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To show, on the basis of Scripture, what
true Christians are to believe and how, out
of love for their Savior Jesus Christ, they are
to lead godfy lives.

To demonstrate, by our Scriptural stand,
that our Concordia Lutheran Conference is not
a sect or a false church body but that the
congregations which form our Conference
comprise the true risible church on earth, not
denying, however, that there mq be others
unknown to us who truly share our Scriptural
position in. doctrine and practice and who also
rightly belong to the true Yisible church of
Christ.
To urge all who truly share our Scriptural
position in doctrine and practice to acknowledge our position openly and publicly in order
that we may recognize the blessed existence
of such God-given unity and that we may
then proceed to practice a God-pleasing church
fellowship with them by supporting each
other’s work with our prayers and personal
service as mutually acknowledged brethren in
the faith.
To show that we do not have among us a
mixture of divergent teachings but that we
are, by God’s grace, “perfectly joined together
in the same mind and in the same judgment.”
To set forth pertinent historical informa.
tion which has a bearing upon the Church
lnd to expose modern philosophical thought
and the so-called scientific theories which
contradict the Word of God.
To expose particularly the false teaching
and practice of the various so-called “Lutheran” church bodies by comparing their teaching and practice with what is plainly recorded
in the Word of God, in the Lutheran Confessions, and in the old orthodox Lutheran
writings.
To expose false teaching and
wherever it makes its appearance and
abreast of the current happenings
church world and among the nations
of the times,

practice
to keep
in the
as signs

To be truthful and factual in our reporting
and freely to correct any misinformation of
which we are not aware and which has been
called to our attention. Also to clarify any
information or statement of doctrine or practice which may be unclear to our readers or
which mav create a wrong impression.

The word, Epiphany, comes from
the Greek language. (the original
language of the New Testament)
and it means: bringing to light, showing, revealing, making kno-wn, ZXlilifestation, appearance, glorious display. This festival is celebrated especially because of the revealing or
manifestation of Christ to the Gentile
world. The Gospel lesson set apart
for this festival (Matt. 2:1-K!) presents to us the wise men from the East,
who were Gentiles of heathen origin,
wcrshiping the young child, Je,sus,
in the home of his parents in Bethlehem. This portion of Scripture proclaims the great truth that the Christ
Child is also for us who are Gentiles,
of heathen decent, and who are not
of the house of Israel according to
the flesh.

The Epiphany Season also shows
us how Jesus was manifested as the
Son of God and Savior of the world
by His teaching and by His miracles.
Not only Ynanifested by the star to
the sages from afar” but also

The festival of Epiphany always
occurs 12 days after Christmas. It
always falls on the 6th day of January
and the entire Ep:phany Season includes 1 to 6 Sundays depending upon
whether Easter is early or late.
The dat,e for Easter, of course,
coincides with the Old Testament
Passover for it was on Maundy Thursday (the Thursday befo,re Easter)
that our Lord ate the Pas.sover with
His disciples in the upper chamber
in Jerusalem. The Easter festival is
variable as far as its date is concerned
because its date is determined by the
appearance of the first full moon on

or after the 21st day of March. Easter
is always the first Sunday on or after
this fu!l moon.
If the reader looks at his calendar
he will observe that the first full
moon after the 2 1st day of March
is on March 24th. Easter will, theref ore, be celebrated on March 29th
which is much earlier than usual.
Because of the early appearance of
Easter this year the Epiphany Season
is quite short (only 2 Sundays) in
order to give sufficient time for the
6 Sundays in Lent and the 3 preparatory
Sundays prior
to As,h
Wednesday.
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Manifest at Jordan’s stream,
Prophet, Priest, and King Supreme,
And at Cana, Wedding Guest,
In Thy God-bead manifest.
Manifest in making whole
Palsied h&s
and fainting

soul;

Manifest in valiant fight
Quekling all he devil’s might.
Oh, may we praise Him, ever blest,
God in man made manifest, yes,
gloriously displaying Himself to us
in His Word as our only Savior
and precious Redeemer from sin and
-B
eternal death.

