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The most outstanding festival on the Christian calendar, Christ- 
mas, is at hand. The keynote of this season is JOY, joy in Him who 
is God% greatest gift of love to the world, Jesus, the Babe of Beth- 
lehem. 

The Apostle Paul encourages us to be filled with that joy which 
centers in the Christchild, when he says, “Rejoice in the Lord aZ- 
wuy!” Phil. 4: 4. The message of His birth is good news, the good 
tidings of great joy, and we are to spread that message so that it will 
bring joy into the hearts of all people. 

There is no greater joy than that which comes from believing in 
and loving the Child of Bethlehem. He came to save all mankind 
from sin, death, and the devil. This holy Infant, true God and true 
man, came to redeem the world, to earn forgiveness for all, and to 
make peace between God and man. 

Joy in the Lord is a lasting joy. It rests on that which is divine and 
eternal and cannot fade away. Despite world conditions, national 
problems, and personal difficulties Christmas can be bright and cheer- 
ful by viewi.ng with the eyes of faith the Child in the manger-bed and 
by rejoicing in Him who was sent from heaven to save man from 
eternal doom. 

When true Christian joy dwells in the heart, all envy and malice 
will vanish. Gentleness and patience will flourish. There will be meek- 
ness and kindness, there will be a forgiving spirit, there will be sincere 
love to God and to the neighbor. He who truly rejoices over the birth 
of Jesus will also cast all his care on the Lord, both thanking Him for 
past blessings and trusting in His promises for the future. 

To be rightly prepared for Christmas let us ask ourselves these 
questions: do I find my greatest joy in the Babe of Bethlehem or in 
the things of this world? Do I give evidence of my faith and joy in 
humility and gentleness toward others, or is my heart full of bitter- 
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ness, envy, and other unchristian attitudes? Is my life marked by 
prayer and gratitude to God, or is it restless in anxieties and tensions? 

0 what blessings will flow from the Christmas story to all who fer- 
vently pray: 

Come, Jesus, holy Child, to me; 
Close tight my heart to all but Thee; 
And-with Thy Holy Spirit’s grace, 
Make me, dear Lord, Thy dwelling place? 

A blessed holiday season to you all! 
Your servant in the Lord, 
0. W. Schaefer 

Problem of Maintaining The Church and Its Ministry 

From his Sermon, Mark 8: l-9, The Feeding of the Four Thousand 
(St. Louis Ed., XI, -translated by E. L* M.) 

(continued) 

In the second place, the Lord herewith also comforts those who are 
in the pastoral office, that they should not permit themselves to be 
offended or frightened away on account of present need or poverty. 
But they should understand that Christ cares for them and will 
nevertheless provide for them in their poverty and will not always 
permit them to suffer distress and need but will in the end feed them 
the more bountifully. Yes, He has already beforehand thought about 
and provided for their need before they give it thought where they 
are going to get it from. 

For in this example He surely mightily demonstrates that He is a 
rich, powerful Lord and Creator, yes, even a well-to-do miller and 
baker, better than any on earth, who has learned the trade very well. 
Yes, He operates many trades simultaneously; without any human 
help He plows, threshes, grinds, and bakes all in one operation. For 
it is truly a wonder and inconceivable to the mind to feed so many 
thousands of men, not counting women and children, with seven 
l.oaves, so that they all have enough and even left overs. And yet He 
has done it in an instant, with one word, by merely handling the 
bread and giving it out for distribution; thereby the work of grind- 
ing, baking, and everything is done for so many thousands of people 
and even more. That must be an excellent king (say the five thousand 



which he fed in a similar manner, John 6: 14), we would like to have 
Him. He should be able to lead a multitude of people afield and pro- 
vide for them ,where it would be possible at any time to reach into 
a basket or pocket and richly feed and salary the entire host. 

Now, He cati do that, and such a King we have in Him. Where He 
extends His hand, there all is full; and where He chooses. to give, 
there must be enough of everything and more than enough. Thus He 
directs Peter, Matt. 1727, to go and take a piece of money out of 
the fish’s mouth. Who placed or minted silver there for Him? or who 
would seek money there in the water and even in the fish’s mouth? 
But He can make and take it when, where, and however He chooses 
to have it. Yes, He can also bring forth bread and water out of stones, 
in order to feed the entire world. For every day throughout the world 
we see Him doing this, and everything that it has comes about purely 
by means of such miracles, which are no less important, as also Au- 
gustine says, than this one. 

We have become so accustomed to see the grain grow each year 
out of the earth, and through such customary happening have be- 
come so blinded that we do not notice such work. For what we daily 
see and hear, that we do not consider a miracle; still it is so great, 
yes, if a person should rightly estimate it, it is indeed a greater mira- 
cle that from sand and stones He brings forth grain than that He 
feeds the multitude with seven loaves of bread. For what else is dry 
sand than simply finely crushed stone, or of what else does a stone 
consist than pulverized sand or earth? But how can bread come forth 
out of a stone so that one can eat it, something which grows alone 
out of sand and earth? Similarly everything that grows9 including all 
that the animals give us, each after his kind, where else does it come 
from except out of earth and dust? These are the miracles which 
were set in operation at the beginning of the world and which daily 
continue, so that we are practically overwhelmed by them, except 
that since they are so common, and in order that we may become 
properly aware of them, God at times, as He here does, must perform 
not a greater but nevertheless a special work, which is out of the or- 
dinary, in order to wake us up and by means of such si.ngle, special 
miracles direct and lead us into the daily wonders of the wide world. 

Certainly no farmer can deny that his grain grows out of nothing 
else than rock, as also Moses, Deut. 3293, says: “‘God led the people 
into th,e land and made them suck hwney out of the rock and oil out 
of the fZinty rock.“’ What is he saying! How can honey and oil come 
forth out of rock and stone? Now it happens this way that both grain 
and trees which bear the sweetest fruits are standing in stones or 
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sand, out of which they grow and from which alone they receive their 
nourishment and strength. If oil and honey would flow from a pillar 
of stone, the whole world would be filled with amazement over such a 
miracle, but when we daily walk across land and field and these are 
growing before our very eyes, we fail to see and understand it. 

