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413 years ago an event occurred
in Germany that shook the world
and produced blessed results which
we still enjoy. It was the work of
the Reformation
by Martin Luther as he nailed his 95 Theses to
the Castle Church door in Wittenberg, statements which exposed
the errors of the Catholic Church
and marked his break from the
bondage of that body. This, former monk whose eyes had been
opened. by God restored the precious Gospel to its proper place
and brought spiritual hope and de1’iverance to countless millions.
We glorify God for this blessed
work and pray Him to preserve
unto us and our children all the
treasures that
priceless spiritual
are ours. We join David in declaring, “Give thanks unto the
Lord, call upon His name, make
k nown His deeds among the
people. Remember His marvelous
works that He hath done, His
wonders, and the judgments of
His mouth!” 1 Chron. 16, 8 and
12.

The message of the Reformation
is indeed one for our times,. First,
it is a message of wnbe~nding adt5erefze to the Word of God. Little
did Luther realize that October 3 1
would become a great day in the
life of the Church and that his
h ammer bl ows would
re-echo

everywhere. What was so remarkable about his 95 Theses? What
caused them to become so widespread in so short a time? In them
he appealed to a new standard,
not the Pope or church councils,
but the’ authority of the Bible as
the only guide in matters of faith
and life. For centuries the free
flight
of the Gospel had been
halted, and errors and superstitions
took their place. As a result the
truth was buried under the rubbish of man-made rules and decrees, and the dark ages of the
Church set in. Men’s hearts were
directed to good works, such as
fasting, penance, almsgiving, pilgrimages, and poverty.
People
trusted in saints, in papers offering forgiveness for a price, ,in the
crucifix, r.osary, purgatory, masses, relics, and the like. A religious,
dictatorship was established that
has had no equal in all history. It
centered in the Pope at Rome, who
exalted himself above all that is
called God or is worshipped and
showed himself to be the very
Antichrist predicted by the Apostle Paul in 2 Thess. 2.
Under God Luther gradually
began the restoration of the Gospel. In every step of the Reformation the Word of Truth was
dominant. When he was asked to
recant before the assembly at
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Worms, he stated: “Unless I am
convinced by clear proofs from
Scripture, I neither can nor will
retract anything. Here I stand; I
cannot do otherwise, God help
me!” In the Wartburg Castle he
began his translation of the Bible,
knowing full well that once the
tradesman, the traveler, the peasant, and the servant could read
God’s Word in his own language
and quote Bible verses, each would
have in his hands a powerful weapon against forces of evil. Thus
throughout his career, whether in
debates, in sermons, in writings,
in lectures, or in letters, he constantly appealed to Scripture!
This is a timely message today
since much of the religion preached and taught in our times is deceptive and false. Many denominations no longer stress the cardinal doctrines of Holy Writ. Even
in Lutheran circles fundamental
teachings are being denied by
such as occupy Lutheran pulpits
and teach in Lutheran colleges
and Seminaries. In this. age of
abandonment of Biblical convictions, of sensationalism, of political and social preaching we need
a return to the Bible and a firmer
hold on the faithful
Word of
Truth. Our principle must be:
The Bible, and nothing but the
Bible! Against any opinion or
teaching that would harm the sacred Volume, let us protest and
close the door!
But the message of the Refor-

mation is also a message of loving
loyalty
to tlcse Chrcb
that proclaims the Word in its. truth and
purity. Through the Reformation
a genuine interest in true religion
developed, and a wholehearted devotion to Christ’s cause became
evident in many lives. One German prince said, “Rather than allow the Word of God to be taken
from me, rather than deny my
God, I would sooner kneel down
and have my head cut off!” And
the Elector of Saxony said, “I desire to confess my Lord. My electoral hat is not so precious. to me
as the cross of Jesus Christ!”
Such devotion to Christ and His
Word is a gre.at need in our day.
We live in a time of spiritual indifference and a “go - as,- you The devil
please” Christianity.
tried to crush the Church by
bloody persecutions, but he failed,
for the blood of the martyrs became the seed of the Church. He
tried to take the Bible from people,
but failed when God through Luther restored it to its proper place.
Today yet Satan seeks to harm the
Church by causing people to think
that it does not matter what you
believe; all churches are good and
have the- same goal in view; in
fact, why belong to any when you
perhaps can be better than those
who always “run” to church?
How few there are today with
whom’ true religion is their supreme concern! How many today,
if called upon, would rather suf148-

