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To furnish
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aids for Bible study and articles
devotion
and meditation.

To demonstrate,
by our Scriptural
stand,
that our Concordia
Lutheran Conference
is not
a sect or a false church body but that the
which
form
our
Conference
congregations
comprise the true visible church on earth, not
that there may be others
denying,
however,
unknown to us who truly share our Scriptural
position in doctrine and practice and who also
rightly
belong to the true visible church of
Christ.
To urge all who truly share our Scriptural
position in doctrine
and practice to acknowledge our position openly and publicly in order
that we may recognize
the blessed existence
of such God-given unity and that we may then
a God-pleasing
church
proceed
to practice
fellowship
with
them
by supporting
each
other’s work with our prayers and personal
service as mutually acknowledged
brethren
in
the faith.
To show that we do not have among us a
mixture
of divergent
teachings
but that we
joined together
are, by God’s grace, “perfectly
in the same mind and in the same judgment.”
To set forth
pertinent
historical
information which has a bearing
upon the Church
and to expose modern philosophical
thought
and the so-called
scientific
theories
which
contradict
the Word of God.
To expose particularly
the false teaching
and practice
of the various so-called
“Lutheran” church bodies by comparing
their teaching and practice with what is plainly recorded
in the Word of God, in the Lutheran
Confessions, and in the old orthodox
Lutheran
writings.
To expose
false
teaching
and
practice
wherever it makes its appearance
and to keep
abreast
of the current
happenings
in the
church world and among the nations. as signs
of the times.
To be truthful
and factual in our reporting
and freely to correct any misinformation
of
which we are not aware and which has been
called to our attention.
Also to clarify any
information
or statement of doctrine
or practice which may be unclear to our readers or
which may create a wrong impression.

Athanasius was an outstanding
defender of the truth of God’s
Holy Word! Three-hundred years
after the Ascension of Christ into
heaven, a man by the name of
Arius came forward with the false
teaching that the Father alone is
God; neither the Son nor the Holy
Spirit is God. The Son of God is
a creature, the most perfect, but
still a creature, and that He is not
eternal. It was Athanasius who so
courageously stepped forward to
defend the Biblical truth that
Jesus is indeed true God with the
Father and the Holy Ghost. Although Athanasius was exiled
time and again he refused to give
in to pagan emperors and false
teachers, to his death he steadfastly held to and boldly confessed
that Jesus is God. On page 53 of
our Lutheran Hymnal we have
the Creed named after this staunch
confessor of the only true God the Athanasian Creed. Let us not
think that the deity of Christ was
assailedmerely in the early history
of the Church; no, indeed, to this
very day the divinity of Christ is
very vehemently attacked not only
by the many cults in our land,
but also by many who claim to
occupy Christian pulpits!
The One True God
Triune God

is the

To find out who the trze God
is, we must go to the Word of

God. The existence of the world
is not sufficient, nor the testimony
of the conscience. They merely
assure us that there is a God who
is almighty and all-wise who
threatens punishment to all evildoers. In view of this, no wonder
that so many of the heathen nations made up their own gods;
gods which they made with their
own hands and then worshipped.
(Jer. 10 : 1ff) The neighboring
countries of the children of Israel
all had their idols. The Canaanites worshipped Baa1who was their
principal god ( 1 Kings 18 ) And
the Philis.tines worshipped Dagon,
the god who was half fish and
half man. (Judges 1693)
In distinction from all this, the
Lord very plainly commanded the
children of Israel that they were
to worship Him and Him alone.
Xn the very First Commandment
He declared, “Thou shalt have no
other gods before ME.” (Ex. ZQ:
3) And Moses, the servant of the
Lord, said, “Hear, 0 Israel: the
Lord our God is one Lord” (Deut.
6:4) This is repeated by the
Apostle Paul, “There is none other
God but one.” (I Cor. 8:4) In
distinction from the many idols
of the heathen, the true God is
the ONE God. From the words
of Jesus in Matthew 28 we learn
that the one true God is the Triune
God, since Jesus expressly men-
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tions the three Persons: Father,
Son, and Holy Ghost. (v 19)
Note carefully the words of the
Savior! He does not say in “the
names,” but rather “in the name”
of the one God who is the Father
and the Son and the Holy Ghost.
These three Persons are distinct
from one another, yet they are
equal, each one God; and yet,
there is only ONE God. What a
holy, divine mystery! With the
poet we must declare: “How this
can be, I leave to Thee.”

