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To set forth in simple and plain language the pure doctrine of God’s Word
as taught by the true Lutheran
Church
in full accordance with the Book of Concord of 1580, and the D&f Statement of
1.932.
TO show, on the basis of Scripture,
what true Christians
are to believe and
how, out of love for their Savior Jesus
Christ, they are to lead godly lives.
To furnish aids for Bible study and articles for Scriptural
devotion and meditation.
by our Scriptural
To demonstrate,
stand, that our Concordia Lutheran Conference is not a sect or a false church
body but that the congregations
which
form it confess, teach, and practice the
‘Word of God in its full truth and purity
and use the Sacraments
according
to
Christ’s institution.
All who do this are
the true visible church on earth.
To seek out all who truly share our
Scriptural
position in doctrine and practice, and to urge the mutual public acknowledgment
of such God-given unity.
Thus we shall be able thereafter to practice a God-pleasing
church fellowship
with them.
To show that we do not have among
us a mixture of divergent teachings but
that we are, by God’s grace, “perfectly
joined together in the same mind and in
the same judgment.”
To set forth pertinent historical information which has a bearing upon the
Church and to expose modern philosophical thought and the so-called scientific theories which contradict
the Word
of God.
To expose particularly
the false teaching and practice of the varioue so“Lutheran”
church
bodies by
called
comparing
their teaching
and practice
with what is plainly
recorded in the
Word of God, in the Lutheran
Co&essions, and in the old orthodox Lutheran
writings.
To expose false teaching and practice
wherever it makes its appearance and to
keep abreast of the current happenings
in the church and among the nations as
signs of the times.
To be truthful
and factual in our reporting and freely to correct any mieinformation
of which we are not aware
and which has been called to our attention. Also to clarify any information
or
statement of doctrine or practice which
may be unclear to our readers or which
may create a wrong imprereion.
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in our hearts forever and that we
may continue to walk in th,e old
paths, for then are we His disciples indeed! Jer. 6:16. John
8:32.
Deplorable spiritual conditions
prevailed in the New Testament
Church soon after the Lord ascended into heaven. False prophets troubled the Christians, and
many succumbed to their wiles.
Soon the Gospel and the Sacraments were no longer pure in
their midst. As time went on, the
Bible was buried under a heap of
human rules, traditions of men,
and decrees of councils. The doctrine of forgiveness in Christ was
supplanted by a variety of human
methods for gaining acceptance
with .God. Indeed, religious darkness had settled over the Church.
Then, as Luther writes, ‘When
the frantic liars made a shambles
of all Scripture, God brought me
into action, without my planning

The last day of October, 1967,
marked a significant milestone
as we observed the 450th anniversary of the Reformation and
the restoration of the truths of
Scripture to their proper place.
For this monumental work God
selected a humble, pious man
named Martin Luther and equipped him with the necessary qualifications to carry it out. Under
God, Luther’s activity produced
priceless liberties and precious
spiritual treasures which we still
enjoy but which more than ever
are being endangered by liberal
elements and uniomstic tendencies. Let us praise God for all His
benefits to us through the work
of the Reformer, but let us also
pray that His truth may remain
II

or knowing it, with the result
that I directed people to the right
faith!” Yes, God trained this man
to be His instrument in restoring
the precious Gospel to the world.
What divine guidance as Luther
was led to accept in childlike
faith the cardinal truth of this
passage: ‘Therefore we conclude
that a man is justied by f&h,
without the deeds of the Law!”

Rom. 3: 28. This message he
preached boldly, and on the basis
of it he drew up his 95 Theses
which uncovered the religious
errors of his day and called all
people to repentance and faith.
Concerning the truth of the Bible
he said, “It is God’s gift. Handle
it carefully, prayerfully, and with
fear and trembling! ”
If we prize the great bl.essings
of the Reformation, we will seek

to uphold, defend, and perpetuate them so that our faith may
remain pure and our teaching
sound. We deplore the fact that
many Christian churches are divided on doctrine and that even
such as bear the name LUTHERAN do not hold to all the
teachings of Scripture as Luther
defended them. Let us gratefully
bless our God for having preserved His Word among us in its
truth and purity! May we be
faithful hearers and doers of that
Word, sharing it with others and
thus glorifying our Lord and
honoring the memory of Luther!
To that end we pray:

“For by grace are ye saved
through faith; and tha,t not of
yowrsetves: it is the gift of God:
not of works, lest any ma.92
should boast. For we are His
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Oh, may this living water,
This dew of heavenly grace,
Sustain us while here living
Until we see Thy face!
-0.w.s.

workmanship, created in Christ
Jesus unto good works, which
God hnth before ordained that
we should u~alk in them,.”
-Ephesians
2: 8-10.

