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To show, on the basis of Scripture, what
true Christians are to believe and how, out
of love for their Savior Jesus Christ, they are
to lead godly lives.

To furnish aids for Bible study and articles
for Scriptural devotion and meditation.

OF THE

CONCORDIA

Statement

To demonstrate, by our Scriptural stand,
that our Concordia Lutheran Conference is not
a sect or a false church body but that the
congregations which form our Conference
comprise the true risible church on earth, not
denying, however, that there may be others
unknown to us who truly share our Scriptural
position in doctrine and practice and who also
rightly belong to the true risible. church of
Christ.
To urge all who truIy share our Scriptural
position in doctrine and practice to acknowledge our position openly and publicly‘ in order
that we may recognize the blessed ‘existence
of such God-given unity and that we may
then proceed to practice a God-pleasing church
fellowship with them by supporting each
other’s work with our prayers and personal
service as mutuaIIy acknowledged brethren in
the faith.
To show that we do not have among us a
mixture of divergent teachings but that we
are, by God’s grace, “perfectly joined together
in the same mind and in the same judgment.”
To set forth pertinent historical informa.
tion which has a bearing upon the Church
lnd to expose modern philosophical thought
und the so-called scientific theories which
contradict the Word of God.
To expose particularly the, false teaching
and practice of the various so-called “Lutheran” church bodies by comparing their teaching and practice with what is pIainly recorded
in the Word of God, in the Lutheran Confessions, and in the old orthodox Lutheran
writings.
To expose false teaching and
wherever it makes its appearance and
abreast of the current happenings
church world and among the nations
of

practice
to keep
in the
as signs

the times.

To be truthful and factual in our reporting
and freely to correct any misinformation of
which we are not aware and which has been
called. to our attention. Also to clarify any
information or statement of doctrine or prac.
tice which may be unclear to our readers or
which mav create a wrong impression,

This beautiful season of the year
should always remind us of the wonders of God’s creation. How often we
find ourselves taking this, as well as
the other seasons of the year, for
granted. By our close association with
the wonders of Spring we often lose
our wonderment at the new life which
errupts about us on every side: trees,
flowers and shrubs budding, blossoming and leafing out; birds nesting,
hatching and raising their fledglings;
animals coming out of hibernation to
repeat the cycle of life in accordance
with the original blessing of God,
“Be fruitful and multiply.”
So wonderful are the marvels of
God’s creation that the pagans worship the creatures of God rather than
the Creator. But for the Christian the
creation about us is simply a marvelous demons,tration of God’s great
wisdom and power.
The evolutionists extol the wonders
of nature but discredit God entirely
by ascribing to everything a natural
cause and a gradual development process-even though their theories have
floundered in endless contradictions.
The Christian? however, knows that
the record of creation in Genesis is
true and reliable in every respect as
the verbally inspired VVord of God
who was before the mountains were
brought forth or the earth and the
world had its existence.
Since God’s great wisdom, power
and might are manifest in the creation
of the things ab,out us, how certain we
can be that He is truly able to defend
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us against all danger, guard and protect us from all evil and, after our
bodies have been laid in the grave,
raise them again unto life eternal,
When. we take note of God’s power
in His creation we may also be completely without doubt about all the
things which God ,promises in His
Word, especially such promises as the
forgiveness of sins and eternal salvation through the Savior’s substitional
obedience to the divine Law. and His
innocent suffering and death on .the
cross for all mankind. The heaven, the
earth, the sea, and all that is in them
prove that ‘nothing is so difficult or
so impossible that God could not
bring it about!
The bursting forth of new life in
the realm of nature during the season
of Spring also reminds the Christian
of the Savior’s resurrection from the
dead: Thus our Easter lillies and the
beautiful bouquets of fresh blossoms
which adorn the altars in our houses
of worship should focus our attention
upon the living Savior and proclaim to
us the glad tidings: “He is risen
indeed!”
As the fragrance of Spring, teaming with new life and vitality, is a
constant reminder of our Savior’s
resurrection, so also it cheers the
Christian with the sweet hope of the
resurrection of the bodies of all true
believers in Christ to a life of eternal
bliss on the Last Day. The blossoms
which beautify the funeral service of
one wh.0 has fallen asleep in Jesus
and the flowers which we place upon
the graves of our loved o,nes demonstrate our faith in the resurrection of

the body. Scripture compares the
burial of the dead body of a Christian
to the planting of seed into the ground
which decays and rots but then springs
forth into a pleasant plant. So also
the body of the Christian will rise
and glory,
in supreme perfection
fashioned like unto the bxly of our
beloved, risen and living Savior. These
and many similar Scriptural thoughts
may course through the Christian’s
mind as he ponders the wonders of
Spring. -B.

