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of 1580, and the

To demonstrate, by our Scriptural stand,
that our Concordia Lutheran Conference is not
a sect or a false church body but that the
which form our Conference
congregations
comprise the true risible church on earth, not
denying, however, that there may be others
unknown to us who truly share our Scriptural
position in doctrine and practice and who also
rightIy beIong to the true risible church of
Christ.
To urge all who truly share our Scri.ptural
position in doctrine and practice to acknowledge our position openly and publicly in order
that we may recognize the blessed existence
of such God-given unity and that we may
then proceed to practice a God-pleasing church
fellowship
with them by supporting
each
other’s work with our prayers and personal
service as mutually acknowIedged brethren in
the faith.
To show that we do not have among us a
mixture of divergent teachings but that we
are, by God’s grace, “perfectly joined together
in the same mind and in the same judgment.”
To set forth pertinent historical informa
non which has a bearing upon the Church
xnd to expose modern philosophical thought
und the so-called scientific theories which
contradict the Word of God.
To expose particularly
the false teaching
and practice of the various so-called “Lutheran” church bodies by comparing their teaching and practice with what is plainly recorded
in the Word of God, m the Lutheran Confessions, and in the old orthodox Lutheran
writings.
To expose false teaching
and
wherever it makes its appearance and
abreast of the current happenings
church world and among the nations
of the times.

practice
to keep
in the
as rignr

To be truthful and factual in our reporting
and freely to correct any misinformation
of
which we are not aware and which has been
called to our attention. Also to clarify any
information
or statement of doctrine or prac
tice which may be unclear to our readers or
which mav create a wrong impression.

#ihut~ Bkti3tin tlpt mn?rty nf MfCrist
(A Meditation

for Reformation

On the last day of this month we
observe the 44Znd anniversary of an
event in Germany which reechoed in
all parts of the world and whose
blessed effects we still enjoy. We refer, of course, to October 31, 1517,
when Martin Luther, a former monk
whose eyes had been opened by God
to see the doctrinal errors of the
Church of his day, nailed the 95
theses to the door of the Castle
Church in Wittenberg. These statements served to cleanse the Church
and restore the truths of the Bible
to their proper place. Thus Luther
broke the bondage of Catholicism and
stood free in the Lord. 0 how we
ought to rejoice with humble and
grateful hearts that our Savior won
for us that precious gift of religious
liberty and that it was restored to
the world through Luther’s Reformation; Of this liberty Paul speaks
so clearly in his letter to the Galatians.
The apostle had brought the Gospel
to the Galatian Christians in its purest
form, and they received it as a message from God. Later on, however,
false teachers entered that congregation and taught that one is saved
by the deeds of the Law and insisted
on the observance of Old Testament
ceremonies. And when more and more
of the believers began to heed the
words of these false prophets, Paul
wrote to them: “1 am afraid lest
I have bestowed upon you labor in
vain!” (Gal. 4, 11.) Paul saw the
great danger to their spiritual life
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and gave them the earnest exhortation: “Stand fast.” (Gal. 5,l)
By nature all men are slaves to
sin , death, and the devil. In this bondage there is no peace or hope, and
strange to say, many are willing to
serve the evil forces that seek their
destruction and to believe lies instead
of truth. Olf such Paul once said,
“A veil is upon their hearts.” (2
Cor. 3,15)
Martin Luther once had such a
veil on his heart. By humble obedience to the ordinances of the Church,
by fasting, self-torture, and monkish
rules he tried to quiet his conscience
which troubled him because of his
sins. But the more he tried, the greater his fear and hopelessness. Then
by God’s grace he was led to the
understanding of such passages as:
“The just shall live by faith.”
(Rom.
1,17) He was pointed to the cross
where Jesus fought the battle of freedom for the souls of men and emerged
the Victor. On Calvary He won for
all men liberty from sin, death, and
hell. When Luther learned of this
liberty, joy filled his heart, and by
means of sermons, writings, and translation of the Bible he sought to
spread the news of this freedom in
Christ so that others might also
throw off the shackles of Catholicism
and its man-made teachings.
This liberty is still in grave danger
today. Its chief enemy is the Ro,man
Catholic Church, which stands for
tyranny of conscience and attacks the

