
(ifh^rarL

Nos. 11-12November-December, 2001+-
“jfor (Sob lobeb

tfje kuorlb, that
ge gabe

only begotten S>on.”

— John 3:16

"®Ije Jsi trip hire cannot be broken." 3ofjn 10:35.

“®ffy ^BBorb io a ^Garnp unto my feet, anir a flight unto my patJj." ^salm 119:105.

Vol. XLVI

“TH



126

Address all subscriptions, renewals, and 
remittances to: Scriptural Publications, 
17151 South Central Avenue, Oak 
Forest, IL 60452-4913. A special notice 
of expiration will be inserted in the issue 
which terminates your subscription.

This publication appears in a monthly or 
bi-monthly issue at a subscription price 
of $5.00 per year.

OFFICIAL ORGAN 
of the 

Concordia Lutheran Conference

Officers of the Concordia 
Lutheran Conference 

PRESIDENT:
Rev. M. L. Natterer
483 Tangent Street
Lebanon, OR 97355

VICE PRESIDENT:
Rev. Paul R. Bloedel
9658 - 54th Avenue South
Seattle, WA 98118 

SECRETARY:
Rev. David T. Mensing 
17151 South Central Avenue 
Oak Forest, IL 60452

TREASURER:
Mr. Victor K. Bloedel 
10200 - 62nd Avenue South 
Seattle. WA 98178

The Concordia Lutheran EDITOR:
Rev. E. R. Stallings 
110 Grasmere Court 
San Antonio, TX 78218

Tracts and Booklets EDITOR:
Rev. M. L. Natterer
483 Tangent Street
Lebanon, OR 97355

LAY MEMBER:
Dr. John M. Steinke 
12200 W. IH 10 #1913
San Antonio, TX 78230

To show, on the basis of Scrip
ture, what true Christians are to believe 
and how, out of love for their Savior 
Jesus Christ, they are to lead godly lives.

To furnish aids for Bible study and 
articles for Scriptural devotion and medi
tation.

To demonstrate, by our Scriptural 
stand, that our Concordia Lutheran 
Conference is not a sect or a false 
church, but that the congregations which 
form it confess, teach, and practice the 
Word of God in its full truth and purity 
and use the Sacraments according to 
Christ's institution. All who do this are 
the true visible Church on earth.

To seek out all who truly share our 
Scriptural position in doctrine and prac
tice, and to urge the mutual public ack
nowledgment of such God-given unity. 
Thus we shall be able thereafter to prac
tice a God-pleasing fellowship with them.

To show that we do not have 
among us a mixture of divergent 
teachings but that we are "perfectly 
joined together in the same mind and in 
the same judgment."

To set forth pertinent historical infor
mation which has a bearing upon the 
Church and to expose modern phil
osophical thought and the so-called 
scientific theories which contradict the 
Word of God.

To expose particularly the false 
teaching and practice of the various so- 
called "Lutheran" church bodies by 
comparing their teachings and practices 
with what is plainly recorded in the Word 
of God, in the Lutheran Confessions, and 
in the old orthodox Lutheran writings.

To expose false teaching and prac
tice wherever it makes its appearance 
and to keep abreast of the current 
happenings in the church and among the 
nations as signs of the times.

To be truthful and factual in our 
reporting and freely to correct any 
misinformation of which we are not 
aware and which has been called to our 
attention. Also to clarify any information 
or statement of doctrine or practice which 
may be unclear to our readers or which 
may create a wrong impression.

STATEMENT OF PURPOSE:
To set forth in simple and plain lan

guage the pure doctrine of God's Word 
as taught by the true Lutheran Church in 
full accordance with the Book of 
Concord of 1580 and the Brief 
Statement of 1932.
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The Bible ascribes various attributes to God, that is, those things which 
describe God. For example, the Scriptures tell us that God is eternal, He 
is without beginning and without end. “Lord, Thou hast been our dwell
ing place in all generations. Before the mountains were brought forth, 
or ever Thou hadst formed the earth and the world, even from everlast
ing to everlasting. Thou art God” (Ps. 90:1,2). God is also unchange
able. He declares, "lam the Lord, I change not” (Mai. 3:6). God is al
mighty. He told Abraham, "lam the almighty God” (Gen. 17:1). God is 
all-knowing. The Apostle Peter confessed, “Lord, Thou knowest all 
things” (John 21:17). God is present everywhere. “Can any hide him
self in secret places that I shall not see him? saith the Lord. Do not I fill 
heaven and earth? saith the Lord” (Jer. 23:34). God is faithful. “If we 
believe not, yet He abideth faithful: He cannot deny Himself' (II Tim. 
2:13).

Behold how some of these attributes shine forth in all their brilliance at 
this Season of the year! One is God’s faithfulness. God had already 
promised a Savior to our first parents in the Garden of Eden after they 
had fallen into sin, Gen. 3:15. True to his promise, Christ the Savior 
was bom. Another attribute is that of God’s omnipotence. His almighty 
power was evident when the angel Gabriel appeared unto Mary and an
nounced that she, a virgin, would conceive and bear the promised Mes
siah. Mary humbly acknowledged the angel’s words, “For with God 
nothing shall be impossible” (Luke 1:37). But there is one attribute 
which stands out in all of its beauty and without which we would be 
forever lost — the attribute of love. This, my dear fellow-believers, is 
the grand theme of our Christian joy — “For God so loved the world, 
that He gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him 
should not perish, but have everlasting life ” (John 3:16). And that same 
Apostle John writes in his first Epistle, “God is love” (4:8).
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However, when this love of God is accepted in faith, it is our comfort in 
life and in death! In the hour of affliction and trial this glorious attribute 
shines through the clouds of adversity assuring us of the needed 
strength to endure with God’s help. When the cross weighs heavily 
upon us and we become depressed, He cheers our weary hearts with 
such passages as, “Fear not: for I have redeemed thee, I have called 
thee by thy name; thou art Mine” (Is. 43:1). “I will never leave thee, 
nor forsake thee” (Heb. 13:5). And finally, in the hour of death, He lov
ingly sends His holy angels to take our soul into the eternal mansions,