The glorious festival of Easter is
past. But is the joy and peace of that
great day still in our hearts, or has
it diminished or even vanished? God
forbid that the news of Christ’s victory affect us only temporarily. The
spirit of Easter should linger in our
hearts and lives constantly. It should
deepen our conviction that Jesus is
the Son of God and that our faith in
Him is built on solid foundation. It
should quiet our fears and cares in
the knowledge that He has redeemed
us from all the enemies of our soul.
It should fill us with new zeal and
courage for the tasks and obligations
FROM DR. MARTIN LUTHER
that are ours as His followers. If
Easter has done this for you, then you
“If we desire to be true Christians,
are enjoying the precious treasures
it is necessary for us firmly to estabthe resurrection
offered
through
lish in our hearts through faith this triumph.
article, that Christ, who bore our sins
In John 20: 11-18 we learn what the
first Easter Day did for Mary Magupon the cross and died in payment
for them, arose again from the dead dalene. When she and other women
had found the grave empty, she was
for our justification. The more firmconvinced that enemy hands had
ly we believe this, the more will our
stolen the body and hurried to tell
hearts rejoice and be comforted. For Peter and John. After some time she
it is impossible not to be glad when returned to the tomb and stood outwe see Christ alive, a pure and beautiside, sobbing brokenheartedly. As she
looked into the sepulchre, she saw
ful being, who before, on account of
two angels, who asked her “Woman,
our sins, was wretched and pitiable
why weepest thou?” She replied, “Bein death and in the grave. We are
cause they have taken away my Lord,
now convinced that our transgressions
and I know not where they have laid
are removed and forever put away.”
him.”
-From
Luther’s Sermons on the
At that moment, probably hearing
a footstep, she turned around, and
Gospels, Vol. II.
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there stood the Lord, but in her deep
grief she did not recognize Him. He
asked her, “Woman,
why weepest
thou? Whom seekest thou?” Thinking
He was the caretaker, the only person
who would likely be in this place at
so early an hour, she responded, “Sir,
if thou have borne him hence, tell
me where thou hast laid him. and I
will take him away.” This, griefstricken woman is so concerned about
the body of her Lord that she is ready
to find it ,and take it away, even
though it would be too heavy for her
to carry alone.
The risen Lord now speaks to her
and says only one word, her name:
Mary! Thereby He reveals Himself
to her. That well-known voice changed
all her feelings of grief, dispelled all
sorrow in her heart, and filled her
with true Easter joy and peace. She
turns to Him and gives expression to
her faith with a word of highest respect: “Rabboni,” that is, my great
Master! Now she realized that all His
statements concerning His death and
resurrection were fulfilled. Her faith
is strong again.
Jesus still speaks to men through
His precious Word. His empty tomb
is a pledge to us that His Word is
true and His promises never fail.
Those are to be pitied who regard Him
merely as a great Man and have not
accepted Him as their Savior, who
says, “I am the Resurrection and the
Life.” Because of His triumph over
the grave all men should look to Him
and say, Rabboni, Master! For those
who make that sincere confession it is
always Easter, no matter what the

circumstances in life, no matter what
trial or grief surrounds them. The
risen Lord stands near and calls them
by name to reassure and comfort
them, even as He did Mary Magda1ene.
When Mary in her great joy wanted to touch the Lord and cling to
Him, He forbade her, for the time
of intimate companionship here on
earth was now past. He must prepare
for His ascension, and meanwhile
Mary is to report to the disciples what
she had seen and heard. Although
she told them of her experience, the
eleven continued in their grief over
the Lord’s death until He appeared
to them personally. Go and tell! That
Easter command applies to us also.
As we have opportunity, let us also
confess the risen Lord by word and
deed so that others might become His
brethren and God’s dear children!
What has Easter done for you?
Has it strengthened your faith? Has
it quieted your fears so that you place
all your cares on Him who rose from
the dead? Has it filled your heart
with the earnest desire to love and
serve your Savior with all your talents
and gifts? If so, then Easter has been
of real blessing to you. May the
triumphant
Lord preserve in our
hearts the peace of Easter and the
hope of heaven!
-0.w.s.
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BACK ISSUES
We have had many requests for back
issues of our periodical.
These issues
will be priced as follows:
Issues of current

year

-----we

An additional
five cents
previous year.

