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STATEMENT OF PURPOSE 

To set forth in simple and plain language 
the pure doctrine of God’s Word as taught by 
the true Lutheran Church in full accordance 
with the Book of Concord of 1580, and the 
Brief Statement of 1932. 

To show, on the basis of Scripture, what 
true Christians are to believe and how, out 
of love for their Savior Jesus Christ, they are 
to lead godly lives. 

To furnish aids for 6ible study and articles 
for Scriptural devotion and meditation. 

To demonstrate, by our Scriptural stand, 
that our Concordia Lutheran Conference is not 
a sect or a false church body but that the 
congregations which form our Conference 
comprise the true visible church on earth, not 
denying, however, that there may be others 
unknown to us who truly share our Scriptural 
position in doctrine and practice and who also 
rightly belong to the irue visible church of 
Christ. 

To urge all who truly share our Scriptural 
position in doctrine and practice to acknowl- 
edge our position openly and publicly in order 
that we may recognize the blessed existence 
of such God-given unity and that we may then 
proceed to practice a God-pleasing church 
fellowship with them by supporting each 
other’s work with our prayers and personal 
service as mutually acknowledged brethren in 
the faith. 

To show that we do not have among us a 
mixture of divergent teachings but that we 
are, by God’s grace, “perfectly joined together 
in the same mind and in the same judgment.” 

To set forth pertinent historical informa- 
tion which has a bearing upon the Church 
and to expose modern philosophical thought 
and the so-called scientific theories which 
contradict the Word of God. 

To expose particularly the false teaching 
and practice of the various soqlled “Lurh- 
eran” church bodies by comparing their teach- 
ing and practice with what is plainly recorded 
in the Word of God, in the Lutheran Con- 
fessions, and in the old orthodox Lutheran 
writings. 

To expose false teaching and practice 
wherever it makes its appearance and to keep 
abreast of the current happenings in the 
church world and among the nations as signs 
of the times. 

To be truthful and factual in our reporting 
and freely to correct any misinformation of 
which we are not aware and which has been 
called to our attention. Also to clarify any 
information or statement of doctrine or prac- 
tice which may be unclear to our readers or 
which may create a wrong impression. 



WELCOME T 
We, the pastor and members of 

St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church of 
Wilmot, S. Dak., extend a cor- 
dial welcome to all the pastors, 
lay delegates, and visitors who 
will be attending the 1 lth. annual 
convention of the Concordia Luth- 
eran Conference here on June 22- 
26, 1961. 

It has been four years since we 
were privileged to play host to 
the convention, and we look for- 
ward to having you all in our 
midst again. We sincerely hope 
to make your stay in Wilmot a 
pleasant one and will do every- 
thing to make you as comfortable 
as possible. 

As always, you, the delegates, 
will be housed in the homes of 
our members, and we assure you 
that the hospitality which you 
will enjoy during your five-day 
stay will be in the finest South 
Dakota tradition. 

The ladies of our congregation 
will serve the noon and evening 
meals in the church basement, and 
those of you who were here in 
1957 know that you can expect 
food and drink of the most de- 
licious and palatable type. 

Incidentally, this year is the 
Centennial observance of the Da- 
kota territory, and many areas of 
the state have scheduled special 
events throughout the summer to 
take note of this memorable oc- 
casion (1841-1961). 

0 WILMOT! 
Wilmot also had an anniversary 

this month. On June 8, the 88th 
year of its history was observed in 
a special celebration which brought 
hundreds of people to our town 
and reunited friends of long 
standing now living in various 
parts of the United States. 

Wilmot is an attractive town 
in the northeastern part of the 
state and numbers 545 people. In 
addition to many business places 
it has six churches, a large school 
building, an auditorium, and many 
beautiful residences. Anyone trav- 
eling here by train (The Milwau- 
kee Road) or by bus (Greyhound) 
is to get off at Milbank, S. D. 
From there it is a 2 Y-mile ride by 
car to Wilmot. 

We hope to see many of you at 
the convention. May the Lord of 
the Church grant you all a safe 
trip here and home again, and 
may His blessings attend every 
session ! -0.w.s. 