We do not deserve God’s love because we are by nature sinners. The 
Apostle reminds all of us that “when we were yet without strength, in 
due time Christ died for the ungodly. For scarcely for a righteous man 
will one die: yet peradventure for a good man some would even dare to 
die. But God commendeth His love toward us, in that, while we were yet 
sinners, Christ died for us. Much more then, being now justified by His 
blood, we shall be saved from wrath through Him. For if when we were 
enemies, we were reconciled to God by the death of His Son, much 
more, being reconciled, we shall be saved by His life” (Rom. 5:6-10). 
This glorious message of salvation is revealed to us in God’s holy 
Word, the precious Gospel. We, of ourselves, could not believe this 
message. “The natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of 
God; for they are foolishness unto him; neither can he know them, be
cause they are spiritually discerned” (1 Cor. 2:14). God the Holy Spirit 
has worked that saving faith in our hearts which takes hold of Christ’s 
merit. We confess with Luther, “I believe that I cannot by my own rea
son or strength believe in Jesus Christ, my Lord, or come to Him; but 
the Holy Ghost has called me by the Gospel, enlightened me with His 
gifts, sanctified and kept me in the true faith ...”

God loves all men. “God so loved the world ... ” He earnestly desires 
the salvation of all men. God did not prepare hell for men, but rather for 
the devil and his wicked angels. He wants all men to accept the Lord 
Jesus in true faith, and then finally to enter into the everlasting joys of 
heaven. The Apostle Peter reminds us that “[the Lord] is not willing 
that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance” (II Pet. 
3:9). What a terrible thing it is when men spurn and reject the love of 
God, for they only succeed in bringing upon themselves eternal destruc
tion. “He that believeth not the Son shall not see life; but the wrath of 
Godabideth on him” (John 3:36).



—M. L. N.

III. What Happened as the Result
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HISTORICAL ESS

‘^fje formation oftfje <E>rtfjo6ox 
futfjeran Conference, 1951 ”

[Editor’s Note: In the Sept/Oct 2001 issue, we inadvertently omitted 
several paragraphs from Part III of Pastor Mensing's convention essay, 
"The Formation of the Orthodox Lutheran Conference, 1951." There

fore we are here presenting the entire Part III.]

delivered to the
Fiftieth Annua! Convention of the Concordia Lutheran Conference 

by
The Rev. David T. Mensing, Pastor  Peace Ev. Lutheran Church, 

Oak Forest, Illinois

The news of the organization of this new church body in September 
1951 traveled with lightning speed, but the effect that it had varied 
greatly from place to place and from person to person. Many of those 
who considered themselves “conservatives” in the Missouri Synod were 
literally awestruck by the fact that our men had actually cut their ties 
with the Synod and had set out “on their own.” While some few re
joiced with us, and some fewer even admired us, others warned of dire 
consequences to come once synodical officials got wind of this devel
opment. What were our men thinking?? What about their families?? 
What about their synodical pensions??? Didn’t they think that perhaps

for “he that believeth on the Son, hath everlasting life" (John 3:36). 
Therefore let us rejoice and praise God as we are privileged once again 
to hear this blessed message of Christmas in word and song: “God loves 
me!”
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they had been a bit precipitous? How could they hope to save the Synod 
by leaving it?? Did they really envision the Orthodox Lutheran Con
ference, with its small size, “competing” with the Synod?? —They 
were filled with questions which only betrayed their personal unwilling
ness to obey the Word and will of God, to "avoid them” whom they 
had marked as continuing to cause divisions and offenses contrary to 
the doctrine which they had learned, and to stand shoulder-to-shoulder 
with their fellow “conservatives,” always abounding in the work of the 
Lord, and trusting that their labor and sacrifice and want and even per
secution for the Lord’s sake would not be in vain. Disappointingly, our 
numbers did not grow significantly; and the bold step that our men took 
at Okabena and that they hoped would serve as an example and impetus 
to others, did NOT trigger a like response from the remaining fifty-two 
signers of the Confession of Faith, nor from those who had pledged at 
least “moral support” to our men-in-combat. "They all with one consent 
began to make excuse” (Luke 14:18) for their inaction, excuses not 
unlike those offered by the invited guests who scorned the Lord’s great 
supper of grace: All sorts of temporal concerns consumed their think
ing, and it was as if they had mutually agreed to cite just certain ones as 
“legitimate.” Some became “spiritually creative” like Saul of old, blam
ing their disobedience upon "the people, ” for whose sake they had de
cided to “stay in and fight”! They would have a fearful accounting to 
give!

But this news caught many in the synodical hierarchy completely by 
surprise, and they found themselves hard put to exercise prompt and ef
fective “damage control” once the story was out. One incident in par
ticular is worth mentioning by way of example. Pastor H. David 
Mensing of Tinley Park, Illinois, one of the original founders of the 
Conference and your essayist’s late father, wrote up a news release 
about the founding of the O. L. C. and took it to the local paper, hoping 
that it would be printed without much cutting and editing. He specially 
wanted the reason for its founding to be made public so that his congre
gation, still in the Synod, and the general population of the town would 
know the unvarnished facts. Little did he expect that the article would 
run as front page news and that the editor would typeset the following 
headline on the basis of the article’s content: LUTHERAN 
CHURCH-MISSOURI SYNOD SPLITS; NEW CHURCH 
FORMED. The story, which ran in the Tinley Park Times on October 
11, 1951, spread like wildfire; and the Northern Illinois District of the
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Synod, taken completely off guard by this “bombshell” in a small town 
newspaper, was unable to “kill” it or even to contain it. Of particular 
concern to the officials, beside the headline, of course, was the follow
ing portion:

