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To show, on the basis of Scripture,
what true Christians
are to believe and
how, out of love for their Savior Jesus
Christ,
they are to lead godly lives,
To furnish
aids for Bible study and articles for Scriptural
devotion
and mcditation.
To demonstrate,
by our
Scriptural
stand, that our Concordia
Lutheran
Conference is not a sect or a false church
body but that the congregations
which
form it confess, teach, and practice
the
Word of God in its full truth and purity
and use the Sacraments
according
to
Christ’s
institution.
AH who do this are
the true visible
church
on earth.
To seek out all who truly
share our
Scriptural
position
in doctrine
and practice, and to urge the mutual
public acknowledgment
of such God-given
unity.
Thus we shall be able thereafter
to practice a God-pleasing
church
fellowship
with them.
To show that we do not have among
us a mixture
of divergent
teachings
but
that we are, by God’s grace, “perfectly
joined together
in the same mind and in
t.he same judgment.”
To set forth pertinent
historical
information
which
has zc bearing
upon the
Church
and to expose modern
philosophical thought
and .the so-called
scientific theories
which
contradict
the Word
of God.
To expose particularly
the false tcathing
and practice
of the various
socalled
“Lutheran”
church
bodies
by
comparing
their
teaching
and practice
with
what
is plainly
recorded
in the
Word of God, in the Lutheran
Confessions, and in the old orthodox’ Lutheran
writings.
To expose false teaching
and practice
wherever
it makes its appearance
and to
keep abreast of the current
happenings
in the church and among the natiolis
as
signs of the times.
To be truthful
and factual
in our reporting
and freely
to correct
any misinformation
of which we are not aware
c?nd which has been called to our attention. Also to clarify
any information
or
statement
of doctrine
or practice
which
may be unclear
to our readers or which
may create a wrong impression.

ADVENT

and the NEW CHURCX

ON NOVEMBER 29 the Chris-

tian Church entered the season
of Advent and thus, began also‘ a
new church year. mt
this year
holds in store for us only God
knows, but despite the possibility of trialas, sickness, and even
death His Word of assurance
stands firm: “Lo, I am with you
alwuy, even unto the end of the
world!” MATTHEW 28:20. And
again, “Fear thou not, for I: am
with thee; be not dismayed, fo.r
I am thy God!” ISAIAH 41: IO. In

these and other passages we find
comfort, strength and peace for
the new church year.
EACH DAY of .thi.s new year
God will renew His contract of
love with us. In the Word’ and
Sacraments He will remind us
of what He has done for us and
all mankind in His beloved Sun.
He will recall for us how we, the
slaves of sin, were rescued from
eternal doom to enjoy liberty
here on earth and, above all, in
heaven. Now there is no condemnation to them that believe
in Christ, ROMANS 8: I. We rejoice that the terms. of divine
love will be repeated again and
again in the church year ahead.
BUT DURING the weeks. and
months to come God will demand
obedience of His people, even as
He has from the beginning of
time. In His Word He says: “lf
ye will obey My voice indeed and
keep My covenant, then ye sha.ll

YEAR

be a peculiar treasure u%to Me
above all people!” EXODUS 19:s.

The new church year thus reminds us that we are to be the
treasure of God in our community, state, and country. We are
to show forth the love of God in
our hearts. We are to be light
and salt in this world. By our example others are to be moved to
seek tie Lord and to discover
what it means to be a 20th Century disciple of Christ. Yes, in
thought, word, and deed we ase
to bring glory to God’s name in
the year ahead.
How SHALL WE respond to
God’s challenge? Can we do less
than agree willingly to obey His
voice, saying with the Israelites
of old: “All that the Lord hath
spoken we will do”? EXODUS 19:

8. Nothing else will satisfy our
God. But we shall need His help
in this new church year to be occupied with the Father’s business, to walk with the armor of
li&t, to improve in attendance
at divine services, communion,
and Bible class, in per.sonal service and testimony, and in sacrificial giving for the work of the
Lord.
IF WE REFLECT on His mercies
and cling to all His promises, we
will indeed be more than ready
to pledge anew our loyalty to
Him and His Word and to dedicate all we are and have to His
honor and glory. To that end we

pray:

the church.

