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To sho::r, on the basis of Scripture, what
:rue Christians are to believe and how, out
of love for their Savior Jesus Christ, they are
to lead godly lives.

To demonstrate, by our Scriptural stand,
that our Concordia Lutheran Conference is not
a sect or a false church body but that the
congregations which form. our Conference
comprise the true visible church on earth, not
denying, however, that there mq be others
unknown to us who truly share our Scriptural
position in doctrine and practice and tiho also
rightly belong to the true visible church of
Christ.
To urge all who truly share our Scriptural
position in doctrine and practice to acknowledge our position openly and publicly in order
that we may recognize the blessed ex’stcnce
of such God-given unity and that we may
then proceed to practice a God-pleasing church
fellowship with them by supporting each
other’s work with our prayers and personal
service as mutually acknowledged brethren in
the faith.
To show that we do not have among us a
mixture of divergent teachings but that we
are, by God’s grace, “perfectly joined together
in the same mind and in the same judgment.”
To set forth pertinent historical intorma
tion which has a bearing upon the Church
lnd to expose modern philosophical thought
und the so-called scientific theories which
contradict the Word of God.
To expose particularly the false teaching
and practice of the various so-called “Lutheran” church bodies by comparing their teaching and practice with what is plainly recorded
in the Word of God, m the Lutheran Confessions, and in the old orthodox Lutheran
writings.
To expose false teaching and
wherever it makes its appearance and
abreast of the current happenings;
church world and among the nations
of the times.

practice
to keep
in the
3s signs

To be truthful and factual in our reporting
and freely to correct any misinformation of
which we are not aware and which has been
called to our attention. Also to clarify any
information or statement of doctrine or practice which may be unclear to our readers or
which mav create a wrong impression.
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JUNE 18 through
(Thursday
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through

Sunday)

AT

U[IHY
R CMFEREnCE
COllVEnTlOll?
By the time our subscribers read

ings.

this, pastors, lay delegates, and visitors from

near and far will

have

First of all, we meet in Conference
sessions to receive anew joint

inspir-

traveled by train, bus, or car to the

ation and guidance from the Word

west coast for the ninth annual con-

of

vention

namely, proclaiming the pure and true

Lutheran

of

our

beloved

Conference,

Paul’s Lutheran

Church

Concordia

held

at

St.

in Empire,

Oregon, June 18-21, 1959.
This

question

for

may

seem

our

most vital

task,

Gospel in times that are fraught with
doctrinal

distress and religious

f usion. We

Why do we hold an annual Convention?

God

our Lord:
Word,

need the reminder
“If

ye continue

conof

in My

then are ye My disciples in-

wholly out of place and unnecessary,

deed.” John 8, 3 1. We need to be

and yet it is well for us to remind

filled

ourselves of the importance and bles-

the preaching of the Truth

and for

sing of such official

the spreading of His Word

wherever

Conference meet-
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wrth

renewed enthus,iasm for

grants us
an “open door.” Hence we come together, no matter what distance is

with

another’s

joys,

involved, because we desire to have

praising

almighty

the blessing of the Holy

of

the Lord

of the Church

Spirit

rest

one another,

as we bear one

another’s burdens and also share one

unity

ever thanking

and

God for the gift

and peace which

He

by

upon our Conference and individual

grace has bestowed upon us. It

congregations.

an enlightening

and comforting

is

feel-

our

ing to be with those whose aims and

respective churches assemble for con-

purposes are truly Christ-centered and

Secondly, the delegates from
vention

who together desire to walk in the

meetings to discuss mutual

problems in building

ways and means to

God, to find
meet our

“old paths.” Jer. 6, 16.

the kingdom of

common

difficulties,

and

All in all, a Conference convention
is a wholesome, significant and blessed

to encourage one another in reaching

experience. It

the goals that we have set for our-

that

selves. As each session is preceded

they will have received new zeal and

by a devotional

courage for the work of the Church

period, so the dis-

is our fervent

prayer

as the delegates return

home,

oussions are permeated by the thought:

and the kingdom of God here on earth

what would God have us do and what

will

would be for the best interests of His

have progres,sed farther on the
way to eternal life. May the Lord

kingdom?

bless our Conference and each con-

In this way the delegates

rely entirely

on the Truth

gregation in it as we continue to lift

of God

to lead them in express,ing themselves

high the banner of truth and march

and in reaching

onward to our heavenly goal.

decisions and con-

clusions that are to the honor of our
Savior and for the benefit
Church.

