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may be unclear to our readers @r whiah
may create a wrong impression.

The Nineteenth Annual Convention of the Concordia Lutheran Conference opened with divine service on June 20, 1969 at St.
John’s Lutheran Church in Lebanon, Oregon. The Rev. E. L. Mehlberg preached an edifying sermon on the basis of Psalm 90: 12-17.
Pastor Mehlberg had been requested to preach the sermon in the
stead of our Conference President, Rev. 0. W. Schaefer of Wilmot,
South Dakota, who was unable to be present due to extensive dental work just completed. Pastor M. L. Natterer, the host pastor,
served as liturgist for the service. The offering was for the General Fund of the Conference.
Another divine service was conducted on Sunday morning,
June 22, in which the Lord’s Supper was celebrated. The Rev. H.
D. Mensing of Tinley Park, Illinois, preached an instructive sermon on I Peter 3 22, using as his theme: “Jesus Christ is gone into H e a ven and is on the Right Hand of God, everything being
subject to Him.” The local pastor served as liturgist. The offering
received at this service went to the local congregation to assist in
paying the expenses incurred in hosting the convention.
Because of the heavy work schedule and the late date on
which the Essay topic was assigned, sufficient time was not available to the essayist adequately to prepare for and complete theI
work involved in a careful treatment of the subject: “The Importance for an Orthodox Church Body to Provide Adequate Training and Preparation for a Future Ministry.” Recognizing this,
the Board of Directors suggested that it would be profitable and
ed,ifying for all to hear with discussion and c.omment,the excellent
translation by Rev. E. L. Mehlberg of Dr. Luther on “The Problem
of Maintaining the Church and the Ministry.” Each of the morning and afternoon sessions of the convention was preceded by an
appropriate devotion.
The following men were elected to the respective offices:
PRESIDENT: Rev. 0. W. Schaefer
VICE-PRESIDENT: Rev. H. David Mensing
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SECRETARY:
TREASURER:
BOARD MEMBERS-AT-LARGE:

Rev. M. L. Natterer
Mr. V. K. Bloedel
Mr. H. Wenck and Mr. Walter Fischer

THE EDITORIAL COMMITTEE

Pastor P. R. Bloedel, editor
Pastor M. :L. Natterer,
assistant editor
Mr. Martin R. Luedtke,
business manager
THE COMMITTEE

ON THEOLOGICAL

EDUCATION

Pastor P. R. Bloedel, chm.,
Pastor H. David Mensing
Mr. Martin R. Luedtke
Mr. David T. Mensing
and
THE COMMITTEE

ON MISSIONS

Pastor E, L. Mehlberg, Mr. ,V. Reil, and Mr. H. Fischer
THE COMMITTEE

ON LUTHERAN

UNION

Pastor H. David Mensing, Pastor M. L. Natterer
Pastor 0. W. Schaefer and Mr. David T. Mensing
THE COMMITTEE FOR SUNDAY SCHOOL MATERIALS

Pastor P. R. Bloedel, Mr. David T. Mensing, and Mr. V. K. Blcedel
Plan II (Presentation of a Plan to go Forward in Providing
For a Future Ministry, Page 5), as revised by the convention was
unanimously adopted. This means that our Concordia Lutheran
Conference Seminary will be located in Tinley Park, Illinois. God
willing the Seminary will open this Fall. In grateful acknowledgement of God’s mercy and grace in granting us His marvelous help
in this matter, the convention joined in singing Hymn 33, “The
Lord hath helped me hitherto.” Pastor Bloedel, the chairman of
the Committee on Theological Education, informed the convention
that they have received tentative applications from 6 young men
desiring to enter our Conference Seminary.
The delegates accepted a budget of $13,625.00 for the coming
fiscal year. The reason for the increase from last year’s budget
being the establishment of our Conference Seminary at Tinley
Park, Illinois, as unanimously decided upon by our congregations.
It was resolved that whereas the Sixth Lutheran Free Conference, to be held July 29- 31, 1969, at Davenport, Iowa, will not
concern itself this year with those doctrines in which there is disagreement among conservative Lutherans, and whereas such bypassing is not in keeping with their ultimate objective as stated
52

in their original Prospectus of 1964, or with the Word of God,
I John 4: 1; Matt. 7: 15; Rom. 16:17, therefore we would abstain
from sending representatives to the Free Conference this year.
Four pastors, twelve delegates, 45 visitors from Illinois, Oregon, South Dakota, Washington, and Wisconsin, attended this convention.
In behalf of their
Evangelical Lutheran
Conference to hold its
This was accepted with

congregation, the delergates from Peace
Church invited the Concordia Lutheran
next convention in Tinley Park, Illinois.
thanks by the delegates.

As we ponder this last convention - the devotions, the sermons, the essay, the enlightening discussions, the matters resolved
upon with such unanimity, the wholesome Christian fellowship,
the generous hospitality accorded ‘everyone by the local congregat’ion - we must surely join in declaring with the Psalmist, “I will
extol1 Thee, my God, 0 King ; and will bless Thy Nawte for ever
and ever” (145:l). May such undeserved goodness inspire us all
to a more consecrated life of service to Him whose mercies are
new unto us every morning?
M. L. Natterer, Secretary

----

--

“‘His name shall be called Wonderful,
Counsellor,
everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace.”
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The mighty
-Isaiah

God,

9:6b,

The

Taegliche Hausandacht, C. F. W. Walther, Translated by E. L. M,
“For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour,
is Christ the Lord.”
2:l I.
-Luke

