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ith the words of Jesus to 
His disciples, “Peace be 
unto Z~OU!" [JOHN 20: Zl] 

as their motto, the p,astors & lay 
delegates of the Conc.ordia Lu- 
theran Conference assembled at 
Peace Ev. Lutheran Church, 
Tinley Park, Illinois, June 19-21, 
1964, for their fourteenth an- 
nual convention. There in a beau- 
tiful new church building amid a 
scenic sylv#a,n setting the repre- 
sentatives of our churches ga- 
thered to discuss and decide up- 
on the work of Christ’s kingdom. 
The official Proceedings of the 
convention, giving more detailed 
information, will, God willing, 
be printed as soon as possible. In 
the meantime a brief resume of 
the 1964 convention is herewith 
oRered. 

The convention proper began 
on Friday, June 19, with a di- 
vine service. President H. David 
Mensing, Tinley Park, Illinois, 
delivered an edifying sermon on 
the theme: “Figh.t the Good 
Fight of Flaith!” and based his 
message on I TIM. 6: 12. Pastor 
E. L. Mehlberg of Milwaukee 
served as liturgist. An offering 
was received for the General 
Fund of the Conference. 

On Sunday morning, June 21, 
another divine service was held 
in which Holy Communion was 
celebrated. Pastor A. J. Cordes, 
Empire, Oregon, preached an in- 
structive and comforting sermon 

on John 14:27, using the con- 
vention motto: “Peace Be Unto 
You!” as the theme of his mes- 
sage. The host pastor served as 
liturgist. The offering taken at 
this service helped to defray con- 
vention expenses of the local 
congregation. 

Six pastors, six lay delegates, 
and 29 visitors were in atten- 
dance at this convention. Travel- 
ing by car and train, people 
came from the states of Wash- 
ington, Oregon, South Dakota, 
Wisconsin, and Illinois. 

Each session of the conven- 
tion was preceded by an appro- 
priate devotion. In addition, an 
instructive and enlightening es- 
say on “The Scriptwal Rektion 
between Justification and Sanc- 
tification” was read by Pastor P. 
R. I3loede1, Seattle, Washington. 
Various committee reports were 
also made to the Conference. 

The convention adopted a bud- 
get for the coming fiscal year of 
$6,714. Of this amount $2,440 
has been earmarked for the Se- 
minary (salary and supplies) & 
$2,040 ha:s been designated as a 
subsidy grant to St. Luke% Lu- 
theran Church, Seattle, Wash. 
However, this l’atter item & the 
needs of the Seminary are sub- 
jec.t to the approval of the Con.- 
ference congregations through a 
referendum to be presented to 
our constituency by the Presi- 
dent. 



We now present some of the 
important r e:s o 1 u t i on s which 
were adopted at the convention. 

Acting on a memorial from St. 
John’s Lutheran Church, Leba- 
non, Oregon, concerning a Free 
Conference scheduled for Water- 
loo, Iowaa, July 7 - 9, 1964, the 
convention r e s o 1 v e d that the 
chairman of the Committee on 
Lutheran Union, together with 
one layman, or another pastor & 
layman appointed by him, attend 
this Conference on an individual 
basis for the limited purpose, 
,at this time, of observation and 
Christian testimony. All expen- 
ses are to be paid by the Confer- 
ence treasury, and a report is to 
be submitted to the Committee 
on Lutheran Union. 

In the light of the report of 
the Committee on Missions the 
convention resolved strongly to 
urge the Seattle congregation to 
do everything within its power 
to purchase church-owned pro- 
perty as soon as desirable pro- 
perty becomes available and this 
is financially feasible. 

Also in the light of the report 
of the Committee on Missions it 
was resolved to urge every 
Christian in our Conference to 
resolve, under the Lord’s direc- 
tion, to be more active in person- 
ally bringing the Gospel to the 
unchurched ; to remind ourselves 
that the Lord blesses our endea- 
vors in His own way and at His 
own time; and to pray for more 
grace to sacrifice more of this 

world’s goods for the financial 
needs of our congregations and 
Conference. 

It was also resolved to urge 
each of our voters’ assemblies to 
plan for and adopt orderly plans 
of congregational mission work 
in their own communities with 
the aim of building, not particu- 
larly their congregations, b u t 
the Church of Christ. 

Upon recommendation of the 
Committee on Theological Edu- 
cation in response to a memorial 
concerning Parochial Teacher 
Training, submitted by Saint 
Paul’s Luther,an Church, Em- 
pire, Oregon, at last year’s con- 
vention, it was resolved to es- 
press our favorable attitude to- 
ward parochial schools; to de- 
fer the matter of inaugurating a 
Parochial Teacher Training pro- 
gram because of our limited fi- 
nancial ability and until such 
time as the shortage of minis- 
terial students is alleviated ; to 
authorize the Committee on The- 
ological Education to develop 
GulideZines for parochial teacher 
training to be presented at the 
1965 convention; and to encour- 
age young people blessed with 
teaching talents to pursue stu- 
dies at a secular institution of 
higher learning with the pros- 
pect of taking parochial teacher 
training at a later date. 

