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To demonstrate,
by our Scripturai
stand,
that our Concordia
Lutheran
Conference
is
not a sect or a false church body but that
the congregations
which form it confess, teach,
and practice the Word of God in its full truth
and purity and use the Sacraments according
to Christ’s institution.
All who do this are the
true visible church on earth.
To seek out all who truly share our Scriptural position in doctrine and practice, and to
urge the mutual
public
acknowledgment
of
such God-given
unity. Thus we shall be able
thereafter
to practice a God-pleasing
church
fellowship
with them.
To show that we do not have among us a
mixture
of divergent
teachings
but that we
are, by God’s grace, “perfecfly
joined together
in the same mind and in the same judgment.”
To set forth
pertinent
historical
information which has a bearing
upon the Church
and to expose modern philosophical
thought
and the so-called
scientific
theories
which
contradict
the Word of God.
To expose
and practice

particularly
the false teaching
of the various so-called
“Lutheran”
church bodies by comparing
their feaching and practice with what is plainly recorded
in the Word of God, in the Lutheran
Confessions, and in the old orthodox
Lutheran
writings.
To expose
false
teaching
and
practice
wherever it makes its appearance
and to keep
abreast
of the current
happenings
in the
church world and among the nations as signs
of the times.
To be truthful
and factual in our reporting
and freely to correct any misinformation
of
which we are not aware and which has been
called to our attention.
Also to clarify
any
information
or statement of doctrine
or practice which may be unclear to our readers or
which may create a wrong impression.

By God’s grace we have started
on another mile of our earthly pilgrimage and have begun a new
chapter in our biography. As the
new year dawns..with its uncertainty and as we note that the world
is still filled with unrest .and fear,
we Christians turn to the infallible
Word of God for our strength and
comfort. As we launch out into
1962, let us consider the significant words of Joshua, one of Israel’s great leaders: “Ye have not
passed this way heretofore!” Joshua 3: 4b.
The children of Israel had just
completed a journey full of trials
and perils in a wilderness area lasting some 40 years. They were now
lodging at the farther side of the
Jordan river, and before them
lay the Promised Land, for which
they had been striving all these
years. Yet this country was not
open for their possession. What the
next months would bring they did
not know. They felt that war was
inevitable and that the days ahead
and selfwould require effort
denial. But what would the outcome be? They had not passed this
way ‘before.
In a similar way the year 1962
lies ahead for us, but it is an unbeaten path, and we cannot see
very far. We have not passed this
way before. What will our journey
along this new road bring us? Will
our expectations be fulfilled
or

will there be disappointments? Will
there be prosperity
or depression, gains or losses, successes or
defeats, health or sickness and
death? Where will this year lead
us?
Since Israel knew nothing about
their future, it was important for
them to follow God’s instructions
closely. Through
their
leader,
Joshua, God told the people,
“Sanctify
yourselves, for tomorrow the Lord will do wonders among you!” (Chap. 3 : 5 ) This
meant purifying
their hearts acrording to the Law of Moses. It
required a serious self -examination,
recalling past history and the great
deeds of God, but at the same time
lamenting their many transgressions and resolving with penitence
to serve the Lord better in the
future.
We also as His followers will
want to begin this new year with
hallowed and sanctified souls and
bodies. We will purify ourselves
by repenting of past sins and by
endeavoring to amend our lives in
this new year. May we take refuge
in the wounds of Him whose blood
alone can cleanse us from all sin
and may we give Him no cause to
be disappointed in us in 19 62 !
The second part of God’s instruction was this: “\Vhen ye see
the ark of the covenant of the
Lord your God . . . go after it!”
v. 3. This Ark was the visible sym-

bol of God’s presence among the
people. To this the people. should
look, and this they should follow
if they wanted God to bless them.
IsraeI had the faith and courage to
heed God’s Word. Later Joshua
told them that God would drive
out their enemies and the waters
of Jordan would be cut off and
stand in a heap. The people knew
that God was their Guide and that
their future depended on His power. In that faith they followed the
Ark, and when they came. to the
Jordan and their feet touched the
waters, these parted, and all passed
over on dry. ground (chap. 3 : 17).
Thus. they saw with their own
eyes what wonders God can do for
those who trust in Him.
We also have visible symbols
that guide us through life, namely,
God’s, Word and Sacraments, and
we are to travel only on those
paths
which Holy Writ outlines
for us. All else will lead to destruction. A, strong faith in His promises must fill our hearts, faith in
mighty
God, who
the living,
knows all our needs and will help
us. Then He will do wonders for
us, and we will reap a harvest of
temporal and spiritual blessings.
As we stand at the beginning of
that m y s t e r i o u s road leading
through 19 62 and p o n d-e r the
thought: we have not passed this
way heretofore, let. us reach out,
clasp the Savior by the hand, and
listen to His reassuring voice tell
us, “Lo, I am with you alway,