Z;he 3ourth
THE FOURTH LUTHERAN FREE
CONFERENCEconvened in Schil-

sayist, Dr. H. A. Preus (ALC).
TOPIC IV, “How Does Scriptural

ler Park, Illinois, a suburb on
Chicago’s northwest side, July
B-20, 1967. Sessions were held
at Ramada Inn, which provided
adequate facilities for the 283
persons in attendance: 143 pastors, 83 laymen, and 12 teachers,
coming from 18 states and Cana,da. The undersigned, and also
Pastor E. L. Mehlberg and Mr.
Jul. Sch.mi.tt were among those
present.
The Planning Committee had
invited essayists from three major Lutheran Church bodies to
serve at this meeting: Three
from the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod (LC-MS) , two,
from the Wisconsin Evangelical
Lutheran Ch.urch (WELS) , and
one from the American Lutheran Conference (ALC).
The topics and essays assigned were
the following: TOPIC I, “What

Conf essionalism Minister to the
Entire Holy Christian Church?”

Essayist, The Rev. J. P. Schaefer (WELS).
The first two meetings of the
Lutheran Free Conference, held
in 1964 and 1965, at Waterloo
and Cedar Rapids, Iowa, had
concerned themselves with the
doctrine of the Holy Scriptures
and Justification.
Since these
doctrines were not in controversy among the conservative Lutherans participating
in these
free conferences, there was general, basic agreement on the topics there presented. At the
Third Lutheran
Free Conference in Columbus, Ohio, 1966,
the topic presented was “The
Holy Christian Church and True
Ecum,enicity.” There was sharp

disagreement expressed among
the participants because the docChurch Do You Mean?” ESSAY trine of the Church and Ministry is in controversy among con1, The Rev. James K. Blumhorst
servative Lutherans.
(LC-MS) ; ESSAY 2, Professor
Wilbert R. Gawrisch (WELS) .
This accounts for the fact that
T,OPICII, ‘W7ho Are Christ’s Mi- the committee in charge of asnisters?” ESSAY 1, The Rev Versigning topics and essays for
non Harley (LC-MS) ; ESSAY 2, this Fourth Lutheran Free ConThe Rev. Arthur Dahms (LCference again chose the same
MS). TOPIC III, “What Is The subject, Church and Ministry,
Church’s Mission Today ?” Es- for the presentation and discus-

sion.
In their essays the two LC-M
S pastors, Blumhorst and Harley, set forth a doctrinal position
which represents
a departure
from the orthodox position held
by Walther, F. Pieper, and Hoenecke on the doctrine of the local congregation and the office
of the public ministry.
Their
presentation in general supported the Wisconsin Synod’s more
recently developed concept of
these doctrines which was publicized in the Northwestern Lutheran, April 8, 1962, under the
auspices of the Commission on
Doctrinal Matters (WELS) , under the title, “Church and Miniand which position was
&y,”
also presented by Prof. W. Gawrisch in his essay. Pastor Arthur
Dahms, also of the LC-MS, in
his essay, on the other hand,
briefly presented the Scriptural
position of these doctrines as
held by the founding fathers of
the Missouri and Wisconsin Synods
The other two essays presented by Prof. Preus and Pastor
Sch,aefer treated phases of the
doctrine of the Church and Ministry which are not in controversy among most of the participants.
The discussions which the
first four essays in particular
brought forth from the floor
clearly indicated that there wa.s
a division of thought among the
participants of this conference