Now, since we pay no attention to God’s daily works, which are 
nothing els:e than miracles, He has to permit this and that unusual 
thing to be proclaimed as a special miracle in order to amaze the 
people, so that a Christian should permit the same to be his script 
and book, from which he learns to behold all of God’s works and mira- 
cles, and set his mind at rest and ask himself: Why should I be anx- 
ious and worried about my stomach and food? From whence does He 
,give the grain of the fields and all fruits, when the world with all. its 
wisdom and might is unable to produce even a little stalk, a small 
leaf, a tiny flower? If Christ, my Lord and God, does this every day, 
what need have I to worry or doubt whether He can or will feed me? 

Here you say: yes, but what is our experience, if He is such a King. 
who richly feeds the entire world, why does He let. His Christians in 
the world so often suffer distress and poverty? Shouldn’t He richly 
provide for His own people above all others? Answer: Here one must 
understand the nature of Christ’s kingdom. For He hereby wishes to 
point out to us, as I said above in the beginning, first, that His king- 
dom on earth is not a worldly kingdom, which consists in this, how 
one here on earth eats, drinks, keeps house, cares for the body, ac- 
cording to which all the necessities of life must be arranged and 
provided. He rather has established such a spiritual kingdom in which 
a person shoud seek and find divine, eternal possessions; and He has 
also arranged it that it is and remains richly supplied with God’s 
Word, Sacraments, and with the power and gifts of the Holy Ghost, 
and lacks nothing which makes it possible to have and keep eternal 
life. For this reason He permits the world to have and use the neces- 
sities of this life for its government and thereby richly provide for 
itself. But He does not want His Christians to have their comfort 
and consolation in these earthly things. They should rather seek the 
kingdom of God, in which they have eternally enough and shall be 
rich. That is one thing. 

In the second place, He wishes to teach His Christians to exercise 
the faith also in respect to this eartly life and its possessions, that 
also in these things they look to His providing hands and expect alone 
from Him the necessities of this life. For if the Church here on earth 
is to be and remain His Church, then He must also provide her with 
food, drink, clothing, house and home, and other needs of the body. 
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Yes, indeed everything that preserves and upholds the world, He has’ 
created for the sake of His faithful Christians; for their sake alone 
He also still gives and preserves it, as long as the world stands, in 
order that also in this life they should richly benefit from it and have 
no l.ack. But because the devil rules in the world and hates Christ 
and His Church, since His faithful Christians do not seek after the 
possessions of this world, for that reason they have to experience that 
those things which belong to them are snatched from their mouth and 
forcibly taken from them. Here Christ also must now help and give 
to His Church wherever she suffers need and distress, in order that 
she may live, so that she is provided for in a wonderful way, that His 
Christians understand that He has given it, and by means of such 
special wonder-work prove that she nevertheless must have food and 
drink, even though the world does not give to her nor cares about 
her but rather takes away from her or is hateful to her and on that 
account begrudges what God gives her. 

You see, that is what we now also should learn to believe, that in 
Christ we have such a Lord who also provides for our bodies and this 
earthly life; and therefore we should cast away and overcome the 
cares of unbelief. For He woos us to faith by various kinds of ex- 
amples, as One who would earnestly have us become such people who 
are entirely rid of anxious cares for our person, spiritually and bodily, 
for time and eternity (for here we are not discussing the cares and 
responsibilities of the office or the job, as such, which God has com- 
manded and laid upon each, that we should faithfully and diligently 
p.erform them), in order that we may with joyful hearts and confi- 
dence in Him do what has been commanded us, particularly that 
which concerns the kingdom of God; and if want and need strikes 
us, that we commit the matter to Him. The Christian should then 
learn to comfort and strengthen himself in this way and say: I know 
and have learned from the Gospel that I have such a Lord who can 
produce out of one loaf of bread as much as He wishes; and to do 
this he needs neither farmer, miller, nor baker; He can give me when- 
ever I need it and as much as I require, even though I do not know 
or understand, yes, even need take no thought about it, how or 
when or from whence it shall come. 

That is what the text teaches, as Christ reacts and speaks when 
He sees the multitude which has followed Him and is unable to 
return home without suffering dire hunger . . . . 

- to be continued - 



Those Who Participate in Public Worship 

II. 

Our congregations are exercising their spiritual birthright, when 
with one accord they bring forth their songs and chants, the incense 
of their prayers and other sacrifices rising from their own lips to the 
throne of Majesty. It is in recognition of the spiritual priesthood of 
all Christians assembled for, and active in, their common worship, 
that the collects and other common prayers of our public services 
are, according to our Liturgies, preceded by the words of exhortation, 
“Let us pray.” Considered from this point of view, the use of a Liturgy 
or Book of Forms in public worship is highly appropriate, inasmuch 
as by the acceptance of the Agenda the congregation recognizes the 
forms of prayer therein contained as its own prayers to be pronounced 
in the name of the entire congregation, and the minister should not, 
therefore, without good and sufficient reason, change those forms and 
deviate from them while he is the mouthpiece of the corrgregation as 
he reads or chants the forms of the Liturgy. 

But here it should be noted, that in a visible congregation as- 
sembled for public worship those only who are members of the in- 
visible church of Christ, the true believers, are also true worshipers. 
The songs and prayers of all the hypocrites who may occupy pews 
among or with the true worshipers are not truly acts of worship, but 
the mere semblance of what they appear to be. The exercise of re- 
l.igion is impossible without religion. Thus also, the minister, when he 
pronounces the prayers of the assembled worshipers, is the mouth 
of the true believers only, not of hypocrites. The Amen of the congre- 
gation, whereby the worshipers acknowledge as their own. the prayer 
uttered by their minister, is truly Yea and Amen only as it comes 
from hearts that put their trust and confidence in God through Jesus 
Christ. The recital of the Creed, spoken by the minister and con- 
firmed by the Amen of the congregation is expressive of our recogni- 
tion of the priesthood of all believers and of true believers only, in 
our public worship, according to the words of Christ: “They that WW- 
ship the Father m4ust worship Him in spirit and in tr&h,” Jn. 4: 24. 

