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BehoZd, I (Jesus) 

I am aZive forevermore 

and have the keys 

BehoZd, I (Jesus) 

am aZive forevermore 

and have the keys 

of heZZ and of death! 

Revelation I : 18. 
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form it confess, teach, and practice the 
Word of God in its full truth and purity 
and use the Sacraments according to 
Christ’s institution. AlI who do this are 
the true visible church on earth. 
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tice a God-pleasing church fellowship 
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To set forth pertinent historical infor- 
mation which has a bearing upon the 
Church and to expose modern philoso- 
phical thought and the so-called scienti- 
fic theories which contradict the Word 
of God. 

To expose particularly the false tea- 
ching and practice of the various so- 
called “Lutheran” church bodies by 
comparing their teaching and practice 
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Word of God, in the Lutheran Conbes- 
sions, and in the old orthodox Lutheran 
writings. 

To expose false teaching and practice 
wherever it makes its appearance and to 
keep abreast of the current happenings 
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To be truthful and factual in our re- 
porting and freely to correct any mis- 
information of which we are not aware 
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may be unclear to our readers or which 
may create a wrong impreuaion, 



The Cjertaint~ of QaBter 
c’n an uncertain war I$’ l 

“Behold, I live, I have the keys 
of h/e11 and of death; and because 
I live, ye shall live a.lso!” EWE- 
LATION 1:18. JOHN 14:19. This 
is the glorious message which 
sounds forth from a deserted 
grave. The sadness and gloom of 
Good Friday are dispelled by the 
bright light of Easter. Jesus of 
Nazareth, crucified on Calvary’s 
cross, is risen from the dead and 
has conquered all the enemies of 
our souls.- Despite all mockery 
and ridicule this is the greatest 
miracle of all time. On its truth 
rests our entire religion as well 
as our faith and hope of eternal 
life. 

Living in a world where much 
is uncertain, we have unshakable 
evidence that the resurrection of 
our Lord is sure. Several women 
came early Easter morning to 
complete the anointing of Jesus’ 
body, found the stone rolled a- 
way, and heard the angel say: 
“He is risen . . . behold the place 
where they laid Him!” MARK 16: 
6. Roman soldiers reported that 
the tomb of Jesus was empty 
and were bribed by the chief 
priests to spread the rumor that 
the disciples had stolen the body 
of Jesus during the night. Peter 
and John also found the grave 
empty and the linen clothes and 

the napkin ca.refully folded in 
place. 

In addition, there were many 
eyewitnesses of the risen Savior, 
such as Mary Magdalene, several 
other women, Peter, the two Em- 
maus disciples, the ten disciples 
and then the eleven, James, se- 
ven disciples in Galilee, and over 
500 brethren. These people were 
intimately a,cquainted with the 
Lord and would have nothing to 
gain by lies and deception. Their 
testimony is infallible proof that 
Christ indeed rose from the 
dead, and many of them laid 
down their own lives for this 
truth. 

What does the doctrine of the 
resurrection mean for us all? It 
proves that the Savior in whom 
we believe is the true Son of 
God. It guarantees that we are 
reconciled to the Father who is 
merciful and gracious to us for 
the sake of Christ. Forgiveness 
is therefore assured, and there is 
peace between God and man. 
This makes us certain of a hope 
that reaches beyond this earthly 
life. We look forward to a per+ 
sonal resurrection when our vile 
bodies will be fashioned like un- 
to Jesus’ glorious body. Mean- 
while we live our lives dedicated 
to Him, knowing that nothing 
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can pluck us out of His hands, death will be a triumph, uniting 
JOHN 10:28. us with our risen Redeemer in 

0 let us thank God that the endless glory. Rejoice and praise 
Easter Gospel still sounds in our Him daily, ever singing: 
ears ! M,ay we continue to believe 
in the risen Savior, trust in Him, 
and love and serve Him with all 
our heart! Then ours will be a 

‘“Oh, the sweet 
gives, 

I know that my 

joy this sentence 

Redeemer lives!,, 

happy and blessed life, and our -0. w. s. 