.20

for each

THE WORD OF GOD
IS MORE RELIABLE THAN OUR SENSES
Sometime during the week after
Easter the disciples eagerly told Thomas that Jesus was alive; that they
had seen Him and had heard Him
speak. However, in spite of the words
of his fellow disciples whose truthfulness he had never before questioned,
Thomas emphatically declares: %xcept I’ shall see in his hands the print
of the nails, and put my finger into
the print of the nails, atid thr&t my
hand into his side, I will not believe.”
The proof which Thomas demanded
‘for the resurrection of Christ was of
the most conclusive t+e. He would
not’ be satisfied merely with seeing the
Mast&, but he also deemed it necessary
to ‘back Up his sense of sight with his
sense of touch -he must feel the
wounds in the Savior’s body. How
-great his soul was beset with the
~melancholy gloom of doubt!
Jesus, of course, was fully aware
of the words of Thomas and of his
unbelief. He therefore appeared again
to His disciples on the following Sun‘day ‘in order that he might convince
Thomas, that He was alive and make
him a proper witness of the resurrection. After His familiar words of
greeting, “Peace be unto you”, Jesus
at once turns to Thomas and reminds
His doubting disciple .of the conditions
wh.ich he had made before he would
believe that Jesus had risen from. the
dead: “Reach hither thy finger, and
b&id my hands; .and reach h-ither
thy hand, and thrust it into my side.”
He then adds- the gentle but impressive

warning: “Be not faithless, but bel.ieving!” By the Word of the Lord,
Thotias’ faith returns and is greatly
strengthened. In adoration and love
he exclaims: “My Lord and my God!”
Then, by means of another gentle
reproof, Jesus teaches an important
1esson: “Thomas, because thou hast
seen Me, thou hast believed: blessed

are rhey tht have not seen, and Iyet
have believed.”
Though we are not permitted to
see Jesus with our bodily eyes or
touch Him with our fingers, yet our
faith is not a ,“blind faith;” it is not
a faith without basis or foundation.
Our faith is based upon a foundation
which far surpasses anything and
everything in this world; which far
surpasses even that which we observe
with our eyes or perceive with our
senses. A serious mistake, indeed, is
made by those people who declare
that a person must first have a certain feeling or emotional experience
before he is able to believe. True
faith simply trusts in the infallible
Word of God and is content without
seeing or feeling as Thomas required.
Through the Word of God we have
blessed communion with our Lord.
Through the Word He comes to us
and lives in us and we in Him. In
the Word we receive the full riches
of His grace and benediction. Thus
we have forgiveness, peace, joy, lasting comfort, and a sure and certain
hope -all resting on the solid foundation of God’s own Word.
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Along this line of thought we have
the following gem from the pen of
Dr. Martin Luther: “If you want to
judge according to what you see and
feel and, when the Word of God is
set before you, want to pit your feeling against it and say: You tell me
much; but my heart speaks a different language, and if you felt what I
feel, you, too, would speak differently-then you do not have the Word
of God in the heart but have quenched and extinguished it by your own
thoughts, reason, and brooding. In
short, if you will not let the Word
mean more to you than all your feeling, eyes, senses, and heart, you must
be lost, and there is no further help
for you. For we are concerned with
an article of faith, not an article of
your reason or wisdom or human
power and ability.
ttTherefore you must judge solely
according to the Word in this manter, irrespective of what you feel and
see. I, too, feel my sin and the Law
and the devil on my neck. I feel that
I lie under these as under a heavy
burden. But what should I do? Should
I argue according to such feeling and
my own ability. 3 In that case I and
all men would have to despair and
perish. If, however, I want to be
helped, I must assuredly turn about,
look to the Word, and say: I do indeed feel God’s wrath, the devil,
death, and hell; but the Word speaks
differently to me. It tells me that I
have a gracious God through Christ,
who is my Lord over the devil and
all creatures. I: feel and see Dlainly
that I and all men must sink into

the grave and there decay. But the
Word speaks differently
to me. It
tells me that I shall rise in great
glory and live forever.” (What Luther
Says. p. 1215 and 1216.) -B.

