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To be truthful
and factual
in our reporting
and
freely
to correct
any
misinformation
of
which we are not aware
and which
has been
called
to our attention.
Also to clarify
any
information
or statement
of doctrine
or practire which
may be unclear
to our readers
or
w!./ch may create
a wrong
impression.

“Bewme lest alzy ma-n spoil

you

. ..” -

Cal. 2, 8

One of the saddest exneriences ises, abundant blessings to those
in life is to be deceived by someone who abide in the truth. Through
or tricked into something, as when
the mouth of the apostle Paul
a man has been deceived in money Christ urges us to avoid error and
matters or tricked into purchasing
to contend for the truth when He
faulty machinery or misled to put
says, “Beware lest any man spoil
his savings into worthless stock. you . . ! ”
Paul wrote these words to the
These and similar happenings have
Colo,ssian Christians, served by a
brought untold grief into human
lives. Tragic as these events may man named Epaphras, who reported that false teachers were beginbe, deception in matters of religion,
faith and. hope is even worse. The ning to spread their evil doctrines
Bible repeatedly urges us to be on in their midst. Saddened by this
guard against such as would mis- news the apostle sent this congregation a letter, expressing his joy
lead us on the pathway of error
over the faith of the members, adand bring about our eternal downfall. Jesus said, “Beware of false monishing them to hold fast to the
prophets which come to you in Word, and warning them about
those who sought to destroy their
sheep’s clothing, but inwardly they
beliefs with man-made teachings.
are ravening wolves. Ye shall know
Men appeared in Colosse who
them by their fruits!” Matt. 7: 1~
16. John writes, “Beloved, believe claimed to have new revelations
and the real key to Bible undernot every spirit, but try the spirits whether they are of God!” 1 standing. They called themselves
philosophers and scientists, but
John 4: I. Luther says, “Where
true doctrine is preached and were vain deceivers whose religious
spread, there the devil will mix in convictions appealed to the world.
false doctrine and heresy!” Ve live In the light of Paul’s words they
in an age that is marked by the can well be called “spoilers of the
attitude of I? i 1 a t e : “What is Chris.tian religion.”
truth?” Many believe that there is
False teachers annoy and disturb
good in ALL religions and that to the children of God to this very
label anyone a false prophet is day. The world is full of such as
loveless, narrowminded, and fanat - would lead the Christians from the
ic. Let these say what they will,
truth of the Gospel. It is th.e duty
the Lord clearly teaches alertness of sincere Christian pastors to warn
in the field of religion and promtheir flocks as Jesus did, and no
I

- 131 -

true believer will take offense at
this if he understands that a Christian shepherd must not only feed.
the sheep, but also protect them
against the wolves.

Confirmation
South

God grant us the courage to
warn one another against any and
all false doctrine, no matter what
or church
pastor, congregation,
body is involved! For as we, by
His grace, avoid error and contend
for the faith, ours will be and remain the Church of the pure
Word, and as Jesus says, “Then are
ye My disciples indeed! ” John 8 : 3 1.
w.

s.

Dakota

On Sunday, September 10, three
children of St. Stephen’s Lutheran
Church, Wilmot, S.D., were confirmed. Th ey had completed a
two-vear course of instruction in
the dhief parts of Christian do’ctrine and were examined before
the congregation on Sunday, September 3rd.
The members, of the 19 61 class
are: Helen Wenck, daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. Howard Wenck;
Karen Schaefer, daughter of Rev.
and Mrs. 0. W. Schaefer; and Larry Reil, son of Mr. and Mrs. Henry
Reil.
Pastor Schaefer conducted the
examination, delivered the sermon,
and performed the rite of confirmation. After the service the members of St. Stephen’s gathered in the
church basement for an informal
dinner and afternoon of Christian
fellowship.
May the Lord of the Church
preserve these new communicant
members in the true faith and keep
them loyal to His precious Word
of truth as long as they live!

It is impossible to point out
here all the different
kinds of,
“spoilers” of true religion today.
One need but examine the official
teaching and practice of a church
body to determine whether it belongs to the “spoilers” or not. Special note must be taken of those
denominations and sects which
claim to have the heart of Christianity, but are most obnoxious in
their soul-destroying doctrines. In
fact, where only OREteaching contrary to the truth of Holy \Vrit
is permitted, there error exists, and
those who remain in the company
of false teaching are partakers of
other men’s sins. I. Tim. 5 :Z2. The
Lord pleads, “Mark them . . . and
avoid them ! ” Rom. 16:17-18.
‘Come out from among them and
be ye separate.1” 2 Cor. 6:17.