-147-

pure and free Gospel as well as the
character of Luther. In that church
men’s hearts are directed to their own
righteousness, and all who teach salvation by grace, through faith, for
Christ’s sake, are officially cursed by
Rome.
The truth of the Gospel stands in
danger today also from the growing
forces of liberalism and unionism
which seek to dilute the pure waters
of life in the Word. They try to remove one stone of our Christian
foundation after another and, as Paul
says, substitute hay and straw and
stubble for the solid rock of the Word.
Then, too, Communism seeks to
wipe out with one bold stroke all
religio,n and faith and substitute the
dust of atheism for the green pastures
of the Gospel. We, the heirs of the
Reformation, face these serious conditions and must realize their threat.

the hearts and lives of men.
Let us thank God that we are
still the children of the Reformation
and possess true freedom in Christ.
May we continue to pray for and
support our Church at home and abroad so that generation after generation may be b rought up in the
nurture and admonition of the Lord.
Unless we stand fast as Christians
and as Lutherans, the Gospel will no
longer be heard in its truth and
purity, and spiritual bondage will
follow. God grant that with the
Word as our sole weapon> we might
fight to keep and preserve our religious liberty, for then we shall be
truly free, in this life and in that
to come.
Oh,

may

this living

water

This dew of heavenly grac,e,
Sustain
Until

What shall we do in these latter
days? Paul tells us to stand fa.st and
not to be entangled by the bondage
of error in doctrine and practice. We
who by the grace of God enjoy
spiritual freedom must spread the
Gospel far and wide and persevere
in upholding the truth. Ours must
be the courage of convictions which
marked Luther’s life so that before
an assembly of state and church
leaders he declared; “I cannot and
will not recant. Here I stand, I cannot do otherwise, God help me.”
Such a valiant stand for the Truth
is necessary today lest true liberty b,e
undermined and the enemies of God
and the Church assume control over
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us w&/e here living
we see Thy

face.

-0.w.s.

On God’s, Word:

“No greater mischief can happen to a Christian people
than to have God’s Word taken from them, or falsified,
so that they no longer have it pure and clear. God
grant we and our descendants be not witnesses of such
a calamity.”
On Prayer:

“None can believe how powerful prayer is, and what it
is able to effect, but those who have learned it by
experience. It is a great matter when in extreme need,
to take hold on prayer. I know, whenever I have
earnestly prayed, I have been amply heard and have
obtained more than I prayed for; God, indeed, sometimes delayed, but at last He came.”
On Angels:

“Be of good courage, take thou no care, neither be
faint - hearted, nor make any doubt of the angels’
watching and protection; for most certainly they are
about thee and carry thee upon their hands. How or
in what manner it is done, take thou no heed. God
says it, therefore it is most sure and certain.”
On the Devit:

“He who will have for his master and king Jesus Christ,
the son of the Virgin, who took upon Himself our
flesh and our blood, will have the devil for his enemy.”
On Tribulations:

“The Lord our God is a God of humble and perplexed
hearts who are in need, tribulation, and danger. If
we were strong, we should be proud and haughty. God
shows His power in our weakness; He will not quench
the glimmering flax, neither will He break in pieces
the bruised reed.”
On the Resurrection:

“As in a furnace the fire extracts and separates from a
substance the other portions and carries upward the
spirit, the life, the sap, the strength, while the unclean
matter, the dregs, remain at the bottom, like a dead and
worthless carcass; even so God, at the day of judgment,
will separate all tilings through fire, the righteo,us
from the ungodly. The Christians and the righteous
-149-

shall ascend upward into heaven and there live everlastingly, but the wicked and the ungodly, as the dross
and filth, shall remain in hell and there be damned.”
Selected from Luther’s Table Talk
by O.W.S.

