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of Purpose:

I~
set lorth
in simple and plain lan,-uage the pure doctrine of God’s Wora
as taught by the true Lutheran
Church
in full accordance with the Book 01 Concord of 1Fi80, and tEle Brief Statement of
1932.

TO ahow, on the basis of Scripture,
what true Christians
are to believe and
now, out of love for their Savior Jesus
Christ, they are to lead godly lives.
To furnish aids for Bible study and articles for Scriptural
devotion and meditation.
by our Scriptural
To demonstrate,
stand, tnat our Concordia Lutheran
Conference is not a sect or a false church
oouy but that the congregations
which
form it confess, teach, and practice the
Word of God in its full truth and purity
and use the Sacraments
according
to
Christ’s institution.
AI1 who cl0 tnis are
the true visible church on earth.
To seek out all who truly share out
Scriptural
position in doctrine and practice, and to urge the mutual public acknowledgment
of such God-given unity.
Thus we shall be able thereafter to praetice a God-pleasing
church fellowship
with them.
To show that we do not have among
us a mixture of divergent teachings but
that we are, by God’s grace, “perfectly
joined together in the same mind and in
the same judgment.”
To set forth pertinent historical information which has a bearing upon the
Church and to expose modern phifosophical thought and the so-called scientific theories which contradict
the Word
of God.
To expose particularly
the false teaching and practice of the various so“Lutheran”
church
bodies by
called
comparing
their teaching
and practice
with what is plainly
recorded in the
Word of God, in the Lutheran
Confessions, and in the old orthodox Lutheran
writings.
To expose false teaching and practice
wherever it makes its appearance and to
keep abreast of the current happenings
in the church and among the nations as
signs of the times.
To be truthful
and factual in our reporting and freely to correct any misinformation
of which we are not aware
and which has been called to our attention. Also to clarify any information
or
statement of doctrine or practice which
may be unclear to our readers or which
may create a wrong impreasfon.

A PLEA

TO ALL

OUR

FORMER

and TO ALL
(Regarding

WHO

Church

BRETHREN
LOVE

THE

TRUTH

and Ministry)

In the following pages of this issue, our Conference
presents the results of its intensive study, over the past
years, of the doctrine of the Church and Ministry, under
the caption : This Scriptural Position We Still Hold.
We were urged to make this study especia.lly because the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod and the
Church of the Lutheran Confession have each, as recently as 1962, by means of theses on the doctrine of the
Church and Ministry publicly and officially adopted a position which is a clear departure from the Scripture doctrine professed by our orthodox fatherAs in the Book of
Concord; individually
by Luther, Walther, Hoenecke,
Koren, and F. Pieper; and by the Synodical Conference
of former days, which included. the Missouri Synod, the
Wisconsin Synod, the Norwegian Synod, and the Slovak
Synod. The Evangelical Lutheran Synod (Norwegian Synod), by its continued fellowship with the WELS also appears to have accepted the new doctrinal position of that
church body.
We were compelled to separate from the Missouri
Synod as early as 1951 in obedience to God’s Word (Romans 16 :17 ; Titue 3 :lO) because of its progressive deterioration in doctrine and practice, in which it persisted
in spite of much patient admonition (compare, CLC Constitution). We were all hopeful that after the above-mentioned bodies (WELS, ELS, CC&C) had later on also separated from the heterodox ,Missouri Synod, we might in
a God-pleasing manner reunite with these our former brethren of the once orthodox Synodical Conference. How3

ever, by their official theses, the Wisconsin Synod and
the Church
. of the Lutheran Confession have erected a
serious doctrinal barrier which is serving effectively to
keep us separated. This we sincerely deplore!
It is our earnest hope and prayer that these our dear
former brethren may yet reconsider their newly-conceived
position on the doctrine of the Church and Ministry and
return to the true foundation of God’s Word. To that end
we offer our theses, which are the result of our prayerful
study in the Scriptures and of our trust in the Lord’s promise: “If ye continue in My Word, then are ye My disciples indeed; and ye shall know the truth, and the truth
shall make you free.” (John 8:31-32.)
May all who in these last evil days wish to remain
loyal to the full truth of God’s saving Word accept and
confess with us the true doctrine of the Church and Ministry as it has come down to us from the Holy Scriptures
through our orthodox fathers, and as it is here presented
in these theses. May all our former brethren who have departed from it return to it again. And may we of the Concordia Lutheran Conference, with renewed steadfastness,
humbly continue in it. By the grace of God, This Scriptural

Position

We Still

Hold.

Please note that the representatives of the Concordia

Lutheran Conference will be happy to meet with representatives of the church bodies comprised of our former
brethren who desire to discuss with us these theses in the
interest of true Lutheran unity.
-E.