Upon recommendation of the 
Committee on Theological Edu- 
cation in response to a memorial 
concerning “An Invitation to 
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Lay Ghristiaw who /wish to obey 
Romuns 16:.17-J 8” submitted by 
St. Paul’s, Empire, Oregon, at 

last year’s convention, it was re- 
solved to express our deep con- 
cern for the spiritual welf.are of 
such as have separated from 
their church body for doctrinal 
reasons; to urge each congrega- 
tion in our midst to determine 
the best possible manner of 
reaching and serving those who 
seek our fellowship, but live too 
far away from one of our chur- 
ches ; to advise such Christians 
to write to any pastor in our 
Conference, requesting member- 
ship in his congregation; and 
each month to print a complete 
roster of our congregations in 
the Goncodia Ldheran. 

Upon recommendation of the 
Committee on Sunday School 
Materials the convention author- 
ized the printing of Series I of 
the Primary Leaflets in a single- 
sheet format at the cost of about 
$15.00 per lesson, this work to 
be done by our Print Shop in Se- 
attle. These are to be ready fox 
use by September, 1965. 

With reference to a future 
Conference Fkblkhing Howe, 
the convention r e s o 1 v e d that 
Pastor Bloedel continue to oper- 
ate the Print Shop in Seattle in 
its service to the Conference; 
that he possibly enlarge the uti- 
lization of the Print Shop and 
begin some development toward 
the eventual establishment of a 
Conference owned-and-operated 

Publishing House by engaging 
the services, on a part-time hour- 
ly basis, of one of our laymen in 
Seattle; and that our congrega- 
tions be encouraged to beseech 
the Lord to bless our feeble en- 
deavors in this direction and to 
that end help to build the Gener- 
al Fund of our Conference. 

In the light of the report of 
the Tract Committee, it was 
resolved to thank the Committee 
for its diligent efforts under the 
Lord in the past and encourage 
it to continue in its zeal to make 
the pure Word known to the 
world; to authorize the commit- 
tee to make our tracts available 
to carefully selected Christian 
Book stores, to pastors outside 
of our fellowship by means of di- 
rect mail advertising, and to 
others through advertising in- 
serts in the Goncordia Lutheran; 
and to make $200 available to 
the Tract Committee, as. needed 
during the year, to carry out its 
work, 

The convention further re- 
solved to express its gratitude to 
Christ Lutheran Church, Mil- 
waukee, Wisconsin, for its deci- 
sion to pay $100.00 per month 
toward the support of its pastor, 
who is also instructor in our 
Seminary, thus leaving the Con- 
ference’s share of the support at 
$200.00 per month. 

The convention also resolved 
that for the sake of more posi- 
tive planning with a view to- 
ward better congregational re- 
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presentation the third Sunday in 
June of every year be set aside 
as Convention Sunday. 

The following were elected for 
the coming year: 

PRESIDENT 
Rev. M. L. Natterer 

VXE-PRESIDENT 
Rev. 0. W. Schakfer 

SECRETARY 
Rev. A. J. Gordes 

TREASURER 
Mr. E. P. Bloedel 

BOARD MEMBER-AT-LARGE 
Mr. Walter Fischer 

The Editorial Committee con- 
sists of Pastor E. L. Mehlberg, 
editor; Pastor H. D. Mensing, 
assistant editor; and Mr. Mar- 
tin Luedtke, business manager. 
The Committ.ee on Theological 
Education consists of Pastor P. 
It. Bloedel, Pastor H. D. Men- 
sing, Mr. P*aul Luedtke, and Mr. 
David Mensing. The Committee 
on Missions consists of Pastor 
E. L. Mehlberg, Mr. Kenneth 
Ahlmann, and Mr. Henry Boch- 
mann. Mr. V. K. Bloedel, Mil- 

waukee, Wisconsin, was re-elec- 
ted as the layman on the Com- 
mittee on Lutheran Union. 

The time and place of next 
year’s convention will be deter- 
mined when an official invita- 
tion has been received from any 
of our congregations. 

The convention concluded its 
official business late Sunday eve- 
ning, June 21. 

For the inspiration afforded 
by the sermons, devotions, and 
essay ; for the fine Christian fel- 
lowship; for the generous hospi- 
tality of the host congregation, 
and for the wonderful cooper’a- 
tion of all, we laud and magnify 
the Lord of the Church. May He 
give us all new zeal and courage. 
to go forth and serve Him with 
all our heart ! May His blessings 
re’st upon our consecrated endea- 
vors to His honor and glory and 
to the welfare of immortal souls ! 

“The work of our hands 
establish Thou it!” Ps. 90: 17. 

-0. W. Schaefer, Sec’y 

Are You A Bibile-loving Christian? 
In many homes today there is message with others. He is to be 

a Bible, but it is not used proper- a Bible-loving Christian, and 
ly or at all. At best it is’ a dust- great will be the divine blessings 
catcher and just another book showered upon Him. 
alongside other pieces of litera- God intended that His holy 
ture on the shelf. It is, however, Word should be read. In ISAIAH 
God’s will that man read, study, we find this: “Seek pe out the 
believe, live according to Holy Book of the Lord and READ!" [Is. 
Scripture, and share its precious 34: 16.1 Great disrespect is heap- 
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ed upon God and the EibIe when 
people fail to read it and offer 
all manner of vain excuses. The 
Bible-loving Christian will in- 
deed %earch the Scriptures” 
daily and with reverence. 

