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Our

President,

Restored

to I-lealth,

Resumes

Duties

The February issue of the “Concordia Lutheran” bore the announcement that I was confined to the hospital for several weeks due
to a “serious heart condition”.
Actually, it was necessary for me to
spend four weeks in the hospital and several weeks of convalescence
thereafter at home, during which I was permitted gradually increasing
activity and exercise. Since that time, after a series, of medical examinations, the doctors informed me that I suffered a minor occlusion
with, however, no permanent damage to the heart-muscle. This, I am
informed, is an unusually good report; for it seldom happens that an
occlusion to the heart is not followed by definite damage to the heart.
But to us Christians this is not as unusual as it might seem. For
we have an unusual Lord and God, our dear Savior. He, the only True
God, is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or
think (Eph. 3, 20.) By His grace and mercy, I was permitted to begin
my congregational work again, with preaching on Good Friday; I and
now I have been directed to resume full activity; I feel very well in
health and very good in spirit. At this time, I am again taking up the
President’s duties in our Conference.
Permit me to thank all of you, our brethren, and also our many
Christian friends, for your fervent prayers in my behalf during my
illness, I sincerely appreciate also the faithfulness of our brethren in
carrying on the work of the Lord during my absence and especially
the faithfulness, patience, and extra effort of our dear Vice President,
the Rev. E. L. Mehlberg. Above all, I owe, hereby express, and urge
you all to join me in, heartfelt praise to the God of all grace, who .has
enabled me, your fellow sinner and fellow servant in the Lord, fully
to resume my duties, in His Kingdom.
H. David Mensing

God’s Instructions

for Purents and Children

On May Sth, our nation again paused in tribute to the mothers
of our land. It was a day of special honor for mothers, whether living
or dead. Christians, of course, realize that they are to honor both
mother and father every day, Deut. J, 16. .Affection and obedience
are not to be limit.ed to one specific time or occasion, but the love and
respect due parents are to be shown them every day of the year.
Much. has been said and written on this topic by outstanding
scholars of the Bible, by educational leaders, by officials of the government, and by learned students of family life and behavior. However, nothing can compare with the wisdom and the value of the instruction which God gives parents and children in His precious Word
of truth. It is well for us all to review this divine advice and encouragement from time to time so that parents and children might walk in
the footsteps of their Savior and be blessed now and in eternity.
Let us therefore ponder first some of the instructive
Holy Writ for the benefit of @zrents:

passages in

Deut. 6, 7 - “Thoti shalt teach (MJ~ words) diligently ztnto thy cbildren, and shalt talk of them when how sittcst in thine h,oouse,und
when thou walkest by the way, and whea tboat liest down, and
wiben ti5oaL wisest ,,P.‘,
Deut. 31, 13 - “A& that tbleir children, which b,ave not known any
thing, may blear and learn to fernthe Lord your God.,’
Prov. 13, 24 - “He that s$aIpetb his rod hteth
loveth him chte~zetbb i!&n betinaes.”

his sou: but he that

Prov. 19, 18 - Thastev thy son while there is hope, and let nut thy
soul spare for his crying.”
Prolv. 22, 6 - rrTrain up a child in the way he should go: and wblefz
hle is old, he will not depart from it.-)’
Prov. 22, 1.5 - Toolishaess is bound in the heart of a child; but the
yod of correction shall drive it f w from hina.”
Prov. 23, 13 - ” WitlShold not correction from the child: for if thm
beatest Itim with thle rod, he shall not die.”
Eph. 6, 4 - ‘?And, ye fm+!ws, provoke not yoa,tr children to wrath, but
h&g th1e.mup in the nm~ta~.reand admonition of tb,e Lord.”
2 Cor. 12, 14 - “T/be chdldven ought not to lay a@ for the parelzts,
but the parents for the children.”
-69 -