-0.

at Wilmot,

Arm these Thy soldiers, mighty
Lord,
With Shield of faith and Spirit’s
sword.
Forth to the battle may they go
And boldly fight against the
Foe!
- 0. w. s;
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John 4:46-49, “And there was a certain nobleman, wbsose son was sick.
at Capernaum. When he heard that Jems was come out of /udea into
Galilee, he went unto him, and besoqht him that he would co,me down,
a8.d heal his son: for he was at the fioint of death Then said Jesus un.to
him, Excefit yz see sipas and wonders, ye will not believe. The no&man
saith, u/ulto him, Sir, come down elre my child die.”
From these words it is clear that
the faith oaf the nobleman was still
very much imperfect. There were
considerable weaknesses and blemishes clinging to it. These weaknesses and blemishes consisted especially in this, that the nobleman
did not simply hold fast to the
Word of God. He desired first to
have a certain definite practical
knowledge of Christ’s kind help;
he wanted to have something visible and, so to speak, something
tangible on which to rest his faith.
These weaknesses of faith, however, are still to be found among
many Christians. As in the case of
the nobleman who felt that Christ
should come to his home before he
could firmly believe, so also many
Christians think that they can believe that God is gracious to them
only when He immediately
answers their prayers, when He graciously permits all things to go
well with them, when He grants
them b o d i 1 y blessings, health,
earthly good fortune, progress in
their undertakings, success in their
On the
business, and the like.
other hand, when God leads them
along entirely
different
paths,

when God seems to hide Himself
from them and appears to be fighting against them, when many of
their prayers seem to go unanswered, when God permits sickness, poverty, and reverses to accompany all their endeavors, and
allows all manner of misfortune to
break over their heads, then they
no longer stand firmly in the faith.
At such times. they lose all confidence in their being in a state of
grace. They then suppose that Go,d
is angry with them and that their
hope is lost.
As the nobleman, furthermore,
did not want to really believe until he would first be shown signs
and wonders, so it is presently with
many Christians who first want to
see and then believe. They base the
uncertainty
of their being in a
state of grace on the joyous feeling and sweet sensation which
God’s favor causes them to experience in their hearts. If now they
no longer taste God’s goodness,
then the crutch upon which they
were leaning is broken and they
think either they never did have the
Savior or else their heart must have
lost Him again. To sum up, if God

does not perform visible and tangible signs and wonders of grace
in their hearts, and if they canno,t
immediately see how much God’s
Word has accomplished in them,
they do not want to believe.
As, finally, the nobleman indeed
Nanted to believe that Christ could
heal his son, at the point of death,
but did not believe that Jesus
could awaken him from the dead,
in case he should die, so also many
Chris.tians have sure confidence in
God’s grace, assistance, help, and
runs
refuge, w h e n everything
smoothly, so long as they yet can
find a way out of their difficulties
and good advice is close at hand.
They have a happy confidence in
God that He will not forsake or
neglect them, when they still have
good friends wo stand ready to
help them or when they at least
still have some means with which
to help themselves; on the other
hand, when these favorable prospects disappear, then their great
confidence suddenly collapses. They
believe that their sins are forgiven,
when they sense that God has
given them a different heart and
when sin has been silenced in them;
on the other hand, when they experience the power of sin in their
hearts, w h en they notice with
growing alarm that they still are
poor, miserable, worthless sinners,
then they do not have the courage
to believe that theirs sins have been
forgiven, but just as sure as they
can still see and feel their sins, so

