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STATEMENT OF PURPOSE

To set forth in simple and plain language the
pure doctrine of God's Word as taught by the
true Lutheran Church in full accordance with the
Book of Concord of 1580 and the Brief
Statement of 1932.

To show, on the basis of Scripture, what
true Christians are to believe and how, out of
love for their Savior Jesus Christ, they are to
lead Godly lives.

To furnish aids for Bible study and articles
for Scriptural devotion and meditation.

To demonstrate, by our Scriptural stand,
that our Concordia Lutheran Conference is
not a sect or false church body, but that the
congregations which form it confess, teach, and
practice the Word of God in its full truth and
purity and use the Sacraments according to
Christ's institution. All who do this are the true
visible Church on earth.

To seek out all who truly share our
Scriptural position in doctrine and practice, and
to urge the mutual public acknowledgment of
such God-given unity. Thus we shall be able
thereafter to practice a God-pleasing fellowship
with them.

To show that we do not have among us a
mixture of divergent teachings but that we are
"perfectly joined together in the same mind and
in the same judgment."

To set forth pertinent historical information
which has a bearing upon the Church and to
expose modern philosophical thought and the
so-called scientific theories which contradict the
Word of God.

To expose particularly the false teaching
and practice of the various so-called "Lutheran"
church bodies by comparing their teachings and
practices with what is plainly recorded in the
Word of God, in the Lutheran Confessions, and
in the old orthodox Lutheran writings.

To expose false teaching and practice
wherever it makes its appearance and to keep
abreast of the current happenings in the church
and among the nations as signs of the times.

To be truthful and factual in our reporting
and freely to correct any misinformation of which
we are not aware and which has been called to
our attention. Also to clarify any information or
statement of doctrine or practice which may be
unclear to our readers or which may create a
wrong impression.



Old Testament Prophecies
Pointing to Christ’s Passion

“Thus it is written, and thus it behooved Christ to suffer.” — Luke 24:46

The passion of Christ (His extreme suffering for our redemption)
already stood as a written, divinely declared fact in the Old
Testament Scriptures well before its actual occurrence in the course
of time.  Because of this, it “behooved” Christ to suffer, which
simply means that it was fitting and even necessary that He endure
such agony because Christ had been “delivered by the determinate
counsel and foreknowledge of God” (Acts 2:23) to suffer and die for
the sins of the world.  This crucial part of His redemptive work is
what is known as His passive obedience — His intense suffering and
death in which He endured on the cross the punishment that we

deserve on account of our sins, even the pains of hell itself (Matthew 27:46).  So that the people in the time period
of the Old Testament could know about the salvation prepared by God through the suffering and death of the Messiah
and thus be saved through faith in Him, many prophecies and symbols pointing forward to Christ’s passion, or
suffering, were provided for their instruction, edification, and comfort.

The first prophecy pertaining to the suffering of Christ also happens to be the very first Gospel prophecy ever given. 
Following the fall of Adam and Eve into sin, the Lord foretold the defeat of Satan through a special “Seed” of the
woman.  Speaking to the devil, God said: “I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy seed and
her Seed.  It shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise His heel” (Genesis 3:15).  Notice that in the prophesied
conflict between Christ and Satan, Christ (the Seed of the woman) would be victorious (the bruising of the head
causing more critical damage than the bruising of the heel); however, it is clear from this prophecy that the Messiah
would also have pain inflicted upon Him.  But how much did Christ need to suffer in order to redeem us from our
sins?  A tremendous amount, indeed; even more than we are able to imagine.  Because our sins were imputed to Him,
and the punishment that our sins merited was also laid upon Him, Christ endured the “curse of the Law” (Galatians
3:13) for us, that is, the most dreadful pains of hell, the agony of the damned.

Two chapters in the Old Testament are particularly noteworthy for containing a number of very detailed prophecies
foretelling what the Messiah would suffer and why He would thus suffer, namely, Psalm 22 and Isaiah 53.  Though
all the Psalms are entirely the inspired Word of God, some were written completely from the perspective of the
individual psalmist (such as David in Psalm 51 or Asaph in Psalm 73), while others contain portions written from
the perspective of the Lord God Himself, such as Psalm 46:10 and Psalm 50:7–23.  In Psalm 22 the pre-incarnate
Christ speaks from His own perspective about the agony connected with His crucifixion approximately 1,000 years
before it would take place.  In the first verse of the Psalm, we read: “My God, My God, why hast Thou forsaken Me?” 
Not only was this an exact quotation of what the Savior cried out from the cross (Matthew 27:46), but it also gives
expression to the fact that Jesus was suffering the torments of hell, since only in hell is a person completely forsaken
by God.  While it could be argued that an imposter, a fake Christ, could have easily said those same words to make
it appear as if he were fulfilling the prophecy, yet he would not be able to cause Jesus’ enemies to say what was
prophesied of them.  And what the enemies of Christ would mockingly say to Him as He hung on the cross was also
foretold in Psalm 22:  “All they that see Me laugh Me to scorn.  They shoot out the lip; they shake the head, saying,
‘He trusted on the Lord that He would deliver Him.  Let Him deliver Him, seeing He delighted in Him” (vv. 7–8

-31-



compare with Matthew 27:39–43).  It is interesting to note that this Psalm foretells that the hands and feet of the
Messiah would be pierced (v. 16), even though crucifixion was unknown at that time and would not be used until
much later in the future.  Two verses later, it is foretold how the soldiers would divide His clothes and cast lots for
His tunic (v. 18; cf. John 19:23–24).  Psalm 22 even records more details about what Jesus would feel and experience
in His crucifixion than the four Gospels of the New Testament:  “I am poured out like water, and all My bones are
out of joint.  My heart is like wax; it is melted in the midst of My bowels.  My strength is dried up like a potsherd,
and My tongue cleaveth to My jaws; and Thou hast brought Me into the dust of death.  …I may tell all My bones;
they look and stare upon Me” (vv. 14–15, 17).

The reason why the Messiah would willingly allow Himself to suffer so much pain and the benefits of His passion for
sinful mankind are clearly expressed in the book of the Prophet Isaiah, particularly in the fifty-third chapter:  “The Lord
hath laid on Him the iniquity of us all” (v. 6).  “Surely He hath borne our griefs and carried our sorrows.  … He was
wounded for our transgressions; He was bruised for our iniquities.  … He was cut off out of the land of the living; for
the transgression of my people was He stricken” (vv. 4–5, 8).  “The chastisement of our peace was upon Him, and with
His stripes we are healed” (v. 5).  “By His knowledge shall My righteous servant justify many” (v. 11).

In this chapter we also read concerning His quiet submission to all the abuse and injustice brought upon Him:  “He
was oppressed, and He was afflicted; yet He opened not His mouth.  He is brought as a lamb to the slaughter; and,
as a sheep before her shearers is dumb, so He openeth not His mouth” (v. 7; compare with Mark 14:60–61; Matthew
27:12–14; Luke 23:9).