It is also God’s will that man 
hear the Word where it is read 
and taught. Just to be present at 
a service is not enough if the 
heart is not open to the message 
presented and rea.dy to receive 
the Truth. The Savior pleads 
with people not to forsake the 
assembling of themselves toge- 
ther [HEBREWS l&25], and a 
Bible-loving Chri.stian will go to 
church where he can hear God’s 
Word aright and learn more for 
his faith and life. 

But more is necessary than 
just reading and hearing the 
Word of God. All the statements 
of Holy Writ must be accepted 
in true faith. Too many in our 
day accept only what they choose 
to believe. They hold that the Ei- 
ble must be adapted to our times 
and therefore believe only cer- 
tain portions of the Bible. 
Others say what is contrary to 
reason and science cannot be ac- 
cepted. But the Bible-loving 
Christian remembers the stern 
warning in Revelation 22 that if 
anyone adds or takes away from 
Scripture, God will take away 
his p.a.rt out of the Book of life. 
Whatever Jesus tells us in His 
Word must be true, for He can- 
not lie, and therefore we are to 
believe ALL of it. 

The Bible-loving Christian is 
also a doer of God’s Word. As he 
learns what his Master has com- 
manded and forbidden, he will 
pray: “The God of peace make 
me perfect in every good work 
to do His will!” And w;hile he 
can never reach perfection in 
this life, he will strive, with the 
help of God, to crucify the flesh, 
put on t.he new man, and draw 
nearer to his Lord and Savior. 

Finally, the Bible-loving 
Christian will also keep the say- 
ings of Christ. T+his means that 
a sincere follower of the Lord 
will retain the truths he has 
learned and guard them against 
any tampering, perversion, and 
misuse. Where false teachings & 
interpretations arise, they are to 
be removed at once lest a little 
leaven leavens the whole lump. 
In the face of all man-made doc- 
trines Holy Writ must be defen- 
ded at all costs. The Bible must 
remain first in our lives, un- 
touched by Satanic poison. Then 
it can cont.inue to be the power 
of God and the wisdom of God. 

Are you a. Bible-loving Chris- 
tian, who reads, hears, accepts, 
does, and keeps the Word of 
God? Then ~70~ can declare with 
the poet: 

“Thy Word is everlasting 
Tru<th; 

How pure is e/uery page! 
That holy Book shall guide 

our youth 
And well support our age!” 

-0. ?V. s. 
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Wo Fan can serve two masters: for either 
he will hate the one, and love the other; or 
else he will hold to the one, and despise the 
other. Ye cannot serve God and mammon.” 

MATTHEW 6:24. 
e--t 

person’s god is that which 
he holds to be the greatest 

and highest good in the world, in 
heaven and on earth. What he 
therefore loves above everything 
el#se as being the highest good; 
whose loss he for that reason 
fears above everything else, and 
which he therefore trusts above 
all things; wherein .he seeks his. 
highest joy ; from which he ex- 
pects to obtain livelihood thru- 
out his life, protection in all dan- 
ger,- deliverance out of all trou- 
ble, in short, that from which 
he expects the best interests of 
his welfare. Whoever has some- 
thing like this, whoever believes 
this of a thing and for that rea- 
son becomes very much addicted 
or devoted to it, for him this is 
his god, in whom he really be- 
lieves and whom he serves. 

If now this is true (as it unde- 
niably is), so also this is undeni- 
able that the god of this world, 
which it believes and serves, is 
not the true God, not that invis- 
ible Eeing which has created 
heaven and earth, but it is really 
nothing else than “marnmon.” 
Yes, mammon is the almighty 
god which in all lands confronts 

the human heart and to which 
all the wealthy pay the highest 
tribute. No class of people is ex- 
cluded in which this god, mam- 
mon, does not have his faithful 
servants. Even the most wealthy, 
who otherwise do not want to 
serve anybody, are ma.mmon’s 
most zealous servants. Even pre- 
sidents, kings, and princes, who 
otherwise do not want to be ser- 
vants to anyone, nevertheless, 
are the obedient subjects of this 
high monarch. Yes, even most of 
those who have been called to 
,serve as messengers of the King 
of heaven,, nevertheless, are se- 
cretly the hirelings of mammon. 
The world therefore looks upon 
the poor, who possess no mam- 
mon, as having been forsaken & 
rejected by God; on the other 
hand, the world looks upon 
wealth with re.spect and in its 
estimation whoever posse.sses it 
is an honorable man. In the city 
and in the country, in the palace 
as well as in the hut, in all stores, 
in all factories, in all market 
places, and in all streets and al- 
leys this god has his altars and 
his priests who bring him their 
sacrifices. 
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For what do most people seek 
and love above all things? Isn’t it 
mammon? Isn’t it earthly profit 
which rejoices the hearts of most 
people above everything else? 
Don’t most peoplefind their grea- 
test pleasure and consolation in 
this world in gold and silver, in 
a prosperou,s and profitable busi- 
ness, in beautiful homes and in 
a large piece of property? Why 
do people rise so early in the 
morning and sit up so late at 
night? Where does all this con- 
stant restless hustle and bustle 
through city and country come 
from? What, is it that prompts 
most discussion, thinking, rush- 
ing, and running? After what 
are they hurrying so eagerly, as 
though a heaven were at stake? 
It is the abominable mammon. 
People sacrifice everything to it, 
even that which ordinarily is 
considered the most desirable. 
People sacrifice their health, 
they work and worry themselves 
sick just to gain mammon. They 
deny them.selves a thousand 
joys ; deny themselves quiet and 

convenience, friendship, even of- 
ten honor and a good name, vir- 
tue and a good conscience, yes, 
even life itself, just to gain mam- 
mon. 