-ckws.

of His

Thus we heed Romans 15,

6 and do all to “glorify
Thirdly,

God.”

Conference

conventions

serve to establish more
wonderful

firmly

bonds of Christian

Since June, according to nationwide statistics, is the traditional month
for weddings, it is well for u’; as
Christians to remind ourselves of the
sanctity of marriage and of the Godgiven responsibilities of husband and
wife. Martin Luther had much t7
say on this important subject. Let

the

fellow-

ship which exist among those who are
united

in

Scriptural

doctrine

practice. In a world that is full
misery, discouragements,

and
of

and disap-

pointments it is good for us to meet
-

84
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us review some of the significant
statements which he made both in
sermons and in writings on the seriousness of the estate of matrimony.
When Luther by God’s grace came
to the right understanding of the
Scriptural teaching of marriage, he
expressed his conviction in a sermon
as follows: “Oh truly a noble, great,
holy ectate is the estate of matrimony,
provided it is rightly observed. Oh,
what a truly miserable, frightful,
dangerous estate the estate of matrimony can be when it is not observed
in all faithfulness.”
In various treat’ses on marriage
J>uther encouraged monks and nuns
to marry and stressed that while it
wac a question of individual choice,
neither the married state or the single
life should be cited as being m3re
holy or meritorious. The proclamation
of his Bible-based principles led many
to marry. Concerning himself, however, he once wrote to his bosom
friend Spalatin, “My mind is averse
to marriage because I daily expect
the death decreed to the heretic.”
But after much pleading by his friends
and his own father Luther decided to
ccnf’rm by his own example what
he had taugh.t, namely, that according to Scripture matrimony is pleasing to God.
God gave Luther a good Christian
wife in Catherine Von Bora. At the
age of 15 she had been consecrated
as a nun in a cloister at Nimbschen
in Germany, but had come to the
knowledge of the truth through Luther’s writings which had penetrated
the convents. By the grace of God

she and eleven others left the cloister
and came to Wittenberg. At first
Luther was not attracted to her, but
soon he began to appreciate more and
more her fine Christian character and
decided to marry her.
It was on June 13, 1525, with
various friends present, that Luther
at the age of 41 years entered the
estate of holy matrimony .with Catherine von Bora, age 26. While his
papal enemies considered his m.arriage
&graceful,
Luther declared, “There
is no sweeter and dearer treasure
upon earth than holy matrimony.
Th’s Lfe has nothing more lovely
and delightful
than a woman who
loves her husband. I would not surrender my Catherine for France and
Venice. She is true to me, I love her
m9re than myself.”
In their loving relationship to each
other and in their faithfulness in their
God-given duties in the home Luther
and his wife are a fine example after
which all Christian couples do well
to pattern themselves. In an age when
the sanctity of marriage is being abused by many, Christians can be of
no greater influence than to demonstrate most clearly how husband and
wife should love and respect each
other and how a Christ-centered home
is to be conducted.
May the Lord, who instituted
marriage and established family life,
grant us a rich measure of Hit prace
so that we let our light shine also
with reference to the seriousness of
marriage and the responsibility of the
h ome.
-o.ws.
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tONSTITUTION
OF THE

(Adopted:

August,

1957. Approved:

May, 1958)

PREAMBLE

1. In obedience to .the Word of God (Rom. 16: 17; Titus 3: 10)) a number
of our original members withdrew from the Missouri Synod in the year 1951
for the following reasons:
A. Because of that Synod’s progressive deterioration in doctrine and
practice during the two preceding decades, in spite of much patient admonition
to the contrary on the part of many pastors and congregations in its midst.
(Compare: Book of Memorials and Proceedings, Missouri Synod, 1950).
B. More specifically because of

1) Its unionistic
Statement,” Chicago,
Confession” of 1950.

evinced chiefly by the unretracted “A
1945, and the unscriptural, compromising “Common

2) Its tyrrannical

character

against its own protesting pastors and
congregations, in defiance of God’s Word, Matt. 23:8-12; Mark 10:42-45; and
contrary to its own constitution, Article VII.
proceduws