As for God, His wny is perfect: 
the word of tile Lo:rd is tried: He 
is a buckleI? to all those that tmst 
in Him. (Ps. 18:3O) 
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Our Eleventh Annual Convention 
By the time our subscribers 

read this issue, pastors, lay dele- 
gates, and visitors from near and 
far, will have traveled by train, 

bus, or car to the upper midwest 
for the 1 Ith annual convention of 
our beloved Concordia Lutheran 
Conference, held at St. Stephen’s 
Lutheran Church, Milmot, S. 

Dak., June 22-26, 1961. 

As we review the past, we are 
mindful both of the countless 
blessings which the Lord has 

showered upon us and of the fail- 
ings and shortcomings of which 
we all are guilty. For His grace 
and blessings we gratefully praise 
His holy name. For our trans- 
gressions we humbly ask Him for 
mercy and pardon and beseech 
Him to fill us with new zeal and 
vigor for the work of His King- 
dom so that we all might labor 
while it is day, ere the night com- 
eth, when no man can work. John 
9:4. 

Through the addresses, sermons’, 
and essays at our convention we 
shall be guided as to the only way 
to meet mutual problems and to 
reach the goals which we have set 
for ourselves. Relying solely on 
Scripture, we s,hall make decisions 
and pass resolutions that are to 
God’s honor and glory and for 
the welfare of His kingdom as 
we strive to “speak the same 
thing. . . and be perfectly joined 
together in the same mind and in 
the same judgment.” 1 Cor. 1: 10. 

Finally, at our convention the 
wonderful bond of Christian fel- 
lowship will be fortified as we 
meet with one another, bear our 
mutual burdens, and share our 
mutual joys. It will be edifying 
and comforting to worship and to 
work with such as are united in 
doctrine and practice and ever 
seek to walk in the old paths. Jer. 
6:16. 

Through our convention ses- 
sions we shall receive new inspir- 
ation and guidance for our vital 
tasks. Since the spreading of His 
truth remains our chief obliga- 
tion, we need the reminder of the 
Lord: “If ye abide in Me, and My 
words abide in you, ye shall ask 
what ye will, and it shall be done 
unto you.” John 1 f :7. 

May our eleventh annual con- 
vention be a most blessed exper- 
ience for all! May new enthusiasm 
for the work of the Lord fill the 
heart of each pas.tor and layman, 
and may this fervor for Christ’s 
cause be transmitted to all our 
people! The Lord of hosts bless 
and keep our Conference, its offi- 
cers, its pastors, and its congrega- 
tions as we continue to lift high 
the banner of truth and march 
onward and upward to our heav- 
enly goal! -0.w.s. 

-840 



STATE OF THE CHURCH (MO. 
CONFERENCE MEETING 

f .l * In the May issue of the Con- 
cordia Lutheran our attention was 
directed to some “encouraging 
news” regarding a recent move- 
ment toward conservatism within 
the Lutheran Church - Missouri 
Synod. Reference there was made 
to a proposed State of the Church 
free conference to be held in Mil- 
waukee, Wisconsin, May 15 and 
16. 

ments or tms momentous meeting, 
the undersigned presents the res- 
olutions passed, sometimes in some- 
what abbreviated form, with an 
eye to their contents. 

Reso~lution #l memorializes Sy- 
n,od in its 1962 convention to 
amend Article II of the Constitu- 
tion by adding a third congress- 
ional standard, The Brief State- 
ment. The present standards. num- 
ber two: The Scriptures of the 
Old and New Testament, and the 
Book of Concord. 

Pastors and teachers among its 
472 registered delegates gave ex- 
pression to their chief criticism 
leveled against the parent body 
by adopting a series of resolutions 
which embody specific complaints 
together with the recommended 
synodical action for their correc- 
tion. Thirteen resolutions were 
offered and adopted by this con- 
ference. Of these, the first eleven 
treat of doctrinal issues. The la’st 
two concern themselves with- rou- 
tine business and organizational 
matters. 

The first eleven resolutions are 
offered to Synod’s membership as 
memorials, each concluding ,with 
rrResolved, That all congregations, 
pastors, and teachers be urged 
likewise to submit this memorial 
to the 1962 synodical convention 
and to devote their efforts to se- 
curing its adoption.” 