Thus, then, the Christian congregation of believers is on the one 
hand active in the rel:igious exercises of the church, and though the 
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congregation may, and in a measure does, give utterance to what is 
in the hearts and minds of all, through the mouth of an individual 
person, that person is not a mediator between God and the congrega- 
tion, but a minister in the service of his brethren. 

But the minister is also a servant of God. God is also active in the 
public exercise of religion, and that also without the intercession of 
human mediators beside the one Mediator between God and man, the 
man Jesus Christ (1 Tim. 2: 51, in whom God has blessed us and con- 
tinues to bless us with all spiritual blessings (Eph. 1: 3). And yet God 
will not deal. with us immediately, but only through the means of 
grace. Wherever He records His name, He will come unto us 
and will bless us (Exodus 2024) ; and the record of IIis name is in 
I3i.s Word and Sacraments. The words of St. Paul directed to the 
church in Cormth apply to all congregations: “Ye are enriched by 
Him in all utterance and in all knowledge, even as the testimony of 
Christ was confirmed in you.” (1 Cor. 1: 5-6). The Gospel of Christ 
is the power of God unto salvation to everyone that believeth (Rom. 
1: 16) ; it is the hand of God filled with all. the blessings intended for 
the children of God, even as fait,h is the hand whereby those blessings 
are received by the Children of God. 

And not only has God determined by what means He would visit 
IIis people in the sanctuary, but He has also ordained in what manner 
those means are to be publicly administered. “Let all things be done 
decently and in order” (1 Cor. 14: 40)) says St. Paul, and the “order,” 
for the public administration of the means of grace is that of the 
ministerial o.ffice. The ministers of Christ are to be stewards of God 
(Titus 1: ‘7), and of the mysteries of God (1 Cor. 4: I). Christ has 
given pastors and teachers for the perfection of the saints, for the 
work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ (Eph. 
4: ll-12), and where the church is assembled for common edification, 
and to receive grace for grace from the fullness of Christ, the minis- 
ters of Christ are to exercise their stewardship in the work of the 
ministry, preaching the Gospel and administering the Sacraments. 
The Augs burg Confession says, “That no one should teach or preach 
publicly in the church, or administer the sacraments, except he be 
rightly called.” And when and where the minister of Christ performs 
the functions of his office, God by His word and sacrament through 
His servant offers forth the spiritual gifts of His goodness and mercy, 
the Father in heaven through His steward dispenses and distributes 
to the children of the household what they have co’me to ask and to 
receive. And since it is God who by His Means of Grace gives and 
appropriates what they contain, the faith or unbelief of the minister 
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does not affect the efficacy or validity of the words pronounced or 
the act,s by him performed. While the Christian is a member of the 
church and a true worshiper by virtue of his regeneration, or inas- 
much as he is in a state of faith, the minister is a minister of God 
and of the church by virtue of h:is call as the Apology says: “The 
Sacraments, Baptism, etc., are not void of eflicacy or power because 
they may be administered by unworthy and godless men. For because 
of the call of the church such men are there;” and Luther says: “The 
call and commission makes pastors and preachers;” and in the Augs- 
burg Confession we read: “The sacraments and the word are eflec- 
tual, by reason of the institution and commandment of Christ, though 
they be delivered by evil men.” 

What has been said concerning the agents in public worthip is at 
variance with and in direct antithesis to the doctrine of the Roman 
church, according to which the only real agent i.n the public exercise 
of religion is, in fact, the priest. It is the priest who ever anew offers 
up unbloody sacrifice for the sins of the quick and th.e dead and car- 
ries before God the prayers of the congregation. In all this there is 
really no occasion for active concurrence on the part of the congrega- 
tion. The priest is the mediator between God in heaven and the con- 
gregation on earth and in purgatory. The Roman mass with all its 
prayers and other forms couched in words of a language unintelligible 
to the people and chanted, or spoken in an undertone, in the presence 
or absence of a congregation, with responses and sequences, Gloria 
and Credo, sung by a choir in the same foreign language above a 
sil.ent congregation, is not an exercise of communion between God and 
man, but a demonstration indicative and variously expressive of a 
separation between God and man necessitating the intercession of 
priests not of the people but separated from the people by their or- 
dination, celibacy, chancels, language, and privileges, performing in 
the gulf between God and man the mysterious rites of an expiatory 
sacrifice in open denial of the sufficiency of the sacrifice once offered 
up on Calvary. The Roman mass is, thus, so far from being a form of 
Christian worship, that it is rather the pomp of Antichrist, an abomi- 
nation of desolation standing in holy places, which should be shunned 
by everyone who would bear the name of a Christian. 

On the other hand, the Lutheran conception of public worship is 
not that of the Zwinglian and Calvinistic churches. According to the 
reformed theologies, the word and sacraments are not really the 
means of grace whereby God offers the gifts of his grace and works 
in us the acceptance of such gifts. Though reformed theologians speak 
of “means of grace,” their enumeration of what they term means of 
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grace, and their utterances on the work of the Spirit show their posi- 
tion to differ very widely from ours. The operation of the Spirit is 
conceived as accompanying the sacraments, not as exerted t?LroUgh 
the sacraments as the means whereby the Spirit mediately performs 
his work. According to Zwingli, all sacraments are so far from con- 
ferring grace as not even to bring it nearer. The Reformed churches 
also regard prayer as a means of grace through which the Holy Ghost 
exercises His sanctifying influence. This view of the means of grace 
must result in confusion of the agencies active in public worship, and 
an utter impossibility of properly classifying the various acts of pub- 
lic worship. 

