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of Purpose:

.&u ~lr”~ rorth in simple and plain language the pure doctrine of God’s Word
I.
as taught by the true Lutneran
Church
in full accordance with the Book of Concord of 1580, and the Brief Statement of
1932.
TO show,
on the basis of Scripture,
what true Christians
are to believe and
how, out of love for their Savior Jesus
Christ, they are to lead godly lives.
To furnish aids for Bible study and articles for Scriptural
devotion and meditation.
To demonstrate,
by our Scriptural
stand, that our Concordla Lutheran
Conference is not a sect or a false church
nouy but that the congregations
which
form it confess, teach, and practice the
Word of God in its full truth and purity
and use the Sacraments
according
to
Christ’s Institution.
A11 who cio thlS are
the true visible church on earth.
To seek out all who truly ahare our
Scriptural
position in doctrine and practice, and to urge the mutual public acknowledgment
of such God-given unity.
Thus we shall be able thereafter
to practice a God-pleasing
church fellowship
with them.
To show that we do not have among
us a mixture of divergent teachings but
that we are, by God’s grace, “perfectly
joined together in the same mind and in
the same judgment.”
To set forth pertinent historical
information which has a bearing upon the
Church and to expose modern philosophical thought and the so-called acientlfit theories which contradict
the Word
of God.
To expose particularly
the false teaching and practice
of the various sochurch
bodies by
“Lutheran”
called
comparing
their teaching
and practice
with
what is plainly
recorded in the
Word of God, in the Lutheran
Conkssions, and in the old orthodox Lutheran
writings.
To expose false teaching and practice
wherever it makes its appearance and to
keep abreast of the current happenings
in the church and among the nations as
signs of the times.
To be truthful
and factual in our reporting and freely to correct any misinformation
of which we are not aware
and which has been called to our attention. Also to clarify any information
or
statement of doctrine or practice which
may be unclear to our readers or which
may create a wrong ixnprerafon.
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This is our hearty welcome to the 1968 Convention of the Concordia Lutheran Conference, whose formal announcement you will
find on another page of this publication. Whoever you are, we hope
you’ll come.
If you are a pastor or lay delegate appointed by one of our congregations comprising the Conference, you properly should come if
that is at all possible; because our divinely ordained congregations
have, in their Christian liberty to be sure, but also solemnly and sincerely devised and established this Conference as an organization of
our local churches for the purpose of joint or cooperative endeavors.
And cooperation of course means working together on the various
objects of the Conference. Lest we forget, these are: 1) The conservation of the unity in the true faith; 2) Joint testimony and defense
against public error; ‘3) Joint effort toward the God-pleasing kind of
Lutheran union; 4) Joint extension of God’s Kingdom; 5) The adequate training of pastors and of helps to the ministry; 6) The publication and distribution of books and other literature which promote
the true faith; and 7) The endeavor, as far as feasible and right, to
bring about uniformity also in congregational externals, So there is
much work to do. Come, brother, and lend a hand!
If you are “just a member” of one of our congregations, don’t think
that you are unimportant. Read over again in your precious Bible
I Corinthians chapter 12. There you will see how very important is
each and every member of Christ’s Body, the Church (verse 12 following), and that the members should have the same care one for
another (v. 25). You too are by all means very welcome. Come, if you
can; sit in on and audit at least some of the discussions concerning
the Lord’s work which you too are doing through the Conference; and
make use of- the many other opportunities you’ll .have here for true
Christian fellowship.
And if you are not yet one of us; if you are an earnest Chris28

tian, an interested reader of our Cmcordia Lutheran; if you know
there have been many terrible .defections from true Lutheran doctrine
and practice in our time, and you would like to come and observe, to
get to know us better, our position, ,and the work of the Lord we are
striving to carry on in accordance with His Word and Luther’s doctrine pure in the face of great obstacles; then you also are indeed very
welcome! Our churches always welcome visitors to their services, and
our conference convention, being an open meeting, welcomes you.
Perhaps you’d like to be one of us.
We regret that we are not big enough, humanly and physically
speaking, to provide overnight accommodations and daily meals for
all visitors, but only for the delegates and those visitors who have
made previous arrangements with the local pastor. There are, however, many motels and restaurants in the vicinity of our church,
where you can find good accommodations in case we cannot take care
of you. Nevertheless, for the love of our dear Savior and of all He has
redeemed by His precious blood, we strive to practice Christian hospitality, and we’ll try t.o do for you all that we can.
In His precious Name,
Peace Ev. Lutheran Church
Tinley Park, Illinois 60477
H. David Mensing, Pastor

PEACE EV. LUTHERA,N

CHURCH

at

Tinley

Park, Illinois

The holy Word of God tells us:
“Jesus Christ is gone into heaven
and is on the right hand of God,
angels and authorities and powers
being made subject u&o Him.”
1 Peter 3 92. The Ascension,
which we celebrate forty days
after the Resurrection, is a festival of the triumph and majesty of
Jesus, the Son of God, our Savior,
and therefore also a festival of
great joy and gladness to us and
every Christian. For on that glorious day He sat down on the
throne of God the Father Al.mighty and, as this Word of God
tells us, assumed absolute rule
over all things, to the glory of
God the Father and for the salvation of His Church, His believing
Christians.
This is just the message we all
need for our troubled times. In
the midst of a world which today
is topsy-turvy, a world in which
our own observation and experience may often tempt us to think
with fear and trembling that not
Christ but the devil and wicked
men are supreme, what a stabilizing, comforting, and strengthening good news it brings! Jesus

