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STATEMENT OF PURPOSE 

To set forth in simple and plain language 
the pure doctrine of God’s Word as taught by 
the true Lutheran Church in full accordance 
with the Book of Concord of 1580, and the 
Brief Statement of 1932. 

To show, on the basis of Scripture, what 
true Christians are to believe and how, out 
of love for their Savior Jesus Christ, they are 
to lead godly lives. 

To furnish aids for Bible study and articles 
for Scriptural devotion and meditation. 

To demonstrate, by our Scriptural stand, 
that our Concordia Lutheran Conference is not 
a sect or a false church body but that the 
congregations which form our Conference 
comprise the true visible church on earth, not 
denying, however, that there may be others 
unknown to us who truly share our Scriptural 
position in doctrine and practice and who also 
rightly belong to the true visible church of 
Christ. 

To urge all who truly share our Scriptural 
position in doctrine and practice to acknowl- 
edge our position openly and publicly in order 
that we may recognize the blessed existence 
of such God-given unity and that we may then 
proceed to practice a God-pleasing church 
fellowship with them by supporting each 
other’s work with our prayers and personal 
service as mutually acknowledged brethren in 

the faith. 

To show that we do not have among us a 
mixture of divergent teachings but that we 

are, by God’s grace, “perfectly joined together 
in the same mind and in the same judgment.” 

To set forth pertinent historical informa- 
tion which has a bearing upon the Church 
and to expose modern philosophical thought 
and the so-called scientific theories which 

contradict the Word of God. 
To expose particularly the false teaching 

and practice of the various so-called “Luth- 
eran” church bodies by comparing their teach- 
ing and practice with what is plainly recorded 
in the Word of God, in the Lutheran Con- 
fessions, and in the old orthodox Lutheran 

writings. 

To expose false teaching and practice 
wherever it makes its appearance and to keep 
abreast of the current happenings in the 
church world and among the nations as signs 
of the times. 

To be truthful and factual in our reporting 
and freely to correct any misinformation of 
which we are not aware and which has been 
called to our attention. Also to clarify any 
information or statement of doctrine or prac- 
tice which may be unclear to our readers or 
which may create a wrong impression. 



The Concordia Lutheran Conference 

“It is a good thing to give 
thanks unto the Lord, and to sing 
praises unto Thy name, 0 most 

Convention Digest 

high: to show forth Thy loving 
kindness in the morning and Thy 
faithfulness every night. . . I will 
triumph in the works of Thy 
hands! ” Ps. 92, 1, 2, 4b. Joining 
most gratefully in these words of 
the psalmist were the pastors and 
lay delegates who traveled many 
miles and assembled at Christ 
Lutheran Church in Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin, June 18-20, 1960, for 
the tenth annual convention of 
the Concordia Lutheran Confer- 
ence. There the Lord granted 
pleasant and comfortable weather 
as the representatives of our 
churches met to discuss and de- 
tide upon the business of Christ’s 
kingdom. The official Proceed- 
ings of the convention, giving 
more detailed information, will, 
God willing, be printed as soon 
as possible. In the meantime a 
brief resume of the 1960 conven- 
tion is herewith offered. 

The convention proper began 
on Saturday, June 18, with a di- 
vine service. Pastor H. D. Men- 
sing, Tinley Park, Illinois, deliv- 
ered an inspiring sermon on Eph. 
4, 1-6, treating the solemn admon- 
ition : Keep the true Chrisian 
unity! The host pastor, Rev. E. L. 
Mehlberg, served as liturgist. 

On Sunday morning, June 19, 
another divine service was held in 
which Holy Communion was cele- 
brated and the chapel-parsonage- 
Seminary was formally dedicated 
to the glory of God. Pastor E. C. 
Hallstein, Clark, S. D., preached 
an edifying sermon on 2 Cor. Y, 
18-2 1, treating the subject: The 
Peace which God has established 
with the entire World! The host 
pastor again served as liturgist. 

Six pastors. ten lay delegates, 
and about 5 5 vis’itors were in at- 
tendance. People came from the 
states of Washington, Oregon, 
South Dakota, Minnesota, Iowa, 
Illinois, and Wisconsin. 