The festivals and seasons of the
Church Year should be of interest
to us because this arrangement dates
back to the times of the early Christian
Church and affords us a practical
method for the presentation of all
the chief doctrines of Holy Writ
in our sermons, Gospel and Epistle
-B
lessons, prayers and hymns.

The Bethlehem Star
The star which the wise men saw
in the East had been puzzlin,g to
those who are always endeavoring to
find a natural cause for the miraculous
happenings recorded in Holy Writ. In
1604 a noted astronomer by the name
of Kipler discovered a peculiar conjunction of 3 of the brightest stars.
These 3 stars joined themselves so
closely together that they appeared
as one star to the naked eye. At once
the news spread that the star which
the wise men beheld in the East had
been discovered.
Astronomers began to speculate
when the last conjunction of these
3 stars took place and they arrived
at the conclusion which they had
determined to reach at the outset,
namely, that a similar coiljunction
of stars appeared at the time of
Christ’s birth. Since then, books and
periodicals have time and again published articles asserting that the star
of Bethlehem was nothing but a natural phenomenon-that
it was sim-4-

ply a conjunction
stars.

of several bright

But what foolishness all such speculation is in the light of Scripture.
The Bible plainly demonstrates that
the Star of Bethlehem was completely
outside of the ordinary course of nature. Scripture makes it clear that
the star disappeared after the wise
men had seen it in the East and remained unseen all the while the Magi
were journeying to Jerusalem. The
star, then, most unexpectedly reappeared when they proceeded from
Jerusalem to Bethlehem and caused
them to “rejoice with exceeding great
joy.” Also, this star remained fixed
over a certain spot (“The star, which
they saw in the East, went before
them, till it came an.d stood over
where the, young child was.” Matt.
the natural stars are
2~9.) whereas
’
so far above us that they seem to
move with us wherever we go.
The star of Bethlehem was therefore
no ordin.ary star or conjunction of
bright stars but a special star which
God placed in the lower regions of
the atmosphere. It was like a torch
held aloft by the invisible hand of a
mighty angel of God to guide the
wise men to that house in which our
Christ Child was.
Lord, bid Thy Word within me
Shine as tbe fairest Star;
Keep sin and all false doctrine
Forever

f row me far.
me confess Thee

Help
truly
And with Thy Christendom
Here own Thee King and Savior
14nd in the world to come.
-B

THE HOLY FAMILY - A PATTERN
CHRISTIAN
FAMILIES
We are at present in the beautiful
season of Epiphany. In the Gospel
lessons appointed to be read on the
Sundays during this season we hear
about various appearances of the Lord
by which He manifested Himself
as the Son of God and the Savior
of the world. One of these is recorded
in Luke 2, 41-52. It is the story of the
U-year old Jesus in the temple. As
we observe Mary, Joseph, and the
Child in this account, we learn that
this holy family is a pattern for all
Christian families.
Living in Nazareth as a child,
Jesus followed the system of religious
instruction like every other Jewish
boy. At the age of 3 the Jewish child
learned simple prayers and some Bible
passages. At six the child was sent
to the synagogue school, and at the
age of 12 he became a son of the law,
that is, he was considered old enough
to be trained in the observance of
religious duties. This marked a turning point in his life.
When Jesus was 12 years old, his
parents took Him along to the feast
of the Passover at Jerusalem. Women
in Israel were not obligated to attend,
but Mary, being very pious and deeply
interested in these special religious
services, went along with her husband.
All families would do well to pattern themselves after this one. Serious minded parents realize that
parenthood brings with it great responsibilities. They recognize their
children as God’s gifts and realize
-5-

FOR ALL

their duty of rearing them “in the
nurture and admonition of the Lord.”
Eph. 6,4. It is not enough to train
children to be a credit to themselves
and their community. They must be
trained first to live to the glory of
God. In many homes such training
is lacking, and is it any wonder that
delinquency is on the rise in our
nation?
Joseph and Mary were greatly concerned about the spiritual and physical
well being of their child. They taught
by example and precept. In their hearts
God’s Word dwelt richly, and it alone
was the guiding light in their home.
Theirs was a Godfearing family, and
both parents and Jesus attended services in their local synagogue every
Sabbath. It is always better for parents
to go to church with their children
than to send them there. Too often
parents wait till the child is much
older, when all along, from the beginning, it could be learning through
eyes and ears as it observes the beauty
of God’s house, hears people sing and
pray, and watches the pastor preaching. Would that more families might
be drawn to the house of the Lord
where He is truly worshipped and
exalted as our ble,ssed Redeemer!
Let us resolve in this new year
that our homes will be truly CIhristcentered, where Godfearing parents
train their child ren in an atmosphere
of love and obedience to the Word
of God! May the children walk in
the ways of the Lord and gladly