certain, they think, their sins s.till
have not been forgiven them by
God. In days when they still enjoy
good health, they declare that they
gladly desire to forsake the world
and that they would gladly die,
yes, that they truly yearn for the
last day, and they mean this in all
sincerity; but now when death really knocks at their door and eternity and judgment stand revealed
before their mind, then their desire to die usually comes to a sudden end, and they drop the weapons of their faith, being overcome
by the thought of death and its
terrors.
These are great defects and blemishes with which the faith even of
true believers, especially the beginners in faith, often suffers. They
are great defects because faith has
to do with such things as are indIeed only invisible and which lie in
the future. It should therefore not
want to see, grasp, feel, and perceive.
It is, as the letter to the Hebrews
expresses it, a sure confidence of
the mind concerning things hoped
for, and it does not doubt the existence of that which one does not
see. The true faith is a living confidence in God’s Word and promise. It must therefore inquire for
nothing further than: What does
God’s Word s:ay? That must be its
reliance, even though all that it
sees, feels, and experiences should
contradict that Word. Even then
when one Word of God seems to
134-

contradict another Word of God,
still faith must not permit anything to be cancelled from either
of such Words. In short, in the
midst of being forsaken, faith must
continue to believe that God is
near; in the midst of the feeling
of sinfulness, faith must continue
to believe in its justification; in the
midst of the feeling of God’s anger,
faith must believe that it is in a
state of grace; in the midst of the
jaws of death, it must believe in
everlasting life. Where the faith of
a person has not reached that stage,

SCHOOL

DAYS

“Study hard and you will get to
be President some day!” “You’11
never amount to anything if you
“In this modern
don’t study!”
space age with its tremendous advances in technological research,
opportnities are unlimited for one
who applies himself to his studies!”
Such or similar expressions urge
the children in our public schools
to diligence in the pursuit of their
studies.
Christian children and the children of the world, however, look
at education from two different
points of view. The. unbelieving
child of this world thinks: ‘If I
study hard I will become great and
famous. Other people will look up
to me and honor me. I will become
wealthy and be able to enjoy life
to its fullest extent.” On the other

in that case it has not yet grown to
its proper blossom and fruit.
Lord Jesus Christ, who has in me
The spark of faith created,
In weakness great it looks to Thee,
Its strength’ning is awaited.
What Thou in mercy has begun,
Bless to the end, till life is run,
When faith is changed to seeing.
Amen.
Taegliche Hausandacht
C. F. W. Walther (Crull)
Translated by E.L.M.

hand, the true believing child of
God thinks: “If I study hard I will
be able to better serve my Lord
and Savior with my mind and talents. I will be able to recognize
proper and improper transactions
in the business and professional
world. I will be able better to read
and study the Scriptures and tell
others about the Savior and His
love for lost and condemned mankind. I will be able better to discern the false teachings and philosophies of the world as compared
with the Truths of Holy Writ.”
The Christian student realizes that
it is not the abundance of knowledge, wisdom, and intelligence
which is important but the fact that
his knowledge, wisdom, and intelligence is built upon the fear of the
Lord and faithfulness to His Word.
“The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom.” Prov. 9: 10. -B
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FOR

OUR

CHILDREN

When Martin Luther was 14
years old his father sent him to
high school at Magdeburg. Here,
as everywhere, the false doctrines
of the Roman Church were taught
and preached. The sweet message of
the Gospel of the forgiveness of
sins by God’s grace alone, for
Christ’s sake, through faith, was
not heard.

after the school year Hans Luther
took his son away from Magdeburg
and sent him to St. George’s School
at Eisenach.

Margaret Luther had relatives in
Eisenach and she undoubtedly
thought that they would be able
to help take care of young Martin.
But this too was a disappointment
because the relatives were poor and
unable to take care of more than
the needs of their own families.
Magdeburg was about 60 miles Again Luther had to get his food
by singing hymns before the doors
away from Luther’s home in Mansof the townspeople and begging
feld. It was a large city - the very
first large city which Martin had for crumbs. At times he almost
made up his mind to return home
seen. Here in Magdeburg a group
of priests and laymen provided a to Mansfeld and to, work with his
father in the mines. But the Lord
free high school for all the young
was with Martin Luther and gracstudents who wished to attend.
iously provided for him. Frau CotMartin’s father could have kept
ta, the wife of one of the town
him. at home; to work and help supcouncilors, was attracted by Marport the family. But Hans Luther
wanted his son to have the best tin’s sweet singing voice and earnest prayers. One day when Martin,
possible education. At Magdeburg
together with some other students,
the people of the city provided
was singing at her door, she took
rooms for the students. The students, however, were required to him into her home and gave him a
nlace at her table. Now Luther no
earn their own meals and spending
i onger had to beg for his food and
money by singing in the church
could give more time to his school
choir and by singing and praying
before the homes of wealthy people work. Mrs. Cotta took care of Lufrom whom they would beg food.
ther as though she were his own
Frequently Martin did not get mother and he never forgot her
kindness to him.
enough food to. keep his growing
Luther no,w made excellent probody strong and healthy. Many
gress in the high school at Eisenach.
times he would go to bed hungry
and one day he became ill with a He was a happy and cheerful boy.
His teachers were fond of him and
very high fever. Perhaps his father
he had many friends. After three
found out how things were going
finished his high
with his son in Magdeburg because years Luther

