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To show, on the basis of Scripture, what
true Christians are to believe and how, out
of love for their Savior Jesus Christ, they are
to Iead godly lives.

To demonstrate, by our Scriptural stand,
that our Concocdia Lutheran Conference is not
a sect or a false church body but that the
congregations which- ,form our Conference
comprise the ‘true risible church on earth, not
denying, however, that there may be others
unknown to us who truly share our Scriptural
position in doctrine and practice and who also
rightly belong to the true risible church of
Christ.
To urge all who truly share our Scriptural
position in doctrine and practice to acknowledge our position openly and publicly in order
that we may recognize the blessed existence
of such God-given unity and that we may
then proceed to practice a God-pleasing church
fellowship with them by supporting each
other’s work with our prayers and personal
service as mutually acknowledged brethren ir
the faith.
To show that we do not have among us a
mixture of divergent teachings but that we
are, by (&d’s grace, “perfectly joined together
in the same mind and in the same judgment.”
To set forth pertinent historical informa
tion which has a bearing upon the Church
Ind to expose modern philosophica thought
and the so-caled scientific theories which
contradict the Word of God.
To expose particularly the false teaching
and practice of the various so-called “Lutheran” church bodies by comparing their teaching and practice with what is plainly recordpd
in the Word of God, in the Lutheran Confessions, and in the oId orthodox Lutheran
writings.
To expose false teaching and
wherever it makes its appearance and
abreast of the current happenings
church world and among the nations
of the times.

practice
to keer;,
in the
as signs

To be truthful and factual in our reporting
and freely to correct any misinformation of
which we are not aware and which has been
called to our attention. Also to clarify any
information or statement of doctrine or prac
tice which may be unclear to our readers or
which mav create a wrong impression,

“0 Lord, how manifold are Thy
works! In wisdom hast Thou made
them all: the earth is full of Thy
riches!” Ps. 104, 24. Joining wholeheartedly in these words of the psalmist were the pastors and lay delegates who traveled across the vast
scenic mountain
through
plains,
areas, and near the majestic Pacific
Ocean to assemble at St. Paul’s
Lutheran Church in Empire, Oregon,
June 19-21, 1959, for the ninth annual convention of the Concordia
Lutheran Conference. There the Lord
granted cool and comfortable weather
as the representatives of our churches
met to discuss and decide upon the
business of Christ’s kingdom. The
official proceedings of the convention,
giving more detailed information, will,
God willing, be printed as soon as
possible, In the meantime a brief
resume of the 1959 convention is
herewith offered.
The convention proper began on
Friday, June 19, with a divine service.
Pastor H. D. Mensing, Tinley Park,
Illinois, delivered an inspiring sermon
on Matthew 9:35-38, treating the
admonition of our Lord to pray for
mission work. The host pastor, Rev.
Paul Bloedel, served as liturgist.
On Sunday morning, June 21, another divine service was held in which
was celebrated.
Holy
Communion
Pastor J. E. Shufelt, Muscatine, Iowa,
preached an edifying sermon on 2
Tim. 1:8-9. The host pastor again
served as liturgist.