In order to give our readers a 
factual report on the accomplish- 

Synod) 

’ 

Resolution #2 presents a sam- 
pling of four Scripture truths 
which have been publicly chal- 
lenged or denied by some Synod 
members : Cc 1) That the early Old 
Testament patriarchs knew and 
believed that there is only -one 
God and that He is Triune; 2) 
That Holy, Scripture is in all its 
parts and words the revealed Word 
of God, factually precise and in- 
fallible; 3 ) That there will be a 
resurrection of the flesh and that 
the soul continues., its’ existence 
after de.ath; 4) That orthodoxy 
is attainable in this life.” Since 
“these challenges or denials of 
Holy Scripture’s clear teaching 
have, not been effectually and fin- 
ally corrected. and repudiated,” 
the 1962 synodical convention is 
requested to direct its officers to 
maintain the Synod’s doctrinal 
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standard, Article II of the Con- 
stitution ; and direct the officers 
responsible to institute immediat.e 
synodical discipline wherever nec- 
essary. Four specific public docu- 
ments are then designated in the 
body of this resolution which need 
retraction. 

Resolution #3 requests that the 
Synod acknowledge the proper 
distinction between congregation- 
al and synodical discipline and that 
it “practice truly evangelical sy- 
nodical discipline.” 

Resolution #4 presents the po- 
sition of the Conference on a doc- 
ument, “The Theology of Fellow- 
ship,” prepared by a committee 
within the Synod. It holds this 
document “to be unsupported by 
Scripture and therefore rejects it.” 
The Conference also requests the 
Synod to repudiate it. 

Resolution #j requests the Sy- 
nod to declare that “A Statement 
on the Form and Function of the 
Holy Scriptures,” adopted by the 
St. Louis Faculty, “is not accept- 
able because of its lack of clarity 
and dubious expressions.” 

Resolution #6 deplores the fact 
that “eminent orthodox theologi- 
cal publications of our Church are 
no longer in print and are eagerly 
sought by both clergy and laity,” 
therefore it urges “Synod in its 
1962 convention to instruct our 
publishing house to make avail- 
able Outlhws of Doctriml The& 
ogy, A. L. Graebner; Walther’s 
18 5 8 essay, Wky Are the SymboL 

icd Books of Ow Cthwj3 fo BE 
Subscv&ed Uncm~ditiolzdlly By 
Those Who Wish to Be Its Serv- 
mats?; Sc~~i~twe Cannot Be Broke@ 
and Reason and Revekafio;lz by 
Theodore Engelder ; and the Con- 
cordia Triglott with its Histori- 
cal Introdatction by F. Bente.” 

Resolution 76’ declares that 
“both the Lutheran World Feder- 
ation and the National Lutheran 
Council are unionistic in charac- 
ter and work, and embrace groups 
that are not in doctrinal agree- 
ment with the Missouri Synod”; 
and that “both organizations are 
addicted to an emphasis on social 
gospel which Synod has tradition- 
ally repudiated.” Therefore the 
Conferencee requests Synod “to 
direct Synod’s officers to sever all 
connections involving worship or 
joint religious work which Synod 
or any of its subsidiary agencies 
may have with either organization 
and to avoid any such ties, as long 
as the organizations mentioned 
maintain their present position and 
activity.” 

Resolution +% declares that since 
“The National Council of Church- 
es and. the World Council of 
Churches hold and advocate doc- 
trines and practices contrary to 
Synod’s stated position,” and “Ev- 
idence is at hand that some in 
leading positions in these organi- 
zations have lent their support, 
wittingly and unwittingly, to ide- 
ologies and movements that 
threaten to destroy our God-given 
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freedom as a nation”; the Confer- 
ence therefore requests of Synod 
” 1) To direct individual members 
and subsidiary bodies of Synod 
now associated with the National 
Council of Churches or the World 
Council to sever such connections 
immediately, and 2 ) By resolution 
to record its stand against the po- 
sition and practice of the Nation- 
al Council and the World Coun- 
cil.” 

Resolution #P d.eclares that 
“Communism is militantly opposed 
to Christianity and subversive of 
the principles upon which our na- 
tion was founded”; therefore the 
Conference petitions Synod Cc 1) 
To instruct the Board for Hi.gher 
Education to direct the teachers 
of social sciences in Synod’s insti- 
tutions to instruct their pupils as 
to the destructive character and 
tactics of the communist an,d re- 
lated ideologies; and 2 ) To in- 
struct the appropriate department 
or board of Synod to compile and 
publish for our congregations a 
list of competent lecturers on the 
evils of Communism and related 
ideologies.” 