which

Who is He who lies as an infant in the lap of a poor maiden? 1stis
true, He is made just like a human &ild. No visible rays of shining
light play about His friendly face. But what does the Angel of the Lord
announce to the astonished shepherds outside?-“VVhich is Christ the
LORD,” Jeholvah, God over all, eternally blessed, the angel loudly
proclaims to the world. 0 marvelous message! God and man is united
in this birth, God became man and man God! The Eternal unites Himself with a mortal creature. The Almighty joins Himself to the helpless
dust. The Eternal Love unites in marriage with him who hates Him.
The Most Holy unites with the sinner. The Creator of all things joins
himself to a created being and becomes like him. The Lord of all lords,
at whose feet angels and archangels lie as His servants, with covered faces, filled with adoration, awaiting His beck and call, shackles
Himself to the slave of sin and Satan. He who holds all the world in
His hand, and who plamed the countless stars in the vast field of the
firmament, becomes a weakling with the weaklings, a Helpless One
with the helpless and permits Himself to be lifted and carried by sinful hands. He whom the Heavenly Father inHis eternal Today begat
as the Image of His Being and as the reflection of His glory, being
equal with Him in majesty, the true Son of the living God, a bloodrelative, a brother of sinners, a fellow descendant of fallen Adam’s
children of death, a member of the miserable human race, which even
lost its human dignity and has become an abomination before the
angels and all creatures. He, the eternal Light, before whom even the
light of heaven is darkness, who lives in a light to which no man can
approach, comes down into our dark world in order to become a house
companion with those who sit in the darkness and shadow of death.
He whom all the heavens of heavens cannot contain, whom heaven
serves only as His chair and the earth only as His footstool, comes
down in order to share with the inhabitants of dust their tabernacles
made of earth and clay. He who alone it is who enters the names of
those who shall appear in the Book of Life today permits His name to
be entered in the register of mankind as the least and the poorest
among men.
0 notably great and blessed mystery: “God is manifest in the
flesh’“! Who not only of men but also of the most high angels is able
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to look into today’s uncovered depth of this divine plan and explain its
cause? The holy angels indeed desire with lowered faces to look therein, but, finding no explanation in this depth of God’s heart, they only
worshipfully cry out: “Glory to God in the highest”! What is the miracle of the world’s creation out of nothing; what is the wonderful creation of the firmament which rests upon invisible pillars with its stars
which by a perpetual law follow their appointed courses; what is the
wonder-work of the preservation of all things and of all the creatures
which therein live and move; -what are all these wonders of the power
of the Almighty, all the wonders of the wisdom of the all-wise God, all
those wonders of the love of the all-loving God, for which reason the
morning stars and all of God’s children eternally praise and glorify
God;-what are they in comparison with that wonder that the great
God divests Himself of His divine glory, comes down from His most
high and heavenly throne, takes upon Himself not only the form but
also the nature of a creature, yes, of a creature which has revolted
against Him, and becomes a man, a man in servant’s form, a child, a
brother of sinners?
Oh, where is the language that is able adequately to describe the
supreme importance of such a birth? When angels had praised it with
a few words in an earthly language they hurried quickly back to heaven, in order to begin the song in the heavenly language whereby they
now sing about this act aof God from eternity to eternity before His
throne. In the light of all this, what shall, what can we now do? We
can do nothing except cast ourselves in the dust and worship and
stammer hallelujah to Him who in Bethlehem once on this day, to the
astonishment of all creatures, took upon Himself not the nature of a
holy angel but-0 mystery, 0 wonder-became man!
0 Jesus Christ,
Thy manger is
My paradise at which my soul reclineth.
For there, 0 Lord,
Doth lie the Word
Made flesh for us;- herein Thy grace forth shineth.
He whom the sea
And wind obey
Doth, come to serve the sinner in great meekness.
Thou, God’s own Son,
With us art one,
Dost join us and our children in,our weakness.
Hallelujah! Amen.
(Lutheran Hymnal 81)
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“But when the fullness of the time was come, God sent forth His Son, made
:of a ‘woman, made under the law, to redeem them th,at were tunder the law,
4:4-5.
that we might receive the adoption of sons.” -Galatians

From .this we see that Christ did not, as the rationalists of our day
teach, come into the world to reveal to men that they already are
God’s children; but, on the contrary, first of all to ‘earn for them
the right of divine sonship and then at the same time to redeem them
from the compulsion of the law.
According to God’s Word there indeed was a time when men were
children of God. At that time they were partakers of the divine nature.
They bore the heavenly Father’s image, had God’s disposition, and
were full of the Holy Ghost. That was when man was still in Paradise
in the state of innocence. But man fell into sin. He lost Go.d’s image,
the divine nature, the divine disposition, the Spirit of God, and his
originally created innocence and righteousness. Now man is not born
as a child of God but as a child of sin, as a child of darkness; or, as
Paul writes, man is born a child of wrath, death, hell, and damnstion. Out of boundless love, however, God decided from eternity to
make us, the fallen and degenerate ones, again into His children. But
in order to actiomplish this, sin had to be destroyed; and we had to be
made partakers not only of the divine grace but also of the divine nature. For that reason God send his only-begotten Son Himself into the
world. He let Him become a man. He destroyed our sins through Him;
and now He makes all those who believe on His Son partakers again
of His divine nature, giving them again His Holy Spirit, and renewing
them again to His image.
From this we see that as great as the number of the children of men
is, so small is the number of the children of God. For who is a child of
God?
A child of God is only he who has experienced a double birth, not
only the physical one from his parents but also a spiritual one. For
this reason Jesus declares: “Except a man be born of the water and of
the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God.” John 3: 5.
A child of God, accordingly, is only he whom God not only has created, as other men, but to whom He has also given birth, whom He
has begotten. For that reason James writes: “Of his own will begat he
us with t7t.eWoyd of ,Tyuth, that we should be a k&.-d of first fruits
of His creatures.” JAMES 1: 18.
A child of God, furthermore, is only he who not only bears in him54

self the natural light of his reason but also another, higher, divine,
heavenly light, which has come into his soul from above. Therefore
Paul writes concerning the children of God: “Ye were sometimes darkn.ess,but now are ye light in the Lord.” Ephesi,ans ,5:8.
A child of God, furthermore, is only he who bears a double life in
himself, natural anid supernatural. According to his natural life he
lives on earth. According to his supernatural life his walk is in heaven.
According to his natural life he is related to people, to father and
mother. But according to his supernatural life he is related to Jesus
Christ, Therefore the same Apostle Paul writes in the name of all of
God’s children : “1 live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me.” Galatians
2:20.
A child of God, moreover, is he who lives of double nouri.shment.
His carth1.y nourishment is food and drink. His spiritual nourishment
3s God’s Word and the Holy Sacraments. Therefore Peter writes: “As
newborn babes, desire the sincere milk of the word” (namely, the Gospel), “that ye may grow thereby.” 1 Peter 2:2.
A child of God, furthermore, is only he who has a double spirit, the
natural spirit with which he was born and the Holy Spirit. Therefore
the Apostle writes: “Know ye not that ye are the temple of God, and
that the Spirit of God dweZleth in, you,‘? 1 Corinthians 3: 16.
h child of God, finally, is only he who no longer can deliberately
and willfully si.n so long as he is a child of God. Therefore John writes:
“Whosoever is born of God doth not commit sin; for his seed remaineth in him: and he cannot sin, because he is born of God.,’ 1 John 3:9.
Whoever, accordingly, is a child of God is not only indeed called
that figuratively, nor only perhaps because God loves him in a fatherly
manner and he God in a childlike manner. No, for then he would only
seemingly be God’s child, and God would only seemingly be his Father.
But God’s children are that in truth what their name expresses.
To Thy Word, Lord, Amen, I say;
Increase my little faitth, I pray.
Thou only art the Father mine,
As child and heir, let me be Thine.
Amen.
Taegliche Hausandackt, C. F. W. Walther, Translated by EL L. M,,