Titus 2, 4 - “That they may teach the yozmg wonaen to be sober, to
love their hmba?zds, to lo,ve their children?
1 Tim. 3,4rrOne that rule,& well his own house, having his children
in subjecti
with all gmvity.”
Now let us consider what God has to say for the benefit of the
children :
Lev. 19, 32 - “Thou shalt rise up before th,e hoary head and honor
the face of he old man.”
Deut. 27, 16 - “Cursed be be that setteth light by his father or his
mother.”
Prov. 10, 1 - “A wise son maketb a glad father: but a foolish son is
the heaviness of iSis mother.”
prov. 23, 22 - “Heark.en unto thy father that begat thee, afad despise
not thy mother when she is old.”
obey your parents ifa the Lord, for t&s is
Eph. 6, 1-3 - WSldmn,
right. Honor thy father and mother; which is the first commandment with pro*aise, that it m,ay be well with thee, and thou mayest live long on the earth.”
col. 3, 20 - “Children, obey your parelzts in all t&ngs: for t&s is
well pleasing unto the Lord?
1 Tim. 5, 4 - ‘?Let them learn first to show piety at home, and to
requite their parents: for that is good mzd acceptatie before God.”
How fitting these words of instruction are in our day! God give
us more Christian homes in which parents and children walk in the
fear of God and seek to instill in others the same Christlike spirit which
motivates and guides their home life!
Oh, blest that house where faith ye find
And all within have set their mind
To trust their God and serve Him still
And do in all His holy will!
-0.w.s.

The fear of Baan bringeth a
snare: but who jahtteth his trust
in the Lord shall be safe.
(Prov. 29:25)
-7O-

l Cor 15 : l-2, “Moreover, bretb-ren, I declare unto you the gospel which
I preached acnto you, which also ye have recei.ved, alad wherein ye
stand; by whicks also ye are saved, if ye keep in ~wwnory what I
preached unto you, unless ye have believed in vaW’
This is a wonderful description
of true believing Christians. Of
them the Apostle says, such have
received the Gospel an.d stand
tbereifz. In this connection we
must be sure to remember that
these are not the words of men,
but the Holy Ghost’s words, who
spoke through the Apostle. God’s
Words, however, are deep, rich,
and full of meaning. Many think
if they approve what God’s Word
says, if they are pleased with. the
lovely teachings of the Gospel, if
they gladly and diligently
hear
and read God’s Word, then they
also have received it. But a person can have a certain favorable
feeling toward God’s Word and
nevertheless be filled with enmity
a,gainst that Word: if it once just
strikes the sensitive spot in our
heart. Of Herod it is reporte’d:
“He feared John, knowing that
he was a just man and holy, and
observed him; and when he heard
h im, he did many things, and
heard him gladly.” But when John
admonished Herod because of his
pet sin, then John still finally had
to fall under the executioner’s ax
of this seeming friend of God’s
Word. Thus almost all Germany
-71-

praised Luther’s comforting
doctrine, and still we hear this man
voicing the general complaint that
his word is not accepted but rejected.
By nature no person is able to
accept the Gospel in his heart; that
can only be a.ccomplished in him
through
the Holy
Ghost.
As
often, namely, as an unconverted
person hears, reads, or ponders
God’s, Law, the Holy Ghos,t then
seeks to convince him what a
great sinner he is and that he is
not yet a partaker of God’s grace,
but rather that God’s wrath rests
on him. If now by the power of
God the pers.on does not resist the
Holy Ghost, his heart is filled with
a deep sadness, his. awakened conscience makes him fearful and
terrified, and through the Gospel
there arises now in the person a
heartfelt longing for grace, help
and mercy. 0, blessed is the person who experiences this, because
this yearning for grace is already
the beginning of the true saving
faith, just as soon as the sinner’s
yearning reaches out for Christ,
the Expiator of all sins. If such a
sinner remains under the discipline
of the Holy Ghost, then the Holy

Ghost by means of the Gospel
brings, him from this longing for
Christ to a stronger faith and settled confidence, so that he is able
to cry out with divine certainty:
“Bless the Lord, 0 my soul,” for
I, a sinner, have found grace, I,
a wretch, have found mercy!

