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The Physical Ascension of the Lord Jesus
Is Proof Positive of His Omnipotence
“And it came to pass, while He blessed them, He was parted from them
and carried up into heaven.” Luke 24:51
Parting from dear friends, beloved relatives, and especially from cherished brethren in the faith is never easy —even if just for a short time.
Their absence from our immediate lives leaves a real void, an emptiness, which cannot be filled to complete satisfaction even by occasional
contact by letter or by telephone. And, when such parting is to be permanent —when the chances are overwhelming that we will probably
never again lay eyes upon a loved one here in this world— oh, then the
parting is fraught with indescribable pain and heartache, which only
those who have experienced it can truly appreciate.
With parting viewed from that perspective, we can better sympathize
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with the disciples of the Lord Jesus whose hearts were filled with
“sorrow” (John 16:6) when He told them of His impending departure
to be with His heavenly Father. He would no longer be visibly present
with them to teach them, to guide them, yea, even to reproach them and
admonish them, and thus to restore them to the paths of righteousness,
comforting them with His precious Gospel.
But the almighty Savior (Matthew 28:18) did not leave them, nor did
He leave us, in hopelessness and despair. Instead, He assured us all of
His return someday and, in the meantime, left us the ironclad guarantee of His abiding presence with us “even unto the end of the
world” (v. 20b) — including His continual blessing upon our work for
Him, upon our lives, and particularly upon our souls, as we diligently
continue in His precious Word. Those assurances took the sting out of
Jesus’ departure for the disciples, and they found their sorrow gradually
giving way to joy and peace in believing His promises and to eager anticipation of their fulfillment (Luke 24:52).
We too have that same “joy and peace in believing, that [we] may
abound in hope through the power of the Holy Ghost” (Romans 15:13)
— “hope” being the sure and certain anticipation and expectation that
the ascension of the Lord Jesus, the proof positive of His omnipotence, will continue to joy our hearts as we await His second visible
advent.
We have that joyful hope in our omnipotent Redeemer as we witness in
spirit His triumphant ascension itself as He rises into the heavens.
At the time of His ascension, the Savior had spent almost six weeks
with His disciples, confirming to them the glorious fact of His mighty
resurrection from the dead with “many infallible proofs” (Acts 1) and
had “opened their understanding” of the Scriptures to a recognition of
how wonderfully God had foretold through His holy prophets all that
befell their Lord Jesus during His great and horrible passion, and had
even prophesied His resurrection from the grave on the third day (Luke
24:45 and 46). Things were finally beginning to “gel” for the disciples,
even though they still had many questions and misconceptions about
Jesus’ real mission to this world of sin (Acts 1:6). These gaps would
soon be filled in, Jesus promised them, with the coming of “the Comforter,” His Holy Spirit, who would “teach [them] all things, and bring
all things to [their] remembrance, whatsoever [Jesus had] said unto
[them]” (John 14:26).
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Luke tells us that, on the day of His ascension, “forty days” after His
resurrection (Acts 1:2-3), “He led them out as far as to Bethany” (Luke
24:50). They had been on this trek before: On the little road leading out
of the city of Jerusalem, across the brook Kidron to the Mount of Olives, past the Garden of Gethsemane (where they had witnessed Jesus’
agony and bloody sweat as He suffered the guilt of the world, where
they had all deserted Him out of fear for their own safety). They
climbed the hill called Olivet and followed the road until it branched
unto a kind of fork: One path led down to the city of Jericho, the other
to the nearby village of Bethany, the home of Mary, Martha, and Lazarus. It was a familiar hike up that hill; but little did the disciples know
what would follow.
Suddenly Jesus paused, turned to them, and “lifted up His hands, and
blessed them” (v. 50). In none of the Gospel accounts are the Savior’s
words recorded. He might have used the Aaronic Benediction ordained
by God Himself in the Old Testament (Numbers chapter 6) —the benediction we still use today at the close of our morning services— OR it
might have been a special and very personal blessing. His hands were
raised, as Christian pastors still do today when they lay the Lord’s
blessing and name upon His people (Numbers 6:27); and there in His
palms were still visible the “prints” (cf. John 20:25) or scars of the nail
wounds Jesus suffered when He was crucified as our Substitute. What
a tender and loving scene as the Savior bestowed upon His disciples the
fruits of His redemptive work: Peace with God, His unmerited grace
and blessing, and the assurance of God’s favor through faith in His
Son…the very same blessing, in essence, laid upon you each and every
Sunday at the close of the service.
Now our title-text tells us: “And it came to pass, while He blessed them,
He was parted from them and carried up into heaven.” What a simple
statement to report such a triumphant act, an act attributable only to the
Savior’s omnipotence as the Son of God! Before their very eyes, according to His human nature (with His true human flesh and blood),
Jesus began slowly to rise into the air! This was no illusion or trick;
there were no wires or mechanical assists. But this was yet a further
“infallible proof” of Christ’s almighty power as the exalted and glorified Son of God, the Creator defying the powers of His creation, rising
unpropelled by anything other than His own power, higher and higher
into the sky! The awestruck disciples craned their necks and shielded
their eyes as they followed His ascent heavenward, until finally, Luke
tells us in Acts chapter one, a passing cloud “received Him out of their
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sight” (v. 9) “And they worshiped Him and returned to Jerusalem with
great joy” (Luke 24:52) — joy, first of all, over the triumphant act
itself, by which the Lord Jesus again made good on His Word, demonstrated His omnipotence over the forces of nature, did so visibly before
their very eyes, thus confirming to them the truth of their earlier confession of Him: “We believe and are sure that Thou art that Christ, the
Son of the living God” (John 6:69).
But the joy of the disciples, and our superb joy as well, in the ascension
of the Lord Jesus as proof positive of His omnipotence is not limited
merely to the act of triumph witnessed that day! It is also joy in
Christ’s triumphant reign at the right hand of His heavenly Father,
for which the disciples “worshiped Him.” Jesus didn’t ascend to
heaven just to “BE there”! No, He ascended to DO there what was His
divine right to do in His exaltation as the King of all kings and the Lord
of all lords, namely, to “reign forever and ever” (Revelation 11:15).
The Father “put all things under His feet,” under His control, Paul
writes to the Ephesians (1:22), making even His enemies His footstool
according to the prophecy of the Psalmist (110:1).
Now, after the deep humiliation to which He had subjected Himself in
order to be our Savior, during which time He voluntarily abstained from
the full and continual use of the omnipotence that He possessed without interruption from all eternity —now Christ sits “on the right hand
of God the Father” (Apostles’ Creed), exercising, also according to His
human nature, “all power…in heaven and in earth” (Matthew 28:18),
ruling over all creatures, all peoples, all governments, even over Satan
and all his hosts, in the particular interest of His Church on earth. At
His Name, every knee must now bow in subjection (Philippians 2:10),
even those who abused their temporal power to abuse and to slay Him.
And one of the special facets of His omnipotent reign, one which brings
us particular joy, is that this glorified and exalted King not only “sits”
in heaven (as if He were now permanently “located” there on a physical
throne), but He “ascended up far above all heavens,” the Bible tells us,
“that He might fill all things” (Ephesians 4:10). Now, as we well
know, the Reformed, who ascribe to Christ only a “local presence”
according to His human nature, who consider Him “stuck up there,” as
it were, with His physical body, really sell the Lord Jesus short!! For
He is not limited to any thing nor to any place! That’s why He could
promise us: “Lo, I [“I myself” (Luke 24:39), my entire self, true God
AND true man], I am with you alway, even unto the end of the
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world!” (Matthew 28:20b). That’s why He could assure us concerning
the real presence of His true body and blood in the Holy Sacrament:
“This IS My body; this IS My blood.” He is not locally enclosed in the
heavens. He is everywhere at the same time, omnipresent, also according to His human nature. Oh, what joy that should bring to our
hearts to be able to confess of Jesus’ real presence in the Sacrament of
the Altar, for instance:
Thy body, Lord, is everywhere at once, in many places!
How this can be, I leave to Thee; Thy Word alone sufficeth me.
I trust its truth unfailing!
(TLH 306, 5)
But we Christians have our most superb joy in the triumphant comfort that is ours because of Christ’s ascension, because of the blessed
functions He now fulfills in His glorious reign as our omnipotent Redeemer and King. The exalted Lord Jesus ascended, first of all, to be
our Forerunner, that is, to prepare in the heavens a place for us, that
where our Savior is, “there [we] may be also” according to His sure
promise (John 14:3), living and serving Him in everlasting righteousness, innocence, and blessedness! Even now anticipating that “crown
of life” (Revelation 2:10b) is a “joy,” He tells us, that “no man taketh
from you” (John 16:22b).
We also have the joy of knowing that our exalted and ascended, omnipotent Lord Jesus still functions as our heavenly Prophet by sending
forth “pastors and teachers” (Ephesians 4:10-11) to dispense to us and
to our children the precious Means of Grace, by which our souls are
nourished and built up in the faith unto salvation, and by which we are
equipped here in this present world to lead lives well-pleasing in His
sight in proof of our faith in Him.
We also rejoice that, as He sits at the right hand of His heavenly Father,
our exalted, omnipotent Savior acts as our Advocate or lawyer, our
“defense attorney” as it were, pleading our case with God for the sake
of the price He paid for our redemption: His holy life and His innocent
suffering and death. You just can’t get representation and mediation
like that from anyone but your perfect High Priest, “Jesus Christ, the