even unto the end of the world!”
Matt. 28:20. In response may we
pray:
Grant us now a glad, new year,
Amen, Jesus, hear us!
-0.w.s.

A Calendar of
Religious History
l-Festival
of the Circumcision
of Jesus. New Year’s Day.
2-William
L o e h e , Lutheran
leader in America, died in
1872.
d-Traditional
date for the death
of Titus in 91.
“-Festival
of Epiphany.
7-Jacob Andreae, main drafter
of the Formula of Concord,
died in 1590.
14-Second
Diet of Nuernberg
opened in 1524.
16-Georg
Spalatin, Luther’s coworker, died in 1545.
17-Luther’s
last sermon at Wittenberg in 1546.
1Y-Hans Sachs, Reformation poet
died in 1576.
23--Phillips Brooks, author of “0
Little Town of Bethlehem,”
died in 1893.
25-Day
of the Conversion of St..
Paul.
28-Diet
of Worms opened in
1521.
3 f-Charles
Spurgeon, preacher
and author, died in 1892.

FOR OUR CHILDREN
Luther Becomes a Professor am?
Teacher
One autumn day in 1508 a 25year-old monk, pale and thin,
traveled 55 miles on foot from Erfurt to Wittenberg.
This monk
was Martin Luther who had been
appointed to be a professor at the
new university which had just had
its beginning in 15 02. John Staupitz, the vicar general in charge of
the Augustinian Order’ of monks,
was appointed to find able men to
be called as professors to the new
university.
Staupitz,
therefore,
recommended Luther and urged
him to go to Wittenberg at once.
At first Luther taught philosophy but, a year later, he was granted permission to teach the Holy
Scriptures to the students.
He
studied the Bible with prayerful
devotion and diligence. Many students. eagerly attended Luther’s
classes.
John Staupitz was also determined that Luther should make a
start at preaching. Luther did not
want to preach and set forth 15
reasons why he should not be forced to do so. But Staupitz insisted
and Luther began to preach to the
monks in the little cloister chapel.
Soon the little chapel was too small
to hold everyone who wanted to
hear Luther preach. He was then
called to preach at the large Castle
Church in Wittenberg where he
was able to preach to ,many thous-

ands of people. One learned doctor, who had heard Luther preach
and teach, exclaimed: “This monk
will confound all doctors, and introduce a new doctrine, and reform the whole Roman Church,
for he gives himself to the writings
of the prophets and apostles, and
stands upon the Word of Jesus
Christ.” In this way God led Luther ever deeper into the study of
the Scriptures.
Luther Goes TO Rome
In the Fall of 1509 Luther was
sent back again to Erfurt to teach
and study at the university there.
Luther remained at Erfurt for 3
years and it was from Erfurt that
he took a long journey which he
was, never to forget. Luther was
chosen to go to Rome with another
monk. They were to take a matter
which had arisen among the Augustinians to the Pope for a decision. Although Luther had steadily
grown in his knowledge of Scripture, he was nevertheless still a
faithful son of the Roman Church.
He still regarded the Pope as the
great representative of Christ on
earth. When he was, therefore,
chosen t,o go to Rome (which he
regarded as the “holy city”)
his
heart was filled with the greatest
joy. A hope which he had cherished
since his boyhood days was being
fulfilled.
The journey to Rome was long
and hard. Luther and his companion had to travel the distance of
several hundred miles on foot.