Many are the changes that affect everyday life. Some concern
social matters, others deal with political and economic issues, and
still others affect our personal lives in a most direct way.
In this latter category your President can speak from experience. During the past weeks I have made a great change: after
prayerful consideration I have received a peaceful release from
,St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church, Wilmot, S.D., to accept the call
of, the Conference congregations, through the Committee on Theological Education, to become Professor-President of our new Seminary in Tinley Park, Illinois, and another call from Peace Lutheran Church where the Seminary is located to become its Assistant pastor. I was officially installed into both offices in an
impressive service on Sunday, August 24th. The Seminary is
scheduled to open its doors and begin classes on September 30th.
I am well aware of the serious obligations involved in these
two fields of labor and earnestly beseech you all to remember
the work of our Seminary and its professors in your daily prayers
that God would give us the strength and wisdom to perform our
duties with all diligence and faithfulness to His great glory. May
the Lord also guide and bless me in my labors as assistant pastor
in Peace Congregation !
May He who is the chief Shepherd of us all continue to lead
the members of our Conference on the way of righteousness and
on the path of truth until He summons us home where we shall
praise and glorify Him eternally!
Your servant in the Lord,
0. W. Schaefer

This is an unorganized Fellowship of recovered alcoholics who help
each other maintain sobriety and who offer their recovery experience
to, and share it with, other men and women who have a drinking
problem.
It was founded in the year 1932 by two men, recovered alcoholics,
publicly identified as Bob W., a former New York stockholder, and
Dr. Bob S., an Akron surgeon. According to its literature the fellowship is worldwide, functioning through approximately 12,000 local
Groups in 90 countries, and having some 350,000 members. Its international headquarters is the Alcoholic Foundation in New York
City. The address is Box 459, Grand Central Post Office, New York,
New York.
The Fellowship claims that several hundred thousand alcoholics
have achieved sobriety in AA. Among this number are represented
clergymen of various faiths who themselves found in AA the answers to personal drinking problems and who participate in the
Fellowship’s program. A number of groups are actually composed
exclusively of clergymen.
The undersigned was prompted to examine AA when he discovered
that clergymen of Catholic and Protestant affiliation, through their
position as chaplain were approving and recommending this fellowship
to inmates of the State prisons who had a drinking problem. Since the
Christian instruction which the undersigned carried on with a number
of inmates at several of these institutions was challenged or seriously
questioned by members of his class who were in contact with AA
groups in the institution, he decided to make a thorough study of this
fellowship in the light of God’s Word to find out for himself and for
his class members whether or not God wants a Christian to. support or
be a member of AA.
The fellowship predicts recovery for those alcoholics who will commit themselves to the suggested program of the Twelve Steps of AA.
This program basically consists of the following elements: The alcoholic must admit his total helplessness to further cope with his problem and place his complete reliance on a power greater than he. In
almost all cases.this power is called God: God, however, as the member understands: him. A religious experience, accordingly, is held to be
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a basic part of its recovery program. Since the fellowship refers to God
as the religious assisting power needed, we Christians who worship and
serve the only true God will therefore be vitally concerned about that
question: Does God want you to support or be a member of AA?
Because we are Christians our hearts indeed go out to these unfortunate victims of drink, and we want to do what is best for them, according to the will of our God. In AA these men are endeavoring in
their own wa.y-and even clergymen of Christian denominations
are encouraging them in this-to
cope with this growing problem
of alcoholism in the world. Can we or can we not join and support
them in this, their program? In other words:
DOES GOD WANT YOU TO SUPPORT OR BE A MEMBER
OF ALCOHOLICS- ANONYMOUS?
In answering this question, we will examine the official position of
AA on the basis of its writings and hold that up to the judgment of
God on the basis of His Word, the Bible, which alone is His divinely
inspired and infallible authority and standard of faith and life for us
and all men here on earth: John 14:6; X7:17; 8131-32; 2 Pet. 1~21; 2
Tim. 3:15; 1 Cur. 2:13; Ps. 119: 105; Is. 8:20; Rev. 22:18-19; John
5:22-29; 8:47.
It it God‘s will that we should carefully examine and test the pronouncements of all those who claim to speak for Him here on earth,
who in His name advocate religious beliefs of any kind. God requires
this in order that we may find out what kind of spirit is behind what
they teach for our eternal welfare is at stake. To be governed by a lie
of the devil in this life will land us in hell in the life hereafter, but to
believe and follow the truth of God will bring us to heaven and eternal
bliss!
For this reason God tells us in His Word: “BeZoved, believe tiot
every spirit, but try the spirits whether they are of God: Every spirit
that confesseth that Jesus Christ is come into the flesh is of God. And
every spirit that confesseth not that Jesus Christ is come in,to the
flesh is not of God. . . We are of God: he that hnoweth God heareth
us, he that is not of God heareth not us. Hereby know we the spirit
of truth and the spirit of error . . . In this was manifested the love
of God toward us, because that God sent His only begotten Son into
the world, that we might live through Him. Herein is love, not that
we loved God, but that He loved us, ,an.dsent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins . . . Whosoever b e 1ie.v e t h that Jesus is the
Christ is born'of God . . . If we receive t;he w i tn e s s of men, the
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witness of God is gre~~~ter:for this is the iwitness of God w/h&h He
hath testified of His Son. He that believeth on the Son of God hath
the w4tness in himself: he that believeth not God bath made Him a
liar; because he believeth not the record that God gave of His Son.
And this is the record, that God hath given to us eternal life, and this
life is in His Son. He that hath the Son hath life; and he that hath not
the Son of God hath not life . . . Many deceivers are entered into, the
world, who confess not that Jesus Christ is come into the flesh. . . The
whole world lieth in wickedness . . . Little children keep yo:ursetves
from idols,” 1 J&n 4:1-3, 6,9-10, 13; 5:1,9-12, 19,21. “God is light,
and in Him is IW darkness at all. If we say that we have fellowship
with him, and walk in darkness, we lie, and do not the truth: but if we
walk +n t.be light, as He is the light, we have f etlowshi~ oozetith arcother, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin.
If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is no,t in
us. If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our
sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. If we say that we have
not sinned, we make him a liar, and His Word is not in us,” 1 John
1:5-10. “Whosoever transgresseth, and abideth not in the doctrine of
Christ, hath not God. He that abideth in the doctrine of Christ, he
bath both the Father and Son,” 2 John 7:9. “Beloved, follow not that
which is evil, but that which is good. He that doeth good is of God,”
3 John 11. “He that committeth sin is of the devil; for the devil sinneth from the beginning. For this purpose the Son of God was manifested, that he might desroy the works of the devil,” 1 John 3% “For
the hour is coming, in the which all that are in the graves shall hear
his voice, and shall come forth; they that have done good, unto the
resurrection of life; and they that have done evil, unto the resurrection of damnation,” John 5~28-29. Yf there come any unto you, and
bring not this doctrine, receive him not into your house, neither bid
him God speed: for he that biddeth him God speed is partaker of his
evil deeds,” 2 John 10-11. From these words of Holy Scripture it
ought to be easy to understand why we must exercise the greatest
possible care in treating the subject at hand.
The document which we shall use for the purpose of t&ing the
spirit which is behind AA in the light of God’s Word is “A GUIDE
TO THE TWELVE STEPS OF ALCOHOLICS ANNONYMOUS,”
published in Akron, Ohio, U.S.A. P.O. Box 932.
In the introdztction the importance of the Twelve Steps is treated :
“Removal of any of the Steps will eventually result in a collapse.”
Again we read: “It has been the history of AA that any alcoholic who
has followed this program without deviation has remained sober.” In