A fanatic emphasis on talking in tongues has been spreading vigor- 
ously from the Pentecostals and other Holiness bodies of more recent 
origin to older established churches, such as, the Baptists, Presby- 
terians, Anglicans, and even Lutheran bodies. Our children and Uni- 
versity students have become acquainted with this phenomenon 
through contact with militant members of these sects-who presume 
to know much about the gift of tongues or “The Baptism of the 2302~ 
Ghost” and very little about the other teachings of the Bible. They 
believe that the gift of tongues, of healing, etc., belong to the neces- 
sary equipment of the Church of all. times. This, of course, is a vile 
corruption of Scriptures- an adding to the Bible and declaring that 
such an addendum i.s God’s Word. “Thou shalt not add thereto,” 
says the Lord. Such an add.ing to the .Bible is just as bad as taking 
away from it. 

In the face of such fanaticism the following observations should be 
kept in mind: 

1.. The extraordinary gifts of the Holy Ghost are not necessary in 
the ordinary work of the church. Possessing and using the Word of 
God and the sacraments fully equips the Church to carry on its work, 
(Matt. 28:19 f; Rom. 10:17; I Car. 11:26; Luke 16:29). 

2. The spirit of the Enthusiasts, who emphasize feelings and reject 
the use and power of the external Word as futile, only assumes a 
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different form when emphasis is placed on something other than God’s 
Word and Sacraments for the building of the Churches. 

3. The Bible warns against miracle-mindedness. (John 4: 48; I Cor. 
1:21-22; 12:31). 

4. It is not for us Christians either to prescribe to God when or in 
what way such gifts are to be bestowed or to require of others that 
they be able to perform such speaking with tongues if any are to be 
regarded as being fully “Baptized ruith the Holy Ghost.” (See I Cor. 
12: 11, “as He will.“). 

5. These signs were given to the early Christians for the confirma- 
tion of the pure Gospel. Such signs, therefore, performed by errorists 
are the works of Satan. (Deut. 13:1-3; Matt. 24:24; 2 Thess. 2:9 f.). 

6. Those churches which claim that the extraordinary miracle-work- 
ing gifts of the Apostolic Age have been revived in their midst should 
then be obligated to demonstrate all such gifts as are mentioned in 
Scripture, such as, the innocuous use of poison-Mark 16:18, the 
raising of the dead, Matt. l&8, and the like. 

7. The Scripture text, Mark 1617-20, which states that “These 
signs shalt follow them that believe; In My name shall they cast out 
devils, etc.,” certainly does not support their teaching. It does teach 
that the believing Christians, the Church, having received the fullness 
of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost possesses also the power to perform 
miracles. Where the need arises, in the judgment of God, and in ac- 
cordance with His will, He will perform miracles through any her- 
liever. This need existed in the early days of the Church and was met 
by an abundance of such extraordinary gifts of the Holy Spirit. But 
even the most casual reader must declare that the text does not 
state that, wherever there are believers, in every age and in every 
community, there will be a display of such miraculous powers. Those 
who interpret this passage in such an all-inclusive sense would have 
to apply it to every believer- but not even in the apostolic days 
did every believer speak with new tongues, etc. Verse 20 does not 
state that the Lord wiZZ confirm the Word with signs following in 
every age of the Church but simply that the Lord “confirmed” the- 
Word with signs following. He confirmed it for the benefit of the 
Church of the Apostolic Age and for every following age. Luther 
writes: “Where there are Christian men, there is the power to work 
such signs, when it becomes necessary . . . But since the Gospel is now 
spread throughout the world, known to all, there is no need of such 
signs as were wrought in the days of the apostles.” 
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The Bible uses the word “antichrist” in a wide and in a narrow 
sense. In the wide sense the term “antichrist” refers to al 
teachers who teach doctrines which are contrary to the Word of 
Christ. Since Scripture demands that in Christ’s Church only Christ’s 
Word is to be taught, defended, and followed-all those who teach, 
defend, and follow that which is opposed to the Word of Christ are 
the opponents of Christ, antichrists, rebels and renegades in Christ’s 
Kingdom. This is the spirit of antichrist which was at work already 
at the time of the Apostle John-but John makes a definite distinc- 
tion between the many antichrists of his day and the one great Anti- 
christ who was yet to come and in whom the spirit of the many anti- 
christs would reach its highest peak. We read in I John 2.~18, “Little 
children, it is the last time: and as ye have heard that antichrist shall 
come, even now are there many antichrists.” This one great Anti- 
christ is described for us by the Apostle Paul in II Thessalonians 
2:3-I& and this description of the Apostle Paul is of special interest 
to us because it was against this powerful Antichrist that Dr. Martin, 
Luther, by God’s grace, waged a most valiant and successful fight! 

St. Paul writes (v.3) : “Let no man deceive you by any means: for 
that day shall not come, except there come a falling away first, and 
that man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition.” The first mark of 
the Antichrist is an unqualified “falling away.” Here the great Anti- 
christ stands head and shoulders above all the other antichrists. As a 
direct result of his false teachings there will be a large sca1.e ‘“falling 
away” from Christ on the part of those who follow this Antichrist 
and accept his teaching. 

The second important mark of the great Antichrist is that “he sit- 
teth in the Temple of Gocl” (v. 4), that is he has his seat in the 
Christian Church itself. There are many outside of the pale of Chris- 
t.ianity who teach anti-Christian doctrines and who lead many people 
to Hell, such as the Mohammedans, Mormans, Jehovah Witnesses, 
Christian Scientists, and many other out-spoken enemies of Christ- 
whose opposition to Christ and His Word is well-known and open- 
who even deny the doctrine of the Trinity and thus reject the true 
God, the God of the Bible. But the Great Antichrist is called in our 
text (v. 7) : “~The mystery of iniquity”-he does his evil work under 
the cover of Christ’s name and under the profession of faith in the 



Triune God. Thus the Apostle Paul describes the coming of this great 
Antichrist as being with “all deceivableness of unrighteousness” (v. 
10). This man of sin and son of perdition, therefore, “sits in the 
Temple of God;” he has his domain and does his evil work within the 
visible Christian Church acting as though he were for Christ, yea, the 
Vicar of Christ, with all outward piety and pomp. 