L. Mehlberg, President

This Scriptural Position We Still Hold
Theses ON the Doctrine of the Church and Ministry
for special consideration at this time toward a
God-pleasing union among conservative Luthemns.
PREFACE: In Scripture,

the word “church” (EKKLEESIA) is used
in two diRerent basic religious senses. On the one hand,
it is used to designate the one congregation of believers, the invisible Churc’h, the Communion of Saints. On the other hand, the
word “church” is used also to designate local congregations.
1. In Scripture, the word “Church,” in referring to the Communion of Saints, is used to denote all and only those people
who, having been called by the eficacious means of grace, truly
believe the Gospel, that is, God’s gracious message that, by grace,
for the sake of Christ’s vicarious atonement, they have, through
faith in that Gospel, the forgiveness of sins, everlasting life and
salvation. (JOHN 3 A6 ; ACTS 2: 44-47 ; 5 :I4 ; 13 :48 ; 16: 31.) (COWSp,are also: 2 TIM. 2: 19 ; GAL. 3: 26; 1 PET. 2: 9 ; EPH. 2 99-22 ; 1 TIM.
3 :15 ; 1 COR.3: 9 ; 2 COR.6: 16 ; 1 COR.6 :19 ; EPH. 1:22-23; JOHN 11:
52 ; MATT. 16: 18; and note the various terms by whi& the Church
in this sense is designated.)
2.

Because the Church (Communion of Saints) consists of all
and only true believers, it is invisible to the eyes of men but
not SO to the sight of God. (LUKE 17: 20-21; 2 TIM. 2: 19; I KINGS
19: S-18.) NOZ’E: The expression “visible side of’ the invisible
chlrch” is simply an absurdity because the terms are contradictory. The Gospel and the Sacraments aa.recalled the 3narks of the
Church” inasmuch as the Church is never found where these means
are not in use; yet these means are not a “part of the Church,”
but only the means by which the Church is created, is preserved;
and does the work committed to it.
(Is. 55: IOff.; ROM. IO: 17 ;
MARK 16: 15-16.)
3. In Scripture, the word “church” is used also to denote local
churches in their real or proper sense, as God sees them, and
also in an improper sense, as men see them. According to Scripture, local churches, in the proper sense of the term (as God sees
them), consist only of the true believers there who are regularly
5

and consistently gathered together in one locality, for executing
publicly, in its various functions, the Office of the Keys ; and, when
hypocrites manifest themselves as suc;h in this congregation of believers, Christ distinctly commands that they should be put out of
the congregation since they are not really members .of the Church.
(1 COR. 1: 2 ; 5 :6-13 ; MATT. 18: 15-U ; REV. 2: 9,14-16,18-23 ; 3: 9.)
Local churches (in the sight of God) and the
NOTE, therefore:
invisible Church (the Holy Christian Church, the Communion of
Saints) are not two different kinds of churches but are one, the
local churc;hes or congregations (in the proper sense) being a part
of the whole. It is for this reason that Scripture designates them
Churches-not because of the Christians in them, but because they
are the Christians.
4. Scripture also uses the word “church” to designate local eongregations as men see them (improper sense), that is, consisting of true believers and possibly hypocrites; even as it uses
synonymous expressions such as “the kingdom of God,” “the Icingdom of heaven,” mete.,to designate the whole body of professing
Christians (so-called visible church), among whom are believers
and hypocrites. (MATT. 18: 17 ; ACTS 20: 28 ; MATT. 13: 47-50 ; 22: 2,
11,13-14; 25: 1-2; REV. l-3.) In this sense of the term, Scripture
designates local congregations as churches because of the Christians in them.
5. According to Scripture, it is God’s will and ordinance that
Christians should establish and maintain local churches, because without them the following Christian obligations cannot
be performed:
a)

The regular hearing and learning of God’s Word as it
is proclaimed by the divinely called ministers who are
to feed the flock over which God has placed them. (ACTS 20:
28; TITUS 1:5; EPH. 4:10-12; IPET. 5:2-3; ACTS 2:42-47; 14:
23.)
b) The regular celebration of Holy Communion under the
loving and careful watchfulness of the divinely called
shepherd. (I COR. 11: 23-29 ; 10: 17 ; ACTS 20 :28.)
c) The continuous exercise of the duties of Christian fellowship and love. (1 COR. 11: 33; 1 :I0 ; COL. 3: 15-16; 1
COR. 9:7-14; GAL. 6:6-7; HEB. 10:23-25; EPH. 4:3-6; ACTS 6:
l-6.)

The careful, evangelical exercise of church discipline as
commanded by the Lord in Matthew 18: 15-17.
(Cowpare:
1 COR. 5:13; 2 COR, 2: 6-8,10.)
d)

Therefore the “church” in the local sense is, Scripturally,
not any chance gathering of Christians, nor a gathering
of Christians at diRerent places (e.g., synodical conventions
and similar groups representing congregations), nor a mere
gathering of Christians without the specific and consistent
public function of the Keys, but it is the local Christian congregation, the only divinely ordained external fellowship.

NOTE:

Note also that the “two or three” in Matthew

18:20 do
not comprise the whole congregation in Matthew l&17. While
only two or three believers might comprise a local Christian
congregation if they are regularly and consistently gathered
together for the public administration
of the Keys, that is
not the reference here in verse 20; for the Savior tells the
two or three individuals to “tell it UNTO the church,.”
hTote u&o that it is not usually practical for only two or

three to “organize themselves” as a separate congregation
and call their own pastor, since, among other considerations,
they are usually not able to fulfill the normal duties of a congregation.
( Compare : Luther’s advice, Pastoral Theology,
J. II. C. Fritz, p. 41, CPH, 1945 ; p. 36, 1932 Edition.)
6. The word “church” (except in the purely secular sense of a
nonreligious assembly, (ACTS 19: 32,41) is not used in Scripture to designate anything else than the invisible company of all
believers (Communion of Saints) and the local congregations (in
the proper and improper sense). NOTE, therefore: ~11 other uses
of the word “ehureh” are of purely human origin and usage, such
as the designation of a church-building, a religious denomination,
a synod, a conference, a non-Christian cult, etc., by the word
.
“c’hurch.” A synod is, therefore, not a super-church (i.e., supreme
over the congregations) or a church at all in Scriptural usage, but
rather a ‘humanly devised organization of churches (local congregations), estabhshed not by God’s ordinance but by the churches
themselves acting in thei.r Christian liberty for the purpose of
joint or cooperative endeavors. (Compare the Constitution of the
Concordia Lutheran Conference, Article III.) RTOTE: Acts 15 does
not speak of any organized or permanent church-body, as though
7

it described the “first

synod,” “first

conference,” etc.