and willingly obey those over them
in the home! May there be more diligent Bible reading in our homes,
more family devotions, and more faithful church attendance on the part
of all! “Blessed are they that hear
the Word of God and keep it.”
Luke 11, 28.
We, too, like the Lord must be
about our Father’s business: as parents
training our children in the One Thing
Needful and keeping them constantly
under the influence of the Truth,
and as children patterning ourselves
after the holy example of the Savior,
the model child. 0 what joy will
dwell in such homes where parents
and children grow in faith, in knowledge, and in godliness! There both
young and old will enjoy God’s blessings here in time and hereafter in
eternity. May yours be and remain
such a Christian home and family!
-0. w. s.

A

AN

EPIPHANY
FROM

QUOTATION
LUTHER

Regarding the wise men from the
East, Luther stated: “To find the
Child at all they had to obey the
Scriptures; these are the proper star
and sun which direct us to Christ.
Mark well this fact. If we would
come to this Child and find Him,
w.2 must not be guided by our thoughts
or by human reason, but must follow
the Word of God, and not turn from
it in the least. As soon as we lose
sight of the Word we go astray.
Wh oever departs from the Word
. * will certainly be mistaken and
hot find Christ. In this connection
we must also remember the great
blessing bestowed upoa the Gentiles.
God calls them also into the kingdom of Christ, and accepts them as
His people. In this we, who are of
Gentile origin, have a sure declaration that Christ came for us, and
that we can have Him as our Savior,
as well as the Jews, though we are
not of that people whom He called
His own.”
-

CORRECTION

A typographical error was made
in the article entitled: SURVEY OF
PASTORS
SALARIES,
which appeared in the December issue of the
Concordia Lutheran. Please correct
the sentence beginning in the 6th line
to read: “This survey disclosed that
the average cash income of clergymen is $4,432.00 per year with the
lowest salaries in New England and
the highest income in the Southwest.”
-Ed.
-6-

When they saw the star, they rejoiced with exceeding
great joy!

1 Corinthians 1: 10: “Now I beseech
you, brethren, by the name of our
Lord Jesus Christ, that ye all s,peak
the same thing, and that there be no
divisions among you; but that ye be
perfectly joined together in the same
mind and in the same judgment.”
Whoever wants to belong to the
One, true, invisible Church, he must
be an upright Christian, and whoever
wants to be a true Christian, he must
endeavor with all earnestness not only
to abstain from doing what God forbids, but also t,o do what God commands. But just as certain as this is, so
certain it is also that he, who wants to
belong to the true, invisible Church,
has the sacred duty, wherever he can,
to unite with a true-teaching visible
church. And that for this reason, because
it is precisely God’s clear and
distinct comnmnd. Accordin,g to God’s
Word a person namely should not
only carry the true faith in his heart
but also confc.~ it by word and deed.
Whoever, accordingly, wants to be1on.g to the true inv!sible Church, let
him publfclv acknowledge himself to
those who confess the faith of this
invisible Church. To this must now
yet be added the following: Just as
soon as the individual families of
Adam had split up into more families,
then also already we are informed:
“Then began men to call upon the
name of the Lord.” At this time God
established namely alongside of the
office of house-father the office of
the public preaching of I-Iis Word.