When the synodical officials were unable to persuade the local newspa
per editor to print a retraction or even a “correction” in a subsequent 
issue, they immediately set about instituting in their grossest form the 
tactics of intimidation referred to in the first part of our essay. They bra
zenly invaded sovereign local congregations and persuaded them to put 
out their faithful protesting pastors in bold opposition to the Word of 
God, making of them examples to other conservatives of what happens 
to those who dare to oppose the synodical hierarchy.  Within less than 
a month of the adjournment of the first convention of our Conference, 
and only four days after the appearance of the newspaper article cited 
above, officials of the Northern Illinois District of the Lutheran 
Church-Missouri Synod invaded Trinity Ev. Lutheran Church in Tinley 
Park, contrary to two separate resolutions of its Voters’ Assembly NOT 
TO INVITE THEM IN. Five officials collaborated with several disgruntled 
members of the local church council to persuade the congregation to 
depose Pastor Mensing from office, charging him in the minutes of the 
congregational meeting —these charges having been added to the re
cord several days AFTER the meeting— with “schismatic action” and

On September 25 and 26, a group of conservative con
gregations, pastors, and individual laymen withdrew 
from the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod for doctrinal 
reasons and formed a new church-body called the Ortho
dox Lutheran Conference.

The break was precipitated by Missouri’s tolerance of 
unscriptural doctrines publicly advocated by a group of 
men in its midst since 1945 and by the Synod’s adoption 
of the “Common Confession” in 1950, which places the 
synod on a new and different confessional platform. 
Shortly after its adoption by the Missouri synod, the 
“Common Confession” was approved also by the 
American Lutheran Church.

The Orthodox Lutheran Conference, on the other 
hand, has pledged itself to the confessional principles 
formerly held by the Missouri Synod.
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As one who vividly remembers the turmoil of those days, your essayist, 
as a boy of eleven years of age, who ordinarily should have been out
side playing ball with his friends, was passionately concerned about this 
fight to preserve the precious truth of God’s Word for ourselves and for

with “unfaithfulness.” The vote was not unanimous, but the action 
“stood.” For over a year Pastor Mensing had been teaching his congre
gation about the errors in the Synod, had refused to keep silent about 
them, had declined the rewards offered him by synodical officials for 
his cooperation, and had been instrumental in the formation of the Or
thodox Lutheran Conference. He also had dared to “embarrass” the 
Synod by placing that strategic article in the local press.  Two weeks 
later, the same officials had Pastor Melvin L. Natterer of Lansing, Illi
nois, summarily deposed from the office committed to him by the Holy 
Ghost. Significantly, it was Reformation Day, October 31, 1951, as the 
axe fell on yet another stalwart confessor of the truth and founding 
member of the Orthodox Lutheran Conference.  On the very same 
evening, six hundred fifty miles to the west, the Rev. Paul R. Bloedel of 
Wilmot, South Dakota, was summarily deposed from his pastorate, both 
he and Pastor Natterer having attended Springfield Seminary together, 
both having refused to sign the constitution and by-laws of the Synod 
with their recent unscriptural amendments, BUT both of them signatories 
to both the Confession of Faith and the Articles of Agreement of the 
Orthodox Lutheran Conference. Both paid a heavy price for their faith
fulness, but both rejoiced at having been singled out for persecution for 
righteousness’ sake.  Still other ousters were carried out elsewhere, 
and some pastors were simply forced to resign. By God’s grace, several 
pastors enjoyed the confidence of their people and kept intact a small 
remnant congregation to bring into the O. L. C. However, for most of 
those who considered themselves “conservatives” at this time in the 
Synod’s history, the handwriting was on the wail concerning their im
mediate and remote future in the Missouri Synod if they engaged in ac
tive protest; and they simply hunkered down, as it were, to wait out the 
war. This was sad to witness for our stalwart men; for if all who had 
marked the Missouri Synod as heterodox during those years of conflict 
had stayed the course, had made their protest mean something, and had 
left the Synod when it was evident that repentance and amendment was 
not forthcoming, the Orthodox Lutheran Conference could have be
come a sizeable church body under the Lord’s blessing and a “drawing 
card” of sorts to attract those who thought that they had nowhere to go.
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The Orthodox Lutheran Conference, on the other hand, in spite of its 
small size and limited finances, in spite of later political in-fighting 
which took its toll on the peace and unity it enjoyed in the early years, 
and in spite of the efforts of Satan, the world, and the sinful flesh of its 
members to destroy it, was not the “flash-in-the-pan” that many had 
predicted it to be. Our Concordia Lutheran Conference TODAY is its 
direct descendant and, by God’s grace, the bearer of its precious heri
tage of God’s Word in its truth and purity, both in doctrine and in prac-