“Many when they hear the Gos-’
pel, the thought on the basis of
their own strength arises in their
heart which declares: I believe.
They take that then to be a true
faith. But since it is a human fabrication
and idea which never
reaches the depths of the heart, it
accordingly accomplishes nothing
Only of him who has had such
and no improvement follows. But
an experience is it possible to say,
faith is a divine work in us from
that he has become a true believer.
God w.hich changes and creates us
Whoever has experienced nothing
anew and kills the *Old Adam,
of true repentance; whoever has
making us into entirely different
experienced nothing of the power
people at heart, in disposition and
of the Law and still does not know
mind and in all faculties, bringing
how a sinner feels when he sees
the Holy Ghost with it. -Pray
his lost condition through the enGod that He create in you this
lightenment of the Holy Ghost,
faith; otherwise you will surely
and recognizes that he is a child
remain without
faith eternally,
of death; whoever with a genuyou will think and do what you
inely troubled
soul from
the
wish according to your own abildepths of his heart has never
ity.”
groaned and sighed for the grace
of Christ and has not yet discov(Melody: 0 Lord look down
ered that a person cannot believe
f mm beav’n)
in Christ by his own strength,
0 Son of God, Christ Jesus, Lord,
that God alone can give it through
His blessed Holy Spirit : such a That men might be believing!
person is most certainly still withWithout Thee none can trust
out faith. The creation of faith
Thy Word,
in the soul of a sinner does not
No steadfastness receiving.
take place without the sinner himself being aware of it. It is a Then help Thou me from heav’n
above,
work which changes the entire
True faith bestow by Thy rich
person from darkness to light,
1ove,
from spiritual death to spiritual
life, and which brings him out. of Therein keep me abiding. Amen.
a state of helplessness to a divine
Taegliche Hausandacht
power. Luther in his perface to
C. F. W. Walther (Crull)
the Epistle to the Romans speaks
Translated by E.L.M.
wonderfully
about this matter:
-72-

ing traditional

THE FORMATION
OF THE AMERICAN
LUTHERAN CHURCH
On April 22, 1960, a major
Lutheran
church
merger took
place in Minneapolis, Minn. With
1,000 delegates in attendance, the
Evangelical Lutheran church (EL
C), American Lutheran church
(ALC) , and the United Evangelical Lutheran
church
(UELC)
united to form The American
Lutheran Church (TALC).
The
new church is the third largest
Lutheran body in the nation with
some 5,000 congregations and over
21/h million members.
At the constituting convention
the delegates elected Dr. Fredrik
Schiotz of Minneapolis as the first
president. He had been president
of the ELC since 19 54. The new
president informed the press that
this merger climaxed negotiations
which started in 1949. He also
indicated that no doctrinal com.promises were needed, only administrative
and organizational
ones, He added that The American Lutheran Church does. not
want to face union again unless
all the major Lutheran bodies are
involved. In its convention it did
declare its willingness. to confer
with any or all Lutheran churches
with the unification of all as an
objective. A resolution was also
passed urging altar and pulpit fellowship among all Lutherans shar-73-

creeds.

Before concluding its convention on Sunday, April 24, the
newly formed church named Dr.
Henry Schuh, Columbus, Ohio.,
president of the ALC, as honorary
president of TALC for life; approved a budget of over $18 million ; and applied for membership
in the World Council of Churches,
the National
Lutheran
council,
and the Lutheran World Federation.
In high praise of this major
church merger an editorial in
the Minneapolis Sunday Tribune
states: “The architects of the new
church organization and the more
than 2 million members w.ho supported them, deserve much credit
for their patience, persistence, hard
work and vision. They have dem.onstrated a sense of values which
has little concern with small religious differences and great concern with cooperation and church
progress. Minnesotans have found
it impres.sive to witness this developmen t . They feel honored by
the choice o’f Minneapolis as headquarters for the new church.”
-0.w.s.