Seven pastors, nine lay delegates,
and 38 visitors were in attendance.
People came from the states of Washington, Oregon, South Dakota, Minnesota, Iowa, Wisconsin and Illinois.
In addition to the devotional talks
which preceded each session the convention heard two instructive and enlightening essays: “The Place of the
Christian MCan in the Church and
Home,” by Pastor M. L. Natterer; and
“The Scripture Doctrine of Holy
Baptism,” by Pastor E. C. Hallstein.
Various committee reports were also
made to the Conference.
The convention adopted a budget
for the coming fiscal year of $8,600.
Of this amount ‘$3,600 has been earmarked for the salary of the pastorvacancy instructor in connection with
the Milwaukee Seminary plan. $3,000
has been set aside for Missions. Of
this latter amount $1,200 was again
granted as a subidy to the SigourneyMuscatine, Iowa mission. The matter
of granting a subsidy of $1800 to St.
Luke’s Lutheran congregation in Seattle as soon as it extends a divine call
to a pastor and the call is accepted was
referred to the congregations of our
Conference for a referendum. Since
this congregation is only able to raise
$100 per month toward salary, this
subsidy is based on the suggested
minimum salary scale for our missionaries of $250 per month.
We now present some of the important resolutions which were adopted
at the convention. With reference to
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the Seminary referendum it was reported that all our congregations
favored the Milwdukee plan and
pledged a total of $160 per month to
carry it out. Since this was $140 per
month short of the suggested pastorprofessor salary of $300 per month,
the convention resolved unanimously
to accept and put into operation the
Milwaukee
proposal through
the
Board of Directors and the Committee on Theological Education as soon
as the congregations of our Conference and fellowship assure us of the
necessary funds for the Seminary and
that they be asked to inform the
President and the Secretary of their
decision within two months of this
convention.
The convention passed a resolution
that with the adoption of the Milwaukee Seminary plan the qualified
officers of the Conference proceed
to procure Articles of Incorporation
for the Conference.
The convention also adopted a
resolution asking Pastors J. E. Shufelt and 0. W. Shaefer to prepare a
brief, yet complete history of our
Conference, to be published in pamphlet form, so that present and future
members of our Conference might
have on hand all facts pertaining to
the formation of our Conference.
The convention further passed a
resolution asking all pastors and delegates to urge their congregations
earnestly and prayerfully to consider
every possibility of advancing in
spiritual growth through more faithful attendance not only in the Sunday service, but in special evening

and Lenten services, Bible hours,
voters’ meetings, etc. to the end that
each member take a more active part
in using his God-given talents in the
work of the Lord in the Christian
home, in the congregation, and in the
Conference.
Another resolution by the convention urged all pastors and delegates
to endeavor to gain wider circulation
for our official periodical, the CONCORDIA
LUTHERAN,
in their
own congregations as well as among
the unchurched in their area.
It was also resolved that all our
members make greater and fuller use
of the official Proceedings of our
Conference by careful reading, study,
and discussion of the articles dealing
with our work in the kingdom of God.
A final resolution of the convention
offered special thanks and praise to
the Holy Trinity
for having preserved the pure Word amon,g us, in
spite of our utter unworthiness.
The following were elected for the
coming year:
President: Rev. H. D. Mensing
Vice-president: Rev. E. L. Mehlberg
Secretary: Rev. 0. W. Shaefer
Treasurer: Mr. Elfred Bloedel
Board member-at-large:
Mr. Alvin
Greiner
The Editorial Committee consists
of Pastor Paul Bloedel, Pastor M. L.
Natterer, and Mr. August Luft. The
Committee on Missions consists of
Pastor M. L. Natterer, Mr. T. E..
Fischer, and Mr. Don Hobbs. The
Committee on Theological Education
consists of Pastor E. C. Hallstein,

Pastor E. L. Mehlberg, Mr. Victor
Bloedel, and Mr. Elmer Frerichs. Mr.
Victor Bloedel was elected as the lay
man on the Committee on Lutheran
Union.
The Conference resolved to refer
the time of next year’s convention to
our congregations for a referendum.
The convention concluded its official business on Sunday afternoon,
June 2 1. For the inspiration afforded
by sermons, devotions, and essays;
for the fine Christian fellowship; for

The words above, found in Psalm
33:12, come to mind as we with aff
our fellow-citizens observed the 183rd
birthday of our country, Independence
Day, July 4th. As Christian citizens
we rejoice with gratitude to God for
the privileges and freedoms that are
ours and acknowledge the sovereignty
of God over nation.
While we are happy that we can
observe July 4th amid comparative
peace, we note and are grieved by the
national sins which threaten to cause
God’s glory to depart from our land.
Hence we must pray for the peace
of the city so that our priceless blessings will not be endangered by corruption, oppression, and tyranny. We
hear and read about many countries
under dictatorship where distrust, despair, and moral decay have resulted
and where atheistic principles govern
the masses. 0 that in such lands the
words of the Psalmist might apply:
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the wonderful hospitality of the host
congregation assisted by the Lebanon
and Seattle churches; for the generous cooperation of all, we laud and
magnify the Lord of the Church.
May He give us new zeal and courage
to go forth and serve Him with all
our heart! May His blessing rest upon
our consecrated endeavors to His
honor and glory and to the welfare of
immortal souls! “The work of our
hands establish Thou it!” Ps. 90: 17.
-0.