the generation to come. It was a passion created by the Holy Spirit 
through the means of His Gospel, as I tasted the sweetness of His grace 
in the Holy Scriptures and wondered out loud what we would ever do 
without it. I greatly admired the courage of my father and the other 
founders of our precious Conference and was grateful for their sacri
fices; and, at the same time, 1 was puzzled — no, I was perplexed and 
angered— by the lack of zeal for God’s Word and by the absence of 
commitment on the part of those who, along with Pastors Bloedel, Nat- 
terer, and Mensing, had clearly marked the Missouri Synod as a hetero
dox body and yet refused to avoid her when she persistently refused 
their admonition. Today, the Missouri Synod is in a far worse state than 
she was in 1950, and the false doctrine and practice which is now after 
fifty years her hallmark has continued to grow virtually unchecked. 
She is not only heterodox, but she lacks doctrinal discipline, has no 
spiritual unity in her midst, has no real interest in the truth, and is a pat
ently unionistic fellowship of nominal “Lutherans” who worship to
gether, take communion together, pray together, and do church work 
together even though they KNOW FULL WELL that they are not agreed. 
And their lack of agreement is a condition with which they are content 
to live, even the so-called “conservatives” among them, who “sleep 
with the enemy” and then deceive themselves into thinking that they 
haven’t become dirty because of it. Who is primarily responsible for the 
existence of this whited sepulcher? I say it is those who, fifty years ago, 
recognized this spiritual blight and cancer in its early stages, when it 
should have been vigorously attacked and surgically removed, and did 
nothing about it! The responsibility lies with those who marked the het
erodox but refused to “avoid them” —for their own safety and as an 
example to the rest of their brethren, to those who became leavened and 
victimized because their leaders were shamefully derelict in their duty 
and brought upon themselves the condemnation of God through Eze
kiel, His prophet (Ezekiel 3:17-19).



SOLI DEO GLORIA!

THAKKSGlVfflG
Luke 17:11-19
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During this Thanksgiving Season we give praise to God for His many 
blessings that are daily poured out upon us His people and upon our 
Nation. By in large, the people of this country do not truly understand 
the misery of ignorance, disease, and suffering that existed during the

God's Word is our great heritage 
and shall be ours forever!

To spread its light from age to age 
shall be our chief endeavor.

Through life it guides our way; 
in death it is our stay.

Lord, grant while worlds endure 
we keep its teachings pure 
throughout all generations!

tice! Fifty years ago, those of us who were there remember with praise 
to God the unity, the commitment, the zeal, the joy, and the peace that 
characterized our infant church body, freed from the tyranny of synodi
cal lords and masters and dedicated to the objects that still today com
prise the agenda of our Conference. The Lord of Hosts graciously and, 
yes, mightily led us in a glorious exodus out of spiritual bondage into 
the promised land of His precious Truth. Let us now, continuing in His 
Word of truth that makes us free, go forward with one accord as His 
disciples indeed to make full proof of the goodly heritage He has pre
served for us and for our children, sharing with them the history of this 
spiritual adventure and the blessings He has in store for them, “that the 
generation to come might know them, even the children which should 
be born, who should arise and declare them to their children, that they 
might set their hope in God, and not forget the works of God, but keep 
His commandments” (Psalm 78:6-7), to the praise of the glory of His 
grace in Christ Jesus, our Savior! To Him be glory and dominion for
ever and ever! Amen.
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In the Old and New Testaments, one of the most dreaded diseases of 
that day was leprosy. It was particularly dreaded because it was con
sidered incurable; the only available treatment was an absolute quar
antine from all those uninfected by the disease. The leper was imme
diately and totally separated from the rest of society; he was consid
ered perpetually defiled and unclean. According to Mosaic Law it 
was forbidden to touch a leper, and anything he touched was ceremo
nially unclean.

The infection of leprosy attacks and permanently damages the skin 
and nervous system. It causes the sufferer to not feel the warnings of 
pain in the extremities of his hands and feet therefore it was easy for 
the leper to cause injury to himself without knowing it. For this rea
son it was typical for lepers to be missing parts of their bodies; fin
gers, toes, etc. usually due to a self-inflicted injury. A person who 
suffered with this dread disease was regarded by society as already 
dead, for it was considered incurable and progressively destructive.

time of Jesus that is still present in various parts of the world today. 
The Center for Disease Control reported recently that measles have 
been virtually eradicated from the United States along with Polio, a 
terrible disease of a generation ago, yet seldom seen today in the 
Northern Hemisphere. Today the number one cause of death in the 
world is not heart disease or cancer, but diseases caused by unsafe 
drinking water. How thankful we should be and never take for 
granted how God has blessed us with an abundance of pure drinking 
water along with the God-provided knowledge of disease prevention 
that saves thousands of lives each year.

As our Lord Jesus traveled to Jerusalem in Luke 17, He passed 
through the midst of Samaria and Galilee. Upon entering a village He 
was met by ten lepers. The men stood afar off and cried out, “Jesus, 
Master, have mercy on us.” Perhaps these men had heard that Jesus 
could heal leprosy as He had done for the leper who approached Jesus 
as He descended from the Sermon on the Mount, saying, “‘Lord if 
thou wilt thou canst make me clean.’ And Jesus put forth His 
hand and touched Him, saying, ‘I will; be thou clean.’ And imme
diately his leprosy was cleansed” (Matt. 8:1-3). However limited 
their knowledge of Christ was, it gave them hope that Jesus was able 
and might be willing to heal them if they asked Him. Therefore, they 
cried out to Him for mercy.
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How fortunate it was that these ten lepers had heard enough about 
Christ’s healing power to call upon Him for His aid. Jesus’ response to 
their request was different than on other occasions. He did not lay His 
hands upon them, or offer a prayer to His Father on their behalf, but 
instead He gave them a simple command: “Go show yourselves unto 
the priests.” Whenever a person recovered from his leprosy, the Law 
of Moses instructed him to go show himself to the priest at the Temple 
who would then examine him, offer a sacrifice, and declare him clean 
from his leprosy. The Priest’s certification confirmed his recovery al
lowing him safely to return to normal society.

The word of Jesus to these men contained both a command and a 
promise, and on this basis they obeyed. Though undoubtedly per
plexed at Jesus’ words, they went on their way to the priest as He had 
commanded. Luke reveals, as they acted on the Word of our Lord in 
simple trust and obedience and traveled to see the Priest, that they sud
denly realized they had been healed of their leprosy. Being the om
nipotent Son of God, Christ instantly and completely healed these 
men. However, as these men in the excitement and glorious realization 
of their miraculous healing continued on to the Priest, only one of 
them, the Samaritan, returned to Jesus to give thanks.