Their feet became sore and their
bodies very weary. When, finally,
the great city of Rome lay before
them, Luther fell to the ground
and exclaimed: “Holy, holy Rome!
Truly holy because of the martyrs’
blood that was shed in thee!”
After their business had been
quickly taken care of, Luther had
a chance to see the sights in this
large city built on seven hills.
Luther spent 4 weeks looking at
the sights in Rome but he did not
find it to be a holy city filled with
godly and pious people as he had
imagined. It was a city filled with
superstition, filth, vice, and wickedness. Rank worldliness was seen
everywhere, a lack of seriousness
and devotion in the churches, jokes
about sin and corruption
were
heard,- a city filled with lies and
iniquity.
On the way back to Erfurt, all
of the corruption which he had
seen and heard in Rome kept Luther deep in thought. And as they
traveled the words of Scripture
kept ringing in his ears: Y’he just
shall live by faith!” Later, Luther
expressed this opinion of the “holy
city”: “No one believes what villainy and outrageous sins and vices
are practiced in Rome. You can
convince no one that such great
abominations occur there, if he has
not seen and heard and experienced it himself.” Other great men of
Luther’s time, who had visited
Rome, had the same opinion about

the filth and wickedness of that
city.
Gradually Luther learned to distrust the teachings of the Pope and
to cling simply to the bare words
of Scripture. Gradually the heart
and core of the Bible became more
clear to him, namely that Jesus
has taken our sins upon Himself
and has given to us His righteousness that whosoever believeth in
Him should not perish but have
everlasting life.
-B

Officicd

Announcement

The Board of Directors of the
Concordia Lutheran
Conference
will meet, God willing, at Christ
Lutheran C h u r c h, Milwaukee,
Wisconsin, on Tuesday and Wednesday, February 20 and 21, 1962.
The first session is to begin at
9 :30 A.M. on Tuesday, February
2 0. All Board members should be
present; or, if this is impossible,
they are requested to submit their
reports’ in writing, to the undersigned, before that date.
Those attending please inform
the undersigned regarding their
attendance and time of arrival.
E. L. MEHLBERG, President
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Epkesims 3 : 17, “Be&g

rooted ajsd grounded in love.”

When the Apostle states that he
often petitions God to strengthen
the Ephesians with might, he then
not only adds the clarification,
“that Cbvist may dwell in your
hearts by faith,” but also that they
may be “rooted and grozmded” in
1ave.” From this we see that Christianity, accordingly, through love
also becomes like a firmly rooted
tree and like a house built on a
firm foundation.
But now, can this really be said
of love? Is. it not faith alone, according to the Scriptures, that
justifies and saves before God? Is
it not faith alone that supplies
life, light, comfort, and strength?
Accordingly, is it not faith alone
through which a Christian really
is firmly rooted and grounded?
That is indeed true, but Holy Writ
says concerning faith that without
works it is, dead, consequently, a
mere empty likeness of faith; the
true living faith, however, is active
by love. Therefore, as surely as
where fire is there also light and
warmth will be noticed, so surely
the man in whose heart the sun of
faith has risen will also permit the
same to shine by means of the
warm and bright rays of love and
good works. As the tree is recognized by its fruit, so also faith is
recognized by love.
Now, will such a one really be a

strong’ firm Christian who Iacks
love or whose love is still very
weak? Certainly
not. This will
ever apply to his heart: “You call
yourself a Christian, you boast of
the Savior, you say: I believe!
But where is the proof that you
stand in the faith? Where are the
rays and warmth of your faith’s
light? Where are the fruits of the
tree of your faith? You have no
love, then you certainly also have
no faith and your claim is false!”
0, therefore, woe to a Christian
when in the hour of death he must
admit that he boasted of having
faith but showed no love! It will
truly be difficult for him to take
comfort in Christ and not despair.
Therefore, although faith alone
avails befo’re God, we nevertheless
not only owe love to our neighbor,
but we also are in need of love for
our own sake in order that we may
be strong.
If you, accordingly, want to become strong in the inner man, then
you must become ever more zealous in Christian love. Your love
must become ever more all-embracing, that you no longer say: What
does this one or that one concern
me? He is a stranger to me, he is
not worthy of my love. No, concerning every person who is &
need of your love, you must think:
He is also a possession of Christ,
7

You must rejoice over the good
fortune of your neighbor as over
that of your own, and be as saddened over your neighbor’s misfortune as over that of your own.
If you have grieved or offended a
brother, that must break your
heart. In a word, you must reach
this point that you endeavor to
offer your entire life for your
neighbor, yes, be prepared to give
up money and goods, yes, your
life for your brethren.
0 blessed, blessed are such loving Christians! They are, as our
text indicates, really ccrooted and
grounded in love.”

for him God’s Son also shed His
blood; one God made us both: ojse
God redeemed us both; cme God
has called us both to eternal life,
and even though he were my enemy ; for that reason I love him
and all people as my brothers and
must also become
sisters. -You
ever more upright and less selfish
in your love. When you should do
good, you must not do good simply
for the sake of the hoped-for
thanks, for the sake of the expected payment, or for the sake of the
glory involved. Your left hand
must not know what your right
hand is doing. You must even learn
to bear ingratitude and not permit
your love to grow cold because of
such treatment. You must retain
a heart full of love even towards
those who have harmed and
wronged you, yes, who have committed a crying injustice against
you, who have hated and persecuted you.