Resolution #l 0 acknowledges 
the fact that while there are many 
Bible translations, “We find the 
King James Version of Scripture 
still to be the most fluent and doc- 
trinally faithful translation we 
have, and that its language con- 
tinues unmatched in beauty and 
majesty”; and that “None of the 
present modern translations is 

adequate in accuracy and language 
to serve as a Bible text in a cate- 
chism, Bible History, or other ma- 
terial of our Church.” The Con- 
ference further emphasized the 
fact that ‘(our Christians should 
have a Bible which is in their ow-n 
language and in which they can 
trust every word from cover to 
cover” ; therefore it resolved to 
“memorialize the 1962 synodical 
convention -1) That we direct that 
all statements in Synod’s official 
publications regarding Bible trans- 
lations and paraphrases be con- 
fined to objective analyses, and 
that synodical agencies refrain 
from propaganda for a particular 
version, especially for the Revised 
Standard Version; and 2) That 
we do not use the Revised Stand.- 
ard Version or other modern trans- 
lations, which by their errors are 
disqualified from becoming the 
Bible of our Church, in our cate- 
chisms, Bible History, liturgy, or 
instructional materials but await 
the production- of an accurate 
modern Bible for the use of our 
Church; and 3) That we encour- 
age Synod’s pastors, teachers, and 
lay people to work for a Bible that 
is accurate and in the language 
of the people and urge our Chris- 
tian scholars. to cooperate in pro- 
ducing such, a Bible.” The Con- 
f erence urges ‘(our brethren in the 
Church meanwhile to continue to 
use the King James Version in 
public instruction and worship.” 

Resolution #ll concerns Val- 
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paraiso University. It petitions 
“the 19 62 synodical convention 
to direct Synod’s Praesidium and 
Board of Directors 1) To call 
upon the university to conform 
its teaching and publications. (both 
faculty and student) to the doc- 
trinal position of Synod; and 2) 
If the university cannot or will 
not do so, to refrain from author- 
izing further Synod-wide solici- 
tation of funds for the school.” 

Resolution #12 directs “A. That 
the ‘Executive Board, 1) Direct- 
ing the resolutions of this free 
conference to the appropriate of- 
ficials and organizations of Synod, 
together with papers delivered at 
this conf eren.ce which pertain 
thereto; 2) Calling further meet- 
ings and conferences; 3 ) A.ppoint- 
ing area representatives to estab- 
lish discussion groups for study 
and information on vital doctrinal 
matters confronting our church; 
B. That all registered members of 
this free conference and others of 
like mind be urged to volunteer 
their talents, time, and support 
for the furtherance of this work; 
C. That the executive officers, of 
the conference study the feasibil- 
ity of publishing a journal of the- 
ology to disseminate the essays 
here presented and similar mater- 
ial for the preservation of the pure 
Word, as it has been confesed his- 
torically in Synod’s theological po- 
sition.” 

Resolution #I 3 expresses thanks 
to those who made possible and 

served this free conference ccin 
order to present and preserve the 
sound Scriptural position upon 
which our church was founded 
and flourished.” Essays delivered 
during the meeting covered the 
following subjects,: The State of 
the Church, the Doctrine of Scrip- 
ture, Church and Church fellow- 
ship, the Ecumenical Movement, 
Youth, The Brief Statement, Our 
Secular School, and an evaluation 
of the State of our Church.. 

The State of the Church Con- 
ference based its official criticisms 
and actions on facts which it pre- 
sents in printed form in its Book 
of Documentation, 1961, a com- 
piliation of copies of the original 
materials, indicating their sources, 
the aberrations, criticisms, correc- 
tions, etc. The book is available 
in limited quantity at the Post- 
Conference price of $10. \Vrite 
to the State of the Church Con- 
ference, 4430 St. James, Detroit 
10, Michigan, for information. 

