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Statement

of 1932.

To show, on the basis of Scripture, what
true Christians are to believe and how, out
of love for their Savior Jesus Christ, they are
to lead godly lives.

To furnish aids for Bible study and articles
for Scriptural devotion and meditation.
To demonstrate, by our Scriptural stand,
that our Concordia Lutheran Conference is not
a sect dr a false church body but that the
congregations which form our Conference
comprise the true risible church on earth, not
denying, however, that there may be others
unknown to us who truly share our Scriptural
position in doctrine and practice and who also
rightly beIong to the rtue risible church of
Christ.
To urge all who truly share our Scriptural
position in doctrine and prac’tice to acknowledge our position openly and publicly in order
that we may recognize the blessed existence
of such God-given unity and that we’ may
then proceed to practice a God-pleasing church
fellowship with them by supporting each
other’s work with our prayeh and personal
service as mutually acknowIedged brethren ir
rhe faith.
To show that we do not bave’among us a
mixture of divergent teachings but that we
are, by Gbd’s grace, “perfectly joined together
in the same mind and in the same judgment.”
To set forth pertinent historical information which has a bearing upon the Church
xnd to expose modern philosophical thought
und the so-called scientific theories which
contradict the Word of God.
To expose partk..&irly
the false teaching
and practice of the various so-called “Lutheran” church bodies by comparing their teaching and practice with what is plainly, recorded
in the Word of God, in the Lutheran Confessions, and in the old orthodox Lutheran
writings.

To expose false teaching and
wherever it makes its appearance and
abreast of the current happening4
church world and among the nations:

practice
to keep

in the
as signs

of the times.

To be truthful and factual in our reporting
and freely to correct any misinformation of
which we are not aware and which has been
called to our attention. Also to clarify any
information or statement of doctrine or practice which may be unclear to our readers or
which mav create a wrong impression,

Do we really know what it means
to sacrifice for the Lord and His
work? How many of us are cheerfully willing to deprive ourselves of
things in order that the necessary
funds might be available to carry out
the Lord’s command, ‘<Go ye into
all the world, and preach the Gospel
to every creature” (Mark 16: 15) ?
The widow sacrificed. “Jesus sat
over against the treasury, and beheld
how the people cast money into the
treasury: and many that were rich
cast in much. And there came a certain
poor widow, and she threw in two
mites, which make a farthing. And
He called unto Him His disciples,
and saith unto them, Verily I say
unto you, That this poor widow hath
cast more in, than all they which have
cast into the treasury: for all they
did cast in of their abundance; but

love to the Savior who “died for all,
that they which live should not henceforth live unto themselves, but unto
Him which died for them, and rose
again” (2 Cor.5: 15).

she of her want did cast in all that

to come upon us so that the money

she had, even all her living”

which we should have given to Him

(Mark

Who is to sacrifice for the Lord?
Some people think that only the pastars are to sacrifice for the Lord. This
is a false idea. All Christians are a
“royal priesthood” (1 Pet. 2:9) and
therefore all Christians are to show
forth their gratitude to the Lord who
has called them out of darkness into
His marvelous light also by bringing
forth their sacrifices of love to Him.
Becaus,e of our sinful flesh the tendency on our part is to spend our
earnings first of all on ourselves, and
then if any is left over, that we give
to the Lord. How often the Lord
finds it necessary to chastize us by
allowing sickness and other reverses

12:41-44).

must be spent for such misfortunes!

Perhaps some of you have also
read about the sacrifices of Robert
Leeds, a Cambridge University graduate. He lived in a single room and
cooked his own meals. By such frugal
living, he was able to contribute
$1,250,000 to missions. He declared,
“Gladly would I make the floor my
bed, a box my chair, and another box
my table, - rather than that men
should perish for the want of the
knowledge of Christ!”