7. According to Scripture, the Church consists always and only
of people, that is, human beings. (Compare: 1 COR. 3 :9; 6:19 ;
2 COR. 6: 16; and all passages on the Doctrine of the Church.)
Since, therefore, the Church cannot exist apart from people, it is
contrary to the very concept of the Church in Scripture to speak
of the Church as a mere confession written down on paper. “The
Euiangelical Lutheran Church” is not the Lutheran Confessions
comprising the Booi? of Concord of 1580. It is the people who truly
adhere to these confessions.
The pustoraE oflice of the local congregation is the only divinely ordained office in the Church. When the Holy Spirit
has made the minister an overseer of all the flock, He has made
him overseer also of the work of any of the officers whom the congregation may elect, of the v;arious societies in the congregation,
and of their ofIicers, of the Sunday School, Christian Day-school,
Bible Classes, and their teachers, as well as assistant pastors.
All other offices in the Church, besides that of pastor, are auxili(ACTS 20: 28;
ary, or offices of help, to the Office of the Ministry.
HEB. 13: 17; 1 THESS. 5 :12-13; ACTS 6: l-6.) Especially in view of
this high responsibility, pastors are cautioned in Scripture not to
lord it over God’s heritage (1 PET. 5: 3 ; 4: 10 ; ACTS 6: l-6). There
is no difference between pastors and laymen in rank, but in office
(MATT. 23: 8-10 ; 1 TIM. 3: 1).
8.

Since it is a clear teaching of Holy Scripture
that the Holy Spirit operates in the hearts of
men only and alone through the means of grace (the Word and
Sacraments), we hold that, when it is said, “It is the Holy Spirit
who through the gift of their common faith leads the believers
to establish the adequa.te and wholesome forms which fit every
circumstance, situation, and need”; such statement indicates a
trend away from this clear doctrine of Holy Scripture toward
the unscriptural position of “Enthusiasts”
(namely, religious teachers who claim that their Christian spirit does not need the
Word of God, who construct doctrine from their own thoughts,
and then explain Scripture accordingly. -See, Christian DogmaThe Holy Spirit works through
tics, vol. I, p. 147, F. Pieper).
the Word, not through the common faith of believers. (IS. 8 :20 ;
JER. 23 :16 ; JOHN 6: 63 ; 8: 31-32 ; 14: 26 ; ROM. 10: 17 ; 2 COR. IO: 5.)
9.

An tit,hesis :

8

(See the article, “The Church and Ministry,”
theran, April 8, 1962, page 104.)

Northwestern

Lu.-

10. The Scriptural position we have here set forth was held also
by our Lutheran fathers, to wit:
Luther remarks with reference to Titus
1:5, “Every one who believes th,at the
Spirit of Christ here speaks and decrees through Paul must surely realize that it is a divine institution and ordinance that in every
city there should be many bishops or at least one.”
(St. Louis
Edition, XIX, 1093.)
“The ofice of preaching to Gospel is the
highest of all, for it is the true apostolic ofice which lays the
found.ation for all other ofices, which should all be built on it,
such as the offices of the teachers, the prophets, the administrators, those who have the gifts of tongues and healing, as St. Paul
enumerates them, 1 Cor. 12: Sf.”
(St. Louis Edition, X, 1592.)
LUTHER, (1483 - 1546) :

‘*Likewise Christ gives supreme and final jurisdiction to the Churc;h, when He
says: ‘Tell it unto the Church.“’
(Sma.ZcaZdArticles, Triglotta,
p,age 511.)
“In our Confession and the Apology
we have in general recounted what we have had to say concerning ecclesiastical power. For the Gospel assigns to those who
preside over churtihes the command to teach the Gospel, to remit
sins, to administer the Sacraments, and besides jurisdiction, namely, the command to excommunicate those whose crimes are known,
and again to absolve those who repent.
“And by the confession of all, even of
the adversaries, it is clear that this power by divine right is common to all who preside over churcihes, whether they are called
pastors, or elders, or bishops. And accordingly Jerome openly teaches in the apostolic letters that all who preside over churches are
both bishops and elders, and cites from Titus 1,5f.: ‘For this cause
left I thee in Crete, that thou shouldest ordain elders in every
(Triglotta, page 521.)
city.”
“For the ministry is the highest office
in the church. . . . in our churches all the sermons are occupied
with such topics as these: of repentance; of the fear of God; of
faith in Christ, of the righteousness of faith, of the consolation
BOOK OF CONCORD,1580:

9

of consciences ;by faith . . . .‘I

(Triglotta,

page 327.)