Redeemeq come, .I open wide My
heart to Thee, here, Lord, a.bide!
-0. w. s.

“Hear,0 Israel: The Lord, our
God, is ONE Lord,” (DEUT. 6: 4).
“There is none other God but
ONE,” (I COR. 8: 4). There is one
God - there are three Persons
-these three are ONE God. At
the baptism of Christ in Matthew 3 we are told that the FATHER spoke from heaven; the
SPIRIT OF GOD descended in the
form of a dove; and JESUS was
be&g buptixed. The three Persons are mentioned in the command of Jesus, “Baptizing them
in th.e name of the Father and of
the Son and of the Holy Ghost,”
(MATTHEW 28~29). The three
Persons are ONE in essence a,nd
EQUAL in power and majesty.
(Compare:
JOHN 5:23; 858;

With

Editorial

Comment

Californi:a’.s Episcopal Bishop
James A. Pike, challenging critics who have accused him of
heresy, urged a reappraisal of
“outdated, incomprehensible and
non-essential” church teachings,
such as the doctrine of the Trinity. Christ’s original apostles
were “innocent of the niceties of
the Fifth Century doctrine of
the Trinity,”
he said. “Who
would say they were not Christians?” In his sermon at the convention last month Bishop Pike 10: 30 ; ISAIAH 6: 3 ; JOHN 1: I-3.)
That the doctrine of the Tristruck back at recent criticisms
nity is entirely beyond our powof him by the Rev. Canon Albert
J. duBois, executive director of ers of comprehension ave CWthe American Church Union. It tainly do not deny. But we accept it land believe it with all our
represents the so-called “IIigh
Church” wing of the denomina- heart because it is the plain teation. Canon duBois had charged ching of the Bible. Therefore we
with the ATHANASIAN
that for Bishop Pike to describe agree
ClEUEEDwhich states: “And the
the classic doctrine of the Trinity as non-essential was “to fly cat;holic f universal Christian ]
in the face of the most solemn fiaith is this, that we worship
belief of virtually
all Chris- one God in Trinity and Trinity
tians.” Without citing duBois by in Unity.. . . He, therefore, tha.t
name, the bishop referred to the will be saved must thus think of
(See: Lutheran
“executive of an unofficial or- the Trinity.”
Hymn&, p. 53.)
ganization” and said “denominational guardians who join in
4 4 4
the cry of ‘heresy’ when relative
An All Lutheran
Festival
and non-essential t h i n g s. are highlighted a series of Lutheran
questioned” hamper renewal of events at the New York World’s

Fair this last July. Brief addresses ‘centering on the past, present and future of Lutheranism
were gi v en by Dr. Franklin
Clark Fry of the LCA ; Dr. Oliver R. Harms of the Missouri
Synod; Dr. Frederick A. Schoitz
of the ALC. The 2-hour and 15minute program at the Fair Pavilion opened with the singing
of hymns under the direction of
Dr. Sigvart J. Steen, head of the
Department of Music at Wagner
College on Staten Island, with
Richard Maren of St. Matthews
Lutheran Church in Manhattan
as organist. The three church
presidents were introduced to
the audience by New York City
Fire Commissioner
Edward
Thompson, a member of Holy
Trinity Lutheran Church in Hollis; Long Island, who served as
festival leader. The Rev. Norman Temme, chairman of the
steering committee for the AllLutheran Exhibit at the Fair,
introduced Mr. Thompson. Mr.
Temme is national public relations director for the Missouri
Synod.
It is very interesting to read
the observations of the liberal
American Lutheran magazine on
this event. “As important as July 19 was in witnessing to the
unity of Lutherans im a common
history and heritage, the events
of the day fell short of making
clear that Lutherunism
enjoys
greater unity of faith than any
other church in Protestant&m.