on the doctrine of the local congregation and the office of the
public, ministry. The chief criticism which those who held to
the old traditional Lutheran position raised against this newly
constructed concept of the doctrine of the Church and Ministry was that it represented human opinions instead of God’s
Word, conjectures and conclusions based on reading something into the Scriptures which
is not to lbe found there; and
that the advocates of the new
position failed to distinguish between the invisible and visible
church. On the flrst afternoon
of the meeting, it was the privilege of the undersigned to emphasize and urge that the right,
Scriptural approach of our fathers to a doctrinal controversy
be adhered to also here ; namely,
7.) to define exactly the point of
controversy, and 2) to appZy to
this the pertinent clear statements of Scripture. It was suggested that the conference in a
future session continue its study
of this important subject but
limit its discussions to the point
of controversy, in order, under
God’s blessing, to settle it in a
God-pleasing, Scriptural
manner; the point of controversy being as follows:
Is the local church (congregation) a definite, divine institution ? Or are “congregation”,
“synod”, “conference”, and the
like, merely wholesome forms of
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the church, on the same plane
with each other, all church in
one and the same sense, neither
one instituted or prescribed by
God but established by the Christians themselves as they are led
by the Holy Spirit through the
gift of their common
faith?
And, secondly, is the public ministry (pastoral office) a definite
divine institution?
Or are the
pastoral office, office of school
teacher, professorship, synodical offices, etc. merely wholesome forms of the general ministry of the Gospel, neither one
expressly instituted or prescribed by God but established by the
Christians themselves as they
are led by the Holy Spirit
through the gift of their common faith? It was also suggested that Matthew 18: 1’7 and Titus 1: 5 in particular, as also the
many passages speaking of local congregations and their ministry, be used as a basis for
the discussion of the Church
and the Ministry.
In view of the fact that the
essayists, Pastors Blumhorst,
Harley, and Prof. Gawrisch,
presented and defended their
concept of the Church and Ministry as though it were the same
doctrine as that set forth in the
Book of Concord and otherwise
professed by Luther, Walther,
and Hoenecke, the undersigned
also requested and was given the
opportunity near the close of the
conference to present the follow-

ing testimony:
“Especially since 1960, we of
the Concordia Lutheran Conference (six pastors and congregations) have been making quite
an intensive study of the doctrine of the Church and Ministry now in controversy among
conservative Lutherans. And in
these studies we noted that the
present position on these doctrines as held by some and as
presented also in essays we have
heard here is a departure from
the old Scriptural position held
by the former Synodical Conference bodies since their beginnings. We noted that this new
position really had its beginning in what has been frequently called the Wauwautosa Theology under the three Wisconsin
Synod professors,
Koehler,
Schaller, a n d August Pieper,
particularly
during the years
1908-1920. That this was considered by them to be a recent,
new approach to this subject is
set forth in Doctor Koehler’s
Church History
(Kirchengeschichte), from which we quote
a paragraph as follows:
“‘In most recent years the faculty of the Wauwatosa Seminary advocated a conception of
the doctrine of Church and Ministry which appears to contradiet that of Walther. Walther
identified the pastoral office with
the public ministry and recognized the preeminence of the
local congregation over other
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churchly bodies, claiming for it
as well as for the pastoral office
a special divine institution. The
Wauwatosa faculty holds that
the pastoral office is a species of
the public ministry which first
put in its appearance in the German Middle Ages and that similarly the local congregation is a
species of the concept church,
and that in both cases holds that
the term institution
does not
mean that God has distinguished these two species by means
of a special ordinance (mandate) in contrast to other similar forms of Christian
and
church life, which are also created by the Gospel, but that institution is a divine creating of
forms (pastoral office, local congregation, synod, office of school
teacher, office of professor, etc.)
through the operation of the Holy Ghost in Christendom where
the Christians in Christian liberty on the basis of external
circumstances es t a.b 1is h these
things. The discussions regarding this question have not yet
come to an end, but since both
sides at heart are approaching
the concrete things which are in
controversy in the same evangelical manner, it is hoped that
there will be a meeting of minds
concerning the comprehension
and presentation on the basis of
God’s Word.“’ (Translated from
the original German: Lehrbuch
der Kirchengeschichte von Joh.
P. Moehler, Professor am Theo-