Christ is gone into heaven and is
on the right hand of God, everything being subject to Him. He,
our Lord and Savior, having
atoned for our sins and for the
sins of the world, has ascended
with His glorified body to heaven,
that place beyond the confines of
this material universe where God,
upon His heavenly throne, rules
over all things and where He face
to face shows Himself and all His
glory to the holy angels and to
the souls of the departed Christians. There Jesus has gone and
has taken His place at the right
hand of the Father, the place. of
supreme honor and glory and majesty and power. And from there
He Himself now exercises absolute authority
over all things
everywhere.
All the many mighty angels,
whom He sends forth to minister
to His Christian people through
life and death, are subject to
Him. When therefore we think of
all the physical dangers which
threaten us and our loved ones
in these days of sore distress;
when ,we become fearful and
afraid of the many temptations
30

which confront and assault our tempter and seducer, the liar and
precious souls on every hand; murderer, the spirit that now
when we contemplate our last worketh in the children of disohour of strife, the day of Judg- bedience, Satan and all his angels,
ment, and the fiery destruction
all his servants among mankind,
of this present world; how gloriand all their wicked works and
ous it is to know that all the a.n- ways are subject to Jesus, who is
gels of God are subject to our at the right hand of power in
ascended Lord Jesus, who loves heaven. Therefore we need not
fear even the devil himself. For
us and gave Himself for us!
the powers of darkness can do
Authorities, too, are subject to
absolutely no thing to prevent the
Him. All the nations and governfinal salvation of God’s own.
ments of this world, with all their
Let us therefore give glory to
rulers and officers, are at the immediate disposal of our Lord our exalted Lord Jesus, in our
Jesus, the King of Kings and prayers and songs, and by walking daily in His paths of rightLord of Lords. Therefore, no matter what terrible things are hap- eousness! And let us continue to
pening to and between the na- put our unflinching, unfailing
tions and governments today, we confidence in Him, who died for
can be joyfully confident that us and rose again; who is gone
Jesus, in the exercise of His ab- into heaven and is on the right
hand of God, angels and authorisolute rule and authority, wilt
make all things, all persons and ties and powers being made subevents, serve the purpose of His ject to Him!
-H.D.M.
good and gracious will, namely,
the eternal blessing and salvation of His dear people, the elect
and chosen of God.
And powers are subject to Him.
The powers of heaven, the laws
of nature, the functioning of the
universe, the weather, sun, rain,
storms, the healing powers of our
bodies and of medicine, and the
fearfully destrue tive powers of
the explosive chemicals and of
atomic energy-all
these are in
the hands of our loving and almighty, exalted Savior. And likewise, also, the powers of darkness.
The devil and his angels, the
31

EDUCATION
for ETERNITY
+Fs+
?
During the months of May and
June many graduation esercises
take place throughout our country. There is much excitement as
seniors reach this significant milestone in their scholastic career,
Parents and friends join in wishing these young people well, and
guest speakers emphasize the
value of good educ.ation in this
complex world of ours. These are
indeed memorable days for the
graduating boy and girl.
While the educational system
of our country is one of the great
privileges of our land, deserving
our interest and support, it is
important to know that there is a
training and a wisdom greater
and more valuable than earthly
knowledge. It is religious training, spiritual wisdom, the acceptance by faith and the practice of
the truths which Jesus taught.
Job refers to this when he.says,
“The fear of the Lord, that is
wisdom!” Job 28: 28. And Solomon declared, “Wisdom is the
principal thing; therefore get wisdom!” Prov. 4 : 7. Jesus once said
concerning the man who hears
and does His sayings, “I will
liken him unto a wise man, which
buiZt his house upon a rock!”
Matt. 7: 24. All these passages

speak of the religious knowledge
and understanding gleaned from.
Holy Scriptures. Blessed is he in
whose heart the fear of the Lord
dwells!
As Solomon writes,
‘VYappy is the man that find&l!,
wisdom, and the man that getteth
understanding!” Prov. 3 : 13.
Let no. one be satisfied with
knowledge and training only for
this life, for to do so is to dwell
in spiritual darkness and continue in ignorance! God desires
that man seek to know and grow
in that wisdom which He has
provided in Christ for the salvation of souls. All other learning
can never be the source of true.
happiness for this life or for that
to come. But when divine truths
are believed and followed, this is.
education for ETERNITY!
Religious training is the chief
responsibility of parents and the
home, as the Lord Himself states,
“Bring up (your children) in the
nurture and admonition of the
Lord!” Eph. 6: 4. They are to
provide not only for their physical welfare and secular training,
but above all, for their faithful
instruction in the pure Word of
God that they may receive the
spiritual knowledge filled with
blessing for this world and with
32

after. In this vital work of religious education the Church assists with its services and instructional agencies. And how important that this be done faithfully
as it deals with the precious
minds and souls of the young!
Since secular training can never
point the way to heaven or bestow eternal life, God extends to
all mankind through His precious
Word a greater wisdom. This religious knowledge will be a strong
bulwark against the many evils
that confront the young as well as

SAYIPAIGS

the old and wil.1 assure the sincere

Christian of the crown of everlasting glory in heaven above. As
the child, the youth, and the
adult walk on the paths of righteousness, the Church, the community, and the world will be the
better fo.r it.
To that end the faithful believer prays daily:
Grant that I from Thee, with
yearning,
Wisdom always may be learning!
-0.