PROCEEDINGSOFTHE SYNODICAL CONFERENCE,1873:

“I. The public ministry
is not a human, but a divine arrangement (1 Cor. 12 :28-30) and
indeed, an ordering for the edification of the body of Christ or
the Church for all time until the Last D,ay (Eph. 4: 11-13) ; it is
therefore God’s will tha.t every Christian make use of this public
ministry (1 Cor. 16: 15-16 ; 1 Thess. 5: 12-13)’ as indeed the Third
Wommandment enjoins.” (Page 20.)
To Thesis I: “The word
‘ministry’ (Predigtamt) is here taken in the narrower sense and
thus as synonymous with ‘pastoral office’ (Pf,aaramt) .” (Page 24.)
DR. C. F. W. WALTHER, (1811- 1877 ; first President of t,he Mis-

souri Synod and of the Synodical Conference) : “The ministry
of preaching
is conferred by God
through the congregation, as holder of all church power, or of the
keys, and by its call, as prescribed by God.”
(Walther and the
Church, p~age74.)
“All the rights which an Evangelical Lutheran local congregation possesses are included in the keys of the
kingdom of heaven, which the Lord has originally and immediately
given to His entire C:hurch, and in such manner that they belong
to each congregation, the smallest as well as the largest, in like
measure, Malt. 18: 17-20 (‘Tell it unto the church . . . . Whatsoever ye shall loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven’) ; Matt. 16:
19 ; John 20 :22,23.” “Nor does the local church derive its authority and rights from the Church at large. It is not dependent on-any
super-church, any larger church-body, any other congregation.
The congregation of .God of every place and every time is a sovereign body.”
( Wulther and the Church, page 90.)
DR. A. L. GRAEBNER, (1849 - 1904 ; Professor, Wisconsin Synod and

Missouri Synod) : “The ministerial office is
conferred upon its in c u m b en t s by God, by the Holy Spirit, by
Christ, the Head and Archbishop of His Church, through the congregations, which, by the call extended through them, delegate or
transfer upon the men thus called the public exercise of those
functions of the priesthood of all believers which, by virtue of
such call, the ministers of Christ and of the Church perform in
the name of the congregation and of Christ, who mediately called

them through the congregation.”
Graebner, page 213.)

(Doctrinal

Theology, Dr. A. L.

DR. ADOLF H~ENECKE, (1835 - 1908; Professor, Wisconsin Synod) :

“The congregation as church has from God
originally and in itself the right and the duty to oall. Therefore
the mediate calling through the congregation is in the fullest sense
a divine calling. The final basis of this is that God has given the
church the power of the keys and the mandate to call. In the
prime sense both of these lie, self-evidently, only with the Church
in the strict sense, for only believers are the royal priesthood and
possess all gifts, while unbelievers have nothing, neither gifts nor
rights. .However, as a specific visible congregation, which includes
the ungodly who are not yet revealed and excluded, is yet and is
rightly n,a.med a church, so the exercise of the power, which is
given only to the believers, belongs to it. This Matthew 18’17 teaches. Here the power of the keys is given to the specific visible
congregation, for when ‘Tell it to the church’ is enjoined, I am
not directed to the invisible Church.”
(Ev.-Luth. Dogmatik, Dr.
Adolf Hcenecke, Vol. IV, page 186.)
Norwegian
Synod) :
“And thus it is still
wherever there are souls that have received ‘the same precious
faith’ ‘which was once delivered unto the saints.’ They must and
they will join together and precisely about the word and sacraments. How do they do this ? By establishing the office of the
word in their midst and calling a minister of the word.
“But could they not dispense with
that? If the Christians are a people of ‘kings and priests’ and
have the spiritual priesthood, why should it then be necessary to
establish the preaching off-ice and call pastors? Is it not, at least,
a matter of liberty w;hich they can arrange for themselves as they
please*! No, it is not a human ordinance. God wants it to be so.”
(Passages cited: 1 COR. 12 :27ff. ; ACTS 20: 28 ; EPH. 4: llff. ; MATT.
9 :38.) (Taken from: Fiaith Of Our Fathers, Evangelical Lutheran Synod Centennial Volume.)
DR. ULRIK VILHELM

KOREN, (1826 - 1910 ; President,

DR. I?. PIEPER, (1852 - 1931; Professor,

1YIissouri Synod) : “We
maintain that the formation of Christian congregations, and membership in them is not a human but ,a divine

m,andate. On the other hand, the union of congregations into larger church bodies, such as conferences, synods, etc., has not been
ordained by God. The command ‘Tell it unto the church,’ according to the context pertains to the local church, or congregation,
and it must be restricted to the local church.”
( Christian Dogm‘a.tics, F. Pieper, Vol. III, page 421.)
BRIEF STATEMENT, 1932:

“By the public ministry we mean the
ofice by which the Word of God is
preached and the Sacraments are administered bg order and in
the name of a Christian congregation. Concerning this office we
teach that it is a divine ordinance; that is, the Christi,ans of a
certain locality must .apply the means of grace not only privately
and within the circle of their families nor merely in tiheir cornmon intercourse with fellow-Christians, John 5: 39 ; Eph. 6: 4 ; ($01.
3:16, but they are also required, by the divine order, to m,ake
provision that the W.ord of God be publicly preached in their
midst, and the Sacraments administered according to the institution of Christ, by persons qu,alified for such work, whose qualifications and official functions are exactly defined in Scripture, Titus 1,5 ; Acts 14,23 ; 20,2& ; 2 Tim. 2,2;”
(Paragraph 31; see also
par. 27, Local Churches.)
CQNCO’RDIA LUTHERAN
CONFERE’NCE
(Ratified

by the member congregations)
- 1968 -

LTJTHER ON THE CHURCH
"IN

ORDERTHAT this article

[of the holy Christian Church]
might be understo0.d more clearly, the reader must be reminded
that Scripture speaks of the
church in a twofold way. On the
on.e hand, it calls ‘chtirch’ All
those who publicly confess’ the
same doctrine and use the same
sacraments, with whom, however, there are mixed many hypocrites ,and wicked persons, as
Christ teaches Matt. 12:.llff ;