Old

Errors

in New

Garb

The old error of Arius that
Jesus is not true God is s.till found
in one form or another today. The
Jehovah Witnesses, Christian Scientists, Mormons, the lodges (Masons, Elks, Odd Fellows, etc.) all
openly deny the Scriptural truth
that Jews is true God with the
In
Father mzd tbe Holy Spirit!
Matthew 28 : 17 we are told that

the disciples “worshipped” Jesus.
Jesus. did not rebuke them but
rather received the worship. When
There are other sections in the the Apostle Peter had Cornelius
Word of God which plainly tell fall at his feet and worship him,
us this glorious truth. At the Peter told him, “Stand up; I myBaptism of Jesus we have all three self also am a man.” (Acts l&2!,
Persons of the Godhead present: 26) Even when the Apostle John
the Father speaking from heaven, fell down at the feet of the angel
the Son being baptized, and the of the Lord to worship him, the
Holy Ghost descending like a angel rebuked him saying, ‘See
d ove. (M att. 3:16, 17) The thou do it not: for I am thy felApostle John writes, “For there lowservant, and of thy brethren
are three that bear record in heav- the prophets, and of them which
en, the Father, the Word, and the keep the sayings of this book:
Holy Ghost: and these three are worship God.” (Rev. 22:8, 9)
one.” ( 1 John 5 :7) The Apostle But of Christ the Apostle declares,
Paul refers to the three Persons “Let all the angels of God worsaying, “The grace of the Lord ship Him.” (Heb. 1: 6) And Jesus
Jesus Christ, and the love of God, says, “All men should honor the
Son even as they honor the Father.
and the communion of the Holy
Ghost, be with you all.” (2 Cor. He that honoreth not the Son hon13: 14) While, of course, the doc- oreth not the Father, which hath
(John 5:23) Not
trine of the Holy Trinity is taught sent Him.”
with greater clarity in the New only do the Scriptures ascribe to
Testament as we have seen merely Jesus divine honor and glory, but
from the few passagesquoted, it also divine names. ‘This (Christ)
is also taught in the Old Testa- is the true God and eternal life.”
ment. (Gen. 1:2, 26; 11:7; Jer. ( 1 Jo’hn 5 :20) Also divine attri&es. “All power is given unto
23$, 6; Num. 6~24-26)
-lOO-

Me in heaven and in earth.” (Matt.
28: 18) “Lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the
world.” (Matt. 28:20) And add
to this divine works. (Compare
John 1:3; ~1-11) When we consider all this, we must exclaim of
Jesus with the Apostle John,
“Worthy is the Lamb that was
slain to receive power, and riches,
and wisdom, and strength, and
honour, and glory, and blessing.”
(Rev. k12)
The Necessity of Holding
This Teaching

Fast to

Whoever does not believe and
confess the true God of the Bible,
God the Father, God the Son, and
God the Holy Ghost, actually believes in and worships an idol!
Moreover, whoever denies the
Scriptural truth that Jesus is true
God, at the same time denies the
merit of Christ’s sacrifice on the
cross! For if Christ were only a
man, then His suffering and death
would mean nothing to us and we

would still be in our sins. No mere
man could have ever atoned even
for his own sins much less for the
sins of the world. But Christ, being true God and true Man in one
Person, conquered sin, death, and
hell. Let us not be led astray by
the many deceiving cults, modernists, and lodges of our day, but
continue to hold steadfastlv to
God the Father who has created
us, God the Son who has redeemed
us, and God the Holy Spirit who
has made us His own!
-M.L,N.

Be of the same mind one toward
mother.
Mind not high things,
but condescend to men of low estnte. Be not wise in ymr own
conceits. (Rom. 12 : 16)

True faith, which does not grow spontaneously out of any person,
is so firm that, though the heavens were to cave in and hell were to
open its mouth, its possessorcould defy them by his believing appeal to
Jesus Christ, true God, who has redeemed him, a lost and condemned
creature, with His precious blood, and secured him against the rav0. nowever, 1s nKe
ages of all the devils of hell. The faith of hypocrnes,
the snow of March, which melts in the sun.
1

.