fer loss of goods, and life than
surrender their convictions and
give up their faith? Beware of the
mocking smile and the uttered
sneer which would drive us from
true godliness! May ours be a loyalty which comes from a deeprooted faith in the Lord and His
Word, a ‘fearlessness to which the
heroic action of Luther and others
serves as an inspiration!
Finally, the message of the Ref-x
ormation is n szessage of obligation a~z.66
a call to action. When
we consider how many are still
unchurched, how God has entrusted the true,‘and pure word to us,
we, the sons and daughters of the
Reformation, dare. not keep that
truth for ourselves, but ought declare its glory among all men.
,What is also needed is more selfsacrifice, liberal gifts for missions,
for our Seminary, and for the entire program of the Church, more
zeal and love for the kingdom of
God. 0 may we share the treasures
of our religion with others and
under God fulfil our solemn duty!
God preserve His true Word among us and keep His Church the
gateway to heaven!
-0.w.s.

Wilmot

Mission

Festival

Sunday, September 25, 1960,
was a significant occasion for the
members of St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church at Wilmot, S. Dak. It
was their -annual Mission Festival
with two special services.
T

.l

.

.

1x-rtne morning service the ,local
pastor, Rev. 0. W. Schaefer, delivered the festival sermon, basing
his message on Isaiah 42, j-7. He
spoke on the important question:
“Why should we intensify our Mission ef fo,rts ?” Three reasons were
given: because all men are God’s
creatures and ought to be given
back to Him; because until men
return to, God, they are under His
wrath and lost; and because there
is so little time left to do mission
work.
After this service a delicious
dinner was ser,ved in the church
basement by the ladies of the congregation.
In ‘the afternoon service Rev.
.E. C. Hallstein of Clark, S.D.,
chairman of the Committee on
Theol. ‘Education of the C.L.C.,
preached the sermon. In his edifying message based on Genesis 4,
8AO he spoke on the statement
of Cain to God, “‘Am I my brother’s keeper?” He pointed out
how God answers this, question,
namely, that we should help our
fellowmen
both’ physically
and
spiritually, and how we should answer this question, s.aying with
Paul: “I am debtor both to the
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Greeks an.d to the Barbarians ;
both to the wise and to the unwise!” Rom. 1, 14.
The total collection from these
two services amounted to $169.5 1.
This money will be used in our
Conference to help spread the
precious soul-saving
Word
of
Christ in these “last days of sore
distress.”

Around

The Lord granted cool and
pleasant weather for this occasion,
and those in attendance returned
to their homes with the fervent
prayer on their lips:
Help us whose eyes have seen
the King,
Help us, Thy lost ones home
to bring!
-0.w.s.

The World

The Sovereign Grand Commander of a half million Scottish
Rite Freemasons has advised those
in the northern Masonic jurisdiction to refrain from discussion of
politics and religion in their lodge
rooms. In. his annual message to
the 148th annual session, Supreme
Council of Sco,ttish Rite, George
E. Bushenell said a flood of ,“hate”
literature and letters received at
the Detroit and Boston offices of
the organization
prompted
restatement of northern jurisdiction
Scottish
Rite
law.
Discussion
“within tyled doors, of the lodge”
of creeds, politics’ or other subjects
likely to create personal animosity
fundamental
principles of Freemasonry, declared the Masonic executive.