13: 24ff ;. 20: 16 ; 22: 11-14 ; Mark
16: 16. . . Nevertheless in this
promiscuous assembly there are
always some elect, that is, such
as accept the Word in true faith.
and receive the Holy Spirit; for
the ministry of the Word is .never wanting in fruit. This true
part Scripture also calls ‘ehurcl?
and to it the designation, ‘holy’
properly belongs.”
(Exposition

of the Prophet Joel,

chap. 3, vv. 17ff. [1545], VI, 2398f. ; SL VI, 1628f..)

by M.H. OTTO
From the L u fh
I eTan Sentinel! (Norw. Synod), Vol. 27, p. 308, 1944.
The public ministry is, in brief, the administration
of the
means of Grace by a pastor in the name of a local congregatidn.
It shall be our task, however, to speak only of the caEZthat makes
this administration
possible. Article XIV of the Augsburg Confession states that “no one should publicly teach in the Church,
or administer the Sacraments, unless he be regularly called.”
Such a call is necessary for two reasons. -First,
the pastor,
&s (God’s ambassador, needs to be appointed as such by God. Says
the Word, “No man taketh tihis honor unto himself, but he that
is called of God.” Secondly, the pastor as the minister of the
congregation needs to be appointed as such by the congregation.
Since he is to administer the means of Grace, not in his own name,
but, in the name of the congregation, whiclh possesses all spiritual
rights and privileges and which he as a Christian also possesses,
he can do so only under the congregation’s authorization; he can
act in the name of his fellow- believers only when th,ey elect and
appoint him as their representative.
Therefore, until he has a call, a candidate for the ministry has
no more rights, authority, power, or privileges than any other believer. Furthermore, when again without a call a pastor is no
longer a pastor, but only a member of the spiritual priesthood of
‘believers in the same degree he was before he had a call. It is
like a man who has held !a high public office. After he has served
his term of office, he agai.n becomes an ordina.ry citizen with no
inore authority than his fellow-men. Thus, though he may still be
‘a candid,ate for the ministry, a ‘man ceases to be a, pastor as soon
as he is without a call. The cnZLmakes the ministry, not a man’s
education, or his having been ordained.
And how does this call come to one who is qualified to receive
it? The Lord called the prophets, like Moses, and the apostles
directly. He today calls men indi~~ectZy, through the local congregation as His instrument. Saul and Barn,abas in Acts 13 were
elected by the congregation in Antioch to serve as missionaries
13

in Asia Minor. The Holy Ghost, however, was the One who moved
the Christians there to elect just these particular men. This call
through a congregation is no less divine than a direct one. The
elders (pastors) at Ephesus, who were chosen by the believers
there, were reminded, “Take heed unto yourselves, and to all the
flock, over the which the Holy Ghost hath made you overseers.”
Therefore, it is the Lord who c.alls the minister also today; no
one can take that prerogative unto himself to go about soliciting
one, or force himself upon a congregation without a call from it.
One can only place himself as a candidate for the ministry; and,
since Scripture forbids women to speak in public in the Church,
this can apply only to men.
When the Lord instituted the apostolic office He also institu.
ted the ministry. The office of apostle and of the ministry today
preach the same Gospel with the same power; they have the same
work with the same authority. Says the apostle, irrespective of
who the elder or am#bassador for Christ might be, “Remember
them which have the rule over you, who have spoken unto you
the word of God; whose faith follow, considering the end of their
eonversation.”
The right to call is vested in the local congregation.
The
Christians the royal priesthood, not an “order” or body, or an
individual within or above the Church are the possessors of all
spiritual powers. “All things are yours,” says the Lord. “Ye are
a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar
people.” The right to appoint men for the public administration
of these powers, therefore, adheres in the believers, and only in
the true believers. These same believers, not some higher powers,
are also held to test these teachers of the divine Word, that is, to
accept or reject them as teachers. Also .in the aposOolic Church,
it was the local congregation that elected and called th.e elders
and other oficers. Accordingly we read that even the Apostle
Matthias was not elected to his exalted office by the eleven. apostles
only, but by the entire gathering of assembled believers, of whom
iabout a hundred and twenty were present. Judas called Barsabas
and Matthias were the candidates; Matthias was elected.
In the same way, Titus did not appoint the elders in Crete
independently of the congregation there. He only ordained them;
the Greek word used there means “to set in order afterwards.”
Hence our Confessions declare, “The right to call includes the right
14

to ordain,” and then refer to the custom in the Church from the
beginning-“ Formerly the peopEeelected pastors and bishops. Then
came a bishop either of th.at church or of a neighboring one who
confirmed the one elected by the laying on of hands; and ordination was nothing else than such a ratification.”
(S.A. 525, 69f.)
not the ordination. We thoroughly agree with the sainted Dr. Walther that “The ordination of
those called, with the laying on of h,ands, is not of divine institution, but is an apostolic Church ordinance and merely a public,
solemn confirmation of the ca11.” It is but natural that such a public confirmation of the call should be made in the presence of the
group of believers which extended that call. For it is not the ordination, but the call and its acceptance that makes the minister.
There is no room for an ordination without a specific call to a
specific place. What makes a man a minister, then, is the divine
call which has been extended to him by’those who have the right
to do so and which is accepted by one who has the right to accept su& a call.
The call makes ‘the ministry,