Thirdly, the great Antichrist acts as if he were God Himself. In 
verse 4 we read that Yze opposeth and exalteth himself above ali that 
is called God, or that is worshiped; so that he as God sitteth in the 
Temple of God, shewing himself that he is God.” In the light of other 
Scripture texts, the expression “all that is called God” refers not to 
the idols of the heathen or to the true God, but to the authorities 
whom God has ordained and established among men: those who are 
His representatives in the home, in the state, in the church, in tht! 
school, and in the place where we work. NOW the Antichrist exalts 
himself above these authorities whom God has placed over us. He 
claims temporal power for himself. He claims authority and lordship 
over all the rulers and governments of the world. And in the Temple 
of God, in the Church, he claims to be the only infallible teacher on 
all matters of faith and life, thus taking for himself the authority of 
God-as though he himself were God. 

FourthZy, the great Antichrist is not Satan, as some have supposed, 
but his “coming is after the working of Satan” (v. 9) The devil will 
support and extend the work of the Antichrist with “alZ power and 
signs and lying wonders” (v. 9). By outward miracles, signs, power, 
pomp, and grandeur, the Antichrist will deceive those who do not hold 
fast to the Word of God. 

And the last mark of the Antichrist, which we find in our text, is 
the fact that his presence will remain until the Day of Judgment: 
“Whom the Lord shall consume with the spirit of His mouth, and 
shall destroy with the brightness of His coming.” (v. 8). Not until 
Christ returns on the Last Day, will the Lord make an end of the 
great Antichrist. 

Now, who is this great Antichrist? Has he made his appearance? 
Are we able to identify him for sure? If he has made his appearance 
we are obligated to identify him just as much as the Jews were obli- 
gated to identify Jesus as the promised Messiah spoken of in the Old 
Testament Scriptures. We have just drawn from our text the various 
features by which we may be able to recognize the Antichrist and on 
the basis of which we must be warned against him. He must possess 
all of the marks of which our text speaks. In view of this fact, the 
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Antichrist cannot be a political tyrant, such as Nero, Napoleon, Hit- 
ler, or Mao. It cannot be an atheistic regime, such as Communism, 
Nazism, or Faeism. Nor can it be any o~utspoken unbeliever, scoffer, 
or agnostic who has nothing to do with the “Temple of God.” As we 
study the history of the Church, we find only one institution which 
bears all the marks of the Antichrist spoken of in our text-and that 
one institution is the Church of Rome, the Roman Papacy under the 
direction and leadership of the Pontiff. 

In the Papacy we have the greatest imaginable “falling away” from 
the pure truths of God‘s Word. For example: True Christians know 
that they are justified, declared righteous, and have their sins for- 
given only by God’s grace, for Christ’s sake, through faith, without 
their own good works or merits. But this doctrine of Justification, 
chich is so clearly taught in Scripture and which is the chief doctrine 
of Clt,iristian religeon, is officially denounced, cursed, and damned by 
the Roman Papacy. Thus the Antichrist induces Christians to for- 
sake Christ and to trust in their own good works. Besides this terrible 
false teaching which demolishes with one stroke the heart and core of 
Christianity, the Papacy, down through the years, has invented num- 
erous doctrines which are contrary to the Word of God, such as, pray- 
ing to the saints, buying the forgiveness of sins, the unb1ood.y sacri- 
fice of the Mass, withholding the cup in the Sacrament of the Altar 
from the communicants, purgatory, the immaculate conception of the 
Virgin Mary and her bodily ascension into. heaven, forbidding the 
marriage of priests and nuns, the infallibility of the pope, auricular 
confession, and many more! 

Furthermore, the Roman Papacy is found within. the Temple of 
God, within the visible Christian Church, because in the Roman 
Church the doctrine of the Trinity is taught and defended. Conse- 
quently, within the domain of the pope there are still some believers, 
such as, the bapti.zed children and those adults, who, by God’s grace, 
cling only to Jesus as their Savior in spite of the official doctrines 
destructive of the Christian faith which are taught and upheld by 
their Church. 

The pope also refuses to submit to anyone. Instead, he insists that 
he is supreme in the Church and in the world! He decl.ares that those 
only will be saved who subject themselves to his authority. He changes 
God’s Word and corrupts God’s instituti.ons at his own pl.easure and 
will. He curses those who dare to contradict his declarations concern- 
ing doctrine and life. He claims rulership over all civil authorities and 
desires all secular governments to acknowledge his supremacy and to 
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serve the Papacy with their power. 
In agreement with the marks of the Antichrist, the pope uses all 

kinds of lying signs, powers, and wonders to strengthen his rule, such 
as, the miracle working amages of Mary and of certain saints, relics, 
scapulars, charms, fear, penance, and, wherever it is possible, the 
people in more backward nations are kept in abysmal ignorance and 
superstition! 

And the Roman Papacy has continued to this day, even though it 
will never completely recover from the deadly blow of the Reforma- 
tion. These are the reasons, then, why we subscribe to the plain state- 
ments on the Antichrist in our Lutheran Confessions, where we read: 
“And the marks (all the vices) of Antichrist plainly agree with the 
Kingdom of the Pope and his adherents,” and again our Confessions 
declare : “This teaching shows forcefully that the Pope is the very 
Antichrist.” 