(Mel.: 0 Lord, Look Down from
Heaven, Behold)
0 Lord, through faith now live in
me’
May it each day grow stronger;
Bear ceaselessfruits, dear Lord, to
Thee,
And good works flow the longer
It exercise itself through love
With joy and patience from above,
Its neighbor
further serving.

You must also become ever more
gentle, holy, and godly in your
love. YOU must have patience with
your neighbor’s weaknesses, sins,
and failings. You must also not
be ashamed of the greatest of sinners, but be merciful to him. You
must, above everything else, be
concerned about the salvation of
his soul. Out of love, you must admonish him, even though you
should thereby lose his favor, even
though this Iove would be interpreted as being hate and you would
be rejected as a malicious person.

Taegliche Hausandacht
C. F. W. Walther (Crull)
Translated by E.L.M.
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Around.
(With

The World

Editorial

When the National League of
Postmasters met in Philadelphia,
Pa., it was revealed that there are
20 Roman Catholic nuns working
on the United States payroll as
postmasters. One of the leading
newspapers in Philadelphia, The
Evening Bulletin, published a photograph of Sister Mary Hoy registering at the convention. Sister
Mary’s salary as postmistress is
$5 ,Y 50. This is turned over, without deductions, to the order to
which she belongs, Sisters of the
Holy Humility
of Mary. That a
poshaster OYpostmistress is a Roman Catholic, Baptist, Lutheran,
etc., really does not concern m.
But what does concern us, is the
fact that the salary w&cb is paid
is not subject to taxatio,n! If Sister
Mary and the other Ro~~sanCathlit mm wisk to turn ovey their entire paychecks to tbeiiT resepective
orders, that is their bzcsiness, ht
it slbould not be done without the
required taxes being deducted.
Neither the salary which a Protestant minister receives from his congregatiofa nor th,e salary wt5ich~ he
may receive from any additional
secular employment
is exempt
f YOIIZ taxa tio,n . Why a doublestandard?
-In Amarillo,
(pop. 74,246 >
Texas, religious courses are offered
in the public high schools under

Comment)
the sponsorship of the Amarillo
Ministerial Association. Recently,
the Rev. Edward Kiernan, a Roman Catholic priest, applied to
teach religion in the local public
high schools. Rev. Kiernan’s offer
was refused by the members of the
school board because they felt that
these courses were to be “on a.nonsectarian basis”. The blame for
breaking down the wall of separation of Chum5 and State particuIn&y in the public schools must be
borne to a large extent by th,e socalled Protestants. They are mainly
responsible for th’e i?ztmduction of
religion
(baccalaztreate services,
Ch~I$stma.sprograms, prayers, etc. >
in the pztblic scb:ools. The Protestants have no monopoly on the
public schools. The admonition to
keep the things of God and Caesar
separate applies to ail!
Should our Churches unite? This
question was recently proposed to
a number of Church leaders. Dr.
John Behnken, president of the
Missouri Synod, was one of the
Church leaders who answered the
question. He stated, “We believe
that the divided state of the visible
Christian Church is a deplorable
condition. We pray fervently and
frequently at our altars, asking that
God would through the converting power of His HoIy Spirit remove schisms rending His Church.
9

God has not caused these divisions.
God’s Word is clear. The cleavage
within Christendom is the result
of human errors and judgments
. . . God alone can heal the breach.
He is willing to do so through His
Spirit wherever men are willing to
listen to His Word. Speaking for
the Missouri Synod, I say that my
people are willing to listen, to pray
and to work for unity.” Dr. Beksnken hrtows whereof be sjedd.
Durin.g the last twelve yealrs or
so, the Missouri Synod has ma:de
tremendous strides in drawing ever
closer to other denominations by
causing the expulsion of the active
comervatives in its midst who refused to surrender the Scriptural
truth w&15 the Missouri Synod
had held in years gone by. With
the liberals in control it will only
be a matter of time until a merger
will be effected. We too of our
Conf erezce are geminely interestd in union,, but only sucks union as
is based upo-tz the unity of the
spirit-full
agreemeet in doctrine
and practice on tb:e basis of God’s
Word! To unite at the expense of
any Scri~tuml teuchzg is in deei
a mockery of true Christian mzit y !