As we look at the Ten Lepers, we see a picture of the common afflic
tion of all mankind. The characteristics of leprosy can be compared to 
the Bible’s description of sin and its spiritual results. Sin afflicts all 
men, for “All have sinned and come short of the glory of 
God” (Rom. 3:23). Thus man by nature is separated from God, dead 
in trespasses and sins, and unable to understand the Kingdom of God 
or have a true relationship with God (Eph. 2:1,2; I Cor. 2:14; Rom. 
8:7). The universality of sin is illustrated in the fact that sin cuts across 
racial, national, and cultural lines. Among the ten lepers that day was a 
Samaritan. In ordinary circumstances a Samaritan would never have 
been in the company of Jews for they hated one another, but as a fel
low leper he found companionship with his former enemies. This one 
common factor of sin levels all of mankind, for we are all equally sin
ners in the sight of God and equally in need of the Savior. Man cannot 
cure himself of sin, for apart from the death of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
the payment for the penalty of man’s sins, he would remain in his 
darkened condition.
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How wonderful is the Gospel which offers to penitent sinners the prom
ise of the forgiveness of sins. Therefore the believer gives all glory to 
God for his salvation, realizing, as the Samaritan did, that all we have 
received is a gift of God’s grace apart from our works. A heart of grati
tude evidenced by songs of praise and thanksgiving is the only proper 
response when we understand through the Gospel the grace of God in 
Christ. Such gratitude and thanksgiving is powerful evidence of true 
faith, for it demonstrates our understanding of the Gospel. In gratitude,

It is apparent that the Samaritan had received not only physical healing 
that day, but also something much greater. By Christ’s Word in connec
tion with the miracle, this man came to believe in Jesus as his Savior for 
the forgiveness of sins. The faith bom in his heart apprehended the sav
ing power of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of his sins. The demon
stration of the Samaritan’s true faith was that he “turned back, and 
with a loud voice glorified God, and fell down on his face at His 
feet, giving him thanks.” A man forgiven and declared righteous by 
grace for Christ’s sake through faith will overflow with thanksgiving to 
God in the knowledge he has not earned or deserved in the least the 
mercy of God given to him in Christ. The Samaritan knew he had as 
little to do with the forgiveness of his sins as with the healing of his lep
rosy; both were given by grace apart from his works. The only proper 
response of a sinner forgiven by God is thanksgiving and praise in light 
of the unmerited favor and goodness of God given freely in Christ to 
poor miserable sinners.

As Jesus looked around for the other lepers who had been healed, we 
can almost feel the expression of His pain and disappointment as He 
wondered out loud: “Were there not ten cleansed? But where are the 
nine?” Yet how often are we as guilty as those nine lepers who re
ceived such a miraculous blessing from Christ, yet neglected to return 
and give thanks? We Christians are too often ungrateful and fail to 
show, as we should, thanksgiving to God even though we have been 
given so much more from God than any other people on the earth. We 
have received the forgiveness of sins and eternal life. Spiritually, we 
have been made whole. This makes us appreciate that Jesus confirmed 
and blessed the faith of this Samaritan who was now a member of the 
Kingdom of God by faith. “And He said unto him, ‘Arise, go thy 
way; thy faith hath made thee whole?” He had been healed in both 
body and soul.



(L.H. 27, 1-4)

Amen.

—R. A. M.
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The Unwitting Role of Civil Government 
in the Fulfillment of Divine Prophecy

let us obey the words of Hebrews 13:15 which says: “By Him there
fore let us offer the sacrifice of praise to God continually, that is, 
the fruit of our lips; giving thanks to His Name.” Therefore we say 
with the hymn writer:

He crowns thy life with love when ransomedfrom the grave; 
He that redeemed my soul from hell hath sov ’reign power to save.

Oh, bless the Lord, my soul! Let all within me join 
and aid my tongue to bless His Name whose favors are divine.

Tis He forgives thy sins; Tis He relieves thy pain; 
Tis He that heals thy sicknesses and makes thee young again.

“And it came to pass in those days that there went 
out a decree from Caesar Augustus that all the 
world should be taxed .... And all went to be 
taxed, everyone into his own city. And Joseph also 
went up from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, 
into Judea, unto the City of David, which is called 
Bethlehem, because he was of the house and line
age of David, to be taxed with Mary, his espoused 
wife, being great with child.” —Luke 2:1-5

Oh, bless the Lord, my soul, nor let His mercies lie 
Forgotten in unthankfulness and without praises die!
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For all of its faults and excesses, its corruption and depravity, its idola
try and hedonism, its injustice and cruelty, the Roman Empire had been 
“ordained of God" (Romans 13:1) for the maintenance of law and or
der, of justice and protection, of quietude and peace among its citizens. 
“There is no power but of God, ” writes the Apostle Paul, “the powers 
that be” serving as God’s instruments in His Kingdom of Power for 
the temporal welfare of society. The chief executive of a civil govern
ment and his deputies and appointees occupy positions of power “for 
the punishment of evildoers and for the praise of them that do well” (I 
Peter 2:14); and they have the right, as the “ministers of God, ” to ex
pect their citizens to be obedient and law-abiding “subjects. ” The duty 
of subjection applies equally to just and unjust governments, as both 
Paul and Peter aptly demonstrated when they willingly suffered martyr
dom “for righteousness’ sake” (I Peter 3:14) under the Romans. Only 
when the government commands us to do what God in His Word for
bids, or forbids us to do what God in His Word commands, then we not 
only may, but we must disobey it (Acts 5:29). Some officials are spe
cially authorized to levy taxes (Romans 13:6) to finance the govern
ment’s programs for the common good and the general welfare. And, 
whether we Christians personally agree with the way our own govern
ment allocates public funds, and whether the purposes of expenditures 
comport with righteousness, virtue, and morality OR NOT, we are to be 
subject to its laws and to pay our taxes, “not only for wrath but also for 
conscience sake ” (Romans 13:5-7).

