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Statement of Purpose: 

To set forth in simple and. plain lan- 
guage the pure doctrine of God’s Word 
as taught by the true Lutheran Church 
in full accordance with the Book of Con- 
cord of 1580, and the Brief Statement of 
1932. 

TO show, on the basis of Scripture, 
what true Christians are to believe and 
how, out of love for their Savior Jesus 
Christ, they are to lead godly lives. 

To furnish aids for Bible study and ar- 
ticles for Scriptural devotion and medi- 
tation 

To demonstrate, by our Scriptural 
stand, that our Concordia Lutheran Con- 
ference is not a sect or a false church 
body but that the congregations which 
form it confess, teach, and practice the 
Word of God in its full truth and purity 
and use the Sacraments according to 
Christ’s institution. All who do this are 
the true visible church on earth. 

To seek out all who truly share our 
Scriptural position in doctrine and prac- 
tice, and to urge the mutual public ac- 
knowledgment of such God-given unity. 
Thus we shall be able thereafter to prac- 
tice a God-pleasing church fellowship 
with them. 

To show that we do not have among 
us a mixture of divergent teachings but 
that we are, by God’s grace, “perfectly 
joined together in the same mind and in 
the same judgment.” 

To set forth pertinent historical infor- 
mation which has a bearing upon the 
Church and to expose modern philoso- 
phical thought and the so-called scienti- 
fic theories which contradict the Word 
of God. 

To expose particularly the false tea- 
ching and practice of the various so- 
called “Lutheran” church bodies by 
comparing their teaching and practice 
with what is plainly recorded, in the 
Word of God, in the Lutheran Conbes- 
sions, and in the old orthodox Lutheran 
writings. 

To expose false teaching and practice 
wherever it makes its appearance and to 
keep abreast of the current happenings 
in the church and among the nations as 
signs of the times. 

To be truthful and factual in our re- 
porting and freely to correct any mis- 
information of which we are not aware 
and which has been called to our atten- 
tion. Also to clarify any information or 
statement of doctrine or practice which 
may be unclear to our readers or which 
may create 8 wrong impreuaioa. 



Essay delivered at t.he Sixteenth Annual Convention of the Concordia Lutheran 
Conference by Pastor E. L. Mehlberg aud printed in the Concordia Lutheran by 
Convention Resolution. 

THE EARLY AND PREPARATORY YEARS 
OF A 

CHISTIAN’S LIFE, A LIFE OF PRAISE TO GOD. 

- Continued from October Issue - 

4. HIS YOuTH. 

THE YOUTHFUL CHRISTIAN, as a teenager, finds himself going 
through a most revolutionary period of life, in which he p.asses 
from childhood into adulthood. At this stage in life he finds him- 
self more and more occupied with thoughts and concerns about 
the future: what kind of a calling in life he should prepare for. 
The Christian should remember here, too, that whatever his earth- 
ly calling may turn out to be, he should be determined that it 
must serve to the praise of his wonderful, loving God. 

WITH HIS PARENTS' AND PASTOR'S encouragement the young 
Christian learns that he should commit his life into the hands of 
the ILord; that he should ask his heavenly Father, for Jesus’ sake, 
to direct, his life for him by His Holy Spirit according to His 
Word, to the glory of His name and the extension of His Church. 
To that end, as a believing and obedient child of God, he wants 
his life’s motto to be the words of Jesus: “Seek z~e first the king- 
dom of God, und His righteousness; and all these things shall be 
udded unto you,” MATTHEW 6: 33. And he also wants to make the 
same use of the wisdom of Proverbs: “Trust in the Lord with all 
thine heart; and lean not unto thine own understanding. In all 
thy ways a c kn o w 1 e d g e Him, and He shn.11 direct thy paths,” 
PROVERBS 3:5-6. 
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IN CHOOSING A VOCATION, the young Christian should, there- 
fore, place the whole matter before the Lord in prayer. He should 
listen especially to his Christian parents, pastor, and brethren, as 
they point out to him that whatever he undertakes in life, it 
should be to glorify God. To this he ought to readily agree, He 
should, therefore, carefully listen when they point out to him spe- 
cial gifts of ability with which the Lord has endowed him in 
body, and mind, and spirit. His true Christian advisers should re- 
mind him that the highest calling possible for him here on earth 
is that of being a pastor (I TIM& 1; 5: 17 ; ACTS 20: 28 ; ISAIAH 
52: 7), and, if he seems talented in that direction, they should urge 
him to give it first consideration in his life. If the Christian is a 
daughter, they should remind her that the highest calling possible 
for her is that of being a Christian homemaker (PROV. 31: IO-31 ; 
1 TIM. 2: 9-15; 5: 14; TITUS 2:4-5). Whether son or daughter, the 
Christian youth should observe the a.dvice of his Christian parents 
and teachers when, in the fear of God, he weighs all the consi- 
derations involved in choosing some calling in which he can best 
serve the Lord and his fellowmen. Whatever calling he finally is 
led to choose, under the Lord’s guidance, he should apply himself 
to the full extent in preparing for it (I PET. 5: 5-7). 