Remember that ours is a moneymad, pleasure-loving, luxuriously living
age; and we as Christians need to
be on our guard that we be not conformed to the world in this respect.
We need a warning word against
extravagance,
and
self-indulgence,
wastefulness, against a disproportion
in what we spend or keep for ourselves, and what we return to the
Lord for the work of the Kingdom.
God forbid that there should be those
in our midst who without any hesitation will spend large sums of money

Our primary purpose in sacrificing
for the Lord should always be our
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for luxuriant homes, new cars, fancy
clothes, etc., and then give only a
tiny amount for the most necessary
work on earth - the spreading of the
saving Gospel for the salvation of
lost souls! (Luke 1611-12)
Are we afraid of giving too much
so that there will not be enough left
for ourselves? Listen to what the

meat in mine house, and prove (test)
Me now herewith, saith the Lord of
hosts, if I will not open you the windows of heaven, and pour you out a
blessing, that there shall not be room
enough to receive it” (Mal.3 : 10) .
May the Lord move the heart of
every member of our little Conference
cheerfully
to give to His cause,

Lord

generously

promises, “Bring ye all tithes
into the storehouse, that there may be

WILL

A

-M.L.N.

MAN

It is a terrible abuse of Christian
liberty when Christians make use of
this liberty in order to give little or
nothing to Christ for His kingdom.
Thereby they use their liberty as .a
cloak for the maliciousness of their
flesh. They then act contrary to the
warning of the Apostle Peter, ‘CAM
free, and not using your liberty for
a cloak of ma1iciousnes.s.” (1 Pet. 2:
16) God has rel’eved the New Testament Christians of the yoke of bondage, of compulsion, of the tithe, surely
with the expectation and intent that
they now serve Him not less, but
more; that the people offer themselves willingly in holy array (Ps.
11013) ; that they place at His disposal all their possessions; and that
they actually offer in each case whatever He hath need of. Alas, instead
of this they, so to say, disappoint God.

R4lB

d ue.

or in quality

they rather

seek to get

away with

an offering

of one per

cent and even less.

either in

part of His

Read, for instance, Mal.

?

free will,

who cheated Him in the matter of the
quantity

GOD

3 : 8 ff. In the latter place we read,
Will a man rob God? Yet ye have
robbed Me. But ye say, Wherein
have we robbed Thee? In tithes and
offerings.”
Even so God has His
trouble now with His Christians. He
has relieved them of the tithe to the
intent that in liberty they might
serve Him al/ the more zealously. But
they abuse this liberty.
Instead of
making it 11 per cent of their own

God had his trouble with the Jews,
tithe in that they withheld

and self-sucrif icing/y!

1: 8;
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- (Dr. Francis Pieper)
NOTCCE!
1955, 1956 and 1957 Proceedings
of the Concordia
Lutheran
Conference
ure
now available.
They may
be ordered from the Treasurer,
Mr.
Elf red Bloedel,
4528 North 68th St., Milwaukee 18, Wisconsin.
The
price is 25c per copy.

Report on the Svnodical Conference Convention
The 45th regular convention of the
Ev. Lutheran Synodical Conference
was held August 5 - 8, 1958, at St.
Peter and Paul Lutheran Church,
Lakewood, Ohio. The Conference is
comprised of the Missouri Synod,
VYisconsin Synod, Evangelical Lutheran Synod (Norwegian) , and the
Slovak Synod.
It is not the ptlrpose of this article
to give a detailed report on all the
issues which were discussed and decided upon. However, it might be
well to report on what the delegates
heard in the field of doctrinal matters.
For some years the Synodical Conference has been disturbed by such
matters as Church and Ministry,
Scouting, Chaplaincy, LJnionism, Fellowship, and the like, on which wide
disagreement existed within the conAccordingly,
the
stituent bodies.
Conference had appointed a Joint
Union. Cc~mm’ttee to study these probslems and strive for unanimity by
drawing up a common doctrinal statement.
At the Synodical Conference convention this past month the following
report of the Floor Committee on
Doctrinal Matters was adopted: “It
is with deep gratitude to Almighty
God that we are able to report that
through the efforts of the Joint
Union Committee commendable progress has been made in the direction
of restoring mutual trust and understanding among the constituent bodies
of the Synodical Conference.
This
Committee