logischen Seminar zu Wauwatosa, Wis. Druck des Northwestern Publishing House, 1917,
Page 712.)
In its closing business the
Conference deci ded to hold a
fifth Lutheran Free Conference
in the summer of 1968. The arrangements committee was instructed, with the help of questionnaires in which the participants were given opportunity to
express their desires to the committee, to determine the site,
dates, theme, topics, and essa!yists for the next meeting.
Generally, the testimony of
true Lutheran conservatism regarding the controverted doctrines was discouragingly weak
and scarce. The leaven of false
doctrine is evidently at work!
There was a note of some encouragement, however, in the
fact that there still was a voice
to be heard here and there, also
from among the membership of
the otherwise conservative Wisconsin and Norwegian Synods,
in defense of the old orthodox,
May the
Scriptural position.
faithful testimony of these men
serve to alert those who are adrift in this area of doctrine, so
that they reconsider their position before the overwhelming
tide of liberalism sweeps them
compleEely off of their moorings
( GALATIANS 5 :9) ! May the Holy
Spirit unite us all upon the solid
foundation of God’s Word, so
that we may be enabled by such
76

of the Spirit to practice
the kind of fellowship that is
pleasing to Him, our Lord and
Savior! To this end we continue
by His grace to labor and to
unity

Pray*

-Pastor H. David Mensing
(Representative at the Conference for Vice-president
M. L. Natterer, Chairman of
the Committee on Lutheran
Union)

carried out and on whose authority it firmly rests.
After this service the ladies of
‘the congregation served a delicious noon meal in the church
basement.
In the afternoon service the
local pastor, Rev. 0. W. Schaefer,
preached the sermon. Using Phil.
2: 14-X as his text, he spoke on
the theme: “The Solemn Twofold Duty of Christians for Effective Witness-bearing.” He pointed

out, first, that followers of the
Lord are to shine as lights in an
evil world, and secondly, they
are to hold forth the Word of
L.ife to all.

ission

Festiwal
at

Wilmst, South Dakota
Sunday, September 24, 1967,
was a significant day for the
members of St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church at Wilmot, SD. It
was their annual Mis&on Festival
with two special services.

The total offering from these
two services amounted to $235.16.
This money will be used in our
Conferences to help spread the
precious Gospel of Jesus Christ
which a sin-s-i.& and war-weary
world so sorely needs in these
latter times.
The Lord granted a most pleasant, sunshiny day for thi.s occasion, and those in attendance,
having enjoyed a day of edification and Christian fellowship, returned to their homes with the
solemn prayer on their lips:

In the morning service Candidate Julius Schmitt of Milwaukee
was the guest speaker. His very
edifying message was based on
Psalm 96: 2-5, under the theme:

“.Lord of Harvest, let there be
Joy and strength to z41orh for
Thee;
Till the nation,s far and near
See Thy light and learn Thy
fear!”

“Our Glorious Calling to Witness
to the L,orrl’s Salvation,” pointing

-0.w.s.

out in what manner it should be
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GOD-PLEASINGthankfulness

lone God bestows His gifts upon
cannot be attained by any hu- mankind. Such thanksgiving is
man effort. It is an art which not acceptable before God. The
the Holy Ghost teaches us when thanksgiving of an unbeliever is
He brings us to faith in Jesus eiil:Zin God’s sight, for the Bible
as our Savior and when He tells us: “Without faith it is imkeeps us and preserves us stead- possible to please Him,” HEB.
fast in that faith through His 11:6;
“Whatsoever is not of
is sin,"
Word and Sacrament. And our faith
RoM.14: 23, and,
saving faith in Jesus not only “They that are in the flesh canmakes our thanksgiving accep- not pkase God,” ROM. 8: 8.
table to the Lord but it puts our
IT IS ONLY through faith in
thanksgiving
into the proper
Christ as our Savior that we are
perspective. Were it not for Jeable truly to thank the Lord God
sus and His sacrifice of love on
for every gift of body and soul,
the cross, this world and everyproperty and honor. Then and
thing that is in it would not be
then only are we able to apin existence today. Were it not
proach the throne of God’s grace
for God’s unfathomable grace in
with a thankoffering acceptable
Christ there would not be a sinto Him (like that of pious Abel).
gle blessing in this world but
Then and then only will our
only an eternal and everlasting
hearts overflow with w.ords and
curse. This entire world and uhymns of gratitude and praise
niverse exists and blessings are
for everything from the air we
poured out upon the children of
breathe to the job we hold, from
men (both believers and unbethe wages we receive to the prolievers) for the sake of the Gosperty we own. Then and then
pel of Christ, for it is only
only will we be able to thank the
through Christ and His work of
Lord truly and acceptably for
Redemption that our God defood, drink, clothing, shoes,
monstrates and manifests His
house, home, field, cattle, mofavorable disposition toward all
ney, goods, a. pious spouse, pious
people.
children, pious and faithful ruIfANY INDEED are those who lers, good government,
good
on Thanksgiving Day, $y fine weather, peace, health, disciwords and fair speeches, endea- pline, honor, good friends, faithvor to thank God for His many ful neighbors and the like. Then
gifts but who reject Jesus as and then only will we be able
their Savior through whom a- truly to thank the Lord for gi70