righteous [One],” …“who…maketh intercession for us,” the only intercession that avails before God, the only intercession made on our behalf
at the Throne of Grace (I John 2:1b; Romans 8:34b).
And finally, we rejoice in the kind of reign that our omnipotent Savior
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exercises there at the right hand of God: A reign in which the King of
kings and Lord of all lords governs and protects His precious bride,
the Church, and rules over all things —even over our enemies— in the
interest of His Church (Ephesians 1:19-23). With that kind of joyful
assurance in the reign of our omnipotent heavenly King, we can confidently declare with the Apostle Paul: “I am persuaded that neither
death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things
present, nor things to come, nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of God which is in
Christ Jesus, our Lord!” (Romans 8:38-39). Yea, “Even as He lives
and reigns to all eternity, this is most certainly true!” (Luther, Small
Catechism, 2nd Article).
No wonder the disciples “worshiped Him and returned to Jerusalem
with GREAT JOY, and were continually in the Temple, praising and
blessing God” (Luke 24:52-53). Can WE do otherwise, who “know
the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ” (II Corinthians 8:9), who have seen
Him in spirit through His Word ascend mightily into the heavens for
US to be our Forerunner, our Prophet, our Priest, and our everlasting,
gracious King?? Should not we also be “continually in the Temple,”
making the most of every opportunity we have to “grow in grace and in
the knowledge of our [exalted and ascended] Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ” (II Peter 3:18)? Should not we also be “praising and thanking” our gracious God and Lord for His undeserved mercy toward us
poor sinners, and then backing up our words with lives dedicated to the
service of our glorious King? After all, we have a lot to be thankful
for; we have a lot to be joyful about; and, by His grace, we have a lot
to look forward to, if we but hold fast to what we have —His precious
Word of truth in its purity with all its promises and assurances— “that
no man take [our] crown!” (Revelation 3:11). Therefore, with grateful
hearts, we raise our voices to our ascended, exalted, and omnipotent
Lord Jesus, and earnestly beseech Him:
Oh, grant the consummation of this OUR song above
in endless adoration and everlasting love!
Then shall WE praise and bless Thee where perfect praises ring
and evermore confess Thee, OUR Savior and our King!
(TLH 352, 4)
— D. T. M.
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The Significance of Language
in the Propagation of the Gospel
“We do hear them speak in our tongues
the wonderful works of God.” — Acts 2:11b
Language is commonly defined as a systematic means of communicating ideas or feelings by the use of conventionalized signs, sounds, gestures, or marks having understood meanings (Merriam Webster). While
secular scholars who “specialize” in “pre-history” (a self-contradictory
term in and of itself) generally regard graphic language to have preceded vocal language, judging from ancient scribbles and crude pictures
found in caves, it is significant for us Christians to observe from God’s
own record of what has transpired since the beginning of time — from
the Holy Scriptures “given by inspiration of God” (II Timothy 3:16a)
— that vocalized communication occurred first, and that graphic or
written language came along much later.
Before man was created to be the intelligent receptor of language communicated by God, before the sixth day of creation on which “God
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said, ‘Let Us make man in Our image, after Our likeness’” (Genesis
1:26), the Book of Genesis records historically the Lord God speaking
into outer space, where there were no human ears to hear, saying the
words: “Let there be light!” “For the record,” as a matter of fact, for
the sake of His own historical record, God condescended to His foremost visible creature by using language which mankind would subsequently comprehend, so that men would know and accept as true the
greatness of His creation of all things. On the subsequent five days,
God again employed language, “Let there be…,” in the creation of
“all things…visible and invisible” (Colossians 1:16). We do not, of
course, know what specific language God spoke “in the beginning” (Genesis 1:1); but it was communicative; it was meaningful;
and it was obeyed to-the-letter, as it were, as each creature called
into existence appeared at God’s command (“and it was so”). And
so the Psalmist confesses: “By the word of the Lord were the heavens made and all the host of them by the breath of His
mouth” (33:6). And with the holy writer, we confess: “Through
faith we understand that the worlds were framed by the word of
God” (Hebrews 11:3). Moreover, Adam and Eve, who were of no
nationalistic or linguistic heritage, understood God’s words perfectly well, and He theirs, as they conversed together in the Garden
of Eden (Genesis 2 and 3).
More specifically with reference to the title of our article, it was in
intelligible language that God expressed the single prohibition that
He enjoined upon Adam in the garden: “But of the tree of the
knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it; for in the day
that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die” (Genesis 2:17). Indeed, it was that same intelligible language which Eve clearly and
unmistakably comprehended and was therefore responsible to obey;
for she said to the serpent: “Of the fruit of the tree which is in the
midst of the garden God hath said, ‘Ye shall not eat of it, neither
shall ye touch it, lest ye die’” (Genesis 3:3). Moreover after Adam
and Eve, contrary to better knowledge, had disobeyed the Lord’s
prohibition and brought sin, death and condemnation upon all mankind after them, the Lord expressed in intelligible language His
first promise of a Savior, the propagation of the Gospel, saying to
Satan: “I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and between
thy seed and her Seed. It shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt
bruise His heel” (Genesis 3:15). That “Seed” of the woman, Eve
well knew, was “the Lord,” God’s Christ, His anointed Redeemer
(Genesis 4:1b; cf. Galatians 4:4-5; 3:16; etc.).
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Over the next two-thousand five-hundred years (approximately), the
Lord continued speak to men by word of mouth. He spoke in intelligible language to Noah, directing him to prepare the ark of rescue from
the Great Flood; and it was in words that Noah preached for 120 years
God’s condemnation of the world and warnings of the wrath to come
(Genesis 6:13ff.). It was by word of mouth that the Lord spoke to the
patriarchs, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, conveying to them vocally both
the demands of His Law (e.g., Genesis 17:1) and the promise of His
precious Gospel: “In thy Seed shall all the nations of the earth be
blessed” (Genesis 22:18; 26:4; etc.).
Interestingly, no record of written language is found in the Bible until God
gave His Law to Moses on two tables of stone (Exodus 24:12). On those
tables, the Lord Himself wrote His Ten Commandments (“with the finger
of God” — Deuteronomy 9:10) in human language, the record that was
preserved by His people in the Ark of the Covenant (Deuteronomy 10:2;
Hebrews 9:4). And Moses’ writing of detailed additional commands
(Exodus 24:4) and his subsequent writing of “the Law,” the rest of the Torah, was also preserved in the Ark (Deuteronomy 31:9, 11, 24-26). From
that time onward, until after the establishment of the New Testament
Church, the Lord communicated with His people ”by the prophets”
through direct vocal revelation “at sundry times and in divers manners,” as
He did when He “spake” to them (Hebrews 1:1), and as they then spoke to
the people, saying: “Thus saith the Lord!” He also communicated to them
through His written Word, “Moses and the prophets” (Luke 16:29), “the
Scriptures” (John 5:39), which Jesus Himself identified as “the Word of
God” (Luke 11:28; cf. also Matthew 4:4, 7 and 10) which was publicly
“read every Sabbath day” in the synagogues of the Jews (Acts 13:27).
Moreover, as the very Son of God, Jesus equated the written Scriptures
with His own Word (John 5:39; 8:31).
All of those writings together —the writings of “the apostles and
prophets” (Ephesians 2:20), the Old Testament Scriptures written in
Hebrew and the New Testament Scriptures in the Koine dialect of
Greek —“all Scripture is given by inspiration of God” (II Timothy
3:16). We today are not to expect “direct revelations” vocalized by
God, nor would we even recognize His voice as did His apostles and
prophets; but we have in their God-inspired writings “the Holy Scriptures” (II Timothy 3:15), His Word, His complete revelation of Himself to men, in language that we can hear and learn, read and study,
know and understand, grow in ourselves and teach unto our children,
believe in regenerate hearts, and follow in humble, childlike faith.
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We know from Scripture itself that “holy men of God spake as they
were moved by the Holy Ghost” (II Peter 1:21). According to the context of this passage, the expression “holy men of God” refers specifically to the prophets of the Old Testament, who spoke the words of the
Lord as He Himself provided them by divine, verbal (word-for-word)
inspiration (in-breathing). “All the prophets [gave] witness” or testified to the Lord Jesus as God’s Messiah and the Savior of mankind and
to “remission of sins” by faith in Him (Acts 10:43). Their inspired
words were also recorded in written form (script) for a permanent record — the Holy Scriptures. As to the New Testament evangelists and
apostles, St. Paul testified: “We speak not in the words which man’s
wisdom teacheth, but which the Holy Ghost teacheth…” (I Corinthians
2:13). Some of the prophets, evangelists and apostles who spoke also
wrote the words themselves. Moses, for example, wrote the Torah
(Deuteronomy 31:9, 24-26; cf. John 5:46-47), the first five books of the
Bible; some spoke, but their words were written down by others. Paul’s
letter to the Romans, for example, was written by Tertius (Romans
16:22); other epistles he wrote himself: “…the things that I write unto
you” (I Corinthians 14:37); “…the salutation of me, Paul, with mine
own hand” (16:21); “I write these things…” (II Corinthians 13:10);
“These things write I unto thee…” (I Timothy 3:14); etc. Nevertheless,
in situations wherein a scribe penned the words, writing from dictation,
the named author is still regarded as the “writer” of the book.
Thus “all Scripture,” including the Scriptures of the apostles and
evangelists (John 17:17 and 20), is “the Word of God” (Ephesians
6:17; I Peter 1:23), “the Word of truth” (II Corinthians 6:7), God’s
perfectly-preserved written revelation of Himself to men in human
language, not one letter of which (“jot”) or even part of a letter
(“tittle”) shall pass away “till all be fulfilled” (Matthew 5:18; cf.