Churches before closing its annual
meeting at St. Andrews, Scotland.
This new statement of belief will
be submitted to the third General
Assembly meeting in New Delhi
in November 196 1. In the past
membership in the World Council
was based upon belief in “Jesus
Christ as God and Saviour according to the Scriptures”; the new
statement, if officially
adopted,
will. include the Trinity.

A little monastery in the village
of Taize,. France, observed its ~0th
anniversary recently. What. made
it so significant was the fact that
everyone of the monks was a socalled Protestant. This experiment
in Protestant monasticism was begun by Roger Schutz, the ninth
--ochild of a Swiss Calvinist pastor
A new statement of belief h.as and a French mother. These monks
(at the present time) are either
been adopted by the Central Committee of the World Council of Lutheran or Calvinist. They bind
- 150,-

themselves to three monastic principles: 1) poverty, 2 ) celibacy,
and 3) obedience to the authority
of the brother-prior.
One of
Taize’s major goals is to foster
friendship and. understanding between Protestants
and Roman
Catholics.
__oThe Minnesota Baptist Convention said in a resolution that Rom.an Catholicism poses “as serious
a threat to America as atheistic
Communism.“‘ Americans are faced with a decision in November
“which we believe to be crucial
to the well-being of our nation,”
the ‘resolution addedi This was
adopted at the convention’s annual
sessionI held in Minneapolis, Minnesota. The resolution also ,pointed
out that “the present ‘activities of
the. Roman Catholic Church. in
such, places as Spain, Italy, Central
America and South America cause
us alarm concerning the future of
North America’ and demonstrates
the serious curtailment
of privileges; of freedom of speech and
freedom of religion.”
-O-

J. Ross Eshleman, research assistant- -in ,Ohio-..State University’s
department of agricultural
economics and rural sociology, recently conducted a religious survey
among rural farm and rural nonfarm fa,milies m a southern section
of Delaware County (Ohio). Of

451

those interviewed, Eshleman said,
17 per cent replied that they
would go to church if they had
the ambition or “weren’t so lazy.”
Other reasons given for non-attendance included : “No time”,
“disbelief”,
“dislike of ministers
and mem hers”, “can’t afford to”,
and “no interest in socializing.”

Polycarp was the bishop of
Smyrna in Asia Minor during the
first. century. He was a disciple of
the Apostle John and a friend of
the church father, Ignatius. According to Irenaeus, a pupil of
Polycarp, he was a man who possessed many pious virtues and
was very much concerned in preserving the purity of the Apostolic
teachings. Polycarp
experienced
what the Savior had told His beloved disciples in the Gospel of
John, “If the world hate you, ye
know that it hated me before it
hated you. . . Remember the word
that I said unto you, The servant
is not greater than his lord.. If
they have persecuted Me, they will
also persecute you.” (John 15: 18,
20);

-

At the request of his. congregation Polycarp had fled into the
country to escape the terrible persecution which was being waged
against the faithful confessors of
Christ and His Word. But after
much searching Polycarp’s hidingplace was finally discovered. When
Polycarp saw that his house was
surrounded, ,he exclaimed, “The
Will of the Lord be done.” Treating the soldiers with the utmost
cordiality, Polycarp pleaded with
them to grant him one hour to
pray. He prayed with such fervency to his Savior, that even the
heathenish soldiers were moved at
his devotion. After this, the soldiers placed him upon a donkey
and took him back to the city.
Because of his great age, efforts
were made by the judge to persuade him to recant and to worship the gods, but Polycarp exclaimed, “I will not do what you
have advised.” The judge was
moved by the determined countenance of this aged confessor of
Christ and told him, “Think of
your great age.1 Worship the Emperor, deny Christ, and I will let
you gck!” Polycarp answered, “8 6
years have I served Him and He’
has never done me harm. How
can I curse my King who has
saved me?” Th e judge retorted,
“I will have you thrown to the
wild ‘beasts or into the fire, if you
do not change your mind.” Polycarp replied, “You threaten with
fire which burns only a short