2. In the fall of 1951 the Orthodox Lutheran Conference was formed with
the purpose of preserving and carrying forward the true Lutheran position
formerly held by the Missouri Synod, and the hand of fellowship was extended
at that time to the Wisconsin and Norwegian Synods, constituent synods of
the Synodical Conference, which at that time had declared themselves to be
in a truly protesting position over against the’ Missouri Synod. Neither of these
two synods, however, gave official recognition to this offer but, to the contrary,
continued and increased fraternal negotiations as well as cooperative work
with the Missouri Synod.
3. The formers of the Concordia

Lutheran
bonafide members and officers of the Orthodox

Conference were continuously
Lutheran Conference.
Recog-

nizing, however, a break in this fellowship in January, 195 5, made by a faction
which espoused unionistic and arbitrary principles and the2, when corrected,
openly declared and/or demonstrated that we were not their brethren in faith;
recognizing also the practical problem that resulted from this break, namely
that the erring group continued to use the name “Orthodox Lutheran Confer-
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ence”; and recognizing further that these and other offenses brought
name were not serving the glory of Christ, our Savior, and His
Truth; therefore we, the bonafide orthodox Lutherans, resolved to
ourselves under this present constitution. (Compare: The Orthodox
February, 1956; The Concordia Lutheran, January, 1957.)

upon this
Word of
reorganize
Lutheran,

4. A further reason for which we are joined together in this conference
is our Lord’s will that the diversities of gifts in His Church on earth should be
for the common profit, I Corinthians 12:4-31.
Article

I

NAME

The name of the conference re-organized
The Concordia

Lutheran

under this constitution

is:

Conference.
Article
CONFESSIONAL

II
STANDARD

This Conference and every member thereof accepts without

reservation:

1. The canonical Scriptures of the Old and New Testmnent as the verbally
inspired Word of God and the only rule and norm of Christian faith and life.
(2 Tim. 3:15-17; 2 Pet. 1:21; 1 Cor. 2: 13; Ps. 119:105; Jn. 8:31,32)
2. All of the symbolical, or confessional, writings of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church comprising the Book: of Concord of 1580, as a true statement
and expo,sition of God’s Word.
drawn up in the Missouri Synod, 1932, as a further
correct exposition of God’s Word, and as an uncompromising basis in our time
for God-pleasing union between us and other Lutherans - a confession utterly
different in this respect from the Missouri Synod’s ‘Common Confession’)
3. The Brief Stutement

of 1950.
Article

Ill

OBJECTS OF THE CONFERENCE

1. The conservation of the unity in the true faith. (Ephesians 4: 3-6; 1 Cor.
1: 10; John 8: 3 l-32.)
2. Joint testimony and defense against all public errors in doctrine and
practice. (2 Thess, 3: 14-15; 1 Tim. 5:20; Gal. 6:l; Matt. 7:15; Titus 3: 10;
Romans 16: 17-18.)
3. Joint effort toward God-pleasing union with other Lutherans, namely
such union as is based upon the unity of the spirit-full
agreement in doctrine
and practice on the basis of God’s Word. (Acts 2:42; 1 Cor. 1: 10; 3 John 8:9;
2 Tim. 1:8; 2 Tim. 1:16-18; Eph. 4: 1-6.)

4. Joint extension of the Kingdom of God through cooperative mission
work of our congregations. (Matt. 28:19-20; Mark 16:15-16; Luke 24:47;
Acts 1:8.)
5. The adequate training of pastors for. the work of the ministry in our
midst, and of parochial school teachers and other helps to the ministry. (2 Tim.
2:2; 2:15; 4:1-5; Titus 1:9; 1 Tim. 3: 1-7; 1 Tim. 4:12; 2 Kings 2:3-5.)

6. The publication and distribution of orthodox religious books, periodicals,
and other literature

for the promotion

of the true faith.