ving us our body and soul, eyes,
ears, and all o,ur members, our
reason and all our senses, and
for preserving them ; for daily
and richly providing us with all
and more than we need to support this body and life ; for defending us against all danger;
for guarding and protecting us
from all evil ; and for giving us
all these things not because we
deserve them (without and merit or worthiness in me) but only

because of His grace and love in
Christ Jesus, our Savior.
AND IF SUCH thanksgiving

fills our hearts, it will show itself in our lives by an eagerness
and a willingness gladly to hear
and to learn God’s Word; to
heed and to follow what He tells
us in His Word and thus to let
Him lead us and direct our path.
If such thanksgiving fills our
hearts we will not work against
God with our gifts and talents
but we will serve the Lord with
gladness. With Samuel, we will
say: “Speak Lord, Thy servant
heare th,” and with Mary, we
will exclaim: “Behold the handmaid of the Lord,” and with the
Apostle Paul, we will eagerly enquire: “Lord, what wilt Thou
have me to do?” and with thankful hearts and voices we will
sing:
As Thy prospering hand hath
blessed
We ad! give Thee of our best,
And by deeds of kindly love
For Thy mercies grateful prove.
Singing thus thru all our days
Praise to God, immortal prclise!

-P.

R. B.

ehold,‘JChE
ABOUT 500 YEARS before the

birth of Christ a joyful and encouraging message was extended to an oppressed, and disheartened people. Through the
pen of the Prophet Zechariah,
the Lord exclaimed: “Rejoice
greatEy . . . behold thy King cometh unto Thee !” The believers

of the Old ‘Testa,ment were waiting patiently and longingly for
the fulfillment of the promise of
the Savior which was first given to Adam and Eve in the
Garden of Eden. Throughout
this long period of waiting, prophets were sent by the Lord to
instruct the people concerning
the person, office, work, and
kingdom of the Messiah -that
they might find comfort, joy,
and salvation in His coming. 0, how we thank God that the
promised King did come! We
are once again preparing to celebrate the great anniversary of
His coming.
MODERNISTIC preachers and
theologians insist that the prophets spoke only of a human deliverer -a Messiah who simply
was sent by God but who is not
to be identified with God. Such
philosophical nonsense, however, cannot stand in the light of
such plain passages as Jeremiah
23: 6 where it is said of the Messiah: “This is His nam.e where-

Oaneth!

OURRIGHTEOUSNESS,"and Isaiah

9: 6 where

He is called ‘?Yae

Mighty God, the Everla.sting Father,” and Micah 5:2 where He
is spoken of as “the Rzcler in Israel, whose goings forth have
been from of old, from eve&sting.”
THIS GREATand mighty King

comes in lowliness and deep humiliation ! Instead of descending
from His throne in great glory
in the midst of an overwhelming
display of His supreve majesty
and splendor, He condescends to
be born of a human, virgin mother ! This fact is stressed in the
Old Testament Scriptures, and
its fulfillment is recorded in the
New Testament.
The Apostle
Paul writes: “When the fullness
of the time was come, God sent
forth His Son, made of a woman,” GAL. 4:4.
ITOW WONDERFULit is to be

governed by such a King! He is
Immanuel, God with us! 19 centuries ago He came into this
world to seek and to save that
which was lost, to save us from
sin, death, Satan, and hell! Today He comes through the Gospel to bestow on us the rich blessings of salvation which He has
earned for all mankind? Soon
He will come to take us unto
Himself to be with Him forever
in His heavenly kingdom.
bg He shall be called, THE LORD
-P. R. B.
8.0

Taegliche Hausandacht, C. F. W. Walther, Translated by E. L. M.
“God is in the midst of her: she shall not be moved:
God shall help her, and that right early.” -Psalm 4x5.