In addition to the devotions 
which preceded each session the 
convention heard one instructive 
and enlightening essay: “The 
Place of the Christian Child in 
the Church and Home”, by Pas- 
tor M. L. Natterer of Lebanon, 
Oregon. Another essay on “The 
Doctrine of the Divine Call” was 
postponed to the next convention 
because of the necessity which this 
convention had to discuss other 
matters pertaining to Scriptural 
principles first. Vario,us commit - 
tee reports were also made to the 
Conference. 

The convention adopted a b,ud- 
get for the coming fiscal year of 
$7,400. Of this amount $3,850 
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has been earmarked for the Semi- 
nary (salary and supplies) and 
$1,200 has been designated for 
Missions. Of this latter amount 
$,lOO per month was again grant- 
ed as a subsidy to Trinity Luther- 
an Church, Sigourney-Muscatine, 
Iowa. 

We now present some of the 
important resolutions which were 
adopted at the convention. The 
following principle of church fi- 
nancing with its Scriptural basis 
was unanimously adopted by the 
convention: “Holy Scripture re- 
quires that, before we launch out 
into any such project, where we 
contemplate promising definite fi- 
nancial help, we are obliged, under 
the authority of God’s Word, not 
only to consider our willingness 
- that is, whether or not we fav- 
or it - but also our reasonable 
ability to carry out the promise 
which we contemplate making. 
Prov. 3, 27. 2 Car. 8, 11-12.” 

The convention authorized the 
Committee on Lutheran Union to 
proceed with negotiations with 
the O.L.C. with the utmost cau- 
tion according to the facts at 
hand and in the clear light of 
Holy Scripture. 

The convention further resolved 
that, God willing, we make every 
effort to initiate the publishing of 
Sunday School primary leaflets 
(series I) by September, 1961. 

The convention chose the name: 
Concordia Lutheran Conference 
Seminary as the official name. for 

its Seminary in Milwaukee, 

The convention further resolved 
that the officers of the Confer- 
ence proceed to incorporate our 
Conference in the state of Wis- 
consin. 

Another resolution asked ,a11 
pastors and their delegates to urge 
their home congregations to make 
diligent use of every’ opportunity 
to study God’s Word both in the 
Church and in the home so that 
there might be definite growth in 
grace and in the knowledge of our 
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

It was. also resolved that since, 
under God, we were privileged to 
dedicate our Seminary as well as 
the chapel-parsonage at this con- 
vention, a brief history of our 
Seminary and the acquisition of 
a building be written by the chair- 
man of the C.T.E. and printed in 
the Concord.ia Lutheran. 

A final resolution of the con- 
vention offered special thanks and 
praise to the true God, Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghost, for having 
preserved His pure Word among 
us, in spite of our many failings 
and shortcomings. 

The following were elected for 
the coming year: 
President: Rev, E. L. Mehlberg 
Vice-president: Rev. J. E. Shufelt 
Secretary: Rev. 0. W. Schaefer 
Treasurer: Mr. Elfred Bloedel 
Board member-at-large: 

Mr. Ernst Steinke 

The Editorial Committee con- 
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sists of Pastor M. L. Natterer, edi- 
tor; Pastor Paul Bloedel, assistant 
editor ; and Mr. Walter Fischer, 
business manager. The Co,mmit- 
tee on Missions consists of Pastor 
M. L. Natterer, Mr. T. E. Fischer, 
and Mr. Do,n Hob,bs. The Com- 
mittee on Theological Education 
consists of Pastor E. C. Hallstein, 
Pastor J. E. Shufelt, Mr. Victor 
Bloedel, and Mr. Elmer Frerichs. 
Mr. Victor Bloedel was elected as 
the layman on the Committee on 
Lutheran Union. 

Th’e time and place of next 
year’s convention was left in the 
hands of the Board of Directors. 