l-1

(Law and Gospel, p. 341)
-lOl-

The Concordia
Lutheran Conference
Convention
Digest
“God is our refuge and strength,
a very present help in trouble.
I . . The Lord of hosts is with us;
the God of Jacob is our refuge!”
Ps. 46: 1 and 11. Joining most
sincerely in these words of the
psalmist were the pastors and lay
delegates who traveled many miles
and assembled at St. Stephen’s
Lutheran Church, Wilmot, South
Dakota, June 24-26, 1961, for the
eleventh annual convention of the
Concordia Lutheran Conference.
There the Lord granted pleasant
weather and abundant sunshine as
the representatives of our churches
met to discuss and decide upon the
work of Christ’s kingdom. The
official proceedings of the convention, g.ivin.g more detailed information, will, God willing, be
printed as soon as possible. In the
meantime a brief resume of the
19 61 convention is herewith offered.
The convention proper began on
Saturday, June 24, with a divine
service. President E. L. Mehlberg,
Milwaukee, Wisconsin, delivered a
most soul-stirring and instructive
sermon on Acts 2, 42-47 under
the theme: “The Mother Church
at Jerusalem - a Blessed Pattern
for the Congregations of our Conf erence! ” He pointed out most
vividly how these early Christians
remain a model for us all in steadfast faith, brotherly love, Chris-

tian unity, and missionary zeal.
The host pastor, Rev. 0. w.
Schaefer, served as liturgist.
On Sunday morning, June 2 5,
another divine service was held in
which Holy Communion was celebrated. Approximately 13o people attended this service. Pastor
Paul Bloedel of Seattle, Washington, preached a most edifying and
inspiring sermon on 1 Peter 5, 5,
treating the question: cCWhat is
necessary among us that we may
go forward in the work of the
Lord?” He answered: 1) We must
avoid sinful pride and conceit, and
2) we must strive after true Christian humility.
The host pastor
again served as liturgist.
Six pastors, nine lay delegates,
and about 7): visitors were in attendance at this convention. People came fro#m the states of Washington, Oregon, Minnesota, Iowa,
Wisconsin, Illinois, and South Dakota.
While each session of the. convention was preceded by a devotion, no essaywas presented to the
delegates this year because of circumstances which necessitated the
thorough discussion of the Scriptural objectives and Christian procedures outlined in our Conference Constitution. Various committee reports, however, were made
to the Conference.
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Regretfully, it became the duty
of this Convention to expel Pastor E. C. Hallstein of Clark, SD.
from its membership because he
persistently, without valid reason,
refused to be governed by the
Scriptural objectives and Christian
procedures outlined in the Conference Constitution
which all
members have mutually agreed to
follow by their subscription to the
same. It was also recognized by
the Conference that Pastor J. E.
Shufelt of Muscatine, Iowa, who
publicly upheld Pastor Hallstein’s
disorderly position, thereby also
severed his fellowship with the
Conference, together with two
lay-delegates f ram his congregation.
The two congregations involved,
whose membership and fellowship
relations with the Conference have
thus far not been affected, will in
the months ahead make their separate decisions as to their future
relationship with the Conference.
We pray the Lord of the Church
that our brethren in these two
congregations will soon be able to
inform us that their sincere desire
is to continue with the Conference in upholding the Scriptural
principles and objectives on which
the Conference Constitution is
based and the Christian order under which it gives full opportunity
for all the brethren humbly to
serve one another, 1 Cor. 14240;
Gal. 5: 13. May their pastors then
also find themselves compelled
-

under gentle persuasion of the
Holy Ghost to be of the same
mind, Eph. 4:1-3; 1 Cor. 1:lO.
The good and gracious Will of the
Lord alone be done among us all!
The convention adopted a budget for the coming fiscal year of
$6,775. Of this amount, $3,650
has been earmarked for the Seminary (sala,ry and supplies) and
$1,200 has been designated for
Missions. Of this latter amount
$100 per month was again granted as a subsidy to Trinity Lutheran Church, Muscatine-Sigourney,
Iowa, provided it clearly indicates,
within 90 days, in view of what
transpired at this convention, that
it is continuing in fellowship and
membership with our Conference.
The convention resolved to begin a fund of $3 0 for Sunday
School materials to supply lower
grade leaflets, upper grade memory sheets.,and a two-page worksheet for all grades and to request
those congregations using these
materials also to make a freewill
offering.
Another resolution encouraged
the business,manager of the Concordiu La&&ran to urge all our
congregations to subscribe to and
read our periodical. It also gave
the new editor the prerogative,
when necessary because elf time
limitations, availability of material, and Conference finances, to
publish a l&page issue instead of
16 pages.
The following were elected for
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the coming year:
President: Rev E. L. Mehlberg
Vice-pres. Rev. M. L. Natterer
Secretary: Rev. 0. W. Schaefer
Treasurer: Mr. Elfred Bloedel
Board member-at-large:
Mr. Victor Bloedel.