ciety and the intervention of the
powers of the state.” ccSunday,” he
added, “will really be the day of
God when this comes about. It will
be recognized as a social right to
be enjoyed by all classes of society
for the exercise of their religious
duties and the practicing of works
of charity. The church will be
happy when this takes place, and
all society will reap the benefits.”
While it is man’s duty to worship,
honor amd praise God, thm is in
the New Testament no divinely
appointed day of rest OY wovshi$.
The Old Testnmmt Sabbath day
(Saturday)
has been abolished.
(Col. 2:16,17).
The time and
place for public worship wus left
to the discretion of the Christians.
Thus we find them choosing Su,nday because Jesus rose from the
dead ON the first day of the week
(Mark. 16:2,;, Acts 20:7).
In
Christian liberty and loue we continue to worship on Sunday. But
we hue no rigid to call upon the
government to enforce what we
have decided upon in Christian
liberty!
The Chrc~
an.6 State
have no riglst to ilztrude i-lzto the
domain of each othx
-M.L.N.

Pope John XXIII
made a plea
for the proper observance of Sunday as a day of rest in all parts of
the globe. This plea was made to
the 200 delegates of the International Union of Master Bakers.
The Roman Pope said this “presupposes a change of mind in so10

THE SCRIPTURALTEACHING ON THE FINANCIAL
SUPPORT OF CHURCH WORK
versus
MERCHANDISING IN THE CHURCHES
A11 of us, through our contact
with the Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod, have undoubtedly
found that in that synod there
were many pastors who permitted
all kinds of buying and selling to
be carried on under the auspices of
their respectrve congregations. At
fairs they would have their booths
on which the name of their church
was printed in bold letters. They
would permit their Ladies’ Aid to
hold large suppers and banquets
for all kinds of civic organizations
and social groups. They would
have bake saIes, bazaars, carnivals,
Chile suppers, ice-cream socials,
raffles, bingo nights, and the like.
Yes, such things were and still are
being carried on in the Lutheran
Church.-Missouri
Synod and also
in other synods of the Synodical
Conference. On the other hand
there were also those pastors of the
Missouri Synod and of the Synodical Conference who vigorously
opposed such money-making
or
money raising schemes which were
carried on by various congregations. These issues were often hotly contested by both pastors and
laymen but, to my knowledge,
agreement was never reached. To
many it was regarded merely as an
adiaphoron - s.omething concerning which the Scriptures are silent.

The Bible, however, speaks very
plainly on this subject, and in regard to everything which is plainly
taught in Scripture we Christians
must be “perfectly joined together
in the same mind and in the same
judgment”, as St. Paul tells us in
I Cor. 1: 10. It is, therefore, vitally
important
that our Conference
takes a firm and uncompromising
stand also on this issue from the
very start, in perfect harmony
.
with the words which we have on
our official emblem: “It is )written” and “Thy Word is Truth.”
It is the scope and aim of this
paper to point out the Scriptural
principal of giving versus buying
and selling in the congregations.
Its> purpose is to bring out plainly
what the Bible teaches us in regard
to giving for the support of
Church work in contrast to the
use of modern money-making
schemes.
Our topic naturally divides itself into two parts: PART I. What
The Word of God Teaches Us In
Regard to The Financial Support
of Church Work, and PART II.
Merchandising In the Churches In.
the Light of That Word of God.
May God the Holy Ghost bless
the consideration of His \Vord . . .
I.
The formation of Christian con11