0

Lord, look down from beav’n,
behold
An.d let Thy pity waken;
How few are we within Thy fold,
Thy saints by men forsaken.
True faith seems quenched on ev’ry
band,
Men suffer not Thy Word to stand;
Dark times have us o’er-taken.,

With

fratld

which

they

tbemselves

invent
Thy Truth
they have confo.unded.;
Their hearts are not with one consent
On Thy pure doctrine grounded.
While they parude with outward show.,
They lead the people to and fro,
In. error’s maze astounded.

* K,
IqIs
May God root out all heresy
(I.nd of false teachers rid us
Who proudly says ‘?Now, where is b,e
That shall our speech forbid us?
By right or might we shall prevuil;
What we determine cannot fail;
We own no lord and master.“’

Therefore saitb God, “1 must arise,
The poor My help are needing;
To Me ascend My people’s cries,
And I have beard their p&ding.
For them My saving Word shall fight
And fearlessly and sharply smite,
The poor with might defending.”

As silver tried by fire is pure
From ull adulteration,
So tbro’ God’s Word shall men endure
Each trial and temptation.
Its light beams brighter tbro’ the cross,
And, purified from human dross,
It shines through every nation.

Defend Thy Truth,

0 God, and stay

Tbzs evil generation;
And from the error of its way
K-rep Tbine own congregation.
The wicked everywhere abound
And would Thy little flock confound;
But Thou art our Salvation.

Luther,

1523

Some time ago there appeared in
a Church of Christ publication a
strong appeal for the abandonment
of all denominational names for the
followers of Christ. “Human religious
names honor men, doctrines, systems,
or creeds,” the article stated. To give
additional support to their argument
the words of Martin Luther were
quoted, “I pray you to lay aside my
name, and no longer call yourselves
Lutherans, but Christians. Who is
Luther, or what? My doctrine come
not from myself. I have not been
crucified for the world . . . . How then
would it become me, poor scum of the
earth, to give my name to the children
of Christ? Cease, dear friends, to
assume these party names: Let us
lay them all aside, and call ourselves
Christians, after Him from whom
our doctrine proceeds.”
Luther was a very humble Christian.
He was not the one who told his
followers to call themselves after his
name; in fact, as we see from the
above quotation, he at fir?-t objected
to the name “Lutheran”. It seems as
though, Dr. John Eck, the avowed
enemy of Luther and the defender of
the Roman papacy, was the first one
to ca!! the adherents of the Reformer,
Yutherans”.
Thereafter, it was the
comm0.n designation used by the enemies of Luther to belittle and insult
him, his teachings, and his followers.
Even Luther came to recognize the
name “Lutheran”,
occasionally using
the term himself. “Although
I do
not like to have men call the doctrine

and the people Lutheran end must
suffer it if they disgrace God’s Word
with my name in this way, nevertheless, they shall let Luther, the Lutheran
doctrine, and Lutheran people remain
and come to honor.” (St. Louis Ed.,
Vol. V, 1283) He even conceded
that there were times when one dare
not deny that he is a “Lutheran”.
He wrote in 1552, “If you believe
that Luther’s doctrine is evangelical
and the pope’s unevangelical, you must
not flatly disown Luther; otherwise
you also disown his doctrine, which
you admittedly recognize as the doctrine o,f Christ. Rather you must say:
\Vhether Luther personally is a scoundrel or a saint means nothing to me.
His doctrine, however, is not his but
Christ’s own. For you see that the
object of the tyrants is not only to
slay Luther but also to extirpate the
doctrine. They lay hands on you
because of the doctrine, and for this
reason they ask you whether you are
Lutheran. Truly, here you should not
speak in a weak whisper but should
freely confess Christ, whether Luther,
Nicholas, or George preached Him.
(St. Louis Ed., Vol. xx, 91)
May we be able to say with a
famous man who, when ridiculed
because of his Lutheran faith, declared, “If I b e asked whether with
heart and lips I confess that faith
which God has restored to us by
Luther as His instrument, I have no
scruple, nor have I a disposition to
shrink from the name Lutheran. Thus
understood, I am, and shall to my
dying hour remain, a Lutheran.”
M.L.N.