“Then [Jesus) arose, and rebuked the winds and the sea; and there 
was a great calm. But the men marvelled, saying, What manner of 
man is this, that even the winds and the sea obey Him!” 

-Matthew 8:26-27, 

IT IS TRUE, Christ slept while 
the disciples in the ship were in 
the greatest danger. At any rate 
it seemed as though Christ nei- 
ther knew about the disciples’ 
need nor cared. But it only seem- 
ed that way. Christ truly was 
sleeping but only according to 
His human nature; He never- 
theless was and remained also 
presently Israel’s Keeper, who 
neither slumbers nor sleeps. For, 
according to His divine nature, 
He was watching, seeing every- 
thing that was presently hap- 
pening, and taking care that in 
spite of wind and wave the ship 
was not wrecked as He, accor- 
ding to His human nature, slept. 
He was sleeping in the presence 
of His disciples in order alone 
to try and test them, to streng- 

then faith through tribulations 
and to awaken prayer in them. 
When therefore Christ was also 
physically s-wakened by the cry 
of the disciples, He fearlessly 
permitted the storm to continue 
to rage a while and first quieted 
the storm in the pounding hearts 
of the disciples, who showed 
such a weak faith. But then 
we read: “He arose, and rebuked 
the winds and the sea,- and there 
was a great calm.” This was an 
altogether incomprehensible mi- 
racle. Thereby C h r i s t showed 
Himself to be the Lord also of 
nature. For it does indeed hap- 
pen at times that according to 
the course of nature a storm sud- 
denly appears on the sea, but 
when that happens, the raging, 
foaming waves of the sea con- 
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tinue for a time to run high and 
3rst become quiet by and by af- 
ter the wind has for quite some 
time already subsided. But, as 
Mark reports, just as soon as 
Christ commanded the storm 
and sea: “CaGn down and be 
quiet!” immediately they both 
also became completely still. The 
howling storm quieted down, 
and the raging sea calmed, 
transforming itself into a clea.r, 
smooth, glassy surface, in which 
the sparkling stars of the cleared 
skies pleasantly reflected them- 
selves, and the little ship sailed 
yuietly like a swan through the 
still waters. For this reason all 
who were in the ship cried out 
in astonishment: What malnlner 
of man is this, that even the 
winds and the sea obey Him!” 

HERE WE. also have a picture 
of the Church of our day. It is 
a most comforting one. For from 
this account we le.arn the follow-i 
ing: Although the Church may 
presently be like the ship of 
Christ on the Sea of Galilee ; 
although the entire world with 
all its mighty and learned ones 
appears like a fierce storm-tossed 
sea to overtake the ship of the 
Church, making its sinking ap- 
pear to be unavoidable ; although 
it may seem that Christ is also 
presently sleeping at the rudder ; 
although the members of the 
Church themselves may be ever 
so weak in fai.th and in despair, 
crying out : “Lord, save us: we 
perish!” yes, although many pre- 

sently may in despair be jump- 
ing overboard, plunging them- 
selves again into the sea of the 
world: we nevertheless have no 
reason to fear and despair. Je- 
sus is in our ship and, according 
to His divine, all-knowing, al- 
mighty power and providential 
care He does not sleep. At the 
right time He will arise, rebuke 
our little faith and speak to the 
wind and sea of the world: “Be 
still and calm down!” Then a 
great calmness will result, and 
the ship of the Church will tri- 
umphantly enter the port of hea- 
ven. For Christ has promised: 
YTpon this rock’, (He means 
upon Himself) “I will build My 

“HE IS RISEN, AS HE SAID.” 
Matthew) 28 :6, 
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Church; and the gates of hell 
shall not prevail agaznst it.” “Lo, 
I am with you alway, even unto 
the end of the world.” 