order to carry out this program of the Twelve Steps, the Guide states
the following : “We asked and received help from a power greater than
ourselves and another human.” The Guide then immediately explains
in a note what it understands by this “power.” “In almost all cases
that power is called God.” Who is this God of AA? We quote further:
“It is, however, God as WE UNDERSTAND
HIM. For purposes of
simplification, the word God is used in this pamphlet, meaning whatever higher power you choose to accept. In the case of the agnostic,
the atheist or any unbeliever it is only necessary that he recognize
some power greater than he is. We can call it God, Allah, Jehovah, the
Sun, a Cosmic Force, or whatever he chooses. He is almost certain to
admit that we live in an orderly world, a world where night invariably
follows day, where spring follows winter, where corn ripens at a certain
season, where the young are born on an invariable schedule, where the
planets and other heavenly bodies maintain an orderly course. So it is
only logical that there is some greater power behind this orderliness.
Such an admission is all that is necessary.”
In other words, the professed god of AA is not the God of the Bible,
and therefore not that God, who is confessed by the Christian Church,
For all agnostics, atheists, and unbelievers deny and reject the God of
the Bible; yet AA will receive them into their membership so long as
they will admit that there is some greater power at work in the universe. AA, accordingly, is satisfied to recognize as the god it looks to
for help and recovery for its membership as having any name a person
may choose to call it: “God, Allah, Jehovah, the Sun, a Cosmic
Force,” and so forth.
Now let us turn to the Word of God, in order to obtain its teaching
regarding the God whom all men alone should worship and serve. According to the Bible the only true God is the Triune God: Father, Son,
and Holy Ghost. Three distinct Persons in one divine Being or Essence. Therefore He is called the Holy Trinity. All those who believe in
Him, seek help, life, and salvation from Him, must do so in obedience
to these, His instructions, as given us by His Son, Jesus Christ: “All
power is given unto Me in heaven and in earth. Go ye therefore and
teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the
Son and of the Holy Ghost: teaching them to observe all things
whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, 1 am with you alkay,
even unto the end of the world,” MT. 28 :18ff. God forbids us to have
other gods instead of or beside Him. His First Commandment reads:
“Thou shalt have no other gods before Me,” Again we read: “Thou
shalt worship the Lord, thy God, and Him only shalt thou serve,”
Matt. 4: 10. And again we read: ‘7 am the Lord; that is My name; and
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My glory will I not give to another, neither My prclise to graven images,” Is. 42: 8. Men have other gods when they regard and worship
any creature as God; when they beheve in a god who is not the Triune
God and when they fear, love, and trust in any person or thing as
they should fear, love, and trust in God alone. The Bible says further:
“All men should honor the Son even as they honor the Father. He that
honoreth not the Son honoreth not the Father, which hath sent Him,”
John 5:2,3. “Trust in the Lord with all thine heart, an.d lean not unto
thine own under-standing,” Prov. 3: 5. “The fool hath said in his heart,
Therq is no God. They are corr~rpt, they have done abominable.
works,” Ps. 14:l. “The natural man receiveth not the things of the
Spirit of God; for they are foolishness unto him; neither can he know
them, because they are spiritually discerned,” I COY.2~14. Jesus, the
Son of God, the second Person of the Godhead, says: “Whosoever
shall deny Me before men, him will I also .deny before My Father
which is in heaven.” Matt. 10:33.
From these Scriptures it is evident that AA is a religious fellowship
which denies the true God, who has revealed Himself in the Bible. AA
has substituted its own philosophical conception of god which
denies the true God and therefore stands condemned as a false and
idolatrous spiritual fellowship, according the the judgment o,f the
Word of God. In AA God therefore also directs these words of judgment: “In vain they do worship me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of men,” Matt. 15:9. “Behold, I am against the prophets,
saith the Lord, that use their tongues and say He saith,” Jer. 23131.
“TO the law and to the testimony: if they speak not according to this
word, it is because there is no Eight in them.” Isaiah 820.
Furthermore, AA’s only interest in a god is that he be used by alcoholics to help heal them from an ailment which they call a disease. The
fellowship does not recognize drunkenness as being a sin, a transgression of the Law, before God. AA fails to recognize the fact that the
true God of the Bible never condemns sickness as such in a person,
as being in itself a sin, on which account He bars the ailing person
from heaven. But God does condemn drunkenness as being a moral
fault in man, a work of the devil (Acts 1.3:10; 1 Pet. 5: 8) and a sin;
for we read: “Know ye not that the unrighteous shall not inherit the
kingdom of God? Be not deceived: neither fornica.tors, n,or idolators,
nor adulterers, nor ejffeminate, nor abusers of themselves with
ma.nkind, nor thieves, nor covetous, nor druntirds,
shall inherit
the kingdom of God,” 1 Cor. 6:9-10. The true God of the @ibl.e, ac--
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thetwo
professors for our newly founded Concordia Lutheran Conference Theological Seminary were
installed at Peace Ev. Lutheran
Church, Tinley Park, Illinois.
Beautiful floral arrangements
of carnations and mums adorned
the altar for the special ceremony in the lofty chancel of the
lovely church building.
Pastor 0. W. Schaefer was installed as full-time
professorONAUGUST~I~~~,

president of our seminary
as
well as assistant pastor in Peace
Lutheran Church. Pastor Mensing, who is the congregation’s
full-time pastor, was installed as
associate professor. Pastor P. R.
Bloedel of St. Luke’s Lutheran
Churcih, Seattle, Wn. and chairman of the Committee on Theological Education, delivered the
sermon. He based his remarks
on PSALM 118:23 and 25. The
theme of the sermon was: “Two

The Rev. 0. W. Schaefer

Important
Personal Reactions
As We Install Our Two Professors-the one being installed also as Assistant Pastor here in
Peace Ev. Lutheran Church.”
The church choir sang a Bach
arrangement
of “LORD JESUS
CHRIST WITH us ABIDE.” There
was a large attendance, including many visitors from far and
near, for this important and inspiring service.
A delicious meal was provided

by the ladies of the congregation
in the gymnasium of one of the
local school buildings. After the
meal letters of congratulations
and good wishes from pastors
and congregations of our Conference were read and short addresses were given by the newly
installed professors and also by
several laymen.
We pray that the Lord will
now abundantly bless the labors
of our two new professors.