The oh@% three events were
curefully billed as p,rograms ‘in,
order not to put anyone on the
spot’ as one of the presidents
said later. While being able to do
what was unthin&able a generation ago, Lutherans gathered in
New York City still could not
consciously worship together in
1964, so it seems to have been
agreed. Just what the praise of
God in choral and congregational singing and the ofteering of
prayers might be if not worship
was not explained by the various
departments of pu’blic relations.
Such details fortunately did not
disturb those who agreed to participate in the ‘programs,’ and
the day went of well.” (October, 1964) In the same issue
there is an article entitled, “Why
Are Lutherans Not United?” bv
John H. Tietjen. In it he points
out that “ofj%ially” the Lutheran bodies are not in fellowship
with each other, but “unoflicially” they are. He writes, “Lutherans are practicing altar fellowship. Because of the mobility of
the American pop&&on
Lutherans are moving back and forth
across synodical lines and in the
process are being transferred &
being received by transfer without regard to synodical connection. When attending services aw,ay from home, Lutherans of
one church body receive
the
Lord’s Supper at the altar of a
congregation belonging to another church body. There are in-

creasingly

freqztent

examples

of

pulpit fellowship; pastors belonging to one church body will
conduct services together with
pa.stors belonging to another
church body. But oflicia~lly the

Lutheran
church
bodies of
America are not in fellowship
with each other.” No WONDER
CONFUSION IS RAMPANT IN THE
LUTHERAN CHURCH BODIES!

-M.

L. N.

HAGGAI’S PROPHECY CONCERNING
“THE DESIRE OF ALL NATIONS”
THE FOUR WEEKS preceding

Christmas are known as the Advent season. It is a very joyful
season because it is a time of
anxious expectation, of looking
forward to the glorious birthday
of our Lord. Already in the Old
Testament true believers eagerly awaited the arrival of the promised Messiah and clung in faith
to all the prophecies which God
gave concerning Hi.s Son. One of
these is found in the book of the
prophet Haggai, chapter 2, verse
7: “And I will shake al2 nations,
and the D e sire of all nations
shall come!”
THE WRITER of this text is one

of the prophets who preached
unto the Jews after they came
back from the Blabylonian captivity and settled once more in
the land of Judaea. Here the people were to erect a house to the
Lord, but selfishly they delayed
action, and God sent Haggai to
rebuke them and to encourage
them in their work.
HIS DUTIES also included the
work of strengthening the weak
and confirming them in their
faith in God’s promises once delivered to Abraham, Isaac, and

Jacob. By inspiration he was directed to make beautiful
remarks concerning the coming
Messiah, who by His presence
would glorify the temple they
were building.
HAGGAI INFORMED the people,
“Thus saith the Lord: I will
shake all nations!” This was a

reference to the stir and commotion on earth at the time Jesus
was born. In obedience to an emperor’s order thousands flocked
to their native towns to be taxed.
All areas and all people were
stirred to activity. And thus it
was that Mary and Joseph came
to Bethlehem, for they were of
the house of David. And what a
shaking of the heavens occurred
as angelic hosts shattered the
stillness of the night with their
praises to the newborn King!
Here was the event for which
the faithful had waited SOlong.
Even so now Christ’s coming in
the Christmas .story is to be a
rich s p i r i t u a 1 experience that
stirs our hearts with holy excitement.
IN THE PROPHECY before US
God continues, “And the Desire
of all nations sha.11come!” Here

is a beautiful expression for the
Savior, whom all the believing
children of God longed for and
desired. In Him all prophecies
were fulfilled to the letter. He
kept the Law of God for us; He
paid the price of men’s sins and
ours; He removed all barriers
between God and man. Each
Christmas this Desire of all nations comes anew into our hearts
to remind us of the love established by Him between God
and mankind, of the purpose of
our lives, and of our relation and
duty to Him in His. kingdom. Is
it any wonder that we also de-

sire Him daily as He assures us

of God’s great love for us and of
the peace He earned for us, that
peace which the world cannot
give?
HOW WE ought to rejoice in
the b 1es s e d Christchild ! May
God deepen our faith in Him
who.se birth we once more commemorate! As we then sing our
praises to the Babe of Bethlehem, let us look forward to that
great Day when we shall cedebrate an eternal Christmas in
heaven !
-0.

w. s.