24:35; Isaiah 40:8; I Peter 1:25).
The above passages are specially significant because the claim is
made by those who deny the inerrancy and infallibility of Scripture
that, since only the original autographs (the original manuscripts
hand-written by the “holy men of God”) were verbally inspired, and
since to the best of our knowledge those originals no longer exist
(and we wouldn’t be able to recognize them as authentic if they did
exist), we are compelled to rely upon “mere” copies which could
contain errors and inaccuracies; and that leaves us with only a “fairly
close” approximation of what the originals looked like. Such efforts to
discredit the Bible and its inerrancy, infallibility, and sufficiency fly in
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the face of God’s own guarantee that we shall have His true Word until the end of time (Isaiah 40:8; I Peter 1:25).
Moreover, since translations into other world languages are not verbally inspired, the effort is made by modernists in the service of Satan (“Yea, hath God said?? – Genesis 3:1) to discredit as unreliable
and therefore as lacking the authority of God Himself any and every
translation of Scripture. “How do we know, for example, that our
King James Version of the Bible is the true Word of God??” We
could, of course, argue from the standpoint of diligent Christian
scholarship that proper textual study of the original languages as we
have them in the “best manuscripts,” together with sound Biblical
hermeneutics (the principles of proper and reliable Bible interpretation — including the study of the words themselves according to
their usual or general meaning, the syntax of the original languages,
examination of the near and remote context, and the assumption that
no interpretation is valid that conflicts with the analogy of Scripture
– the body of prooftexts) gives us a reliable rendering of the text of
Scripture in our own language — teachable to OUR people. The
very same argument can be used for translations into OTHER languages. And for that reason, the study of the original languages,
Hebrew and Greek, and the study of sound Biblical hermeneutics
and proper exegesis (Bible interpretation) are important components
in the curriculum of our theological training program.
There are, however, two factors — one of which we have already explored on the basis of clear Scripture — that assure us of our Holy Bible’s authority, inerrancy, infallibility, clarity and sufficiency as the
Word of God:
1) The first is that, although we do not have (to the best of our knowledge) the original autographs of the Scriptures which were inspired by
God; although we have only copies of and editions of original language
texts that contain “variants” that are traceable either to unintended
copying errors or to deliberate changes that were intended to “clear up”
perceived problems — which variants, happily, do not affect even one
doctrine of Holy Writ; and although so-called “higher critics” use these
circumstances to try to create doubts and misgivings in the minds of
“the simple” Christian (Psalm 119:130); nevertheless God Himself
assures us that His true Word, “the foundation” of His Church
(Ephesians 2:20), will not pass away but will endure forever (Matthew
5:18; Isaiah 40:8; I Peter 1:25).
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2) Secondly, since God, according to His universal will of grace, earnestly desires “all men to be saved” and to come to faith through the
instrumentality of His Word (I Timothy 2:4; Romans 10:17; John
17:20-21), since Christ Himself commissioned His disciples to preach
the Gospel in “all the world” (Mark 16:15) “for a witness unto all nations” (Matthew 24:14), and since the Savior Himself in His revelation
to St. John revealed that the innumerable multitude of the saints in glory
will include those “of all nations and kindreds and people and
tongues” (Revelation 7:9), we observe God’s own operation in bringing this to pass in the prototype of this multi-lingual fellowship of the
saints, in the 3,000 souls converted to faith on the Day of Pentecost by
the hearing of the Word (Acts 2), in that the Word preached by the disciples — the convicting Word of the Law and the effectual, converting
Word of the Gospel — was disseminated among the people, according
to the working of the Holy Ghost, in their native languages! “And
they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and began to speak with other
tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance. …Now when this was
noised abroad, the multitude came together and were confounded because that every man heard them speak in his own language. …‘How
hear we every man in our own tongue wherein we were born?? …We
do hear them speak in our tongues the wonderful works of
God!’” (Acts 2:4, 6, 8, 11).
Indeed, in the “Great Commission” of the Lord Jesus, in His description
of the multi-lingual host of glorified saints in heaven, and in the miracle
of Pentecost itself we find wonderful evidence that God Himself assumes the necessity of translation for the propagation of the Gospel “in
all the world for a witness unto all nations” (Matthew 24:14). And,
inasmuch as the preaching of a perverted Gospel does not hallow God’s
Name nor lets His Kingdom come (Luther: First and Second Petitions
of the Lord’s Prayer), nor does it accomplish what our gracious God
pleases (Isaiah 55:10-11), we can rightly assume that the Word of God
in its truth and purity, carefully translated into “other tongues,” is the
“incorruptible seed” (I Peter 1:23) whereby poor sinners, languishing
in spiritual ignorance and in the outer darkness of unbelief, are “born
again” and are called by God Himself “out of darkness into His marvelous light” (I Peter 2:9; II Corinthians 4:6), even though they neither
understand nor speak Hebrew or Greek.
It is indeed a great blessing and a salutary and useful tool for Christian
pastors to have a working knowledge of the original languages in which
the Holy Scriptures were written aforetime. For it not only permits
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them to examine the texts underlying our English translation and to engage in proper Bible interpretation (exegesis) on the basis of the rules of
Christian hermeneutics, but it also enables them to bring to their hearers
the more subtle meaning of words and expressions in Scripture that a
lexicon or dictionary may not supply. However, no Christian layman
who lacks linguistic training in Hebrew and Greek should ever waver in
his confidence that the Bible IS the Word of God — “given by inspiration of God” (II Timothy 3:16), “written for [his] learning” (Romans
15:4), “able to make [him] wise unto salvation through faith which is in
Christ Jesus” (II Timothy 3:15) and to train him in holiness of living
(v. 16b), the very “foundation” of faith (Ephesians 2:20), the only
source and norm of spiritual “truth” (John 17:17; 8:31-32), “a lamp
unto [his] feet and a light unto [his] path” (Psalm 119:105), “the sword
of the Spirit” to wield in his battles against Satan (Ephesians 6:17b),
and “the power of God unto salvation” (Romans 1:16; I Peter 1:5).
The fact that we have God’s Word “in our own tongue wherein we
were born” is a great and immeasurable blessing; and it gives us a great
duty and privilege, not only with regard to ourselves but also to our
children; for the Lord says to US in language that we can readily understand: “These words which I command thee this day shall be in thine
heart, and thou shalt teach them diligently unto thy children, and shalt
talk of them when thou sittest in thine house, and when thou walkest by
the way, and when thou liest down, and when thou risest
up” (Deuteronomy 6:6-7). The love, reverence and diligent use of His
precious Word should be for every Christian a “24/7” joyful duty and
responsibility, “lest [we] also, being led away with the error of the
wicked, fall from [our] own steadfastness” in these latter days of sore
distress. Rather let us “grow in grace and in the knowledge of our Lord
and Savior, Jesus Christ. To Him be glory both now and forever!!
Amen” (II Peter 3:17-18).
—-D. T. M.
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Why the Doctrine of the Trinity
Is Fundamental to Salvation
“There is none other God but one.” —I Corinthians 8:4
Holy Scripture teaches us that man is completely dependent upon
God’s own self-revelation as the only source of man’s knowledge of
God. God “dwelleth in the light which no man can approach unto,
whom no man hath seen, nor can see” (I Timothy 6:16). Therefore,
there can be no true knowledge of God by human self-investigation.
God has revealed Himself both in creation and in His Word, the
Holy Scriptures. The natural knowledge of God which we have
from creation and resident in the conscience (Romans 1:20; Acts
14:15-17; 17:24-28; Romans 2:14-15) does not tell us who the true
God is, nor does it provide us with the knowledge needed for salvation. The true, saving Christian knowledge of God only comes by
the Word of God, Holy Scripture (II Timothy 3:15).
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What does God’s Word tell us about God? Dr. Martin Luther sums up
the Christian knowledge of God correctly when he says “The Holy
Scriptures teach that God is absolutely one and that He is also three Persons, absolutely distinct” (St. L. X:177). The one, true God is the Holy
Trinity! God is one in essence; but in this one essence there are three
distinct Persons, the Father, the Son and the Holy Ghost. The Christian
Church uses the term “Trinity” or “Three in One” to designate the doctrine that Holy Scripture teaches.
God’s Word declares God to be one in essence. On the fact: “Hear,
O Israel: The Lord our God is one Lord” (Deuteronomy 6:4) and
“there is none other God but one” (I Corinthians 8:4c). The socalled “gods” of the heathen are declared to be non-gods, nonexistent, vanities, nothings, spun out of man’s vain and idolatrous imagination. The Prophet Jeremiah declares: “Hath a nation changed
their gods, which are yet no gods? But My people have changed
their glory for that which doth not profit” (2:11). The prophet contrasts the true God as “the fountain of living waters” and the nongods “broken cisterns, that can hold no water” (2:13) empty, and
therefore utterly useless.
Worship of any such so-called “god” is the sin of idolatry, expressly
forbidden by the only true God: “Turn ye not unto idols, nor make to
yourselves molten gods. I am the Lord your God” (Leviticus 19:4).
The Apostle Paul designates the so-called “gods” of this world as gods
in name only, having no reality whatsoever, as complete nothings:
As concerning therefore the eating of those things that are offered in
sacrifice unto idols, we know that an idol is nothing in the world, and
that there is none other God but one. For though there be that are
called gods, whether in heaven or in earth, (as there be gods many, and
lords many,) but to us there is but one God, the Father, of whom are all
things, and we in Him; and one Lord Jesus Christ, by whom are all
things, and we by Him (I Corinthians 8:4-6).