OF

w. s.

LUTHER

“True it is that human wisdom and the liberal arts are noble
gifts of God, good and useful for all kinds of things, wherefore
one cannot do without them in this life, But they can never thoroughly tell us what sin and righteousness are in the eyes of God,,
how we can get rid of sins, become pious and just before God, and
pass from death into life. Wisdom divine and an art supreme are
required for this; and one does not find them in the books of jurists or worldly-wise person, ‘but in the Bible alone, which is the
Holy Spirit’s Book.”
“Some are now saying: Pf my son learns enough to earn a
penny, he is learned enough. Nowadays nobody wants to rear
children for anything else than the knowledge and ability to make
a living. All that people think about is that they are free and at
liberty to rear their children precisely as they please, as if there
were no God who has given them different instructions, as if they
themselves were God and Lord over their cihldren. . . .
“So far as they are concerned, they do nothing but bring about the downfall of both the spiritual and the temporal estates
as well as the ruin of both domestic and child training. Then nothing but wild animals and hogs remain in the world, and they
are good for nothing but gorging and guzzling.”
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JUNE a traditional month for weddings
-

A Sermon by C. F, W. Walther

-

THOU SHALT GUIDE ME WITH THY COUNSEL, AND AFTERWARD
RECEIVE ME To GLORY;
Psahn 73 :2.&

In the name of the holy blessed
Trinity, God the Father, God the
Son, and God the Holy Ghost.
In Christ, the Bridegroom of
our souls, dearly beloved Bridal
Couple!
“Thou shalt guide me with thy
counsel, and afterward receive me
to glory,” thus spoke Asaph in
the 24th verse of the 73rd Psalm.
Wi.th these words this believer of
the Old Testament covenant confesses a faith which all true Christians bear in their hearts. Every
true Christian firmly believes
that his life is under t.he direct
guidance of God, his heavenly
Father; and not only in the
spiritual realm but also in the
realm of things bodily, not only
within his heart but also in the
external circumstances of his life.
When now a Christian full of
wonderment reflects how graciously God has heretofore directed
everything in his life, in order
that he was able to come to the
knowledge of His dear Son, he is
then constrained to cry out with
Asaph: Yes, Thou hast already
demonstrated to me: “Thou shalt
guide me with thy counsel, and
afterward receive me to glory.”
The Christian thinks: if God already led me even before I knew

Him, before I was His child, before I experienced His grace, yes,
before I inquired after Him; if
God already led me when I still
loved the world and sin and still
turned my back on God: how
much mo,re will not all my ..fortunes now be under, His ,.fatherly
direction after that I have learned
to know Him and have become
His child through faith in His
dear Son, after that I have renounced the world and sin and
have given myself to God as a
whole and eternal possession! If
God has so wonderfully ordered
everything, even the smallest details of my life, taking them in
His hand and directing them in
the interest of my welfare, when
I, alas, yet lived my life in this
world without God, according to
the perverted counsel and will of
my own‘ heart: how dare I then
think that God will. leave. me to
myself, when now I despair of
myself and have chosen for my
motto:
As God directs, I want to go,
,With;ou.t my own self-choosing;
Since He in love decreed it so,
I can be lacking nothing!
Certainly you, too, dear betrothed, firmly believe in God’s
fatherly guidance of your desti34

nies. Certainly, since God has so
wonderfully led you so that in
this generation of unbelief when
as yet millions still have not
found their Savior, you have
learned to know and love Him.
For that reason you must now
also not doubt that in God you
have a Father in heaven, who
never lets you out of His sight,
who leads you by His hand as
little children, who still are unable to take care of themselves,
and who directs all the circumstances of your lives for your welfare and for your salvation.
Oh, how important it is for you
that in this present hour you
have this faith, since you are taking such an important step for
time and eternity, namely, that
you want to give your hand in
the marriage vow! For your encouragement and strengthening
let me therefore briefly point out:
HOW COMFORTING,
ESPECIALLY
TO
BET.ROTHED, IS THE
LIVING FAITH IN GOD’S
FATHERLY
GUIDANCE
This faith makes them:
1. Certain that their union has
been brought about according to the counsel of their
heavenly Father Himself;
2. It fills them with the con&
dence that also their future
path of life will lead them to
no other goal than to glory.

I.

