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To show, on the basis of Scripture,
what true Christians
are to believe and
how, out of love for their Savior Jesus
Christ, they are to lead godly lives.
To furnish aids for Bible study and articles for Scriptural
devotion and meditation.
To demonstrate,
by our Scriptural
stand, that our Concordia Lutheran
Conference is not a sect or a false church
body but that the congregations
which
form it. confess, teach, and practice. .the
Word of God in its full ,truth and purity
and use the Sacraments
according
to
Christ’s institution.
All .who do this are
the true visible church on earth.
To seek out all who truly share our
Scriptural
position in doctrine and practice, and to urge the mutual public acknowledgment
of such God-given unity.
Thus we shall be able thereafter
to practice a God-pleasing
church fellowship
with them.
To show that we do not have among
us a mixture of divergent teachings but
that we are, by God’s grace, “perfectly
joined together in the same mind and in
the same judgment.”
To set forth pertinent historical
information which has a bearing upon the
Church and to expose modern philosophical thought and the so-called scientific theories which contradict
the Word
of G.od.
To expose particularly
the false teaching and practice of the varioua so“Lutheran”
called
church
bodies by
comparing
their teaching
and ‘practice
with what is plainly
recorded in the
Word of God, in the Lutheran
Con&ssions, and in the old orthodox Lutheran
writings.
To expose false teaching and practice
wherever it makes its appearance and to
keep abreast of the current happenings
in the church and among the nations as
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of the times.

To be truthful
and factual in our reporting and freely to correct any misinformation
of which we are not aware
and which has been called to our attention. Also to clarify any information
or
statement of doctrine or practice which
may be unclear to our readers or which
may create a wrong impression.

THE

BIBLE

THANKSGWING

and

T
II

hou shalt bless the Lord thy God!

Deut. 8: IO.

e hath made us and not we ourselves; we are His people
sheep of His pasture!
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one of them that trust in Him shall be desolate1

now that

I am God

. . . I will be exalted

ing praises to the Lord - declare

among

Ps. 34:22.

Ps. 46:lO.

in the earth1

the people

His doings1
Ps. 9:l 1.

iving thanks a,lwiays for all things unto God and the Father in the name
of our Lord Jesus Christ1
Eph. 5:20.
n everything

oice of +hanksgivingl

t is a good thing

o

good

thing

I Thess. 5:18.

give thanks!

Ps. 26~7.

to give thanks unto the Lordi

wi,ll He withhold

from

Ps. 92:l.

them that walk uprightly1

Ps. 84:1 I.

ive thanks unto the Lord;. call upon His ‘name!

Ps. 105:l.
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THlEi NEW
A

Time

CHURCH
For

ON NOVEMBER 28 the Christian Church entered the season
of Advent and thus began a new
church year. What this year has
in store for us only God knows,
but we are not frightened because our Lord still assures us,
“Lo, I an%with you alway, even
unto the end of the woyld!” MT.
28:20. And again, “Fear thou
not, for I am with thee; be not
dismayed, for I am thy God!”

IS. 41: IO. In these and other
passages we find strength, comfort, and peace for the weeks
and months ahead. Joy can reign
in our hearts a.s-we set out on
another year of grace.
WE REJOICE, first, because the
Lord is still our God and Shepherd. In PSALM 100:3, David
writes: “Know ye that the Lord
He is God . . . we are His people,
and the sheep of His pasture!”

While millions grope in spiritual
darkness and serve false gods,
we by grace through faith know
and serve the true God. We are
His own, not only by creation,
but also by redemption
and
sanctification. He sent His Son
to redeem us and to purify unto
Himself a peculiar people zealous of good works. This Savior
is also our good Shepherd, who
watches over us and provide,s
for us. As members of His flock,
assured of His continued love