school studies at Eisenach and was
graduated with high honors. His
teachers encouraged him to continue his studies at the university.
Luther h a d found happiness,
loving care, success in his work and
honor in the sight of others. But he
had not found the Savior. He had
not found the priceless treasure of
the Gospel. Isn’t it strange that in
those days a boy could grow up in
the church, be trained in churchschools and reach the age of 18
years without ever hearing of how
Jesus earned the forgiveness of sins
and eternal salvation for all people?

This was because the Roman
Church, even as it does today, was
teaching the ideas and commandments of men and not the pure
Word of God with its beautiful
Gospel message which leads sinners
to their Savior,
Never forget to thank the Lord
every day for teaching you, from
perhapst as far back as you can remember, that “God so ioved the
world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but
have everlasting life.”
-B

DO YOU
Official

Announcement

The Board of Directors of the
Concordia Lutheran Conference
will meet, God willing, at Christ
Lutheran Church, Milwaukee,
Wisconsin,
on Tuesday and
Wednesday, October 3 & 4,
1961.

The first session is to begin at
9: 30 A. M. on Tuesday, Octob er 3. All Board members
should be present; or, if this is
impossible, they are requested to
submit their reports, in writing,
to the undersigned, before that
date.
Those attending please inform
the undersigned regarding their
attendance and time of arrival.
E. L. Mehlberg, President

READ THE BIBLE?

In the days of the horse and
buggy, when money was scarce,
time was plentiful, and the people
(in spite of hard times) were generally happy -a Lutheran pastor
was making his rounds to the
homes of his rural members in his
small mid-western
congregation.
The thing which concerned him
most as he rode from house to house
was the fact that his people were
not reading the Bible as they
should. Again and again he would
encourage his people to retid the .
Word of God and we can be sure
that many of his members heeded
their dear pastor’s encouragement.
By and by the pastor came to the
farm home of a proud and boastful
man of German descent. No sooner
had the pastor broached the sub137 -

ject of Bible reading than the man
commenced to boast of how frequently he had read the Bible and
that his Bible reading far exceeded
the Bible reading of all the other
members of the congregation. Cc
Ja,
Herr Pastor,” he declared, “No
man reads the Bible more than I”.
The pastor then inquired in a very
kind way: “John, where is this
‘In the beginning God
written:
created the heaven and the earth’?”
Stammering and obviously confused the man confessed: “Herr Pastor, I don’t think that I have yet
read that far.” Shame and humiliation enveloped the boaster’s face
when his pastor opened the Bible
and showed him where those words
were to be found. Do you know?
Much is made of the fact that
the Bible is at the top of the bestseller list to demonstrate what a
fine Christian nation our country
is. Yet, if the Bible is actually at
the top of the best-seller list we can
be sure that it is the least rea.d best
seller on the market. This must be
political and sotrue -otherwise

cial conditions in our country
would
be f a r different
and
churches in which the Word of
God is taught in its full truth and
purity would be filled to overflowing.
Bible reading is something which
Christians cannot do too frequently. Compared with all the other
books in the world, the Bible alone
is without error and without contradiction -God’s eternal and unchangeable Truth from beginning
to end, from Genesis to Revelation.
It is the only Book which is able to
“make you wise unto salvation
through faith in Christ Jesus.” It
brings a person to the saving
knowledge of Jesus, so that he
trusts, believes, rejoices and finds
comfort in the Savior. It gives a
person the power to serve the Lord
with gladness in word and deed. It
keeps a person in the true, saving
faith unto life everlasting. Read it
now! Work out for yourself a. system for your own personal Bible
reading !
-B
document. Some of the pastors
consider it a fine treatise and present it to their congregations for
discussion and study. A few pastors are gravely offended and at
once Publicly
by letter declare
that the document contains false
doctrine and that its author is a
false prophet. Note well that the
document does not offend all the
brother pastors or congregations