The way the Messiah is here compared to “a lamb” and “a sheep” brings out yet another image through which God
pointed the people of the Old Testament to the coming Redeemer’s passion.  The various animal sacrifices that were
commanded by God to be carried out daily in the tabernacle and temple through the ministrations of the priests were
continuous reminders of the fact that “without shedding of blood is no remission” (Hebrews 9:22).  As part of His
ceremonial law, the Lord told Moses:  “Now this is that which thou shalt offer upon the altar: Two lambs of the first
year day by day continually.  The one lamb thou shalt offer in the morning, and the other lamb thou shalt offer at
even” (Exodus 29:38–39).  Foreshadowing how the sins of the people would be laid upon Christ, as upon a scapegoat,
and how He would die to make atonement and secure their forgiveness, Moses wrote by inspiration of God: “If his
sin which he hath sinned come to his knowledge, then he shall bring his offering, a kid of the goats, a female without
blemish, for his sin which he hath sinned.  And he shall lay his hand upon the head of the sin offering and slay the
sin offering in the place of the burnt offering.  And the priest shall take of the blood thereof with his finger and put
it upon the horns of the altar of burnt offering and shall pour out all the blood thereof at the bottom of the altar.  And
he shall take away all the fat thereof, as the fat is taken away from off the sacrifice of peace offerings; and the priest
shall burn it upon the altar for a sweet savor unto the Lord; and the priest shall make an atonement for him, and it
shall be forgiven him” (Leviticus 4:28–31).  While those animal sacrifices did not atone for sin in and of themselves,
“for it is not possible that the blood of bulls and of goats should take away sins” (Hebrews 10:4), they were still
important pictures of the suffering and death of Christ to come (Hebrews 9–10), through faith in whom God’s people
received forgiveness.  Likewise, the Passover lamb also pointed forward to the passion of the Messiah, “our
Passover,” and the grace of God through His redeeming blood (Compare Exodus 12:3–7, 21–23 with I Corinthians
5:7, I Peter 1:18–19, and Romans 5:9).

So when John the Baptist identified Jesus as “the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world” (John 1:29),
he clearly showed that he understood — as it was also important for his hearers to understand — that the foreordained
work of the Messiah included suffering and death as the all-atoning sacrifice for the sins of the world.  Sadly, most
of the people at that time did not accept what the Old Testament taught about the passion of the Messiah, because
so many of them had been misled into thinking that Christ would be an earthly king (John 6:14–15) who would never
die (John 12:32–34).  That concept of His sovereign, immortal dominance did not seem to fit with the idea that His
enemies could possibly kill Him.  Even the closest disciples of Jesus, when they saw His enemies capture Him, were
“offended,” “forsook Him and fled” (Matthew 26:31, 56) — which was also foretold in the Old Testament
(Zechariah 13:7).  Of course, Christ’s passion and death should not have surprised the disciples, especially after He
had specifically told them: “Behold, we go up to Jerusalem; and all things that are written by the prophets
concerning the Son of Man shall be accomplished.  For He shall be delivered unto the Gentiles, and shall be mocked,
and spitefully entreated, and spitted on; and they shall scourge Him and put Him to death” (Luke 18:31–33).  Notice
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here that Jesus not only detailed what would happen in His great passion, but He also emphasized that His suffering
and death would fulfill those things which were written of Him by the prophets.

Another proof that Christ’s passion had been foretold in the Old Testament Scriptures — even though such
prophecies were not generally recognized by the people — can be found in Luke 24:13–27.  Foolishly, the two
disciples on their way to Emmaus expressed doubts about Jesus’ Messiahship specifically because of His passion
(vv. 19–21).  Understandably, Jesus responded: “O fools and slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have
spoken!  Ought not Christ to have suffered these things and to enter into His glory?” (vv. 25–26).  Then the Lord,
still unrecognized by them as they walked together, proceeded to show them the prophecies of which they had lost
sight and which could restore their confidence in Him:  “And beginning at Moses and all the prophets, He expounded
unto them in all the Scriptures the things concerning Himself” (v. 27).  Even though the Old Testament prophecies
concerning Jesus’ suffering and death were initially given for the instruction and edification of those living long
before His passion took place, those prophecies were also vitally important after Christ’s passion (Romans 15:4) to
help the people understand that Jesus suffering and death, and the way Jesus suffered and died, should not cause them
to doubt His Messiahship.  On the contrary, His passion was proof positive that He is, indeed, the Messiah, whose
coming and work were foretold by “all the prophets” (Acts 10:43).

Yes, all that Jesus suffered at the hands of wicked men in order to redeem this sinful world had been accurately
foretold by inspiration of the Holy Ghost in the Old Testament Scriptures.  This does not, however, mean that those
who sinfully betrayed Him, forsook Him, mocked Him, falsely accused Him, unjustly condemned Him, and inflicted
great pain upon Him were serving the Lord by doing His will; nor does it mean that God was in any way responsible
for their evil deeds against the Savior.  God did not cause them to do what was prophesied about them; but because
God’s foreknowledge of all things is perfect, He was able accurately to foretell what they would do to the Messiah. 
The Lord simply allowed Satan and the sinful flesh of men in his service to do those things that their contempt for
Him would naturally move them to do; and God, in His unfathomable wisdom, power, and grace, caused those wicked
actions to serve His good purpose for the redemption of lost and condemned mankind.  This is similar to how the
Lord’s gracious providence causes even the sinful deeds of our enemies, which they design for our harm, to serve
the spiritual and eternal welfare of His believing children (Romans 8:28; Genesis 50:20).  And that loving, fatherly
care, just like every act of kindness from God toward us miserable, wretched sinners, is bestowed upon us by His pure
grace and mercy on account of Christ Jesus’ work of redemption — His perfect life and His bitter passion as our
Substitute under divine justice.

Our hearts should be filled with joy and gratitude for how the Lord guides and directs all things to serve His good
and gracious will for us Christians, as we ponder for our edification the Gospel prophecies of the Old Testament,
together with the historical accounts of how those prophecies were fulfilled in the fulness of time.  And may we ever
grow in our appreciation of the fact that “thus it is [stands] written, and …thus it behooved Christ to suffer” (Luke
24:46) for our forgiveness and eternal salvation!

Lo, what the Word in times of old
of future days and deeds foretold

is all fulfilled while ages roll,
as traced on the prophetic scroll.

Abiding, steadfast, firm, and sure,
the teachings of the Word endure.

Blest he who trusts this steadfast Word;
his anchor holds in Christ, the Lord!

(TLH 290, vv.  3–4)

—P. E. B.

(Re-printed from the January-February 2017 issue.)
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The Incomparable Cost
of our Redemption

“…not with corruptible things as silver and gold…but with the precious blood of

Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot.”   —I Peter 1:18-19

The historians of this world —both ancient and modern— are in complete agreement about the fact that Jesus of
Nazareth was indeed crucified under the auspices of Pontius Pilate, and that He died the death of a criminal just
outside the city of Jerusalem sometime between 30 and 33 A. D.  And well they should agree, because Jesus’ trial
and execution were public events, attested to by even non-Christian contemporaries of Jesus, whose records stand
to this day.  But as to the details of what happened on that first “Good Friday” there is constant argument,
disagreement, and even suspicion among historians and even among many so-called “theologians” who call into
question not only what the Holy Evangelists wrote and how accurate were their reports, but even their motives as
so-called “spin doctors” of the passion history of Jesus Christ!  What blasphemy!  And what a deliberate perversion
of sacred, divine truth to cast such suspicion upon the infallible Word of God!