1 Peter 3: 8: ‘(Be ye all of one mind.”
If there ever was a time in which
it i.s necessary that a person above
all understand wherein the unity really consists which the church, according
to God’s Word, should cultivate in its
midst and after which it should strive,
it is the present time. While, indeed,
union, unity, church peace are the
watchwords which are on the lips of
thousands upon thousands and which
serve as the most popular subject matter of practically all religious magazines, still, what, as a general rule, is
the unity about which there is so
much talk and what is sought at the
present time ? The church peace which
men are seeking to establish in our
d ay, briefly stated, consists in this:
that one should once for all time stop
arguing and fighting about the differences of faith; that one should quietly
without criticism leave everyone to his
own belief, be silent about the errors
of our fellow Christians, or at least
only set oneself against the more gross
departures from God’s Word, forget
about the difference in faith, extend
a brotherly hand, unite oneself to ooze
big community church, everywhere
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attend one community worship service,
celebrate the feast of reconciliation
with the Lord’s Supper, fight together
against gross unbelief, work together
for the up-building of God’s kingdom, in short, let love alone rule and
it should be left up to God whether
at that time He wants to work unity
in faith and doctrine. Now it is, indeed’ true: this is a unity which appeals to the mind and heart of natural
man. This is a unity as the world has
it in its midst or at least would like
to have it. But should that be the
unity to which God’s Word so often
and so urgently exhorts the church?
Far from it! This is nothing less than
a sham unity. That cannot be called
uniting the church, but despdiring of
the unity of the church and resigning
oneself to the proposition that here
on earth no true peace can be established. That cannot be called healing
the wounds of the church, but rather
only binding up the festering sores
so that they cannot be seen, although
they then force themselves inwardly
the more deeply into the heart and
marrow. That cannot be called placing
the stones into the walls. of the church,
making a firmly built ediface, but
rather covering the newly formed gaps
with a thin layer of mortar so that
the entire building must finally the
more certainly and the more completely fall together into wreck and ruin.
No, it is an entirely different unity
which the church, according to God’s
Word, should cultivate and which it
should pursue. rrBe ye all of one
MIND.,”
the Apostle calls out to
Christians. Accordingly, the first thing

in which true Christian and church
unity should consist is the one mindedness. Its unity should have its
foundation and its root, accordingly,
within, in the heart, i.n the spirit of
the Christian. But if among Christians
their entire mind should be the same,
then they should also have the same
faith in all matters which pertain to
the salvation of the soul, the same
principles, the same judgment, the
same hope. For as a person believes, the
kind of principles he has, as he thinks,
judges, and hopes, thus he is minded.
What the one recognizes to be true in
matters of faith, that also the other
should recognize as true; the principles which the one follows in these
matters, these also the other should
have; what the one thinks and judges
regarding these matters, that also the
other one should think and judge
concerning them; what the one hopes,
that also the other should hope.
Still the Apostle also adds: CrSeek
peace and pursue it.” From this we
see: out of the root of the one faith
there should among Christians then
spring forth also. the tree with its buds
and fruit of one hearty, zealous brotherly love; on the foundation of the
o?ze truth which they have won for
themselves, there should then be established a mutual working together in
peace.
That is the unity which the church
should cultivate in its midst: first
it should be one in mind, and then
unity in the works should follow;
first it should be one in faith, and
then unity in love should follow; first
it should be one in doctrine which it
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recognizes from the heart to be the
right one, and thereupon the unity in
confession by mouth should follow;
first it should be one in the conviction
of the truth, and thereupon unity in
peaceful living should follow; first
it must be one in its hopes, and thereupon should follow unity in brotherly
practice according to the one objective.
First the church should be one heart
and one soul, and then in this one
spirit it should with on.emouth praise
God the Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ, and all members as parts of

THE PHYSICAL
(Adapted

living body give each other ‘a
helping hand, and, at the same time,
as one battle-array strive and do battle
against the common foe.

one

Oh, keep us in Thy Word,, we prq;
The guile and rage of Satun stay!
Oh, mny Thy mercy neyer cease!
Give concord, putience, courage,
pecrce.Amen.
(Lutheran

Hymnal:

282)

Taegliche Hausandacht
C. F. W. Walther (Crull)
Translated

by ELM.