When we read the history of
the Christian Church, we find
that although it seemed to be always in great danger of going
under, still it always arose again.
When Jesus l.eft the wor5d after
completing His work of redemption, how small His Church still
remained! It consisted of no more
than a few hundred souls, and
most of them were just poor,
simple people. And also the
Twelve Apostles, who even had
lost one of their number, Judas
the betrayer, were uneducated.
Besides Lhis, they were fainthearted men. They were the ones
who now were supposed to spread
the Christian Church throughout
tile world by means of preaching
Christ Crucified. That seemed
therefore to be an utter impossibility. But what happened? Having been miraculously equipped
with the gifts of the Holy Ghost
on the Christian festival of Pentecost, they went out into all the
world to preach the Gospel to
every creature. And, behold, not
more than about thirty years
later, Paul, wl:io himself had become an Apostle of the Christians, whom he had persecuted,
could write this report to the
Colossians, that the Gospel “was
preached to every creature which

is under heaven,” Col. 1~23. Thus
by the time all the Apostles had
died, the Christian Church had
already spread over the entire
globe. Already at that time there
were Christian congregations in
all the lands of the earth.
But if the Christian Church
from its beginning already had
been under the adverse conditions of bloody persecutions by
Jew and Gentile, these persecutions began especially after it had
been founded. There was no torture invented by man which the
heathen Roman emperors and
their officers had not applied,
against the Christians, in order
thereby to persuade them to fall
away from Christ and in this way
destroy the Church. Not only did
they behead, drown, strangle, and
burn them, but they also invented various means to make
death especially terrifying and
painful for them. They threw
them to the wild beasts as food.
They roasted them slowly in fire.
They suffocated them in the sewers. They crucified them with the
head down, permitting ravening
animals to eat of them and destroy them. They slowly ripped
the living flesh from their bones
with shells or glowing hot tongs.
They poured boiling hot oil and
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tar into their mouth. They bound
their naked bodies to corpses and
cast them into the dark, stinking
graves; and there, tied to these
dead bodies, they let them hunger and rot.
In this way, during the first
three centuries, many hundreds
of thousands of Christians were
killed by unspeakable tortures.
When therefore, among other
things, the persecutions under
Emperor Dioeletion and his aides
came to an end in the year 310,
these emperors, in memory of
their victory over the Christians
issued edicts with the title:
“‘After having destroyed the
Christians, who wanted to overthrow the government,”
or:
“After having everywhere completely destroyed the Christian
superstition.”
But had that really happened
what these boastful titles claimed?
No! Already earlier, a church
father (Tertulhan) had written :
“The more you cut us down, the
more numerous we become. The
blooc? of martyrs is the seed of
the Church.” All the persecutors
suffered a frightful end.
Later, in the year 323, Emperor Constantine himself became a Christian. From that time
forward, with but few and short
outbreaks, the Christians experienced general relief from external persecution. Now, however,
even more dangerous enemies
arose in their own midst, namely,
false teachers. They did not seek

to take the physical life of the
Church, but they sought to rob it
of the truth, upon which the
Church is founded, and thus
spiritual1.y murder it. But, behold, as many errorists as at any
time arose, God nevcrthel.ess always at the same time raised up
men who revealed those errorists
and defended the truth.
The Church was exposed to
still greater danger finally through
the rise of the papacy. By means
of it the Church appeared finally
to be transformed into a wordly
kingdom of priests. Christ seemed
to have been cast from His
throne. The saving Gospel appeared to have been utterly
abohshecl and the Church now
finally destroyed anyhow. Even
the earlier bloody persecutions
of the Christians appeared now
again in the very midst of t1ie
Churcf2 itself. But, behold, at
that very moment when finally
all hope of help appeared to be
gone, there it was before the
door! Gocl raised up Dr. Martin
Luther, and through him brought
about a very thorough--going reformation of the Church in a few
years in a marvelous and glorious
manner.
Jesus, Thou Refuge of Thy
Congregatiiq