But the most important question of all, namely, why Jesus of Nazareth died on the accursed tree of the cross, is
completely ignored!  Not once do such so-called “scholars” and “theologians” refer to Jesus as “the Son of God” nor
as the “Redeemer” of the world; and their occasional reference to Jesus as “a God-sent Messiah” is linked to what
they call “St. John’s theology,” as if that were only John’s personal opinion!  Nowhere do we find in their deceptive 
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“good words and fair speeches” (Romans 16:18) even a hint of Christ’s vicarious atonement as plainly taught in
Scripture, nor anything upon which a poor sinner can hang his faith for comfort and assurance.

The fact of the matter is, however, that, as St. Paul writes to the Corinthians, “Christ died for our sins according to
the Scriptures” (I Corinthians 15:3) —or, as we read in Romans 4:25, “[Christ] was delivered for [literally,  because
of] our offenses.”

St. Matthew writes by verbal inspiration of the Holy Ghost that “about the ninth hour” (that is, at about three o’clock
in the afternoon) “Jesus cried with a loud voice, ‘Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani?!’ that is to say, ‘My God, My God, why
hast Thou forsaken Me??’” and that “when He had cried again with a loud voice, [Jesus] yielded up the ghost;” He
expired; He died (Matthew 27:46 and 50).

People die every day —thousands of them!  Prisoners are executed —some innocently!   And yet their names do
not enjoy the glory and power and sweetness of Jesus’ Name —especially as it sounds in a believer’s ear!  Why? 
What was so special about the death of Jesus that it brings Christians out to a Good Friday service, not only to
commemorate it, but to celebrate it?  —Because the death of Jesus Christ was nothing short of a miracle!  Think 
for a moment to the second stanza of that centuries-old Good Friday hymn, “O Darkest Woe!, which in its original
language states: “O sorrow dread! Our God is dead!”  The eternal, immortal, unchangeable, almighty God DIED in
the person of Jesus Christ!  That fact, in and of itself, is totally incomprehensible to the weak and sinful intellect of
man!  It sounds like a complete self-contradiction, an utter impossibility, for God to DIE!  And yet, that’s exactly
what happened on that first Good Friday, on Calvary’s hill, at about three o’clock in the afternoon, under cover of
a supernatural darkness.  —No one took His life from Him, He tells us in John’s Gospel, but He laid it down of
Himself according to the commandment He had received from His heavenly Father (John 18:18).  It was God’s
gracious plan, from eternity already, to save lost and fallen mankind by the death of His only-begotten Son, “who,”
Peter says, “was foreordained before the foundation of the world” to be our Redeemer, who was born so that He
could die, who took upon Himself flesh and blood so that He could shed that precious blood and be “put to death
in the flesh.”

And what is death?  St. Paul writes in Romans chapter six: “The wages of sin is death.” That makes the death of
Jesus even MORE MIRACULOUS, the death of God’s HOLY Son, “who did no sin, neither was guile found in His
mouth,” says Peter in his First Epistle and also the Prophet Isaiah in his 53  chapter.  Jesus suffered death, as thoughrd

He deserved it, as though He had earned it, as though He had it justly coming for sins He had committed!! 
INCREDIBLE when you think about it —not just temporal death, but eternal death as well!  WHY?? 

That’s the question Jesus asked —rather that He screamed out in agony from His cross— in fulfillment of sacred
prophecy in Psalm 22, verse 1: “My God, My God, why??  Why hast Thou forsaken ME??”  Only Jesus could
rightfully ask, “Why ME??  What did I ever do to deserve being forsaken by God??”  Only the damned in hell are
truly “forsaken” by God! Their time of grace is past; and because of their impenitence and unbelief they have been
consigned to “outer darkness, where there is weeping and gnashing of teeth” in the torture of “everlasting fire,
prepared for the devil and his angels” (Matt. 25:41), in eternal separation of both soul and body from God, in
absolute and complete despair, contempt and hopelessness forever and ever!  THAT, my beloved hearers, is what our
Savior was suffering on His cross of agony —not just the separation of the soul from the body when He “yielded
up the ghost” and laid down His life in temporal death!  No, He suffered the anguish of ETERNAL death …God
forsaken by God, God meting out the full measure of His anger, the full extent of His punitive justice, upon His own
holy, only-begotten Son!  “Why?? My God!  WHY??  Why hast Thou forsaken ME??” He cried.

That is the question, the answer to which makes the death of Jesus in all of its horror most meaningful, and
comforting, and reassuring to poor, miserable sinners!  For Jesus did not die —He did not suffer either temporal
or eternal death— for His own transgressions.  He DIED for OUR offenses, just as throughout His great passion He
SUFFERED for our offenses.  Isaiah wrote in the 53rd chapter of his prophecy, in the past tense, as if it had already
occurred:  “He was wounded for our transgressions; He was bruised for our iniquities! …and the Lord hath laid
on Him the iniquity of us all! …It pleased the Lord to bruise Him; He hath put Him to grief; and He bare the sin
of many.” And St. Paul writes to the Corinthians: “He hath made Him who knew no sin to be sin FOR US, that we
might be made the righteousness of God in Him” (II Corinthians 5:21).  And so, “Christ hath redeemed us from the
curse of the Law, being made a curse FOR US” as God imputed OUR sins to Jesus.
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That’s why God had “forsaken” His only-begotten Son!  That’s why the Father made His Son to suffer the very
pains of hell on the cross!  That’s why “He spared not His own Son but delivered Him up for us all”…“to redeem
them that were under the Law,” you and me, who were under God’s curse because of our sins!

On that cross of Calvary, God visited “the wages of sin” upon His holy, completely innocent Son, so that He could
be merciful to US —because He loved us in Christ even “when we were [His] enemies” (Romans 5:10).  Jesus knew
that, of course, before the foundation of the world (Revelation 13:8) when in eternity He was foreordained to be
man’s Redeemer (I Peter 1:20) and willingly became the “Lamb led to the slaughter,” freely “gave Himself for us,
that He might redeem us from all iniquity and purify unto Himself a peculiar [unique] people, zealous of good
works.”  (Titus 2:14).

And “redeem us” He did, who “is the propitiation [or satisfaction-payment] for our sins, and not for ours only, but
also for the sins of the whole world,” that we might be His own, and live under Him in His kingdom, and serve Him
in everlasting righteousness, innocence, and blessedness (Luther: Second Article)!