has since January

1957

met on numerous occasions and expended tireless energy in its task of
reaching out toward unity of doctrine
and practice in the Synodical Conf erence. This is evident from the
‘Statement on Scripture’ adopted b-7
the Joint Committee of the Synodical Conference.”
After debating several issues and
making m!nor changes the convention
adopted this “Statement on Scripture”
and will now submit it to the various
Synods for study and adoption.
In
the near future statements on the
Antichrist,
atonement, justification,
and Scouting will be considered by the
Joint Union Committee. Work has
just begun, however, in the field of
the doctrines of conversion, election,
and church and Ministry, and the retated problems of fellowship, unionkm, church discipline, and the military chaplaincy.
The convention urged the Joint
Union Committee to continue its work
of preparing a doctrinal statement that
will r3flzct “full agreement in a!1 matThe Floor Comters. of doctrine.”
Matters also
mittee on Doctrinal
urged the estab%lishment of a Committee “to explore the possibilities of
inviting. into the Synodical Conference other church bodies in the world
in agreement with us in doctrine and
practice.”

-0;w.s.

No m.an, having put his hand to
the plow, and looking back, is fit for
the kingdom
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of God.

(Luke

9:62)

John 10:16: And other sheep I have, which ure not of tbis fold: them crlso
I must bring, and tbey shall hear my voice; and there sbull be one fold, and
one shepherd.

According to these words, if it was
the will of Christ to gather all people
into one Flock, then there cannot be
two or more, but there must of necessity be only One true Church of Christ
Th e correct application
on earth.
of this statement of Christ, therefore,
consists first and foremost in this that
we hold fast to the holy apostolic Creed
“I believe in the holy Christian
Church,” that we seek this one true
Church and hold to it. In our day
especially the foolish notion generally
prevails that there are many true
Churches; the various sects are merely
separate parts of it; each one has the
truth, only in different form; each
one leads to salvation, only by a different r,oad. Yes, some now go so far
that they claim, even the Christian
religion is not the only saving one;
faith has nothing to do with it; if
a person just acts according to the
dictates of his conscience, if only he
loves his fellow men and is upright
and fair with everyone, regardless,
then, what he may choose to believe,
he will be saved. Many so-called
Christian preachers go so far that
they even misuse Scripture passages
in their attempts to cover up such
All
shocking religious indifference.
these corrupting ideas which undermine and overthrow religion and god-

From this
we. learn that Christ has only One
Flock and He is the one true Shepherd of the souls of men; if a person,
accordingly, does not belong to the
One Flock and if he is not under the
One Shepherd, then there is no second
Flock in which his soul can find
pasture, his soul is then still like a
poor lamb which has become lost from
the flock, without shepherd, without
pasture, without water, it wanders
about in the wilderness.of this world
and finally starves to death. A person who has not yet come into the
fellowship of the Church, is not yet
on the road to heaven, is still without
hope, yes, without God in this world.

fold,

und one shepherd.”

liness are judged and rejected by the

But the right application of Christ’s
Words: ‘?Tbere shut1 be one fold, and
cne shepherd,”
consists furthermore
in this that we hold fast to the belief
that the true Church is bound to
nothing except to Christ and to His
holy VVord, and that, therefore, since
Christ’s Word has already sounded
forth to all ends of the earth, .His
Flock or His Church is to be found
in all places of the earth. As many,
namely in our day, wrongly extend the
Church of Christ, so others, on the
other hand, now often want to limit
it wrongly.
The Rom.an Catholic
binds the Church and salvation to
Rome and the Roman Pope, and con-

Word of Christ: “There

demns all who do not want to subm?

shut1 be one
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themselves to his supreme power and
to the authority of the bishops appointed by him. The Sectarian, on
the other hand, binds the Church and
salvation to his sect and its customs,
behavior, works and holy exercises
and condemns all who do not want
to be molded into that form of
Christianity which in his sect is considered to be the only right one. All
of these limitations whereby people
are again supposed to be divided, the
Word of Christ casts down: PrAnd
other sheep I have, which
this fold; them also I must
they sbuC1 hear my voice;
shall be one fold, and one

me not of
bring, and
and them
shepherd.”