*‘Redeeming

the time.”

Eph. 5: 16.

It is a part of the inborn corruption
of all men, sorry to say, that they
do not take serious thought concerning the shortness and uncertainty
of their time of grace, and for. that
reason they always postpone the concern for their salvation from one day
to the next. The number of those
is small who never ever wanted to be
converted, but most people, who do
want to be converted, think: tomorrow, or next year, or after this or
that is out of the way. The primary
reason why so many act that way is
doubtlessly the notion that right now
it is hardly possible, they must wait
for a more favorable time.
Thus most children, boys and girls,
deceive themselves. They think that it
is too difficult
during the happy
time of youth to tear themselves away
from the sinful world. They think
when they reach the more mature
age of man- and womanhood, then
the time will be more opportune.
But after they have reached that age,
they find that the obstacles have not
decreased but rather increased. Thus
many deceive themselves in times of
trouble, poverty, and want. They think
they really have no time presently to
seek after heavenly things. First they
would have to get themselves out of
this their trouble. If they would get,
back to the hoped-for peace; if they
first would get organized once again
and obtain the means to buy the

‘necessities of life, then they would
want to start to think about the salvation of their souls. But what happens! No sooner has the time of need
passed by, then they find again that
the bestowed good days present a new
and greater hindrance to their conversion. One day, one week, one
month, one year after the other goes by
and they still are waiting for the opportune time when they will turn over
a new leaf, but it always seems to
them that it hasn’t quite come yet.
For that reason most people wait until
their last sickness. They think when
that time comes, then the concern for
earthly things, the love of sin, will
automatically leave their heart and
there will remain no further obstacles
for Christ to enter their hearts and
take them yonder into His heavenly
kingdom.
Thus it goes on continually: youth
thinks old age is the best time to be
a .disciple of Jesus; the poor, the time
when plenty arrives; the troubled, the
time when happiness returns; the
healthy person, the time when sickness gets him down; the sick person,
the time when health is restored;
yes, almost any other time, only not
the present is considered the right
time for becoming a disciple of Jesus.
But i&t

this a terrible deception
of Satan and of our own corrupt
hearts? Could there possibly be a
more unfavorable time for conversion
people consider that to be the best
time. Oh, whoever finds himself in

that frame of mind; whoever realizes
that all is not right with him in this
matter, that he does need a change
of heart and mind before he can
stand before the judgment seat of
God, but who nevertheless continues
to think that the opportune time has
not yet come: let him but recognize
the wicked deception of his heart.
The opportune time for which he is
waiting will not come; it will never
come. Th ere is no, no convenient
season for conversion, so far as our
own flesh and blood is concerned. If
at the present time it seems difficult
for him to free himself from all
shackles, let him not think that a
time will come when it will be easier.
On the contrary, the longer he waits,
the more deeply sin strikes root in him,
the more securely the earthly wraps itself about his heart, and the more
his heart hardens itself. Alas, waiting for a more opportune time is a
snare which has dragged millions into
eternal destruction.
Therefore, if we prize the salvation
of our souls, then let us heed the
Word of the Apostle: Redeem thie
time! By these words the Apostle
means to say to you: When you
hear the voice of God in your heart,
when God’s Word makes its power
felt in you, when it has made you
to understand that all is not well with
you, when it awakens your conscience
that you feel your sins and with a
disturbed heart realize that you still
do not have a gracious God, and when
now through the operation of the
Holy Ghost there arises in you a
secret and yearning for grace, for