W. Shaefer, Secretary

“Blessed .is the nation
is the Lord!”

whose -God

Even in our own country the fact
that God is the source of all blessings
and freedom is often overlooked. In
place of God a worldly philosophy
has put a false value on life. Its god
is the machine, and its prophet is
money. It tells men that earthly goods
constitute the greatest source of happiness, and so eternal matters are
pushed aside.
Conditions in our country today
are a challenge to the Church to testify against the dangers threatening our
land. If America is to be blessed, the
Lord must be its God forever. People
must plant their feet squarely on the
only platform of the Bible; men must
repent of their indifference and greed
and become lovers of God and man
and seekers after truth and r’ighteousness. For God will surely punish all
those who fail to recognize and serve

Him as the true God of heaven and
earth.
What can we do as Christian citizens? By our own Bible-centered
walk of life and by our fervent prayers
we can serve our country’s welfare.
Let us pray that those who hold responsible offices in the government
accept and truly follow the teachings
of Christ, for then the rights of individuals will be respected, Church
and State will not be mixed, and selfish
interests will not be served. We need
leaders who are. truly Christ-like and
church-minded. All hope of peace and
blessing rests alone in God and in
His mighty Word. The crying need
of our age is the Gospel of Jesus
Christ, and we ought help to bring
Him and His Word into more hearts
and homes, for only that nation can
be at peace whose citizens are at peace
with the Lord.
The joy of our own salvation must
radiate from our lives so that others
will follow in our footsteps and become children of God. How this will

redound to the welfare of our country, for as its people stand fast on
Scripture, they will find there the
commana1 orI- 1royalty to God and the
nation, the true teaching on Church
and State, and the right attitude between employer and employee. Let us
not shirk our responsibilites, but remember that in addition to being
law-abiding, loyal citizens who serve
their country and pay their taxes, our
chief concern is spiritual, keeping our
nation with Him who can make it
a blessing in this wcrld!
As greater numbers fear, love, and
trust in God, His benedictions will
be multiplied upon us, even as the
has promised: “If My people pray
and seek My face, then I will hear
from heaven and will forgive their
sin and will heal their land!” 2 Chr.
7: 14. To keep our nation happy and
secure let us do all we can to help
more Americans believe in Him from
whom all blessings flow. Then our
country will go forward - forward
with Christ!
-0.w.s.

THE PHYSICAL SUPPORT OF THE SERVANTS
OF THE WORD
(Adapted

From

an Old German

Our blessed Savior also concerned
Himself about the physical support
of His beloved disciples during His
three-year ministry here on earth. It
is true that He allowed the existing
laws to stand pertaining to the support of the priests and the Levites.
Tesus confirmed

d

the sacrificial

offer-

ing by saying to the man whom He
had cleansed of leprosy, “Show thyself to the priest, and offer the gift

Synodical

Essay)