YEAR

Rejoicing
and care, wlhat or whom shall we
fear? No one can harm us, and
no one shall be able to pluck us
out of His hands. In this comforting truth we rejoice as the
new church year begins.
SECONDLY, this is a time for
rejoicing because thereis a safe
road through life with Jesus. As
we journey through this vale of
tears, there are many dangers,
and without proper direction we
would soon come to grief and
perish. Many have sought to
travel through life without the
Savior, trusting in their own ability, wisdom, and merit. But
of them the Bible says: “They
became vain in their imagination, and professing themselves
to be wise, they became fools!”
ROM. 1~21-22. Their

road can
only lead to doom and perdition.
THE RIGHT ROAD is the road of
God’s mercy and goodness. To
His mercy we can flee every day
and seek forgiveness for all our
sins. The light on our path and
the lamp unto our feet is the
Gospel, which assures us of the
Lord’s guiding and sustaining
grace. ISAIAH writes, “The Lord
will be a hiding place from the
wind and a covert from the tempest!” ISAIAH. 32:3. Under His

wings we are safe, and He is
our Shield and Buckler. This
truth also puts joy into our
119

hearts.

foundation of our faith and life!
This Word of God abides forever. Upon its truth we take our
stand, immovable and steadfast.
May God preserve
His pure
FVord unto us and unto our children !
LET US THEN with rejoicing
go forward in this new church
year, growing in grace and dedicating all we are and have to
God’s honor and glory! To that
end we pray:

we rejoice because
the old truths of God’s Word
still stand firm.. David writes,
“His truth endureth to all generations!” PSALM 100: 5b. We live
in times that are marked by
much religious confusion and
doctrinal error, even in churches which once were orthodox.
Many strange voices are being
heard, and thousands are being
misled by such as lie and deceive
by God’s name.
WHAT JOY should be ours that
the pure Bible is still in our pos,.session and r e m a i n s the only
FINALLY,

Around
[With

Redeemer, come, I open. wide
My h(eart to thee, here, Lord,
abide!
-0. w. s.

the World
Editorial

A. GROUP OF prominent Dutch
Belgian, German, and British
this year
theologians earlier.
wrote of a possible new way to
look at the doctrine of the Lord’s
Supper. They u s ed the term
“ transignifica~tion” -a transfer
of meaning or symbol, with the
change in. the Eucharist centered chiefly on the faith of the beli.ever. In answer to these Roman
Catholic theologians the Roman
Pope reaffirmed the Roman Catholic teaching concerning the
.Lord’s Supper in an encyclical
letter called “Misterium Fidei.”
Tihe encyclical, 6,500 words, was
addressed to all Roman Catholic
bishops, priests, and faithful. In
it the Pope sets forth the Roman

Comment)

Catholic teaching of “transubs tan tiation” wherein
the very
substance of the bread and wine
is said to change into the body
and blood of Christ while the
characteristics, or “accidental”
appearances, remain as before.
Pope Paul said in his encyclical
letter he believed he had to speak
out because there had been some
confusion among the faithful.
Here again we see that the Roman Catholic Church has no intention whatsoever of changing
its false doctrines. Pope John, at
the opening of the Ecumenical
Council, publicly pledged his allegiance to all the teachings of
th,e Roman Catho1.k Church as
set forth
particularly
in the
I20

Council of Trent, Pope Paul, his
successor, continues
to do the
same. The Romun Catholic doct&n,e of troxsubstuntiation
is
contrary to the Word of God
which teuches in I Cor. I&16;
1k26-228 that bread and wine
a,re still present in the Sacmm.ent. In the Lord’s Supper we
receive the body und blood of the
Lord Jesus in, with, an.d under
the consecrated bread a.nd wine.
The m/ode of union between the
b.ody of Christ and the brend and
wine is indeed a mysterry. (See
Mutt. i6:26-28; M\ark I.&RR-2.4;
Luke 22:19-20; I Cor. II :23-25)

-M.

Mission
Wilmot,

L. N.

Festival
at
South

Qakota

SUNDAY,SEPTEMBER 26J965,

was a significant
day for the
members of St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church at Wilmot, S. D. It
was their annual Mission Festival with two special services.
IN THE MORNING SERVICE the
Rev. E. L. Mehlberg, pastor of
Christ Lutheran
Church and
professor of our Seminary in
Milwaukee, Wisconsin, was the
guest speaker. His very instructive and edifying message was
based on Gal. 6:7-IO, under the
theme: “Our Holy Mission in
this Life!” He pointed out that
with God’s help we are to 1) Sow

to the SpGit! and 2) Do Good to
all Men!
-!lFTER TgIS SERVICEthe ladies

of the congregation served a tasty noon meal in the church basement.
IN THE AFTERNOON