while and then quickly goes out,
because you do not know the, fire
of the future judgment reserved
for the unbelievers. -Why do you
hesitate?” When the herald announced, “Polycarp has confessed
himself a Christian,”
the people
cried, “To the lions with him!”
But the judge sentenced him to be
burned at the stake.
The raging populace lost no
time in gathering wood for the
fire. Polycarp’s ,request, that they
should not nail him to the stake,
was granted. As the torch was applied to the pile of wood Polycarp
stood there unflinchingly,
praising God with a loud voice. When
the flames did not burn him, but
seemed
: to-form a-‘halo, around him,
the- executioner thrust a sword ,into him and his body fell into the
f’ire. His ashes were gathered together by the grief-stricken members of his congregation and buried.
Would to God that I might even
As the martyred saints of old,
With the helping hand of Heaven,
Steadfast stand, in battle bold!
0 my God, I pray Thee,
Grant that I may ever be
Loyal, staunch, and true to Thee.
(Hymn

470)
-M.L.N.

My

little children,
let us not
love in word, neithv
in tongue;
but in deed and in truth. (1 John
3:18)

Acts lkll,
‘?We b e1’zeve that though
Christ we shall be saved, even as thej.”

One of the main reasons, doubtlessly, why so many take offense
at the teaching that a person is
justified before God and saved
alone by faith, is that they have
a false conception of faith and its
effects. One of such false conceptions, among others, is this: they
think that according to the Scriptures a person shall be saved becdJIzbseof his faith. They then
think: What? Does that make a
person better in the eyes of God,
just because he believes everything
that is written in the Bible? Does
God consider faith to be a meritorious work like love, meekness;
humility,
chastity,
truthfulness,
and other Christian virtues?
And it is true, if the Scriptures
did teach that a person shall be
saved because of his faith, or, what
amounts to the same thing, that
faith should be the cause of his
salvation, ,.then this idea would
rightly sound strange to us, for
it stands, to reason, .if IZO virtue
can earn heaven, then naturally a
person also cannot earn heaven by
means of the virtue of faith.
But this offensive idea rests very
evidently uhon a misunderstanding. A person can read through
the entire Holy Scriptures and

the grace of the Lord Jesus

one will not find even a single
passage in which it is taught that
a person shall b e saved because of
his faith, or that faith is the meritorious cause of salvation. No, the
entire Holy Scriptures, Old and
New Testament, do not teach that
a person is saved because of but
rather though
faith. And the
Word of God ‘does, indeed testify
that salvation is the goal of faith,
but never that faith is the came
of salvation. The Holy Scriptures
state in general that a person can
not obtain salvation through any
work, through any virtue, through
any merit and personal worthiness.
The Holy Scriptures teach that
Christ alone has done this work,
Christ alone has earned everything, Christ alone has prepared
the eternal wedding of everlasting
life; they teach that man can
therefore be justified before God
and saved alone by the grace of
God. But since this all is to come
into the possession of a person by
grace, for that reason if he is going to enjoy it and benefit from
it, naturally, a person must then
accept this all. He must grasp it
and hold it fast, and thus make it
his very own; and exactly that is
meant when we say: He must be-
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defects and failings always remain.
From this it is evident that a
According
to the Scriptures,
Christian dare not build, up .his
faith therefore is nothing else than
the hand whereby a person gras,ps hopes of salvation on his faith
the salvation which Christ has al- but rather on Christ, who is’ the
ready won for sinners; the vessel cause. of his salvation, and whom
in which one collects riches of he carries in the hand of his faith.
Yes, whoever relies upon ,his faith
grace ; the key which unlocks the
and thinks he can. earn something
deposit of heavenly riches. Accordingly,
a person shall earn with his faith, such a one certainly
heaven as little as it can be said has not yet come to the true faith,
and with all his seeming faith, he
that a beggar earns the gift handis just as self-righteous in the eyes
ed out to him, by the mere fact
that he reaches. for it and receives of God as an open unbeliever, who
wants to be saved by his own virit. From this we see that only
such a one can take offense at this tues and. good works;
teaching that according to Chris(Mel. : 0 Lord,. Look down from
tian doctrine faith shall justify
heaven)
and. save; namely, such a one who
already takes offense at this other
Grant me the grace Thy word to
teaching that a person shall obtrust,
tain. everything from God withAnd comprehend its meaning,
out his merit and worthiness, out
In order that by. faith .I just
of pure grace and mercy. For, to
On Thee continue leaning.
faith really
be saved through
means nothing else than to be Thy righteousness Thou gavest
saved without merit by grace. And
me,
to be lost because of unbelief,
Thy death is my security
really means nothing else t.han to 0 Lord, when sin oppresses. -,Amen
be lost for this reason, namely,
Taegliche Hausandacht
because a person has not accepted
C.. F. Walther (Crull)
the freely. offered and extended
Translated by .E.L.M.
salvation.
1’ieve.