SUPPORT OF THE SERVANTS
OF THE ‘WORD
From

an Old German

What prompts the servants of the
Word to enter the Office of the Ministry? It does not offer a life of comfort and ease. Can it be perhaps the
large salaries? Hardly, since the true
servants of the Word would be far
better off mnterially in other occupations.
mt
1
1 he tYz!e preachers of the Gospel
are not in the Ministry because of
personal advantage and luxurious living* Such is the case only with the
“belly-servers.” St. Paul tells us that
these false prophets “subvert whole
houses, teaching things which they
ought not, for filthy lucre’s sake.”
(Titus 1~11) And the Apostle Peter
admonishes the pastors, “Feed the
flock of God which is among you,
taking the oversight thereof? not by
constraint, but willingly; not for filthy

Synodicol

Essay)

lucre, but of a ready mind.”
5:2)

(I Pet.

Nor do the servants of the Word
seek the Office of the Ministry because of the honor of this Office.
While the Lord does, indeed, honor
His servants very highly by calling
them into this highest Office in the
Church; yet, in the world the true
servants of the Word are despised.
Whwver wants to ,gain the honor of
the world will have to seek that honor
within the sphere of the State and
politics, in science and the arts, or in
industry and the business world. The
servants of Jesus recognize the “honor
of the world” as one of the most
vicious sins in the Church. They look
to the example of their Lord and
Master who said, ‘rAnd I seek not
mine own glory . . . If I honour My
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self, My honour is nothing.” (John
8r50,54) They earnestly take to heart
the warning of the Savior, “How can
ye believe, which receive honour one
of another, and seek not the honour
that cometh from God only?” (John
5:44)
In this connection we point to the
words of Dr. Luther as quoted in
Christian Dogmatics by Drl Pieper,
“If you feel and think that you know
it all and are tickled with your own
booklets, your teaching and writing,
as if you had produced something very
precious and had preached admirably,
and it pleases you much to be praised
before others, yes, even expect such
praise, so that you do not become
depressed and lose interest: if you have
that sort of a pelt, my friend, then
take hold of your ears; and if you
grab right, you will find a fine pair
of large, long, shaggy ass’s ears; then
risk the full cost and decorate yourself with golden bells, so that, whereever you walk, people can hear you,
point you out, and say: ‘Look, look!
There goes that wonderful creature
that can write such fine books and
deliver such eloquent sermons.’ Then
you are happy, and superhappy in
heaven; ay, where the fire of hell is
prepared for the devil and his angels!”
(Vol. I, p. 190) This very vivid admonition of Luther is directed against
those preachers who feel inclined to
seek their own honor and glory in
the Ministry.
If men are to enter into the Office
of the Ministry and not quickly become discouraged, then a far different incentive is necessary on their