These principles of God’s Word sometimes come as a “surprise” to 
those who despise their government and its authority, who imagine that 
“democratic” principles supersede Scriptural principles, and that there
fore THE GOVERNMENT must be subject to THEM. But Scripture is abun
dantly clear about the role of civil governments here in this world, as 
well as the duty of their citizens to be “subject” to them. We indeed 
have much to be thankful for as Americans that OUR government grants 
to us “civil liberties” that are unknown in many parts of the world 
(including, above all, the freedom to worship God and to teach and 
practice in accordance with His Word without governmental interfer
ence); for we need only read in history of the peril and persecution suf
fered by the early Christians under the Roman Empire to appreciate the 
blessings we enjoy by God’s grace under our imperfect, flawed, often 
corrupt, and in many respects morally bankrupt government today.
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Likewise in the New Testament, “when the fulness of the time was 
come” (Galatians 4:4), God caused Caesar Augustus, the heathen em
peror of the “one-world government” of his day, to enact a decree that, 
unbeknownst to him, worked to the fulfillment of sacred prophecy con
cerning the birthplace of the promised Savior. Both Mary and Joseph 
were residents of Nazareth in Galilee; and it is completely reasonable to 
assume that, barring the “decree from Caesar Augustus, ” they would 
have remained in Nazareth for the birth of the Lord Jesus. After all, 
Mary was by that time almost full-term in her pregnancy, “being great 
with child; ” and the harrowing ordeal of a long trip of almost 85 miles 
on foot or on donkey-back for no compelling reason would have been 
unthinkable. It was not, as some have theorized, that Joseph would have 
taken Mary “out of town” in any event to shield her reputation from 
criticism. For Joseph had already been informed by God’s angel con
cerning the origin of Mary’s son and had taken to himself his wife 
(Matthew 1:24) with full confidence in her chastity and faithfulness and 
with the happy anticipation that the child was the long-promised Savior 
(v.21).

But civil governments sometimes serve more than “the general welfare” 
of their people. Even a heathen, wicked, abominable regime may be 
used by God as an instrument to accomplish His purpose and will, espe
cially as He rules over the nations of the world specifically in the inter
est and for the welfare of His believing children. A striking example of 
this in the Old Testament was God’s use of Cyrus, king of Persia, to re
turn the Jews from their Babylonian Captivity (606-536 B.C.) to the 
land of Judah to rebuild the Temple of God, and to resume their full po
litical independence. Instead of being assimilated into the heathen na
tions of the Babylonians, Medes, and Persians —as the ten tribes of Is
rael were lost forever in the Assyrian Captivity (ca. 722 B.C.)— the 
tribes of Judah and Benjamin were preserved by God for the sake of the 
Messianic lineage (Genesis 49:10); and “the Lord stirred up the spirit 
of Cyrus, king of Persia, that he made a proclamation” (II Chronicles 
36:22-23) that the Jews’ captivity should be ended and that they should 
return to Palestine. While the Lord could certainly have accomplished 
the deliverance of His people without the cooperation of Cyrus, He spe
cially demonstrated His almighty control over the most powerful king
dom of the world at that time by using Cyrus as His instrument to fulfil 1 
His sacred purpose.
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However, the Lord through the Prophet Micah (5:2) had prophesied that 
His Messiah, who was “/<? be ruler in Israel,” would be bom in 
"Bethlehem Ephratah” [literally “Bethlehem the Fruitful”], one of the 
littlest of all the towns in Judah. It had been King David’s ancestral 
home (I Samuel 16:1); and the Lord had determined that the "Son of 
David,” the "righteous Branch” that He would raise unto David 
(Jeremiah 23:5-6), would be bom, appropriately enough, in "the City of 
David, which is called Bethlehem. ” He therefore caused Caesar Augus
tus to decree an empire-wide census of his subjects, the mechanics of 
which required that they report to their ancestral city to register their 
names into a kind of genealogical data-base. "Because he was of the 
house and lineage of David, ” Joseph, who was to be Jesus’ father-of- 
record before the world (Luke 3:23; John 1:45; 6:42) since no one 
would believe Him to have been bom of a virgin, went to Bethlehem 
"to be taxed with Mary, his espoused wife, ” who also was of the house 
and lineage of David (Luke 3:23ff.). Thus both Mary and Joseph were 
officially recorded in the census as being of Davidic lineage; and Jesus 
Himself, soon to be "bom in Bethlehem of Judea” (Matthew 2:1), 
would be known as the "Son of David, ” both because of His temporal 
descendancy and because of His messianic office.

The baseless arguments of scoffers and skeptics that for years called 
into question the whole matter of this census have long since been 
shown to be bogus on the basis of archaeological findings. Neverthe
less, the record of Holy Scripture stands sure, even lacking 
“independent” corroboration by secular evidence. “Facts are facts,” and 
the Holy Spirit of God made no errors in matters of history, geography, 
or science when He committed His precious oracles to men; for "God is 
not a man that He should lie” (Numbers 23:19). Caesar Augustus, his 
policies, and his decisions were without his knowledge controlled by 
God Himself to accomplish His will, to fulfill the Scriptures of the 
prophets, and to validate “for the record” the temporal lineage of His 
only-begotten Son, our Savior. What an astounding evidence of His 
omnipotence! And what a comfort to us in these latter days of sore dis
tress that Jesus Christ, “true God, begotten of the Father from eternity, 
and also true man, bom of the Virgin Mary,” is the King of all kings 
and Lord of all lords, who rules over all things in heaven and on earth 
to His glory and for the welfare of His believing children! (Ephesians 
1:19-23). "To Him be glory and dominion forever and ever! Amen. ” (I 
Peter 5:11).
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After having fallen out of popularity over the last couple of decades, 
heavy metal rock music is back in the mainstream, and it is more vi
cious, more morally corrupt than ever. A report in USA Today ob
served, “after a long dry spell, a heavy reign is under way as loud, row
dier extremes of rock’n’roll move to center stage. Though hard-pressed 
to find a receptive ear aboveground in the late ‘90s, hard rock and 
heavy metal are rebounding in the new millennium” (July 6, 2001). 
Some of the popular groups are Disturbed, Crossbreed, Incubus (refers 
to sexual relationship with demons), Slipknot (suicide, murder), Cult, 
Morbid Angel, Crazy Town, Papa Roach (refers to marijuana), Tantric 
(refers to Hinduism), Slayer, and the blasphemous Godsmack. The 
Ozzfest concerts of the last few years, promoted by old Black Sabbath
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To Thee, then, O Jesus, this day of Thy birth 
be glory and honor through heaven and earth, 