An. important proof of this that
faith does not save because it is
such a good, God-pleasing work
but alone because it accepts salvation as a gift, is this,, namely,
that according to Scripture, even
the faith of the true believers
never becomes perfect, but certain

I will

look unto. the Lord; I
will ztyait for the, God of my salvation : my God will hear me.
(Micah 7:7)

The Place of the Christitin Child
In the Church and Home
(Printed by resolution of the
Tenth Annual Convention of the
Concordia Lutheran Conference)
(Continued

from last issue)

And that the Lord Jesus is
pleased with the worship of children is surely evident from the
Scriptures. We shall refer merely
to two examples. In the ~1st. chapter .of the Gospel of Matthew we
find the Savior in the city of Jerusalem where He had just driven
the moneychangers
from
the
temple. While there the Lord
Jesus also healed the blind and the
lame who came to Him in the
when the chief
temple. “And
priests and scribes saw the wonderful things, that He did, and the
children crying in the temple, and
saying, Hosanna to the Son of
David; they were sore displeased,
and said unto Him, Hearest Thou
what these say And Jesus saith
unto them, Yea; have ye never
read, Out of the mouth of babes
and sucklings Thou hast perfected
praise?” (v 15, 16) Jesus accepts,
the confession and praise of the
children with gladneis. The other
example is found in the Gospel of
Mark, chapter 10, where we read,
“And they brought young children to Him, that He should
touch them: and His disciples rebuked those that brought them.

But when Jesus saw it, He was
much displeased, and said unto
them, Sztffejp the little children to
cofise unto Me, and forbid them
not: for of such is the kingdom
of-God.” (v. 13, 14) Jesus wants
children to come to Him and He
is well-pleased with their worship !
\Vhat should encourage and incite the children to be faithful in
their attendance at Sunday School
and the Divine Service? Unfortunately, there are ever so many who
make use of inducements which
are not in a,ccord with Biblical
principles. WAe are speaking, of
course, of the use of “awards”.
Pins, books, games., gold fish, etc.,
are offered to the children in the
hope that the children will be influenced by such awards to be
more diligent in their attendance.
But when a child attends merely
in order to win t.he award, then,
the proper Scriptural motivation
is definitely lacking. Not only is
some kind of “award system” to
be found in the Sunday Schools
of the Reformed, but also in a
large percentage of so-called Lutheran Sunday Schools. Is it not true,
that the use of the award system
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tends to foster the idea that the
child thinks he is actually doing
his Church a favor, as it were,
when the very opposite is true?
The award system relegates to the
background the Scriptural truth
that it is an undeserved honor and
privilege to attend the House of.
the Lord! This does not mean,
however, that the use of pins, outward Christian symbols, etc., as
mere identification
is hereby condemned.
The Christian child must constantly remind himself that he
does not attend Church because
of some temporal award or because his parents force him, but
rather the love for his Savior and
His Word are his only incentive.
Surely, it cannot be otherwise,
where the Christian child realizes
what his Savior has done for him.
Jesus has redeemed him, a lost and
condemned creature,
purchased
and won him from all sins, from
death, and from the power of the
devil; not with gold or silver, but
with His holy, precious blood an.d
with His innocent suffering and
death - all this, that the child
might be the Savior’s own and live
under Him in His kingdom, and
serve Him in everlasting righteousness,, innocence, and blessedness. Where the Christian child
realizes the full import of such
undeserved blessings, then .he will
cheerfully confess with the Psalmist, “I was glad when they said
unto me, Let us go into the house
-

of the Lord”

(Ps,. 122:1).