We have a b&ding of God, an
home not made zvitb bands, etmnal in z%e heavens.
(2 car. 5:l)

What

Is True Repentance?

“Now repentance consists properly of these two parts: One is
CONTRITION,
.&tit ix, terrors
smiting the conscience throzcgh
tbie howledge of sin; the other is
FAITH, whicls is born of the gospel, OY of absolution, and believes
that, for Christ’s sake, sins are
f OYg tie’n, comforts the conscience,
and delivers it from terrors. Then
good works are bound to follow,
which are the fruit of repentence.”
-Art.
XII, Augsburg Confession
CONTRITION
is a deep, heartfelt sorrow over sin. The Bible
distinguishes between a “godly
sorrow” and “the sorrow of the
“Godly sorrow worketh
world”.
repentance to salvation not to be
repented of: but the sorrow of the
world worketh death” (2 Cor. 7:
10). The latter is wrought by the
Law, and springs from fear of the
wrath and the punishment of God.
Such contrition we find in man
before his conversion, and unless
he learns of the love and grace of
God, it will end in despair and
death. The “godly sorrow” we
find in Christians only, and is a
part of their daily sanctification.
It is not motivated by fear of
punishment, but rather by their
love of God; they are sorry for
having grieved God with their
sins. The Christians are sorry because their sins are offensive to
God; the unconverted are sorry
-74-

because their sins are detrimental
to themselves. GODLY
SORROW is. pleasing to God, draws
us nearer to Him, and is a powerful means in suppressing the old
Adam.
FAITH
th.e work of God, an
act of man. Conversion consists
in the bestowal of faith. Hence
faith is not a work of man in the
sense that by his own powers he
produces faith in his heart. Faith
is “of the operation of God”
(Co1 2: 12) ; it is given unto us to
believe in Christ
(Phil. 1:29).
Faith is, therefore, the work of
God in this sense that it is He, and
He alone who creates and sustains
it in our hearts.
However it is not God who believes in us and for us; It is man
who does the believing. “If thou
canst believe, all things are possible to him that believeth. And
straightway
the father of the
child cried out and said with tears,
Lord, I believe; help thou mine unbelief” (Mark 9:23, 24). “What
shall we do that we might work
the works of God?” (works which
God requires of us). “Jesus answered and said unto them, This
is the work of God, that ye believe on Him whom He hath sent”
(John 6:28, 29).
These texts
plainly show that faith is indeed
an act or a work of man which
he performs in his heart. Like

fearing, loving, and hoping, believing is something we do in our
hearts and souls. Faith is an act
or work of man since man actually
does the believing. (compare page
136f. of a Summary of Christian
Doctrine, by Koehler)
- J.E.S.

THE PROPER USE OF THE
OFFICE OF THE KEYS
John 20:22, 23: When He had
said this, He breathed on them
and saith zmto them, “Receive ye
tt!w Holy Ghost : Whosoever sins
ye remit, they are remitted unto
them; and whosoever sins ye retain, they are retained.”
Discussing these words, Luther
says: “Th is power is given to all
Christians.
Whosoever hath the
Holy Spirit, to him this power is
given; that is, to him who is a
Christian. But who is a Christian?
He that believeth. He that believeth the Holy Spirit.
Every
Christian therefore has the power,
claimed by pope and bishops, of
forgiving or retaining sins. Well,
then, some might say, we can pro-75-

nounce absolution, baptize, preach,
administer communion?
No indeed. St. Paul says, ‘Let all things
be done decently and in order’ (I
Cor. 14~0).
We all have’ this
power, but let no one presume to
exercise it publicly, except he be
called and chosen for this office
by the congregation. But in private we may use this power. If,
for instance, my brother comes to
me, saying, ‘Dear brother, I am
vexed in my conscience, give me
a. word of absolution,’ I am free
to do this and tell him the Gospel,
how that he should take hold of
Christ’s work, believing that the
righteousness of Christ is truly
h’is own; and that his own sins
are Christ’s. This is, indeed, the
greatest service I can do to a fell owman.”
- J.E.S.