THE CHRISTIAN and his EARTHLY CALLING
THESIS I. (Introductory)
The Christian d,irects himself alone according to God’s Word,
not only in faith but also in life.
THESIS II.
The Christian’s earthly calling is also a part of Christian life.
THESIS III.
The Christian’s heavenly calling is more important than his
earthly calling.
THESIS IV.
The motive which prompts a Christian to carry out his earthly calling is not the attainment and possession of earthly riches,
but the carrying out of God’s Will and the welfare of the neighbor. GEN. 3: 17-19 ; Ps. 128: l-2 ; EPH. 4: 28 ; I COR. 10: 24.
THESIS V.
The means which a Christian uses in order to gain his objective are none of these, which
a) in themselves are sinful, ROM. 3: 8; 12: 9 ; or
b) under circumstances become sinful, I COR. l&23, but
such which according to God’s Word glorify God and
serve the best interests of the neighbor.
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THESIS VI.
Zeal and faithfulness are indeed necessary (II THESS. 3: IO-12 ;
LUKE 16: II) for the right attitude in performing one’s earthly
calling, but of greater importance is this:
a) that a person approaclhes his work in Jesus’ name,
Cot. 3: 17;
b) that a person does not de,spair when the work is not
a success ;
c) that when the work is successful a person does not
attribute it to his own worthiness, hi.s diligence, his
intelligence, but gives God alone the glory and humbly
thanks Him, Ps. 115: 1; ECCL. 9: 11; I COR. lo:31 ;
15:lO; 4~7; 7:20.
THESIS VII.
God’s Word is the Christian’s Guide
a) in the type of work he chooses,
b) in changing hi,s occupation or job.
THESIS VIII.
Since by means of his earthly calling a Christian at the same
time fulfills a part of his heavenly calling, his earthly calling therefore is no hindrance to his heavenly calling, but it should serve
alone in helping him further it, II PETER 1: IO.
The above theses, translated from the original
German, form the outline of a paper delivered by
Pastor J. Frosch for the 5th Convention of the Canadian District
of the Ev. Lutheran Synod of Missouri, Ohio and other States,
1885. A translation of this excellent and timely treatise by the,
undersigned will appear, the Lord willing, in installments in the
-E. L. Mehlberg
future issues of the Concordia Lutheran.
Editor’s

Note:

“Take heed therefore
unto
yourselves, and to all the flock,
over the which the Holy Ghost
hath made you overseers, to feed
the church of God, which He
hath purchased with His own
blood.” ACTS 20: 28.

THE PUBLIC MINISTRY is not

merely a commendable human
ordinance, it is not an institution as that of teachers, in the
schools and of instructors in the
cities, who have been engaged
because it was seen how neces153

sary and useful it is for the people also to be instructed in the
Christian religion. No, the public ministry has a higher origin;
this off ice is a#holy, divine office.
For God, namely, the Highest
Himself, instituted it and chose
it to be the orderly means thru
which He wants to lead men to
salvation.
TO THIS the Old Testament al-

ready bears witness in unmistakable language. In the prophet
Jeremiah we not only read the
promise, 7 will give thee pastors according to my heart who
sha.11lead you in doctrine and
wisdom,” but it specifically

states in Psalm 68 that already
in the period of the Old Covenant, “Thou, 0 God, hast prepared of thy goodness for the
poor. The Lord guve the word:
great was the company of those
that published it.” And in the
prophet Joel, we read: “Be glad
then, ye children of Zion, and.
rejoice in the Lord your God:
for He bath given you the former rain moderately’,
[“who

giveth thee teach er.s of righteousness” -Luther’s
translation], JOEL 2:23.
also
testifies
to this fact. Among
other things, St. Paul writes in
his 1st letter to the Corinthians,
12: 28, “God huth set some in the
THE NEW TESTAMENT

church, first apostles, secondarily prophets, thirdly teachers.,’