And Jesus also accomplished another wonderful miracle by His death upon the cross!  Remember the first promise of
a Savior given to Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden (Genesis 3:15): God promised that the woman’s Seed, the
virgin’s Son, would by His death crush the head of the serpent, that He would take away Satan’s power and defeat him
—even though the devil would inflict an excruciatingly painful, though not destructive, wound upon our Savior in the
process.  Well, Jesus suffered all right, even the very PAINS OF HELL itself in the stead of sinful mankind!   And by His
death on Calvary’s cross, Jesus, our blessed Redeemer, fulfilled that promise of God to Adam and Eve and to all their
sinful children after them!  The writer to the Hebrews tells us that Jesus “took part of flesh and blood that through
death He might destroy him that had the power of death, that is, the devil, and deliver them who, through fear of death,
were all their lifetime subject to bondage,” you and me and all mankind, who, were it not for Jesus’ death, would still
be in bondage to the devil and living in constant “fear of death,” the “wages of sin,” which we justly deserve by nature! 
—WHAT A VICTORY Jesus accomplished by His death on the cross!  No wonder He cried out once “again with a loud
voice” before He “yielded up the ghost” those triumphant words: “It is FINISHED!  It is ACCOMPLISHED!” 

And thank God for it, beloved fellow-sinner!  Cast yourself every day of your life upon God’s loving mercy in
Christ Jesus, your Savior; sincerely repent of all the sins and iniquities by which you caused the Lord Jesus to suffer
even the pains of hell for you; and then cling in childlike confidence to your Redeemer and His merits alone for
God’s grace and favor which He purchased and won for you, for the forgiveness of all your sins, for the assurance
of His love to you, and for the crown of everlasting life which Jesus paid for, “not with gold or silver, but with His
holy, precious blood and with His innocent suffering and death” (Luther), praying from the depths of your heart:

Be Thou my Consolation,
my Shield when I must die!
Remind me of Thy passion

when my last hour draws nigh.
Mine eyes shall then behold Thee,

upon Thy cross shall dwell;
my heart by faith enfold Thee.

Who dieth thus, dies well!
(TLH 172, 10)

— D. T. M.
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Christ’s Triumphant Resurrection
—Our Cause for Rejoicing!

“This is the day which the Lord hath made!

We will rejoice and be glad in it!” —Psalm 118:24

The Feast of the Resurrection of our Lord is indeed the most joyful,
the most uplifting, the most exhilarating day of the entire year for
the child of God!  It is without doubt the highest and most  important
festival on our Christian calendar —more significant even than
Christmas or Pentecost!  For it is the very day about 2,000 years ago,
on which our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ  victoriously rose from
the dead!   —Now, that might not mean much to a merely “nominal”
Christian (for whom Easter Sunday is one of two occasions during the
year when he is expected to put in an appearance at the House of
God); and it certainly gets short billing in the marketplace of this
world, where spring outfits, flowers, bunnies, eggs, and candy is what
Easter is all about!  But for us Christians, who “know the grace of our
Lord Jesus Christ” (II Corinthians 8:9), our Savior’s mighty
resurrection on Easter morning is the greatest cause for rejoicing that
there is!

Why?  It is because the physical, the real and absolutely certain
resurrection of Christ on the third day is essential to our Christian
faith!  In St. Paul’s first letter to the Corinthians, chapter fifteen, he
declares just HOW essential it really is: “If Christ be NOT raised,
your faith is vain; ye are yet in your sins!  Then they also which are

fallen asleep in Christ [those who died confiding in Him as their Savior and Redeemer] are perished!” (vv. 17-18)
—they’ve gone to hell!!  That’s putting it about as bluntly as it can be put!  If Jesus Christ did NOT in fact rise from
the dead with His real body, as He had promised, then we and all believing Christians down through the centuries
have been plain fools, suckers, and hopelessly naive victims of the greatest hoax ever pulled off in the history of the
world!!  Then our faith is empty and meaningless, and there is no life beyond the grave!   AND, “if in this life only
we have hope in Christ,” as do those who preach and believe a purely “social” gospel, Paul says, “we are of all men
most miserable!” (v. 19)…because life’s just too short; and then we’re “history”!

“BUT now IS Christ risen from the dead” (v. 20), Paul assures us.  His resurrection is a FACT, established “by many
infallible proofs” (Acts 1:3) —proofs which the scoffers of this world are unable to shake!  And our faith in Christ
is therefore vindicated, reassured, and strengthened.  Moreover, His resurrection is a TRIUMPH, the blessed results
of which give us triumph through Him!

The holy Evangelists tell us that, when the women went to the sepulchre early on Sunday morning “at the rising of the
sun” (Mark 16:2; cf. Matthew 28:1; Luke 24:1; John 20:1), they intended to complete the embalming process only
begun but not yet finished on Friday afternoon before the Sabbath began at sundown.   They fully expected to find
Jesus’ body right where they had left it, definitely dead (as established by medical evidence and the testimony of His
executioners), temporarily wrapped in long linen burial windings, and by now quite cold and rigid in the rigor of death
—just what we too would have expected, not quite believing as a literal prophecy Jesus’ promise that He would rise
again on the third day (John 2:19-22; cf. Matthew 20:19; 27:63; Mark 8:31; 9:31; 10:34; Luke 18:33; 24:7).  —It was
a sad walk for those women, who had followed Jesus from Galilee, witnessed His many miracles, believed Him to be
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the long-promised Messiah, and lovingly stood at the foot of His cross, watching all their hopes gradually fading away
with each drop of precious blood that flowed from His sacred veins.  …AND, if they had indeed found His body that
morning as expected, death would have won a great victory; their faith in Jesus would have been in vain; and they
would have remained disillusioned, distraught, and even despairing!  That’s what they were fully expecting! … until… 

“Behold, there was a great earthquake; for the angel of the Lord descended from heaven, and came and rolled back
the stone from the door, and sat upon it.  His countenance was like lightning, and his raiment white as snow”
(Matthew 28:2-3).  The Lord Jesus didn’t just sneak out of His tomb on Easter morning!   He “exited” that prison
with fanfare and flair, the very forces of nature taking part in His praise and a heavenly messenger singlehandedly
whisking the heavy stone slab to one side to reveal the emptiness behind it!  —“And for fear of him the keepers did
shake and became as dead men” (v. 4).  The military guard placed there by Pilate at the Jews’ insistence —tough,
seasoned soldiers— saw that angel in his heavenly brightness and passed out cold!   The body of Jesus wasn’t being
“stolen” — it was already GONE!

Christ’s resurrection was no “covert operation.”  It was planned in eternity, announced ahead of time to friend and
foe alike, and then executed “right on schedule” in spite of every effort of Jesus’ enemies to prevent it —executed
with a display of divine power to proclaim it!  This was an act of TRIUMPH on Jesus’ part, not over mere earthly
foes and obstacles, but the heretofore unimaginable:  The defeat of Satan, the satisfaction of God’s justice, and
victory over death!

Yes, Christ, the “woman’s Seed,” had crushed the head of that old Serpent, the devil (Genesis 3:15), not just by His
death on the cross, by which He “finished” or “accomplished” in time our redemption (Matthew 19:30), but by His
victorious resurrection from the dead.  For, as soon as He had been made alive in the tomb, He “descended into hell”
(Apostles’ Creed) to proclaim that victory over Satan to the devil himself, to his wicked hosts, and to the damned
already there who had rejected Him as the Messiah!  Now Satan can no longer lay claim to us who have been
redeemed from his slavery by Christ in His vicarious atonement!   And we now, empowered and enabled by the
Victor Himself, can “resist the devil, and he will flee from [us],” James assures us (James 4:7).