My beloved, whoever does not
have a living faith in God’s
fatherly guidance over all the circumstances of his life, his condition is ever sad; but especially
then when so great a decision has
been arrived at as the forming of
the bond of holy matrimony.
When children of this world,
who do not believe that God has
everything in His hand and invisibly directs all things, step before the altar, they think that
the marriage which they are entering into is a work of man and
takes place according to their own
choice. If the groom wins that
bride and the bride wins that
groom upon whom their heart in
their first thoughts concerning
marriage had rested; if everything
then, without hindrance, went
forward smoothly, according to
the initial wishes of their heart,
they then are indeed at first often
as though intoxicated by that
happiness which they believe
they have found. But how unsteady is this foundation upon
which they build this their happiness! How soon usually do they
begin to fear that they have been
deceived and that their torch of
joy will go out when perhaps it,
becomes hidden by a cloud of
tribulation! But still sadder is the
condition
of an unbelieving
couple when everything at first
went differently than they had
thought and hoped! In that case
they are even less able to believe
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that just that and nothing else an active part in their marriage;
has been sent them which God then they do not think that their
out of fatherly love has destined ,choice was for that reason a misfor them. Tortured by a restless take. They then are all the more
longing,
they consider their certain that they have a Father
in heaven, who cared for them
choice to have been a mistake,
made alone out of necessity, and when as yet they did not know
angrily they look upon those what was best for them; that they
have a heavenly Guardian, who
people of whom they believe that
just this destiny had been deter- took them in hand when He saw
mined for them and their happi- their helplessness and need of
ness hindered. In that case, fear counsel; that they have a faithreplaces hope, complaining re- ful, invisible Friend, who, being
places gratitude, weeping replaces full of love for them, placed them
laughing, and a thousand doubts on that path when they were contemplating a journey whose end
replace fleeting comfort.
On the other hand, how en- not they but their best Friend in
tirely different they stand at the heaven alone could see.
Oh, therefore, call often upon
altar who believe in God’s guidance and who in this faith refuse God with tears of joy in this man;
to permit anything else to mis- ner: How kind and friendly Thou
art, 0 God! Thou speakest in
lead them! If nothing interfered
with their initial wishes, if they Thy Word that Thou dost lead
the afflicted on right paths and
immediately without hindrance
found what they sought, oh, how Thy saints in a wonderful manjoyful they then are! Full of joy- ner: these promises Thou hast
ful fervor, they then praise God’s also fulfilled in , my case! Thou
fatherly love, to whom they solely hast wonderfully taken me by the
hand! Like an unweaned child
attribute the fact that nothing
was able to deprive them of the Thou hast led me by the supporting cords of Thy -wisdom and
possession which this fatherly
love long before this already has love! How wonderfully hast Thou
decreed for them. But if they driven me; sometimes forwards,
were directed along paths con- sometimes backwards, sometimes
cerning which they had not the carrying me, sometimes raismg
least idea how it would turn out, me up; so that I uow stand here
if everything went entirely differ- as an example of Thy most wonent than they themselves had derful guidance of grace! Blessed
art Thou, blessed from eternity. to
supposed; they then do not think
eternity. Hallelujah!
that an evil fate has ruled them;
Thus, therefore, also refresh
they then do not angrily look
upon the people who had taken yourselves, dear betrothed, with

evening glow of their joy. With
fearfulness they have to look into
the future. They do not know
whether after just a few months
they already are going to wake
up out of their happiness as from
a dream. But now if even already
on the day of marriage their heart
is filled with discontent, they
then fear that their marriage will
be a prison, that their marriage
will be a pathway filled with
sighs.
But how altogether differently,
on the other hand, those can look
into the future who firmly believe
that their dear heavenly Father
has led them according to His
counsel and has joined them together! They indeed do not have
the assurance that they will experience nothing of a bitter nature. For that very reason they
II.
much rather in friendliness exFaith in God’s fatherly guid- tend the hand to each other in
ance is, namely, also for that rea- the marriage vow because they
son so comforting because He, want to bear the burdens of life
secondly, fills them with the con- together and ease it for one
fidence that also their future path another. They have the firm conof life will lead to no other goal fidence that the Lord will indeed
than to glory.
chasten them but with a fatherly
If an engaged coup1.e cannot rod. The Lord will lead them into
the fire of tribulation; not, howby faith declare: ‘“Lord hitherto
Thou hast led us according to ever, to destroy them but to reThy counsel,” then they cannot fine and purify them. The Lord
add.: “and afterward receive us will permit them to weep many
to glory.” Even though on the tears, but in order to change the
day of their marriage the redden- water of tears, as at Cana, into
ing sky glows upon them in a sweet wine of joy. Wedlock and
friendliness, they nevertheless do woe will also espouse themselves
not know whether it is the morn- with you> but your woe will be a
ing glow of their happiness or the blessed one: all things will work

this comfort that the heavenly
Father has also led you, and that
therefore your coming together
was not brought about by the
will of man but according to the
counsel of this your heavenly
Father Himself. If hitherto you
had to experience how wonderful
the Lord is in I-Iis guidance, oh,
then exult over the fact also
presently when you consider how
blessedly He has carried it all out
for you. With joyful hearts glory
in- the fact that not you have
chosen each other, but that the
Lord Himself has given you to
each other. Therefore, as with
one mouth cry out with Asaph:
Lord, “Thou shalt guide me with
thy counsel”; but then in joyful
hope also add: “And afterward
receive me to glory.”
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together for your good, all things
will lead you to God, everything
will prepare you for entrance into
heavenly glory.
In nothing did God ever fail
In His blest providence;
And what He does and lets
prevail,
Ends well in consequence.