The convention concluded its 

official business on Monday after- 
noon, June 20. For the inspira- 
tion afforded by the sermons, the 
devotions, and the essay; for the 
fine Christian fellowship; for the 
wonderful hospitality of the host 
congregation, and for the gener- 
ous cooperation of all, we laud 
and magnify the Lord of the 
Church. May He give us all new 
zeal and courage to go forth and 
serve Him with all our heart! May 
His blessing rest upon our conse- 
crated endeavors to His honor and 
glory and to the welfare of im- 
mortal souls! “The work of our 
hands establish Thou it!” Ps. 90, 
17. 

0. W. Schaefer, Secretary 

Pray For A Peace-Loving Government 

This month our country ob- 
served its 184th birthday. From a 
humble set of thirteen colonies 
America has emerged into a 
mighty nation with abundant 
treasures and resources. As Chris- 
tian citizens we rejoice with grati- 
tude to God for the privileges and 
freedoms that are ours. We ack- 
nowledge anew that God reigns 
over our land and over the entire 
world, and that unless our nation 
seeks His guidance day after day, 
it stands in danger of losing its 

peace, for no country can expect 
divine blessings if it ignores Him 
who alone rules over heaven and 
earth. As God-fearing citizens we 
ought to show a deep concern for 
our country’s welfare, not only 
in an earthly way, but especially 
in a spiritual. sense. To this the 
Apostle Paul directs our attention 
in his first letter to Timothy, 
chapter 2, verses 1-6. 

From this text we learn that 
prayer for all men and especially 
for those in authority is good and 
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acceptable in the sight of God. 
Luther once wrote: “The govern- 
ment is a sign of divine grace and 
is to be held in honor; therefore 
we ought to pray for rulers, who 
may not easily be corrupted and 
spoiled! ” So Paul, like Luther, 
urges the churches to pray for all 
manner of rulers, since the good 
will of those in authority is of 
great importance for the existence 
and expans,ion of the Church. 

After all, the true Church of 
Christ is mankind’s greatest bene- 
factor. It makes men. free by tell- 
ing them that through Jesus Christ 
they are delivered from the bond- 
age of sin, death, and the devil. 
It gives men hope and comfort in 
time of trouble. Through the 
power of the Word it has served 
to remove many a superstition, has 
given woman her rightful place 
in the world, has founded cha.rit- 
able institutions etc. Yes, the Gos- 
pel of our Lord produces many 
blessings for a country. 

Furthermore, when men become 
Christians, they also become bet- 
ter citizens. Through the Bible 
they have learned that the gov- 
ernment is God’s ordinance, Rom. 
1.3, 1; that they should be subject 
for conscience’ sake, living peace- 
ably with all men and respecting 
the rights of others. Only when 
the government acts contrary to 
the Word of God is disobedience 
in place, Acts 5, 29. Indeed, the 
Church promotes the highest type 
of citizenship and is a genuine 

benefactor of the 

Yet Jesus once 
ware of men; for 

predicted: “Be- 
they will deliver 

‘1 1 you up to the councns. . . ano ye 

State. 

shall be brought before governors 
and kings for My sake!” Matt. 
10, 17- 18. And history reveals 
much opposition to the Church 
on the part of civil authorities. 
Thus after the death of Stephen 
the Church at Jerusalem was scat- 
tered. Then followed the maryr- 
dom of James and the many trials 
of Paul at the hands of Roman 
rulers. There were the terrible Ro- 
man persecutions of the Church, 
the experiences of our forefathers 
under hostile authorities in Sax- 
ony, and the more recent tribula- 
tions of Christians in Communis,t- 
controlled lands. Such opposition 
is a check on the free course of 
the Gospel and makes church 
work and mission endeavors diffi- 
cult and hazardous. 

How shall the Church meet 
such opposition ? Not by violence, 
but by our good conduct, by seek- 
ing the peace of the city, and 
above all, by praying that those 
in authority might be peace-lov- 
ing, lest our precious freedoms, be 
harmed or even lost. God, with 
whom all things are possible, can 
incline the hearts of civil rulers 
to be kindly disposed to the 
Church or compel them to give 
up their evil designs against it. 