A word is in place concerning
the child’s behavior and decorum
in the House of the Lord. (Eccl.
5 : 1) About 12 years ago while
the essayist was still a student at
the Seminary, he was required together with the members of his
class to attend the services at a
local Reformed Church for the
expr,ess purpose of observation.
How shocked we were to see some
of the children in the back of the
Chur’ch reading the Sunday comics during the pastor’s sermo,n.
How even more shocking to find
similar instances in the Lutheran
Church! Fortunately, however, as
far as the essayist knows, such extreme behaviorism is confined to
isolated cases. in the Lutheran
Church. Nevertheless, we must
still maintain that the decorum of
the children in the Lord’s House
is not what it should be! Boisterousness and unnecessary noisiness
- are they not also to be found
on the part of many children in
our own congregations? In many
cases, sad to say, the children do
not always receive the necessary
corrections
from their parents.
But, be that is it may, this. still
does not excuse the children. In
our Sunday Schools the children
are taught that the Church is the
House of God; this truth is also
brought out in sermons and again
in the Confirmation
Class. Christian children are to take to heart
the words of their pastor and Sun-
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day School Teachers and show the
proper respect’ in the House of the
Lord. The old Lutheran custom. of
folding the hands and offering a
prayer before Church ought still
be encouraged among us. The 1st
verse, of Hymn 5 is most fitting
to be used as a prayer at the beginning of the service. CCLord,
open Thou my heart to hear And
through Thy Word to me draw
n.ear; Let me Thy Word e’er pure
retain, ‘Let me Thy child and heir
remain.” Where the child has asked God the Holy Spirit to open
his heart for the reception of the
Word, that this ‘Word may take
root, “spring up, and bear abunthere the Christian
dant fruit”,
child can be sure that ,his prayer
is not only heard but that it will
also be answered.
Christian children are not to
forget that the Lord wants them
to be present in the Divine Service
- they are not to hurry home
after Sunday School instead of going to Church. 1 One writer expresses this thought quite adequately, declaring, “Our children
should be encouraged to attend
also the adult worship. The Church
is one big family, and this should
be evident on Sunday when adults
and children gather together in
the main service to worship the
Lord in the beauty of holiness.
Even if the children do not understand everything, they derive benefit from the service. They become
familiar with the liturgy and the

hymns and form the habit. of worshiping with the adults; Their
understanding will increase with
the years, and having been trained
for church attendance, they will
later as, parents be more likely to
see that their children form the
churchgoing habit. It is not even
ideal for adults to be the sole occupants of the pews on Sunday
morning. How cold and formal is
a service at which the worshipers
are exclusively adults! One senses
that something is wrong here.
How different the atmosphere in
a service at which children, young
people, and adults are present! Instead of the coldness and aloofness, there is, a certain warmth, a
kind of family spirit, that. leads
one to feel that here all of God’s
children are gathered together to
praise and thank their heavenly
Father.”
Chris,tian children also have a
definite responsibility toward their
Church in the way of giving. The
essayist does not feel that this subject is out of place here in our discussion of the Christian child’s
place in the Church, since the majority of children today are in
possession of far more money than
the children of yester-year. Many
of them are given a weekly alluwante from their parents. The older
children often have their own
jobs, such as delivering
newspapers, mowing lawns, working in
the fields, etc. Sboald not the Aildrefz learn right from the- outset
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that a certahz portioti
of heir
money is to be given to the Lord?