DURING THESE CRITICAL YEARS he should recognize that the de- 
vil, the seductive world, and his own sinful flesh, now especially, 
seek to overthrow his faith in Christ. Sometimes these may get 
the best of him, and he may weep bitter tears of repentance; yes, 
when that happens let him cry to God for pardon and renewed 
strength to win the battle ! Let him then never forget that the 
Savior will never forsake him, and that the Lord will give him 
the desired help, guidance, and strength to gain the victory (Ps. 
50: 15; 57: 1-2; 119: 165 ; I PET. 5: 6-U). 

DURING THIS TIME in his life the young Christian generally 
experiences the desire more and more for the companionship of 
other teen-agers. Wherever possible he shou1.d be careful to choose 
those as his companions who are of his own faith. During the 
school year and summer vacation he may meet such who belong 
to heterodox churclhes or who are total unbelievers, even scoffers. 
He should welcome this opportunity to confess his faith in an ef- 
fort to rescue them from their error and unbelief; for he should 
not be “ashamed of the Gospel of Christ: for it is the power of 
God tinto salvation to every one that believeth,” ROMANS 1: 16. 
While these associations offer him a blessed opportunity to win 
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souls for Christ, they also involve dangers to his soul. In all his 
youthful contacts he should therefore heed the Scriptural advice 
of his Christian parents and pastor. He should remember the war- 
ning word of his Lord’s faithful Apostle: “Be not deceived; evil 
conmzcnicutions corrupt good man~ers,‘9 I COR. 15: 33. 

1-1~ SHOTJLD conscientiously, like Joseph of old (GEN. 39: 7-9), 
fiee youthful lusts (II TIM. 2: 22). In all he undertakes or plans 
to undertake, let him first ask himself: Can I do this to the glory 
of God? that, then, should decide the issue for him. He must re- 
ly on God’s Word as his unfailing Guide and endless Source of 
strength and comfort in his faithful ,eRorts lby a living faith in 
Jesus to cope with the many problems and battles of his youthful 
life (Ps. 119: 97-106; I JOHN 2 :14-17). He should stay away from 
places where he cannot take his Savior with him; for example, 
where excessive drinking is carried on; where the worldly dance 
is indulged in ; where theatrical productions are offered which pre- 
sent immoral or questionable entertainment; and he should shun 
obscene literature (EPH. 5: I-21)) lest Satan poison his mind and 
destroy his soul. In all his thoughts, words, and actions he should 
prayerfully endeavor to keep his renewed heart clean and pre- 
serve a good conscience before God and men. If his companions 
turn out to be such who are leading him away from the fellow- 
ship of Jesus, he should choose rather to suffer the loss of his 
earthly friends than to lose his precious Savior ( MATT. 16: 24). 

THE YOUNG CHRISTIAN should heed the godly advice of his 
p:arents in going out on dates, and he sihould be careful first to 
obtain their full approval before taking any one seriously as a 
possible future mate (PROV. 31: lo,30 ; I COR. 7: 36-37 ; GEN. 24 A-9) 
for then God’s blessings and guidance will be with him in this 
very important matter. For that reason he should humbly accept 
the warnings of his parents and pastor against the evils of mixed 
marriages and the danger of a foolish and frivolous marriage, and 
he should note how God in His Word testifies against them (GEN. 
6 :2; Ex. 34: 12,16; DEUT. 7: 3-4 ; JOSHUA 23: 12-16; GEN. 26: 34f. ; 
JUDG. 3 :5-7; I KINGS 16: 31). He therefore should pray for and 
seek a truly Christian mate from among his own brethren in the 
faith. If the Lord le.ads him otherwise, so that he finds a prospec- 
tive mate who still does not have the saving truth, he should make 
use of the opportunity to lead such a one to the Savior and the 
full truth of His Word. And he should be careful to a.ssure him- 
self that s’he(or he, as th.e case may be) is one with him in the 
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faith before he will consider engagement. He should look forward 
t,o the day when, under the guidance of the Lord, he will be able 
to choose a Christian bride, united with him in the faith; provide 
for a happy, Christian home for her; and be the father of c;hil- 
dren, the Lord willing. He should earnestly ask the Lord to lead 
him to the one whom He has destined he should have and to give 
him the gift of diligence and success in all his preparations for 
the future (Ps. 37: 5). 