part. Love, love to Christ their Savior
and Master, must be the motive! For
without it no one is really qualified
for service in the Lord’s Kingdom.
When Jesus appeared to His disciples
for the third time, and after He had
eaten with them, He said to Simon,
Peter, ‘Simon, son of Jonas, Covert
thou Me more than these? He saith
unto Him, Yea, Lord; Thou knowest
that I love Thee. He saith unto him,
Feed My lambs. He saith to him again
the second time, Simon, son of Jonas,
lovest thou Me? He saith unto him,
Yea, Lord; Thou knowest that I love
Thee. He saith unto him, Feed My
sheep. He saith unto him the third
time, Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou
Me? Peter was grieved because He
said unto him the third time, Lovest
thou Me? And he said unto Him,
Lord, Thou knowest all things; Thou
knowest that I love Thee. Jesus saith
unto him, Feed My sheep.” (John
2 1: 15-l 7) Above all things, there
must be found in the heart of every
true servant of the Word sincere love
for the Savior. This is plainly evident from Jesus’ threefold question
to Simon Peter, “Lovest thou Me?”
Secondly, love for the souls which
God has entrusted to him, should
prompt the servant of the Word to
apply himself diligently to the work
in the Ministry. For his example he
has the serving love of his b,elove-_t
Shepherd. “Christ
also loved the
Church, and gave Hmself
for it.”
(Eph. 5:25) With what loving zeal
the Savior worked in seeking the erring and the lost, in caring for the
weak, the poor and the suffering!
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And “having loved His own which
were in the world, He loved them unto the end.” (John 13: 1) He was unchangeable in His love. “Hereby perceive we the love of God, because
He ..laid down His life for us.” (I
John 3: 16) With His love Jesus enkindled the hearts of His disciples
to love Him in return. “We love Him,
because He first loved us.” (I John
4: 1.9) And their love for one another
is the bond which unites all of the
disciples of Jesus and makes them
willing to expend themselves in servin,g one another. “And this commandment have we from Him, That he who
.loveth God love his brother also.”
(I John 4121) “And we ought to lay
down our lives for ‘the brethren.”
(I John 3:16)
In accord with this, the servants
of the Word conscientiously administer to the spiritual needs of their
flock. St. Paul declared, “And I
will very gladly spend and be spent
for you; though the more abundantly
I love you, the less I be loved.” (2
Cor. 12:15) And he also wrote to the
Thessalonians, “But we were gentle
among you, even as a nurse cherisheth
her children: so being affectionately
desirous of you, we were willing to
have im,parted unto you? not the gospel
of God only, but also our own souls,
because ye were dear unto us . . . As
ye know how we exhorted and comforted and charged every one of you,
as a father doth his children.”
(I
T&s. 2: 7,8,1 I) These words give UC;
some insight of the Apostle’s selfsacrificing fove for the, members of
the congregation. For similar examples

compare: 2 Cor. 3:2; Philip.
Pet. 2: II; Jude 3:17.

1:7; I

(to be continued)

SIX ADULTS CONFIRMED
AT 7lNLEY PARK
“And the Lord added to‘ the Church
daily such as should be saved.” (Acts
2:47) Thus the Lord reports the
steady growth of His Church in the
first Christian congregation at Jerusalem. Although the Christian Church
of today, as far as we can determine,
does not experience such steady, phenominal growth as is noted in the
early Christian era, and even though
we may feel at times that our preaching and other mission activity is wellnigh fruitless, yet the Word of God
assures us for our encouragement that
the arm of the Lord is not shortened,
but that the faithful preaching and
teaching of the Savior’s true Word is
not in vain. Contrary to all that we
may at times feel and experience in
this respect, the Lord Himself promises and assures us also for this our
day: “As the rain cometh down and
the snow from heaven, and returneth
not thither but watereth the earth, and
maketh it bring forth and bud, that
it may give seed to the sower and
bread to the eater, so shall my Word
be that goeth forth out of my mouth;
it shall not return unto Me void, but
it shall accomplish that which I please
and it shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent it.” (Isaiah 55: 10-l 1)
At times, however, our gracious

Lord also grants us the joy of experiencing in our churches the fruits of
our labors in His kingdom. Thus it
was on the Fourth Sunday in Lent in
one of our member congregations,
Peave Ev. Lutheran Church of Tinley
Park, Illinois. After careful adult instruction throughout the winter months
six adults were received into communicant membership, four of whom
were baptized in this service of the
congregation. A young girl, ten years
old, a daughter in the one family, was
also baptized in this service, and an
infant son had been baptized a few
months before this.
These new members shown in the
picture were not former members of
any Lutheran church. Two were formerly Roman Catholics, one had been
brought up in childhood under the

Pictured from left to right:
Pastor Mensing, Terry Hardy,
Jr., and Mr. Robert Oehmen.

influence of. the Society of Friends
(Quakers), and the rest were without
any former church affiliation.
Since it is the Lord who adds to
His Church such as should be saved,
and since we are but His humble instruments; because it is our solemn
duty to preach, teach, and spread His
saving Gospel, while it is alone the
Holy Spirit who converts the children
of men by the power of the Gospel,
leading them to their Savior, we print
this report solely to the glory of Him
ltwho is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think.”
It is God alone who also keeps us
faithful to Him through the Means
of Grace. Therefore it is our fervent
prayer that these new members at
Tinley Park may diligently use the
Word and Sacrament, “not forsaking