The Rev. H. David

Mensing

-

CONTINUEDFROM PAGE 63

-

cordingly, labels drunkenness as a sin and not as a disease! (See also
Gal. 5: 19-21.)
AA’s use of the name of God in their program is also a sin against
the Second Commandment, which reads: “‘Thou shalt not take the
name of the Lord, thy God, in vain.,, AA is lying and deceiving by His
name by teaching things about God, as has been pointed out above,
which are not true according to His revealed Word, the Bible. As a
further example of this, AA, in the Guide, under the Seventh Step,
declares: “The very essence of the Christian religion is that the soul of
man is eternal . . . In the very least of us is a little spark of the divine.
It is that divinity that makes us rise above the lower animals.‘, The
Christian religion, which draws all its teachings from the Bible, nowhere teaches that “in the very least of us is a little spark of the divine.” It teaches the very opposite, namel.y, that man as he comes into
this world by birth is corrupted by the original, inherited sin of Adam,
as the Apostle Paul declares : “By one man (Gen. 2: 17) sin entered
into the world, and death by sin; and, so death passed upon all men,
for that all have sinned,” Rom. 5:12. The same Apostle testifies concerning men before their conversion that they are “dead in trespasses
and in sins,” Eph. 2 : 1. Again Scripture declares of all mankind: YYzey
are all gone aside, they are altogether become filthy: there is none that
doeth good, no, not one,” Ps. 14:3. By nature man therefore has no
“spark of the divine,” but is full of unholiness!
Furthermore, AA advocates using God merely for the purpose of
overcoming a slavish habit in order to make THIS life a more full and
happy one; whereas the Bible tea&es that God has not only revealed
Himself to man for the purpose of saving him from the power of evil,
earthly habits, which afflict men in this life, but especially from the
guilt and dominion of sin and from the power of the devil which
are the direct causes of all evils in this life, and from death and
eternal damnation, to everlasting life in heaven after death. For we
read: “The kingdom of God is not meat and drink; but righteousness,
and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost,” Rom. 14:X And again we
read: “God is not willing that any should perish, but that all should
r, 89. “God our Savior will have all m.en to
come to repentance,” 2 Pet. <>.
be saved, and to come unto the knowledge of the truth. For there is
one God, and one Mediator between God and men, the man Christ
Jesus; who gave Himself a ransom for all, to be testified in due
time.” I Tim. 2: 3-6. “God so loved the world,t hat He gave His only
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but

have everlasting life. For God sent not His Son into the world to condemn the world; but that the world through Him might be saved. He
that believeth on Him is not condemned: but he that believeth not is
condemned already, because he hath not believed in the name of the
only begotten Son of God. And this is the condemnation, that light
is come into the world, and men loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil. For every one that doeth evil hateth the
light, neither cometh to the light, lest his deeds should be reproved.
But he that doeth truth cometh to the light, that his deeds may be
made manifest, that they are wrought in God.” John 396-21.

(to be continued)

OFFICIAL

ANNOUNCEMENT

In accordance
with the Conference
Constitution,
Art. VIII, F9 I have
appointed
the following to serve on the Committee
on Theological
Education.
Pastor E. 1. Mehlberg,
Coos Bay, Oregon, to replace Pastor H. David
Mensing, who has resigned to become Associate Professor of our new Seminary in Tinley Park, Illinois.
Mr. D,aniel Mensing, Tinley Park, Illinois, to replace Mr. David T. Mensing, who has resigned to become a part-time
student at our Semin’ary.
0. W. Schaefer,

President

mu:
(Translated

John 2: 7 - 7 7

by Donald E. Heck -

continued

from

Presented by E. L. MehJberg)
previous

issue -

II.
The second question arises: HOW MUST MAN HONOR THIS
EBTATE?
Much could be said on this question. Today I want to call your attention to three important points, which are seldom perceived even by
Christians.
The first point to which I direct your attention is this. According
to God’s Word parents have a great right over their children. Not only
did parents have the right to hire out their children until their marriage to other masters and use their earnings for their own needs, as
we read in Exodus 21: 7, not only did parents have the right to declare
null and void the oath which their daughters made against their will
or without their knowledge to God, as’we read in Numbers 30: 4; not
only did parents in the time of the Old Testament have the duty and
the power to give husbands and wives to their children as we read in
Deuteronomy 7:3 and in the examples of the patriarchs, but also in
the New Testament St. Paul writes in 1 Cor. 7 that the children should
not give themselves but the parents should give their children in
marriage.
What do those children do who without even asking their parents
secretly become engaged, yes even marry? They push their parents
from the throne on which God has placed them. They slink away from
their parents. They take God-given honor from their parents. They
rebel against the home’s and the family’s God-appointed power. They
force strangers upon their parents against their will who are to be
their children, heirs, and relatives. And thus they dishonor the holy
ordinance of marriage.
Their secret engagments are null and void, and though they sealed
them with a thousand oaths! And if they are married even without
their parents’ consent, such children have entered marriage against
God’s good pleasure. Their going to the altar, or, as often happens
here even among Christians, to the justice of the peace, was a forbid-

den way, a way of sin; and, if they have done it wantonly and knowingly, a way of ruin, curse, and damnation. If such couples who married against the consent of their parents do not repent, that is reason
enough to be damned. Their marriage must be without happiness and
blessing.
There is another point to which I would direct your attention. Many
think that marriage is first concluded when they have consented at the
altar or before the civil authorities. And so it often happens, that those
who were betrothed break their engagement by their own choice. They
should know that whoever is betrothed to a person with the knowledge
and consent of his parents has already concluded the marriage. H,e
is indissolubly bound to his betrothed; the angel calls Mary, the betrothed bride of Joseph, his wife, although he had not yet brought her
home, and warns him not to leave her. The marriage ceremony does
not first establish the marriage before God, but it only confirms it as a
legal marriage before church and state.
Hence, of what are they who are properly engaged with the consent
of their parents guilty when they faithlessly and thoughtlessly break
their engagement? Before God they are adulterers just as well as that
couple which after years of married life gets a divorce. Even he who
knowingly frees such a rightfully betrothed person breaks the marriage
with him. What God has joined together by the holy word of consent
no man should separate. As baptism takes place if it is done according
to Christ’s institution, and no creature in heaven or on earth can annul
it; thus marriage is also established if it is concluded according to
God’s institution by the mutual oath of marital faithfulness until
death, and no person or angel can separate what God has thus joined
together without great, frightful sin.