And from this time on not only has
God throughout all the millenniums
of this world’s existence mightily up
held this office, but also from time
to time always designated it anew as
His holy institution, placed His seal
upon it and confirmed it, and proclaimed His anger and displeasure
against all those. who would not accept and hear those preachers of His
holy and pure Word whom He had
called, sent, and installed.
Through
the establishment and
maintenance of the holy ministry, accordingly, God has clearly and definitely demonstrated that according to
His holy will there should not only
be an invisible kingdom of His children here on earth, but that there should
be on earth also a visible church:
visible, organized congregations in
who,;e midst HIS Word is publicly
preached in its truth and purity and
the seals of this Word, the Holy
Sacraments, are faithfully
and truly
adminis.tered according to His institution. According to God’s Will, therefore, not only should the Word of
God be proclaimed to all such in
the entire world who have not as Yet
heard it, but also everywhere, where
children of God live together, the
voice of the divine Gospel should
sound forth out of the mouth of a
preacher who has been duly called by
God, and around this true-teaching
ministry of the Word the children of
God should assemble and flock together under His banner and standard
as a fighting army of God.

From that moment on after God
had instituted the public ministry it
is now therefore no longer left to the
free choice of any person who wants
to be saved, to remain alone, to separate himself from the company of the
other confessors of the truth, and to
conduct his divine worship for him,self alone; but every one is bound
under penalty of God’s displeasure
to unite with that group where the
Word of the eternal God in orderly
ministry publicly sounds forth and
holds sway. Whoever, therefore, even
before Christ’s coming wanted to be
saved, he was obligated personally to
unite with the people of God, when
he could, and to take part in their
public services, or at any rate, to
confess himself with them with heart
and mouth as to God’s Church. For
that reason David testifies of himself: “I have hated the congregation
of evildoers . . . I compass thine altar,
0 Lord: that I may publish with the
voice of thanksgiving, and tell of all
thy wondrous works.” For that reason
Christ says: “If he neglect to hear
the church, let him be unto thee as an
heathen man and a publican.” And
when the Apostles on the first
Christian festival of Pentecost had
converted some three thousand souls,
then not only is it recorded of them:

of some is”; and: “No,~ I beseech
you, brethren, by the name of our
Lord Jesus Christ, that ye all speak
the same thing, and that there be no
divisions among you; but that ye be
perfectly joined together in the same
mind and in the same judgment.”
Who now, accordingly, can deny
that it is the sacred duty of all those
who want to hold membership in the
true invisible Church to unite also
with the true-teaching visible church,
since this is God’s direct command for
all times, binding until judgment day.
(Mel.:

Let Me Be Thine

Forever)

Thy Word be my confession
To this world’s sinful

race,

TbY servant, my profession,
Nor wealth nor power embrace
That might attempt to turn me
From Thy Truth sure and clear;
Nor sever me, I pray Thee,
From Thy church guth’ring here.
Amen.
Taegliche Hausandacht
C. F. W. Walther (Crull)
Translated by ELM.

“They continued steadfastly in the
apostles’ doctrine,” but also: “And
fellowship, and in breaking of bread,
and in prayer.” And when later on
this zeal threatened somewhat to die
out, then the Apostles admonished:
Let us “not” forsake ‘?the assembling
of ozlrselves together, as the manner
.. $ -
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THE PHYSICAL
(Adapted

SUPPORT OF THE SERVANTS
OF
THE WORD
- :

From

an Old German

The servants of the Word are the
pastors and teachers. Faithful
servants of the Word are a gift of God.
They do not simply come into existence of themselves, nor are they the
product of man’s training; it is God
who gives them, sends them, and
makes them fit for the Office of the
Min.istry. “Our sufficiency is of God;
who also hath made us able mi.nister;
of the New Testament,” writes the
Apostle Paul (2 Cor. 3: 5,6) . And
Jesus declares, Pray ye therefore the
Lord of the harvest, that He will
send forth labourers into His harvest.,, (Matt. 9:38) In his oommentary on the 15th chapter of 1st Corinthians Dr. Luther writes, “Here
you see that St. Paul calls a faithful
pastor a gracious gift from God;
that it is not the result of human
accomplishment or effort to make or
to be a pastor, even as it is not a
human thing to be a Christian and
will;ngly to hear the Word of God
preached, but rather a divine thing
and a pure heavenly gracious gift,
without and above, yea, even against
nature, which God alone in us works
without all our thoughts and efforts.
I am such a man (says Paul) who,
through God’s grace, have brought
~OLI the Gospel (even as I have received the same). I have been given
to you from God as a precious and
costly treasure. As such you are to
regard and honor me.” (Vol. VIII,
1124, No. 73) Luther writes more on
this subject in his commentary on the
-9-