Jesus triumphed also by satisfying perfectly the demands of His heavenly Father for man’s ransom:  Perfect obedience
to His holy Law in the place of sinners by His holy life here on earth, and perfect payment in their stead for the sins of
the world “not with gold or silver, but with His holy precious blood and with His innocent suffering and death” (Luther;
also I Peter 1:18-19).  “Him GOD raised up the third day,” Peter preached in Acts chapter 10, in testimony of His
acceptance of Christ’s redemptive work, “who…was raised again for [lit., because of] our justification” (Romans 4:25),
so that Jesus’ resurrection is the guarantee of our forgiveness by God the Father in heaven.

And Jesus triumphed over death.  He “abolished death,” the Bible tells us, “and hath brought life and immortality
to light through the Gospel” (II Timothy 1:10).  Now, because of Jesus’ triumph, we too can laugh death in the face,
confessing in perfect confidence: “O death, where is thy sting?  O grave, where is thy victory? …Thanks be to God,
which giveth US the victory, through our Lord Jesus Christ!” (I Corinthians 15:55-57).  For when we cling to Him
in childlike faith, He promises us: “Because I live, ye shall live also” (John 14:19).

This threefold TRIUMPH accomplished by our Savior in His mighty resurrection from the dead brings untold joy
and peace to our hearts, the peace and joy expressed in the Easter angel’s Gospel message, “Fear not ye! …He is not
here, for He is risen as He said” (Matthew 28:5-6).  The message is simply: Don’t keep on being afraid — literally
from the Greek.  There’s no need any longer to be fearful.  Why??  For three reasons:  First, because “Jesus was
crucified” (v. 5b), having borne your sins in His own body on the tree (I Peter 2:24), so that you have no punishment
to look forward to.   Secondly, because “[Jesus] is risen” (v. 6) in demonstration of His mighty Godhead (Romans 1:4),
of His office as our High Priest before God — including His perfect active and passive obedience on our behalf and His
intercession for us at the Throne of Grace (Romans 8:34; Hebrews 7), and of the Father’s satisfaction with His
propitiation of divine justice in our stead for the reconciliation of the world (I John 2:2; II Corinthians 5:19; etc.).  And
thirdly, because “[Jesus did it all] as He said” (v. 6) because His Word is the truth —ALL His promises and
assurances!  So don’t keep on fearing the wrath of God because of your sins; Jesus nailed them all to His cross.  Don’t

-38-



keep worrying about the unceasing efforts of Satan to devour you; Christ, the Son of God, “was manifested that He
might destroy the works of the devil” (I John 3:8).   Don’t be in the slightest concerned as to whether Jesus’ sacrifice
was enough to win your reconciliation to God; for St. Paul assures you: “We were reconciled to God by the death of
His Son” (Romans 5:10).  Don’t keep on being afraid about death and the grave.  Christ triumphed over both when
He became “the firstfruits of them that slept” (I Corinthians 15:20ff.), the perfect prototype according to which, at His
coming, “[He] shall change our vile body that it may be fashioned like unto His glorious body” …“Fear not ye,” but
rejoice!  Christ IS risen!  Hallelujah!!

He lives TRIUMPHANT from the grave;
He live eternally to save;

He lives, and while He lives I’ll sing:
“He lives, my Prophet, Priest, and King!”     (TLH 200, 2, 6 adapted)

—D. T. M.

 

Evidences and Proofs
of Jesus’ Resurrection

“[Christ] showed Himself alive after His passion
with many infallible proofs,

being seen of {His apostles] forty days
and speaking of the things pertaining to the kingdom of God.”

— Acts 1:3

For us Christians, the witness of Holy Scripture  is, of course, sufficient on its own as the infallible source and
norm of Divine Truth; for the Lord Jesus says in John 8:31-32, “If ye continue in My Word, then are ye My
disciples indeed; and ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.”  Therefore, when the Apostle
Paul writes in I Corinthians 15:4 that “He rose again the third day according to the Scriptures” and confirms in
verse 20, “Now is Christ risen from the dead,” that is precisely what happened on Easter morning.  That is not the
Apostle’s personal opinion, but the Holy Ghost Himself said so, as St. Paul also testifies: “We speak not in the
words which man’s wisdom teacheth, but which the Holy Ghost teacheth” (I Corinthians 2:13).  Consequently,
those who reject what the Scriptures plainly state, refuse to hear what they say, and do whatever they can to
discredit the record of Holy Writ, are simply not Christians and heirs of everlasting life.  They are unbelievers,
headed for damnation (John 8:47; Mark 16:16b); and we should not at all be bothered by their skepticism,
blasphemy, and hardness of heart.

Nevertheless, and this is interesting to note as a summary of the “infallible proofs” which establish the facts, if the
Resurrection of Jesus Christ is given objective scrutiny according to the rules of evidence and testimony admissible
even in a civil court of law, there is more than sufficient proof that the Resurrection indeed occurred.  Only a fool
would try to contest it!

-39-



0 QUESTION: Was Jesus really dead when laid into the tomb?

! Circumstantial Evidence:      a) The centurion in charge of the crucifixion has no vested interest at all in the
faking of Jesus’ death. He would have been summarily executed if he had.  Dereliction of duty was a capital crime
among the Romans.  b) The rest of the soldiers, all heathen Gentiles (and probably Romans) also risked execution
if they had conspired in the faking of Jesus’ death.  What could they have possibly gained??  c) Aside from Joseph
of Arimathea and Nicodemus (and perhaps Lazarus of Bethany), none of Jesus’ disciples were men of means capable
of offering a bribe sufficiently large to turn the heads of the soldiers and tempt them to risk their very lives in the
perpetration of a hoax.  d) Jesus’ friends buried Him!!  Because He was dead!  If He had still been alive, they would
have given Him medical attention and then removed Him to a suitable facility for treatment, for intensive care, and
for eventual recovery!  No reasonable or sane person would bury a person alive —especially a loved one!  No
reasonably intelligent person would leave a friend in critical condition without medical care for thirty-six hours!!
—Friday evening at sundown to Sunday morning at dawn. 

! Medical Evidence: Jesus’ blood had separated into lymph and clotted solids—a sure sign of death (John
19:34).  No forensic pathologist would dispute that.

! Eyewitness Testimony of Trained Personnel:  a) The centurion supervising Jesus’ execution saw that He “gave
up the ghost” and reported this to Pilate (Mark 15:39, 44, 45).  b) The detail of soldiers that inspected the bodies and
finished-off those who were still alive “saw that He was dead already” and so did not break His legs but rather
pierced His side with a spear, yielding the medical evidence referred to above as proof that true death had in fact
occurred (John 19:31-37).

0 QUESTION: Did Jesus really rise from the dead on Easter morning?

! Circumstantial Evidence:  a) The guards had to be bribed to keep them from reporting what they in fact saw!!
(Matthew 28:11-15).  b) The graveclothes were lying off to one side, and the face-napkin was neatly folded
—completely out of character with the “stolen body theory” (Luke 24:12; John 20:3-8).  Grave robbers
wouldn’t have taken the time to unwind the body if they merely wanted to steal it!  c) If Jesus’ friends had
been party to a “hoax” to influence public opinion in His favor, they would not have been hiding, but would have
been spreading the concocted story (John 20:19).