Furthermore, w.hat do people 
fear more than the loss of the fa- 
vor of this god? Don’t practical- 
ly all people consider themselves 
to be truly unfortunate if they 
h.ave lost him? Aren’t many 
thereby plunged into deadly sor- 
row? Isn’t it true that mo,st sighs 
are prompted by the loss of 
mammon or even the danger of 
possible loss of it? Yes, haven’t 
countlesls people even committed 
suicide in their great despair 
brought on by the complete loss 
of the comfort and help of mam- 
mon ? 

And whom, finally, does the 
world trust? Doesn’t it believe 
that it can have a peaceful mind 
if only it po.ssesses. much mam- 
mon? Doesn’t it consider money 
to be the correct key to its suc- 
cess? Doesn’t it for that very 
reason seek after more and more 
wealth in order finally to be rid 

SAYZlWi?S QF LIW’ 
MAMMON HAS TWO PROPERTIES: IT MAKES us SECURE, 

FIRST, WHEN IT GOES WELL WITH US, AND THEN WE 
LIVE WITHOUT FEAR OF GOD AT ALL; SECONDLY, WHEN 

IT GOES ILL WITH US, THEN WE 
TEMPT GOD,FLY FROM HIM, AND 

SEEK AFTER ANOTHER GOD! 

From: Luther’s Table-Talk, Selected by 0. W. 8. 
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of all concern for the future? 
Isn’t it the highest wish of most 
people to accumulate such great 
capital that later on in l.ife they 
can l.ay their hands in their lap 
and live solely off their money, 
namely, from the interest on it, 
so that in a marvelous manner 
their money continues with 
them, yes, increases, while they 
need do nothing but sJmply live 
off it. 

Don’t you see, isn’t mammon 
the god of the world, which it 
fears, loves, and trusts above all 
things?. There can be no doubt 
about this. 

Hence, all earthly treasure! 
Jesus is my pleasure, 
Jesus is my choice. 

Hence, a& empty sglory! 
Naught to me thy story 
Told with tempting voice. 
Pain or loss, Or shame or 

cross, 
Shall not from my Savior 

move me 
Since He deigns to love me. 

Amen. 
-The Lutheran Hymnal: 347. 

Taegliche Huusandacht 
C. F. W. Walther (Crull) 

-Translate&-by E. L. M. 

Do You Really Believe 

That The Bible 

Is God’s Word? 

Many professing Christians among the clergy and iaiiy 
-claim to believe that the Bible is God’s Word and even say: 
“1 believe that the Bible is inspired by God.” Yet upon further 

discussion of the matter, it becomes quite evident that they 

really do not believe wha.t they say. Here are some examples of 

opinions held by some, which are actually the opposite of be- 

lieving the Bible to be God’s Word. 

I. Those who claim that only direct quotations from Jesus or 
God are verbally inspired, do not believe that the Bible is 

God’s Word. The Scriptures say: “All Scripture is given by in- 

spiration of God,” II Tim. 396. And again: “Holy men of God 

spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost,” If Pet, I 12 I. For 
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example: Jesus Himself does not distinguish between what Da- 
vid quoted directly from God and what David wrote by in- 

spiration, Matt. 22:43; Mark 12:35,36;‘&uke 20:42. How can 

these people be sure that Jesus or God were perfectly quoted, 

if they cannot trust all the words which the “holy men” wrote? 

2. Those who will noi accept what Paul says, deny that the 

Bible is God‘s Word. Jesus says to Ananias of Paul: “Go 

thy way: for he [Paul] is a chosen vessel unto Me, to bear My 
name before the Gentiles, and kings, and the children of ts- 

rael,” ,Acts 9:i 5. Therefore, Paul says: “We speak not in the 

words which man’s wisdom teacheth,” I CorI 2:13. And Chris- 

tians of Paul’s day actually believed this of Paul. He says of 
the Thessalonian Christians: “For this cause also thank we God 

without ceasing, because, when ye received the Word of God 

which ye heard of us, ye received it not as the word of men, 

but as it is in truth, the Word of God,, which effectually wor- 

keth also in you that believe,” I Thess. 2:f 3. 

3. Those who refuse to obey any specific command of Scrip- 

ture, show that they do not believe that the Bible is God’s 

Word. Jesus told His disciples: “Teaching them [all nations] 

to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you,” 

Mat-t. 28:20. We are also command.ed by God’s Word: “Thou 

shalt not add thereto nor diminish from it”’ Deut. I2:32, (see 

also I Samuel 15:22,23). 