forth and serve Him with all our
heart ! May His blessing rest upon
our consecrated endeavors to His
honor and glory and to the welfare of immortal souls! “The work
of our hands establish ‘Thou it!”
Ps. 90:17.

The Editorial Committee consists of Pastor Paul Bloedel, editor; Pastor M. L. Natterer, assistant editor; and Mr. Walter Fischer, business manager. The Committee on Theological Education
consists of Pastor H. D. Mensing,
Pastor 0. W. Schaefer, Mr. Elmer
Frerichs, and Mr. Victor Bloedel.
The Committee on Missions consists of Pastor 0. W. Schaefer, Mr.
Julius Schmitt, and Mr. Henry
Reil. Mr. Kenneth Ahlmann of
Milwaukee, Wis., was elected as
the layman on the Committee on
Lutheran Union.

0. W, Schaefer, Secretary

The time and place of next
year’s convention was placed in
the hands of the Board of Directors with the request that this decision be made four months in advance, if possible.
The convention concluded its
official business on Monday night,
June 26. For the inspiration afforded by the sermons and devotions; for the fine Christian fellowship; for the generous hospitality of the host congregation,
and for the wonderful cooperation
of all, we laud and magnify the
Lord of the Church. May He give
us all new zeal and courage to go
-104-

We have the promise and hope
of heaven, and the recompense and
reward of our present misery will
be so great that we shall rebuke
ourselves severely for ever having
,dropped one tear or sigh on account of this contempt and ingratitude of the world. Why, we
shall say, did we not suffer even
worse things.7 I never would have
believed that there could be such
surpassing glory in eternal life;
else I should not have so dreaded
to suffer even much worse things.
(Luther)

For therefore we both labour
and sab
f fer rekroach, becmse we
trust in th,e living God, who is the
Savior of all mefl, especially of
those tbnt believe. ( I Tim. 4: 10 >

Mark 7:36-37,

“And be charged them that they &o&d tell no man:
but the more he charged them, so much the more a great deal they publisbed it; and were beymd measfdre astonished, saying, He hzth done
all tlbiptgs well: he maketb both the deaf to bear, a?zd the dumb to speak.”

Those who brought the deaf
and dumb man to Jesus were, as
we may indeed assume, already
Christians in whose hearts therefore God by His Spirit had begun
the work of sanctification. They
no doubt, at heart, meant it well
when they openly published the
glorious miracle which Jesus had
performed; nevertheless, they were
guilty of sin by such conduct.
Their zeal was not entirely upright, since it caused them to
transgress a command of Jesus.
Their otherwise good work was
tainted with wilfulness and disobedience. Th ey acted without
divine authority. Still, they did
not do it out of malice but out of
weakness.
Here let us note the following:
Justification takes place in a moment. Just as soon as a sinner
penitently acknowledges his sin
and desires grace and deliverance,
God speaks, one word in heaven
and the act of justifying that sinner is accomplished. Sanctification, on the other hand, does not
take place so quickly, but it proceeds gradually and continues to
make headway until the end of
our life. Justification is immediately perfect. Thereby each per-105

son receives at once complete forgiveness of his sins, the entire
righteousness of Christ; and each
becomes as much a child of God
as St. Peter, Paul, and all the
great saints. Sanctification, on the
other hand, begins after justification occurs, with much weakness,
and it should make progress until
death but it never reaches the
state of perfection.
Sad to say, there are presently
enthusiasts who make the cla.im
that a person is able to reach perfection in sanctification. This. is
easily said, however, its accomplishment will never be realized
in this life. Only a hypocrite, one
who has permitted himself to be
blinded, who dares to elevate himself above all the Apostles and
Prophets, can make such a claim
that he has reached perfection in
his conduct as a Christian. Whoever considers himself to be perfect can no longer pray the Fifth
Petition of the Lord’s Prayer. Such
a person would then no longer be
in need of a Savior and the Gospel.
Indeed, the holy Apostle Paul
does speak of such who are perfect,
but what does he say? “Let us
therefore, as many as be perfect,
-

be thus minded.” How then? Just
as the Apostle had said: “Not as
though I had already attained,
either were already perfect.” Accordingly,
Christian
perfection
consists chiefly in this that one
is fully aware of his imperfection
and recognizes himself as being
perfect in Christ Jesus.