OH, THEREFORE, let us not 

despair in these last distressing 
days. Let us not abandon the 
sihip of the Church with the mis- 
taken notion that it will soon go 
down anyway. If we do this, we 
will regret it eternally because 
outside of this ship there is no 
salvation possible ; just as it also 
was in the case of Noah’s ark, 
only those were rescued from the 
flood who entered it. And as No- 
ah’s ark safely made its way 
through the waves of the flood 
and finally completed its suc- 
cessful voyage at Mt. Ararat, so 
also will the ship of the Church 
successfully sail the stormy sea 
of the world and finally reach 

the harbor of the eternal hills of 
divine grace. Then we, too, if we 
have remained steadfast in the 
faith, will cry out in wonder- 
ment: “What manner of Man is 
this, that even the winds and the 
se.a obey Him!” And we will re- 
joice to all eternity. 

Preserve, 0 Lord, Thy Zion, 
Eought dearly with Thy blood; 
P.rotect what Thou hast chosen 
Against the foes’ dread brood. 
Ee Thou her great Defender 
When dangers gather ‘round; 
Fen tho’ the earth be crumbling, 
Safe will Thy Church be found. 

Amen. 
(The Lutheran Hymnal, 264: 3.) 

Taegliche Hausandacht 
(Daily Family Devotions) 
C. F. W. Walther (Crull) 

-Translated by E. L. M. 

Around the World 
(With Comment) 

LSD advocate, Timothy Leary, kingdom of heaven within one’s 
gave a performance of his “drop self. He compared the LSD ex- 
out” act to more than 8,000 stu- perience to Yoga or Buddhism. 
dents at the University of Ore- No doubt our readers are fa- 
gon, similar to one he gave to miliar with the accounts of those 
overflow crowds at the Portland who have used the LSD drug 
State College. Leary again urged and suffered the consequences. 
students to “turn on, tune in and Three months ago, a I&year-old. 
drop out.” He explained that his Philadelphia boy took LSD and 
religion in v o 1 v e d the ancient thought he could fly. He jumped 
concept, of finding one’s own out of a third-floor window to 
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his denth. Another teen-ager was 
killed while walking against the 
traffic on a California boule- 
vard. Several persons have been 
committed to mental hospitals 
for long-term treatment simply 
because they had used LSD. Dr. 
E. Wilkens, researcher at Colum- 
bia Presbyterian Medical Cen- 
ter, says, “Milligram for milli- 
gram, in its effect on the central 
nervous system, LSD is one of 
the most p o w e r f u 1 substances 
known to man.” Individuals see- 
king to escape the realities of 
life are particularly prone to the 
use of LSD and similar drugs. 
Surely the government will have 
to take more drastic mea,sures, 
limiting the availability of LSD 
to competent medical authori- 
ties. We Christians also have 
our difficulties and problems, 
but how thankful we can be that 
we can take everything to the 
Lord in prayer and know that 
He not only hears our prayer but 
also answers it. Our dear Savior 
tells us, “Verily, verily, I say un- 
to you, Whatsoever ye shall ask 
th,e Father in My name, He will 
give it you" (JOHN 16: 23).. 

Would to God that we would 
naake more u,se of prayer in 
which we ash the heavenly Fa- 
ther for His help and guidance, 
His comfort and support; then. 
we shall find the Lord renewing 
our strength to face the burdens 
and responsibilities of each day 
with ch(eerfulness and courage. 

-O- 

“If your teen-age daughter 
marries, the chances are even 
money, 50-50, that she is already 
pregnant. If she and her pro- 
spective husband are both of 
high school age, her pregnancy 
is an 80 per cent certainty. Five 
years a f t e r t h es e youngsters 
marry, 50 per cent of them are 
divorced. An estimated 20 per 
cent of all brides in this country, 
regardless of age, are pregnant 
at the time of marriage. Illegiti- 
mate births are running at about 
300,000 a year. Worse yet, ac- 
cording to a study of unwed mo- 
thers, most of them continued 
to produce illegitimate children 
over a five-year period, with re- 
peated pregnancies by 90 per 
cent of the mothers.” 