Synodical

Essay)

5th, 6th, and 7th chapters of St.
Matthew. “Righteous and godly hearts
should hold their pastors and preachers in all honor, with all humility and
love for the sake of Christ and His
Word, greatly esteeming them as a
precious gift and treasure from God
far above all earthly treasures and
possessions.” (Vol. VII, 600, No. 44)
Since the Bible teaches that faithful pastors and teachers are the precious gifts of God, it is fitting that
we should devote some time to a
study of the thankfulness which we
Christians should show God for these
gifts. We shall use the following
two statements as guidelines:
1. The proper evaluation of the servants of the Word will result when we consider the nature of their position and
their service.
2. The
proper
evaluation
of the
servants of the Word will then show itself, among other things, in adequate
physical support.

Concerning the posit&z which the
servants of the Word occupy in the
Church, it is to be noted that they
are not lords. In the State there are
the rulers and the citizens. In the
Church this is not the case. “Ye
know that the princes of the Gentiles
exercise dominion over them, and they
that are great exercise authority upon
them. But it shall not be so among
you,” says Jesus to His disciples in
Matt. 20:25,26. And again, “One is
your Master, even Christ; and all
ye are brethren.” (Matt. 23:8) Whether a servant of the Word or a
layman, no Christian has any right,
on the basis of his own authority,

to make additiq’llal commandments
and then foist them upon others.
That also applies to all possessions,
spiritual as well as temporal. A servant of the \Vord is not lord over the
faith and conscience of the souls entrusted to him. The Apostle Paul
plainly declares, “Not for that we
have dominion over your faith, but
are helpers of your joy: four by faith
ye stand.” (2 Cor. 1: 24) In this
connection Dr. Walther
(the first
president of the Misqouri Synod)
writes, “If the pastors ruled over
the conscience, and not only preached
what they wanted, but even could
command what their congregations
were to believe, then it would be a
most deplorable and dangerous matter even for a congregation to call
a pastor; for th en salvation would
rest in the hand of one who is subject to error and sin. But praise be
to God, this is not the case. Paul
was a saint, called directly by Christ
Himself and endowed by God the
Holy Spirit with the greatest gifts,
and yet, how does Paul speak later
on when writing to the Corinthian
co,ngregation.? He says, ‘Not for that
we have dominion over your faith’.”
(Festklaenge 412)
In a similar manner a servant of
the Word or any Christian for that
matter, has no jurisdiction over the
temporal possessions of another. Indeed, the Apostles earnestly admonish
the Christians to contribute through
the mercy of God; in fact, explicit
directions are even found in the Scriptures for systematic giving. The
Apostle exhorts in I Cor. 16:2, “Upon
-lO-

the first day of the week let every one
of you lay by him in store, as God
hath prospered him, that there be
no gatherings when I come.” Note,
however, that the Apostle does not
say HOW MUCH they should give.
And in 2 Cor. 8:8, “I speak not by
commandment, but by occasion of
the forwardness of others, and to
prove the sincerity of your love.”
Those servants of the Word are to be
highly esteemed who in contrast to
the “belly-servers” do not on the
basis o,f their own authority lay an
additional yoke upon the Christians
by arbitrarily demanding their earthly
possessions from them.
On the other hand, let us not
forget that the servants of the Word
are not stav,,os.When the Lord says,
‘Ye are bought with a price; be
not ye the servants of men,” (I Cor.
7:23) that also applies to the servants of the Word. St. Paul says,
“F:r do I now persuade men, or
God? or do I seek to please men?
for if I yet pleased men, I should
not be the servant of Christ.” (Gal.
Z: 13) The servants of the Word
arc not “doormats” upon wh’ch the
members of the congregation are to
wipe their feet. The congregation is
n.ot to play the role of a “pope”
over against the pastor by dictating,
for example, what he is and what he
is not to preach to accord with th.,p
whims of their sinful flesh. “As the
members of a truly Lutheran congregation should have and possess the
freedom to reject everything which
does not agree with the Word of
God, so also the pastor of such a

congregation should have the freedom to preach every teaching revealed in the Word of God. While
the pastors are servants of the cungregations, they are also servants of God
and as such they are to serve their
congregations in all things whereunto

their heavenly Lord and Master has
commissioned them. Woe unto them,
if they become the slaves of men by
fearing and pleasing men instead of
God!”
(Northwestern
Proceedings,
1879, p.62)
MLN
to be continued