- E. L. Mehlberg 

Behold, God is wq) salvation; 1 
will h.ut, and not be af yaid: f 07 
.&be Lord JEHOVAH is nzy 
strength and 222~ song; He also is 
become my salvatiofz.. (Is. 12 :2 > 
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An Evchation And A Friendly Word 
The State of the Church Con- 

ference confirms what has been 
general knowledge for some time 
already, namely, that the Luther- 
an Church-Missouri Synod, in a 
vast number of areas, as well as 
officially by its confessional posi- 
tion, is guilty of pub,lic false doc- 
trine and unscriptural practice. 
Whether at this late hour in the 
history of that synod’s defection 
such a group as the State of the 
Church Conference will be suc- 
cessful in its efforts to bring about 
a reform in the corrupt parent 
body, remains to be seen. With 
God, of course, nothing is impos- 
sible! And we pray the Lord of 
the Church.: Please, grant mercy! 

ways in all its membership and 
reform itself! To that end may 
the Lord grant His grace! 

We of the Concordia Lutheran 
Conference wish the State of the 
Church Conference members well 
in their sincere efforts to present 
and restore the sound Scriptural 
position upon which the Missouri 
Synod was founded and flour- 
ished. We pray the Lord to give 
these our former brethren light, 
guidance, and success in that 
worthwhile undertaking. We who 
are so vitally occupied with the 
very same objectives, who have 
organized for that specific reason, 
will look on with great interest 
and concern in this endeavor of 
the State of the Church Confer- 
ence. May the Synod itself h.eed 
this, clarion call of its brethren and 
forthrightly turn from its evil 

May we pass on a friendly sober 
word to our former brethren, the 
present members .of the State of 
the Church Conference. The con- 
servatism demonstrated in its re- 
cent meeting, as far as it went, is 
indeed heart-warming and en- 
couraging. Yet, one cannot put 
much stock in its, ultimate effec- 
tiveness because it is, sad to say, 
itself defective. Its members have 
become that through continued 
fellowship with the heterodox pa.r- 
ent body: “A little leaven leaven- 
eth the whole lump.” Gal. 5 :9. 
Essentially, conditions in the Mis- 
souri Synod were not much better 
ten years ago. Under such cir- 
cumstances one hardly dares to ex- 
pect success ; the outlook is not a 
bright one. We looked in vain 
for Conference testimony against 
the evil of Scouting and Chap- 
laincy. It would see.m that this is 
one example of the group’s defec- 
tive theology, besid.es the scrip- 
turally indefensible continuance 
of fellowship relations in the Sy- 
nod under the circumstances. 

Our fellowship obligations in 
the visible church are very clearly 
set forth in God’s Word; may the 
members of the State of the 
Church Conference bear this in 
mind in their future dealings with 
the Synod. We owe our first 
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allegiance to the Lord and His 
Word; our allegiance to the vis- 
ible brotherhood is secondary, it 
belongs under the 2nd Table of 
the Ten Comandments. Where 
the Lord by His Word directs us 
to go, there we may go and be 
certain of His blessings; where the 
Lord forbids us to go, there we 
may not go if we desire to keep 
His blessings. v We have no call 
from God’to continue, as brethren, 
to admonish a brotherhood which 
upholds error and persists in re- 
fusing Christian correction. From 
the first step of Christian admo- 
nition down to the last one, God’s 
Word is clear and decisive con- 
cerning our f ellowsk%j obligations. 
“And if any man obey not our 
word by this epistle, note that 
mail, and have no company with 
h’ 1% that. he may be ashamed. 
Yet count him not as an enemy, 
but admonish him as a brother.” 2 
Thess, 3:14-U. “A man that is un 
hretick after the first and second 
admonition reject.” Titus 3 : 10. 
“Mad them which cause divisions 
and offences contrary to the doc- 
trine which ye have learned; and 
avoid ~~WJA” Rom. 16: 1% “Be- 
ware of false prophets!” Matt. 7: 
I 5.’ When such plain words of 
our Lord are set aside in the in- 
terest of a so-called higher love 
and allegiance centered in human 
beings and their institutions, then 
it has become an unfaithful, an 
adulterous love ! If one does not 

repentantly desist from such idol- 

atry, then one necessarily also be- 
comes “partaker of other men’s 
sins.” 1 Tim. 5:22. 