7. The endeavor to bring about the best possible uniformity in orders of
service, church customs, and other congregational externals; without, however,
abridging any congregation’s rights in matters indifferent
(adiaphora) .
Article
CONDITIONS

IV

OF MEMBERSHIP

AND

FELLOWSHIP

A. REQUIREMENTS FOR MEMBERSHIP:
1. Unconditional acceptance of the Confessional Standard set forth
in Article II, not only in theory but a!so in practice.
2. Acceptance of also this entire constitution and the willingness to
cooperate in carrying out the further resolutions of this Conference, within
the Scriptural bounds and limitations set forth in Article VI. (Matt. 15: 1-6)
3. Each congregation applying for membership must first submit its
constitution and give ,‘any other necessary evidence that its confessional position
and practice are : ,Scripturally correct.
4. All applications for both congregational and advisory .membership
should be made, at least six weeks before convention time, to the President
or a committee appointed by him. After assurance that the conditions for
membership are complied with, the Conference Convention shall accept the
new. members by unanimous resolution, and the latter shall acknowledge such
acceptance by signing, at this time, the official Constitution kept by the
Secretary.
B. REQUIREMENTS FOR RECOGNITION OF FELLOWSHIP:
1. Congregations not in membership with us but desiring to be recognized as in fellowship with us shall be. so recognized upon their written, unconditional acceptance of our Confessional Standard and assurance of their willingness to cooperate with us in the work of our Conference:
2. Pastors and parochial school teachers coming into our midst from
without our fellowship are required to pass a colloquy under the guidance of two
or more pastors appointed by our President. They shall be received as candidates for the holy ministry or an office flowing therefrom in our midst upon
announcement by our President that they have passed such colloquy. The
President shall make official notice beforehand of such colloquies, and he shall
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also announce in our official publication the results when a colloquy has been
passed. (It is to be understood that this arrangement obviously does not include graduates of our Seminary; furthermore, that pastors do not become
members of our organization merely by virtue of their passing a colloquy or
by a diploma from our Seminary, but must still apply for membership in the
usual manner set forth in our Constitution.)
KINDS

Article V
OF MEMBERSHIP

1. VOTING MEMBERSHIP:

All congregations that have .joined the Conference hold voting. membership. At the conventions of the Conference and in
referendums made at any time, each member-congregation has three votes, one
of which is to be cast by the pastoral and the other two by the lay delegates.
If, however, only one delegate is present at a convention, he shall cast only two
votes for the congregation. If the pastoral delegate and only, one lay delegate
are present, the lay delegate has two votes.
2. ADVISORY MEMBERSHIP: Pastors, assistant pastors, seminary professors, parochial school teachers, candidates for the ministry, and pastors emeriti
who are members of congregations not holding membership in, but in fellowship with, our Conference, shall be advisory members after their application
and acceptance in accordance with Article IV, A, 4. They may hold. office
but may not vote at conventions.
RELATION

Article VI
OF THE CONFERENCE

1. According

TO ITS MEMBERS

to Scripture teaching and example, each congregation, or
church, is independent, sovereign, and autonomous in its own affairs, subject
alone to Holy Scripture; and a conference or synod is neither of higher nor
of equal authority to any of its congregations. (Matt. 18: 17,18; Mark 10:42-45).
Therefore, in its relation to its members, this conference is not a church or
church-government exercising legislative or coercive powers, but, with respect
to the individual congregation’s right of self-government, it is but an advisory
or service body. Accordingly, no resolution of the Conference is of binding
force if it is held by any of its members to be contrary to God’s Word or i.nex1’
I.l
1.:
:
1 *
1
peaient
as rar
as cne
conaltion
orI- a congregation
or orr any aavrsory
memt3er
is concerned.
Moreover, neither the Conference itself, nor any of its officers or committees, shall be permitted to invade the sovereign rights of any member-congregation or to act over against it in any hierarchical manner. In the case of
disputes between two pastors, a pastor and congregation, or between two
congregations, a decision by the Conference or its representatives shall be
submitted only upon the request of both parties concerned; except in matters
involving public fake doctrine or other public offense in the Conference? in
which case the Conference’ shall have the right, in a Scriptural manner, to
- 89 -

require its offending

members to remove and to desist from such offense.