! Medical Evidence that the risen Christ was not a figment of someone’s imagination or a hallucination:  a) Jesus
spoke (Matthew 28:9-10; John 20:15-17,19-29);  b) He ate (Luke 24:41-43);  c) He had a material body that was able
to be felt and examined (Luke 24:39-40; John 20:25-27);  d) No evidence to the contrary was ever found!!

! Eyewitness Testimony regarding Jesus’ appearances (No hearsay!!): At least twelve appearances were recorded—
to Mary Magdalene; to the women on the road to Jerusalem; to Peter; to the disciples on the way to Emmaus; to ten
disciples on Easter evening; to the eleven one week later; to the seven fishing on the Sea of Galilee; to the eleven on
a mountain in Galilee; to five-hundred brethren at once, the majority of whom were still alive and available to testify;
to James; to the eleven at His ascension; and to Paul on the road to Damascus after His ascension. (Compare the
Gospel accounts and St. Paul’s statement in I Corinthians 15:5ff.).  Jesus “showed Himself alive…by many infallible
proofs.”  (Acts 1:3).  Of Christ’s bodily resurrection from the dead there is simply no doubt whatsoever!

—D. T. M. 
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Our Bodies Will Be Resurrected

in Glory on the Last Day
“I know that my Redeemer liveth, and that He shall stand at the

latter day upon the earth; and though, after my skin, worms

destroy this body, yet in my flesh shall I see God, whom I shall

see for myself; and mine eyes shall behold, and not another,

though my reins be consumed within me.”

—Job 19:25-27

Of all the preposterous claims of unbelievers, particularly those of the so-called “higher critics” of Holy Scripture,
one stands out during this holy Easter season as one of the most ridiculous, namely, that the physical resurrection
of the body on the Last Day is nowhere taught in the Old Testament, that it was never held as a doctrine by God’s
people in ancient times, but that it was an invention of the New Testament writers to focus people’s attention on the
second coming of Christ and to give them some hope as they committed the bodies of loved ones to the grave.  The
title-text of our Easter meditation certainly debunks that baseless claim!

On the basis of certain indications in the book itself, many scholars place the time of Job’s life near to or just prior
to the Exodus of the Children of Israel from Egypt and his location in northern Arabia.  Since other scholars disagree
(and there is no solid proof either in the text or in the other canonical books of Scripture one way or the other), we
cannot make this historical dispute divisive among Christians.  Nevertheless, Job’s words in our title-text, “given
by inspiration of God” (II Timothy 3:16) and “written for our learning” (Romans 15:4), are clear and easily
discerned for what they say and teach us — not only about Job’s personal confidence but about the doctrine upon
which His confidence rested, the doctrine of the resurrection of the body.

Considering all the trials that Job had to endure as tests of his faith (cf. I Peter 1:3-9) — trials that minimized the
importance of his temporal life, of his losses of earthly possessions and even of his children, and particularly of the
grievous sufferings borne by his mortal body — Job’s confidence in his “Redeemer” is strikingly manifested in the
fruit of his faith, namely, the bold confession of his “living” Redeemer, whose life after death would be the
“firstfruits” or prototype of his own life after death, whose mighty bodily resurrection on the third day would be the
“firstfruits” of his own bodily resurrection on the “latter day” (Cf. I Corinthians 15:20).  Interestingly, Luther made
a somewhat similar declaration concerning the things of this life compared to heavenly glory:

“And take they our life, goods, fame, child and wife,
let these all be gone!  They yet have nothing won!

The Kingdom ours remaineth!”
(TLH 262, 4)

The consistency of the true Christian faith — the consistency of the “hope [i.e. anticipation] of eternal life which
God, that cannot lie, promised before the world began” (Titus 1:2); the consistency of the knowledge of God’s
“Redeemer,” the woman’s “Seed,” upon whose vicarious satisfaction of God’s justice His “promise” of eternal life
hinged; and the consistency of confidence in that promise as the receiving means which lays hold on eternal life (I
Timothy 6:12; Ephesians 2:8; Acts 26:18; Galatians 3:14; etc.) — this consistency is inextricably linked to the
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resurrection of the BODY.  Consider how the Apostle Paul, by inspiration of the Holy Ghost, chains together these
links of consistency with the resurrection of the body  and the resurrection of Job’s “Redeemer” in I Corinthians 15:

“Now if Christ be preached that He rose from the dead, how say some among you that there is

no resurrection of the dead?  But if there be no resurrection of the dead, then is Christ not risen. 

And if Christ be not risen, then is our preaching vain, and your faith is also vain.  Yea, and we

are found false witnesses of God because we have testified of God that He raised up Christ,

whom He raised not up, if so be that the dead rise not.  For if the dead rise not, then is not Christ

raised; and if Christ be not raised, your faith is vain; ye are yet in your sins.  Then they also

which are fallen asleep in Christ are perished.” (vv. 12-18).

Job’s faith was NOT “vain!”  His confidence that, when he fell asleep in Christ, his “Redeemer,” he would NOT
have “perished” was NOT “vain!”  His hope or sure anticipation of bodily resurrection on “the latter day” was
NOT “vain!”   For his personal assurance was founded upon his living Redeemer, who promises every true believer:
“Because I live, ye shall live also!” (John 14:19).  Job indeed was viciously assailed by Satan in the adversary’s
effort to destroy Job’s “integrity” (Job 2), that is, his humble acknowledgment of God’s righteous justice and his
faith in God’s steadfast mercy and grace; and Job’s wife, beholding his intense suffering, counseled him in unbelief
that he should “curse God and die.”  But God, faithful to His assurance that He will never permit us to be tried
“above that [we] are able, but will with the temptation also make a way to escape, that [we] may be able to bear
it” (I Corinthians 10:13), preserved Job in the faith and in the end turned all things to his good and blessing according
to His promise (Cf. Romans 8:28; Hebrews 12:4-11).

Job’s living Redeemer “saw no corruption” (Acts 13:37) when His body lay dead in the tomb (Psalm 16:10; Acts
2:27) — a special miracle of God Himself, prophesied of old, though His Son’s human body, which had been abused,
bruised, lacerated, pierced and slain, was still in the state of humiliation until the third day.  Yet the Christian knows
from the Word of his God that, in temporal death, “the spirit,” his ransomed soul, “shall return unto God who gave
it,” while the “dust,” his mortal remains, shall “return to the earth” (Ecclesiastes 12:7), as God declared to Adam
after the fall into sin (Genesis 3:19).  This “natural process” of decay, from which also the animals suffer when they
die, is the result of sin in the world, and affects even God’s saints who are justified in His sight and imputed as
righteous by faith in their “Redeemer.”