Judy Hardy, Mary Hardy, Jerry Hardy,
Mrs. Hardy, Mr. Ben Hardy, Ben Hardy,
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the assembling of themselves together
as the manner of some is,” but faithfully attending the services at the
House of our God and diligently
searching the Scriptures in their homes.
Thus may the dear Lord strengthen
these our new brethren to persevere
in the true faith, to abound in every
good work to His praise, and to be
faithful to the Savior and His true
Word even unto death. For this is the
promise of our Lord Jesus: “Be thou
faithful unto death, and I will give
thee a crown of life.” (Rev. 2:lO)
-H. David Mensing

of
The Concordia Lutheran
Conference
Christ Lutheran
4528 North

68th Street
Milwaukee
18, Wisconsin
E. L. Mehiberg,
Pastor
3213 North
45th Street
Milwaukee
16, Wisconsin

Peace Ev. Lutheran

St. Paul’s

Lutheran

Church

Lutheran

Street

Church

M. L. Natterer,
Pastor
6th and Tangent
Lebanon,
Oregon

STATISTICS

St. Stephen’s

for the
LUTHERAN

Church

P. R. Bloedel, Pastor
208 North Ackerman
Empire,
Oregon

43
+k

CONCORDIA

.

H. David
Mensing,
Pastor
Centra! Avenue
at 171 st Place
Tiniey
Park (Chicago),
Illinois

St. John’s

1958

Church

Ev. Lutheran

Church

0.

W. Schaefer,
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CONFERENCE

Baptized Members .____-.. ____ --364
Communicant members .---.-.-----234
Voting members -- _.._-__-- __-.._-_- 70
Communed during 1958 ___----. __1258
Sunday School children -____---_ 89
Sunday School teachers .__-_____- 19
“Thine, 0 Lord, is the greatness and
the power, and the glory, and the
victory, and the majesty . . , Now
therefore, our God, we thank Thee,
and praise Thy glorious name!” 1 Chr.
29:ll and 13.
YJnto Him that loved us and
washed us from our sins in His own
blood and hath made us kings and
priests unto Go.d and His Father; to
Him be glory and dominion forever
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THE MISSOURI SYNOD
and the NATIONAL
LlJTH.ERAN COUNCIL
The National Lutberun Council is
a cooperative organization made up of
eight Lutheran denominations which
total more than 5 million members.
This agency was organized in 19 18
and its membership now includes the

American Lutheran Church (ALC) ,
the Augustdna Lutheran Church; the
Evungelical Lutheran Church (ELC) ,
the Americnn Evangelical Lutheran
Church (AELC-Danish) , the Finnish Suomi Synod, the Lutheran Free
Church, the United EYangeEical
Lutbernn Church (UELC-Danish) ,
and the United Lutheran Church of
these
America (ULCA) . Among
two
denominations
eight Lutheran
organic unions (mergers into new
church bodies) are in progress. One of
these new church bodies will be known
as The American Lutheran Church
(TALC) and will be made up of the
present ALC, ELC, and the UELC.
The constitutional convention for this
group is scheduled for April 22-24,
1960 at Minneapolis, Minn. The other
body will be a four-way merger of the
ULCA,
the Augustana Synod, the
Finnish Suomi Synod, and the AELC.
Only one of the member church bodies
of the National Lutheran Council,
namely, the Lutheran Free Church, is
not presently engaged in merger negotiations. All of the member church
bodies of the Ndtional Lutheran Cowc;i! are of a rank unionistic character.
They constantly
ligious

work

engage in joint
and

worship

re-

among

themselves and with other protestant
church bodies in spite of obvious differences in doctrine and practice.