The above is a quotation from 
Lloyd Shearer (PARADE, Novem- 
ber 20, 1966). These frightening 
statistics remind the Christian 
that the world is indeed verg 
evil. By God’s grace, we have es- 
caped the pollu,tions of the world 
through the knowledge of the 
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 
(Cp. II PETER 2: 20) From the 
Lord’s Word we know and re- 
lieve tha.t marria,ge is a sacred 
institution wherein God joins a 
man and woman unto a life-long 
union of mutual love an.d faith- 
fulness. The responsibility rests 
upon Christian pare n t s to in- 
struct the,ir children a.lso in the 
Scriptural duties of husband and 
wife toward each. other by WORD 
and EXAMPLE. Thus when the 
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children finally become husbands 
and wives, they will know their 
obligations from the Scriptural 
training they have received as 
well as from the happy hom,e- 
Jife they were privileged to en- 
joy in their youth. Lloyd Slaear- 
er’s startling st,atisties, in fact, 
should make Christian parents 
more careful that ever in im- 
pressing also this portion of the 
Word of God upon their children 
lest theirs, too, be included in 
such statistics! (Cf EPH. 5 A-21 ; 
HEB. 13: 4) 

-O- 
A couple in San Francisco was 

married by a man who claims 
that he is an ordained clergy- 
man in the Satanic church which 
he himself founded. He wore 
devil horns while performing his 
first wedding in the Victorian 
living room of his black-w,alled 
Satanist Church. About 30 of 
his followers were present. This 
self-styled priest of the Prince 
.of Darkness stated, “This mar- 
riage was conceived not in hea- 
ven but in hell, which is the 
mold from which heaven was 
east and which has kept religion 
alive from the beginning.” 

“Eut, beloved, remember ye 
the words which were spoken be- 
fore of the apostles of our Lord 
Jesus Christ; how that they told 
you there should be mockers in. 
the last time, who should walk 
after their own ungodly lusts,” 
(JUDE 17:18). 

-O- 

Episcopal Bishop James A. 
Pike told an overflow assembly 
at Pacific University, “All chur- 
ches are losing out in country 
after country.” Wearing a cleri- 
cal collar and purple vest of an 
Episcopal bishop, he said he saw 
‘“the death’s rattle of the mother 
church” -the Church of Eng- 
land- while he was in Great 
Britain recently. “It all happen- 
ed in 18 months,” he said. “The 
Church of England went down 
the drain and it is near the end 
now. . . . The signs are here - 
we are losing here, too,” he de- 
clared. When a reporter asked 
whether his beliefs actually are 
Christian, the bishop answered, 
“Yes,” and pointed out that the 
many traditional doctrines were 
formulated “after Christianity 
went gentile.” The beliefs, he 
said, show the influence of Greek 
philosophy. As an example, he 
said, “You don’t find the doctrine 
of the Trinity in the ‘Bibl.e? 
“Three p’ersons sounds like..a 
committee God. Two persons 
sounds like schizophrenia.” 

Bishop Pike’s denial of th.e 
Claristian faith is well-known. 
Whet1ae.r he will ever be expelled 
by the Episcopal ecclesiastical 
court remains to be seen. It is 
extremely d 02t b t f ul. E,ishop 
Pike’s blasplaemous statements 
against the Scrip turn1 teaching 
of the Holy Trinity are highly 
oaensive to the ears of ‘every 
true believer. One would think 
that he would feel more at home 
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in the company of the anti-Tri- 
nitarian Jehovah’s Witnesses. 
Jesus has foretold the coming of 
such outspoken fake teachers: 
“And many false prophets shall 
rise, and shall deceive many,” 
(MATT. 24: 11). God grant us 
His grace that we hold steadfast- 
ly t,o His holy Word during these 
days in, which we must confess 
with the hymn writer: “0 God,. 
how sin’s dread works abound! 
Throughout the earth no rest is 
found, And falsehood’s spirit 
wide h,as spread, And error 
BOLDLY rears its head.” (The Lu- 
theran, Hymnal, 292). 