Only one thin,g is here demanded in
order to belong to the One Flock of
those who shall be saved, and this
One thing is that a person listen to
the voice of Christ and recognize Him
as the only Shepherd of his soul, accept and stay with Him. Whoever is
with Christ, is in the right Flock and
in the right Church, and his salvation
stands immovably firm and sure.
Still, the right application of Christ’s
Words: ‘There shall he one fold, and
consists finally als 3
one shepherd,”
therein that we, according to the
gifts which have been given us and
according to the occupation and circumstances in which we live, help
along in order that this promise may
also in our day be continuously fulfilled.
For although Christ in the
most glorious manner has already fulfilled this His Word through the
ministry of His holy Apostles, still
He does not want to stop fulfilling
it so long as He, through His inter-

cession, preserves the world’s time of
grace. It is the gracious will of Christ
that His Shepherd-call ever more
loudly sounds forth in the desert
places where countless multitudes of
hapless heathen are still wandering
about without God and without hope,
in order that more may always be
brought to the green pastures of His
Church and be added to His blessed
Flock. But it is also Christ’s gracious
will that the Flock which already has
followed .His call become ever more
one in Him, and that every partition
which Satan through his servants has
set up between the sheep of His
Flock, be cast down.
(Mel.: Lord Jesus Christ, My Life,
my Light)
0 Jesus Christ, Thou trzcest Light,
Enlighten all to know Thee right.
And bring them to the Flock with
Thee,
Tbnt their sozlls, too, may rescued
----be!
Amen.

Taegliche Hausandacht
C. F. W. Walther (Crull)
Translated by E.L.M.

God commendeth Hi.s love toward
us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us. (Rom. 5 : 8)

From God shall naught divide me,
for He is true for aye And on my
path will guide me, Who else should
often stray. HYS right hand holdeth
me J For me He truly careth, My
burdens ever beareth Wherever I may
be. (Hymn 393)
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The Place of The Christian
Eighth

Woman

in the Church

essay delivered
by M. 1. Natterer at the
Annual Convention
of the Concordia
Lutheran

Women have always been considered
inferior to men by the heathenish religions.
Th e early Babylonians required every woman to submit to their
idol, Ishtar, for immoral purposes
And among the early Greeks and
Romans women were practically placed
in the same class with the. slaves. The
Hindus do not allow women to read
the Vedas, the sacred writings of the
Hindus, nor are they permitted to eat
at the same table with their husbands.
The Mohammedans have al.ways restricted the education of the women,
and it has been only in recent years
that these restrictions have been somewhat lessened. In a similar manner
the Buddhists teach that a wise man
should avoid married life as if it were
a pit of bur ning coals. It also teaches
that .there are eighteen special hells
for its Buddhist women. Confucianism considers women a necessary evrl
and, at one time, even allowed the
mothers to kill their baby girls. While
the heathenish religions degrade the
women, it is the Christian religion
which gives the women their rightful
place in the Church and in the world.
In this present essay we shall devote
some time to a study ofTHE PLACE OF THE
CHRISTIAN
WOMAN
IN THE
CHURCH AND HOME
I
The blessings of Christ’s glorious
work of redemption extend over
women as well as men. Even as all
men and women lay under the curse