THE YOUNG CHRISTIAN should study hard in school and seek 
to prepare himself in the best possible manner for the settled life 
ahead, the life which God has planned for him. He may find it a 
real problem rightly to divide his time between his home, church, 
and school activities ; between his work, sports, and recreation. But 
here he should recognize that his parents, pastor, and other Chris- 
tian brethren want to help him, under the blessings of the Lord, 
to keep his balance, so that also during the time of his schooling 
he may give the Lord and His Word and his own spiritual needs 
always first consideration. 

WITH HIS SCHGOOLING now successfully completed and gradua- 
tion behind him, the youthful Christian is ready to undertake life 
as an adult, as a mature Christian, a responsible 
citizen of the state, in pursuit of that calling in 
life for which the Lord has especially fitted him 
(PROV. 3 :5-6 ; Ps. 32: 8 ; ISAIAH 58: 11; EPH. 4 :ll). 

WITH A HEART full of gratitude the Christian 
should praise the Lord for all the blessings showered upon him 
during the early and preparatory years of his life. He has experi- 
enced the truth of God’s Word: “Wherewithal shall a young mas. 
cleanse his wap ? by talc&g heed thereto according to Thp Word,,” 
Ps. 119: 9. 

II. 

THE MIDDLE AND ACTIVE YEARS 
OF A 

CHISTZAN’S LIFE, A LIFE OF PRAISE TO GOD. 

WITH THE CHALLENGE of adult life before him, the Christian, 
in the fe.ar of God, hu.mbly faces that challenge. He has ordinari- 
ly been prepared for it through the various educational relation- 
ships in his Christian home, in the church, and in the state. His 
body, mind, and soul-life have been well-developed and have reach- 
ed their first adult stage of maturity. He yearns now to enter in- 
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to active life to use and develop further these gifts of God to 
their full potential and ability. And he should be determined, with 
God’s help, to continue to live a life of praise to God, according 
His Word, in whatever vocation he was led, under the guidance of 
the Lord, to follow as his life’s work and calling. 

1. HIS ENTRANCE INTO ACTIVE ADULT LIFE. 

THE YOUNG CHRISTIAN, whether single or married, should con- 
fidently entrust his marital status, as he enters into active adult 
life, also into the loving hands of the Lord and thereby seek, first 
and foremost, to live a life of praise to God. 

1~ THE CASE of some Christians, the Lord has planned for 
them a single life, and He has therefore endowed them with the 
gift of continence (91 COR. 7 :7). The single life is a.lso an honor- 
able one wIhen it is lived in the fear of God and to His praise. 
1n times of persecutions and oppressions the unmarried Christian 
is able to devote his abilities and energies to the service of the 
Lord with greater concentration of purpose than the married; he 
is concerned about the things of the Lord, how he may please the 
Lord without the common distractions of married life, as the Apo- 
stle sets forth in I Corinthians 7:7, 32-35, 40. On the other hand, 
when the times are not unsettled, when marriage is greatly de- 
sired but their are no prospects, in that case the single Christian 
should not despair but leave that problem in the hands of his dear 
Savior, who does “all things well,” MARK 7: 37. He should prayer- 
fully look to the Lord for continued guidance, being assured that 
“all things work together for good to them that love God,” ROM. 
8: 28. His praise should continue to be directed to the Lord ; his 
life should continue to be Christ-centered, being assured that then 
“goodness and mercy shall follow me all the dazjs of my life: and 
I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever,” Ps. 23: 6. 

1~ THE CASE of most Christians, however, the Lord has in- 
tended that they enter marriage. Ordinarily, marria.ge is the es- 
tate in which the Lord wants His people to live (GEN. 2 :18). By 
this time in the Christian’s young life, the Lord has usually led 
him or )her to a future mate: to a wife, as his helpmeet (GEN. 2: 
18; or to a husband, as her head, EPH. 5: 22-23). 

UNDER THE BLESSINGS and guidance of the Lord, the young 
Christian should seek to obtain the consent of the parents on both 
sides before becoming engaged to ,his sweetheart. Although in the 
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eyes of God they have ‘by their engagement become husband and 
wife ( MATT. 1: 19, 20, 24), still they should not live together as 
such until the public wedding ceremony has taken place; for com- 
mon, Christian decency requires this and, in most States,, also the 
Civil Law. The Clhristian couple ordinarily should desire a church 
wedding, in order that they may begin their married life with the 
assurance of the full blessings of God and of their parents and 
brethren. They should desire and earnestly strive to that end that 
their ma,rriage may redound entirely to the praise of God. 