gregations and membership in a
Christian congregation is a divine
command and every congregation
which is thus established has its
own needs and expenses which are
necessary to carry on its work.
Congregations are to be formed by
God’s command primarily for the
establishment and support of the
Office of the Public Ministry in
their midst and for the fa.ithful
use of that Office.
But there are many other things
which, either directly or indirectly,
serve the Ministry of the Word, for
example: the building and maintaining of church property,’ the
beautifying of the house of worship and the church grounds, the
establishment of a Christian Day
School, care for the poor and
needy especially among those who
are of “the household of faith,”
and the like. It is certainly also the
work of the individual congregation to do its part for meeting the
needs and helping in the work of
the Church at large: for missions,
for institutions of higher learning,
f or seminaries, for normal schools,
f or hospitals and other eleemosynarY institutions, and the like. All
of these needs serve, either directly
or indirectly, the one great purpose of the Church which is to
bear witness to Christ and to the
Full Truth of His Word which
alone is able to lead lost and condemned sinners to a knowledge of
their sins, to sincere reprentance,
and to saving faith in Him whose

blood has cleansed them from all
their sins.
The Church, therefore, in order
to carry on its work, vitally needs
financial support, and such financial support is both urged and. commanded by God in the Holy Scriptures. Thus it is certainly necessary
and proper for us to speak of the
financial support of Church work
and humbly submit to that which
God’s Word says to us in regard to
this matter.
Concerning the financial support of the work of the Church,
the command of God is very plain
and simple, and it can be expressed
in one word’ and that one word is:
ccGIVE.” Christianity should manifest itself in givilzg. In Matthew
k42,
Jesus says: CrGive.to him that
asketh thee.” To the rich young
ruler, the Savior said (Matt. 19: 21) : “Go and sell that thou hast
and give to the poor.” In Luke 6:38, we read: rrGive, and it shall be
given unto you.” In the Book of
Hebrews, chapter 13, verse 16, we
are told: “To do good and to, communicnte (to give) forget not: for
such sacrifices, God is well pleased.”
In Acts 20:35; St. Paul admonishes
the Ephesian elders Ccto remember
the.words of the Lord Jesus, how
He said, It is more blessed to give
than to receive.” In Galatians 6x5,
St. Paul writes: “Let him th,at is.
taught in the Word co~mmunicnte
(give) unto him that teacheth in
all good things.” In this passage we
have a clear command of God in
12

regard to the support of the Office
of the Ministry.
Giving for the
building
and maintaining
and
beautifying of church property is
set before us in the Scriptures by
the example of the Children of
Israel in their building of the Tabernacle (Exodus 3Off.) and later
in their building of the Temple
(II Kings 12.) Giving for the
work of the Church at large is
beautifully portrayed in the Scriptures by the example of the early
Christian congregations w h i c h
were suffering from famine and
where they helped to support the
missionaries of the Church. Thus,
St. Paul urges the Christians in
Romans 12 : 13, to “distribute
to
the necessity of saints.”

Men and women, old and young
should give. Parents should train
their children in giving from early
childhood. Young children should
begin to contribute for the work
of the Church as soon as they have
something to give. Pastors, ‘who
are called to preach the whole
counsel of God, should not neglect
to instruct their people in regard
to the Scriptural use of their money for the support of Church work.
The pastor who does not teach -his
congregation about giving, ti it is
taught in the Scriptures, and does.
not urge such giving on the part.‘
of his. people is neglecting a part-of
his official duties for which he will
be called to give an account on .the
last day.

In order to bring the matter of
giving for the financial support
of Church work into sharper focus,
we will ask the following questions
and find their answers plainly
stated in the Word of God. These
questions are: Who should. give?
How should we give? and What is
the correct Scriptural motive for
giving?
WHO should give? The Bible
tells us in I Cor. 16:2, “Upon the
first day of the week let EVERY
ONE OF YOU lay by him in.
store, as God hath prospered him.”
Evepyons should ‘be concerned about the needs of the congregation
and about the work of the Church
at large. No one is exempt from
giving or contributing
for the
financial support of Church work.