2. Nevertheless, as Holy Scripture does not countenance arbitrary modes
of procedure or behavior but commands us to do all things in Christian love
and good order, not abusing our Christian liberty (Gal. 5:13; 1 Car. l4:4O),
all members of the Conference and those in our fellowship shall be expected
to cooperate in accordance with the Constitution and the other resolutions of
the Conference within the Scriptural limitations set forth above.
3. Therefore any objections to official resolutions and procedures of the
Conference shall be filed with the President, and the reasons therefor s,hould
be clearly stated, so that complete brotherly understanding can result and any
necessary corrections or alterations be made. Should no satisfactory result be
obtained through the efforts of the President, the objections should next be
laid before the B,oard of Directors, and finally, if necessary, before the
Convention.
No public circularization of the Conference regarding disputes or objections
should be made except after the above regular procedures have been exhausted,
with due patience, and to no satisfactory solution.
4. Should any member
harmony with God’s Word
it has the Christian liberty
to do this in a Christian-like

congregation deem it to its best interests and in
to discontinue its membership in the Conference,
to do so. We ask such congregations, however,
manner, giving the reasons therefor.

EXPULSION

Article VII
FROM THE CONFERENCE

Neither congregations nor advisory members may continue to hold membership in the Conference if it is established by a regular convention, by unanimous
vote, that they are persistently violating the conditions of membership or fellowship set forth in Article IV. Such former members, as also all such as may
terminate their own membership, shall have no rightful claim upon the property
of the Conference, notwithstanding an appeal. An appeal against expulsion
shall be made to the President in writing.
He shall then appoint a Committee
on Appeals, satisfactory to the appellant. This Committee, in turn, having
met with the appellant, shall bring its findings and recommendations to the
next regular convention.
(To be concluded)
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1 Corinthians 12:7: “The manifestation of the Spirit is given to every
man to profit withal.”
With these words the Apostle does
not want to say, as
. it might seem,
that all gifts truly always do serve
the common good, but rather that
the gifts appear and show themselves,
or that God solely for that purpose
does give gifts to all Christians in
order that everyone apply them for
the common good.
And thus it is. That a Christian
through faith receives God’s grace,
forgiveness of sin, righteousness before God, comfort, aed ,hope of eternal life; that is ti’ ifruit which concerns h’s own person alone; but that
a Christian through faith in Christ
also receives various gifts, that does
not happen for his own sake but
rather for the common good, for
the sake of the Church and the
world, that is, because the Christia.n
should use them in the service and to
the profit of the world and the
Church. As the eye has the gift of
seeing not for itself but for the
entire body, and as the ear, the gift
of hearing; the foot, the gift of walking; the hand, the gift of handling;
in short, all members of the body
have their separate gifts, not for
themselves but for the entire body,
thu; also a believer has this gift,
not for himself but for the Church
and the world.
The right use of all the gifts w5ich
a Christian has, therefore, consists

in this that he apply them for the
general good; namely, that he help
along, so that the congregations are
preserved, furthered, and built up in
the unity of faith and love, and in
order that always more of those who
are to be found outside of the Church
are brought to true fa!th.
The entire Christian Church should
be militant, it should be an army
camp of the Captain of salvation
which fights in order that the kingdom of Satan in the world is always
more and more destroyed, and the.
kingdxn of Christ always more and
more extended and increased; every
individual Christian should therefore
be a soldier in this army of God. Each
congregation should, to a certain degree, be a mission family, and each
individual congregation member should
be a missionary in his immediate circle. A Christian should not stand
there as an individual, apart from the
rest, who dues not concern himself
about the other Christians, rather he
should never forget that there is a
Communion of Saints, that he is one
pf the members of the Church, one
of the m,zmbers of the body of Christ,
of which every one, and also he himself, has a definite office and work
t3 perform for the entire body. A
Christian, therefore, should not think
that he has done everything which he
as a Christian is duty bound to do
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when he, for his own person, .travels
on the right road to salvation and
by himself quietly serves his God,
rather he should also recognize it
to be a holy duty to bring others on
the right path, too. A Christian should
not think that to convert sds and
care for them is alone the duty of the
preachers and not the laymen, but he
should recognize himself to be a
spiritual priest who should proclaim
the merits of Him who has called
him out of darkness into His mavelous light.
0; if we examine ourselves according to this, must we not all be thoroughly ashamed of ourselves? Do we
truly apply all our gifts to the common good? Does each show himself
to be a spiritual priest who shows
forth th.e praises of God, that is, the
Gospel of the divine works of redemption, first of all to his own family at
home and then also to his neighbors
and all others with whom God brings
him into contact? Can each of us
point out souls whom he has directed
on the right path, or who through his
own efforts have been kept on the
right path, warned against error and
sin and preserved from it, in bodily
and spiritual distress have been comforted or corrected in the interest of
their eternal welfare?
Let none say, he has no gifts with
which he could serve the world and
the Church in spiritual matters. Whoever says that, let such a one consider how ungrateful
he thereby
shows himself to be to God. If