from most of these beginners and
gives it to them sparingly, and He
now trains them more in humility.
Now first one becomes poor.
Daily he must beg God for everything he needs and he must rely
more and more on Jesus’ Word of
grace, in order that he does not
lose his salvation.
There are many who for that Whether God’s gracious work of
reason doubt whether they have sanctification really exists in a
the genuine marks of such who person, can be especially recogtruly are in a state of grace, nized in this if there still is a
whether they really are true Chris- struggle of the Spirit against the
tians, because to such a great ex- flesh in him. If a person expertent they still feel the life of sin iences that sin does indeed rage
in their hearts. They think: If in him, but that there is still anI were truly in a state of grace, other Something in him which rethen I should certainly also ex- strains him from allowing sin to
perience such a strong feeling of dominate him, which always drives
grace in my soul that I would al- him to prayer and God’s Word,
ways be able victoriously and joy- which when he has been overtaken
by sin, urges him to go to Jesus
fully to overcome sin, flesh, world,
and Satan. Instead of this I must and seek forgiveness; - if a perdaily struggle with sin, and I feel son experiences that, then it is
myself to be so weak that it seems most certain that such a person is
as though my faith has no puwer not spiritually dead because a
dead heart does not struggle.
to conquer world and sin.
Now therefore let us who are
Here we must bear the following in mind : When a person is already in this struggle continue
justified, God, to begin with, usu- courageously to fight on and not
ally gives such a one a taste of a spare ourselves. But let us not
great variety of the sweets of His rely on our own strength in this
grace,
in order to draw the sinner battle. Rather let us draw the
away from the world, sin, and needed strength daily and anew
Satan. If conditions would re- out of the fountain of divine
main so with him, such a one grace in Christ Jesus. We will
would soon become secure and then most surely not fall from
grace, but we will hold the field
proud. For that reason the faithful God again withdraws the and obtain the final victory.
Give joyfulness and power
sweet feeling of grace and power

In battle bold to stand,
For Satan seeks each hour
To fell us with his hand.
Give us, a valiant heart
That victory we may win,
Servants no more of sin.

Arownd

Our Strength, 0 Lord, Thou
art! Amen.
Taegliche Hausandacht
j C. F. W. Walther (Crull)
Translated by E.L.M.

The World

(With Editoral Comment)
In a May Day speech Premier
Fidel Castro declared that he
would deport foreign priests. Nationalization of Cuba’s 2 50 Catholic and 1,000 private schools had
been ordered in April. Bishop Car10s Riu Angles became the first
high - ranking Roman Catholic
priest to leave Cuba since Castro
told foreign-born priests to get
out. He boarded the Spanish liner
“Guadalupe” in Havana to return
to his native Spain. All remaining Spanish Catholic clergy in
Camaguey province, plus several
Cuban priests, and some 30 priests
in and around Havana, had been
advised to get ready to move.
Fidel Castro’s refusd to dance to
the tune of the Roman Cburcib,
has not set well with the RomanMS. Evidently Castro must have
the su@ort of the majority of the
people, else be would not dare be
so bold in his suppression of the
Roman Chsurcb, since most of
Cuba’s 6 million people are nomially Roman Catholic.