QUESTIONS ON PERSONAL
OFFENSE AND BROTHERLY
ADMONITION
A pastor has written a document
for his own congregation to study.
The document may or may not
contain false doctrine. The document has come into the hands of
some pastors who are brethren in
the faith with the author of the
.-
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but only oozeand perhaps another.
What, then, should such as have
taken offense do? Should they at
once sever fellowship
with the
brother who has written the document -without
even discussing
the matter privately with him?
Should they endeavor to give the
matter as much publicity as possible and blaze it abroad even
though many have neither seen
nor heard of the document in question? Should th ey upset the unity
of an entire Conference and disrupt the agenda of a convention
by charges and demands of retraction when they have never spoken
privately to the brother concerned
or even later discussed the matter
in a larger circle of brethren?
Wouldn’t it be the height of pride
and arrogance to disregard the orderly steps of admonition which
the Lord sets forth in Matthew 18?
Shouldn’t there be great concern
for the soul of the brother whom
they consider to be in error?
Wouldn’t this demand a patient
dealing with the brother -pointing him to the Scriptures with all
meekness a n d long - suffering?
When the brother shows that he
is impenitent and every approach
to him is blocked, is not t&zat the
proper Scriptural time to bring
the matter of the offense to the
attention of more brethren and
finally to a public assembly, be it
a congregation in case of Church
discipline and excommunication or
a Convention in case of synodical

discipline and exclusion from a
conference of congregations.? What
is your answer?
What about when a person
claims to have admonished a fellow Christian simply by letter to
no avail and now he wishes to
make public the matter of offense
which has come between him and
his brother? Wouldn’t it be both
cowardly and hypocritical to bypass face to face admonition as the
Lord commands us when He says:
“GO and tell him his fault between
thee and him alone.“? Can writing
letters of private admonition or
rebuke actually then take the place
of an honest exchange of thought
between brethren in a face to face
conversation? Christian discipline
certainly is not for the purpose of
seeing how foolish I can make my
fellow Christian (who has offended me) look in the eyes of others
or for the purpose of making them
see how intelligent and true to the
Word of God I myself am. Is it
not rather to win the brother who
has given the offense and patiently
to help him see the error of his
ways? Can this properly be done
by letter writing when nothing
stands in the way of a personal and
brotherly meeting?
-B
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WHAT IT MEANS TO
FOLLOW JESUS
In the Gospel according to St.
Luke we are introduced to a man
who declared to Jesus: “Lord, I
will follow thee whithersoever thou
g0es.t! ” The Savior’s words and
miracles had made an impression
upon his heart and he earnestly desired to offer himself to Jesus. He
seems ready to follow any demand
of the Savior. There are no restrictions in his offer. There are no
“ifs” or “buts” o.f any kind. And
there is not the slightest evidence
that this man, as he speaks, is not
sincere.
“But what does the Savior answer? Jesus. said unto him: “Foxes
have holes, and birds of the air have
nests; but the Son of man hath not
where to lay his head.” From this
answer of Jesus we realize that the
man’s offer to follow Jesus was the
result of a sudden impulse of the
He had not carefully
moment.
counted the cost of the sacrifice
which must be asked of the followers .of Christ. Jesus, therefore,
points out from His own case that
“the Son of man hath not where
to lay his head.” In this world Jesus
had no house or piece of land which
He could call His own. His great
concern was not connected with
earthly property, wealth., ease,honor, pleasure, enjoyment, and the
like. His concern was for the Kingdom of Heaven and for the eternal
salvation of all mankind.

Jesus, the Son of God, humbled
Himself and became poor, that
we, through His poverty, might be
made eternally rich in heaven. Here
on earth, however, the true followers of Jesus can hardly expect
better circumstances than their
Master experienced. Jesus uses His
homelessness to illustrate the path
of His true followers. Their lives
must be spiritual instead of carnal,
heavenly instead of earthly. They
must set their affections on things
above and not on the things of this
earth. They must be concerned about treasures in heaven instead of
the wealth and riches of this. world;
they must be concerned about the
everlasting enjoyments of heaven
instead of early pleasures and amusements. .A true follower of
Jesus cannot serve God and mammon - he cannot make the earth
his true home and heaven also.
There are undoubtedly
many
people who sincerely desire to follow Jesus but have not counted
the cost; people who in moments
of unsettled emotion, enthusiastically declare: “Lord, I will follow
Thee withersoever Thou goest”,
but do not realize that they must
sacrifice earthly treasures and enjoyments ; people who are fairweather Christians, who desire to
follow Jesus as long as there is
smooth sailing - as long as,everything goes well. But when they are
asked to give up that which the
Lord has given to them, to give up
their earthly wealth and to forsake
140 -

their wordly enjoyments
fall away from Christ.