The revealing of the Antichrist took place through Luther’s Refor- 
mation, when, by the grace of God, Luther brought forth the ever- 
lasting Gospel out of the darkness of superstition and false teaching. 
It is now easy for any Bible Christian to recognize the Roman Papacy 
as the very Antichrist and to flee from its soul-destroying teachings 
and from the reach of its destructive influence. May we always cling 
t.o the inspired Word of Truth as the only reliable foundation for our 
faith, hope, and love-that no man, no pope, no antichrist, no devil 
may take from us the crown of everlasting salvation through Jesus 
Christ, our Lord. 

Taegliche Hausandacht, C. F. W. Walther, Translated by E. L. M, 

“The wind bloweth where it listeth, and thou hmrest 
the sound the90eof, but canst not tell whence it cometh, 
and whither it goeth: so is every one that is born of 

the Spirit.” --JOHN 3: 8. 

The new birth is a mysterious work of the Holy Ghost which we 
are unable to grasp with our minds. No man is able of himself to 
produce this work in himself. As little as we were able to contribute 
the least part toward conceiving the natural life and being physically 
born, just so little are we able to contribute anything toward our 
being spiritually born again. This does not mean, however, that we 
must idly rest our hands in our l.ap and quietly wait until the Spirit 
of the new birth comes upon us; no, the Holy Ghost indeed alone 



brings about this change but not without means, for He uses the 
means of the Word of God and the Holy Sacraments. For Christ 
says : “We must be born. again of water and of the Spirtt.” (John 
3:3ff.) Christ here indeed mentions only the Sacrament of Holy 
Baptism because, as a means of grace, it is the door, through which 
we should ent,er the kingdom of grace. But why does the water of 
Baptism have the divine power to give the souls of men the rebirth 
for. entrance into God’s kingdom? Alone for this reason that the 
water of Baptism is connected with tl:e Word of God. For, as Luther 
says: “It is not the water indeed that does them, but the word of 
God which is in and with the water, and faith, which trusts such word 
of God in the water. For without the word of God the water is simple 
water and no Baptism. But with the word of God it is a Baptism, that 
is, a gracious water of life and a washing of regeneration in the Holy 
Ghost.” 

The Word of God, namely, the teaching of the Gospel, is accord- 
ingly the real means whereby a person should be reborn by the Spirit 
of God. For this reason James says: “Of his own will begat he us with 
the word of truth, that zve should be a kind of first-fruits of his 
creatures,” James 1: X8. And St. Peter says: Ye are “born again, not 
of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the Word of God, which 
Jliveth and abideth forever.” 1 Peter 123. 

Thereby the question is answered: How does the rebirth take 
place? namely, alone by means of God’s Word. While sinful man 
hears, reads, and learns God’s Word, he at first becomes convinced 
that he is a sinner, and that on account of his natural sinful. condi- 
tion he is an enemy of God, that he has offended God, who has l.oved 
him so greatly, thousands of times and therefore has earned God’s 
anger together with His earthly and eternal punishments. When he, 
however, has been fully convinced of this, he then will indeed first 
really be terrified at himself, his soul will become fearful, and he will 
sigh : “Whither shall I flee, since I am burdened with such great sins? 
Where shall I find help? Jf all the world should come to comfort me, 
it could not take away my anxiety ! ” It was this same condition i.n 
which they found themselves who were smitten in their hearts on 
account of the repentance-sermons of the .Apostles, and who there- 
fore cried out: “Men an,d brethren, wh,at shall! we do?” Acts 2~37. 

Blessed, however, is that man who with humbled spirit, full of fear 
and trembling on account of his sins thus inquires! He hears in the 
Gospel the comforting answer: “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ,” 
the Savior of sinners, “an,d thou shalt be saved,” Acts 16:31-31. And 
if a sinner in his anxiety now holds fast to this Word, even if at first 
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in great weakness, perhaps with only a sigh: Oh, that I might only 
be able also to believe this !-then God‘s Spirit has overcome such a 
sinner; then this holy wind with its lovely blowing has come and, 
without the sinner’s even being aware of it, has caused him to be 
born again. From this moment onward a new light, a new heart, a 
new life, a new spirit is in that man. 

Let us therefore all check ourselves whether we have that faith 
which cleanses the heart, and whether we bring forth the fruits of 
the Spirit, which always follow upon faith; for thus says St. Peter: 
“But he that lacketh these things is blind, and cannot see afar off, 
and hath forgotten that he was purged from his old sins. Wherefore 
the rather, brethren, give diligence to make your calling and eLection 
sure,” 2 Pet. 1%10; for thus reads Christ’s irrevocable judgment; 
“Except a man be born of the water and of the Spirit, he cannot en- 
ter into the kingdom of God.” 

Holy Ghost, strength of the godly, 
In my poor heart enter -Thou; 
Welcome thousandfold, and wholly 
Let me be Thy temple now. 
Cleanse my heart that it may be 
A pure dwelling place for Thee, 
Purge out all what here may sunder 
Me from those sweet joys up yonder. Amen. 

B~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

. . . from our conqreqations . . ‘ 

Double Funeral at Wilmot, South Dakota 
The Lord’s mysterious dealings with His people was vividly demon- 

strated on October 12, 1968, when as the result of a fatal automobile 
accident He took unto Himself a beloved sheep and lamb from the 
flock of St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church, Wilmot, SD., namely, Mrs. 
Elmer Frerichs, and her young daughter Anita. (The accident also 
claimed the life of Mrs. Frerichs’ mother, who belonged toI an ALC 
church in Wilmot.) 

Mrs. Elmer Frerichs, nee Elnora Christensen, was born on Sept. 
1, 191.5, in Lee Township, Wilmot. As a member of St. Stephen’s from 
its beginning in 1951, she was faithful in attendance at divine services 
and at Bible class and in partaking of Lord’s Supper. She fell asleep 
in the faith in her Savior at the age of 53 years, 1 month, and 5 days. 
She leaves to mourn her departure: her husband, four sons, two 
daughters, 1 son-in-law, 2 daughters-in-law, 1 brother, 3 grandchil- 
dren, her parents-in-law, nephews and nieces, and other relatives and 



friends. 
Anita Frerichs was born on Nov. 23, 1957, in Graceville, Minne- 

sota. She l.oved her Savior and His Word dearly, attended church 
regularly, and was a faithful member of the Sunday School. She fell 
asleep i.n the faith in her Savior at the tender age of 10 years, 1.0 
months, and 19 days. 