Holy Scripture also contains descriptions of idols, the false gods invented by the heathen, which show that they are all rightly termed vanities (Acts 14:15; see also Isaiah 44:6-20; Jeremiah 2:26-28; Psalm
115:1-9, 135:15-17).
As the one true God, the Holy Trinity demands and commands exclusive worship; the Holy Trinity is to be adored and served by all men as
the only true God:
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God spake all these words, saying, “I am the Lord thy God, which have
brought thee out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage.
Thou shalt have no other gods before Me. Thou shalt not make unto
thee any graven image, or any likeness of anything that is in heaven
above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the
earth. Thou shalt not bow down thyself to them, nor serve them; for I
the Lord thy God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers
upon the children unto the third and fourth generation of them that hate
Me, and showing mercy unto thousands of them that love Me and keep
My commandments” (Exodus 20:1-6).

And the Lord Jesus Himself declared: “The first of all the commandments is, ‘Hear, O Israel; the Lord our God is one Lord. And thou
shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and
with all thy mind, and with all thy strength.’ This is the first commandment” (Mark 12:29-30). Therefore, all who worship other “gods” must
turn from such idolatry in true repentance, by the grace and power of
God. The Apostle Paul and Barnabas cried out to the idolaters in their
midst: “Turn from these vanities unto the living God” (Acts 14:15).
The Bible also exposes the true nature of idolatry by revealing the demonic nature of such deception: “What say I then? That the idol is
anything, or that which is offered in sacrifice to idols is anything? But I
say, that the things which the Gentiles sacrifice, they sacrifice to devils
and not to God; and I would not that ye should have fellowship with
devils” (I Corinthians 10:19-20).
Only Holy Scripture reveals to man the true God, the Holy Trinity, one God
in three distinct Persons, the Father, the Son and the Holy Ghost (Matthew
28:19). The Bible tells man that only this one God must be worshiped,
with all three Persons receiving equal worship. Many times Scripture
warns against failing to give equal honor to all three. In particular, the
Scripture speaks of giving equal honor to the Father and to the Son: “That
all men should honor the Son, even as they honor the Father. He that honoreth not the Son honoreth not the Father, which hath sent Him” (John
5:23; cf. I John 2:23, 5:12). Each person in the Godhead is the entire God;
each Person has the whole divine essence without division or multiplication. Again Dr. Luther: “Of these Persons each one is the whole God beside whom there is no God” (Cited in J. T. Mueller, Christian Dogmatics,
p. 148). For example, of the Son we read: “In Him [Christ] dwelleth all the
fulness of the Godhead bodily” (Colossians 2:9). “In whom [Christ] are
hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge” (Colossians 2:3). Each
Person has one and the same essence with all its divine attributes, as Christ
declares: “I and My Father are one” (John 10:30; cf. John 5:17, 19; 10:37).
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Article I of the Apology of the Augsburg Confession affirms the clear
doctrine of the Holy Trinity:
We declare that we believe and teach that there is one divine essence,
undivided, etc., and yet, that there are three distinct persons, of the same
divine essence and coeternal, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. This article
we have always taught and defended, and we believe that it has, in Holy
Scripture, sure and firm testimonies that cannot be overthrown. And we
constantly affirm that those thinking otherwise are outside the Church
of Christ and are idolaters and insult God (Triglot, p. 103).