and

Home

Conference

of the law, “for all have sinned and
come short of the glory of God”
(Rom. 3:23) , so also God has freely
forgiven the sins of all men and
women through the redemption that
is in Christ Jesus. “God was in
Christ, reconciling the world unto
Himself, not imputing their trespasses
unto them.” (2 Cor. 5:19)
As far
as salvation is concerned, there is no
difference in the sight of God between the male and the female. Christian women, as well as Christian men,
enjoy as their very own possessions,
the forgiveness of all their sins, peace
of heart and conscience, the indwelling of God the Holy Spirit, and the
hope of an everlasting life with Jesus
their Savior. For thus writes the Holy
Spirit by the pen of the Apostle Paul,
“For ye are all the children of God
by faith in Christ Jesus. For as many
of you as have been baptized into
Christ have put on Christ. There is
neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither
bond nor free, there is neither male nor
female; for ye are all one in Christ
J esus.” (Gal. 3: 26-28) And the
Apostle Peter speaks of Christian
husbands and wives as “being heirs
together of the grace of life.” (I Pet.
39).
While the Scriptures very plainly
teach that men and women are equals
as far as their salvation is concerned,
nevertheless, they, at the same time,
teach that women must respect a relationship which God Himself has
established, namely, that the women
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are not to exercise dominion over the
men. Let us look at the passages in
Holy Writ which speak of this relationship. “Let your women keep
silence in the churches: for it is not
permitted unto them to speak; but
they are commanded to be under
obedience, as also saith the law. And
if they will learn any thing, let them
ask their husbands at home: for it is
a shame for women to speak in the
church.” (1 Cor. 11:34, 35) “Let
the woman learn in silence with all
subjection. But I suffer not a woman
to teach, nor to usurp authority over’
the man, but to be in silence.” (1
Tim. 2: 11,12) F rom these passages
it is clearly evident that women must
be excluded from the Office of the
Public Ministry, not because they are
inferior in knowledge and understanding (which they are not), but because
of the relationship which God Himself
has established. According to these
passages women must also be excluded
from participating in the ruling of
the congregation. Therefore, it is on
the bnsis of Scripture that our congregations permit only the men of the
congregation to speak and to vote in
congregational meetings and in the
conventions of our Conference.

opinions are widespread and that they
have even infested the majority of
churches. It is a common thing to
find husband snd wife as the pastors,
especially in the Pentecostal churches.
Some time ago the Methodist Chzch
granted full clerical rights to women.
They may now apply as candidates
for the “traveling ministry” in that
denomination, which means that they
“journeymen’y
may
become full
preachers. Prior to this decision of
the Methodist Church women have
been limited to the role o,f lay supply
pastor. Right in line with this, the
Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A..
in its general assembly has finally
voted its approval to ordain women as
ministers. There are even so-called
Lutheran Churches which reveal their
utter disregard for this portion of the
Word of God by allowing their
women to take part in ruling the
congregation.

There are, of course, many who
object to this relationship which God
has established. Some maintain that
Paul’s words are no longer binding
upon us, because times have changed.
They say that Paul was merely tak-

While the Word of God forbids
women to teach in the public assemblies of the congregation, by no means
doe; it thereby excuse women from
serving the Lord in His Church. On
the contrary, when the Apostle Peter
states, “Ye are a chosen generation,
a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a
peculiar people; that ye should show
forth the praises of Him who hath
called you out of darkness into His
marvellous light,” (I Pet. 2:9) women
are also included. Not only are they
to be conscientious in studying the

ing into cons,ideration the social con-

Scriptures at home, but they should

ditions which prevailed at that time.
While there is no Scriptural proof to
justify such objections, we find such

also take an active interest in their
Church, uzin? the talents which God
has entrusted to them in His service.
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And let no Christian declare: “There
is nothing I can do.” What about
calling upon the unchurched and inviting them to the Church Services?
What about lending a helping hand
to the sick in the congregation? What
about visiting some of the old people
who so often feel as if they have been
forgotten?
What about assisting in
cleaning the Church so that the job
does not always fall upon the pastor’s
wife or a few other faithful ladies?
And what about teaching the little
ones in the Sunday school or in the
Christian Day School? Yes, there
is ample opportunity
for Christian
women to serve their Savior and His
Church.
The services which Christian women
have given in the Church are frequently mentioned in the Bible. In
chapter 16 of Romans the Apostle
Paul mentions a number of Christian
women who were working for their
Savior. In the beginning of the chapter Paul writes., “I commend unto
you Phebe our sister, which is a servant of the church which is at Cenchrea:
that ye receive her in th.e Lord, as
becometh saints, and that ye assist
her in whatsoever business she hath
need of you: for she hath been a
succourer of many, and of myself also.
Greet Priscilla and Aquila my helpers
in Christ Jesus: who have for my life
laid down their own necks: unto whom
nut only I give thanks, but also all
the churches of the Gentiles.” (l-4)
Greetings to Christian women are extended by the Apostle throughout the