Next to the Word itself, the ministry is the greatest blessing
the Lord has given His Church on earth. It makes for decency and
order in the Church and for a complete, proper, and wholesome
administration of the Means of Grace. However, this would not
be the case, had not the Lord first given us another blessing,
namely, that of redeeming us and all men from the fearful bondage of sin. That redemption has provided each one of us with
access to our Father in Christ (Remans 5,lff.) ; that redemption
has made every believer’ a king and priest. From that glorious
distinction follow all our rights and privileges, including the right
of the local congregation of believers to call ministers. We can
rest assured that the work of the ministry is not only God-pleasing, but also- and especially God-ordained. “Unto Him that loved
us, and washed us from our sins in His own blood, And bath
made us kings and priests unto God and His Father; to Him be
glory and dominion for ever and ever. Amen.”

PONTIUS PILATE gave order

that it should be done as the
Jews required. After the verdict had been pronounced, Jesus
was turned over to the Roman
soldiers for the prompt execution of the judge’s order. While
preparations were being made
for the crucifixion, Jesus was
mocked and tormented by the
soldiers. These men undoubtedly
had heard that the Savior claimed to be a King. Now, therefore,
they cruelly mock and deride
His kingly office: platting a
crown of thorns and pressing it
into His head, putting an old
scarlet cloak on Him as a mockery of His royalty, and a reed
in His right hand for a scepter.
In mock worship they bowed before Him and cried out in derision: “Hail, King of the Jews!”
And to show their utter contempt for the Savior, they spit
upon Him and took the reed and
struck Him on His thorn-crowned head.
WHEN THE PROCESSIONto the
hill of crucifixion was about to
begin, the scarlet cloak was removed from the Savior and His
own clothes were replaced upon
His bruised and bleeding body.
A centurion evidently rode at
the head of the procession followed by a herald whose duty it
was to proclaim the reason for
the execution. Then came the

three who were condemned to
die, each carrying his own cross.
These, then, were followed by
the entire multitude. Apparently many people also lined the
narrow streets a.s the procession slowly wended its way to
the city gates and from there
proceeding to a barren knoll of
a hill, known in the Hebrew language as GoZgothu and in Greek
as @a/vary.
THUS WE BEHOLD our suffer-

ing S.avior whose strength must
have been nearly exhausted;
who had been in the torturing
hands of His enemies all night
without sleep ; cruelly buffeted
and mocked, spitefully entreated, scourged, and crowned witli
thorns ; carrying the heavy timber of the cross upon which
He would pour out His life’s
blood for the sins of the world.
The rude soldiers were evidently hurrying Him on and the
blood thirsty mob followed at
His heels.
THE BIBLE mentions only two
incidents which occurred along
the sorrowful way of the cross.
Luke tells us that there was a
group of women who cried and
lamented over the Savior as He
was on His way to Calvary. Jesus, however, turned to them
and said: “Daughters of JerusnZe,m, weep n,ot for

Me, but

weep fey yourselves, and for
your children.” Their tears of

sympathy were of no value to
Him because what they really
needed was to shed bitter tears
of repentance in view of the destruction of Jerusalem which
was soon to come, and in view
of the final judgment on the
Last Day. Another incident is
spoken of Matthew in which the
Savior’s cross was placed on the
sho.ulders of Simon of Cyrene
who was compelled by the soldiers to carry it behind Jesus.
This, of course, was not out of
sympathy for the Savior but
simply a means to hasten the
procession to the place of execution. It was about nine o’clock’
when the procession arrived at
its destination.
'JESUS REFUSEDthe sour wine

which was offered to Him as a
sedative to stupify the senses
and to deaden the feeling of
pain. It was His divine will to
endure with full consciousness
all the pains which His supreme
sacrifice for the sins of all mankind demanded. After Jesus and
the two malefactors were nailed
to their crosses the soldiers amused themselves by gambling
for the Savior’s clothing. They,
then, settled down to their duty
of watching those whom they
had crucified and, at the command of Pilate, nailed a sign on
the middle cross, written in Latip, Greek, and Hebrew: “This

is Jesals, the King of the Jews.”

The severe pains of crucifixion
must have been most unbearable
and torturous: an extreme and
painful straining of muscles and
sinews, a gradual wrenching apart of ligaments and joints, a
fever and infection caused by
the open wounds, a terri;k>le un,quenchable thirst, and. the misery caused ‘by flies and other insects.
THIS WAS THE TERMINATION

of the way of sorrows for our
Savior, and every true believing
Christian must confess: “I, even
I, have my part in bringing
such awful wkery upon the etermzl Son of God BY MY SINS."
Ah! I also and ‘my slin W,rought
Thy deep affliction;
This indeed the cause hath been
Of Thy crucifixion!

-P. IL B.