SAYMGS

Theef ore, dearest betrothed,
do not wait until the end of your
married life to voice your gratitude for your marriage which has
been established by God; give
God the honor and praise Him
already beforehand in these
words: Our lot is a delightful one,
we have received a lovely heritage!
Transl., E. L. M.

OF LUTHER

“Now a pious spouse is as necessary as a sound hand or leg
For if husband or wife do not turn out well, you enjoy few good
days or hours and would prefer to have a paralyzed hand or leg
instead. Therefore you need not consider or hold praying for ct
pious spouse a matter for laughter or mockery; for if married
life is to turn out well, it must be begun with God. Be not ashamed, therefore, to call upon God. However, if you undertake
this matter of your own accord, without prayer, and it turns out
badly, then do not blame God, as Adam and Eve did in Paradise
after the Fall. Rather blame yourself. Why did you not ask God
for a good and pious spouse?”
“Young folks are brought up in such a way that a girl is ashamed to ask God for a boy, and a boy is ashamed to ask God
for a girl, They imagine that asking God for this is a very foolish thing and that they must plunge into this matter of their own
accord.
“This is why marriage so rarely turns out well. Should not a
girl in all seriousness be taught to step before God and say with
all confidence: Behold, dear God, I have now come to those years
in my life when I would like to become married. Be Thou my Father and let me be Thy child. Give me a pious boy, and graciously help me enter the married estate; or, if it please Thee, give
me the spirit to remain chaste.
“In this way a boy, too, ought to pray for a girl and should
not begin everything of his own accord but pray God to begin it
and lay the first stone. Such young people are real children of
God. They begin nothing, no matter how trivial it may be, without first paying their respects to God in the matter,”
38

Our departed
sister in Christ, Mrs.
Helen A. Bloedel nee Brei, was born on
April 2 I, 192 I, in Lewiston ,Minnesota.
In
early infancy she w,as received into the
the
covenant
of God’s gra ,ce through
‘Sacrament of Holmy Ba,ptism. After due instruction
in tlhe chief parts of
Christian’. doctrine,
she was confirmed
in the true Lutheran faith in Zion
Evanaelical Lutheran Church, Mission. South Da,kota. on the 16th Slav of
‘June, IY35, In which talth she remained steadtast, by the grace ot God,
until the Lord gra,ciously received her unto Himself.
After she was graduated
from Dr. Martin Luther College, New Urn,
‘Minnesota,
she taught in Christian Day Schools at Gibbon and Courtland,
“Minnesota, an d at Bloomington,
Illinois over a period of 7 years. On June
18, 1949, she was united in marriage with the Rev. Paul R. Bloedel of
Hamlet, Indiana, and this matrimonial
union was blessed with four children,
‘*two boys and two girls.
Mrs. Bloedel and her husb:and lived in Igbo, South Dakota, Wilmot,
South Dakota, and Empire, Oregon.
In I959 the moved to Seattle, Washington, where her husband was called as pastor of .St. Luke’s Lutheran
‘Church, and made their hbme at 3947 South Graham Street.
Mrs. Bloedel fell asleep in Jesus on April 29, 1968, at 8:02 A. M. at
the age of 47 years #and 8 days. She is survived by her husband, Paul;
two sons: Stephen and Daniel, and two daughters : Sherilyn and Jeanne.
She is also survived by her mother and father, Mr. and Mrs. WiIlia:m Brei
of New Ulm, Minnes,ota; 2 brothers: Prof. Raymond Brei and Mr. Willia’m
‘Brei Jr. of New Ulm, and 3 sisters: Mrs. Louis Patterson of New Ulm, Mrs.
‘Donald Ohland of Gibbon,
Minnesota, and Mrs. Clifford
Lehman of Fairmont, Minnesota.
The funeral service was held in the Rainier View Community
Building
which has been rented by St. Luke’s congregation
for divine services for
many years. ,Pastor M. L. Natterer ‘of Lebanon
Oregon, seminary class39

mate of Pastor Bloedel, conducted
the service and delivered a very comforting and instructive sermon on John 10:27,28. Hymns sung by the congregation were 427 and 436 in church and 200 at the graveside.
The pallbearers were: Mr. Martin Luedtke, Mr. Paul Luedtke, Mr. Dale Ellis, Mr.
Walter Fischer, Mr. Alvin Greiner, and Mr. Ted D. Fischer.
The mortal remains of this beloved wife, mother, and shepherdess was
laid to rest in Mt. Olivet cemetery near Seattle, there to await a joyous
resurrection
on the Last Day.
“Blessed

are the dead

which

die in the

Lord

from

henceforth.”