Curb Thou our foes am1 all
their bloody councils,
Void them, and sarje us! Amen.
82

told to pray and that God will
answer our prayers, but in His
own way. Just like the servant
and the talent, we, also should
not bury what talents are given
us, but we should rather make
use of them. All good gifts are
given by God and not to use
what God has graciously given is
certainly not God-pleasing. These
passages show that a Chri&ian
should always pray. If he becomes sick or is injured, then
Many take these and similar prayer should naturally flow from
Eble passages and attempt to the Christian’s heart. God comshow that a Christian need not, mands prayer and promises to
indeed should not, take advan- answer every proper prayer, but
tage of t.he services of a physician prayer must not be a last resort;
or modern medications. These it should occupy the ,primary popassages, however, should not sition in a Christian’s order for
deter a Christian from using the action.
These passages say something
services of a physician since God
does not forbid it when the situa- to the physician. A Christian
physician should recognize that
tion warrants such action.
In examining these passages, prayer is his most powerful tool.
we should consider three main The physician, however, cannot
topics. First, the message of these cast aside his training and skills.
passages mean to the physician. These gracious gifts of God must
Thirdly, what do these passages be used to their greatest capacity.
It is God alone who allows the
mean to the patient.
The main purpose of these pas- new drugs and the miraculous
techniques to be discovered; to
sages is to show the Christian
that first, last, and foremost, his ignore these would indeed be
trust must be in God. To trust in foolish. These passages also show
things of this world is futile and the physician that the need not
only God can help us in every despair over patients under his
care. For all are under God’s
trouble. (Ps. 45; 2 Car. 1:9).
God, however, does not ask us to continued guidance so that the
pray and then expect us to sit physician is nothing more than a
and wait for His answer. We are tool of the living God. Hence a
“And all things, whatsoever ye
shall ask in prayer, believing, ye
shall receive” (Matt.
21:22).
Therefore I say unto you, What
things soever ye desire when ye
pray, believe that ye receive
them, and ye &all have them”
(Mark 11:24). “Ask, and it shall
be given you; seek, and ye sha.ll
fin,d; kn.ock, and it shall be
opened unto you” (Luke 11:9).
Ys any among you afflicted? Let
him pray” (James 5: 13).
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physician should not be disobeyed or ignored when he gives
instructions and advice pertaining to the patient’s welfare.
Lastly, these passages say
something very important to the
patient. Prayer from the patient
must never cease. The patient
should pray not only when he is
sick, but daily for the physicians
that God wou1.dbless those things
which they do in accord with His
Will. After all, physicians are by
no means infallible in their mini
&rations and therefore need the
fervent prayers of the Chrstians
asking God for His help. New
drugs and techniques are being
developed daily, but still we are
plagued by diseases that baffle
medical science. Rut with God
all things are known. Man. is
weak and often helpless, but

fore, 3s any among you afflicted?
Let him pray!” (James 5: 13).
God says, “Ask and it shall be
given unto you” (Luke 11:9).
One should never give up hope
but trust confidently in the Lord
God.
God’s command to pray then
should not hinder a Christian
from using the services of a physician, but should instil in the
Christian the extreme importance
of prayer. God wants prayer to
be a first thought not a last
thought; the physician should
not be an end9 but rather a means
through which God works.
(Submitted by Jerry Fischer,
a medical student)
--Through

“with God nothing shall be im.possible” (Luke 1: 37). There-
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his pastor--

Resolved, That the Synod recognize that the Scriptural and Confessional basis for altar and pulpit fellowship between The Lutheran Church-Missouri
Synod
and The American Lutheran
Church exists, and that the Synod
proceed to take the necessary
steps toward full realization of
altar and pulpit fellowship with
The American Lutheran Church.
The above is part of the Resolution (3 - 23) “to authorize deelaration of al tar and pulpit fellowship with The American Lutheran
Church”
which
was
apparently overwhelmingly approved by the Missouri Synod
Convention this last July. According to the Resolution the
President of the Missouri Synod
will make the appropriate recommendations to the 1969 convention. In years gone by there were
defirzitely differences in doctrine
between the Missouri Synod and
th.e American Lutheran Church.
(For example; inspiration and inerrarxy of th,e Bible, Conversion,
Election., Objective Justification,
Essence of the Church, etc.) Now
what has happened to these differences? Has the present TA LC
open.ly rejected all of its former
errors? Unfortunately,
such is
not the case. Instead, we firad
that the Missouri Synod, that
once orthodox
and s taun,ch
church-body, compromising! Ever