mercy, for help concerning your souls,
for release from your sins and for
eternal salvation: Oh, then make the
most of the time still remaining in
your lives : redeem this remaining
time. For the call of God is at that
moment addressing itself to you: To
day, today while you are hearing
God’s Word, harden not your hearts!
When this happens to you, do not
wait any longer for a more convenient season, for then the right time
has arrived, seize hold of it at once.
Without hesitation cast yourselves in
your distress before God, confess your
sins to Him and grasp a hold of the
grace which is being offered you in
Christ, then you have redeemed the
time. But then see to it that you
faithfully care for this spark of faith
now ignited in your hearts. Continue
to make diligent use of the Word and
of prayer, for then your present weak
faith will soon grow stronger and
stronger, and nothing will be able
to tear you out of the hands of your
Helper.
Help,

Oh Lord Jesus, help Thou

That I mdy now soon c0m.e to
Repenting

me,
Tt5tTe.j

then of my offense

Before swift death dotb take me hence,
Tbnt

I today and all the time

May

ready be for

heaven Tbine.
Amen.

Melody:
Our Father, Thou
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in heaven above

C. F. W. Walther

(Crull)

Taegliche Hausandach t
Translated

by ELM.

THE
REQUIREIIIEIITS
OFTHE
1FlUJ
God’s name in vain if he prays without thinking or if he sings the words
of a hymn without his heart in those
words or if he reads from the Scriptures and pays no attention to the
words which he reads . . . . A person
may not lie, steal, kill, cheat, commit
adultery or any outward act of forsuch a person sins
nication -yet
against the 5th, 6th, and 7th commandments if he does not have true
love for his neighbor in his heart
(even for those who dislike him and
treat him spitefully),
or if any unchaste desire or thought of bitterness,
envy, or hatred enters his mind . . .
A person may faithfully
attend the
divine services in the house of God
but this outward act is not a keeping
of the 3rd commandment if his heart
is not in it . . . . A person may honor
commandment
aims first and forethose in authority, lead a morally
most at the heart and if the heart
decent life, help his fellow-men in
is not filled with true I:>ve fo-r God
and the neighbor the outward per- their bodily wants and needs, help
formance of the commandment is his neighbor to improve and protect
his property and business, defend his
vain and empty.
neighbor, speak well of him and put
For example: A person may outthe best construction on everything
wardly declare his faith in theTriune
-yet such a person sins against all
God and he may publicly reject all
the commandments of the Second
false gods and idols -yet he is still
Table of the Law if he do:s these
a flagrant transgressor of the First
things in any respect for his own
Commandment which states: “Thou
advantage and not because, in his
shalt have no other god before Me”,
heart, he loves his neighbor as himif he in any way neglects to place
of
God first in his heart: First in his self. Yes, LOVE is the fulfilling
thoughts and desires, first in his the Law, primarily LOVE TO GOD,
affections and love . . . . A person for if a person truly loves God with
all his heart, with all his soul, and
may outwardly keep himself from
with all his mind, he will also love
cursing, swearing, and using any form
of profanity -yet such a person uses his neighbor as himself.

“Love is the fulfilling of the Law”,
Rom. 13: 10. This is indeed an important teaching of Scripture for all
mankind because all people, by nature,
since the fall of Adam, are ignorant
of the true requirements of the Law.
Most people think that they keep
the Law if they perform outwardly
what is written in the commandment;
that the Law pertains only to outward
works which can be seen and observed by others; that the commandment is kept if the outward work
is done according to the letter of the
Law. The Lord Jesus, however, teaches
us (Matt. 22:37-39) that a person
may keep every commandment strictly
according to the letter and yet that
person is still a flagrant and vile
transgressor of the L.aw because evcPry