Our beloved brother in Christ, Ted E. Fischer, was born in Chokio, Mina
nesota on August 3 I, t 905. In early infancy he was brought to the Lord Jesus in Holy Baptism and later confirmed in the true Christian faith. On September 9, 1929, he was joined in Holy Wedlock with Margaret
nee Rothe
and this marriage was blessed with three children.
Mr. Fischer fell asleep in Jesus on April 17, 1948. The funeral service
was hetd on April 22nd at the Campbell-Watkins
Funeral1 Home in Coos’
the service and delivered
a
Bay, Oregon. Pastor A. J. Cordes donducted
comforting
message based on Ephesians 2:8-IO. Hymns at the service were
587, 599, and 373, and at the graveside the congregation
sang hymn 597.
Pallbearers were: August Luft, John Dirksen, Rueben Kvalheim,, Jack Bates
[honorary), Doug Pennington, Gary Emerson, and Henry Smith.
Mr. Ted E. Fischer, by the grace of God, was a strong pillar in St. Paul’s
Lutheran Church, Coos Bay, Oregon. He did much to hold the congregation
together during extended periods of time when there was no pastor to serve
them. He was also active in the Concordia
Lutheran Conference-attending
our conventions frequently
and serving on various committees.
Mr. Fischer is survived by his wife, Margaret, 2 sons: Ted D. Fischer of
Coos Bay and Gerald Fischer of Portland, Oregon;
I daughter:
Mrs. Phil.
Vincent of Bend, Oregon, and 7 grandchildren.
He is also survived by his
mother: Mrs. Emil Fischer of Villard, Minnesota:
6 brothers and 6 sisters.
Two brothers, Mr. Walter Fischer of Albany, Oregon, and Mr. Henry Fischer
of Eugene, Oregon, are members of St. John’s Lutheran Church in Lebanon,
Oregon.
Mr. Fischer’s mortal remains was laid to rest in Sunset Memorial
Park
Cemetery!, CIoos Bay, there to await a joyous resurrection on the Last Day.
“Precious

in the sight of the Lord is the death
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of His saints.”

“And the word which ye hear is not mine, but the Father’s
which sent Me. These things have I spoken unto you, being yet
present with you. But the Comforter,
which is the Holy Ghost,
whom the Father will send in My name, He shall teach you all
things, and bring all things to your remembrance,
whatsoever
I
have said unto you.”
-John
14:24-26.

Since only those belong to
the Christian Church who love
Christ and keep His Word, it is
therefore made up of a group of
people which God alone knows.
For only the Lord, the Searcher
of hearts, knows them that are
His. No person, however, can
look into the heart of another.
No person can see the love of
Christ which dwells in the soul
of another. No person can detect the motives behind the actions .of another, which alone
can determine whether a person
truly or only seemingly keeps
Christ’s Word. In brief, to us
the Church must also be an invisible flock, even though it consists of visible people, since no
person can distinguish
those
who love Christ from those who
do not love Him.
It would accordingly
then
seem to be impossible to know
and to distinguish which is the
Church of Christ and where it
can be found. l3ut it only seems
so. It is indeed true that the
Church is invisible, that it is a

kingdom which extends itself
unseen over the entire earth,
consisting only of the true followers of Christ. There is, however, a distinguishing
mark by
which, with unmistakable certainty, it nevertheless can be determined where it is to be found.
The Lord Himself gives us this
characteristic mark in our text.
For upon His approaching departure to the Father, the Lord
comforts His disciples thereby
that when He no longer will
visi,bly walk and talk with them,
He promises them that the Holy
Ghost will then in His stead
teach them all things and recall
to their minds all the words that
He had spoken to them. What
does Jesus accordingly thereby
indicate as being that which
shall never be taken from them,
and which they shall never lack?
What does He thereby designate
as being that which throughout
shall be inseparably joined to
His Church, and which thereby
shall, at the same time, serve as
the sure characteristic
mark
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whereby it can be recognized?
It is His IVord, His Gospel.
It cannot be otherwise. For
since the Church is the commu
nion of all those who truly believe and love Christ, and since
nothing is able to make them into such who believe and love
Christ except the Word of His
Gospel, therefore the Church of
the true believers is nowhere
else to be found except where
this Word is to be found. As
one is able to search for the visible growth of the wheat blade
only there where the earthly
wheat kernel has been sown, so
also must a person seek the field
of sprouting
invisible
wheat
blades of true Christians, namely the Church of the New Covenant, only there where the heavenly seed of the Word is sown.
It is indeed true that the
earthly seed which is sown in
hope in the bosom of the earth
often completely dies out, so
that a person cannot with unmistaklable certainty
conclude
that wherever good earthly seed
has been sown, there one must
necessarily also find good fruit.
But, just in this respect the spiritual seed of the Word of God
differs from the earthly. Concerning the spiritual seed we
read: “My word.. . . that goeth
forth out of My mouth.. . shall
not return unto Me void, but it
shall amomplish that which I
please, ,and it shall prosper in
the thing whereunto I sent it,”

ISAIAH 55: 11.