This truth the Athanasian Creed professes as follows:
We worship one God in Trinity, and Trinity in Unity; neither confounding the Persons nor dividing the Substance. For there is one Person of
the Father; another of the Son, and another of the Holy Ghost. But the
Godhead of the Father, of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost is all one: the
glory equal, the majesty coeternal. Such as the Father is, such is the
Son, and such is the Holy Ghost … So likewise the Father is almighty,
the Son almighty, and the Holy Ghost almighty. And yet they are not
three Almighties, but one Almighty. So the Father is God, the Son is
God, and the Holy Ghost is God. And yet they are not three Gods, but
one God …And in this Trinity none is before or after other; none is
greater or less than another; but the whole three Persons are coeternal
together and coequal, so that in all things, as is aforesaid, the Unity in
Trinity and the Trinity in Unity is to be worshiped. (Triglot, p. 33).

This truth is beyond human reason and incomprehensible to the human
mind. Any attempt to do so is doomed to failure. All who believe this
transcendent and sublime truth do so solely by the working of the Holy
Ghost, who grants them such faith, as St. Paul testifies:
But God hath revealed them unto us by His Spirit; for the Spirit
searcheth all things, yea, the deep things of God. For what man
knoweth the things of a man, save the spirit of man which is in him?
Even so the things of God knoweth no man, but the Spirit of God. Now
we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the spirit which is of
God, that we might know the things that are freely given to us of God,
which things also we speak, not in the words which man’s wisdom
teacheth but which the Holy Ghost teacheth, comparing spiritual things
with spiritual. But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit
of God, for they are foolishness unto him, neither can he know them,
because they are spiritually discerned” (I Corinthians 2:10-14).

Human reason cannot accept what appear to it as contradictory truths,
namely, that in the one and indivisible God each Person is the entire
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God, and yet there are three truly distinct Persons. So, for example,
when the Son, the Second Person, became incarnate, He alone became
man and not the Father, neither the Holy Ghost (cf. John 1:1-3, 14).
When man refuses to accept by faith what Scripture declares to be true
regarding the Holy Trinity, his human reason falls into error by either
denying the Unity of God’s Essence or the Trinity of Persons.
What special terms has God provided us in His Word for our faith to enable
us to maintain the real distinction of the three Persons without dividing the
one Essence? We are given special terms which refer to the personal acts
or inward, eternal operations of the Holy Trinity. To distinguish the Father
and the Son, we have the word “begotten.” The Father has “begotten” the
Son from eternity; and the Son is, therefore, eternally “onlybegotten” (John 1:14). To distinguish the Holy Ghost from the Father and
the Son, we have the word “proceeding.” The Father and the Son have spirated the Holy Ghost from eternity; the Holy Ghost “proceeds” from both
Persons (John 14:26, 15:26). These eternal acts, not common to all three
Persons, distinguish the individual Persons in the Godhead and provide
terms to enable us to avoid confusing the Persons while maintaining the
undivided Essence, the “Tri-Unity” or “Trinity.”
This transcendent, sublime doctrine is not found in any other “religion;”
for it is beyond reason and is truly supernaturally revealed, found only
in God’s self-revelation, Holy Scripture. As such, the doctrine itself
shows that the true worship of God is the result of God’s work within
man’s heart, filling him with true awe in humble fear, love and trust.
Christ told the Samaritan woman: “God is a Spirit, and they that worship Him must worship Him in spirit and in truth” (John 4:24). It is
also important to remember that fallen man is under the primal delusion
of Satan, who told Eve “ye shall be as gods” ]literally, “like
God”[ (Genesis 3:5), so that natural man is opposed to the true worship
of God (“enmity against God” Romans 8:7) and even rejects the natural
knowledge of God in his vain imagination and foolish heart, creating
“idols” as a matter of course (see Romans 1:18-25) and thus changes
“the truth of God into a lie” (Romans 1:25a) just as Satan did!
In the Athanasian Creed (Triglot, pp. 31-35; The Lutheran Hymnal, p.
53), we are warned that the Christian knowledge of God is necessary
for salvation, together with the doctrine of the Gospel, of course:
Whosoever will be saved, before all things it is necessary that he hold
the catholic faith, which faith except every one do keep whole and un-
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defiled, without doubt he shall perish everlastingly. And the catholic
faith is this, that we worship one God in Trinity, and Trinity in Unity,
neither confounding the Persons, nor dividing the Substance. For there
is one Person of the Father, another of the Son, and another of the Holy
Ghost. But the Godhead of the Father, of the Son, and of the Holy
Ghost is all one: the glory equal, the majesty coeternal. Such as the
Father is, such is the Son, and such is the Holy Ghost. The Father uncreate, the Son uncreate, and the Holy Ghost uncreate. The Father incomprehensible, the Son incomprehensible, and the Holy Ghost incomprehensible. The Father eternal, the Son eternal, and the Holy Ghost
eternal; and yet they are not three Eternals, but one Eternal, as there are
not three Uncreated nor three Incomprehensibles but one Uncreated and
one Incomprehensible. So likewise the Father is almighty, the Son almighty, and the Holy Ghost almighty; and yet they are not three Almighties, but one Almighty. So the Father is God, the Son is God, and
the Holy Ghost is God; and yet they are not three Gods, but one God.
So likewise the Father is Lord, the Son Lord, and the Holy Ghost Lord,
and yet not three Lords, but one Lord. For like as we are compelled by
the Christian verity to acknowledge every Person by Himself to be God
and Lord, so are we forbidden by the catholic religion to say, There be
three Gods, or three Lords. The Father is made of none, neither created
nor begotten. The Son is of the Father alone, not made, nor created, but
begotten. The Holy Ghost is of the Father and of the Son, neither made,
nor created, nor begotten, but proceeding. So there is one Father, not
three Fathers; one Son, not three Sons; one Holy Ghost, not three Holy
Ghosts. And in this Trinity none is before or after other; none is greater
or less than another; but the whole three Persons are coeternal together
and coequal, so that in all things, as is aforesaid, the Unity in Trinity
and the Trinity in Unity is to be worshiped. He, therefore, that will be
saved must thus think of the Trinity.
Furthermore, it is necessary to everlasting salvation that he also believe
faithfully the incarnation of our Lord Jesus Christ. For the right faith is
that we believe and confess that our Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God,
is God and Man: God of the Substance of the Father, begotten before
the worlds, and Man of the substance of His mother, born in the world;
perfect God and perfect Man, of a reasonable soul and human flesh subsisting; equal to the Father as touching His Godhead and inferior to the
Father as touching His manhood; who, although He be God and Man,
yet He is not two, but one Christ: One, not by conversion of the Godhead into flesh but by taking the manhood into God; one altogether, not
by confusion of Substance but by unity of Person. For as the reasonable
soul and flesh is one man, so God and Man is one Christ, who suffered
for our salvation, descended into hell, rose again the third day from the
dead; He ascended into heaven; He sitteth on the right hand of the Father, God Almighty; from whence He shall come to judge the quick and
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the dead; at whose coming all men shall rise again with their bodies and
shall give an account of their own works. And they that have done
good shall go into life everlasting; and they that have done evil into
everlasting fire.
This is the catholic faith, which except a man believe faithfully and
firmly, he cannot be saved.

What proof passages bring out the fundamental nature of the doctrine of
the Holy Trinity? There are many. Each of them makes the point abundantly clear. Consider what the Lord says in John 17: “And this is life
eternal, that they might know Thee, the only true God, and [i.e. (Gk.)
including] Jesus Christ, whom Thou hast sent” (v. 3). The Athanasian
Creed observes this passage by connecting the knowledge of the True
God, the Holy Trinity, with the knowledge of the saving work of the
True God in sending the Son to be the world’s Savior. Dr. Luther likewise points to the connection between the doctrines of the Trinity and
of the saving work of Jesus Christ:
Such revelation (of God’s most inner being, as three Persons in one
divine essence) is in accord with God’s highest work and indicates His
divine counsel and will, for God has decreed from eternity and accordingly revealed in the many Messianic promises that His Son should
become man and die to reconcile lost mankind to God. Nothing could
redeem us from the dreadful fall into sin and from eternal death except
an eternal Person who has the power to destroy sin and death and to
give eternal righteousness and life instead. For this no angel nor any
other creature was sufficient. Only God Himself could accomplish this
(St. L. XII:632).