Editor of the Milwaukee Luth-

eran, Edward A. Beyersdorff, re-

cently wrote that the Wisconsin
and Missouri Synods were “incornpatible and the continuatioa of
their partnership under an armed
guard can bring nothing but harm
to both.”
Bitterness, has been
growing between the clergy of
both groups,” he said. Mr. Beyersdorff ,charged that the Conference
has become Xnbeneficial”
and a
ccburden on the backs of all concerned.” Speakers at the Milwaukee meeting of the Conference
protested the Missouri Synod’s
“doctrinal discussions” with representatives, of the National Lutheran Council and hinted that Missouri wanted the Conference to
.break up so it could join the National Lutheran Council. Yes, ths
sea is still chming
witbh
the
Synodical Conference. What the
outcome will be rem&s
to be
Seen. Loyalty to the Word of God
would mean, of course, separation
from those who teach contrary to
it.. (1 Tim. 6~3-5)

There is a good possibility that

Finland may be added to the list entb-day Adventist official publiof Scandinavian ccLutheran” lands cation to carry his article, obviouswhich allow women to be pastors. ly with his approval, whn the
A special committee which has Adventists deny so many of the
teachings which the Missouri Sybeen studying the question will
recommend to the next church as- tied, to w&d Dr. Hoffmann besembly that legal bars to the ordi- lofl,gs, claims it believes!
nation of women be dropped. Denmark and Sweden have women
Dr. Kurt Hutten, an official of
pastors, while Norway recently or- the Church of Wuerttemberg, says
dained its first. At the end of last that Germany now has 65 recogyear the Finnish theological semi- nized sects which claim 900,000
naries had graduated 30 5 women. members. Most Germans are memAnd among the 640 present stu- bers of the Roman Catholic or
dents of theology, 254 are women. Lutheran churches, although there
If the church assembly approves are established Baptist, Reformed
the recommendation, the Finnish and Methodist churches as well.
parliament will then act upon it. About half the sects are of GerOne woPtders what tb:ese so-called man origin, although 18 have been
Lutherans do with such passages “imported”
f rom the United
as I Cor. 14:~ and I Tim. 2:12,
States, Dr. Hutten said. Strongas well as Luther’s testimony, CtGod est sect is the New Apostolic
did foot set up womankind to rule, Church, a Pentecostal group which
neither in the Church nor in secu- claims 500,000 adherents. Next
lar offices.”
in size are Jehovah’s Witnesses
with an estimated 55,000 follow-o-“Signs of the Times,” a Sev- ers and Adventists, 44,000. The
enth-day Adventist monthly magazine, in its April, 19 61, issue carried an article by Dr. Oswald C.
Public Relations
J. Hoffmann,
director of the Lutheran ChurchMissouri Synod, in which he said,
“Christians may have to band together and boycott all movies as
a last resort if Hollywood does not
stop producing films contributing
heavily to the ‘moral puddle in
which the world finds itself’.”
Ho.w can Dr. Hoff mann, a socalled Lutheran,

allow

the Sev-

land of the Reformation is no exception to the false prophets and
their teachings. And such false
prophets
as the openly blasplhemous Jebouab Witnesses can find,
unfortunately,
comrades in the
“established churches” who also
deny some of the fundamental
teachings of the Bible.
Q-

Dr. Arnold Toynbee, a noted
historian, predicted to the annual
conference of the American Council for Judaism, meeting at Phila-
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delphia, that Judaism would flourish and anti-Semitism would die
when both Jews and Gentiles
abandoned their “ethnic or national reservations.” He said that
Zionism has resulted from “pessimism” and is an attempt to create
a “single consolidated ghetto” in
Palestine.
Dr. Toynbee urged
Jews to give up “physical separation”

and to declare their “delib-

erate intention to remain” citizens
of Western lands “without any
ethnic reservations.” Prof. Sol
Liptzin, chairman of the American Jewish Congress’s Commission
on Jewish Affairs, said that “Prof.
Toynbee is in effect calling on the
Jewish people to commit harakiri.
The fact is that Judaism cannot
survive without the Jewish people
and the Jewish people cannot sur-

vive” if they lose their ethnic
character. And he stated that the
Jews will not give up their cCethnic
identity” which has been at “the
heart of Judaism since God’s covenant with Abraham.” Instead of
repenting of their sins and believing in the Messiah who 15~s
come, the Orthodox Jews dream
of a return to Palestine and the
rebuilding of the Temple with its
worship. (Zionism).