-154-

Most people think that all they
have to do with regard to the Law
is to keep it as best they can, to the
best of their ability, and that if they
really try and put forth every effort
to keep God’s commandments the
Lord will surely be merciful to them
and forgive them wherever they have
failed. But in this way God will never
forgive them the slightest sin. For
if a person thinks that he can earn
God’s grace or get to heaven by the
Law, he must keep it perfectly: Loving
the Lord with ~22 his heart, with all
his soul, with alt his mind and his
neighbor us himself. And this no man
can do for “there is not a just man
upon earth that doeth good and sinneth not.”
The true requirements of the Law
are therefore vitally important for
all mankind for by means of such
proper instruction with regard to the
Law of God, the hearts of men are
led to experience the terrors of conscience and to despair of any possibility
of saving themselves or helping toward
their salvation by the deeds of the
Law. In this manner the hearts of
men are prepared to realize their
enormous need for a Savior and to
receive with joy the precious tiessage
of salva.tion by God’s grace alone,
for Christ’s sake, through faith.

“Neither

is there salvation in any

other; for there is none other name
under heaven given among men whereby we must be saved.” Acts 4: 12.

“Ye

know

deemed with

that

ye were not re-

corruptible

as

silver and gold, from your vain conversation received by tradition from
your fathers, but with the precious
blood of Christ, as of a lamb without
blemish and without

spot.”

I Peter

loved

us and

1: 18,19.

‘Unto

Him

that

washed us from our sins in His own
blood and hath made us kings and
priests unto God and His Father; to
Him

be glory and dominion

forever

and ever. Amen.” Rev. 1:5,6.

“In

matters

concerning

must be invincible,

-B

things,

very

stubborn;

faith

unbending,

indeed,

if

we
and

possible,

harder than adament. But in matters
“In whom (Christ) we have redemption through

His blood, the forgive-

ness of sins, according to the riches of
His grace.” Eph. 1: 7.

concerning love we should be softer
and more pliant

than any reed and

leaf and should gladly accommodate
-Luther
ourselves to everything.”
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Israel: “These
OllE
THINISllEEDFUl! mand
thee this
“Mary . . . sat at Jesus’ feet, and
heard His Word.” Jesus said: “One
thing is needful: and Mary hath
chosen that good part, which shall
not be taken away from her.” The
Word of God should so fill our
hearts that our entire lives become
lives of meditation upon God’s Word.
Feeding the soul with God’s Word
should be just as natural for the
Christian as feeding the body. A
Christian should ask himself: How
many times a day do I take my Bible
and read privately from it for the
health of my soul, for the strengthening of my faith, for the necessary
power and courage to live a godly
life in a godless world? He who
loves God, loves his Bible and loves
to meditate upon the Word of God
even amid the hustle and bustle of our
modern everyday living.
God’s Word must be laid up in
uur hearts so that our thoughts may
daily
be built
around
it;
so
that God’s Word may readily be
used in our daily conversation that
we may cheerfully testify of the hope
which is within us, namely, eternal
salvation by God’s grace alone through
faith in Jesus and that all our actions
may find their motivating influence
in the Word of God. Happy indeed
is that person who thus meditates
upon God’s Word and constantly
uses it in his daily life, for in this
manner he will, by God’s grace, keep
the true religion in his heart and in
his home.
Moses declared to the children of