The Word of God, accordingly, will never be preach in vain,
but wherever God permits His
Word to be preached, there some
will most certainly be converted.
Wherever God gives His means
of grace, the Word and holy Sacraments, there pardoned Christians assuredly are to be found.
Wherever people are who have
been called by means of God’s
Word, there assuredly are a
number who have been chosen
to eternal salvation. Wherever
the light of the Gospel shines,
there the Lord assuredly has a
flock which belongs to Him. In
brief, wherever there is a v&Me
congregation, in which the Word
of God is preached in its truth
and purity, there assuredly is
also an invisibLe Church of true
believers, which lies hidden in
the visible congregation, as the
heavenly kernel in the earthly
shell.
Everything else which is still
claimed to be a characteristic
m.ark of the Church, whether it
be the external holiness and the
great works of its members,
whether it be the long duration
of its existence, whether it be
the derivation of its beginning
in the uninterrupted succession
of the Apostles themselves, or
whatever it may be claimed to
be-all this can deceive; but the
distinguishing mark of the preaching of the pure Word is infallible. Wherever this is to be
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and strife,
Be strong within me burning
That we be faithful unto death,
In Thy pure love and holy faith,
From Thee true wisdom learning.
Thy grace; And peace
On us shower; By Thy power
Christ confessing,
Let us #win our Savior’s blessing.
Amen.
(The Luthelran Hymnal, 235: 6)

found, there today yet is the
workshop of the Holy Ghost.
There we still hear that “rushing mighty wind,” ACTS 2:2, in
which the Holy Ghost descends
from ahove, who as at that first
Christian festival of Pentecost
.is powerful through the preaching. of the .Word of: Christ, and
.who thereby calls, gathers, enJ,ightens, and sanctifies a holy
Christian Church and ‘keeps it
.with Jesus. Christ in the one
true faith.

Taegliche Hausandacht
(Daily Family Devotions)
C. F. W. Walther (Crull)
-Translated
by E. L. M.

0 mighty Rock, 0 Source of life,
&et Thy dear Woyd, mid doubt
- ,---

----

___....-

HOLY

GHOST, WITH

LIGHT

DIVINE

Holy Ghost, with light divine’ Shine upon this heart of mine;
Chase the shades of night away, Turn the da@mess into day.
Let me see my Savior’s face, Let me all His beauties trace;
Show those glorious truths to me Which are only known -to
Thee.
Holy Ghost, with pow? divine Cleanse this guilty heart of
mine;
In Thy mercy pity me, From, sin? bondage set me free,
Holy Ghost, with joy divine Cheer this saddened heart of
mine;
Yield a sacred, settled peace, Let it grow and still, increase.
Holy Spirit, a&l divine, Dwell within this heart of mine;
Ctist down ivery idol throne, Reign supreme,, and reign alone.
Shed Thy life through

See, to Thee I yield my heart,

every

,part;

A pure temple I wou’ld be,

Wholly de,dicate to Thee.
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Amen.

In these days of vast advancement in all fields of human knowledge and endeavor, public worship of the true God has been relegated to the background or forsaken altogether-even
by those
who in their youth ha.d a Christian upbringing. With an endeavor
to revitalize our thinking on the basis of Scripture and review
what is set forth in God’s Word regarding public worship we will
present to our readers a series of articles relating to this subject.
These articles will be condensed from a fine disertation entitled
“Public Worship in the Lutheran Church,” by August Graebner
which was published in the Theological Qzliacrterly of 1897.
May the Lord of the Church cause our readers to study these
articles thoroughly for the glory of the Lord and for their own
and their fellow Christian’s spiritual growth and practical application in their lives as Christians

The .Nature

of Public

Worship

Religion is the relationship between God and man in which
God confers upon man His spiritual blessings and man accepts
and enjoys those blessings and in his turn devotes himself to the
perpetual service of his God. This relationship was ordained and
established when God created man in His image, as St Paul writes
in I Cor. 8: 6: “There is but one God, the Father, of whom are all
thkgs and we in Him.” G.od ,was the cause of man and of all. the
perfections and blessings with which he was endowed, and at the
same time God is the end and aim of man. Man was created a religious being, designated for union and communion with God.
But the fall of man, which resulted in a total corruption of
his nature, also resulted in a termination and utter perversion of
his relationship with God as it was in the beginning. Natural man
after the fall is “without God in the world.” His iniquities have
not only “separated between him and his God,” IS. 59:2, but “the
carnal mind is enmity against God,” ROM. 8:7, the very opposite
of religion, and what passed under the pretense of religion, the