SERVICE

the local pastor, the Rev. 0. W.
Schaefer, preached the sermon.
Using Isaiah 4~.
f)* ‘?I
A as his text,
he spoke on the theme: “The
Christian Church -the Divinely
Established Mission Society here
on Earth!” He presented fir&j

the proof for this truth from the
Mission command, parables, and
other sayings of the Lord; and
secondly, the application of this
truth in our daily lives for rei
proof, improvement, and comfort.
THE TOTAL OFFERING from
these two services amounted to
$147.19. This money will be used
in our Conference to help spread
the precious Gospel which a sinsick and war-torn world so sorely needs in these latter days.
THE LORD gr’anted sunny and
brisk fall weather for this occasion, and t h OSe in attendance,
having enjoyed a day of edification and Christian
fellowship,
returned to their homes with the
solemn prayer on their lips:
Lord of Harvest, let their be
Joy and strength to work for
Thee;
Till the nations far and near
See Thy light and learn Thy
f ear!
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“Sanctify

then2 them, through Thy truth:

Thy Woj*d is truth,”

JOHN 17: 17.
“YES,” they say, “God’s Word
is indeed the truth, but is not
God’s Word to a great extent unclear and therefore very apt to
be misunderstood? Do not even
all heretics base their claims on
the Scriptures, and have not
thousands u p o n thousands among those who believed God’s
Word erred ?” -Of course a person can err even though he believes God’s Word but not in
those matters in which a person
takes his stand firmly on God’s
Word. God’s Word is not unclear and incapable of being understood but plain, clear, and
‘certain in all articles of faith.
‘Ve /2ave," says Peter, “also a

sence of the body and blood of
Jesus in the Lord’s Supper? Are
not Christ’s words c 1ear and
plain : “This is my body”; “This
is my blood,” (MATT. 26: 26,28 ;
MARK 14: 22,24 ; LUKE 22: 19-20 ;
I COR. 11:24-25) ? Why is it that
these same Sectarians do not believe in the regenerating and saving power of Baptism? Are not
Christ’s Words clear and plain:
“Except a m.an be born of water
and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God”;
“He that believeth and is baptised shall be saved,” (JOHN 3:

nzore sure word of prophecy;
whereunto ye do well that ye
take heed, as unto a light thut
shineth in a dark plare,” II PET.

1: 19. That believers also err in
articles of faith is not because
God’s Word is unclear and incapable of being understood, but
because only too often those who
believe in the Bible follow their
(sinful) reason, ,their self-conceit, their heart, their prejudices or human prestige, instead
of following the clear Word of
God. For example, why is it that
the entire Reformed
Church
does not believe in the real pre-

5; MARK 16: 16) ? -Why is it
that they do not believe in God’s
universal grace and in Christ’s
universal redemption ? Are not
these words of God c 1e a r and
plain: “The Lord . . . is not willing that any should perish”;
“Christ gave Himself a ransom
for ,all,” (II PET. 3: 9 ; I TIM. 2:

6) ? -Why is it that they do not
believe tha.t Christ, according to
His human nature is everywhere
present? Are not Christ’s words
which He spoke when He was
still in the state of humiliation
clear and plain: “No ma.n ascended up to h,eaven, but he that
ca.me down from heaven, even
the Son of MAN WHICH IS IN
HEAVEN," (JOHN 3: 13) ? -Why

122

is it that many who confess their
belief in God’s Word, nevertheless do not believe in the freedom
of Christians from the law of a
special sabbath day? Isn’t God’s
Word ckar and p1ai.n: “Let no
man thewfore judge you in meat
or in drinlk or in respect of an
holy day or of the new moon or
of the Sabbath days: which are
a shadolv of things to come; but
the body is of Christ,” (COL. 2:
1647? -Why is it that in our

cometh, shall He find faith on
earth ?” (LUKE 18: 8) ? -Why

u
royal priesthood, an holy nation,
a, peculiar people; that ye should
show forth the praises of Him1
who hath called you out of darkness into His mapvel,ous light”;
“ALL THINGS are your’s” (I PET.
2:9; I COR. 3:21) ? -Why is it

that many in our day do not
want to believe that the congregation has the final jurisdiction
in the Church ? Is not Christ’s
Word clear and plain:
“If he
neglect to hear them,” namely,
other admonishing brethren,
“tell it unto the church; but if
he neglect to hear the CHURCH,
let him be unto thee as an heathen man and a publican,” (MT.

kkgdom of God cometh not with
observation; neither shall they
say, Lo, h.ere! or Lo, there! For,
behold, the kingdom of God is
within you,” (LUKE 17: 20-21) ?