And in his 2nd letter, 5: 18-19,

the same Apostle writes, “‘And
all things are of GOD, who hath
reconciled us to Himself by Jesus Christ, and hath GIVEN to
us the ministry of reconciliation;
to wit, that God was in Christ,
reconciling the world unto Him,self, not imputing their trespasses unto them; and hath committed unto us the word of reconciliation.”
What, however,

here in this passage is attributed
to God the Father, that in other
passages i.s also ascribed to God
the Son. Of Him we read, “He
that descended is the same also
that ascended up far above all
heavens, that He might fill all
things. And He gave some, upostles; and some, prophets; and
some, evangel& ts; and some,
pastors and teachers,,’ EPHESIANS 4 :10-11.
WE MUST NOT, however, think

that this applies only to those
who at one time were called into
the ministry directly by God &
Christ, and that the call of those
pastors who were called into the
ministry by congregations, was,
nevertheless, only a human work,
a human contract. No, for that
very reason Christ ga,ve His
Church the keys of the kingdom
of heaven, in order that she as
the stewardess in His name
might administer the entrusted
goods and that she might be able
by His authority to fill its offices
with capable person:s. For that
reason Jesus also exhorts His
Christians to pray the Lord of
154

the harvest that He send faithful laborers into His harvest,
Also thos.e preachers, accordingly, who are indirectly called by
the Church are called, by Christ.
They have a divine office. They
are not servants of men but servants of Christ, s.ent by God,. the
Highest. For that reason Paul
also d e c 1a r e s concerning the
church elders [pastors]. at Ephesus, who also were only indirectly called by their congregations,
that the Holy Ghost Himself had
made them overseers, to feed the
church of God, whic,h He had
purchased with His own blood.
GOD HAS ALSO irrefutably testified by His actions that the
public ministry is not a changeable human ordinance, but that
it is His own holy institution,
for in spite of all the ragings
and stormings of &tan and the
world against thi.s office, God
has nevertheless continued to
preserve it from the beginning
of the world down to this very
hour, a period covering almost
six thousand years. In the first
period of the world’s existence
the first-born of each family was
also its priest. Later on God
chose the tribe of Levi a.nd especially the family of Aaron to be
the exclusive possessors of all
priestly offices and rights among
the Children of Israel. Then in
the period of the New Testament it was first the 12 Apostles
and the 70disciples whom Christ
sent out into all the world as the

h,eralds of His Gospel. These
then saw to it that in the congregations which they had established yet other persons were
called as bishops or elders. And
thus this office then remained up
to the present day. So many institutions, after they had been
established, have soon disappeared again, but the holy office
of the public ministry has never?
not even for one hour, ceased to
exist, not even in times of greatest corruption. And presently
this office is still being entrusted
to more than hundreds of thonsands. God has thereby factually
demonstrated that the public
mini.stry is His work, for that
reason He has so mightily protected it that it should not disappear in the church, as little as
marriage in the home and government in the state. For,. ACTS
5: 38-39, “if it be of God, ye cu’y1not overthrow it; if it be of *zen,
it will come to naught.”
Care Thou for Thy Word
that we
Nevermore may lose it,
That each Sacrament may
be
Used as Thou hast given it.
Care Thou for the government,
For Thy faithful ministry,
For all on our continent
That all be kept by Thee.
Amen.
Taegliche Mausundach t

C. F. W. Walther (Crull)
Translated
by E. I,. M.

L ANNOU

CEMENT

The Board of Directors of the Concordia
Lutheran Conference
will meet, the Lord .wi/ling, at St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church, Wilmot, South Dakota, on Wednesday
and Thursday, January 6 & 7,
1965.
The first session is to begin at 9:30 A.M. on Wednesday,
January 6. All Board members should be present; or, if this is impossible they are requested to submit their reports, in writing, to
the undersigned,
before that d&e.
A Pastoral Conference
will also be held the day after ihe
Board Meeting on Friday, January 8 (9:00 A.M.), at the above
piace. All pastors should be in attendance.
Kindly inform ,Pastor 0. W. Schaefer, Box 424, Wilmot, South
Dakota, regarding
your atfendance
and time of arrival.
M. L. Natterer,
President

A

CHRIS’TMAS

HYMN

Let us all with gladsome voice
Praise the God of heaven,
Who, to bid our hearts rejoice,
His own Son hath given.

To this vale of tears He comes,
Here to serve in sadness,
That with Him in heav’n’s fair
homes
We may reign in gladness.

0 Lord Christ, our Savior dear,
Be Thou ever near us.
Grant us now a glad new year.
#Amen, Jesus, hear us!
Amen.

We are rich, for He was poor;
Is not this a wonder?
Therefore praise God evermore
Here on earth and yonder.
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