When, in obedience to the 
Lord’s Word, we thus sever from 
persistently erring brethren, those 
former brethren of ours may, in- 
deed, be highly offended because 
we place the love of God above 
the love of such unfaithful breth- 
ren and their fellowship. Such of - 
fense is not the result of our faith- 
fulness to the Lord, but it is due 
to their own unfaithfulness be- 
fore the Lord: “Woe unto the 
world because of of fences ! for it 
must needs be that offences come; 
but woe to that man by whom the 
offence cometh!” Matt. 18 :7. 

By such Christian separation, 
under God, one saves his own soul 
alive and becomes a God-pleasing 
example for others to follow. By 
such godly action we encourage 
no one to continue unnecessarily 
to expose his soul to the leaven- 
ing, destructive influence of error. 
We must not think that we are 
indispensable to a corrupt fellow- 
ship, that is, to testify from with- 
in when we have no call before 
God any longer to continue in 
that circumstance, when we have 
God’s clear comand to be- separate. 
God finds ways and means to res- 
cue the remnant there which His 
eternal foreknowledge has secur.ed 
for Himself, against which the 
gates of -hell shall not prevail! He 
does not need our human .wisdom 
to bolster His eternal plans! King 
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Saul only sadly obstructed when 
he did the very ccreasonable” thing 
in his misdirected zeal to assist the 
Lord in His work. He chose to 
sacrifice instead of clinging blind- 
ly by faith in humble obedience 
to the more certain and sure Word 
of his God, the Lord. I Sam. 13: 
13-14. 

Let us all be faithful Christians 
who honor the Lord rightly by 
holding fast to His Word above 
everything else. Let us ever trust 
His free saving grace in Christ 
our Savior for the forgiveness of 
our sins. Let us always yield will- 
ing obedience to Him in all 
things, holding our meddlesome 
human wisdom in complete re- 
straint through the power of His 
Holy Spirit, gladly accepting the 
consequences, which in any event 
can only be a blessing for us under 
His loving care. Let the govern- 
ment of His Church remain under 
the complete and orderly direction 
of His most capable guiding 
hands, When He calls, let us fol- 
low His call gratefully, gladly, 
and obediently; and let us faith- 
fully carry out His Will as He 
has revealed it to us in His Word, 
as His. grace supplies, then we can 
exclaim with a clear conscience 
and with sure and joyful confi- 
d ence : 

I know my faith is founded 
On Jesus Christ, my God and 

Lord; 
And this my faith confessing, 

Unmoved I stand upon His Word. 

Man’s reason cannot fathom 
The truth of God profound; 
Who trusts her sub,tle wisdom 
Relies on shifting ground. 
God’s Word is all-sufficient 

It makes divinely sure, 
And trusting in its wisdom, 
My faith shall rest secure. 

- E. L. Mehlberg 

As ye /!&t/e therefore received 

Ch-ist Jesus the Lord, so walk ye 

in H&z: rooted and hilt a@ in 

Him, mad st&lishd in the faith, 
as ye have been tmq&, abomd- 
ing the~~eirz with thanksgiving. __ 

(Cal. 2~6, 7) 

Heaven mzd earth shall pass 

away: but My words shall not 

pass &way. (Mark 13 : 3 1) 
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Around The World 
(with Editoral comment) 

At a. service held in Sigtuna, 
Sweden, recently, Scottish Presby- 
terian and Swedish Lutheran 
churchmen administered Holy 
Communion to each other. Among 
those participating were the pri- 
mate of the Church of Sweden, 
Archbishop Gunnar Hultgren of 
Uppsala, and the moderator of the 
Church of Scotland, Dr. J. H. S. 
Burleigh. We here observe the 
f urtber degeaerution of tiw so- 
culled Luttbrun Church in Swe- 
d en. The Pre$yteriun Church 
does not believe t/&t the body 
and blood of Christ are truly 
present in the Lord’s Supper, 
whle the Lutheran Churcib of 
Sweden is supposed to subscribe to 
the Augs burg Confession w&c-h 
sets forth t&e Scriptural tei&hzg 
of the Lord’s Supper in Article X 
and rejects those who teach cm- 
trury to God’s Holy Word. (Cp. 
Mutt. 26:-28; 1 Car. 11:23-29) 
Hence tbe ubove service wus a 
f lagrunt transgression of God’s 
Word, Ram. 16~17. 