Indeed, “the resurrection of the body” is one of those doctrines that is foolishness and unknowable to the spiritually
blind and darkened mind of “natural man” (I Corinthians 2:14), to “flesh born of flesh” (John 3:6), to “the carnal
mind [which] is enmity against God” (Romans 8:7).  It is even “foreign” to the believer according to his “flesh [in
which] dwelleth no good thing” (Romans 7:18), which is why St. Paul writes to the Corinthian Christians, “unto the
church of God,…to them that are sanctified in Christ Jesus” (I Corinthians 1:2): “How say some among YOU that
there is no resurrection of the dead?” (15:12).  It is a doctrine, blessed though it is, comforting to the bereaved, and
assuredly taught in the perfectly authoritative, infallible, clear and reliable Holy Scriptures, that is “hard to be
understood” (cf. II Peter 3:16).  Why?  Because “all flesh is as grass, and all the glory of man as the flower of grass. 
The grass withereth, and the flower thereof falleth away” (I Peter 2:24).  It is a fact of life (more properly, of death)
that dead bodies decay, become putrified, corrupt and vile (as did that of Lazarus in Bethany, John 11:39); that
embalmed bodies, because of the chemical process, are incapable of resuscitation to temporal life; and these facts,
together with burial underground in a sealed vault, or cremation, or loss in a fire, or in a burial at sea, make the
resurrection of the body a doctrine difficult for the human mind to comprehend, much less to accept.  “Death is so
final,” an undertaker once remarked to your author, as the two of us witnessed the back-filling of the grave of one
of my dear sheep; and he was a Missouri Synod Lutheran.  Thus even the Christian sorrows at the death of a loved
one, but the Apostle Paul warns us not to sorrow as “others which have no hope” (I Thessalonians 4:13).  Our
“hope,” our anticipation and expectation as believers, is founded not upon our human reason nor upon secular
observation, but upon the words and promises of our almighty, merciful and gracious God and Lord, so that we can
and indeed should confess with all boldness and confidence:  “I believe in the resurrection of the body!”  “For if
we believe that Jesus died and rose again,” if we truly believe in the literal fact of Christ’s resurrection from the
dead on the third day, apart from which “[our] faith is vain,” apart from which “[we] are yet in [our] sins,” “even
so them also which sleep in Jesus [who died confiding in Him as their Redeemer, as did Job] will God bring with
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Him” (I Thessalonians 4:14), Christ being the “firstfruits,” the prototype, “of them that slept” (I Corinthians 15:20
and 23).

So “what saith the Scripture?” (Romans 4:3) — 

! “The hour is coming in the which all that are in the graves shall hear His voice and shall come forth” (John 5:28-
29).

! “Behold, He cometh with clouds; and every eye shall see Him” (Revelation 1:7).

! “For the Lord Himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump
of God; and the dead in Christ shall rise first”  (I Thessalonians 4:16).

! “The Lord Jesus Christ…shall change our vile body that it may be fashioned like unto His glorious body,
according to the working whereby He is able even to subdue all things unto Himself” (Philippians 3:20-21).

! “The dead [i.e., “the dead in Christ” (I Thessalonians 4:16)] shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be
changed” (I Corinthians 15:52).

… all summed up by Job, approximately 1,500 years before our Savior’s mighty resurrection from the dead on Easter
morning, in this confident assertion: “I know that my Redeemer liveth, and that He shall stand at the latter day upon
the earth; and though, after my skin, worms destroy this body, yet in my flesh shall I see God, whom I shall see for
myself; and mine eyes shall behold, and not another, though my reins [all my vital organs] be consumed within me”
(Job 19:25-27).

I am content!  My Jesus liveth still, in whom my heart is pleased!

He hath fulfilled the Law of God for me; God’s wrath He hath appeased.

Since He in death could perish never, I also shall not die forever.

I am content!  I am content!

I am content!  Lord, draw me unto Thee and wake me from the dead,

that I may rise forevermore to be with Thee, my living Head!

The fetters of my body sever; then shall my soul rejoice forever!

I am content!  I am content!

(TLH 196, 1 and 5)

—D. T. M.
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Breaking News from our

Committee on Missions
“Look not every man on his own things, but every man also on the things of others. 

 Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus.” —Philippians 2:4-5

Orthodox Lutheran Church of Ekaterinburg (Russia)

“Giving thanks always for ALL things unto God and our Father, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ” (Ephesians
5:20).  “All things” include Pastor Schurganoff finally getting his new computer on February 4, 2020.  We do thank
our God for providing this needed gift for Brother Schurganoff to help him in his pastoral service to his congregation. 
James reminds each of us that “every good gift…is from above, and cometh down from the Father of lights” (1:17). 
On February 6, 2020, Pastor Schurganoff wrote that “there was a big delay in delivery” of his new computer.  In that
same communication, he said: “Now I’m trying to study it and install the software that will be necessary for my
work.”  As you very likely remember, his old computer was not repairable and, therefore, he used a friend’s computer
whenever such was available.  We “rejoice” (Romans 12:15a) with him that now, after many months without this
valuable piece of equipment for his work, he now has his own new computer.  God-willing, may this new machine
serve him and his congregation for many years to come.

Concerning the Sunday “assembling” (Hebrews 10:25) of this far-away congregation in Ekaterinburg, Russia, Pastor
Schurganoff recently wrote:  “We continue our ministry in a country house.  Fortunately, this winter is very warm
so far, and we have not experienced problems with bus transportation.  Our people are used to when the bus picks
them up at a specific time.  I think serving in a country house is currently the best option in our situation.”  What a
blessing that God moved one of the members of this congregation to share his home each Sunday for worship services
and for classes to provide instruction from God’s Word for all ages.  We give all glory to our merciful God for this
blessing, for, as we learn from Philippians 2, “It is God which worketh in you both to will and to do of His good
pleasure” (v. 13).

Brother Schurganoff, every two months, faithfully sends to your chairman a detailed report of his pastoral work as
far as each Sunday’s sermon text, Scripture readings, Bible Class topic, and attendance is concerned.  In his most
recent report, he said that Worship Service attendance is between 12 and 14.  He also teaches a midweek Bible Class
in his family’s apartment.  As the Word of God is “faithfully” (Jeremiah 23:28b) and regularly preached and taught
week-after-week in this Russian congregation, may the pastor and the members of his “flock” (Acts 20:28; I Peter
5:2-3) be greatly encouraged by the words and promises of the Lord God Himself in Isaiah 55: “As the rain cometh
down and the snow from heaven, and returneth not thither, but watereth the earth and maketh it bring forth and bud,
that it may give seed to the sower and bread to the eater, so shall My Word be that goeth forth out of My mouth; it
shall not return unto Me void, but it shall accomplish that which I please, and it shall prosper in the thing whereto
I sent it” (vv. 10-11).

In a question asking about his physical health, Pastor Schurganoff gave this answer:  “Now my health is in order. 
As the doctors told me, my teeth and collarbone recovered well.  I practically do not feel any problems with them. 
Sometimes there are minor pains that quickly go away.  Thanks to God, and your help, care, and prayers.”  We also
give “thanks” (Psalm 118:1) to God for His goodness and mercy in giving healing and recovery following Pastor
Schurganoff’s mugging several years ago.  “This is the Lord’s doing; it is marvelous in our eyes” (Psalm 118:23).