The incarnate Savior stresses this connection every time He declares
His unity with His Father:
But Jesus answered them, ”My Father worketh hitherto, and I work.”
Therefore the Jews sought the more to kill Him, because He not only
had broken the sabbath, but said also that God was His Father, making
Himself equal with God. Then answered Jesus and said unto them,
“Verily, verily, I say unto you, The Son can do nothing of Himself, but
what He seeth the Father do; for what things soever He doeth, these
also doeth the Son likewise. For the Father loveth the Son, and
showeth Him all things that Himself doeth; and He will show Him
greater works than these, that ye may marvel. For as the Father raiseth
up the dead and quickeneth them, even so the Son quickeneth whom He
will. For the Father judgeth no man but hath committed all judgment
unto the Son, that all men should honor the Son, even as they honour
the Father. He that honoreth not the Son honoreth not the Father
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which hath sent Him. Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that heareth My
word, and believeth on Him that sent Me, hath everlasting life and shall
not come into condemnation but is passed from death unto life” (John
5:17-24).

The Apostle John affirms:
And this is the record: That God hath given to us eternal life, and this
life is in His Son. He that hath the Son hath life; and he that hath not
the Son of God hath not life. …And we know that the Son of God is
come, and hath given us an understanding, that we may know Him that
is true, and we are in Him that is true, even in His Son Jesus Christ.
This is the true God, and eternal life. Little children, keep yourselves
from idols. Amen. (I John 5:11-12, 20-21). Whosoever denieth the Son,
the same hath not the Father, (but) He that acknowledgeth the Son hath
the Father also (I John 2:23).

The Apostle Paul declares the end result of all who know not God and
who believe not the Gospel of Christ:
And to you who are troubled rest with us, when the Lord Jesus shall be
revealed from heaven with His mighty angels, in flaming fire taking
vengeance on them that know not God and that obey not the Gospel of
our Lord Jesus Christ, who shall be punished with everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of His power
when He shall come to be glorified in His saints and to be admired in
all them that believe (because our testimony among you was believed)
in that day (II Thessalonians 1:7-10).

All who remain “idolaters” shall not “inherit the kingdom of God” (I
Corinthians 6:9-10) because they are unbelievers. Scripture declares:
“He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life; and he that believeth not the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God abideth on
him” (John 3:36). Dr. Franz Pieper summarizes the point:
The natural knowledge of God cannot deliver us from an evil conscience. The Christian knowledge of God, however, calms the troubled
conscience. In fact, it is our salvation. Scripture does not propose the
doctrine of the Trinity as an academic question or metaphysical problem. With the proclamation that in the one eternal God there are three
Persons of one and the same divine essence, Scripture combines the
further gracious message that God so loved the world that He gave His
only-begotten Son into death as the Savior from the guilt of sin and
death; that in the fullness of time, the eternal Son became incarnate and
by His vicarious satisfaction reconciled the world to God; and that the
Holy Ghost engenders faith and thus applies to man the salvation

84

gained by Christ. When the Christian confesses, “I believe in God the
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost,” he is saying, “I believe in that God who
is gracious to me, a sinner.” (Francis Pieper, Christian Dogmatics, Vol.
I, p. 378).

Those who do not believe the mystery of the Trinity simply do not believe in God as He has revealed Himself in Holy Scripture and do not
accept the way of salvation found therein: “For God so loved the world,
that He gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him
should not perish but have everlasting life. …He that believeth on Him
is not condemned; but he that believeth not is condemned already because he hath not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of
God” (John 3:16, 18). Rightfully the Holy Ghost, through the Apostle,
speaks against all forms of idolatry immediately after proclaiming the
Gospel of Christ, “the power of God unto salvation” (Romans 1:16-32).
With the Apostle and the Roman Christians we say: “But God be
thanked, that [we] were the servants of sin, but [we] have obeyed from
the heart that form of doctrine which was delivered [us]” (Romans
6:17). For all who have been converted to saving Christian faith by the
Gospel owe it to God’s grace and power alone, for Jesus’ Sake. God be
praised, Father, Son and Holy Ghost, now and forever. Amen.
— E. J. W.
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Regular Church Attendance —
Our Duty and Great Privilege
“Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together,
as the manner of some is, but exhorting one another,
and so much the more as ye see the day approaching.”
— Hebrews 10:25
(Note: This article by Pastor Schurganoff was minimally edited to compensate for
deficiencies in the computer-generated translation from Russian into English of
certain words and expressions and to add some necessary wording for clarity. Otherwise we have presented it as far as possible as it was submitted. —Ed.)