true Godhead incarnate, omnipotent Word!
Oh, come, let us adore Him, Christ, the Lord!

(L.H. 102, 4)

—D. T. M.
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At the Ozzfest rock concert in Denver, June 21, Satanist Marilyn Man- 
son cursed the Bible and Christians and claimed that God is a bad influ
ence. Manson held up a Bible and cursed it and led the crowd of 23,000 
young people in cursing the Christians who had tried to stop his appear
ance at the concert. Manson read from the book of Psalms and then 
asked the crowd, “Now, I ask you, who is the worse influence, God or 
Marilyn Manson?” The rock crowd screamed out, “God!” (Church 
News Notes, July 6, 2001).

frontman Ozzy Osbourne, have helped stir a revival in heavy metal 
rock. The “music” of these groups encourages young people “to hate 
themselves, their parents, and the world” in general (in the words of 
USA Today). Slayer’s music is “about serial killers, Nazis and chop
ping up bodies.” Slayer’s upcoming eighth album is titled “God Hates 
Us All.” ... (Church News Notes, July 13, 2001).

Martin Luther once wrote, “I firmly believe, nor am I ashamed to 
assert, that next to theology no art is equal to music; for it is the 
only one, except theology, which is able to give a quiet and happy 
mind” (What Luther Says, Vol. n, page 983). The devil, of course, 
is fully aware of this fact. No wonder, then, that we observe how he 
cunningly strives to place this gracious gift of God in the service of 
sin. This should be obvious to every wide awake Christian, particu
larly in these last evil days in which the devil has been loosed (Rev. 
20:3). We must fight against these assaults of the destroyer as he 
seeks to lead us Christians, especially our young people, to listen to 
such sinful music and even to learn and sing the words of those 
songs which pander to the fleshly lusts which war against the soul (I 
Pet. 2:11). Instead of giving in to such sinful ways of the world, we 
should follow what the Lord tells us to do through the pen of the 
Apostle Paul, “speaking to yourselves in psalms and hymns and 
spiritual songs, singing and making melody in your heart to the 
Lord” (Eph. 5:19); “let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all 
wisdom; teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and 
hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the 
Lord” (Col. 3:16). Make it a habit in your personal life to memorize 
and to sing the fine Scriptural hymns which we have in our Lu
theran Hymnal, and you will experience a wonderful remedy 
against the devil and his temptations!
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Read what the almighty Creator of heaven and earth tells us! 
Genesis 19; Leviticus 18:22; 20:13; Romans 1:21-27; 1 Corinthians 
6: 9; 1 Timothy 1:10; 2 Peter 2: 6-9; Jude 7.

While the area bishop, Mark Hanson, has issued a notice of censure 
against the church, in typical liberal double-talk, it does not take effect 
until September 1st. Hanson is hoping that the denomination’s assem
bly, which meets in August, will change the policy so the censure will 
be canceled.

The following item is condensed from an article written by Mel Foss in 
The Norwood Young America Times, June 23, 2001.