NOW go home and ponder what you have heard today fro,m God’s
Word. May God himself awaken you to receive it in a godly and virtuous heart. Thus you will bring forth fruit in patience and the holy
estate of matrimony will be kept holy also among us; our marriages
will be blessed to the glory of God and to our own and our children’s
welfare. We will finally come where the children of God neither marry
nor are given in marriage but will be like the angels of God in heaven.
God grant that, for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord and Savior,
praised and blessed in eternity. Amen.
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INSTALLATION

cat

WILMOT, S. D.

Sunday, August 17, was a day of rejoicing for the members
of St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church, Wilmot, S. D., as they welcomed a new pastor into their midst He is the Rev, Julius A.
Schmitt, formerly of Milwaukee, Wisconsin.
The installation
ceremony was conducted by the former
pastor, Rev. O.W. Schaefer, who also delivered the sermon on
the topic “Take Heed to the Ministry!”
His message was based
on Colossians 4: 17 and pointed out the obligations of both pastor
and people in a Christian congregation together with the manner
of faithfully fulfilling them.
Assisting in the ceremony was the Rev. Paul R. Bloedel,
Seattle, Washington, the first pastor of St. Stephen’s and presently
pastor of St. Luke’s Lutheran Church and Chairman of the Committee on Theological Education.

Mr. Orville

Pastor J. Schmitt and Elders (left to right)
Reyelts, Rev. J. Schmitt, Mr. Chas. Miller, Mr. Elmer Frerichs

Pastor Schmitt is a graduate of the Concordia Lutheran Conference Theological Seminary, located at that time in Milwaukee,
Wis. As a candidate of the ministry he was a member of Christ
Lutheran Church of that city and assisted its pastor, Rev. E. L.
Mehlberg, in many ways. He and his wife, Ruth, will occupy the
Wilmot parsonage.
The ladies of the congregation served a delicious dinner in
the church basement to all members and guests. The afternoon
was spent in Christian fellowship, welcoming the new pastor and
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his wife and bidding farewell to Pastor Schaefer and his family,
who were moving to Chicago land a new field of labor in the new
Conference Seminary at Tinley Park, Illinois, and in Peace Lutheran Church where the Seminary is located.
May the Head of the Church richly bless the new pastor of St.
Stephen’s and all its members in their work in His vineyard so
that His kingdom may come and His will be done!
-0.w.s.

INSTALLATION

at COOS BAY, ORE.

August 17, 1969 was indeed a happy occasion for the members of St. Paul’s Lutheran Church in Coos Bay, Oregon. On that
day they were privileged to participate in the installation of their
new pastor, the Rev. E. L. Mehlberg, formerly of Milwaukee, Wisconsin.

The ,Rev. E. L. Mehlberg

The me m b e r s of St. Paul’s Lutheran Church experienced
the truth of the Psalmist’s words, “Weeping may endure for a
night, but joy comet32 in the morning”
(Ps. 80: 5). It was with
weeping hearts that the members found it Scripturally necessary
to depose their former pastor last April. Although they had evangelically and patiently admonished him, he persisted in his impatience and tyranny over against the congregation.
(Cp. III John
5-10; II Timothy 1: 8).
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In his mercy, the Lord of the Ch.urch sustained this little
flock during their very trying time. Under the gracious guidance
of Him Who directs all things, these trials exerted a wholesome
influence upon the members of the congregation. They learned to
look ever deeper into the precious Word of God and allow its
glorious Sunlight to dispel the gloom and despair with which the
devil sought to ensnare them. Drinking deeply of the Fountain of
Life they were refreshed and strengthened to continue as good
soldiers of the Cross of Christ.
God also blessed the members for their faithfulness to His
Word, He turned their weeping hearts into joyous hearts by granting them a faithful pastor in the person of Rev. E. L. Mehlberg.
It was the privilege of the undersigned to install Pastor Mehlberg.
The text for the occasion was II Timothy 4: 1-5, and the theme of
the sermon was, “God’s SoZemn Chayge To The Pastor!” Fellowbelievers came from Seattle, Was,hington, and Lebanon, Oregon,
to join in praising Him Who is able to do exceeding abundantly
above all that we ask or think. Congratulatory
messages which
had been received from fellow-pastors in the Concordia Lutheran
Conference were also rea,d. after the Installation
Service. Later,
a delicious dinner was served by the ladies of the congregation in
a scenic park overlooking the Pacific Ocean.
May our dear heavenly Father keep both pastor and members
of St. Paul’s Lutheran Church in His care and help us all to walk
humbly with Him through Jesus Christ, our dear Savior!
-MI. L. N.

New Seminary Opened
The opening of our new Seminary was observed in the regular Sunday service of Peace Lutheran Church, Tinley Park, Ill.,
on September 28th. President O.W+ Schaefer delivered the sermon
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on Luke 14: I-11, the Gospel lesson for that Sunday, and Prof.
H. D. Mensing served as liturgist.
A special announcement was
made during the service, giving the names of the students and
other facts regarding Seminary instruction. Then followed a special prayer, commending faculty and student body to the gracious
care of the Lord iand beseeching Him to bestow His blessing on
their labors and to crown all prayers, work, and gifts for our dear
Seminary with His divine benediction. The congregation then
sang the traditional hymn for Seminary opening: “With the Lord
Begin Thy Task” (L.H. 540).
Actual classroom teaching began on Tuesday, September 30,
at 9 a.m. Four students are enrolled at present: Mr. James Luedtke of Seattle, Wash. ; Mr. Glen Frerichs of Sauk Village, Ill. ; Mr.
David T. Mensing of Tinley Park; and Mr. Randall Styx of Tinley Park. The first of these is a full-time student, while the others
are enrolled part-time. 19 hours of instruction are given each
week, and 8 subjects are taught. Prof. Schaefer teaches six: Dogmatics, New Testament Isagogics, Old Testament Bible History,
Homiletics, Symbolics, and Propaedeutics. Prof. Mensing teaches
two subjects: Hermeneutics and New Testament Greek (elementary). Two Sunday School rooms in Peace Lutheran Church serve
most adequately as classrooms and are neatly furnished with instructors’ desks with speaker’s stand and chairs, student chairs
with side #board, blackboards, library table, and two bookcases of
theological books and other reading matter
One classroom is
equipped with a. bulletin board for Seminary announcements and
the like. The physical equipment of our Semina,ry is a delight to
behold, Ian d both professors and students enjoy working amid
such pleasant surroun.dings, while in a church building nestled in
a sylvan setting that is a wonder of God’s creation.
David writes, “The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom !” Ps. Ill: 10. And Solomon says, “Get wisdom, and with all
thy getting get understanding !” Prov.4: 7. In the name of the Lord
and with a. prayer for His guidance and blessing, faculty and students have embarked upon their labors in our Seminary.
May
every member of our beloved Conference pray fervently for divine
blessing upon all teaching and learning and support this venture
with generous gifts, and may the Lord cause our Seminary to
bring forth mutih fruit to the glory of His name and the welfare
of many souls!
-President
Schaefer
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Installation