There are those parents who think
that the Savior does not expect
the children to contribute for the
extension of His Kingdom. But
this is not correct. As we have already heard, the Lord Jesus is
well-pleased with the worship ,of
the little ones. (Compare Matt.
21: 16) Now then, as the Savior

accepts the praise from the lips of
children, so also is He honored by
the gifts of their hands. Moreover,
teaching the children to give unto
the Lord certainly belongs in the
admonition
which the Apostle
Paul writes to the fathers, saying,
“And,
ye fathers, provoke not
your children to wrath: but bring
them up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord” (Eph. 6:4).
(To be continued)
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Bible

Study

Outlines

THE FIRST COMMANDMENT
I

The Scriptures teach that’ there is only ozze God, the Father, the
Son, and the Holy Ghost. This is the Triune God. Deut. 6:4; I
Cor. 8:4; Matt. 3:16, 17; 28:19; 2 Cor. 13:14 (Compare also Jer.
10: lff.)

II

The only true God forbids all kinds of idolatry.
A. Gross idolatry.
1. It consists in worshipping any creature as God. Exodus 32 ;
1 Sam. 5:2; 1 Kings 18:17ff;
Acts 19:24; Dan. 3.
2. Even today there are still people who practice such gross
idolatry. Think of all those who. reject the Triune God.
The Jews, Mormons, Christian Scientists, Jehovah Witnesses, lodges, etc. Read John 5:23; 14:6.
3. Is not the Roman Catholic Church also guilty of gross
idolatry when it calls upon the dead saints, especially the
Virgin Mary, for help ? Matt. 4:lO; Ex. 20:4, 5; Is. 44:
6ff; 63:16.
B. Fine idolatry.
I. It consists in fearing, loving, or trusting in any other creature more than in God.
a. Fear. Matt. 10:28; Matt. 26:69ff.
b. Love. 1 Sam. 2:23; Luke 16:19; Matt. 19:22; 10:37;
Phil. 3 : 19.
c. Trust. I Sam. 17 (Goliath) ; Jer. 17: 5 ; Prov. 3 : 7,.
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2. Why is fine idolatry
idolatry?

not always, quite so evident as gross

3. Under which heading (fear, love, trust) would you place
each of the following statements: 1) If we sin rather than
have people make fun of us. 2) If we think more of our
children than God. 3 ) If we would rather go fishing,
hunting, etc., than hear God’s Word in the Divine Service.
4) If we put our confidence in our bank account, superstitions, etc., instead of God.
4. Those who deny the existence of God we call atheists.
What does God call the atheists in Psalm 14: I? Do those
who deny the existence of God really know better? Rom.
1:19,
III

20; 2:14,

What does God rep&e

15.

of us in the First Commandment?

A. We should fear God above all things.
1. What kind of fear is meant? God does not demand a slav-

ish fear. Adam and Eve had such a fear after they had
fallen into sin; they were afraid of God. Gen. 3 :8-10.
2. “Being afraid of God is different from fearing God. The
fear of God is a fruit of love, but being afraid of Him is
the seed of hatred. Therefore we should not be afraid of
God but should fear Him so that we do not hate Him
whom we should love. . . therefore the fear of God is
more aptly called reverence. For
we revere those
whom we love, honor, esteem, and fear to offend.”
(Luther) Gen. 17:l; 39:?; Prov. 8:13; Ps. 147:ll;
Dan, 3.
example,

B. We should love God above all things. We should think more
of God than we do of anyone or anything else. Gen. 22; Ps.
73:2j,
26. Is God satisfied with a divided love? Matt. 6:24;
22: 37. To love God mea.ns that we also love His W.ord and
willingly live according to it. John 14:23; 2.4; 1 John 5:3.
C. We should trust in God above all things. To trust in God
means to cast ourselves upon the Lord, to depend upon Him,
to place our hope and confidence in Him, and know that He
will always help us. Ps, 42:ll;
118:8;
1 Sam. l7:4$; Job
13:s
-M.L.N.
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