Since God wants all men to be 
saved, we should pray that those 
in authority might also come to 
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the knowledge of the truth in 
Chri.st so that they do not hinder 
the Church and we might lead a 
peaceable life. God will hear such 
prayers, even though He at times 
permits trial and persecution, it 
is always for the good of His 
people and the welfare of His 
Church. 

While the success of the Church 
is it dependent on any form of 
government, it can unfold its 
blessed activity to a greater ad- 
vantage under friendly authorities. 
Then property and life will be 
protected; there will be no inter- 
ference with the exercise of re- 
ligion, and the Church can dis- 
charge its duties unhindered. How 
we ought to continue to pray that 
God’s great gift of peace might 
remain among us! 

We live in difficult times. 
Forces hostile to religion march 
daily through this world of ours. 
There is much contempt for the 
Word of God, much lawlessness 
and disorder in our land. Does, 
this situation not show us the 
great necessity of interceding for 
all men that God might move 
them to accept the Gospel and of 
praying that He might also guide 
and control our leaders in govern- 
ment so that all our liberties might 
be preserved t o us and to our chil- 
d ren? The Lord has promised, “If 
My people pray and seek My face, 
then I will hear from heaven and 
will forgive their sins and will heal 
their land!” 2 Chr. 7, 14. May we 

fervently pray for our country 
and its rulers and say with the 
poet,: 

0 Lord, stretch forth Thy mighty 
hand 

And guard and bless our Father- 
land! 

- ON-.s. 

Let us lay aside every weight, 
and the sipz which doth so easily 
beset us, and let us ram with pa- 
tience tf!!e race that is set before 
us, looking unto Jesus the AZ&WY 
and Finistber of our fa,ith (Heb. 
12:1, 2) 

As we have therefore o$psrtun- 
ity, let us do good unto all mm, 
especially unto the?% who are of 
the homebold of faith. (Gal. 6 : 

10) 
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John 16: 20-2 1, “Verily, verily, I say unto yo’z~, That ye shall weep and 
lament, but th.e world shall rejoice: and ye shall be sorrowfzcl, but your 

SOYYOW shall be turned into joy. A woman where she is in travail bath 
SOYYOW, because her hobo is come: but as soon as she is delivered of the 
child, she re?nemberct,b no more the angztisb, for joy that a man is born 

into the world? 

In our Gospel lesson Jesus in- 
structs His already converted dis- 
ciples regarding the manner in 
which their faith shall be tested, 
exercised, and thus strengthened 
and preserved until their entrance 
into eternal joy. However, the 
way in which this takes place is 
the same a.s when also the true 
faith with its joy is first begotten 
and born in the heart. But what 
is now the way which the Lord 
prescribes to His disciples? He 
points it out to them with these 
words: “Verily, verily, I say unto 
yoz, That ye shall weep and lu- 
PZ~S~, but the world shall rejoice: 
afzd ye shall be sorrowfaLl, but 
your SOYYOW shall be turned into 
joy.” Sorrow, not worldly but 
godly sorrow, is therefore the path 
to the joy of faith here in this life. 
It certainly cannot be otherwise. 
The true faith is most surely not 
a mere lifeless acceptance of every- 
thing that is found in the Bible. 
That indeed any person can pos- 
sess whose heart still has not been 
crushed. However, the true faith 
is much rather a divinely worked 

power created by the Holy Ghost 
which comforts itself in firm re- 
liance on Christ against all rest- 
lessness and fear arising in the con- 
science because of sin, God’s wrath, 
judgment, ‘and hell. By such faith 
a man is reborn, the love of 
sin is rooted out, his heart is 
cleansed and renewed, and love to 
God and to the neighbor is poured 
out into it. This wonderful change, 
however, cannot take place in any 
person so long as he is well satis- 
fied to remain in his sins. Christ 
compares the joy of true faith it- 
self in the heart of a person with 
the physical birth of a child, and 
says : “A womm when she is in 
travail batib sorrow, because her 
k!bur is come: but as soon as she 
is delivered of the child, she re- 
m3nberetk no 8mre the anguish, 
for joy tht a maya is born into 
the world.” Thus, says Christ it 
is also with the joy of faith. With- 
out the labor-pains of true sorrow 
over sin, faith cannot come forth 
into the world. No, if the true 
faith with its heavenly joy is to 
come into the heart, then, as God 
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indicates through the prophet Jer- 
emiah, the person must first 
“know therefore and see that it is 
an evil thing and bitter, that thou 
hast forsaken the Lord thy God, 
and that my fear is not in thee.” 
Not that a person with his. sorrow 
and sadness over his sins should or 
even could merit something before 
God; but because no person, as he 
is by nature, can truly believe, for 
only one who is truly terrified 
over his sins truly and really em- 
braces Christ by faith. 