4. Those who seriously suggest that one passage of God’s 
Word contradicts anoiher passage of God’s Word, deny 

that one or the other passage is really God’s Word. Jesus says 

especially of the Old Testament, “Scripture cannot be broken.” 

John 10:35. Jesus says of God’s Word which He gave to the 

disciples to pass on to us: “Thy Word is Truth.” John 17: I7,20. 
The Christian who realty believes the Bible doctrine of verb31 

inspiration, will accept every Bible passage as ‘God’s Word no 

matter how much it may seem to contradict any other passage. 

5. Those who put the interpretation of a commentary, or a 

church body, or an individual pastor, or their own interpre. 

tation above the Scriptures or make man’s interpretation in 

any way equal with God’s Word, deny that the Bible is God’s 

Word. Jesus says: “If ye continue in My Word, then are ye My 

disciples indeed.” John 8:3 I. God’s Word says: “Behold, I am 

against the prophets, saith the Lord, that use their tongues, 

and say, He saith.” Jeremiah 23 :3 I. 
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6. Those who add to or subtract from the Bible because they 

claim some special revelation or vision from Go-d, deny the 

Bible to be God’s Word, The Bible is sufficient the way it is. 

“And that from a child thou hast known the Holy Scriptures, 

which are able to make thee wise unto salvation through faith 

which is in Christ Jesus. All Scripture is cjven by inspiration of 

God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, 

for instruction in righteousness: That the man of God may be 

perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works.” II Tim. 3: l5- 
17. Paul, as an apostle of Jesus, says: “If any man think him- 

self to be a prophet, or spiritual, let him acknowledge that the 

things that I write unto you are the commandments of the 

Lord.” I Cor. 14:37. And again Jesus’ Apostle says: “But 

though we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel 

unto you than that which we have preached unto you-, let him 

be accursed.” Gat. I :8. Jesus therefore says: “Search the 

Scriptures.” John 5:39. 

7,. Those who take commands of God which were binding only 
upon the Jews (eq the political laws, the ceremonial laws, 

and the Sabbath Day laws which were given to the Jews at 

Mount Sinai, see Co/. 2: f 6’17) or distort or misapply commands 

which were given to particular persons (eg. “go and sell that 

tho,u hast, and give to the poor,” Mat-t. l9:2 I, which was spo- 

ken by Jesus to the rich young man) and apply it to all people, 
deny that the Bible is God’s Word. God says: “He that haih 

My Word, let him speak My Word faithfully.” Jeremiah 23:28. 

8. Those who give a figurative mean.ing to words (eg. the “is” 

in the words which Jesus spoke when He instituted the 

Lord’s Supper, Luke 22:19,20) or to Bible stories (eg. the 

creation story, the story of the Flood, the story of Jonah in 
the big fish, or the miracles of Christ) without the clear au- 

thority of Scripture, do not realty believe that the Bible is 

God’s Word. God’s Word says: “Thou shalt not add thereto 

nor diminish from it.” Deut. 12:32. Jeremiah 23:28. 

Every true Christian who realty believes that the Bible is 
God’s Word, will not hesitate to say: “Since the Holy Scrip- 
tures are the Word of God, it goes without saying that they 
contain no errors or contradictions, but that they are in alt 
their parts and words the infallible Truth, also in those parts 
which treat of historical, geographical, and other secular mat- 
ters, John 10:35.” (T k f a en rom the “Brief Statement,” Concor- 
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dia Publishing House, St. Louis, MO. 

The true Christian knows that, since God brought the mes- 

sage of salvation to him through the Bible, all of God’s Word 

mus+ be i~ue, John i’:i 7. if only a part of the Bible is God’s 

Word, he will not know what to accept or reject. The Christian 

says with the Psalmist: “Thy Word is a ,Lamp unto my feet, 

and a Light unto my path,” Psalm I 19: 105. 

Do. you want to believe that the 8ible is God’s Word? 
Read it faithfully! “Let the Word of Christ dwell in you richly,” 

Colossians 3 : I 6. 

Do you want to be sure of going to heaven when you die? 
Read and study the story before and after John 3: 16. Then 

search in the Bible for more Good News. You will find it! 

This article is also available in tract form. You may order it from:, 
3947 S. Graham St., Seattle, Wash. 98118 

Price: 1006 1.65; 506.90; 258.60; lOQ.38 

Tract No. 64/3 

The Scriptural Relation 

Between 

Justification and’ Scanctification 
This essay has to do with a subject the perversion of which has 

caused numerous. sects to ari.se in external Christendom and has 
brought about divisions and offenses even in the so-called Lutheran 
camp. Yet it is a subject which is s,o plainly and so thoroughly set 
forth in the sacred Scripture.s th.at it requires no intensive exegeti- 
cal study on the basis of the original languages to make its con- 
sideration profitable and edifying. In order, however, properly to 
present the Scriptural Relation Between Justification and Sanctifi- 
cation a good understanding of the proper distinction between Law 
and Gospel is imperative. 