.rites and ceremonies of pagan worship, was in fact “changing the
truth of God into a lie, worshiping and serving the creature rather
than the Creator,” ROM. 1:25.
And yet, God loved the world, JOHN 3: 16, and love in God is
His longing for union and communion with the objects of His holy
desire. Though a woman may forget her sucking child, IS. 49: 15,
God did not forget fallen mankind. He gave His only begotten Son,
JOHN 3: 16, and God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto
Himself, II COR. 5: 19. This is still more explicitly stated when St.
Paul says that God “made pe.ace through the blood of Christ’s
COL. 1:20. Man
cross, by Him to reconcile all things to Hknself,
had been estranged from God; man was now reconciled to God by
the redemption in Christ Jesus. And now in Him, in His name,
man may again appear before his God with acceptable sacrifices.
The Gospel )by which sinners are turned to God from idols to serve
the living and true God,” I THESS. 1:9, is the Gospel through
which the benefits of Christ are appropriated to the individual
sinner. God would bless us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly
places in Christ only, according as He has chosen us in Him,
having predestinated us unto the adoption of children by Jesus
Christ to ELmself, according to the good pleasure of His will, to
the praise of the glory of His grace, wherein He hath made us accepted in the Beloved, in whom we have redemption through His
blood. ( EPH. 1: 3-7.) “It is from eternity decreed of the Father
that whom He would save, He would save through Christ,as He
Himself says, ‘No man cometh to the Father, but by Me,’ and
again, ‘I am the door; by Me if any man enter in, he shall be sfavedY
(Formula of Concord, Sol. Decl. X1,66.) Thus also we are an holy
priesthood, “to offer up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God by
Jesus Christ,” I PET. 2: 5., and all our worship with praise and
thanksgiving is vain, unless it is offered up ‘%n the name of OUT
Lord Jesus Christ,” (EPH. 5: 20 ; COL. 3: 17.) Religion, or communion with God, land the exercise of religion, true worship of God,
is possible only in union with Christ, and through Christ, by whom
we are children of God.
Into this relationship with God, man, who is by nature a child
of wrath ( EPH 2: 3)) can enter only by regeneration (JOHN 3:3,5),
which is iessentially, the Ibestowal of faith. By faith in Christ Jesus we are the children of God (GAL. 3: 26), and by the washing
if regeneration (TITUS 3: 5) we have put on Christ, having been
baptized into Christ (GAL. 3: 27)) and are now “alive to God
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through Jesus Christ, our Lord,” (ROM. 6: 11). Every Christian
may and should appropriate to himself the words of St. Paul,
“God, whose I am, and who I serve,” (ACTS 27~23).
These two
things, to be God’s and to serve God, must always go together.
Religion, being a relationship between God, who is life, and regenerate man, walking in newness of life, must be active, and mutually active, God graciously giving and man willingly receiving ;
man willingly oRering and God graciously accepting to offerings
of IIis children.
The children of God considered collectively are the Church.
All Christians are said to be “of the household of faith” (GAL. 6:
lo), and “of the household of God” (EPH. 2: 19)) one great family
of the one God and Father of all (EPH. 4: 6). They are united in
one spiritual organism, the body of Christ (EPH. 4: 16)) who is
the one and only head of His body (EPH. I: 22)) and in all of them
“worketh that one and selfsame Spirit, the Spirit of holiness, of
prayer, by whom they cry, Abba, Father,” I COR. 12: 11; ROM. 8 95.
Wthile “unto every one of them is given grace according to the gift
of Christ” (EPH. 4:7), the various gifts are also intended for “the
work of the ministry, the edifying of the body of Christ” (EPH. 4:
and admonition, and
12-16; I COR. 12: 4-7)) for mutual instruction
for common sacrifices of praise and thanksgiving, COL. 3: 15,16.
Every congregation of Christians is a religious community; and
as religion is not a dormant relation, ibut alive and active, the
communion of religion demands or implies common exercise of religion, or pubEric worship, worship not of the individual only in
his heart or in his closet, but of the household of God, the congregation of the children of God, jointly and in common meeting their
God, receiving of Him blessings of His bounty, and offering up to
Him their sacrifices. Public worship is a manifestation of the life
and vigor of the Church, the body of Christ, and, likewise, by divine ordinance, an institution intended for and condusive to the
perpetuation and extensive and intensive increase of the Church
and its members. Whlatever is inconsistent with the true nature of
the Church, or not conducive to its prosperity, or foreign to the
spiritual priesthood of its members, is out of keeping with the nature of public worship.
to be continued
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COME, OH, COME, THOU QUICKENING

SPIRIT

Come, oh come, Thou quickening Spirit,
God from all eternity!
May Thy power never fail us;
D>well wlithin us constantly.
Then shall truth and life and light
Banish all the gloom of night.
Grant our hearts in fullest measure
Wisdom, counsel, purity,
That they ever may be seeking
Only that which pleaseth Thee.
Let Thy knowledge spread and grow,
Working error’s overthrow.
With our spirit bear Thou witness
That we are the sons of God
Who rely upon Him solely
When we pass beneath the rod;
For we know, as children should,
That the cross is for our good.
If our soul can find no comfort,
If despondency grows strong,
And the heart cries out in anguish:
“0 my God, how long, how long?”
Comfort then our aching breast,
Grant it courage, patience, rest.
Holy Spirit, strong and mighty,
Thou who makest all things neiw,
Make Thy work within us perfect
And the evil Foe subdue.
Grant us weapons for the strife
And with victory crown our life.
And #when life’s frail, thread is breaking,
Then assure us more and more,
As the heirs of life unending,
Of the glory there in store,
Glory never yet expressed,
Glory of the saints at rest.
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