Sorry to say, there are only too 
many who desire to be believing 
Christians, but an earnest concern 
and dread of sin, they do not have. 
Here and there in their busines.s 
life they do not deal with con- 
scientious strictness, yes, occasion- 
ally they plainly do business in a 
dishonorable manner; or they do 
not always remain strictly within 
the bounds of truth, but when 
they get into a difficult situation, 
they scheme themselves out of it 
by a little white lie, as they call 
it; they are slanderers, or they 
take pleasure in evil gossip behind 
their neighbor’s back; or in gen- 
eral they treat him in a loveless 
manner ; or here and there they 
conform themselves to the sinful 
habits of the world and at times 
deny their convictions which stand 
in direct opposition to s,uch con- 
duct; or secretly their hearts trust 
in the god of riches; or their chief 
aim in life is their own honor ; or 
they allow certain passions to have 

free rein; they foster impure de- 
sires, or jealousy, or hatred and ir- 
reconciliation against their enemy. 
In addition to all this, they do 
indeed now and then feel a cer- 
tain uneasiness in their conscience, 
but they always seek immediately 
to excuse themselves with the 
thought that these are only mere 
weaknesses and matters of small 
importance which do not hinder 
their remaining in God’s grace; 
for that reason they suppress the 
warnings of conscience which they 
feel and dismiss them from their 
minds as quickly as possible. 

But now where do such get the 
notion tha.t in spite. of all their 
halting between Christ and Belial 
they yet remain in the faith? - 
The answer is this: They have a 
faith which was not born in true 
sorrow over their sins; it is a mis: 
erable false faith which can en- 
dure neither trials nor death, 
which is more dangerous than 
open unbelief itself. 

Indeed, when I each day recall 
How oft I have offended, 
A stone seems on my heart to fall 
With fearful dread attended; 
I know not how to come or go, 
Despair would drive me down 

below 

Did not Thy Word uphold me. 

But now Thy healing Word doth 
b’ ring 

With all its sweetest singing 
A joyous heart that makes it sing 
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And sca.rce can keep from spring- 
ing. 

For all the grace Thy Word assures 
The crushed in spirit now procures 
Who comes to Thee, 0 Jesus! 

Amen. 
m I aegliche Hausandacht 
C. F. W. Walther (Crull) 
Translated by E.L.M. 

In Zielona Gora, a town of 
5 0,OO 0 in Lower Silesia, Poland, 
local authorities decided to take 
over pa.rt of a church building for 
a community center. In the mor- 
ning when the workmen arrived 
to begin the project, a crowd of 
angry Catholic women drove th.em 
off. The police were called, but 
they, too, were driven off. As 
evening fell, the fighting was still 
going on, and more than 5,000 
persons were battling police. When 
the rioting was over, 40 policemen 
and 30 civilians had been injured, 
two police cars burned, the police 
station stoned, and at least 100 
persons arrested. In Warsaw Car- 
dinal Wyszynski met with his 
bishops to discuss the situation. 
There was grave fear that another 
feud might be brewing between 
the Roman Catholic Church and 
the State. 