that Moses commanded, for a testimony unto them.” (Matt. 8:4) Al50
the tenth. For when the Savior sp-k/:
to the scribes and Pharisees about
paying their tithe of mint and anise
and cummin, He added, “These ought
ye to have done, and not to leave the
other undone.” (Matt. 23:23) But
Jesus and His disciples, however, made
no claim for such support from the
offerings or the tenth. In His State
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considering them a sweet burden. Thus
the audience has finally, like a flood,
swelled up to four thousand men, not
counting the women and children.
Mark 8:1-4: “Zn those days the multitude being very great, and having Christ begins His sermons; the day
nothing to eat, Jesus called his disciples slips by quickly during the hearing of
unto him, and saith, unto them, Z have the words of eternal life which stream
compassion on the multitude, because from His lips; the evening approaches,
they have now been with me three but no one gets ready to go home.
/ days, and have nothing to eat; and if Rather, in order to hear Jesus again
Z send them away fasting to their own on the next day, they all prefer to
houses, they will faint by the way; spend the night lodging on the hard
for diverse of them cume from far. ground beneath the open heavens. Yes,
And his disciples answered him, From even on the second day they find
whence can a 112472
satisfy these men themselves unable to part from Jesus;
and they stay until the third day. Now,
with bread here in the wilderness?“’
however, great distress arises. The
multitude,
apparently
not having
In our Gospel we behold the multipreviously anticipated remaining with
tude filled with a zeal for God’s Word
as is never again presented to us in Jesus in the desert for so long a time,
had namely only taken a small prothe Gospels. Christ had just returned
vision of food along, and this small
to Galilee from a brief journey into
the Gentile territory of the cities of provision, in spite of all efforts at
making it last during the three days
Tyre and Sidon, and, together with
of meal requirements, had now been
His disciples, had climbed a mountain
near the Sea of Gennesaret in a desert completely consumed. Judged on the
basis of reason, it appeared as though
region. What happens? Although it
is the hot season of the year, the peo- the multitude had evidently gone too
far in its zeal for the Word of God;
ple soon flock to Jesus in great numf or, consider: whence s,hould these
bers from all directions, partly for
many thousands here in the desert obthe purpose of letting Him heal their
tain food? or how could they all,
sick, and partly in order to hear H:s
among whom were to be found weak
Word. Some journey here even from
womenfolk and tender children, undera great distance, and that not only
take the long difficult journey back
men but womenfolk, too, of whom
many did not even permit themselves to the populated cities without food?
to be kept away by their nursing in- The danger was clearly great; so that
the Lord Himself says: “Zf Z sgnd
fants’ making the long difficult trip
to Christ through barren, waterless, them away fasting to their own houses,
they will faint by the wuy.”
hilly territory in the fierce heat of the
d esert sun; without much hesitation
In the multitude we have a vivid
they bring along their dear little ones, example from which we learn that
-103-

true Christians
rather suffer an
earthly loss than that they should be
deprived of something spiritual.
False Christians, too, want indeed
to hold to Christ and serve Him, but
only to the extent where no special
sacrifice of time, money, ease and
convenience, honor and other pet inclinations and possessions is involved.
Entirely different, the true Christian. The new character of a person
who has become a true Christian &nsists rather in this very thing that
in any case he prefers the spiritual
to the physical, the eternal to the
temporal, the heavenly to the earthly,
and for that reason he gladly loses
something earthly if he thereby gains
As
God’s
something
spiritually.
awakened people of old once did, a
Christian gladly sacrifices a part of
his time and the earthly gain which
he could earn during that period, in
order to be able during that time to
hear and ponder God’s Word; he
gladly bears this and that hardship,
and to that end is willing to sacrifice
bodily ease and convenience. A true
Christian gladly gives up a lucrative
business if by keeping it he is able
too little to provide nourishment for
his soul, and in its place he chooses
a profession in which he earns less
earthly income, yes, perhaps instead
of being an employer, he has to become an employee, if in that position
he can but gain more spiritual advantages. A true Christian who is
truly in earnest about his Christianity, never leaves his fatherland to go
elsewhere to get rich; but indeed he
readily does leave a place where he

presently has great prospects of becoming rich, and moves to a location
where he doesn’t have this prospect,
if he sees at that place more advantages for his own and his children’s
souls. How a true Christian is minded
toward earthly thitigs in contrast to
heavenly things, he indicates also by
his liberality in his gifts to the poor
and in his support of the kingdom of
God. The wealthier he becomes, the
richer and greater his gifts become,
and in his reckonings he there shows
so little anxiety that, as the multitude
in our Gospel, in his zeal for the
spiritual, he sometimes places himself into great embarrassment, yes, into
great danger of his own need because
of his interest in the poor and needy.
To sum up: a true Christian considers every earthly advantage a loss
if it deprives him of something spiritual, on the other hand, he considers
every earthly loss an advantage if he
thereby gains something spiritually.