-

they

Jesus did not paint a beautiful
picture in order to induce this man
to follow Him. He does not seek to
win souls by offering false rewards
which fade into bittler illusions.
Jesus points out the true path upon
which His followers must walk
with all its false glamour removed
in the light of truth and reality.
St. Luke does not tell us whether
this man turned away from Jesus
in disappointment or whether he
took up his cross and followed
Jesus. This omission causes us to
apply the words, of the Savior to
ourselves. U p o n hearing these
words would you forsake Him because of your love for the things
of the world, for earthly treasures
and enjoyments ? Or would you be
determined, by the grace and power of God, to follow your Savior in
fair weather and foul, through
sunshine and tempest, in the good
and in the evil days? Jesus wants
followers who can endure trials
and hardships, and never give up.
He says: “If any would come after
Me, let him deny himself and take
up his cross daily and follow Me.”
-B

God oftentimes washes the eyes
of His children with tears in order
that they might see more clearly
and read aright His earnes.t commandments an d H is precious
promises.
-O-

A true child of God uses his
Chriskiae liberty 1) not by walking after the flesh in all manner of
sinfulness, but 2) by walking after
the Spirit in cheerful obedience to
the Will and Word of God out of
love for the Savior.
-o-“The life of Christianity”,
says
Luther, “consists of possessive pronouns.” It is one thing to, say,
“Christ is the Savior”; it is quite
another thing to say, “He is ~zy
Savior and my Lord.” The devil
ca.n say the first; the true Christian alone can say the second.
”r\
What kind of a missionary are
you? Luther says: “It is not right
to associate with people and withhold from them the things necessary for their souls’ salvation.”
-O-

-o-
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Additional evidence of the existence of Pontius Pilate, the Roman governor of Judea who delivered Jesus to be crucified, has been
reported discovered on a stone near
Caesarea about ten miles south of
Haifa, Professor Antonio Frova,
director of the antiquities department of northern Italy, announced
the discovery’ He said that a University of Milan expedition came
across it in the ruins of a Roman
amphitheater. The stone, measuring 3 1x23 inches, had the name
“Pontius, Pilate” carved on it, under the name ccTiberium.” Many
Bib,lical scholars say this is the first
evidence of the existence of Pilate
outside of the New Testament and
the writings of Josephus. Such nrckjaeological discoveries whcb aye
made from tinze to time testify to
the fact tkwt the Bible is indeed
THE TRUTH. QUIPfaith rests not
uPon kwnan fabrications hi! @on
%5e Word of God, whch live,&
alzd abidetb for ever.”
(1 Pet. 1.23)
-o-In an address to the American
Federation of Teachers convention
at Philadelphia Senator Wayne L.
Morse (D.-Oregon)
warned. that
stubborn opposition by the Roman
Catholic hierarchy in this country
had blocked federal aid to public
schools and “could revive religious

Comment)
quarrels of past history”. The Senator stated that the Roman Catholic clergy h a d succeeded in
“blocking the legitimate aims of
the majority of our people through
pressure tactics. They are sowing
a wind of discord which will result
in a whirlwind of resentment when
the people of this country learn
the facts.” Roman Catholic leaders “including
highly influential
churchmen such as Cardinal Spellman look upon the public schools
as competitors,”
he said. Rep.
James J. Delaney (D. -N.Y.), on
the other hand, had led the fight
for federal funds for the Roman
Catholic Church. Rep. Delaney cast
the deciding vote in -the House
Rules Committee to kill both federal aid to education and longterm loans to private and parochial
schools. Mr. Delaney maintains
that any form of federal aid must
include assistance for parochial
schools equal to that given public
schools. To mery careful observer
it mwst surely be very euident that
the old official position of the Roman Catibolic Chmh~ that the
Clmvcb is NOT to be separate from
the State is still held to this day.