-O- 

The American Baptist Conven- 
tion ( 1.6 million members) was 

Therefore we conclwde that a 
.naan is justified b_~ faith wit?~out 
the deeds of the law. (Rom. 3 ~28) 

Wait on the Lord: be of good 
conrage, ayid He shall strengthen 
hbine heart: wait, I say, 01% tf!x 
Lord. (Ps. 27~14) 

AROUND THE WORLD 

urged by some of its delegates to 
sever all ties, with the National 
Council of Churches. The oppo- 
sition was led by Preston Huston 
of Wichita, Kansas, who described 
the National Council of Churches 
as a mishmash of “watered-down 
Christianity” and some of its lead- 
ers as supporters of Communist 
causes. “We feel we should be 
preaching the true Gospel instead 
of trying to find ways to cooper- 
ate with infidels,” declared Hus- 
ton. In spite of the objections the 
Convention passed a resolution 
supporting membership in the 
NCC by a large majority. They 
did, h owever, provide that any 
local church 
dissent and 
support from 
so. 

wishing to express 
withhold financial 
the NCC could do 

-O- 

Roman Catholic Pope John has 
named eleven cardinals to head 
advance-work commissions for his 
forthcoming General (Ecumeni- 
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Cal> Council. Cardinal Bea was 
given the top job to see to it that 
non-Catholic Christian groups are 
kept informed of the Council’s 
work. Cardinal Bea described his 
role as “general liaison officer” de- 
veloping “personal contacts” with 
other Christian groups prior to 
the Council. “On some practical 
questions,” said Cardinal Bea, 
“compromise is not excluded. On 
doctrine, no compromise.” 

In Spain a letter signed by 342 
1' . 1 Roman Catholic priests was aa- 

dressed to their bishops in which 
the government was charged with 
using torture in the police stations. 
on citizens often innocent of the 
charges against them, arresting po- 
litical enemies without charges, 
an d using a “super-propaganda” 
machine to “deform” public opin- 
ion. The head of the Spanish gov- 
ernment is Generalissimo Francisco 
Franc0 who is supposed to 
loyal servant of the Roman 
archy. 

-o--- 

bea 
h’ ier- 

The Ave Maria, a weekly maga- 
zine of the Ho,ly Cross Fathers, 
said that Roman Catholics could 
vote for repeal of anticontracep- 
tive laws. At issue were the Con- 
necticut and Massachusetts state 
laws which forbid the sale of con- 
traceptives, on penalty of fine or 
imprisonment. Ave Maria’s editors 
said that “Moral theologians are 
agreed that a law which cannot 
be enforced is a bad law. And, in 

our opinion, a law forbidding the 
use of contraceptives is practically 
unenforceable.” Therefore, con- 
cluded the editors, we “can justi- 
fiably favor repeal of the . . . an- 
ticontraceptive laws, or breathe 
happily if they are declared un- 
constitutional.” 

Church and State were again 
in the forefront in France. Presi- 
dent de Gaulle’s government laid 
a bill before Parliament increasing 
state aid to Roman Catholic 
schools from $12.3 million to $41 
million a year. Under pressure 
from President de Gaulle,’ himself 
an ardent Catholic, the bill was 
passed overwhelmingly: 427 to 71. 
This incident brings to our minds 
the statements which Senator John 
Kennedy made during his bid in 
the recent primaries held through- 
out the country, namely, that his 
Roman Catholic religion would 
not interfere with his presidential 
duties anymore than is the case 
with President de Gaulle of France. 

God bath not given us the spirit 
of fear; but of power, and of love, 
and of a sound mind. (2 Tim. 

1:7) 
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A Christian Burial For Christians Ody 

(Continued from last issue) 

The burial is for the dead, not for 
the living, and by the honors of 
the Christian burial not the living, 
but the deceased is to be publicly 
honored as a Christian. This I 
have already sufficiently shown 
you, and that this cannot be done 
in the case of such as h,ave not 
lived and died as Christians has 
been clearly proved. As to the 
bereaved family, however, and 
others that may be in need of 
sympathy and comfort, they are, 
of course, in a sad position, and 
the Christian church and her min- 
isters will certainly do for them 
all that they can conscientiously 
do, even if they are forced into 
the necessity of refusing to grant 
to the deceased member of their 
family the honors of a Christian 
burial. Besides this, the Word of 
God, which alone can give true 
comfort to grief-stricken hearts, 
is not preached at funerals only, 
and surely no mourners can ever 
find true comfort and consolation 
by uniting with others in a public 
falsehood and securing a Christian 
burial for those who were no 
Christians. 