Sermon

IjMvered at TinLey l/L-k, I/Lois on August 24,1969.
TEXT:

THIS IS THE LORD'SDoING;IT IS MARVELOUSIN OUREYES.
SAVE Now I BESEECHTHEE,O LORD; 0 LORD, I BESEECHTHEE,SENDNOW PROSPERITY.Ps. l18:Z3,Z51

Beloved friends in Cihrist and especially you, dear brethren, Pastor
0. W. Schaefer, professor-president elect (who is also the assistant
pastor elect of this congregation), and Pastor H. David Mensing,
associate professor elect:
“This is the Lord’s doing; it is marvelous in our eyes”! These words
wonderfully express our sentiments on this singularly historical occasion for our beloved Conference. It is an essential and major step forward in preserving for our Conference, our congregations, ourselves,
our children and their children after them the pure teachings of God’s
Word. And as we think of Him who has so graciously led us thus far,
we also join the Psalmist in saying: Vave now, 1 beseech Thee, 0
Lord; 0 Lord, I beseech Thee, send now prosperity”! We will therefore
consider :
TWO IMPORTANT
PERSONAL REACTIONS
AS WE INSTALL OUR TWO PROFESSORS-the
one bein,g installed also as
Assistant Pastor here in Peace Evangelical Lutheran Church.
I. An Acknowledgement: “This is the Lord’s doing!”
II. A Sincere Prayer: 9ave now! Send now prosperity!”
I.
Only a year ago, at our convention here in Tinley Park, the urgency
of providing for a future ministry was stressed. The Committee on
Theol. Education was charged with 1) drawing up new Seminary
plans and 2) presenting them to the congregations of our Conference
by means of personal visitations. Now, as we look back over the past
months and consider what has come to pass - 1) the wonderful reception which the appointed committee received and 2) the deep
Christian concern expressed by the respective congregations of our
Conference; 3) the interest shown on the part of young men as prospective students; 4) the full financial backing pledged by the membership of our Conference; 5) the unanimous determination and decision
to initiate an adequate seminary plan; 6) the calling of the professors;
7) their acceptance of the calls extended to them; 8) now their installation; and 9) soon the opening day for the Concordia Lutheran
Theological Seminary, Tinley Park, Illinois, YES, as we look back
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over the past months and on into the near future, we cannot help but
declare: “This is the Lord’s doing”!
When we also consider the size of our Conference, that it is made up
of only five small congregations numbering altogether only about
seventy-two voting members and that in our Conference there are already five pastors whose support is necessary - the establishment of a
Seminary with a full-time professor-president and an associate professor appeared to be out of the question. And so, at this time, we can
only lift up our hearts in praise of our God, and declare: “This is the
Lord’s doing !” It is the doing of Him who uses the weak things of
this world to confound the mighty.
But why especially is this the Lord’s doing? This is especially the
Lord’s doing because in establishing our Seminary we have let the
Word of God be our Guide. We have A) the general command of
Christ to all Christians to make disciples of all nations by baptizing
them and teaching them. And we have B) the specific command in
Scripture directing every Chritian congregation to establish the pastoral office in its midst. 1) The Apostle Paul directed Titus to see to it
that in every city pastors were chosen by the congregations. And 2)
that same Apostle wrote to Timothy: “The things that thou h.asheard
of me among many witnesses, the same commit thou to faithful men,
who shaZl be ab2e to teach others also.” 3) We also have the example
of Paul and Barnabas in the Book of Acts, where we read: And when
they had ordained them elders in every church, and had prayed with
fasting, they commended them to the Lord, on whom they believed.”
4) and so in the Smalcald Articles we read: “The Church has the command to a.ppoint min/isters!” 5) In Romans 10 we find the words:
“Wow shall they call on Him in whom they have not believed? and
how shall they believe in Him of whom they have not heard? and how
shall they hear /without a preacher?” 6) We find the qualifications
for the ,office of the ministry listed very plainly in the letters of Paul
to Timothy and Titus. These and numerous other passages indicate a
need for qualified men to be prepared for the work of the ministry and a) when we follow these directives of the Lord we know that we
are doing what He wants us to do - and IIis way is always best and b) when we walk in His way and follow His Word, then with regard to whatever is accomplished through us we can indeed exclaim:
“This is the Lord’s doing, it is marvelous in our eyes.“!
And so, the establishment of our Seminary is a venture of faithcertainly not a venture of blind faith built merely upon emotions and
feelings which is fanaticism- but a venture of faith built upon the
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Savior and His Word. And since our faith itself is the work of God in
us (accomplished by the Holy Gho,st through His Word and Sacraments) so also that which our faith produces in our lives and actions
is, in a very special sense, “the Lord’s doing.“!
In order to make our Seminary possible, you the members of Peace
Evangelical Lutheran Church A) have permitted your pastor to be our
associate professor. In order that he might have time to perform the
functions of this important office, you B) have called Pastor Schaefer
as an assistant to your pastor to help him in the administration of his
pastoral duties. This too is evidence of your faith in and love for the
Savior and His Word- and as such it “is the Lord’s doing and it is
marvelous in our eyes.”
II.
But what should be another personal reaction of each of us as we
install our two professors - the one being installed also as your assistant pastor? It should be a sincere prayer such as is recorded in the 2nd
verse in our text: “Save now, I beseech Thee, 0 Lord; 0 Lord, I beseech Thee, send now prosperity !” In this verse the Psalmist prays,
first of all, f:or the salvation of his own soul. -So shou1.d we! This
should indeed be our prayer at all times - and especially as we are in
the process of establishing a more adequate and permanent Seminary
for the training of young men to be pastors for the sheep and lambs in
the fold of the Good Shepherd, laborers in the Vineyard of the Lord,
ministers of Christ and stewards of the mysteries of God.
By the grace of God, through the consecrated efforts of these, our
elected professors, 1) we will have men through whom our congregations and we as individuals and our children after us will continue to
be nourished with the pure truths of God’s Word and thus led along
the pathway that leads to life eternal. 2) We will, by God’s grace, have
men through whom the salvation earned by Christ shall continue to be
offered to poor lost and condemned sinners-free salvation for Christ’s
sake through faith; 3) men who will turn away from God’s Word
neither to the right hand nor to the left; 4) through whom our congregations will continue to flourish in an increasingly hostile environment,
and 5) through whom our Conference will continue to hold aloft the
banner of God’s truth as a light in a darkling world. To this end we
pray : “Save uzow, we beseech Thee, 0 Loyd!” - Preserve the vines
which Thy right hand hath planted among us for our spiritual and
eternal welfare, yea for the salvation of our souls.
But the Psalmist also teaches us to pray: “0 Lord, I beseech Thee,
send now prosper& !” As Christian pastors and people we can and
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should indeed plant and water according to God’s Word - but it is
the Lord who must give the increase according to His good pleasure.
We must sow the Seed of God’s Word, nurture and water it with
Scriptural admonition and encouragement and by our Christian life
and conduct - knolwing that it will accomplish that which God
pleases and thus it will prosper according to the good pleasure .of His
grace. But we also know from Scripture that God wants us to ask Him
for the increase. He wants us to beseech Him, as in our text: “Send
now prosperity !”
What is the prosperity for which the Psalmist prayed in our text
and for which we should pray? Certainly it is not prosperity 1) in
wealth, or 2) in large numbers; it is not propserity 3) in land and
property or 4) in large and impressive buildings but it is a prosperity
in consecrated and true believing Christians.
That prosperity for which we should pray is 1) that God would
make us all sincere, orthodox Christians; 2) that He would keep us
steadfast and unmovable in the true and saving faith, and 3) that He
would cause us to abound, ever more abundantly, in works pleasing to
Him and in harmony with His Word; 4) that He would cause us more
and more to grow in grace and in the knowledge of our Lord and
Savior, Jesus Christ; 5) that we are better Christians tomorrow than
we are today and better Christians today than we were yesterday; 6)
that our concern for this world and for the things that are in this
world becomes less and less and 7) that our zeal and enthusiasm a)
for the work of the Lord, b) for the preserving of His pure Word
among us and c) for the extension of His Kingdom becomes ever
greater
and more vigorous.
L
Certainly we should pray that the Lord would bring many more
people to the saving knowledge of His dear Son, Jesus Christ, and thus
increase our membership - but we should never forget that the true
PROSPERITY of the Church does not consist in having many members but in having GOOD members; not in having many pastors but
in having GOOD pastors. It is quality, not quantity, which is an indication of the prosperity of the Church. It was to the poor congregation
at Smyrna in Asia Minor that the Savior declares: “I know thy works,
and tribuZation, and poverty (but thou art rich!) ,” and to the small
congregation at Philadelphia, the Savior exclaims: “I know thy works:
behold I have set before thee an open door, and no man can shut it:
for thou hast a little strength, and hast kept My Word, and hast not
denied My name. I” Such is the prosperity which we desire when we
pray: “0 Loyd, I beseech Thee, send now prosperity!”
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Dear brethren, professors elect of our Seminary, the work which you
are called to do is indeed overwhelming. As the only two professors in
our Seminary you are to be equipped to handle a load of over fourteen
difficult theological subjects. You’ are to be able to teach A) Isagogics-a thorough study of 1) the individual books of the Bible, 2)
their general background and 3) content, B) Hermeneutics in which
our students are to become well-versed in the correct rules for the
interpretation of the Bible so as not to be able to be misled by false
teachers who twist the Word of God to their own liking. You are to be
able to C) give the students a working knowledge of Hebrew and
Greek - the original languages of the Old and New Testaments and lead them into the study of the Scriptures on the b,asis of these
original languages in the field of Exegeses. You are to be able to teach
D) Dogmatics - a thorough and formal study of Christian Doctrine.
You are to be able to teach E) Symbolics - the confessions of our
church and the Historical Background of these Confessions. Also F)
Comparative Symbolics in which the teachings of other ch.urch bodies
are to be critically examined in the Light of the Bible. You are to be
able to teach G) Bible History and Church History as well as Archeology of the Bible. You are to be able to teach H) Homiletics which is
the study of the preparation and delivery of sermons. You are to be
able to impart I) sound principles of teaching so that the students are
enabled to teach the truths of God’s Word in a classroom situation.
You are to be able to teach J) Pastoral TheoEogy in which all phases
of pastoral work are studied and discussed. You are also to be able to
teach K) Liturgies and Hymnology. In view of such a broad span of
subjects for our professors to be able to teach thoroughly and well, we
must constantly remember them in our prayers and beseech the Lord,
saying: “Send now prosperity.” A) Grant unto our professors physical
stamina, mental ability, and spiritual strength to carry out the manifold tasks of their important offices. Grant them diligence, faithfulness, perserverance and conscientiousness in the performance of their
duties. B) And give us, not merely students, but GOOD students students who are consecrated Christian young men who will be GOOD
will hold fast
pastors - each one stronger, nobler than the last-who
the faithful Word as they have been taught, who will be able, by sound
doctrine, both to exhort and to convince the gainsayers, yes, and who
will be able to teach others also. C) And grant us consecrated Christian laymen who will support with their fervent prayers and with their
sacrificial giving this work which is the “Lord’s doing and maruelous
in our eyes”- that God’s Word and Luther’s doctrine pure may continu.e among us and our children for generations to come! Amen.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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“BELIEVERS