Christ Himself, my Shepherd, f eed s
me,
Peace and joy my spirit fitt;
In a pasture green He leads me
Forth beside the waters still.
Oh, naught to my soul is so sweet
and reviving
As thus unto Jesus alone to be living;
True happiness this, and this only,
supplies,
Through faith on my Savior to fasten
mine eyes. Amen.
(The Kndbook
to the Lutheran
Hymnal, 366: 9)
Taegliche Hausandacht
C. F. W. Walther (Crull)
Translated by ELM.
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CONSTITUTION
OF THE

(Adopted:

August,
CONTINUED

1957. Approved:
FROM

PRECEDING

May, 1958)

ISSUE

Article
VIII
OFFICERS

The officers of this Conference shall be:
1. A PRESIDENT, who is a pastor.

His duties shall be:

A. Ordinarily to serve as chairman of all meetings of conventions and the
Board of Directors, and, ex-officio, advisory member of all committees.
B. To see to it, within the limitations of Article VI, that the Constitution
and subsequent resolutions of the Conference are carried out, and, in particular,
personally to lead the Conference in guarding its confessional position and in
stemming public offense.
C. To sign official papers and documents and make official
the Conference in its name.

notices of

D. To lay before the member-congregations for their vote, as a referendum and before the congregations in fellowship for their information and
brotherly cooperation, with the consent of the Board of Directors or by request
of at least one-half of the member-congregations, all very important matters
of the Conference which arise between conventions, which permit of no delay,
and which, according to the constitution, are not to be disposed of but by
a convention of the Conference*
E. To arrange for the colloquy (examination)
school teachers according to Article V, B, 2.

of pastors and parochial

F. Ordinarily to appoint convention committees, and also, by appointment,
to fill vacancies in the Board of Directors or in the committees of the Conference until the next regular convention.
G. To perform all additional,
may enjoin upon him.

reasonable duties which the Conference

H. To report regularly to the Conference, especially at the regular conventions, the administration of his office.
2. A VICE-PRESIDENT, who is a pastor.

A. To take over the functions
unable to serve.

H$s duties shall be:

of the President whenever the latter is

B. To assist the President in any or all of his duties when called upon
-105

by him to do so, or as may be provided in the Constitution
special resolutions of the Conference.

or By-Laws or by

C. To serve as chairman of pastoral conferences.
3. A SECRETARY, who is a pastor.

His duties shall be:

j

A. To keep the minutes, or proceedings, of the Conference in good order.
B. To have charge of ali official papers and documents of the Conference.
C. To draw up, and sign when necessary, the official documents of the
Conference; and to assist the President in the official correspondence and
official notices of the Conference.
D. To have printed or otherwise duplicated the official proceedings of
all conventions. of the Conference within six months after the close of any
convention.
E. To perform all additional, reasonable duties in the nature of secretarial
work which the Conference may enjoin upon him.
F. To take over the functions of the President in the event neither the
President nor the Vice-President is able to serve.
4. A TREASURER, who is a layman in a member-congregation.

His duties

shall be:
A. To have charge of all moneys received and disbursed by the Conference and to keep an accurate, permanent record of the same.
B. To administer
instructions.

the Conference’s

financial

affairs

according

to its

C. To present a report of his financial records and an audit of the same
to each regular convention.
D. To keep the congregations of the Conference and the Board of
Directors reasonably informed, between the time of conventions, as to the
financial condition of the Conference. He shall contact congregations through
their own pasto,rs.
E. To submit his books and accounts to an examination by an auditing
committee also at any other time when requested by at least a majority of
the Board of Directors.

5. THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS
A. The four officers mentioned above, together with a lay-member-at-large
and the chairman of each standing committee of the Conference or his representative, shall constitute the Board of Directors, and all of these shall have
a vote at meetings of the Board, except that the presiding officer shall vote only
in case of a tie.
B. The members of the Board of Directors are the legal representatives
of the Conference and the custodians of all its property, and upon them are
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incumbent the general management and supervision of all the business affairs
of the Conference; except that they are held at all times to act in accordance
with the Constitution, By-Laws, and other resolutions of the Conference as
such, and their decisions and acts shall always be subject to review and revision
by the Conference at any convention or by referendum to the member-congregations of the Conference.
Artide
1X
COMMITTEES

1. Standing Committees: These committees, to be elected by regular
conventions, are at least the following, but others may be resolved upon by any
convention and shall then be set forth in the By-laws:
A. EditoriaE Committee: This Committee, charged chiefly with the publication of the official Conference periodical, shall consist of an Editor who is
a pastor, an assistant editor who is a pastor, and a business manager who is
a layman of a member-congregation.
Its chairman shall be the Editor. In the
event he is not able to serve, the assistant editor shall assume the functions of
editor until the vacancy can be filled. This committee may determine its own
place and time of meetings according to need. Its chairman is a member of
the Board of Directors.
B. Committee on Theologicul Education: This Committee shall consist
of two pastors and two laymen. The first elected pastor shall serve as chairman. The Committee shall, in a Christian, Scriptural manner, in the name
of our member-congregations, supervise both the faculty and student body of
our Seminary. It shall stand ready to render brotherly assistance whenever
possible. Th e right to call and induct seminary instructors and also to suspend
them, should it become necessary, until the next regular convention, shall be
vested in this Committee, in the name of our congregations. Nominations
for professorships may be made to this Committee both by member-congregations and by the Board of Directors, and to this end, the chairman, through
either the President or Secretary of the Conference, shall previously give
official notice of the need for such n.ominations by medium of our official
Conference periodical. The nominations received shall then first be published in this periodical before a call is extended, so that any member-congregation may file commendations or objections with the Committee. The curricula, courses of study, admissions to the seminary, the issuance of diplomas,
expulsion of students from the seminary; and, generally, all seminary activity
shall be determined by the faculty together, in conjunction with this Committee. The Committee may determine its own place and time of meetings
according to need. Its chairman is a member of the Board of Directors,

C. Committee on Missions: This Committee shall consist of one pastor
as chairman and two laymen.

Its duties shall be:
-10%

1) To review the mission opportunities which are brought to its attention
and to seek out further opportunities for .extending God’s Kingdom.
2) To advise new missions of our fellowship which seek their advice as
to the calling of available missionaries and as to other matters pertaining to a
new congregation.
3) To survey the field and general circumstances of congregations requesting financial subsidy from the Conference and to make recommendations
regarding ‘such requests to the Conference at its conventions, with the view
both to assisting truly ,needy congregations and also to using the Conference
treasury in the wisest way for the extension of the Savior’s Kingdom.
4) Where conditions warrant such, action, to call, in the name of our
congregations and with the approval of the Board of Directors, missionariesat-large to labor in specific fields with the view to establishing new congregations;
and to provide salaries for such missionaries through the Conference budget
for mission work. Where it is necessary to guide and advise such missionaries
of the Conference regarding their work, this shall be done in a truly brotherly,
Scriptural manner.
5) This Committee may determine its own place and time of meetings
according to need.