HOW
should we give? God
wants His people to give ckwerfully
and voZuntariZy, of their own ,freewill. In II Corinthians 9 :7, St. Paul
writes : “Every man according QS
he &wposett5 in his heart; so let
him give; not grudgingly, or of
necessity: for God loveth a c/&e+
f ul giver.” Our giving for the
work of the Church is to be a
cheerful
and voluntary
giving
without any grudge in our hearts
or feeling of compulsion. Therefore, gifts of money should not be
obtained by force or constraint in
the Church. The Church must not
give orders pertaining to givingnot even so much as the command:
“You must give one penny.” It is,
moreover, contrary to the Word
of God to divide the burdens of
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the congregation among the communicants or among the voting
members. The congregation must
not lay down a rule as to how
much everyone should give, nor
the synod, which is only an advisory body, assessthe congregation
for a certain set amount. Under
the Pope, everything is forced out
of the people by the law. The tithing of the Old Testament belonged
to those things which St. Paul called a yoke for the Children of Israel. But in the ‘New Testament,
all collections in the Church and
for the Church work should be
free-will
offerings ih
voluntary,
full accordance with the Word of
God.
God also wants His people to
give richly and generously. In
Luke 21:4, the Lord Jesus praises
the widow who, of her poverty,
‘cast in all the living that she had”.
Likewise, St. Paul, in II Cor. 82,
praises the liberal gifts of the Macedonians who, though they were
very poor, nevertheless gave richly. Thus, the gifts which we give
to the Lord, for the work of the
Church, should be truly sacrificial
gifts-not
gifts which flow from
our sur$Zus or from our left-oven.
True Christian economy always
gives first to the Lord before any
other consideration. Such Christian economy shouId be our goal.
The Scriptures also teach us to
give jwopmtionntely.
God has diversely distributed temporal possessions and wealth. There will al-

ways be the rich and the poor among us in this world. Therefore,
the Apostle Paul admonishes every
Christian to give “as God hath
prospered him.”
(I Cor. 16: 2. )
The Scriptures also speak of proportionate giving in Deut. 16: 17,
where we read in regard to the 3
great feasts of the Old Testament:
“Every man shall give as he is able
according to the blessing of the
Lord thy God.” And our giving
must be done in the right spirit or
frame of mind. The Apostle Paul
writes in Romans 12 : 8, “He that
giveth, let him do it with simplicity ,(sincerity) .” There is to be no
ulterior motives, no thought of repayment or reward, no desire for
vainglory or praise in true Christian giving.
What, then, is the correct Scriptur~l emotive for the financial support of Church work? What is the
correct Scriptural motive for that
giving which, on the basis of the
Word of God, we have just briefly
outlined above? The right Scriptural motive for giving in general
and, likewise, for the financial
support of Church work can be
found onIy in the Gospel of salvation by God’s grace, for Christ’s
sake, through faith. It is the grace
and mercy of God in Jesus Christ
which alone is able rightly to prompt
and encourage Christians to obey
the comand of their heavenly Father also in regard to giving for
the work of the Church.
In our Lord and Savior Jesus
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Christ and in His precious work
of Redemption we find the perfect
example and motive
which
prompts true Christian giving. St.
Paul points the Corinthian Christians to’ this right motive and example when he tells them in II
Corinthians, 8: 8’9, “Prove the sincerity of your love. For ye know
the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,
that, though He was rich, yet
for your sakes He became poor,
that ye through H is poverty
might be rich.” He, to whom all
the wealth of heaven and earth
poverty
and
belongs, suffered
want for us. He who is the King of
Kings and Lord of Lords bore
shame and disgrace and persecution for us. He who is the eternal
Son of God gave His life into death
for us, shedding His blood on the
accursed tree of the cross. HOW
precious is that bIood of Christ for
you and for me? It is infinitely
more precious than all the wealth
of heaven and earth combined! It
alone has the power to cleanse us
from our sins and to make us heirs
of heaven and eternal life.
When we rightly appreciate that
which Christ has done and has given for us, then all that we have
and are falls into its proper perspective. We will then realize that
God is our gracious and merciful
Father in Christ Jesus; that He
who spared not His own Son but
delivered Him up for us all, He it
is who freely bestows upon us all
things both temporal and spiritual.

He does it all for the sake of
Christ. If it were not for God’s
mercy in Christ Jesus, this sinful
world, and all that is in it, would
have been utterly consumed Iong
ago. Thus it is a result of God’s
favor, through our Savior Jesus
Christ, that He has given
us all
that we possess; that He has given
us our bodies and souls, eyes, ears,
and all our members, our reason
and all our senses, and still preserves them ; also clothing and
shoes, meat and drink, house and
home, wife and children, fields;
cattle, and all our goods; that He
richly and daily provides us with
all that we need to support our
bodies and lives. We are, therefore,
merely the stewards or caretakers
of that which God, out of His divine goodness and mercy in Christ
Jesus, has given us poor undeserving sinners, and thus we are to use
that which God has given to us in
accordance with His Word, out of
-B
love to our Savior.
(To be continued >
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