No, There Are Not Too Many of Us!
Julian Huxley, biologist and first
director-general of the United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization, has written an article
in the December issue of the Readers’
Digest, entitled, rrAre There Too
Many of Us?”
The author minces no words in
setting forth his position. “As an
evolutionist, I would forecast that
a doubling of present human members
will mean a reversal of this progressive trend. The world’s population
will be less well nourished and developed physically and will have refor enjoyment
duced opportunities
and fulfilln~ent,”
declares Huxley.
“Fewer and better children” is Huxley’s principle. “Once we bring human
quanity under some degree of control,
we can make a beginning with the improvement of human quality.” The
solution which Huxley offers is no
less astonishing. “It would obviously
be best to have this general policy
of population control supported by
a large majority at the U.N.; but
if this proved impossible, it would
be better than nothing to have adherence to such a policy proclaimed
by even a group of nations-a
new
- ll-

kind of NATO concerned with population instead of defense.”
Huxley is not the first man who
has worried about future population.
In 1798, Thomas Robert Malthus,
a British economist, wrote rrAn Essay
on the Principles of Population as
It Affects the Future Improvement
of Society.” Malthus took the gloomy
view that population, if unchecked,
tends to increase much faster than
the fo0.d supply.
Every Christian knows from the
Word of God that it is the Lord
who grantr children. “Lo, children
are an heritage of the Lord: and the
fruit of the womb is His reward.
-As arrows are in the hand of a mighty
man, so are the children of the youth.
Happy is the man that hath his quiver
full of them.” (Ps. 127:3-5) Since
it is the Lord who grants children,
how can it be possible for Him to
grant “too” many.? Besides, God not
only grants life, but He also preserves
all creatur~es. “0 Lord, Thou preservest man and beast,” declares the
Psalmist. (Ps. 36: 6) And again, “The
eyes of all wait upon Thee; and Thou
givest them their meat in due season.
Thou openest Thine hand and sat-

isfiest the desire of every living thing.
(Ps. 145:15,16) On the basis of the
Word of God there can only be one
correct answer, therefore, to Huxley’s
question, and that is - No, there are
not too many of us!

who have been proved guilty beyond
doubt by plain and factual evidence.
The law-abiding citizens pay their
taxes that they might live in peace
and safety and receive the protection
of the government against the lawless but, instead of the upright citizen
being protected, the criminal himself
is protected from his deserved punishment.
Someone has said that many courts
no longer regard the gross wickedness
of the crime and the severity of the
punishment which such a crime deserves, but rather approach the criminal with the sentiment: “0 you poor
man, you really need help.” A battery
of psychologists and psychiatrists are
then called in to determine the amount
of help which the man needs. Instead
of the death sentence pronounced upon a murderer it is fast becoming
the custom in our country to impose
a life sentence with tXe strong possibility of parole after several years
in a prison where the man (or
woman) enjoys many modern conven’ences and entertainment.
But for what purpose has God
ordained the government? The Bible
makes it very clear that the purpose
of the government is “for the punishment of evil doers, and for the praise
of them that do well” (I Pet. 2: 13,14)
and that the ,government “beareth
not the sword in vain; for he (the
civil ruler) is the minister of God,
a revenger to ex,ocute wrath upon him
that doeth evil.” (Rom. 13:1-4). The
Scriptural principle in favor of the
death penalty for murderers is also
stated very plainly in Genesis 9:6:

CHRISTIRNITY
I’MI
CAPITAL
PUnlSHillEl-lT
The social thinking of many of
the governors, magistrates and other
state and national government officials of our day is basically against
capital punishment and in favor of
an elaborate rehabilitation
program
even for those who have committed
the most heinous crimes. Our penal
institutions, they claim, are not to
be places of punishment but institutions which maintain modern living
units and up-to-date educational and
entertainment facilities. The electric
chair, the gas chamber, and the gallows are considered barbaric and should
be disposed of; one governor even
stated, after commuting the death
sentence pronounced upon a murderer, that the death penalty is “against the principles of Christianity.”
This line of thought has been followed to such an extent that prison
inmates have even successfully gone
on strike in favor of better living
conditions, the crime wave has increased throughout the nation and
juvenile delinquency
is fourishing.
Death sentences have been commuted
or else not even imposed upon murderers and other viscious criminals
-12-

“Whoso sheddeth man’s blood, by
man shall his blood be shed,” and in
Matthew 25: 52: “All they that take
the sword shal! perish with the sword.”
The attitude prevalent today regarding the renunciation of capital
punishment or any kind of punishment, for that matter, is an ubvious
1 1
throwback from a little over a decade
ago when the United States was
swept with the silly notion set forth
by numerous psychologists that children should not be spanked because
a spanking would certainly harm
their personality, corrupt their mental
attitude, endanger their psychological
growth and development and hinder
self-expression. Recently many noted
psycholo&
have become aware that
such a notion is foolish and are again
encouraging a spanking as often as
needed and helpful in the consistent
training of the child. In this respect
Christian parents should especially be
mindful of what Scripture has to say
also on this matter: Ye that sparet!l

his rod hateth his son: but he that
loveth him chasteneth him betimes”
(Prov. 13:24) ; ‘Chasten thy son
while there is yet hope, and let not
thy soul spare for his crying” (Prov.
19: 18) ; “Foolishness is bound in the
heart of a child; but the rod of correction driveth it far from him” (Prov.
22: 15) ; “Withold not correction from
the child: for if thou beastest him
with the rod, he shall not die. Thou
shalt beat him with the rod, and shall
d.eLver his soul from hell” (Prov.
23: 13-14).
Certainly spankings on the part of
parents and the punishment o’f criminals on the part of the government
are not at all contrary to C%:tian
principles but are in full accord with
the teachings of God in His Word.
CatCommandment,
(cf. Fourth
echism, pp. 64-66). May God, in His
grace and mercy, aid parents and
government officials to recognlr!e th? r
God-given dutie: and respcnsibilit’.es
-Ed.
more fully.

The Steady Degeneration
“A little leaven leaveneth the whole
lump.” (Gal. 5:9) Th is is precisely
what has happened and is continuing
to happen in the Missouri Synod.
Not only has false doctrine gained
the upper hand in that once staunch
church-body, but also the ungodly
and immoral ways of the world are
now being openly condoned by many
pastors and congregations of that
Synod.
As proof w e offer the following

of the Missouri
article
Jourml,
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taken

from

the

Synod!
Milwaukee

Nov. 22, 1958:

“Clergymen
of
Lutheran
the
Church-Missouri
Syn0.d in the
St.
Louis area say that social dancing
for young Lutherans is permissible if
‘properly
supervised’.
“It should not be allowed
under
conditions ‘which provide easy opportunity for engaging in immoral acts,’
they said.
“The
statement,
adopted
by the
St. Louis Pastoral conference,
representing
about
80 congregations
in
the area, liberalized
to a degree the
Synod’s traditional
stand, which held

that social dancing was immoral , . e
Adopted
after a year’s study, the
resolution
of the St. Louis pastors
said that social dancing was permissible at limited times and in certain
places, specifically
in schools and in
private
homes, if approved
by the
parents. The pastors opposed dancing
in parish houses.
“Their statement said ‘a difference
exists in types and settings of dancing’,”

The traditional Lutheran position
has been that the modern worldly
dance is a sin! This is the position
of the true Lutheran Church NOT
because it is the traditional position
of the founding fathers of the. Lutheran Church, but rather because
it goes back for its foundation to
the Word of God itself. The Lord
says, “F&e fornication.”
(1 Cor. 6:
18) PrFlee also youthful lusts.” (2
Tim. 2:22) “Th ou shalt not commit
adultery.” (Matt. 19: 18) On the basis of these and similar passages the
Missouri Synod formerly held that
the modern worldly dance was sinful because of the embrace between
persons of the opposite sex. The
official periodical of the Missouri
Synod stated in 1920, “The modern