words, which I comday, shall be in thine
heart: and thou shalt teach them
diligently unto thy children, and shalt
talk of them when thou sittest in
thine house, and when thou walkest
by the way, and when thou liest down,
and when thou risest up.” The religious instruction of children was
essential in the day of Moses and it
is just needful now. The religious
instruction of our children is the divinely appointed means by which the
Lord wants His Word to be preserved among us.
This duty of teaching children the
Word of God falls first and foremost upon the parents. God looks
to the parents and holds them responsible for the souls of their children. Many parents are indeed very
careful to look out for the physical
welfare of their children here in this
world. They are careful to assist them
in their secular subjects: in reading,
arithmetic, history, science, and the
like, so that they will be fit for some
lucrative profession or trade in this
life. But many parents forget to be
diligent in helping their children to
know and to learn the Word of God.
Those whom God has blessed with
the gift of children should never forget that some day, sooner or later,
their children must die. Therefore,
above everything else, they should be
diligent and faithful
in preparing
them for the life after death by
bringing them e&y to Jesus in Holy
Baptism and by teaching them the
Word of God which is able to make
them wise unto salvation through faith
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in Christ Jesus.
The religious education of our children should be done in a systematic
and painstaking manner with much
love and patience but also with firmness and consistency. Christian parents should never be too busy to set
aside regular times for religious instruction in the home.
The words of Moses to the children of Israel also indicate a broader view of religious education, namely,
the molding of the Word of God
into the daily life of the child. “When
thou sittest in thine house, and when
thou walkest by the way, and when
thou liest down, and when thou risest
up. ” Various occasions throughout the
furnish opportunities
for the
day
parents to speak to their children and
to bring to their attention the plain
truths of God’s Word and the things
which concern our soul’s salvation.
In this respect also parents are to
be proper examples for their children.
They should not make jokes about the
Word of God nor should they permit such jokes to be told in their
home. They should not use the name
of God in vain nor should they permit cursing and swearing to be done
in their home. Their example should
Se one of good behavior and of the
highest respect and reverence for the
Lord and His Word. If the parents
neglect fam’ly devotions for little or
no reason, can the children be expected to appreciate, above everything
else, the one thing needful? Tf the
parent stays home from church because company has dropped in on the
family or is ab,sent because he is

asked to put in some overtime at
his place of work, can the children
be expected to place God and His
Word first above every other consideration? Isn’t the company, the
job, or the money derived from the
extra time or work made to appear
more important to the child than
going to Church and receiving a
spiritual blessing from the Word of
God? Christian parents should con
sider themselves in duty bound, AT
ALL TIMES,
to place first things
first in their life and conduct so
that their children receive the proper
religious home training and the Word
of God becomes the most essential
and important part of their life -being molded into their life and conduct. This ONE THING
is needful.
-B
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In the September 18, 1959 issue
of the Minneapolis Morning Tribune
the following news item appeared:
“The reading of the Bible and the
compulsory recitation of the Lord’s
Prayer in Pennsylvania public schools
was declared illegal by a special fe*
deral court in Philadelphia, Pa. The
three judges held that a state law
providing for the Bible readings violated the first and fourteenth amendments of the Constitution.”
It is indeed encouraging and gratifying to read of such action, for it
demonstrates rather pointedly that
there are individuals in our country
who still hold to the separation of
Church and State. Of course, the
above-mentioned decision was based
primarily on the Constitution of the
United States, according to which the
action spoken of was declared illegal.
We agree with this, but as children
of God add that at the same time
religion in the public school is u;zscriptural,
(Matt. 22, 21) . This fact
settles the matter for us, regardless
of whether secular officials or influential lay leaders hold the contrary.
More and more in these times,
when the supposed total Christianity
of our nation seeks to be emphasized,
the matter of religion in the public
school system is becoming a pressing
problem. Sincere followers of the Lord
and His Word will find it a difficult,
but necessary task to stand up for
their convictions and defend the prin-

ciples herein involved. God grant us
all His grace and strength so that
we might faithfully perform our duty
in this respect and uphold the truths
which make us free!
-0.w.s.

ARE
YdlU
RELIGIOUS
LIBERAL?