“Can I serve with a good conscience as a Christian?” “Can I,
by faith a member of Christ, my Savior, the Prince of Peace, be
a member of the armed forces of my country -and kill ---when
God commands “Thou shalt not Icill!” ? These are serious, forthright questions which require a serious, forthright ans,wer. Thank
God! We do not need to speculate about them on the basis of our
human reason or wisdom, for the Lord Himself gives us the answer in His Word.
The same God who has commanded to every individual human being: “Thou shalt not kill,” has specifically given to civil
,government the use of the sword (that is, the right and power to
behead or to take ihuman life by other means when this becomes
necessary) “for the punishment of evildoers and for the praise if
them that do well.” (ROMANS 13: l-7 ; I PETER 2: 13-14) Thus
God Himself gives to governments the right of capital punishment and the right to wage just wars. In the same Scriptures
the Lord also requires us to be subject to the government under
which we live and to submit to the ordinances of our civil rulers
because they are sent by Him. The only exception to this Divine
rule is a situation in which the human authoriti,es require us to
depart from God’s Word and thus to sin against Him. Then, and
then only, “we ought to obey God rather than men.” (ACTS 5:29)
Therefore also, should it ever become necessary in a given case
for a Christian to be a “conscientious objector,” he should be
certain that his conscience is truly bound in the Word of God
.and not based merely, in error, upon his own reason, feeling, or
emotion. These doctrines of Holy Scripture we Lutherans confess
with our fathers of old in the Augsburg Confession, Article X,VI,
Of Civil Affairs.
All this, moreover, agrees with the words of the Lord’s Apostle, ROMANS 12: 18, “IF IT BE POSSIBLE, as much as Zieth in you,
live peaceably with all men.” These very words imply tihat it is
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not always possible for Christians to live in- ,peace with their fellow men. And such ,an instance is certainly a just war, a war of
defense against another government which openly decla.res its aggressive intention to conquer, yes, even to conquer the whole
world.
In personal matters, on the other hand, where our own individual honor, property, or other advantage is at stake, we Chris,tians can find it possible to do very much in the interest of peace.
We can yield our personal advantage if need be, as the Savior
directs us, saying: “If any man will sue thee at the law, and take
away thy coat, let him have thy cloak also.” (MATTHEW 5:40) A
Christian may never seek personal vengeance against evildoers but
must rather seek to overcome and win them with good. (ROMAN
12: 19-21) If a redress of grievances is necessary, a Christian
may ialso rightly appeal to his citizenship, seeking justice through
his Divinely ordained government. (ACTS 22: 25-30)
But justice is not always obtainable in this world. Even in
our own beloved government, “liberty and justice for all” is but
the ideal for which we stand and toward which we strive. And
so, falling to have his cause justified at times, the Christian will,
above all, follow the example of the ‘Lord Jesus, who, as He suffered vicariously to atone for our sins, also gave us His example:
“When He sufleyed, He threatened not; but COMMITTED HIMSELF
TO HIM THAT NDGETH RIGHTEOUSLY," namely, His heavenly Father. (I PETER 2: 21-25)

So then, as a soldier, the Christian will perform his duties
faithfully, taking up th.e sword against the enemy out of duty
toward his government and the Lord who ordained it, and yet
with a heart void of personal hatred and vengeance. This is a.
very difficult assignment, but it is possible in the Lord.
IN HIS PRECIOUSNAME, all your brethren at home greet you

an send you their love! We pray that, if it
soon return to your home and congregation
especia.lly that, as a soldier of Jesus Christ,
fight the good fight of fait.h and obtain the
He gives us by His grace!

is His will, you may
safe and sound, but
you may continue to
crown of glory which
-H.

***

D. M.

On his second missionary journey, the Apostle Paul made
plans to go to the northern part of Asia Minor, but the Holy
Spirit intervened and made him take another route, ACTS 16:6.
God hsd His reasons for this, even as today He often changes
the hopes and plans of His people. On their journey through life
Christians often come to blocked roads and must proceed another
way, more slowly and more carefully, for reasons lbest known to
God. These may well be called “divine detours.”
When Paul was not allowed to travel the route which he had
planned, God had other opportunities of service in mind in an
area where no one yet had preached the Gospel. He opened doors
for him and blessed his ministry in this new territory in rich
measure.
Christians often experience that they cannot go in a planned
direction. God in His wisdom gives them a different route to take
and reminds them, lest they become discouraged, “My grace is
su$Gcient for thee.I” 2 COR. X&9. God is able to see farther down
the road of life and knows what physical and spiritual blessings
await those who follow His pathway.
By nature man looks for shortcuts and tries to avoid sacrifice and hardship. He prefers the easy way to reach his goal. But
then God steps in and makes him detour so that He may learn
more of Divine gr.ace and become a better child of God, not bent
on selfish ambitions and sinful pursuits, but consecrated and dedicated to the Lord. How often plans fail and dreams collapse!
Thereby God sets man on a different route through this vale of
tears so that he does not lose his soul’s salvation. This happens,
then, for his spiritual benefit.
It is important to remember that God does not block the
door to His h&art or the way to Calvary. He loves all mankind,
and .His cihastening yields the peaceable fruit of righteousness.
There is forgiveness with Him. He does not want anyone to perish, but desires that all be saved and come to the knowledge of
the Truth. 0 then away with all complaint when plans change and
God alters our course here on earth! Blessed is he who can say
in true faith:
“In spite of ills that threaten may, I’ll walk with
Jesus all the allay!”
-0.
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Taeyliche Hausandacht, C. F. W. Walther, Translated by E. L. M.
“IF YE CONTINUE IN MY WORD,
THEN ARE YE MY DISCIPLES INDEED." -John