Capital

Punishment

Most of the major denominations, with the notable exception
of the Roman Catholics, are quite
vehement in their denunciation of
capital punishment.
The United
Presbyterian C~!JUIT~in the U.S.A.
went on record in its General Assembly ( 1959) as “believing that
capital punishment cannot be condoned by an interpretation of the
Bible based upon the revelation of
God’s love in Jesus Christ.”
The
Methodists declare, “We stand for
the application of the redemptive
principle to the treatment of offenders against the law, to reform
of penal and correctional methods,
and to criminal court procedure.
For this reason, we deplore the use
of capital punishment.”
The Union of American Hebrew Congregations states, “We believe there
is no crime for which taking of
human life by society is justified.”
The General Convention of th
Protestant Episcopal Chvrch resolved more than a year ago that
“the taking of this human life
falls within the providence of God
and not within the right of man.”
The Ro,man Catholic asserts, “The
state has the right-indeed
the
duty and the obligation from God
-to
protect its citizens from
harm. When a criminal endangers
the common good by evil-doing,
the state has the right to put him
to death, if necessary. While defending the state’s right to inflict
-76

capital punishment for the reasons
noted, the Catholic church has
never either demanded or urged
capital punishment as the only
means of punishing criminals or
preventing crime.” A s,pokesman
for the Lutheran Cburc~5 - LMissotiri Synod which had discussed
the question at various pastoral
conferences, said, “The Bible seems
to permit the possibility of capital
punishment.”
About 30 nations have abolished capital punishment, for example, Belgium, Denmark, Finland, Norway, The Netherlands,
Portugal, Sweden, and many of
the nations in Latin America. In
the United States, the laws of 41 of
our states provide for capital punishment. Some of the states have
abolished capital punishment and
then restored it,
The vast majority of those who
oppose capital punishment appeal
Commandment,
to the Fifth
“Thou shalt not kill”, claiming
that on the basis of this. Commandment the government does
not have the right to put any hut&2&/man bein.g to death. This,
ever, is a gross misuse of God’s
Holy Word! Although both the
Church and the State have been
divinely instituted by God, nevertheless, their objects are altogether
different.
The Church is to be
ruled solely and alone by the
Word of God, while the State is
to, be ruled by sound common
sense; the purpose of the Church

is to bring sinners to heaven, while
the State is to concern itself only
with the temporal welfare of all
its citizens; the Church dare not
make use of the sword to punish
those who refuse to abide by God’s
Word, while the State must make
use of the sword in punishing
those who are guilty of transgressing its laws.

more than the art of singing interferes, with civil government.
For civil government deals with
other things than does the Gospel.
The civil rulers defend not minds,
but bodies and bodily
things
against manifest injuries, and restrain men with the sword and
bodily punishments in order to
preserve civil justice and peace.”

The authority to m&e use of
tt!w surord hs been givvm to the
St&, the government.
For thus
writes the Apostle Paul that the
government “is the minister of
God to thee fur good. But if thou
do that which is evil, be afraid;
for he beareth not the sword in
vain: for he is the minister of God,
a revenger to execute wrath upon
him that doeth evil” (Rom. 13 :
4). And the Lord says in Genesis,
“Whoso sheddeth man’s blood, by
man shall his blood be shed” (9:
6). And in Matt. 26:fi2, “All
they that take the sword shall perish with the sword.” Instead of
coddling the criminals’, the State
has the duty to punish them. And
where the State fails to do this, it
is not fulfilling
its obligations to
protect the innocent and to punish the guilty.