But I hear someone else say, Is 
there really no way of getting 
around this matter? Just think of 
all the dissatisfaction and ill-feel- 
ings it causes when a minister re- 
fuses to attend a funeral! See how 

people get offended, leave the 
church, or become only more 
turned against it, while otherwise 
many might be gained as mem- 
bers! Could not this matter, then, 
be adjusted in such a manner as 
to satisfy everybody, while, at the 
same time, the minister would not 
act contrary to his duty and call- 
ing? Why could he not attend the 
funeral even of those who cannot 
be regarded as Christians? The 
easiest way out of the difficulty 
would be to ignore the dead alto- 
gether, not mention him, and 
speak only to the living in attend- 
ance. I answer, my friend: 1. As 
to the offense cre,ated by refusing 
a Christian burial, this is not of- 
f ense given, but taken, and only 
the offended are responsible for 
it. 2. As to trying to get around 
this matter in the manner pro- 
posed, this would only be an ad- 
ditional act of dishonesty and hy- 
pocrisy, and where duty has 
clearly shown the way there can- 
not conscientiously be any diverg- 
ing from it for the sake of pleas- 
ing others. And 3. as to not men- 
tioning the dead and speaking 
only to the living, this is simply 
impossible, because everything 
spoken and done at a Christian 
burial has direct reference to the 
dead. For his sake the funeral is 
held; he is honored thereby as a 
Christian; over his body the words 
are spoken: “We commit this body 
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to the grave in the certain hope 
of the resurrection unto life ever- 
lasting, through our Lord Jesus 
Christ; his body we commend in- 
to the hands of God the Father, 
who has created it, God the Son, 
who, together with its soul, has 
redeemed it, God the Holy Ghost, 
who by Baptism has sanctified it- 
and made it to be His temple.” 
Can such words be hon,estly spok- 
en at the grave of one who lived 
and died without God, without 
Christ and His Word!? Can there 
then, be any such thing as not 
.mentioning the dead and thus get- 
ting around this matter in order 
to please others ? Nay, even the 
attempt to do so would be a dis- 
honest proceeding. For the very 
presence of a Christian minister 
at a funeral, in his official capac- 
ity as a minister of the Christian 
church, ma.kes it a Christian bur- 
ial, a public act, by which the 
dead one is publicly honored as a 
Christian, and I have shown you 
that such honor can be honestly 
and conscientiously bestowed upon 
Christians only. 

But I hear one more objection. 
I hear some good-natured and 
kind-hearted person say: Should 
not the Christian church’and her 
members in all instances be charit- 
able and therefore give the bene- 
fit of the doubt even to the dead? 
If one or the other did not live 
as Christians who knows but they 
might nevertheless have died as 
Christians; and should those who 

in their last moments repented of 
their sins and took refuge to 
Christ, their Savior, be excluded 
from the honors .of a Christian 
burial? I answer my friend: . Jesus 
receives sinners that come unto 
Him and at any time when they 
come, even if they come only in 
their last hour. And as Jesus Him- 
self, so is His Church and so are 
His ministers also minded. Though 
a person had evidently been no 
Christian all his lifetime, though 
he had lived a life of vice and 
shame, yet, if even in his last 
hours he repent of his sins and 
confess faith in Christ, his Savior, 
no Cbwk&zn minister will turn 
away from him and refuse him a 
Christian burial. You certainly 
never heard of a case in which 
that was done. Nay, if there be a 
reasonable hope, as far as we can 
judge, that the sinner might yet 
have been a Christian, or by re- 
pentance and faith might still 
have become a Christian, he will 
always be dealt with according to 
charity, and he will be buried 
with all Christian honors in the 
certain hope that by the grace of 
God in Jesus Christ he was saved 
and has gone to heaven. But fur- 
ther than this even Christian 
charity is not permitted to go. If, 
as far as we were able to see and 
hear, a person has evidently passed 
from this life as an unbeliever; if 
he was taken away in his sins and 
wickedness ; if he willfully de- 
spised and neglected God’s Word; 
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if he did not even so much as 
call a Christian minister to his 
sick-and-deathbed to be shown 
the way unto salvation; in a word, 
if he died as he lived, without 
God, without Christ, without His 
Church, His Word, His sacra- 
ments, and showed not even a 
sign of repentance, then even 
Christian charity with its ever 
wide heart cannot help such a 