(Christ Dogm. Vol. III, p. 534)

Whosoever belicveth
shall not be ashamed.

on Him

(Rom. 1O:ll)

PURE DOCTRINE
“Pure doctrine is the pure Word of God, the pure bread of life eternal, the pure seed of the children of the Kingdom, a pure fountain of
faith and love, a pure well of divine comfort; in a word, it is the clean,
sure, and straight way to Christ and into heaven. Truly, pure doctrine,
then, is more precious than silver and gold, sweeter than honey and the
Bolzeycomb, stronger than sin,, death, devil ajad hell, more than heaven
and earth. And pure doctrine is never an idle or dead thing; from it,
afzd from it alolze, flows spiritual, Christian, divine life. Even among
the sects, whut spiritual life there is, is the fruit only of pure doctrine,
so far as it is taught; all errors aflaong them are merely germ,inathg
seeds of a spiritual and eternal death Wherever there is Purity of doctrine, there will be foulad miracles of divine grace, according to the
promises ‘The Word that proceedeth out of My mouth shall faot return
unto Me void, but shall accolmplisb that whiclcs I please and shall prosper
in the thing whereto I sejad it’.”
C. F. W. Waltber
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Bible

Study

Outlines

NINTH AND TENTH COMMANDMENTS
I

In the Ninth and Tenth Commandments God forbids us to covet.
Ex. 20:17; Deut. 5:21.
A. Some coveting is indeed Godpleasing. Matt. 6:33, 34; 1 Cor.
12:3 1.

B. The coveting to which these Commandments refer, is the sinful longing or desire to have that which rightfully belongs
to our neighbor.
c. Covetousness is in the heart.
1. These two Commandments are directed especially to
the heart.
2. They also teach us that the evil thought is already a sin
in the sight of God.
II

God forbids us to covet anything that belongs to our neighbor.
This. includes A. Inheritance or house. (This means everything our neighbor
possesses)
1. Such may be obtained by honest purchase, gift, exchange, or inheritance.
2. We should not craftily and deceitfully seek to get it.
1 Kings 21:1-16; Isaiah 5:8; Matt. 23:14.
B. Wife, children, hired help, cattle, etc.
I. We are not to force or entice them away from our
neighbor. 2 Sam. 11:2-4; 2 Sam. 1F:1-6; Mark 6~17, 18.
2. Give .some examples ho.w this is still being done today.

III Those who covet tne goods and possessionsof the neighbor show.
that they are A. Jealous. They begrudge the neighbor that which God has
given him.
B. Greedy. They want everything for themselves. Luke 16: 14
1. We should ,be satisfied with what God has given us. 1
Tim. 6:6-10.
2. Covetousness and greediness are also foolish, because a. We have sufficient for this life when we have
clothing, food and drink.
b. We can take nothing with us when we die. Luke
12:w21.
-llO-

3. Such sins are also exceedingly dangerous, being the root
of all evil .and plunge the individual into destruction
and perdition. Eph. j : 3.
IV God looks into the heart. He teaches us to recognize the real condition of our heart by nature. Jer. 17:Y, 10.
A: Our hear t s are by nature corrupt and evil. Gen. 8:2 1; John
3%; Rom. 7:18;:
B. The sin of covetousness arises out of our own hearts. Mark
7-&l, 22; James 1:14, 15.
C. Such evil desires are really sins in God’s sight. (Cp. Matt.
k28; 1 John 3:15).
1. Of himself man does not recognize that the evil thought
is sin. Rom. 75’.
2. That the evil thought is already sin in God’s sight is
denied by many!
V

In these Commandments God commands us A. To have only holy desires in our hearts and minds. Lev. 19: 2 ;
Matt. 5 :48; Ps. 37:4.
1. Such holy desires will prompt us to help our neighbor
and be of service to him in keeping his inheritance or
house. Phil : 2 :4; 1 Car. 10:24.
l
2. Such holy desires win
also prompt us to urge our neighbor’s wife, etc., to stay with him and do their duty.
(Epistle to Philemon)
B. To fight against all such evil desires and lusts which arise
from our sinful flesh. Rom. XX-25; Col. 3:~.
1. It is the devil who sends evil thoughts into our hearts;
these are his “fiery darts” (Eph. 6: 16).
2. Such evil desires must be overcome., 2 Cor. 5: 17; Gal.
11

1

l

1

$:24-26.

tiF How does the old adage apply here: “We can not
prevent the birds from flying over our heads, but
we can prevent them from building nests in our
h air”?
b. What alone will gain us the victory in our daily
battle against all evil desires and thoughts? Eph.
6:l off.
VI Why must every true believer pray lthe .words of the Psalmist in
Psalm 119 verse 3 6?
- M.L.N.
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