Now where does the Lutheran
Church-Missouri Synod fit into this
picture? Membership in ;he National
Lutheran Council has been in the
“talking stage” in the Missouri Synod
for quite some time. In reality, however, the Missouri Synod has gone
beyond the talking stage inasmuch as
within the last decade it has been
cooperating in the various service programs of the NLC, for exampIe, in the
Lutheran Service Commission. Lutheran Refugee Service, Lutheran World
Relief, Lutheran Church Productions,
and is presently requesting cooperation
in the -NLCs Service to Immigrants.
It is also no secret that a great number of influential pastors and officials
in the Missouri Synod wholeheartedly
favor membership in the National
Luf berm Council.
‘Recently an interesting incident occurred which demonstrates that the
liberal elements in the Lutheran
Church-Missouri Synod indeed have
the upper hand in influencing the
policies of the President and of the
Synod itself. On October 6, 1958,
Dr. Paul C. Empie, Executive Director
of the NLC, directed a letter to Dr.
Behnken of the Missouri Synod extenditig a formal invitation fat representatives of the Missouri Synod to
an exploratory meeting with the Executive Committee of the NLC “in

order to examine present cooperative
activities in American Lutheranism
and the possibility for extension of such
activites.”
Having
discussed this invitation
with representatives of the constituent bodies of the Synodical Conference
(Wisconsin Synod, Norwe,gian Synod
and Slovak Synod)
Dr. Behnken
stated in his reply of January 29,
1959:
“It is our sincere opinion that
under present conditions we should
respectfully decline this invitation.
The representatives of our Synod
felt that:
“1. At the present time the Synodical Conference bodies are working toward’ greater Scriptural harmony in doctrine and practice.
“2. The new TALC
American Lutheran Church)
the process of organizing. The
trinal position at present is
state of flux.

(The
is in
docin a

“3. The union between the
ULCA, the Augustana Synod and
-the Suomi Syncrd also appears to
be quite certain. The doctrinal position of this. new organization is also
in a state of flux.
“Our men believe that doctrinal
discussion -and doctrinal. agreement
are very essential. At present, hbwever, such agreement needs to be
clarified by the bodies entering into
union.”
On February
acknowledged

3. 1959, Dr. Emgie
receipt of Dr.

Behn-

ken’s letter and stated that “the Coun-

cil received this information both with
surprise and regret.” Members of the
Joint Union Committee of the ALC,
ELC, and UELC
challenged Dr.
Behnken’s statement that their doctrinal position is in a “state of flux”
and in a letter to Behnken they stated
that the doctrinal position for their
new church body (TAL.C) is clearly
set forth in a “Wnited Testimony on
Faith and Life” and also i;n the proposed constitution of the new body.
The Lutheran Herald, official publication of the ELC, immediately published the headlines: “Roadblock to
Unity
Erected by the Lutheran
Church-Missouri
Synod.”
sharp
Reaction
was especially
among the liberal members of the
Missouri Synod clergy. Dr. Martin
E. Marty, a Missouri Synod pastor,
indicated in the Christian. -Centzq-y
(Feb. 18, 1959) that Behnken? re;
jection of the NLC’s invitation .W+S
“a case of grandstanding to Missouri’s
satellite Wisconsin Synod” and stated
that there were “countless embarrassed
and hurt folks in Missouri who have
been working quietly toward---reunion
of the churches and who are now
anguished by the radicalism of its officials.” A liberal Missouri Synod
publication, American Lu therm (Mar.
~59) , also deplored Behnkeri’s “curt”
rejection of the NLC’s invitarion and
printed the correspondence between
.Dr. Behnken and Dr. .Empie in full.
Dr. A. R. KretzmarmV-and Dr. 0. A.
Gcisemann, both pastors of large Missouri

Synod

congregations

in

the

Chi.cage area labeled Behnken’s let-
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ter %nfortunate” and “too bad.”
In a letter dated March 6, 1959,
from the desk of President Behnken,
all of this hocus-pocus reached its
expected conclusion. The Milwaukee
Journal flashed the headlines: ‘Synod
Modifies Stand on Unity.” Headlines
in the Lutheran Standard (ALC)
declared: “Dr. Behnken Withdraws
Statement on the ALC.” The Lutheran Witness (MO. Synod) carried
Dr. Behnken’s entire letter in the first
columns of the March 24th issue. Yes,

Dr. Behnken had, as expected, yielded
to pressure from without and from
within and displayed a more conciliatory attitude toward the acceptance
of the NLC’s invitation for “exploratory discussions” and also withdrew
the statement which he had previously written to the effect that the doctrinal positions of the member bodies
of the NLC were in a “state of flux.”
Again the door to outward union and
unionism is opened for the Missouri
Synod. -Ed.
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