THE CHRISTIAN SPOUSES should take their marriage vows seri- 
ously, with the full intention, under God, to carry them out du- 
ring their lives. He promises, as the God-appointed head of his 
wife, to love and cherish her until death parts them; she promi- 
ses, as the God-a,ppoint,ed helpmeet of her husband, to love and 
obey him until death parts them ( GEN. 2: 18 ; I PET. 3: l-7; EPII. 
5: 22-33; MATT. 19: 6; I C~OR. 7: 12-14). He promises faithfully to 
provide for his family (I TIM. 5: 8)) and she promises faithfully 
to manage the affairs of her househ.old (PROV. 31: 10-31). Let them 
both confidently look to God alone for the grace to carry out these 
Christian promises (JOHN 16: 23-24 ; MATT. 6: 19-34; Ps. 37: 5,23- 
25; MATT. 7: 7-29; LUKE 12: 15; EPH. 3: 13-21), and they will most 
surely find reason during all the days of their wedded bliss to 
praise Him for His promised grace (Ps. 23 ; PHIL. 4: 4-13) ! 

As FAITHFUL CHRISTIANS they should regulate their marital 
relationship according to God’s revealed will (GEN. 2: 24; I: 28; I 
COR. 7: 2-5; 1: THESS. 4:4 ; HER. 13: 4; PROV. 5: 15-19; ECCL. 9: 9). 
They will then also look to the Lord for the blessing of: children 
if it be His will to grant them the gift of parenthood (GEN. 1:22- 
28; Ps. 100:3; 113:9; 12733-5; 128; I TN. 2A.5; 5:14). Since 
God’s Word says that “children are an heritage of the Lord: and 
the frwit of the womb is His reward”; that “lzappy is the man 
that hath tzis quiver full of them,” Ps. 127:3-5; and since the Lord 
plans and regulates the number of children eaeIh Christian couple 
shall have by Himself granting or withholding fruitfulness (GEN. 
31.7:21;29: 31; 30%2,22; 33:5; 16:2; 20:18 ;JoBI:I-~;LuKE~: 57- 
58) ; for that reason they should t r u s t i n gl y and gl a dl y permit 
God’s will to be done with th:em, knowing, as Dr. C. M. Zorn 
writes: “ [God] now wills that children be born of father and mo- 
ther in wedlock until the number is reached which He has pur- 
posed to create,” (Questions on Christian Topics). Since the Lord 
alone is the Giver and Preserver (MAL. 2: 10; Ps. 36: 6; 119:73) 
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of all men, and since the Christian couple have by faith in Jesus 
su’bmitted their entire lives to IIis loving care ( Ps. 31: 15 ; I PET. 
5: 7), they should leave the divine work of bringing forth children 
entirely in the Lord’s all-wise and almighty hands ( HEB. I: 3)) re- 
fusing to usurp for themselves this exclusive privilege of God in 
granting or withholding children ; for they should not want to fol- 
low the fashion of the unbelieving and wicked world (I JOHN 5: 
19)) which is guided by the false priciples that man is the master 
of his own destiny and therefore responsible only to himself for 
all his acts (GEN. I: 28; 38: 9-10 ; I TIM. 5: 14; 2: 15). Nor should 
they permit the covetous world to make them fearful about their 
ability as Christians to support a large family, should the Lord 
graciously grant that blessing; for the Lord will provide, His pro- 
mise stands sure and certain to the end of da.ys (MATT. 6: 25-34 ; 
Ps, 37: 25; I KINGS 17: 8-16; MATT. 28: 20). The young married 
couple, as faithful Christians, will believe, in harmony with the 
revealed Word of God, that man is not t.0 be classified with the 
brute beasts of the field, but that he is the crown of God’s special 
creation (GEN. 1 and 2) and therefore the object of His special 
tender love and eternal care; they will believe, as God’s Word tea- 
ches, that God alone, as man’s Creator, is also the Master of man’s 
destiny (ECCL. Ik5; JOB 10:8-12,18; Ps. 31:15; 37:5; HEB. 1:3; 
I PET. 5: 7; PROV. 20: 24; ACTS 17: 26-27; EPH. I: 11-12 ; 2: IO ; Ps. 
57 :2). 

- coniinued - 



News Front 
Wilmot, South Dakota 

A 60~~ 
WEDDING ANNIVERSARY 

Wednesday, September 14,19- 
66, sa.w a rare milestone reached 
by a couple belonging to St. Ste- 
phen’s Lutheran Church, Wil- 
mot, S. D. On that day Mr. and 
Mrs. Gerhard Aschwege of Coro- 
na, S. D., members of this con- 
gregation, were privileged by 
the grace of God to celebrate 
their 60th wedding anniversary, 
an event which relatively few 
couples are able to observe. 