The Russianzodox Church, 
which has a membership of about 
~O,OOO,OOO has made formal ap- 
plication for admission to the 
World Council of Churches. If 
the application is accepted, it will 
then be voted upon by the WCC’s 
Third Assembly at New Delhi, 
India, Nov. 18th to Dec. 6th. 
This will be the first time that an 

Eastern Orthodox body within 
the Soviet camp has become a 
member of the WCC. T&s is cm- 
tuinly an about-face for the Rus- 
siun OrtlCsodox Clburclj! In 1948 
the Russian Chrch refused an 
i~zuih%3n to joi? tkbe Wovld Court- 
cil claiming thdt the WCC wus 
aspiring towurd fioliticul and gzot 
religious gouls. 

Dean Heinrich Grueber, a 69- 
year-old Lutheran pastor of ‘West 
Berlin, was a witness in the trial 
of former Nazi official Adolnh 
Eichmann in Jerusalem. He t;s- 
tified that Eichmann had shown 
“rabid hate for the Jews”. Pastor 
Grueber further stated that Eich- 
mann had given no indication that 
he was acting under orders from 
higher authorities in his. ruthless 
extermination of the Jews, but 
claimed that he possessed full au- 
thority for the program. During 
the war Pastor Grueber headed 
the Church’s efforts to assist the 
persecuted Jews, but Eichmann 
had him put into prison where he 
spent 3 years in concentration 
camps at Dachau, and Sachsenhau- 
sen. Eichzann must now fuce 
those whom be persecuted. But 
how much worse it will be fer 
him when he stands before the 
Judgment Seut of God us an UN- 
REPENTANT sinner! 

Since South Burlington (pop. 
I,5 27) Vermont, had no high 
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school of its own, the local school 
board paid tuition for students to 
attend schools elsew.here. A tax- 
payer’s suit in 19 5 8 challenged 
the school board’s right’ to pay 
$21,000 in tuition to two Roman 
Catholic high schools in Burling- 
ton where South Burlington stu- 
dents were enrolled. The school 
board pointed out that Vermont 
law permitted students to enroll 
in any school chosen by the par- 
ent or guardian. Tuition up to 
$3 2 5 per year could be paid from 
public funds. After lower courts 
had decided against the school 
board, the state Supreme Court 
last year ruled the tuition pay- 
ment law unconstitutional, de- 
claring that the parochial schools 
are “an integral .part of the Ro- 
man Catholic Church., . . The 
First Amendment commands the 
state shall not participate.” When 
the parents of the Roman Catho- 
lic students appealed the decision 
to the U.S. Supreme Court, the 
high court refused to review the 
state court’s decision last month, 
thereby upholding it. Let us pray 
that, we may continue to enjoy 
the se&wation of chrch mad 
State. It is not only Constitution- 
al bzt, above all, Scrifitural! 

et ” 

The Rev. C. F. Kellermann, a 
Missouri Syno,d pastor, is conduct- 
ing services in the Spanish lan- 
guage for a large group of Cuban 
refugees. He is working together 
with the Rev. R. Fenske of the 

American Lutheran Church, and 
the Miami Council of Churches, 
on the spiritual needs of these 
people. . . A new Lutheran publi- 
cation in the Spanish language has 
made its appearance. Its title is 
“EL ESCUDO” (the shield) and 
is being published in Mexico City, 
Mexico. This magazine is spon- 
sored jointly by 5 Lutheran bodies 
of the United States, the United 
Lutheran Church, the Evangelical 
Lutheran, American Lutheran 
Church, the Lutheran Church.- 
Missouri Synod and the National 
Lutheran Council. 1% view of 
these two examples and literally 
scores of others, one wonders how 
arzyone wit&a the Missozcrz” Synod 
can still be so naive to believe that 
Missourz’ does not practice church 
fellowship with those who do not 
accept t/b Brief Statement. 

-O- 

A bill which would have re- 
stricted Hutterite expansion in 
Montana by new zoning regula- 
tions was defeated by one vote in 
the state’s Senate. Passed earlier 
by the House, the proposed legis- 
lation would have limited the 
communal property holdings of 
the Montana Hutterites. There 
are now 13 Hutterite colonies, 
numbering about 100 persons 
each, in the state. Chef tenets of 
the Ehtterites religious doctrine aye 
adult bajtism, pacifism, and al- 
most monastic simplicity of living, 
Ezut in addition they practice com- 
mmual ownership of all property. 