he

is not a dead, nominal Christian

but-

a true, living Christian, then he most
surely has a gift of the Holy Ghost;
if he lacks the gift which he sees
that his brother possesses, then hc
most surely has another which his
f>rother, on the other hand, lacks.
0; therefore, do let us use our gifts
for the common good! Upon whom
God has bestowed the gift of wisdom
and of good counsel, let him now give
advice; upon whom God has bestowed
the gift of good judgment to edify
others, let him now instruct; upon
whom God has bestowed the gift of $9
strong, heroic faith, let him now show
it and seek to inflame others with it.
where strong faith is needed; upon
whom God has given the gift of especially fervent and powerful prayer, let
him now pray; whoever is especially
able to impart strong comfort, let him
now give comfort; whoever is able in
particular to admonish persuasively,
let him now admonish; whoever is
especially able compellingly to speak
to such who are irreconciled, let him
now speak to such. In a word, let
each one seek to recognize that gift
in which he especially excells, let him
not brag about it, let him not exalt
himself on account of it, let him also
not leave it lie wasted, but let him
use it to the best interests of the common good.
Yeu, Lord, ‘twas Thy rich bounty gave
My body, soul, and all I he
ln this poor life of labor.
lord, grunt thtit I in ev’ry place
May glorify
Thy luvish grace
And serve and help my neighbor.
Let no f&e doctrine me beguile,,
Let Satun not my soul defile.
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Give strength and patience unto me
To bear my cross and fo flow Thee.
Lord Jesus Christ, My God and Lord,
My God and Lord,
In death Thy comfort still nfford.
Amen.

arrangement was no longer adequate,

(The Lutheran

Th e project was begun the first part

Hymnal,

429)

Taegliche Hausandacht
C. F. W. Walther (Crull)
Translated by ELM.

it was decided that one section of our
new church building
which
Divine

was to be built

could be used both for our’
Service and Sunday

School.

of January, 1959, and completed the
end of May. All of the work on the
building

with

the exception of the

electric wiring was done by the members. It is with joyful
Mlpfrr~

lBPbltf#tl

at Lebanon,

and grateful

hearts that we are able to state that

Oregon

the new building

On Sunday, May 31st, the mem-

The

is also debt-free.

speaker for

the Dedication

Church

Service was Pastor P. R. Bloedel of St.

of Lebanon, Oregon, were privileged

Paul’s Lutheran Church, Empire, Ore-

to dedicate their new House of War-

gon. He chose as his text Psalm 84: 1,2.

ship (see picture) . Since April

12,

and reminded us that we show the

1.953, the members had been worship-

proper regard for the House of the

ing in what now is the living room

L+crd when we love it, when we long

and dining

room of the parsonage.

for it, and when we cry ozl,t for Him’

When it became evident that such an

in whose name and to whose glory

bers of St. John’s Lutheran

the building is de&a ted. He stressed
the fact that

Christians

MORE

RESIGNATIONS
from the
WISCONSIN
SYNOD

should in-

deed be concerned about the external
beauty, neatness, cleanliness and attractiveness of the building

10th issue of the North-

The May

and prop-

reported

Lutheran

that

the

erty which they have dedicated to the

western

service of the Lord as well as being

following

diligent in hearing and confessing the

the

pure teachings of God’s Word.

Lutheran Church of Lemon, S. Dak.

had severed fellowship with

Wisconsin

Synod:

St.

Luke’s

congregation served a fine dinner to

and its pastor, Rev. Vernon Greve;
and Rev. Mzvin Eibs of rural Sum-

all the members and guests. We were

mit, S. Dak.

After

the service the ladies of the

In the official

happy to have with us many of the

notice the President

members of St. Paul’s congregation,

of the Dakota-Montana

Empire,

Luke’s

ed that these severances occurred “be-

Seattle, Washington.
As we reflect upon the undeserved

cause of the Synod’s position in the

Oregon,

and

St.

congregation,

blessings which

the

Lord

of

Church
It

the

Union

District

stat-

matter.”

goes without

saying that

this

Church has so richly bestowed upon

news is most heartening,

us, we must declare with the Psalmist,

another. instance of pastors and lay

“Not

people heeding the clear Word

unto us, 0 Lord, not unto us,

but unto Thy
Thy
sake.”