6) Its chairman is a member of the Board of Directors.
D. Committee on Lutheran Union: This Committee shall consist of the
Vice-President, the Secretary, one seminary instructor, and one layman. Its
duties shall be:
I) To keep informed regarding the doctrine and practice and the intersynodical relations of other Lutheran church bodies.
2) To meet with similar committees of other Lutheran church bodies, as
occasion arises, with the view to establishing a more far-reaching union, provided such meetings can be arranged in accordance with Article III, paragraph
2 and 3 of our Constitution, without violation of our Scriptural Confessional
Standard.
3) To keep the Conference as such currently informed regarding the
matter of Lutheran Union, and to report annually to the regular convention
of the Conference.
4) The Vice-President, who is chairman of this Committee, is a member
of the Board of Directors. He has only one vote on this Board.
E, Any members of standing committees may attend the meetings of the
Board of Directors in the capacity of advisory members.
-108-

2. Other Than Standing Committees: As further needs arise, other, temp
orary committees may either be elected by the Conference or appointed by the
President upon resolution of the Conference. The President shall always appoint convention committees, in conjunction with the advice of the local pastors.
Article X
MEETINGS

1. CONFERENCE CONVENTIONS: The Conference shall meet in regular
convention annually. Special conventions for announced specific purposes
may be held at the request of the Board of Directors upon the approval of at
least two-thirds of the member-congregations. The time and place of all
conventions, if not decided by a previous convention, shall be determined by
the Board of Directors. Resolutions regarding doctrine and practice brought
before the conventions for ratification must be ‘decided by a unanimous vote
(1 Cor. 1:lO).

2. BOARD OF DIRECTORS: The Board of Directors shall meet at least twice
each year between the time of conventions but shall not meet more than four
times except for purposes of extreme urgency. Other arrangements for the
Board of Directors meetings not specified in the By-Laws or by other resolutions of the Conference in convention shall be determined by a majority of the
Board members.
3. PASTORAL CONFERENCES: Pastors of the Conference,

both those of
member-congregations and those in advisory membership, shall -meet in general
conference at least once each year and may meet in small groups monthly or
as often as conditions permit. The purpose of such meetings is for them to
study together and to be strengthened and encouraged for the work of the
ministry on the basis of God’s Word.
Minutes shall be kept for all such
conferences by secretaries of the respective groups and submitted to the secretary
of the Concordia Lutheran Conference at least two months before each regular
convention to be reported on by him as having been found in order. Pastoral
conferences have no authority to make any decisions binding upon the Conference as such or upon its congregations. But they may lay overtures before
the Conference or its congregations through the Board of Directors. Other
arrangements for Pastoral conferences not specified in the By-Laws or by other
resolutions of the Conference in convention shall be determined by a majority
of the pastors themselves.
Article XI
TERM OF OFFICE

All officers and members of standing committees shall be elected to hold
office for one year but may be re-elected. The President of the Conference
may not be elected for more than three consecutive terms, and the Vice-President
may not be elected for more than two consecutive terms.
-m-

Article XII
A~MENDMENTS

1. Changes in and Amendments to the Constitution may be made, provided they do not conflict with the provisions laid down in Article II, III, IV,
and VI, which articles may not be changed or amended in substance. All
proposed changes and amendments must be submitted in writing to the Conference assembled in convention, and each proposed change shall be voted on
separately. A two-thirds majority of all votes cast shall be necessary for
adoption. SUCh ch anges and amendments shall be in effect when ratified by
two-thirds of th e member-congregations.
2. Changes in and Amendments to the By-Laws may be made in the
same manner and with the same provisions as stated above, except that only a
simple majority of all votes cast shall be necessary for adoption.

BY-LAWS TO THE CONSTITUTION
1. EXPENSES OF MEETINGS:
A. The Conference shall pay from its treasury the traveling cost and
related expenses of its officers and other persons constitutionally required to
travel in the interest of the Conference’s work, in accordance with a rate fixed
annually by the regular convention.
B. Member-congregations shall be expected to pay the annual traveling
- and convention expenses of both its pastoral and lay delegates; and congregations in fellowship, the costs of iti representatives. In addition, congregations are asked to take a free-will offering to be used in the equalization of
such expenses. The congregations are also hereby urged to pay their pastor’s
expenses incurred by attending the pastoral conferences, especially since their
attendance at such meetings is not only for the strengthening of the pastors
themselves but also, through this, for the profit of the congregations,
C. Congregations which serve as host to any convention shall be expected
to bear one-half of the net expenses incurred. The other half is to be paid
from the treasury of the Conference.