We also have the eloquent testimony of Dr. Luther who writes
in accord with these Scriptural
principles, “The streets must be
kept clean, peace established in the
cities, and justice administered in
the land, allowing the sword to
strike transgressors vigorously and
boldly, as St. Paul teaches in Rom.
13 :4. For God wants non-Christians held in check to keep them
from doing wrong or from committing wrong without being punished. Let no one imagine that the
world can be governed without
the shedding of blood. The temporal sword should and must be
red and bloodstained,
for the
world is wicked and is bound to
b e so. Therefore the sword is
God’s rod and vengeance for it.”
(St. Louis Ed. Vol. X, 92 5 ) And
again, “A prince and lord must
here bear in mind that he is God’s
minister and a servant of His
wrath (Rom. 13 A), to whom the
sword has, been entrusted for use
against such rogues, Furthermore,
he must remember that he is sinning as greatly against God if he
does not punish and protect and

In line with this Scriptural
teaching we confess in our Augsburg Confession, Article XXVIII,
“Therefore,
since the power of
the Church grants eternal things,
and is exercised only by the ministry of the Word, it does not interfere with civil government; no

-77-

does not discharge the responsibilities of his office as does the man
to whom the swo>rd has not been
entrusted when he commits a
murder.
If h e is authorized to
punish but fails to do so---even to
the extent of taking human life
and shedding human blood-then
he is guilty of all the murder and
evil which these rogues commit.,
as one who by the wanton neglect
of his divine commission permits
these rogues to practice their

Bible

Study

wickedness, though he could prevent it and is in duty bound to
d 0 so.” (St. L ouis Ed. Vol. XVI,
75)
As. Christians we should also remember the government in our
prayers, asking God to grant us
bold and coura.geous leaders who
not only recognize their duties
and responsibilities, but also that
they may faithfully
carry them
out!
-M.L.N.

Outlines

THE RESURRECTION OF THE DEAD
I

The Bible clearly teaches this doctrine.
A. The Old Testament, Hosea 13:14; Isaiah 26:19, 40; Job 19:
25-27; Exodus 3:6.
B. The New Testament, John F:28, 29; 6139, 40; Mark
27; I Thess. 4:16; I Cor. 15; 2 Cor. 5:lO.

II

12:18-

Who will rise from the dead?
A. All men, John 5:28; Acts 24:15; II Tim. 4:1.
Note: What do the millennialists teach on this point and
how does God’s Word refute their false teaching?
B. The bodies of men will rise from the graves, Rom. 8 : 11.
C. How would you ans’wer the objection: the elements of the
body turned to dust have been assimilated by other bodies?
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III

What difference

will there be in the resurrection

of the dead?

A. The believers will rise with glorified bodies to everlasting life
in heaven, I Cor. 15; John 5:29; Phil. 3:21; Job 19:26, 27.
33. The unbelievers will rise to eternal death, that is, to everlasting shame, contempt, and torment in hell, Luke 16: 23, 24;
Matt. 10:28.
IV

When will the resurrection of the dead take place?
A. On the Last Day, John 6:40; 6:54; John 11:23, 24.
B. In the twinkling of an eye, I Cor. 15 : 52.

V

The deniers of the resurrection
A.
B.
C*
D.

of the dead.

The Sadducees, Acts. 23:8; Matthew 22:23.
Hymenaeus and Philetus, 2 Tim. 2: 18.
Those who have no hope, I. Thess. 4: 13.
Name some of the modern day religious organizations
deny the resurrection of the dead.

who

1.
2.
3.
VI

What is the practical use of this doctrine?
A. For the unbelievers?
B. For us Christians?
1. As an admonition?
2. As a comfort?
In the resurrection; in the resurrection,
We do trust. From the dust
Shall this body - this the hope we cherish Rise before God clothed in pure perfection.
Jesus, Lord, Help afford;
Oh, save us lest we perish!
-M.L.N.
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