Thy

(Ps. 115: I).

of

for

God in Rom. 16, 17-18 and 2 Car.

truth’s

6, 17. May the blessing of God rest

name give g&y,

mercy, and for

for here is

-M.L.N.

upon

this

congregation

and , these

pastors.
We also encourage them, as well
as others, to study

our

own confessional position so that, finding it

in harmony with their teaching and
in full

BACK ISSUES

might

We have had many requests for back
issues of our periodical.
These issues
will be priced as follows:
Issues of current

year

__-____

An additiona
five cents
previous year.

.20

for each

accord with

Scripture,

openly and publicly

they

acknowl-

edge us as brethren in the faith and
practice with us that true church fellowship which is based alone upon
full

agreement in Bible doctrine.
-0.w.s.
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DR.

BILLY
and

GRAHAM

the MOON

Billy Graham revealed his personal
arrogance and deplorable ignorance
of Scripture in an astonishing statement made by this self-styled evangelist during his month-long crusade in
Sidney, Australia.
The sensational
topic of one of his addresses was:
“Jesus Christ, The Man From Outer
Space.” In this particular address he
told his audience that he might “even
hold a crusade on the moon one day
. . . I believe some of those planets
around us are inhabited.” He said
that the Bible “hints.” at existence of
tife in other worlds.
KVe, of course, wonder where the
Bible ‘?hints” of life on other planets
and where Mr. Graham receives the
right to add to the commission of the
Lord and to extend it to the moon
when the Savior so plainly states
(Mark 16: 15)) “Go ye into all the
world and preach the Gospel to every
creature.” We must remember that
God gave man dominion over “all the
earth” (Gen. 1: 26) and did not. give
him dominion over the sun, moon,
stars and planets in outer space. Furthermore, the work of redemption is
for the inhabitants of the world as
John 3: 16 bears out “for God so
loved the world, that He gave His
only begotten Son, that whosoever
befieveth in Him should not perish,
but have everlasting life.” Again, the
forgiveness of sins is pronounced only
upon the inhabitants of the world for
in II Cor. 5:19 we read: “God was
in Christ, reconciling the w&d unto

Himself, not imputing their trespasses
unto them.” To assert that the Bible
“hints” at life on other planets is in
opposition to those passages of Holy
Writ which speak of the purpose of
the sun, moon, and stars, namely that
they were created for the benefit of
the world and of mankind: the sun
to rule the day; the moon to rule the
night; to give light upon the earth;
for signs, seasons, days, months and
years. (Gen. 1: 14-18)
Sensationalism in preaching is often
resorted to by various so-called evangelists and sectarian preachers who have
no real meat from the Scriptures to
offer the people but must content
them with the husks of their own
imagination
and by eye-catching
topics. Here the warning words of the
Apostle John are very much in place:
“Beloved, believe not every spirit
(teaching) but try (test) the spirits
whether they are of God; because
many false prophets are gone out into
the world.” I John 4:l.
43.

POPULAR
in

WEDDING
the

SONGS

CHURCH

People who request wedding songs
such as “I Love You Truly” and “0
Promise Me” to be sung at a church
wedding have generally forgotten the
very purpose for which the wedding
is being held in the House of God.
A church wedding is a divine service
in which the hearts and minds of all
in attendance is to be properly centered upon the Word of God and to
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meditate upon the important message fy this wonderful purpose of the church
wedding service and should direct the
which the Word of God holds for
those who have entered the holy estate congregation to the “fountains of livof matrimony. Here God’s most grac- ing water” in the Scriptures. The
ious blessings are invoked for the various popular wedding songs canbride and groom, that, above all, they not meet this requirement! They have
may be faithful to their Savior and only a pretty melody and involve emotionalism and sentimentality. A Christo the pure teachings of His Word.
Then, indeed, they will be faithful to tian pastor will not permit such songs
their marriage covenant and will estab- to be sung in a divine worship service
lish a Christian home where Jesus is and Christian brides should not desire
such poor wedding music to degrade
their ever-present Guest.
The vocal and instrumental music and to spoil a beautiful Scriptural
service in the House of God.
-B.
should therefore build up and intensi-
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