since it neglected to repudiate
the errors of that infamous Chicago Statement of 1945 and initiate synodical discipline with the
errorists, things have gone from
bad to worse in the Missouri
Synod. Because of the Synodical
Conference the Missouri Synod
was not abl,e officially to enter
into actual church fellowship with
the ALC because the Wisconsin
and Norwegian Synods refused to
go along with the Common Confession which was supposed to
settle the doctrinal differences
between Missouri and the then
ALC. But now the Synodical
Conference has been disbanded.
Wisconsin and Norwegian Synods
have gone their separate ways.
No, it is not surprising that Missouri is declaring altar and pulpit
fellowship with TALC, but it
makes us sad th,at Missouri has
departed from, the old paths!
-O-

We give the following article
written by Rev. E. R. Modean,
pastor of First Lutheran Church,
without any comment to show
every sincere L.utheran the deplorable situation. existin,g in many
a so-called Lutheran. Church:

“Pastor, as you were speaking
from the pulpit my mind went
back over 450 years . . . Do you
know I can trace my ancestors to
the time of the Thirty Years
85

War?”
The man paused and looked
forlornly at me, as much as to
say, “What a waste of time, how
unnecessary were the years of
hard feeling and anguish.”
Another said: “Pastor, I came
to church early this evening and
lit a candle and prayed that this
night, this service, might be
‘God’s night.’ My prayers were
answered, I want you to know.”
“Pastor,” a woman told me,
“I’d like you to meet my closest
friend and neighbor. She’s a Catholic and I’m a Lutheran’ of
course. We just wanted you to
know how ‘much it means to us
after all these years to be able
to worship together.”
Tears filled ,the eyes of one
man as he spoke: “I’m Protestant and my wife is Catholic.
Over the years we have loved
each other very much. The only
thing that ever came in the way
of our relationship was religion.
What a night this is for us to be
able to worship together. If you
could only understand what tilis
means to us.”
These were a few of the .comments I heard from members of
St. Philip’s Roman Catholic
Church and First Lutheran
Church of Clifton, New Jersey,
after I had preached for an interfaith service. It was held at St.
Philip’s Church with more than
600 peop1.eattending.
Walking down the center aisle
of this large Roman Catholic

church in a colorful procession,
all singing “A Mighty Fortress Is
Our God,” was an emotional experience of some magnitude. But,
stepping into the pulpit of a Roman Catholic Church to deliver
a sermon was of historical significance to me, at least. It was like
being a pioneer after 450 years of
separation.
Participating
in the service
with me were Monsignor Murphy,
one other priest and three lay
readers. A member of the council
of First Lutheran Church joined
two Roman Catholic laymen in
reading scripture passages.
Many Roman Catholics are not
used to congregational hymn
singing, so the large number of
members from First Lutheran
were showered with complimems
by the members of St. Philip’s
for helping to give some “life” to
the hymns that were sung. Besides “A Mighty Fortress” we
sang “Holy, Holy, Holy” and
YJow Thank We All Our God.“’
Foll.owing the service a fellowship hour was held in the church
auditorium, where the ladies of
St. Philip’s served their finest.
The graciousness of the hosts was
something no member of First
Lutheran will forget.
Two incidents may be worth
mentioning. One member of St.
Philip’s jokingly said to the
Monsignor that it must be all
right from now on to attend services at First Lutheran
if
he pleased. Monsignor Murphy
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quickly replied : “You can attend
there, but be sure to leave your
offering envelope here.”
And one of the ushers at the
service encountered a lady at the
door of the church who said, “I’m

from
sit?”
grin,
bride

First Lutheran. Where do I
The usher replied with a
“‘Are you a friend of the
or the groom?”
(The Lutheran,
August 30’1967, page 40)
-M. L. N.
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