Their Christian burial took place on October 15 with a divine serv- 
ice in which Rev. 0. W. Schaefer preached the sermon on Job 1:21. 
The mortal remains of these fellow C%ristians were laid to rest in the 
Wilmot cemetery, there to await a joyous resurrection on the Last 
Day. 23lessed are the dead which die in the Lord from henceforth. 
Yea, saith the Spirit, that they may rest from their labors, and their 
works do follow them !” Rev. 14 ~13. “He shall feed His flock like a 
shepherd; He shall gather the lambs with His arm and carry them in 
His bosom!” Is. 40: Il. 

Mission Festival at Wilmot, South Dakota 
Sunday, September 22, 1968, was a significant day for the mem- 

bers of St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church at Wilmot, S.D. It. was their 
annual Mission Festival with two special services. 

In the morning service Pastor H. David Mensing of Peace Lutheran 
Church, Ti.nley Park, Illinois, and Vice-President of our Conference, 
was the guest speaker. His very edifying message was based on Mat- 
thew 9: 35-38, under the theme: “Pray Ye The Lord Of The Harvest 
That He Will Send Forth Laborers Into His Harvest!‘, He pomted 
out that we should do this because 1) the harvest is tru1.y plenteous; 
2) the laborers are few; and 3) if we pray sincerely to the Lord for 
these things, we will also do to the best of our ability all other things 
necessary in mission work. 

After this service the ladies of the congregation served a tasty noon 
meal in the church basement. 

In the afternoon service the local pastor, Rev. 0. W. Schaefer, 
preached the sermon. Using 2 Kings 7:9 as his text, he spoke on the 
theme: “Why Must We Bear Witness Of Christ Despite Our Short- 
comings?” He answered first, because we know that our witness is 
true; and secondly, because Christ’s salvation alone meets the su- 
preme need of all mankind. 

The total offering from these two services amounted to $214.67. 
This money will be used in our Conference to help spread the precious 
Gospel of Jesus Christ which a sin-sick and war-weary world so sorely 
needs in the latter days. 

The Lord granted a pleasant day for this occasion, and those in 
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attendance, having enjoyed a day of edification and Christian fellow- 
ship, returned to their home with the solemn prayer on their lips: 

‘“Lord of Harvest, let there be 
Joy and strength to work for Thee; 

Till the nations far and near 
See Thy light and learn Thy fear!” 

Confirmati,on at Wilmot, South Dakota 
On Sunday, September 29, 1968, seven children of St. Stephen’s 

Lutheran Church, Wilmot, S.D., were confirmed. They had com- 
pleted a two-year course of instruction in the chief parts of Christian 
doctrine and were examined before the congregation on Sunday, 
September 15. 

The members of the 1968 class were: Joy Buttke, Michael Buttke, 
both of Twin Brooks, S.D., Randy Reil, Dale Reyelts, Mary Reyelts, 
Rodney Reyelts, and Joanne Schaefer, all o.f Wilmot. 

Pastor 0. W. Schaefer conducted the examinati.on, delivered the 
sermon basing his message on Hebrews 11: 2426, under the theme: 
“Children, Abide in Christ!” and performed the rite of confirmation. 
After the service the members of St. Stephen’s, together with guests 
and visitors, gathered in the church basement for a delicious dinner 
and for Christian fellowship. 

May the Lord of the Church preserve these new communicants in 
the tr,ue faith and keep them loyal to His precious Word of truth as 
l.ong as they live! 

Arm these Thy soldiers, mighty Lord, 
With shield of faith and Spirit’s Sword. 
Forth to the battle may they go 
And boldly fight against the foe! 

- O.W.S. 

A PRACTICAL EXAMIN.ATION 
before coming to the Lord’s Table 

We all admit that we are sinners, and we daily see how we show 
this in our thoughts, words and deeds. But often our sins seek to hide 
themselves from our eyes, or they wish not to be recognized as what 
they really are. Therefore the advice of Luther is a good one; he tells 
us that we should examine ourselves according to the Ten Command- 
ments to learn about our sinfulness. We should do this often, but 
particularly when we prepare ourselves for coming to the Lord’s 
Table. And we should do this, not in a mechanical manner, but 
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prayerfully and conscientiously. 

PRAYER BEFORE EXAMINATION 
Lord God, heavenly Father, enlighten my heart by Thy Holy Spirit, 

through the light of Thy Word, so that I may see my transgressions 
and sorrowfully admit them. Grant me also grace to make all possible 
amends where I have done wrong and to lead a more consistent 
Christian life to Thy glory. Hear me for Jesus’ sake. Amen. 

THE SELF-EXAMINATION 
Do I truly believe in God Father, Son, and Holy Ghost? Do I recog- 

nize Him as the only God, to whom all divine honor belongs? Do I 
fear God so that I shun sin, even such sins as men cannot see? Do I 
fear God more than I do the opinion and ridicule of men? Do I love 
God more than any earthly person or thing? Do I also love Him when 
he visits me with chastisements? Do I delight in serving Him and 
following His Word? Do I trust in Him above all things? Do I rely 
on Him and His promises in time of trouble, or am I needlessly filled 
with care an.d anxieties? Do I really trust more in God than in other 
people and in my own possessions and ability? 