The Christian Brothers, a Roman
Catholic teaching order, is one of
the leading wine and brandy producers in the United States. Pro143

-

ceeds frolm the winery are used to
support ten schools operated by
the order in its San Francisco Province. They paid no U. S. taxes
until 19 57 when they converted
their winery into a tax-paying corporation. Under protest, the order
paid $489,000 taxes on its profits
in 1951, 1952, and 1955. The government sought another $1.3 million on profits made in 19 53, 19 54,
and 1956. In July, U. S. Judge
Sherill Halbert in San Francisco
rejected an effort by the Christian
Brothers to get their tax money
back. He said that even if a winery
has a chapel for the use of its
workers, “the winery is a winery,
not a church.” Ooze is reminded of
the oLd adage, W!oemaker stick
to your tjpade.” T L.Je Roman
Chrch
observes the princ@le,
“T/Fe end justifies the meam.” This
tilne thy rafa into a snag!
--o--Rev. Jarsoslav J. Pelikan, Jr.,
will become professor of ecclesiastical history at Yale University Divinity School next year. Announcement of the appointment, to be
effective July 1, 1962, was made
last month. Dr. Pelikan, 37, is a
pastor of the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod and professor of
historical theology at the University of Chicago’s Federated ‘Theological Faculty. He taught previously at Valparaiso (Ind.) University and Concordia Seminary. He
is also the son of a Missouri Synod
pastor, and holds degrees from

Concord.ia College and Seminary
and the University of Chicago. He
is co-editor with ULC’s Dr. Helmut Lehmann of a new American
edition of Luther’s complete works
of which 17 volumes have appeared so far, and author of a number
of books. Dr. Pelikan is a member
of the Commission on Faith and
Order of the World Council of
Churches and a board member of
the Foundation for Reformation
Research. Th fact th,at Dr. Pelika;tz is a l&em1 h,as becofne increasingly evident from year to year.
That be SOW becomes a professor
at Yale Universityzs DIVINITY
School is really the grand clhnax of
his

liberalim2

was

shzce

affixed

State,ment

if2

h'is

signature

to the infamous

A

1945.
-O-

The Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod voted last month to
sever relations with the Lutheran
Church-Missouri
Synod. It was
approved, 124 to 49, by delegates
in the final session, (Aug. 17th)
of their 36th Convention which
dragged on eight hours past expected adjournment at Wisconsin
Lutheran High School in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. The action formalized a split that had been in the
making since 1939. A similar proposal was rejected by the Wisconsin Synod in I 9 57. The resolution
adopted by the delegates provided
that “we now suspend fellowship
with the Lutheran Church-Missouri
Synod . . . with the hope and pray143 -
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Guaranteed

er to God that the Missouri Synod
will hear in this resolution an
evangelical summons to come to
herself and to return tu the side of
her sister Synod from whom she
has estranged herself.” Dr. Behnken, president of the Missouri Synod insisted that the differences
between the Synods were not in
doctrine but in the field of application of God’s tVord. Finally, the
Wiscomin
Synod
has officially
carried

out what it has expressed
admonitions
to the
i;r2 prwiozts
Missouri Synod. If we understand
the resolution
coru8ectly, this will
cve22tually T12eanthe dissolution of
the Synodical Conference of which
Wiscorzsin has been a part fojp al?qzost a century.-We thank ajad
praise God for having granted th’e

Wiscomin
Synod the grace to
break fellows&~ with the Missouri
Synod f 01’ SCRIPT URAL reasons!
Albert
P’. Stauderman,
Associate
Editoq
of the Lutheran,
official
f2c’aws magazi22e of th,e ULC, refers
to this action of the Wisconsi22
Syp2od in the August
3 0th issue
a22d declares, “It ‘may well be that
in St. Louis this decision is greeted
auith a sigh of rekf.”
The Miss02~ri
Sy22od cap2 now go merrily on its
way without
Wisco22sin being a
thorn in its side. But let Missouri
not forget t/+at rebellion
agai22st
the Wo,rd of God “is as the sin of
auitcbcraf t, a22d stubbornness is as
iniquity
and idolat+’
(1 Sam. 15:23)

-

M. L. N.
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