-O- 
On November 7th a mob of 

100,000 Hindus, led by men wiel- 
ding three pronged spears, mar- 
ched on parliament and deman- 
ded an immediate total bar on 
the slaughter of cows. A wild 
three-hour battle began, explo- 
ding into one of the biggest riots 
in India’s history. The mob at- 
tacked and burned New Delhi’s 
post office, a radio station, banks, 
shops and homes, including the 
home of Kamaraj, president of 
India’s ruling party. Many were 
killed or injured. 

Our country has been rushing 
some 11 million tons of wheat to 
India to prevent wholesale star- 
vation. Yet, b e caus e their de- 
mon-inspired worship of cows 
forbids them to kill the animals 
even for food, a terrible famine 
is already beginning in parts of 
ea.st and central India. The cattle 

are increasing at a rate almost 
equa.1 to India’s human popula- 
tion. The cows #a.re allowed to 
wander at will over the country- 
side elating up the produce. How 
terrible when people are steeped 
in the darkness of gross idola- 
try! The fact that they are star- 
ving is th,eir own fault for fol- 
lowing the father of all lies - 
the devil. Surely, such a pitiful 
co/ndition should incite us Chris- 
tians to fervent prayer in their 
behalf that God in *is mercy 
would send forth more Laborers 
into the field with the pure Word 
of God to 1ea.d them out of dar?c- 
ness into the marvelous light of 
Christ’s glorious Gospel. 

- M. IL. N. 
!E-&w 
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Essay delivered at the Sixteenth Annual Convention of the Concordia Lutheran 
Conference by Pastor E. L. Mehlberg and priuted in the Concordis Lutheran by 
Convention Resolution. 

III. 

THE LATE AND DECLINING YEARS 

OF A 

CHRISTIAN’S LIFE, A LIFE OF PRAISE TO GOD. 

- Concluded - 

5. HIS BLESSED DEPARTURE TO HIS HEAVENLY HOME. 

WHEN IT APPEARS that his dear Lord is about to summon him 
home, and the Zord grants him time and opportunity, the Chris- 
tian should gather his dear children about him and bid them all’ 
farewell in the name of Jesus, committing them all into the Sa- 
vior’s loving care, urging them to be faithful unto death that Je- 
sus may also give them the cro,wn of life ( REV. 2: 10). If time is 
yet granted him by the gracious Lord, namely, that his pastor can 
be at hand to give him the Holy Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper 
to strengthen and comfort him during this last step of his earthly 
pilgrimage ( HEB. 11: 16)) he may desire to make use of this bles- 
sing also. He should rejoice to confess before them all: “I am nozd 
ready to be oflered, and the time of my departure is at hand. .I 
have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, 1 have kept 
the faith: henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteous- 
ness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, shall give me at that 
day: and not to me only, but unto .a11 them also that love His ap- 
pearing,” II TIM. 4: 6-8. 

IF GOD GRANTS further time and opportunity, the aged Chris- 
tian should rejoice to be able yet in the closing devotion fervently 
to join with them all in the Lord’s Prayer. And as the Pastor then 
closes with the Benediction, how blessed is the Christian as he 
yields himself peacefully into the arms of his Savior! With joy 
a,nd gratitude to th.e Lord for a past life so full of God’s gracious 
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blessings and for a future life which now invitingly beckons to 
him with its eternal bliss, filling his heart with praise to his gra- 
cious Lord, well may his soul triumphantly exult: 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host: 
Praise Father, Son, a.nd Holy Ghost. 

INDEED, THE IARD does not permit all His dear children to ex- 
perience such a peaceful departure in their old age, but without 
exception they all have a blessed departure. Some of His people He 
takes early in life, and some in the prime and vigor of life; others 
in ‘.a ripe old age, fully conscious of their blessed end, and still 
&hers too feeble to experience consciously their departure from 
their dear ones left behind. Some the Lord calls home suddenly, 
and others only after a lingering illness. Some in poverty, and 
others in plenty. Nevertheless, regardless of what earthly circum- 
stances may be, in His loving kindness, He grants all of them, by 
a living faith in Jesus through the merits of His blood, the full 
assurance that all their sins are forgiven; that through faith in 
Jesus they have the tiighteousness they need to obtain the gift of 
eternal life in heaven. Therefore, whenever He calls them, if they 
abide in Jesus, He takes them home to Him into eternal bliss! 