Are God’s Word and His holy Sacraments dear to me, and do I 
use them as I should? Do I use the Word of God carelessly or use- 
lessly? Have I cursed by God’s name? Have I been guilty of needless 
swearing by God’s name? Have I sworn falsely or blasphemousl.y? 
Do I use corrupted forms for God’s name (gee, gosh, etc.) which are 
so popular today? Have I used horoscopes or the services of spiritual- 
istic mediums and of fortune-tellers? Have I indulged in jokes about 
God’s Word? Have I been indifferent in matters of doctrine, and have 
I acted toward those who have departed from the truth of God’s 
Word as if it were a matter of no importance to do so? Have I been 
sincere in my confession of the truth and its application to my daily 
life? Do I often approach the Throne of Grace in prayer? Do I neglect 
my morning, evening, and tab1.e prayers? Do I cultivate a grateful 
spirit, and have I thanked and praised God as I should for all His 
benefits ? 

Have I been a diligent and devout, worshiper in God’s house, or am 
I easily persuaded to absent myself from divine service? Am I a fre- 
quent and devout communicant at the Lord’s Table? Have I listened 
carefully to the sermon so that I retain it in my heart and apply it 
to my life? Do I contribute regularly and liberally to the Lord’s 
Kingdom as the Lord has prospered me? Am I an active member of 
my church and congregation? Do I seek to bring in the unchurched? 
Do I try to set right the erring and comfort the distressed? Do I use 
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God’s Word regularly in my own home? Am I a regular private Bible- 
reader? 

Have I been respectful and obedient to those whom God has placed 
over me in church, school, state and home? Have I always borne in 
mind that they are God’s representatives and as such worthy of honor 
and reverence? Have I been properly grateful to my parents and my 
other superiors for their many services? Do I show my love for my 
parents by deeds of kindness to them and by caring for them in their 
old age? Have I shown disrespect to my parents by entering upon a 
betrothal or marriage without their consent or even against their 
will? Do I remember them in my prayers as I should? Do I take the 
proper care of my dependents- bodily and spiritually? Do I properly 
instruct them in the ways of God’s commandments? Do I set them a 
good example? 

Am I envious, resentful, and easily aroused to anger? Have I sinned 
by means of violent gestures or words and thereby offended or 
harmed others? Have I done harm to others by injustice, carelessness, 
neglect, or some uncharitable act? Have I held a grudge against 
others and been unwillmg to forgive or seek reconciliation? Have I 
undermined my own health by immoderate eating and drinking or 
by immoral living? Am I kind, cheerful, humble, and meek in my re- 
lationship with others? Do I pray for those who have wronged. me? 
Do I gladly help the poor and needy? 

Do I love and honor my spouse? Have I been guilty of gross sins 
against the Sixth Commandment? Do I nourish unchaste and poison- 
ous thoughts in my mind by reading indecent books and magazines or 
by attending immoral motion pictures and shows? Have I been guilty 
of making suggestive movements or gestures or of speaking unclean 
words? Have I sought to overcome unchaste thoughts and desires by 
the use of God’s Word, prayer, temperance and work? Do I always 
shun the indecent exposure of my person, immodest dress, filthy 
singing, sexual permissiveness, the embrace (outside of marriage) + 
and suggestive gyrations of the dance? 

Have I always been fair and just in my dealings with others? Have 
I been guilty of theft by fraud or cunning? Have I taken advantage 
of others in buying and selling? Do I try my utmost to pay my debt6 
and not to overextend my income by today’s easy credit? Do I envy 
the prosperity of others? Am I saving without being stingy or selfish? 
Have I been guilty of gambling or greed? 

Have I defended others as I should? Have I prayed for them? Have 
I returned evil for good? Have I been kind to others, even at the ex- 
pense of some sacrifice on my part? Do I like to listen. to gossip, and 

94 



am I even a gossiper myself? Am I always careful to speak the truth? 
Have I been sincere and upright under all circumstances? Have I 
always realized that God hears what I say and is an Avenger of false- 
hood and slander? 

Do I always seek to overcome the covetous thoughts that arise in 
me? Do I have an inordinate desire for honor, wealth, praise, and 
recognition ? Do I sincerely seek the welfare of others and. rejoice 
when others prosper? 

Have I wasted my time and opportunities to do good? Do I seek 
to use my talents in the service of God and my fellow-men, or am I 
only intent on applying them for my own advancement and gain? 

Do I always bear in mind that I am God’s because He created, re- 
deemed, and sanctified me and that for this reason all I am and all 
that I have belong to Him and should be used in His service and ac- 
cording t.o His will and direction as set forth in His Word? 

Have I always looked to God for guidance? Do I ask Him to en- 
lighten my mind and direct my will according to His Word, and do I 
then follow such light and direction? 

Am I fully convinced that I am a sinner? Do I really believe that I 
deserve Hell? Do I sincerely believe that my salvation is through 
Jesus Christ, my Savior? Do I actually believe that He has redeemed 
me from sin, death, Satan, and Hell-not because of my own good 
work and merit but because of His grace alone? Do I want to live a 
God-pleasing life in order to earn heaven for myself or to make a good 
impression on others or because I am a Christian and want to serve 
the Lord with gladness out of love for my Savior Jesus Christ? 

PRAYER 
0 Lord God, I see my utter sinfulness and helplessness. I was con- 

ceived and born in sin and have been guilty of transgressing Thy Holy 
commandments day by day all my life. I know that because of my 
sins I deserve Thy wrath and punishment and am in no way worthy 
of Thy love and kindness. I have no excuses to offer for my trans- 
gression and will not insult Thy holiness and justice by seeking to 
belittle them or by asking Thee to pardon them because of my sorrow 
and tears. But I come to Thee in Jesus’ name and ask Thee to be 
merciful to me poor sinner; and as Thou givest me strength, I promise 
to better my life and to pass my days in increasing measure to Thy 
glory. To this end I beseech Thee also to bless my contemplated 
Communion that it may become more and more apparent that Christ 
liveth in me and I in Him, to the praise of Thine eternal love, Jesus’ 
unbounded grace, and Thy Holy Spirit’s blessed activity. Amen. 

-Revised and adapted from Communion Counsel e,nd Prayers, CPH, 1935. 
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