It was on September 14, 1906, 
that they were united in holy 
matrimony, and through their 
entire life they have been faith- 
ful Lutherman Christians. Both 
are now 84 years old and most 
grateful to God for all His spiri- 
tual and temporal blessings. In 
spite of the fact that Mrs. Asch- 
wege must use crutches because 
of a fall and hip injury about 6 
years ago, she and her husband 
attend divine services regularly 
unless hindered by harsh wea- 
ther or sickness. 

The words of Solomon in PRO- 
VERBS 16: 31 truly apply to this 
devout and loyal couple: “The 
hoary heard is a crown of glory, 
if it be found in the way of 
righteousness!” Their strength 
and comfort are found in the 
promise of God: “Even to your 
old age I am He; and even, to 

hoar hairs will I carry you: I 
have made, and 1 will bear; eve92 
I will carry, and w ill deliver 
you!” ISAIAH 46: 4. 

As these jubilarians move to 
the eventide of their lives, may 
the Lord of the Church continue 
t,o guide and bless them, keep 
them in good health according 
to His will, preserve them in the 
true faith, and one day bestow 
upon them the glorious crown 
of everlasting life ! 

- MISSION FESTIVAL - 

Sunday, September 25, 1966, 
was a significant day for the 
members of St. Stephen’s Lu- 
theran Church at Wilmot, S. D. 
It was their annual Mission Fes- 
tival with two special services. 

In the morning service the 
Rev. H. David Mensing, pastor 
of Peace Lutheran Church, Tin- 
ley Park, Illinois, was the guest 
speaker. His very instructive and 
inspiring message was based on 
JOHN 1: 3542a, under the th.eme, 
“HE BROUGHT HIM To JESUS!” 
Using the example of Andrew, 
Simon Peter’s brother, he em- 
phasized personal mission work 
in the life of the Christian. 

After this service, the ladies 
of the congregation served a de- 
licious noon meal in the church 
basement. 

In the afternoon service the 
local pastor, Rev. 0. W. Schaefer’ 
preached the sermon. IJsing as 
his text LUKE 14: 22-23, he spoke 
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on the theme: “THE EARNEST 
MISSION APPEAL OF OUR LORD: 
‘CO&IPEL THEM To COME IN’!” 
He pointed out that this appeal 
embraces all people, that the 
“compelling” is to be done 
through the preaching of the 
Gospel, and that it serves the 
purpose of filling God’s house, 
His beloved Church. 

The total offering from these 
two services amounted to $146 
.63. This money will be used in 
our Conference to help spread 
the precious Gospel which a sin- 
ful and w,a#r-weary world so sore- 
ly needs in these 1,atter days. 

The Lord granted cool and 
sunny weather for this occasion, 
and those in attendance, having 
enjoyed a day of edification and 
Christi.an fellowship, returned to 
their homes with the solemn 
prayer on their lips: 
Oh, sprea.d the conquest of Thy 

Word 
And let Thy kingdom com,e, de,ar 

Lord! 

- A DOUBLE FESTIVAL - 

October 30, 1966, was a me- 
morable day for the members off 
St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church, 
of Wilmot, S. D. On that day a 
double festival was observed in 
a special service of praise and 
thanksgiving. 

First, this service took note of 
the blessed work of the Refor- 
mation through Dr. Martin Lu- 
tlher and the 449th anniversary 

of the nailing of the 95 Theses 
to the door of the Castle Church 
in Witteriberg, Germany. The 
congregation sang the beloved 
battle hymn of the Reformation, 
“A Mighty Fortress is Our God.” 

Secondly, the Wilmot congre- 
gation observed the 15th anni- 
versary of its reorganization as 
St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church 
following a severance of fellow- 
ship with the Missouri Synod in 
late 1951 for doctrinal reasons. 
One year later the present house 
of worship was formally dedica- 
ted to the glory of God. To ex- 
t,ol their heavenly Father for His 
rich spiritual blessings during 
all these years, the members 
joined in songs of praise and in 
prayers of thanksgiving. 

Pastor 0. W. Schaefer deli- 
vered the sermon on the theme: 
"THANKS BE TO GOD FOR THE 
EVERLASTING GOSPEL !” and he 
based his message on REV. 14: 
6-7. 

May God continue to bless 
both pastor and people and keep 
them loyal to His Word of truth 
unto the end. 

-0. w. s. 
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