Every Lutheran communicant member should be able to iden- 
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tify the Law as those passages of Scripture which tell us how we 
are to be, what we are to do and not do; which show us our sins 
and the wrath of God over against sin. And every Lutheran com- 
municant should be able to identify the Gos;neZ as those portions of 
Scripture which tell the good news of our salvation through faith 
in Christ Jesus, which teaches what our God has done and is still 
doing for our salvation; which shows us our Savior and God’s 
grace. Every Lutheran communicant member should recognize the 
fact that the Law must be preached to all people especially to the 
impenitent sinners and that the Gospel must be preached to those 
who are troubled in their minds because of their sins. This is what 
is set forth in our Small Catechism, pages 42 and 43. 

Dr. Walther points out that Law and Gospel differ: 1) with 
regard to the manner in which they are revealed to men, the Law 
having been originally written into man’s heart and consequently 
not altogether unfamiliar to man, and the Gospel being made 
known to man only through an act of the Holy Spirit who inspired 
its message and who revealed to man that which it would have been 
impossible for man to di.scover ; 2) with regard to their respec- 
tive contents, the Law speaks about our works and the Gospel 
about the works of God; the Law issues c0mmand.s and demands 
and the Gospel makes offers, and bestows gifts; 3) with regard 
to their respective promises, the Law promises salvation only on 
the basis of certain conditions, namely, that we fulfill the Law 
perfectly, and the Gospel promises grace and salvation freely, eom- 
pletely and unconditionally ; 4) with regard to thre,ats, the Law 
contains nothing but threats while the Gospel contains no threats 
at all but only comfort and consolation; 5) with regard to the rei 
spective effects of these two doctrines, the Law increases the de- 
sire to sin, hurls man into despair, uncovers sin and produces con- 
trition but offers no comfort while the Gospel actually produces 
saving faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, removes terror, fear and 
anguish and fills the heart with peace and joy in the Holy Ghost, 
requires and demands nothing but gives all, plants love into man’s 
heart and gives him the power to perform works pleasing to God ; 
6) with regard to the persons to wh.om eith.er the one doctrine 0~ 
the other lnust be preached, the Law i.s to be preached to secure 
sinners and the Gospel to alarmed sinners. 

It is important to remember that every p’assage in the Bible 
is either Law or Gospel or may contain both Law and Gospel or 
serves the Law or serves the Gospel or may serve both, Both Law 
and Gospel are necessary for man’s salvation for without the Law 
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there can be no Gospel and without the Gospel the Law cannot 
benefit us. Therefore, although Law and Gospel are direct opposites 
they nevertheless work together in the most perfect harmony for 
the eternal salvation of man. 

It will become increasingly evident, as we continue on in this 
essay, how the proper distinction between Law and Gospel is vitally 
important for the purpose of establishing and applying the Scrip- 
tural relation between Justification and Sanctification. 

I will proceed in the treatment of this subject by briefly pre- 
senting:. 

I. What the Bible teaches about Justification. 

II. What the Bible teaches about Sanctification. 

III. The Relation between Justification and Sanc- 
tification by means of comparison, contrast; 
and application. 

May God the Holy Ghost bless the cons.ideration of His Word. . . 

I. 
A clear undeixtanding of the Scriptural doctrine of Justifica- 

tion cannot be attained without first having a knowledge of our 
Savior’s Redemptive Work. A study of what the Bible teaches about 
Justification will naturally lead a person into the study of what the 
Bible teaches. about redemption. 

We are taught by God from Holy Writ that since the fall of 
Adam the whole human race was subject to the wrath of God and 
eternal damnation and that no man could reconcile God (i.e. no 
man could. bring about a peaceful relationship between God and 
man) by making amends for his sins, by avoiding sin in thought, 
word and deed, and by performing the works required of mankind 
in God’s Law. It was, still is and always will be impossible for man 
to bring about his eternal salvation. The guilt of our first parents’ 
deliberate transgression of God’s command was charged to all pea- 
ple. St. Paul writes: “By the offense of one judgment came upon 
all men to condemnation,” ROMANS 5: 17, and again: “By one man’s 
disobedience ma,,ay were ntade sinners,” ROMANS 5: 19. All people, 
as they are born into this world, are not able to perform anything 
pleasing to God, they are capable only of doing that which is evil 
and wicked in God’s sight, they are enemies. of God, unable to earn 
salvation for themselves or to merit the grace and mercy of God. 
Scripture teaches that W;Lere is not a just man upon eartll that 
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doeth good and sinneth not,” ECCLESIASTES 4: 20, and “there is none 
that doeth good, no not one,” PSALM 14:3. 

All people, then, by nature are under the bondage of sin! All 
people, because of sin, are by nature hopelessly indebted to God; 
they are infected with guilt; deserving of eternal punishment from 
their mother’s womb; permeated and saturated with sin and un- 
righteousness. With man redemption is impossible ! 

But with God the redemption of mankind was not an impossi- 
bility. Already in the Garden of Eden God promised a Redeemer 
[GENESIS 3: 151 and “when the fulness of the time was come, God 
sent forth His Son, ma.de of a woman, m&e under the Law, to 
REDEEM them that were under the Law,” GALATIANS 4: 4,5 ; to “de- 
liver them who through fear of death were all their lifetime subject 
to bondage,” HEBREWS 2: 15 ; to “abolish death,” II TIMOTHY I: IO ; 
to “destroy th.e works of the devil,” I JOHN 3: 8 ; to “bear our sins," 
I PETER 2:24, and to “redeem 2~3 from the curse of the Law,” GALA- 
TIANS 393. 