A

An ad with the above heading appeared in a local paper for the purpose of attracting the attention of the
reader to various Unitarian
services
in the area. The ad continued:
“Do you believe the Bible to be an
inspiring human document rather that
the literal “word of God?’
“DO you believe that when reason
and creed conflict, creed should give
way to reason?
“D o you believe the function of
religion is to help people to live a
noble and happy life here on earth,
rather than to prepare for an afterlife?
“Do you believe the layman should
be free to question and discuss the
opinions of the clergy?
“If so, you sound like one of us!”
This ad, of course, is so cbviously
contrary to the teachings of Scripture
that even a Christian who has a
meager knowledge of the Bible should
be able with ease to refute such open
hostility to the Word of God.
A much greater danger confronts
the Christian when a religious organization professes full and complete

-15%

adherence to the Bible and yet, at
the same time, teaches, upholds, and
tolerates that which is contrary to
the Word of God. Against such
a Christian must constantly be on
guard because their outward profession of complete adherence to the
Word of God and all that they may
teach which is in harmony with the
Scriptures is simply their “sheep’s
clothing” under which is hidden the
poisonous fangs and death-dealing
power of their false and pernicious
doctrines. (cf. Matt. 7:15; 1 John
4:l; Rom. 16:17, 18.)
-B
“A false preacher does more harm
with one sermon than a true preacher
does good with ten sermons.”
-Luther
“If
(a pastor) delivers a false
message, he misleads and harms everyone who listens to him and creates
idolatry among the people. Then they
honor lies instead of the truth, men
instead of God; then they worship
the devil in the place of God. -This
i.s why there is no more terrible calamity, and misfortune on earth than
a preacher who does not preach.God’s
Word. Unfortunately,
the world is
now full of such preachers. Yet they
imagine that they are doing well and
are pious. However, they are doing
nothing but murdering souls, blaspheming God, and establishing idolatry.
It would be far better for th&n to
be robbers, murderers, and the worst
rogues; then they would at least know
that they are doing wrong.”
What Luther Sdys, p. 1124
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Crumbling!

Rev. C. Stanley Lowell, a Methodist
minister, has been making a very extensive investigation of our public
schools with the purpose :of finding
out how many of them arc being controlled by specific religious denominations. He states that there are 281
public schools at the present time
which actually are being run by the
Roman Catholic Church.
He points out that these 281 schools
“are being staffed by nuns or brothers
or priests of the Catholic Church
wearing the distinctive garb and insignia of their denomination. Schoolroom walls are lined with symbols
unique to the Roman Catholic Church
madonnas, crucifixes, and
-statues,
the like. Mass is held in justaposition
w:th the school program, often in the
period immediately preceding school
hours. The catechism of the Roman
Catholic Church is taught in the class
periods . . . The Catholic confessional
is urged upon the pupils by the
teachers. A peculiar non-historical. history, featuring the United States as
a Catholic nation in its origin and
genius, is often taught. The Roman
Catholic dogma that the Roman! Catholic is the ‘only true church’ is taught,
along with other beliefs peculiar to
this denomination. Children are instructed in the prayers, mannerisms,
and beliefs characteristic of the Roman
Church .”
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sonic Lodge is helping to break down
the wall of separation between the
Church and State. The Renton Chronicle (Seattle, Washington)
reports,
“School Supt. 01 iver M. Hazen opened dedication ceremonies Saturday at
the newly built A. W. Dimmitt Junior
High School in Skyway. About 40
Masons also participated, led by Robert H. Guthries, grand master of
Washington State Masons.”

nations had better be careful in pointing the finger at the Romanists, lest
the Romanists turn around and justifiably
accuse them of doing the
same thing. There are literally scores
of examples where a public school
teacher opens the day by reading
from the Bible and then offering a
prayer. There are the annual Baccalaureate and Commencement exercises which are often held in a Protestant Church, or, if held in the school
building, various Protestant ministers
are called upon to officiate. There
are even some public schools which
hold “church services” on Thanks,giving, Christmas, and Easter.
Now

11
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As Lutheran Christians we deplore
these flagrant transgressions of God’s
Holy Word; and, as American citizens, we must object to such continued disregard of the Constitution
of our beloved country!
M.L.N.
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