--Why is it that many in oul
day dream of a special thousand
years of glory for the church before the end of the world? Is
not Christ’s Word c 1e a r and
plain:
“Whm2 the Son of man

day glany deny that all believing
Christians of the New Testament possess priestly honor and
thereby all the original priestly
rights, offices-, and authority? Is
not God’s Word clear and plain:
YE cre a chosen generation,

dom and has the promise, is not
a visible institution but an invisible Kingdom ? Is not Christ’s
“The
Word clear and plain:

is it, finally, that so many in our
day draw even clearly revealed
teachings of the divine Word into open question with the result
that there is falsification
of
those teachings in the church?
Is not Christ’s Word clear and
plain: “A littl~e lenven leaveneth
the whole lump”; “He that hath
My Word, let him s p e a#k My
Word faithfully.
What is the
chuff to the wheat P” (GAL. 5: 9 ;
JER. 23 :28) ? -As long,. there-

fore, as we stand unwaveringly
on the Word of God, so long can
we be of good courage, .for in
the pure Word of God we really
have the infallible truth, in spite
of the fact that we are all capable of falling into error.

18: 17) ? -Why is it that many
in our day re j ect the teaching
that the Church of Chri.st, in its
real sense, which is His King-

Taegliche Hausandacht

(Daily Family Devotions)
C. F. W.Walther (Crull)
-Translated
by E. L. M.
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The name “Lutheran”, where
does it come from? Obviously, it
is derived from the last name of
the Reformer, Martin LUTHER.
He was not the one who told his
followers to call themselves after
his name ; in fact, at first he objected to the name. John Eck,
the avowed enemy of Luther and
the defender of the Roman Papacy, was the first one to call
the adherents of the Reformer,
Lutherans.
And, thereafter, it
was the common designation
used by the enemies of Luther to
belittle and insult him, his teachings, and his followers. Later
on, the Lutherans decided to retain this name which had been
given to them by their adversaries; for it signified the pure
doctrine taught by Luther.
There are those today who object to the name “Lutheran” and
to prove their objection they cite
I Corinthians, chapter 3, where
the Apostle Paul chastises the
members of the congregation because of their factionalism
;
some held to Paul, others to Appollos, and still others to Peter
(Cephas). Let us note carefully,
however, that these were factions not because of the teachings, but rather
persons.

because of the

There are others who declare:
What do I care about Luther, I

believe in Christ! Yet, by the
same token, .Luther is not to be
rejected, for he, like the Apostle
Paul, preached nothing but the
Lord Jesus and Him crucified.
The Apostle Paul wrote to his
“Be not
co-laborer, Timothy,
thou therefore ash.amed of the
testimony of the Lord, NOR OF
ME HIS PRISONER" (II Tim.123).

Let us furthermore
remember
that it was Luther
through
whom the Lord restored
His
Word in all its truth and purity.
And the Scriptures enjoin upon
US, Vkw~ember them which have
the rule over you, who have spoken unto you the Word of God:
whose faith follow, considering
the end of their conversation,”
(NEB. 13:7).

Today, there are about seventy
million people in the world
who call themselves “Lutheran”;
of these there are over 7 million
in our own country and Canada.
Yet, just because a man may
call himself a “Lutheran,” does
not mean that he really is a Lutheran, To be a Lutheran one
must possess the humble and
s,ineere at t zit u d e which Luther
had toward the Word of God!
In 1519 Luther faced the defender of the Roman Papacy,
Dr. John Eck, in public debate.
There, in Leipzig, the two of
them engaged in a schol:arly and
I 24