CONCLUSION 

4 LIVING FAITH in Jesus our Savior, wrought by the Holy 
Ghost, the gift of the heavenly Father’s love, bestowed and pre- 
served by means of the Word of God alone; a faith which works 
by love, being prompted alone by gratitude to the Lord for the 
priceless gift of salvation; from these, as a blessed fruit of heaven, 
springs THE CHRISTIAN'S LIFE, A LIFE OF PRAISE TO GOD! 

MAY THIS SAME GRACE also be ours! And it is ours, freely 
offered and given to us and to all men in the Gospel and received 
by us through faith in Jesus, the Savior of the world! Therefore 
let us, too, join the Psalmist in love and gratitude to the Lord: 

0 praise the Lord, all ye nations; praise Him, 
all ye people. 

For His merciful kkdness is great toward us: 
and the truth of the Lord endureth for ever. 

Praise <ye the Lord! PSALM 117. Amen. 

ALONE TO GOD THE GLORY ! 

35 



The Concordia Lutheran 
12472 Beawn Avenue South 

SEATTLE, WASHINGTON 98 I78 

CONCORLUA LUTH. CONFERENCE CHURCH DIRECTORY 

PXACE EV. LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Central Avenue at lllst Place 

Tinley Park, Illinois 
(South-Suburban Chicago) 

Sunday School & Bible Class, 9 :lS A.M. 
Worship Service 24 :30 A.M. 

Rev. H. David Mensing, Pastor 
Telephone: (Area 312) 532-4288 

ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 
308 Morth Ackerman Street 

Empire, Oregon 97421 
Sunday School & Bible Class, 9 :I5 A.M. 
Worship Service 1l:OO A.M. 

Rev. A. J. Cordes, Pastor 
Telephone: (Area 808) 888-4512. 

ST. STEPHEN’S LUTH. CHURCH 
Box 424, Wilmot, South Dakota 

(May through September) : 
Sunday School, 10 :30 A.M. 
Worship Service 9:30 A.M. 

(October - ApriI, s hour later) 
Rev. 0. W. Schaefer, Pastor 

Telephone : (Area 605) 938-4343 

CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH 
7331 West Ruby Avenue 

Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53218 
Sunday School & Bible Class, 9 :15 A.M. 
Worship Service 10 :30 A.M. 

Rev. E. L. Meblberg, Pastor 
Telephone: (Area 414) 483-7827 

ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 
6th and Tangent 
Lebanon, Oregon 

Sunday School & Bible Class, 10 :09 A.M. 
Worship Service 11 :oo A.M. 

Rev. M. L. Nstterer, .Pastor 
Telephone: (Area 503) 2582941 

ST. LUKE’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 
10715 - 5lst Avenue South 

Seattle, Washington 
Sunday School & Bible Class, 9 :15 A.M. 
Worship Service 10:30 A.M. 

Rev. P. R. Rloedel, Pastor 
3947 South Graham Street 
Seattle, Washington 98118 

Telephone: (Area 206) 723-7418 
_- - -77; 

WELCOME 
TO ALL OLD AND NEW SUBSCRiBERS 

We appreciate your concern for true orthodox Lutheranism and are certain 
that, by God’s grace, you wilt receive rich spiritual benefits through your 
faithful reading of our Concordi& Lutheran articles which are based solidly 
upon the pure and unerring Word of God. 

- $2.00 a Year - 

Give a subscription as a gift to a relative or friend. 

Send your subscriptions or renewab to 

THE CONCORblA LUTHERAN 
12472 Beacon Avenue So., Seattle, Washington 98 I78 

Please notify the Business Manager promptly upon a change of address to insure receipt of 
every issue of the Conwrdia Lutheran. The United States Post Office Department, at present, 
does not forward this publication, even within the same city. 