-llO-
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of Humiliation
Jesus was poor in
earthly wealth. St. Paul writes, “For
ye knoti the grace of our Lord Jesus
Christ, that, though He was rich, yet
for your sakes He became poor, that
ye through His poverty Might be
rich.” (2 .-Cor. 8:9) And Jesus says,
“The foxes have holes, and the birds
of the air have nests; but the Son of
Man hath not where to lay His head.”
(Mkt. 8: 20)
Nowhere are we told in the Scrip
tures that the Savior received a stipulated income.
Nevertheless, He
nourished His body from the gifts
which He received from the people.
We read in Luke 8, “And the twelve
were with Him, and certain women,
which had been healed of evil spirits
and infirmities, Mary called Magdalene, out of whom went seven devils,
and Joanna the wife of Shuza Herod’s
steward, and Susanna, and many
others, which ministered unto Him of
their substance.” ( 1-3) Compare also
Matt. 27:55; Mark 15:40,41.
We
are also told of individuals in- the
Scriptures who on various occasions
provided Jesus with food, etc.
e
think of Matthew, the publican, Matt.
.
9 .. 9 10. Levi the son of Alpha”.
Ma?rk ;: 14,lG; Simon, the leper, MaX
14: 3; Mary and Martha, Luke lO:3842. Although Christ’s priesthood is
different than the priesthood of the
Old Testament, and the law of the
tithe, consequently, has been abolished in the Church of the New Testament, Hebrews 7:5-18, Jesus still
accepted physical support from His
followers as proof of their love for
-lll-

Concerning the physical support
of His disciples we find many references in the Scriptures. It seems as
though the inner circle of the 12
Apostles was supported by gifts of
1ove. There was a general treasury
with Judas Iscariot as the treasurer.
(John 12:6) When Jesus sent His
disciples out to preach, He also gavk
specific instructions on how they were
to be supported during that time.
There are four Scripture references
which come into consideration here:
Matt. 10:5-11; Mark 6:7-10; Luke
9: 1-4; 10: l-8. The first three Scripture references pertain to the sending
out of the twelve Apostles of the
Lord; whereas, the last reference
speaks of the sending out of the
seventy disciples. From these Scripture statements, we glean the following truths concerning the physical
support of Jesus’ disciples: 1) The
servants of the Word are not to, be
directed to their own means for physical support, 2) They are to be supported by those whom they serve?
3) Their support should be in. accordance with the circumstances of
their hearers, 4) This support is not
to be regarded as “charity”, but rather
as grateful appreciation for. the work
of the Lord’s disciples.
Let us make some application.
It
is the Lord’s Will that whatever is
necessary for the bodily support of
the servants of the Word is to be
received from the hearers of the Word.
Just as the disciples were not t:, live
from their own pockets, so also today
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the servants of the Word are not to
be directed to their own personal
possessions or to their relatives, but
rather to their hearers for their physical support. While the pastors should
not expect to live a more luxurious
life than their members, neither should
they expect to be poorer than they
are. “Eating and drinking such things
as they give: for the labourer is
worthy of his hire,” says the Lord.
(Luke 10: 7)
Where they are really spirituallyminded the servants of the Word will
not seek earthly wealth. Nevertheless, God Himself has ordained that
the pastors are to be supported of the
Gospel, that they eat and drink what
those have whom they serve, and that

they enjoy the physical blessings of
those to whom they bring great
spiritual blessings. Naturally, if the
members of the congregation are so
poor that they can barely exist, as
it were, then the pastor should also
be content to share the poverty of
those who have called him. But, on
the other hand, just as soon as the
Lord grants such poverty-stricken
members an increase in their earthly
wealth, they are to see to it that their
pastor also partakes of this increase.
And when the members of a congregation do this, they are not giving
the pastor %harity,” but they are fulfilling their Scriptural duty and obfigation.
M.L.N.
(to be continued)
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