Dear brothers and sisters in the blessed Concordia Lutheran Conference,
This is my short article about understanding how we can be and remain
faithful members of Christ’s Church, and how we can serve for the benefit
of our local congregations and for the glory of God here on earth by assembling with our brothers and sisters to hear and learn His Word.
To begin, I tell you a little parable:
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One of the parishioners in a certain congregation suddenly stopped attending church services. Up to that time, he had attended regularly.
When his absence became habitual, the pastor decided to visit this man.
He went to his home on a cool evening. The door was not locked, so
the pastor, without drawing attention to himself, stepped inside. The
parishioner was sitting in front of a fireplace in complete solitude. Seeing the pastor, he nodded his head in greeting and, pointing to a large
comfortable chair by the fire, offered him to sit down. The pastor sat
before the hearth, and now the two men just stared silently at the flame
of the beautiful fire.
Suddenly, the pastor took the tongs, picked up a glowing ember, and
placed it at a distance from the flame. Then he leaned back in his chair.
The silence continued.
The removed coal, meanwhile, did not actively
burn, but only continued to
smolder, even though it
did not have it long.
Within seconds it was lying, black and cooled
down.
Without a word, the pastor stood up to leave; but before leaving, he
again took the tongs and put the charred, extinguished coal back into
the hearth. It immediately blushed, and in a moment burned again like
its neighbors. When the pastor was at the door, he heard the owner of
the house say: “Thank you for your visit and for preaching the fire
especially. This Sunday I come to church.”
This little parable reminds us that it is very important not to abandon
the assembling of the congregation, but to cherish the fact that Christians gather together to “exhort one another” with God’s Word, as they
hear it and learn it together. Otherwise our faith can die out, like the
brand taken out of the fireplace.
What is the Church?
Most people, when they hear that word, imagine a building built by
people for a specific use, namely, for the worship and praise of God and
for the carrying out of religious work among them. But it is interesting
that in the Bible, the word “church” never refers to a building.
We cannot here cite all the texts on the Church, but we can conclude
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that the Church — which the Bible calls the ecclesia in Latin and ej
kkl
hsiv
a in Greek, the “called out ones” — is the gathering of people who
have been called out of the darkness of unbelief to believe in the fact
that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, the Savior of the world and of
each of them in particular; but the “church” is not the building in which
these people assemble.
The Bible uses the word “church” with only two religious meanings:
First, The Holy Christian Church, the Communion of Saints or
“invisible Church,” made up of all true believers in Christ, wherever
they may be in the world. For example, the words of Jesus in the Gospel of Matthew: “And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and
upon this rock I will build My Church; and the gates of hell shall not
prevail against it” (Matthew 16:18). And here is what the apostle Paul
said of it in his letter to the Colossians: “Now I rejoice in my sufferings
for you and fill up in my flesh the afflictions of Christ for His Body,
which is the Church” (Colossians 1:24).
Secondly, the local congregation of believers — true believers as only
God can see them (II Timothy 2:19) and professing believers as men can
see them and deal with them, as Jesus says, “Tell it unto the
church” (Matthew 18:17) — a group which has a regular “assembling…
together” for exhortation (Hebrews 10:25), that is, for the regular use of
the Word of God and the Sacraments like the congregation in Jerusalem,
whose members “continued steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and fellowship and in the breaking of bread and in prayers” (Acts 2:42). That
local congregation was persecuted by the apostle Paul before he was converted to Christ, as we read in the book of Acts: “As for Saul, he made
havock of the church, entering into every house, and haling men and
women committed them to prison” (Acts 8: 3). Here again, the word
“church” refers to people, not a building.
But why do some Christians ignore meetings or even leave the church?
The reasons for which a person stops going to church may be a lot.
And it is important to remember a simple truth: It sometimes starts
with small things. Perhaps it is bad weather or transport problems.
And evidently, if it is truly necessary to miss one worship, the next Sunday there may be many more reasons not to go, empty reasons,
“excuses” like those of which Jesus speaks in Luke 14:18-20.
We must realize that, without receiving “spiritual bread” that we eat
through the hearing of the Word, preached and sounding forth in the
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local church, our inner spiritual man initially will be “hungry,” and, in
the case of a protracted “hunger,” can even die. So “let us consider one
another to provoke unto love and to good works, not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is, but exhorting
one another, and so much the more, as ye see the day approaching” (Hebrews 10: 24-25). That “day” is the day of the coming of Jesus Christ, for which must be prepared each of us. And this preparation
takes place in the Church, in communion with the Christians, in personal communication with God through His Word and Sacrament. So
those two or three hours of our precious time that we spend to attend
the meeting of the church, “the assembling of ourselves together,” is
nothing compared to eternity.
There are several common reasons why people stop going to church:
1. The cooling of faith, the loss of the “first love” for the Savior and
His Word (Revelation 2:4-5), that is, those feelings and emotions that
the person has right after believing. The Bible says, “Faith without
works is dead” (James 2:26). And in many cases, there comes a time
when a person first wants to leave, somehow loses interest, and there
are doubts: “Do I really have to do this? Why do I need to put forth all
this effort?” These thoughts, for example, occur when the “first love” of
newly-married lovers grows old and cools, like the coal away from the
fire; and learning to live together becomes routine, and boredom sets in.
That happens in a Christian whose love is not fueled by the Gospel of
Jesus’ love for him. The apostle John writes: “We love Him because
He first loved us” (I John 4:19).
But such a sinful “disappointment” in the relationship — the loss of
“first love” — does not have to be a permanent state. By sincere contrition and repentance, worked in him by the Spirit of God through the
Word, it is a “manner” or habit that the Christian breaks and then
grows spiritually, receiving the “warmth” of the Spirit, to be back on
the same stage. God wants us always to be “hot,” on fire,
“zealous” (Revelation 3:19), burning for Him. He warns the lukewarm
ones: “So then because thou art lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I
will spue thee out of my mouth…” (Revelation 3:16). What do you do
when it seems that faith is weakening? How do you take a step up?
Christ says: “I counsel thee to buy of Me gold tried in the fire, that thou
mayest be rich; and white raiment, that thou mayest be clothed, and
that the shame of thy nakedness do not appear; and anoint thine eyes
with eyesalve, that thou mayest see. As many as I love, I rebuke and
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chasten. Be zealous therefore, and repent. Behold, I stand at the door
and knock. If any man hear My voice, and open the door, I will come in
to him, and will sup with him, and he with Me” (Revelation 3:18-20).
2. The conviction of self and despair of forgiveness. There are people who no longer attend church because they are sure that they cannot
forsake certain sins and thus consider themselves unworthy. But God
says that “we are all as an unclean thing, and all our righteousnesses
are as filthy rags; and we all do fade as a leaf; and our iniquities, like
the wind, have taken us away” (Isaiah 64:6). We do not attend church
because we are “worthy” (like the Pharisee in the Temple, Luke 18:1112), but because we are unworthy, wretched sinners in the sight of God
and desperately need the assurance of His forgiveness from the Gospel.
In Christ, God reconciled us unto Himself, not imputing our trespasses
unto us (II Corinthians 5:19) so that by faith in Jesus’ merits, we can
“live…unto Him which died for [us] and rose again” (v. 15). “For a
just man [the believer, justified by faith] falleth seven times and riseth
up again” (Proverbs 24:16). As we walk in the light of faith, we have
the assurance that “the blood of Jesus Christ, His Son, cleanseth us
from all sin” (I John 1:7). “If we confess our sins, He is faithful and
just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness” (v. 9). When you sin, repent, trust in God’s forgiveness, and go
forward with His help to amend your ways!
3. The condemnation of others. We often hear people say, “All
around are liars and hypocrites, many of them in the churches. I do not
like to be in such company. I’m better off being among the ‘honest sinning’ people.” And just who are they?? Are people “honest” by
“forsaking the assembling of [themselves] together”? Jesus says: “He
that is of God heareth God’s words” (John 8:47). “The manner of
some is” that they forsake the hearing of God’s Word. They are “not of
God;” they are not Godly; they are not “honest.” Anyone can stumble,
and you as well. Because of the sinful flesh, we Christians stumble
every day (Romans 7:18). Do not judge your brother without evidence!
“Judge not according to the appearance, but judge righteous judgment” (John 7: 24) according to identifiable facts. But only God knows
the heart of man. “Judge not, that ye be not be judged,” Jesus tells us
(Matthew 7:1ff.). Our church or congregation of brothers and sisters is
our spiritual family. In every family there are times when it becomes
difficult to get along with one another and even to stay together. Some
annoy one another; some are not faithful in the performance of their
duties. Is it because of such small things that one would leave the fam-
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ily?? Consider what the apostle Paul exhorts us: “Be ye kind one to
another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as God for Christ’s
sake hath forgiven you” (Ephesians 4:32).
4. Unbelief. This is the chief (and the worst reason) why people
“forsake the assembling of [themselves] together” to hear God’s
Word and to be exhorted by Christian brothers and sisters, to be provoked by them “unto love and to good works” (v. 24). Regarding
the hearing of God’s words, Jesus told the Jews: “Ye therefore hear
them not because ye are not of God!” (John 8:47). Many who despise preaching and the Word of God have already lost their faith
entirely and therefore have no interest in going to church. They
have no fear, love and trust in God, and that is why they have no
interest in His Word. “The Gospel of Christ, …the power of God
unto salvation” (Romans 1:16), is “foolishness” to them; “the
preaching of cross” of Christ is “foolishness” to them; they despise
“the foolishness of preaching” which God pleased to use as His instrument to save them (I Corinthians 1:18ff.)
Why do you need to go to church?
In the local congregations of His believers, first of all, there is a
meeting and communion with God. Jesus Himself is there to bless
the preaching of His Word by His under-shepherds or pastors, to
bless the hearing of His Word in the ears of their sheep, to bless the
reception of His sacraments, to bless the worship of His name, to
bless the discipline He has ordained for wayward sheep, to bless the
fellowship that His sheep enjoy together in the unity of the Spirit.
Even the smallest assembly of His sheep has He attention, “For
where two or three are gathered together in My name, there am I in
the midst of them” (Matthew 18:20). There we glorify God, offer
intercessory prayers for others, get the hearing of faith, and receive
guidance for our lives. In addition, participating in the life of the
Church in the fellowship of Christian brothers and sisters, we express, as the fruit of our faith, our love and reverence for our gracious God through the love that we express and practice toward one
another (Ephesians 4:32).
The Christian says: “I do not merely go to church, I belong to her.
And I cherish my opportunities to assemble together with my fellow
members because of what my gracious God there offers, gives, and
seals to me in His Word and Sacraments, and because of the great
privilege I have to share those blessings with others in ‘the house-
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hold of faith’ (Galatians 6:10) who have, like me, been ‘called out of
darkness into His marvelous light’ (I Peter 2:9).”
Have you ever thought about why the writer of our text, this “holy
[man] of God…moved by the Holy Ghost” (II Peter 1:21), wrote to Jewish believers and begged them not to leave their congregations? Without “growth in grace and in the knowledge of [their] Lord and Savior,
Jesus Christ” (II Peter 3:18), believers are the object of the attacks of
“[their] adversary, the devil, [who] as a roaring lion, walketh about,
seeking whom he may devour” (I Peter 5: 8). Therefore the Lord Jesus,
the Head of His Church, established the local congregation for the regular and consistent nourishment of His sheep and lambs, so that His
Word would not go forth out of His mouth in vain, but would accomplish that which He pleases and would prosper in the thing whereto He
sent it (Isaiah 55:10-11), namely, for the salvation of poor sinners (I
Timothy 2:4) and for the security of His precious bride, the Church
(Ephesians 5:26-27).
Over the years of my ministry, I have seen all too many converts to the
true faith in the company of friends, or in a country house, or a walk in
the park instead of assembling together for the Sunday service, thus
neglecting the preaching of God’s Word and the exhortation of their
brethren, with the result that they gradually cooled down in the faith
and later returned to their old way of life, losing the salvation that the
Lord Jesus purchased and won for them. Disobedience to this simple
truth, “Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together…” allowed
the devil to fulfill his destructive plans in their lives.
As a servant of God, in the name of Jesus Christ, I beg you not for any
reason to forsake the assembling of your fellow believers! No matter
how you are busy, no matter how many you have any problems, try to
find time for regular attendance to the services of your local church.
Otherwise, you may not have time to blink as you find yourself trapped
in Satan. And he pursues only one goal: To steal your salvation. And
this to destroy you (I Peter 5:8). Do not listen to his lie that the assembly of the saints you do not need. He knows that you will be much easier to break when you depart from the exhortation of brothers and sisters in faith, from care and oversight of your pastors. Alone, no one has
stood still.
The devil is trying in every way to separate the Christians from the
Church. He convinces them that if they sin, their God will never for-
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give, and in the meetings of His church He will not understand their
contrition or accept their repentance. But in fact, God truly desires that
the sinner sincere repents and comes back to the church. For there he
will find forgiveness, encouragement and consolation from both God
and the people.
Do not forget that regular church attendance — it is not only our duty
as faithful Christians, but also a great privilege. This is God’s blessing
that the brothers and sisters in your country can freely gather and praise
our Lord. Keep in mind that not all countries are as well, and many
Christians in other countries are experiencing persecution and misery
because of their faith. Therefore, dear brothers and sisters, stand firm in
faith, do not leave your congregation and its opportunities for assembling together, its good pastors and teachers, excellence in the knowledge of God’s Word, as you can help your dear fellowship, and your
servants; for every day they care about you before our Lord.
God’s good blessings to all of you, brothers and sisters in our churches!
Stand firm in the faith!
In Christ,
Pastor Roman Schurganoff
Orthodox Lutheran Church, Ekaterinburg, Russia
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Churches in Fellowship
ORTHODOX LUTHERAN CHURCH OF EKATERINBURG
Ekaterinburg, Russia
The Rev. Roman G. Schurganoff, Pastor
P. O. Box 27
620039 Ekaterinburg, RUSSIA
E-mail: Schurganoff@mail.ru
___________________________

CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH
Olu-Ama (Kula), Nigeria
(Pastoral Vacancy at present)

ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH
Abule Egba, Lagos, Nigeria
(Pastoral Vacancy at present)

HOLY TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH
Idama, Nigeria
The Rev. Innocent Karibo, Pastor
Holy Trinity Lutheran Church
Idama, Rivers State, NIGERIA

SALEM LUTHERAN CHURCH
Abalama, Nigeria
The Rev. Balaiyi Thompson and The Rev. Bateinm Bestman, Pastors
Thompson Compound Abalama
Abalama, Rivers State, NIGERIA

ST. CLEMENT’S LUTHERAN CHURCH
Elem-Sangama, Nigeria
The Rev. Timothy Biobele Aaron, Pastor
St. Clement Lutheran Church,
Elem-Sangama Arch-Deaconry
Elem-Sangama, Rivers State, NIGERIA

ST. MATTHEW’S LUTHERAN CHURCH
Port Harcourt, Nigeria
(Pastoral Vacancy at present)
76 Abba Street, Mile 1 Diobu
Port Harcourt, Rivers State, NIGERIA

ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH
Kula, Nigeria
(Pastoral Vacancy at present)
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church
Kula, Rivers State, NIGERIA

ST. PAUL’S NYEMONI LUTHERAN CATHEDRAL
Abonnema, Nigeria
The Rev. Nimi B. Fyneface and
The Rev. God’stime E. D. Douglas, Co-Pastors
P. O. Box 123
Abonnema, Akulga, Rivers State, NIGERIA
E-Mail: njohnfyneface@yahoo.co.uk
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Directory of Member Congregations
www.concordialutheranconf.com
GOOD SHEPHERD EV. LUTHERAN CHURCH

On the Web at:
4090 S. Melpomene Way, Tucson, AZ 85730
GoodShepherdLutheranChurchTucson.com
Worship Service ............................. 9:30 a.m.
Sunday School & Bible Class ....... 10:45 a.m.
Telephone (520) 721-7618
The Rev. DANIEL P. MENSING, Pastor
8464 East Wildcat Drive, Tucson, AZ 85730
Pastor: (520) 448-8694
E-mail: goodshepherdlutherantucson@gmail.com

PEACE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH

Central Avenue at 171st Place, Oak Forest, IL 60452-4913
Sunday School & Bible Class ......... 8:30 a.m.
Worship Service ............................. 10:00 a.m.
The Rev. DAVID T. MENSING, Pastor
17151 South Central Avenue, Oak Forest, IL 60452-4913
E-mail: pastormensing@yahoo.com

On the Web at:
PeaceEvLutheran.com
Telephone: (708) 532-4288
Pastor: (708) 532-9035

ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH
Sixth and Tangent Streets, Lebanon, OR 97355
Sunday School & Bible Class ....... 10:00 a.m.
Worship Service ............................. 11:00 a.m.
The Rev. PAUL E. BLOEDEL, Pastor
483 Tangent Street, Lebanon, OR 97355
E-mail: revbloedel@gmail.com

Telephone: (541) 258-2941

Pastor: (541) 258-2941

ST. LUKE’S LUTHERAN CHURCH

5350 South Fountain Street, Seattle, WA 98178
Sunday School & Bible Class ........ 9:00 a.m.
Worship Service ............................ 10:30 a.m.
The Rev. EDWARD J. WORLEY, Pastor
9658 – 54th Avenue South, Seattle, WA 98118
E-mail: revworley@comcast.net

On the Web at:
StLukes-CLC.com
Telephone: (206) 723-1078
Pastor: (206) 723-7418

NOTE: Services are also held in Victoria, British Columbia on
the 1st and 3rd Sundays. Please call the Pastor for current location.
Worship Service ............................. 7:00 p.m.
Adult Bible Class ............................ 4:30 p.m.
Adult Catechism Class ………….... 8:30 p.m.

ST. MARK’S EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
22012 Torrence Avenue, Sauk Village, IL 60411
Adult Bible Class ……………......... 3:00 p.m.
Worship Service ……………….…... 4:00 p.m.
The Rev. DAVID J. MENSING, Pastor
22012 Torrence Avenue, Sauk Village, IL 60411
E-mail: d_mensing@hotmail.com

Telephone: (708) 757-6859
Pastor: (708) 655-7549

TRINITY EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH

300 North Ridgeland Avenue, Oak Park, IL 60302
Sunday School & Bible Class ….. 9:00 a.m.
Worship Service ......................... 10:15 a.m.
The Rev. ROBERT J. LIETZ, Pastor
233 North Cuyler Avenue, Oak Park, IL 60302
E-mail: robertjlietz@gmail.com
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On the Web at:
StMarksEvLutheran.com

On the Web at:
TrinityEvLutheran.com

Telephone: (708) 386-6773
Pastor: (708) 386-4145

The Sixty-Fifth
Annual Convention
of the

Concordia Lutheran Conference
June 24th, 25th and 26th, 2016
at

St Luke’s Lutheran Church
Seattle, Washington

The Rev. Edward J. Worley, Pastor
with the

Plenary Pastoral Conference
on June 21st and 22nd
and the

Board of Directors Meeting on June 23rd
Convention Motto and Essay:

The Holy Scriptures —
All-Sufficient for Our Christian Life
The Friday Keynote Sermon is on II Timothy 3:16-17
by President David T. Mensing
The Sunday Convention Sermon is on Romans 12:1-2
by Pastor Paul E. Bloedel
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