All that did in His active obedience and all that He suffered in 
His passive obedience; His perfect righteou,sness and His bitter suf- 
fering and death; His perfect fulfilment of the Law and His bear- 
ing of the Law’s curse, was for us a.nd for all people that He might 
stand before God as our Sub,stitute, having rendered full and com- 
plete satisfaction to God’s justice for all mankind. This is RE- 
DEMPTION ! It is described by Luther in the words: “I believe 
that Jesuis Christ . . . has redeemed me a lost and condemned crea- 
ture, purchased and won me from all sins, from death and from the 
power of the devil, not with gold or silver, but with His holy pre- 
c.ious blood, and by His innocent suffering and death.” (Catechism, 
explanation to the Second Article of the Apostles’ Creed.) 

JUSTI’FICATION, on the other hand, is spoken of by Luther 
in His explanation to the Third Article of the Apostles’ Creed 
where we read that “God daily and richly forgives all sins.” Justi- 
fication naturally follows redemption. As. naturally as the cancella- 
tion of a debt follows the payment of the bill. Justification is the 
reszllt of redemption just as in court an acquittal and freedom is the 
result of an establishment of innocence. Thus, in Redemption, Jesus 
has bought us back ; in Justification, God gives us the credit. In 
Redemption, Jesus has born our guilt; in Ju.stification, God declares 
us free from guilt. In Redemption, Jes.us has suffered our punish- 

ment; in Justification, God declares u,s free from punishment. In 
Redemption, Jesus overcame Satan for us ; in Justification, God de- 
Zares us free from the devil’s accusations, In Redemption, Jesus 
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took upon Himself our sins; in Justification, God declares us holy. 
In Redemption, Jesus kept the Law perfectly for us and in our 
stead ; in Justification, God declares us righteous. Our justification 
is therefore brought about in and through and because of our Sar 
vior% work of Redemption. 

Modernistic theology insis,ts that the righteousness of one can- 
not be transferred to another but that which the modernists insist 
cannot be done is plctinly tazi.ght in the Bible as having been done, 
namely, that God ascribes Christ’s righteousness to us and to all 
people; that He does not charge our sins against us but forgives 
them for Christ’s sake and declares the whole world righteous as 
the result of our Savior’s redemption of a.11 lost and condemned 
mankind. We call this general or objective justification and such an 
objective justification of all people is plainly set forth in such pas- 
sages as II CORINTHIANS 5: 19 which reads: “God was in Christ, 
reconciling the world unto Himself, not imputing their trespasses 
unto them”; ROMANS 5: l&19, where we read: “Therefore as by the 
offence of one judgment oame upon all men to condemnation; even 
so by the righteousness of One the free gift came upon ull men unto 
justification of life. For a-s by one man’s disobedience many were 
made sinneg*s, so by the obedience of One shall many [the many] be 
made kghteous,” and again in ROMANS 3:23,24 we read: “‘For all 
have sinned, and come short of the glory of God; being justified 
freely by His grace, through the redemption that is in Christ Je- 
sus,” and in the 30th verse of this third chapter of ROMANS, God 
is spoken of as One who c‘ijusCifieth the ungodly.” Justification is 
therefore a judicial or forensic act of God through which He pro- 
nounces the forgiveness of sins upon all people and declares the 
whole world righteous through Chri.st. 

And as our Savior’s work of Redemption was. an act of God’s 
grace alone so also the Justification of the sinner is brought about 
only by the unmerited or undeserved gra c e and f a v or of God 
through the sacrifice of His Son. And so the justification of all peo- 
ple is only by God’s grace (undeserved kindness) for Christ’s sake. 

But the objective justification of the whole world does not 
mean that now every individual person will be taken to <heaven be- 
cause God has declared the whole world righteous and has forgiven 
the sins of the whole world in Christ. In fact the very opposite is 
the case according to the Word of God ! Comparatively few, a “Zittle 

flock” (LUKE 12:32) will rejoice in the blissful presence of God 
into all eternity. The v.a.st majority of mankind will writhe with 
the devil and his angels in everlasting misery and torment. In the 
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light of objective or general justification it is therefore correct to 
say that even the damned in hell enter that place of eternal an- 
guish with their sins forgiven but which fact they did not accept 
and cons,equently fall under the condemnation of that Word of God 
which says: “He that believeth not, sha8 be damned,” MARK 16: 16. 

Personal, individual, or subjective justification by which a per- 
son is saved requires acceptance of the fact that in Christ, God has 
declared all people righteous. If there were no objective justifica- 
tion an individual would forever be in doubt as to whether or not 
his sins are actually forgiven. But since God assures us, that He has 
forgiven the sins of the whole world in Christ, every person has 
that upon which he can firmly base his faith and be certain of the 
fact that als,o his sins are forgiven, that the righteousness of Christ 
is imputed or acredited also to him and that in Christ God has also 
declared him free from sin, de.ath, the power of the devil and eter- 
nal condemnation. “Therefore we conclude,” writes the Apostle 
Paul, “that a man is justified BY FAITH,” ROMANS 3: 28, and such 
justifying faith is an act which is humanly impossible, which is not 
a work of the Law, but a creation of God in the human heart 
through the power of the Gospel. 