person. God in His Holy Word 
judges him an unbeliever, and we 
must also so judge him, and when 
called upon to show to such a 
person the honors of a Christian 
burial we cannot but refuse the 
demand and to abide by the well- 
founded and only Scripturally 
correct principle: A CHRISTIAN 
BURIAL FOR CHRISTIANS 
ONLY! (The End) 

Bible Study Outlines 

THE CHRISTIAN’S VACATION 

I Introductory: At this time of the year, we speak and hear other 
people speak about vacations. Children and young people especial- 
ly are on vacation from school. Almost all businesses give their 
workers an annual va.cation. But what is the meaning of the word 
“vacation” ? The basic meaning given in Webster is: “A being 
free from a duty, service, etc., from ‘vacare’, to be empty.” When 
we think of a va.cation, we should perhaps prefer the word “rec- 
reation”. This is defined as “A recreating; refreshment of strength 
and spirits after toil; diversion or a mode of diversion; play.” A 
vacation, as we think of it, may therefore be either pure rest from 
work or a change of activity, that is, doing different things than 
one usually does. Question: Which of these two do you consider 
the more profitable? Why? How do different people in different 
occupations and different circumstances generally need different 
types of vacations? 

II A well-regulated life is in proper balance between work and rest. 

A. God’s Word plainly teaches this: 
1. While we work, we are to work diligently: 2 Thess. 3, 1 O- 

13 ; Ephesians 4, 28; Proverbs 6, 6-l 1. 

2. But we also need to rest from our labors: Exodus 20, 8-l 1; 
Mark 6, 31 & 32. Questions: In view of Colossians 2, 16 & 
17, what is the difference between the two passages just 
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quoted? How are these passages,, from the viewpoint of 
health, related to the Fifth Commandment? 

B. Common human experience acknowledges this “proper bal- 
ance” to be a necessity. Note the human proverb: “All work 
and no play makes Jack a dull boy.” Or; “All play and no 
work make Jack an old shirk.” Questions: Which principle 
do both of these statements set forth? Do you know the ancient 
fable of “The Grasshopper and the Ant”? Wh.a.t is it? Which 
lesson do we learn from it ? With which passage of Scripture 
.in II, A, 1, above does it agree? Which would you consider 
the greater wrong? or are both wrong?: laziness and idleness, 
or to work too much and not rest sufficiently? Again, which 
principle do you see clearly set forth in God’s Word, Colos- 
sians 3, 23, as to both work and play? 

III Christians plan and carry out their vacation or recreation differ- 
ently than do those who are not children of God, 

A. They avoid sinful activities: Romans 12, 9; I Cor. 6, 18; 2 
Tim. 2, 22; Prov. 1, 10 etc. 

B. They plan and think on such things as would be profitable to 
body, mind, and soul: Philippians 4, 8. 
Questions: Which activities under “A” can you think of that 
should especially be avoided? Which can you think of under 
ccB” that should especially be sought after? In view of these 
two points, when a young man and a young woman who 
are Christians go on a ccdate” together, what should they feel 
free to talk over together beforehand as they plan their activi- 
ties of the evening. 7 Which Book or books should a Christian 
pack with his grips when prepa.ring to go on a. vacation? Why? 
If on vacation over a Sunday, should a Christian be satisfied 
or willing to take part in just any kind of religious service, in 
view of Romans 16, 17 and 18? If you cannot attend a church 
of God’s~ pure Word while on your vacation, what would you 
suggest as a brief plan for a God-pleasing private service, or 
devotion? (How about using the Order of Morning Service 
in your Hymnal, adding appropriate hymns. and the Epistle 
and Gospel lessons for the day ? Do you know how to do this? 
If uncertain, consult your pastor before going away. He will 
surely be glad to help you in planning this.) - H.D.M. 
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