pointed verbal battle. Eck, of
course, sought to show that Luther was actually a heretic like
John Hus, the early Bohemian
reformer, who had been burned
at the stake. Very ably Luther
defended himself, b a s i n g his
convictions firmly upon the Bible. “The Bible alone is infallible. Even councils can err and
have erred,” Luther said to Eck.
Finally, Luther ended his debate
with Eck by saying, “I see Dr.
Eck goes into the Bible as deep
as a spider into water; nay, he
shuns it as the devil does the
cross. With all due respect to
the Fathers, I will rather hold
by the Bible.” And in Luther’s
appearance before the Emperor
in 1521, when he was asked to
reca,nt, his well-known
words
by
were: “Unless convinced
Scripture. . . I am overcome in
conscience by the Scriptures
quoted and bound in the Word
of God. Therefore I can and will
retract nothing, for it is neither
safe nor wholesome to act against conscience. Here I stand;
I cannot do otherwise. God help
me. Amen.”
Again, we see Luther at Marburg in another verbal battle
with Ulrich Zwingli, the leader
of the “Reformed”. As we know,
Zwingli and his group insisted
that Jesus meant “represents”
by the word “is” in the words of
institution of the Lord’s, Supper,
“This IS lMzj body. . .” The Word
of the Lord was sufficient for LU-

ther even though he could- not
understand how the body and
blood of Christ could be present
in the Sacrament of the Altar;
Truly, Luther’s attitude over against the Word of God was like
that of Samuel’s, “Speak; for
Thy serviant heareth,” (I SAM.
3: 10).
Unfortunately,
this attitude
does not prevail today among
many who call themselves “Lutherans.” There are those in the
Lutheran Church-Missouri
Synod, the American Lutheran Ch.,
and the Lutheran Church in America, who very brazenly deny
the Verbal Inspiration of the
Holy Scriptures, that every word
in the Bible is indeed the Word
of God as the Apostle declares,
“We speak, not ha the words
which man’s wisdom teacheth,
but which the Holy Ghost teathe th,”
(I COR. 2: 13 ; see also

II TIM. 3:16). There are men
within these various synods who
deny the Scriptural teachings of
Objective Justification
(that
God, for Jesus’ sake, has already
forgiven the sins of all men), of
Conversion, of Predestination,
the physical resurrection of the
Lord Jesus from the dead, the
bodily resurrection of the dead
on the Last Day, etc. Although
such may call themselves “Lutheran.s,” they are not, for everzj
true Lutheran accepts
every
Word of God whether he understands it or not!

Not only does every true Lu125

theran believe every word that
the Lord has spoken in the Holy
Scriptures, but he also brings
forth the fruits of his faith as
evidence to show that the faith
which dwells within his heart is
not a dead faith but a genuine
and living faith. The Apostle
Paul states, “If any man be in
Christ, he is a new creature,”
(11 COR. 5:17).
Luther showed that his f.aith
was a living faith. Of course, the
enemies of the Word of God
sought to malign Luther. To this
day, one still hears now and then
the ignorant charge that Luther
left the Roman Church so that
he could get married. Yet, Luther began the Reformation in
1517 and never married until
IX%, and then chiefly at the insistence of his close friends !
Generally speaking, however,
we find that the majority of Roman Catholic and secular historians testify to his great piety in
word and in deed. Dr. Luther,
in speaking about the fruits of
faith, writes, “The chief thing
that should influence’ a Christian’s outward walk is the remembrance of his calling and
appointment by God. He should
be mindful why he is called a
Christian and live consistently.
He must shine before the world;
that is, through his life and
God’s work, the Word and the
name of Christ the Lord must be
exalted. Show by your manner
of living that you seek a higher

good than the world seeks, that
you have indeed received far
greater blessings. Let your lives
honor and glorify the Lord who
has given you such blessings.
The so-called Christian life that
does not honor Christ makes its
sin the more heinous for the
name it bears”
May. we then, dear fellow Lutherans, be able to ,declare with
a famous man who, wlhen ridiculed because of his Lutheran
faith, said, “If I be asked whether with heart and lips I ‘confess that faith which God has
restored to us by Luther as His
instrument, I have no scruple,
nor have I a disposition
to
shrink from the name Lutheran.
Thus understood, I am, and shall
to my dying hour remain, a Lutheran.”
Your servant in Christ,
M. L. Natterer, President

God, Thou who art ever true,
From whose heart and mouth
proceedeth
lVaught but grace, truth,
through and through;
On, this Rock where me Christ
leadeth
Let me, too, there firmly build,
With Thy Truth alone be filled.
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