Never in a million years did I think I would ever be writing an article 
against the actions of a church that has been such a very large part of 
my life. But there is no way that I can quietly sit back and say nothing. 
Yesterday on the way home from work I was listening to radio station 
KKMS which is 980 on the AM dial. Pastor Tom Brock was the an
nouncer and he was talking about a church in St. Paul where the ELCA 
recently ordained Anita Hill, an openly homosexual woman, as pastor. 
The church’s original position was that it was “against the wishes of the 
church.” She was ordained anyway, so the ELCA body needed to take 
some type of action. The very least that the church could do was to cen
sure, and that is just what they did. A simple slap to the back of the 
hand. What does this censure involve? This church retains its full fel
lowship with the other churches of the ELCA. Anita Hill gets to keep 
her ordination, she is now an ordained pastor of the ELCA, yet at the 
moment is not allowed to preach the Gospel of Jesus Christ from any 
ELCA pulpit. But she can still work with the families and the children 
in the ELCA church. She still retains her position of full authority 
within the church even though as a person of God, she is openly living 
in sin as described in the Bible. OK Mel, but don’t we all sin? Yes, we 
most certainly do, but many of us have never had the guts to ask a 
church or God to endorse and approve our sin! Any church that en
dorses this sin of homosexuality is most certainly anathema! Believe 
me, anathema is not what you want for your church, that makes it 
cursed and damned. I have no choice but to walk away from the local 
ELCA church in our community ... no longer will I speak from any 
ELCA pulpit, for they have cheapened my God with their apparent stan
dards on this sin ...
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Sexual Fulfillment for Single and Married, Straight and Gay, Young 
and Old, is the name of the book by Herbert W. Chilstrom (former Pre
siding Bishop ELCA) and Lowell O. Erdahl, (former Bishop of the St. 
Paul Area Synod ELCA) Minneapolis, Minnesota, and recently pub
lished by Augsburg Fortress of the ELCA. These ELCA leaders de
scribe how they had arrived at their change of attitude toward homo
sexuality. “By the mid-1980s, we knew many homosexual people, in
cluding several pastors and many gay and lesbian children of Lutheran 
pastors. Many were in long-term relationships. We found them to be as 
devoted to each other as any of our straight, married friends” ... “By the 
early 1990s, we found that we had moved clear across the spectrum. By 
then we were convinced that homosexuality is not a choice but a dis
covery, that gay and lesbian persons should be afforded full civil rights, 
and that their relationships of trust and fidelity should be affirmed. We 
saw that sexual orientation for gay and lesbian persons, like that of het
erosexuals, is not just the physical magnetism of sexual attraction, but is 
also an orientation of affection, love, and yearning to be loved. We 
came to understand that it involves not only the urges of the body but 
the longings of heart, mind, and spirit for life-giving companionship 
and lifelong friendship.” ... “Out of all these experiences we have come 
to a place where we affirm life-giving sexual fulfillment for gays and 
lesbians and welcome the creation of responsible, committed same-sex 
relationship” ... “we encourage those in such relationships to live to
gether with the same kind of mutual love, mutual respect, mutual open
ness, and mutual faithfulness that we have envisioned for heterosexual 
marriage” (105-106) ... “Both of us have moved beyond the stage in 
our own thinking. If we accept the notion that homo-sexual persons are 
genuinely sexual beings with strong desires to share in an intimate rela
tionship, then it seems unconscionable to deny them the privilege of 
such life-giving companionship.” (107-108) ... “We believe that openly 
gay and lesbian persons should be ordained by the same standards as 
straight persons” (111) ... “Paul (the Apostle) most certainly did not 
know what we know today about the nature of homosexuality” ... “Our 
own conclusion is that there are no specific references in the New Tes
tament to the question that most concerns us — the long-term commit
ment of love and trust between consenting persons of the same gender” 
... “We now have information and insights that were unknown and, 
therefore, never considered in biblical times. To ignore, to deny, these 
realities is, we believe, a betrayal of God’s gifts of knowledge and rea
son” (115-117).
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The past five years have produced still stronger evidence that human 
activities are influencing climate and that the earth is likely to get hotter 
than previously predicted, a U.N. panel of climate scientists says. The 
conclusions by the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, the 
most authoritative scientific voice on global warming, is expected to 
unleash new controversy as scientists and governments debate the 
earth’s climate in the coming decade. The report’s summary, a copy of 
which was obtained by The Associated Press, was distributed to gov
ernment officials worldwide this week and will be fine-tuned at a meet
ing of world government representatives early next year. While some 
wording will change, the panel’s scientific findings cannot be altered, 
several participants in crafting the summary report said. It is the first 
full-scale review and update of the state of climate science by the IPCC 
panel since 1995 when the same group concluded there is “a discernible 
human influence” on the earth’s climate - the so-called “greenhouse” 
effect caused by the buildup of heat-trapping chemicals in the atmos
phere. The panel concluded that average global temperature increases 
ranging from 2.7 to as much as 11 degrees Fahrenheit can be expected 
by the end of this century if current trends of concentration of heat
trapping gases continue unabated in the atmosphere. (Associated Press, 
October 2000)

Now read what GOD, the almighty Creator of heaven and earth, 
declares in Romans 1:24-27; I Corinthians 6:9,10; I Timothy 1:10; 
Jude 7; Genesis 19. Those who so arrogantly twist Scripture to con
form with their perverted views set their sinful reason above the 
plain Word of God and are not true Lutherans, yea, not the disci
ples of the Lord Jesus Christ who tells us, “If ye continue in My 
Word, then are ye My disciples indeed” (John 8:31). Such do not 
speak as “the oracles of God” (I Pet. 4:11), but as the oracles of the 
“father of all lies” (John 8:44).

“Great men are not always wise” (Job 32:9). Those who consider 
themselves so wise and who may be even regarded by the world as 
the final authority in their particular field are not necessarily so 
wise. The Lord warns, “Seest thou a man wise in his own conceit?
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...that some of our readers received their copies of the 
September-October issue improperly collated or with sev
eral pages inserted upside down. If you received such a 
copy and would like a replacement, please let us know. We 
regret your frustration and any inconvenience.

There is more hope of a fool than of him” (Prov. 26:12). “Woe unto 
them that are wise in their own eyes, and prudent in their own 
sight!” (Is. 5:21). Only those are truly wise who believe in Jesus as 
their Savior from sin, death and hell, and who humbly submit to 
His Word, recognizing that all their gifts and talents have been en
trusted to them by the Lord. Therefore “let not the wise man glory 
in his wisdom ... but let him that glorieth glory in this, that he un- 
derstandeth and knoweth Me, that I am the Lord which exercise 
lovingkindness, judgment, and righteousness, in the earth: for in 
these things I delight, saith the Lord” (Jer. 9:23,24). Consequently 
we do not find many among the so-called “learned” of this world 
who confess faith in the Savior and declare His Word to be the final 
Truth! The Apostle reminds us, “that not many wise men after the 
flesh, not many mighty, not many noble, are called: but God hath 
chosen the foolish things of the world to confound the wise; and 
God hath chosen the weak things of the world to confound the 
things which are mighty; and base things of the world, and things 
which are despised, hath God chosen, yea, and things which are 
not, to bring to nought things that are: that no flesh should glory in 
His presence” (I Cor. 1:26-29). Instead of listening to the “scare tac
tics” of the worldly-wise, we Christians have the comforting prom
ise from the all-wise God that “while the earth remaineth, seedtime 
and harvest, and cold and heat, and summer and winter, and day 
and night shall not cease” (Gen. 8:22).