Let us keep on remembering these dear brethren in our prayers to our Triune, loving, and forgiving God in Christ Jesus, 
asking Him (I John 5:14) to help this pastor and his people to “continue” (II Timothy 3:14) in those teachings which they
have learned and been assured of from God’s Word, especially that priceless, sure, and certain teaching that “God was
in Christ reconciling the world unto Himself, not imputing [not charging] their trespasses unto them, and hath committed
unto us the Word of Reconciliation” (II Corinthians 5:19).  
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Holy Trinity Lutheran Church, Idama, Rivers State, Nigeria

The Fellowship of Lutheran Congregations in Nigeria (FLCN) is a church body in fellowship with our Conference,
but not subsidized by our Conference.   Periodically, in The Concordia Lutheran, we will focus on a member
congregation in the FLCN to help our readers become better acquainted with these  congregations abroad, since we
are not able to visit them in person.  Last fall we focused on St. Paul’s Nyemoni Lutheran Church, Abonnema, Rivers
State.  In this issue, we will focus on Holy Trinity Lutheran Church, Idama, Rivers State.

Holy Trinity has a membership of 385 souls.  Below is a January 26, 2020 picture of this congregation, gathered in
front of their church, following the worship service on that Sunday.  The average Sunday worship service attendance
for this congregation is 210.

Pastor Innocent Karibo is the “overseer” of this “flock” (Acts 20:28).  He is 38 years
old, is married, and has two sons.  His training for the pastoral office was carried out by
Pastor Nimi Fyneface.   Pastor Karibo is one of the FLCN pastors who has to, for the
time being, have a part-time job beside his pastoral work.  Following are his own words,
concerning that situation: “I am on partial salary due to the economy in my area.  To get
a part-time job to support my family is very necessary to avoid me becoming a mendicant
[a beggar].”  God’s Word teaches us that “if any provide not for his own, and specially
for those of his own house, he hath denied the faith, and is worse than an infidel” (I
Timothy 5:8).  Let us fervently pray (James 5:16b) that, in the very near future, our God
would provide the needed employment for His people at Holy Trinity, so that they, with
God’s “help” (Psalm 121:2) will be able to make it possible for their pastor to work full-

time, as God’s Word teaches in I Corinthians 9: “Even so hath the Lord ordained that they which preach the Gospel
should live [make their living] of the Gospel” (v. 14).

Idama is an island located in the creeks of the mangrove forest of the oil-rich Niger Delta area of Nigeria.  Kalabari
is the language spoken in this community, but English is the second language used by many.  The major occupation
in Idama is fishing.  Presently, the only access route to Idama is by water, and perhaps helicopter, for those who can
afford it.  It takes about 17 minutes by speedboat to reach Abonnema.

Our Conference provided tablets to all of the FLCN pastors in 2019.  These tablets were “loaded” with many faithful
theological books and other helpful theological materials.  Pastor Karibo conveyed this message of gratitude:  “Thank
you so much for the tablet.  It has been very helpful in the discharge of my duties.” 

As the Word of God is “faithfully” (Jeremiah 23:28b) and regularly preached and taught week-after-week in this
Idama congregation, may the pastor and the members of his “flock” (Acts 20:28; I Peter 5:2-3) be greatly encouraged
by the words and promises of the Lord God Himself in Isaiah 55: “As the rain cometh down and the snow from
heaven, and returneth not thither, but watereth the earth and maketh it bring forth and bud, that it may give seed to
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the sower and bread to the eater, so shall My Word be that goeth forth out of My mouth; it shall not return unto Me
void, but it shall accomplish that which I please, and it shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent it” (vv. 10-11).

Let us keep on remembering these dear brethren in our prayers, coming “boldly unto the throne of grace” (Hebrews
4:16), asking our God (I John 5:14) to help this pastor and his people to confess again and again: “If God be for us,
who can be against us?  He that spared not His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all, how shall He not with Him
also freely give us all things“ (Romans 8:31b-32) that we “need” (Philippians 4:19) according to His gracious and
good “will” (Matthew 6:10b). 

Pastor Robert J. Lietz, Chairman
Committee on Missions
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 UNANIMOUS RESOLUTION of the BOARD of DIRECTORS

WHEREAS the Sixty-ninth Annual Convention of the Concordia Lutheran Conference was scheduled by the
previous convention to be held in Seattle, Washington, on June 26, 27 and 28, 2020, and by the gracious invitation
of St. Luke’s Lutheran Church was to be hosted by its congregation; but

WHEREAS our country, among over one-hundred forty other nations, has been stricken with a pandemic  infestation
of Covid–19, the so-called Coronavirus, easily transmitted but not easily treated, and having serious and sometimes
fatal consequences particularly among the elderly, those with pre-existing heart and lung conditions, and those whose
immune systems are compromised; and

WHEREAS Seattle, Washington was one of the first locations in our country to be visited by this pandemic and is
still one of the “hot spots” of the infestation, because of which stringent regulations have been imposed regarding
social contact between individuals, whether symptomatic or asymptomatic, limitations on the number of persons
permitted to meet together either publicly or privately, and severe warnings to avoid where possible any public
gatherings; and

WHEREAS the federal government, joined by the various state governments, has issued similar guidelines and
restrictions to slow down and limit the spread of this pandemic, which has made its appearance in almost all of the
states and is notoriously prevalent still in Seattle, in Los Angeles, and in New York City, and because of which
unnecessary travel is strongly discouraged and, except for certain critical personnel, citizens are urged to “shelter in
place” in their homes and, if they must go out for urgent reasons, to maintain a “social distance” of six feet  from any
other individual; and

WHEREAS these urgent restrictions, whether mere guidelines or having the force of law, are intended for the safety
of the population, belong to the legitimate authority of civic governments according to the Fourth Commandment
(Romans 13:1-7; I Peter 2:13ff., etc.), and should be observed by all of us under the positive application of the Fifth
Commandment as well (Galatians 6:10; I John 3:18; etc.), and in general in accordance with the law of love toward
our fellow man (Romans 13:10; Matthew 7:12; etc.);

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that, in view of the present emergency, in Christian compliance with the above-
referenced guidelines, regulations and requests of our government, and out of loving consideration for one another,
we postpone the Sixty-ninth Annual Convention until June of 2021 (June 25, 26 and 27).

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that, for the sake of simplicity, we, at the same time, 

a) retain the convention motto, the convention essay content, and the assignments for the essay and for
the Friday and Sunday sermons for the next convention, and the location of the convention as well, subject,
of course, to the renewed invitation of St. Luke’s Lutheran Church;

b) ask the Finance Committee to propose a new annual Fiscal Budget to the Board for its consideration and
passage before June 1, 2020;

c) ask the Conference Officers to continue in office an additional year until the next convention.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that above all we put away from ourselves all anxiety concerning the pandemic
confronting us and by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let our requests be made known unto God, who is
able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think for Jesus’ our Savior’s sake (Philippians 4:6;
Ephesians 3:20-21).    a
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“He is risen as He said! 
Hallelujah!”

-48-