dance is itself essentially indulgence in
fleshly lust, and those who participate are guilty of an immoral practice.” (Lutheran Witness, No. 18)
And the Missouri Synod’s “Lutheran
Annual” of 1927 had this to say,
“In close contact and to the tune of
soul-intoxicating music the giddy whirl
goes on into the wee hours, of the
mornin,g. Now, if the close contact,
this warm embrace, this cheek-to-cheek
dancing, does not kindle the fires of
evil lust and passion, what will? The
real pleasure of the dance consists
in the excitement of sexual passion.”
And Dr. C.F.W. Walther, the first
president of the Missouri Synod, wrote
a splendid pamphlet on the modern
worldly dance in which he pointed
out, that “whoever takes part in the
worldly dance sins against the Sixth
Commandment, the Commandment of
chastity.”
How sad to btehold the Missouri
Synod as it begins to take its place
on the same platform with the many
modernistic and worldly churches of
M.L.N.
our day!

GOD IS LOVE
.I

God is the very source of love. (Actually, the terms rmrcy, love, grace,
ptience, long-mf f ering, are synonymous) . Holy Scripture states very
plainly that God is love. I John 4: 8. Discuss the differences between
G&s love ancl cur love.

II

The Lord revealed His love already in
1 and 2; Ps. 139:14. Also in the work
also Catechism p. 9) Deut. 8:2-4; Mark
very day still richly provides for all of

the creation of the world. Gen.
of preservation. Ps. 36:6; (see
6:35-44. Show that God to this
us.

III

What benefit would all these physical manifestations of God’s love be
to us, if it were not for the great love of God in Christ Jesus our Savior!
I John 4:9; John 3:16; John 15: 13. What earthly father would send his
only beloved son, who was accustomed to a luxurious and comfortable
life, into conditions where dirt and filth existed to such an extent that
it would be unfit for a human being to live there? What did God the
Father do? Gal. 4~4~5; Luke 18:32,33; Gal. 3:13; Matt. 27:27-30;
Luke 23:35-39; Rom. 5:6-g.

IV

How radiantly the love of God shines forth when we consider that
we have in no wdy deserved God’s love. Eph. 2:3; Rom. 3123; 5: 12;
I Cor. 4:7; Phil. 2:13. What love the Lord has bestowed upon us! He,
the almighty God, has led us misera.ble and unworthy sinners to a saving
knowledge of Jesus, our Savior, so that we believe and trust, rejoice
and take comfort in Him.

V

God loves d/l men.
A. God wants all men to accept the Lord Jesus in true faith and then
finally to enter into the everlasting joys of heaven. I Tim. 2:4;
2 Pet. 3~9.
B. God loves the sinner and therefore does not always punish immediately
but grants the sinner ample time to repent.
1. The Lord waited 120 years before He sent the Flood that sinners
would turn from their wicked way and live. Gen. 6: 3; I Pet. 3: 20.
2.

The fact thar the Last Day has not come is due to God’s great love
for sinners. 2 Pet. 3: 1 ff; 2 Cor. 6:2.

3. What must we even say about such catastrophes as earthquakes,
floods, wars, etc.?
XL

The devil tries to make LB believe that God does not love us. I Pet. 5:8.
Such thoughts come to us especially when we must endure afflication,
persecution and sickness.
A. God’s \Vord instructs LIS that the cross reveals God’s love toward
us. Heb. 1216-10; I Cor. 11:32.
B. The crosses which we Christians must bear, are ALW’AYS
own good. Rom. 8:28.
- 15 -
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C. The cross belongs to the ways and means by which God leads us
Christians through this wo,rld of misery and sin into eternal life.
Acts 14 122.
D. Our crosses,help us to be heavenly-minded instead of earthly-minded.
Cal. 3:l ff.
VII

God’s love mr~t be ref kected in His
John 15:12,17; I Pet. 1:22.

children.

I John 4: 7,11, 19-21;

A. We should love all men, even our enemies. ILZatt. 5:43-48; Luke
10~30-37. And, ab ove all, we should love those who are of the household of faith. Gal. 6:9,1O.
B. Our love for one another can be revealed in many ways. Rom. 12~13;
84.0. List some.
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