WERE THE MORE ADDED

TO THE LORD”

ACTS 53.4.

OUR GRACIOUSLORDis continuing to add believers to His Holy
Christian Church and to His local church, or congregation, in
Tinley Park, Illinois. On October
19, Mr. and Mrs. George Thompson, Sr. and Miss Christy Staudacher were received as communicant members of Peace Ev.
Lutheran, Church after careful
instruction in the Chief Parts of
Christian Doctrine by the pastor, the Rev. H. David Mensing.
The confirmation
sermon was
preached by the Rev. 0. W. Schzefer, President of our Seminary,
who is also assistant pastor of
the congregation.
While it is indeed the Lord
Himself who creates believers
and adds them to His Church
He enlists for this blessed work
His own believing disciples, who
are to be His witnesses and sow
the life-giving Seed of His pre(ACTS 24: 47-48 ;
cious Word
ROMANS IO: 17). It is through
the agency of such faithful witnessing on the part of our members that these new members
were gained. Last year, on September 1, George Thompson, Jr.
joined with us, having learned
to know of our church and the
treasure of God’s pure Word
which it possesses from the testimony of his high-school teacher, Mr. Da vid T. Mensing.
George then brought his brother

Scott who joined with us on
June 6 of this year. And through
the common testimony of these
young people, the parents, Mr.
and Mrs. Thompson, Sr., with
Miss Staudacher, a friend of
the family and student in the
same school.
This reminds us of the Holy
Scripture account in John I: 40ff
where we are told how Andrew
brought his brother Simon, and
Philip brought his friend Nathaniel to Jesus. “Awl he brought
him to Jesus,” (verse 42). May
these examples encourage us all,
by our personal witnessing, to
bring p r e c i o u s, blood-bought
souls to Jesus, their Savior!
-H. D. M.

Pastor Mensing, Mrs. Thompson
Pastor Schaefer, Mr. Thompson
Miss Staudacher
[left to right)
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