We are then justified alone by God’s grace, for Christ’s sake, 
through faith without any works, merits, or conditions of our own. 
In. EPHESIANS 2:8,9, we read: “By gnace are ye saved through 
faith; and t,hat not of yourselves, it is the gift of God: not of wonks: 
Zest any man shoz~d boast.” Commenting on this passage, Dr. Wal- 
ther says: “This sounds as if the apostle felt that he was not say- 
ing enough to keep men from being led astray into self-righteous- 
ness. First he says: ‘By grace are ye saved’; next, he adds: ‘through 
faith.’ Lest some one think he had achieved this feat by his faith, 
the apostle continues: ‘and that not of yourselves.’ Whence, then is 
it? ‘It lis the gift of Goal’; and to head off any thought of a. person’s 
own merit, he adds: ‘not of works,’ such as a person’s love, or chari- 
ty, would be. He winds up with the statement: ‘Lest any man 
should boast.’ . . . Whoever imagines that there is a little glory 
that he may cl.a.im as his own is still without the f&h that justifies, 
is ‘still blind, and is not walking in the way of salvation, but is 
headed straight for perdition.” (Walt-her, Law and Gospel, pp. 224 
and 225.) We have no righteousness of our own but we do have 
that righteousness w’hich God credits to us by faith in Jesu,s as our 
Savior. HOW plainly the Apo,stle Paul teaches this when he says: 
“I count all things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of 
Christ Jesus, <my Lord, for whom I have su$!ered the loss of all 
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things and do coacnt them but clztng that I may win Christ and be 
found in Him, not ha&g mine own righteousness, which is of the 
Law, but thnt which is through the fa.ith of Christ, the righteous- 
ness which is of God by faith,” PHILIPPIANS 3:8,9. Again in RO- 
MANS 4: 5 the Apostle Paul discounts works altogether and esta- 
blishes personal justification by faith, for there we read: “But to 
him that worketh not, but believeth on Him that justifieth the un- 
godly, his faith is counted for righteousness.” 

And we must be careful not to regard faith as a work because 
of which we are justified, as though some good quality in our faith 
merits righteousness and salvation. The Bible simply speaks of 
faith as that which receives the grace of God and the merits of 
Christ. To be saved by faith means to be saved without works, by 
God’s grace alone, for Christ’s sake, Personal justification by grace 
is justification by faith, and justification by faith is justification by 
grace. The one must necessarily include the other as St, Paul writes 
in ROMANS 4: 16: “Therefore it is of faith that it might be by 
grace.” On the other hand, works are always excluded and are set 
in opposition to faith and grace, for example, “by f;aith, without 
the deeds of the Law,” ROMANS 3: 28 ; “by grace. . . through faith; 
l . . n.ot of yourselms, . . . not of wor7cs,” EPHESIANS 2: 8,9 ; “know- 
ing that a man is not justified by the works of the Law, but by the 
faith of Jesus Christ,” GALATIANS 2: 16. “If by grace, then it is no 
more of worl;s,” St. Paul writes, “otherwise grace is n.o more gra,ce. 
But if it be of works, then it is no more grace; otherwise work is 
‘no more wad,” ROMANS 11: 6. 

Inasmuch .as faith does not justify because of its quality, it 
goes without saying that a weak faith- obtains the same righteous- 
ness, the s.ame justification, the same forgiveness of sins as does a 
strong faith. Everything, however, depends on the OBJECT of 
faith; everything depends on what faith receives or apprehends. 
The only true faith, the only saving faith, the only justifying faith 
has but ONE object and this one object which such faith receives is 
designated in Scripture by variou’s expressions, such as, faith in 
Jeszls Christ, faith in God, faith &X Christ’s righteousness, faith iti 
Christ’s blood ,and de)ath, faith in th.e resurrection of Christ, faith 
in Christ’s name, faith in. the cross of Christ, faith in God’s zuitness 
of His Son, faith in the Gospel, and the like. But no m,atter by what 
terms the object of faith is described in Scripture, it always re- 
mains the same, namely, justification or the forgiveness of sins for 
Christ’s sake. And it is thiis faith alone which makes a person a 

Christian, not his orthodoxy or heterodoxy, not the strength or the 
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weakness of his faith, not his excellent or deficient knowledge of 
the Bible and its teachings., not his virtues or his vices. All true 
Christianis believe that God forgives their sins by His grace, for 
Christ’s sake, without any merit of their own. Thus Luther writes: 
“The faith that we obtain the forgiveness of sins solely for Christ’s 
sake by faith has been the faith of the Fathers and prophets and all 
saints from the beginning of the world; and it has been the doc- 
trine and teaching of Christ and the Apostles, who were com- 
missioned to spread it in all the world. And it is to this day, and will 
be to the end, the unanimous understanding and voice of the whole 
Christian Church, which always in one mind and with one accord 
has confes.sed and fought for this article, that only in the name of 
the Lord Jesus forgiveness of sins is obtained and received. And in 
this faith they have been justified before God and s,aved.” (St. L. 
XII:495f, quoted in Pieper, Christian Dogm&cs,Vol. II, p. 518.) 

(continued in the next issue) 
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