Here in A.merica, as is known,
every one has complete freedom
of conscience, religion, and worship. Never is governmental power used to force upon a congregation a minister whom it dbes
not want, as so often happens
in other lands. The state does
not give any church the preference over another, and it does
not hinder any church’s existence and expansion. Here all
citizens individually as well as
every communion in general can
live absolutely in peace according to their own religious convictions.
But now instead of using this
freedom for the purpose of remaining alone wit;h the Holy
Scriptures and making it the
sole norm and authority for
what is believed and taught and
for the kind of worship which
is established, this glorious freedom is being used mostly for
the purpose of fearlessly departing from God’s Word, in order
to found ever new sects and
more and more to separate and
split the Church of Christ. No
.one will humbly bring his reason and heart into subjection to
the Word of God. Every one follows his own thinking and seeks
21
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to gain a following for his particular teaching. This accounts
for the fact that almost countless fact-ions *here stand in opposition to each other. When a
newcomer arrives in our land,
he therefore hears from all sides
the urgent cry:
Come to us!
Here is Christ! Here you find
the right way to heaven! Here
is the right church?
If, therefore, there is any
country in the world where it
is of the greatest importance to
know whereby a person really
can recognize the right church
of Christ, then it certainly is
this our fatherland.
Moreover, as though this were
not enough that there are so
many sects and factions here,
who want to be the true or at
least the best church, because
there are so many, each one is
also always trying to outdo the
other. The one by means of external show; the other by means
of community endeavors such as
temperance unions and Sunday
Schools; a third by means of
great and many drives for the
extension of the kingdom of God
through missions,
Bible and
tract societies;
a fourth by
means of ceaseless fellowship

and devotional exercises, as well
as by means of almost daily
prayer and so-called extended
meetings and the like.
Woe to him, therefore, who in
this land does not have the right
test for recognizing
a true
church! He will soon be blinded
by the deceptive appearance of
a sect, become its victim, and if
he once did have the true faith,
he will lose his simple trust in
Christ and be plunged into ‘error, an impure zeal, enthusiasm,
and spiritual pride.
Only one thing can rescue
a Christian in this our land and
preserve him from being drawn
into this great, rending stream
of enthusiasm and sectarianism
and from being lhelplessly swept
away by it, and that is that he
a.pply this one test, whether the
Word of God is preached in its
full purity and the S:acraments
are administered without corruption according to Christ’s institution. Whoever is not guided
alone by this is lost, he is bound
to be misled ; for Holy Writ itself tells us that the false churches often have a much more
glorious show of godly zeal than
the true church. We read that
the Israelites were always more
zealous when they set up idolatry and a false worship, than
when the true worship was carried on by the.m under the leadership of faithful servants of

God. When, for example, Aaron
was asked Do make the golden
calf for the people, they were all
ready to sacrifice their golden
jewelry for this idol worship.
And later on they joyfully presented themselves before the idol
to worship it. But when Moses
insisted on the worship of the
one true God alone, then they
all became sluggish and unwilling.. And thus it has been in all
ages, Every person already by
nature is inclined to false devotion, He has no ability to perform works of true worship. He
is much rather filled with hatred against and disgust for it,
which grace alone can remove
and change into pleasurable desire and love.
If therefore a person is searching for the true church, he
must look alone for one which
continues in C h r i s t ’ s Word,
builds alone on the foundation
of the Apostles and Prophets,
where Jesus Christ is the Cornerstone, and where it adds nothing to nor takes anything away from God’s Word. On the
other hand, whoever is searching for the true church must
not permit himself to be blinded
by the attractive appearance of
false-teac.hing
churches ; nor
must he take offense at the
frailties
of the true-teaching
church.
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OFFICIAL

CONVENTION

ANNOUNCEMENT

The Eighteenth Annual Convention of the Concordia
Lutheran Conference will be held, God willing, on June
Mth, 15th, and 16th (Friday, Saturday, and Sunday), at
Peace Ev. Lutheran
Church, Tinley, Park, Illinois, beginning with a Divine Service on June 14th at 9 :30 A. M.
Our congregations of the Conference are earnestly
requested to see that their pastoral and lay delegates are
in. attendance and that credentials have been sent .both to
the Secretary and the President. They are also requested.
thoroughly to study, before convention time, the Prospectus to be sent to each congregation by the Conference Secretary.
The families of our pastoral and lay delegates are
also specially invited. Requests for accomodations should
be sent in early to the local pastor, the R.ev. H. David
Mensing, at the address of the church: Central Avenue at
171st Place, Tinley Park, Illinois.
May our Savior, the Head of His Church, attend this
meeting with His, gracious blessings, guiding us all in accordance with His Word, so that His Name be hallowed,
His Kingdom come, and His will be done! May He also
grant, according to His will, safety from harm and dan.ger during the necessary travel!
The above information and good. wishes are exten&rl. also to the Pastoral Conference,
which meets on June
12th (Wednesday), beginning at 9 :30 A. M., and to the
Board of Directors
which meets the day before the convention, June 13th (Thursday), beginning at 9 :30 A. M.
-EL L. Mehlberg, President
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