-93- 



Bible Study Outiines 
THE EIGHTH COMMANDMENT 

I This Commandment protects our good name and reputation. Prov. 
22:l; Eccl. 7:l; Matt. 19:18; Mark 10:19. 

A. It takes a long time to build a good reputation, but it can 
be torn down in a very short time. 

B. A good reputation should not be a matter of little conse- 
quence to us. (Cp. 1 Tim. 3:7) 

II It is not forbidden to bear witness, but it is forbidden to bear 

fl a se witness. 
A. Christians have the duty to testify against all error and sin. 

1 John 4:l; 1 Tim. 6:3-Y; 1 Tim. 5:20. 
B. It is forbidden to bear false witness whereby the good repu- 

tation of the neighbor would be harmed. 

III False witness is given ‘in court by - 
A. false witnesses. 1 Kings 21:1O, 13; Acts 6:11, 13, 14; Matt. 

26~59-41; Prov. 19:5; 21:28. 
B. false accusers. Luke 23:2; John 18:29, 30. 
C. false judges. John 19:12; Acts 24:27. 
D. false lawyers who defend their clients when they know that 

they are guilty. 

IV Lying. Gen. 18:15; 2 Sam. 15:3; 2 Kings 5:22; Matt. 26:69ff. 
A. To lie means to tell a falsehood or to withhold the truth in 

order to harm the neighbor. 2 Sam. 3:22-27; Matt. 28:11-15. 
B. Various forms of lying. 

1. How much lying is often done in advertising! 
2. Discuss business, professional, and social lying. 
3. Withholding the truth to harm the neighbor is the same 

as telling an untruth. 
4. What about the so-called “necessary lies”? 1 Sam. 19: 14; 

1 Sam. 20:29; Josh. 25. 
5. Did Abraham lie Gen. 2O:2-12? What about Jacob Gen. 

272 
6. Lying in actions. Josh. 9:4ff; 1 Kings 14:1-6; Matt. 

26:49. 

V We should guard against lying because - 
A. God has earnestly forbidden it. Lev. 19: 11; Eph. 4:25; Col. 

3:9. 



B. it is a satanic vice. Gen. 3 :4, 5; John 8:44. 
C. it destroys all trustworthiness; he who lies must tell addi- 

tional lies to cover up the preceding lie. 
D. it is punished iby God. Prov. 6:16, 17; 12:22; 19:j; Rev. 

21% 

VI God forbids us to reveal our neighbor’s secrets. Prov. 11: 13 ; 2 5 :9; 
20: 19. 

A. Scriptural examples of betrayal. Judges 16: 18 ; 1 Sam. 23: 
19; 22: 9ff; Matt, 26~14-16. 

B. When must we reveal our neighbor’s secrets? Gen. 3 7:2 ; 1 
Sam. 20:33ff. 

VII God forbids us to ruin our neighbor’s good reputation by - 
A. slandering and defaming him. Ps. 50:19-22; James 4:ll; 

Luke 6~37. 
1. Repeating untruths. 
2. Bringing some past evil into the open of which the neigh- 

bor may have been guilty, especially when he is sorry for 
what he has done. 

3. Denying or belittling the good which he has done. Job 
1:9, 10. 

B. malicious gossip. 1 Tim. 5: 13. 

C. What does God require of us when we see our neighbor sin? 
Matt. 18:Uff. 

D. God threatens punishment to all slanderers. Ps. 140: 11; 10 1: 
S-7; Dan. 6:24. 

VIII This Commandment is directed principally against the sins of the 
tongue. James 3:1-14. 

IX We should seek to safeguard our neighbor’s good reputation by - 
A. defending him. Prov. 3 1: 8, 9. 

B, speaking well of him. 1 Sam. 19 :4; 5. 
C. putting the best construction on everything. 1 Pet. 4% 

1. How often we Christians fail in this respect! “The slan- 
derer has the devil on the tongue, and the listener has 
him in the ear.” (Luther) 

2. Love to Jesus and our neighbor should prompt us to 
watch our tongue! Phil. 4: 13. 

-M.L.N. 
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