aside and expounded unto him the
way of God more perfectly. (Acts
15~26) Turning to the 16th chapter pf
Acts we are told concerning Lydia,
“a seller of purple, of the city of
Thyatira,
which worshipped God,
heard us: whose heart the Lord opened, that she attended unto the thi,lgs
which were Fpoken of Paul. And
when she was baptized, and her household, she besought us, saying, If ye
have judged me to be faithful to the
Lord, come into my house, and abide
there. And she constrained us.”
(14, 15) And what about Dorcas?
The Scriptures tell us that “this
woman was full of good works and
almsdeeds which she did.” And when
the Apostle Peter was led to the upper chamber to the dead woman, “all
the widows stood by him weeping,
and showing the coats and gariments
which Dcrcas made, while she was
with them.” (Acts 9:36-39) We also
note h ctjv Chr’stia.1 w.-.men fi- wed
the Savior during His sojourn here
in the flesh. Th,e Evangelist Luke
says, ‘<And certain women, which had
been healed of evil spirits and infirmities, Nlary called Magdalene, out of
whom went seven devils, and Joanna
the wife of Chuza Herod’s steward,
and Susanna, and many others, which
ministered unto Him of their substance.” (8:2,3) And, of course, there
is the well-known example of Mary
and Martha in whose home the Savior
was often a guest. (Luke 10:38-42)
It was this Mary of Bethany who
showed her love for Jesus by anoint-

chapter. It was this Priscilla and her

ing His head and feet with a pound

husband who took the gifted Apollos

of costly spikenard.
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Jesus was so

well-pleased with her service of love,
that He declared, “Verily I say unto
yo’u, Wheresoever this gospel shall
be preached throughout
the whole
w&d, th:s also that she hath done
shall be spoken of for a memorial of
h er.” (Mark 14: 3-9) From the Gospels we see that women were the last
persons at the Savior’s crucifixion

a woman, a poor widow, who cast
into the treasury all the living that
rhe had. (Luke 2l:l-4)
While there are many other notable
examples of believing women ministering unto the Lord we shall let the
above examples suffice to substantiate
the truth that there is much work
which can be done by Christian women

(Matt.

in the Lord’s kingdom.

27155’56)

and the first

to

welcome Him

on Easter morning
(Matt. 28: 1-1’0). And finally, it was

ANOTHER
PASTOR
FROM WISCONSIN
The

RESIGNS
SYNOD

August,

1958 issue of the
Lutheran Spokesmun, bimonthly publication of those pastors and lay people
who fo,r doctrinal reasons left the
Wisconsin Synod, reported that Rev.
0. W. Eckert,

Winner,

South Dakota,

had also withdrawn from that Synod.
In a letter to the officials of the
Wisconsin Synod Pastor Eckert stated
that since that Synod “has itself in
a chorsen, heretical course in that it
defends. and advocates fellowship which
is forbidden of God in Holy Writ and
in that it is partaking both passively
and now actively of the sins it once
decried . . . . causing divisions and
offenses contrary to the doctrine we
have learned (Rom.16, 17-18)) out of
obedience to this Word of God I:
can no longer be a member of the
Wisconsin Synod.”
When the two congregations served
by Pastor Eckert at Winner and
Witten, S. D., voted to remain members of the Wisconsin Synod, he at

Let us now

turn our attention to the second part
of our essay. (to be continued)

once tendered his resignation. However, a small remnant, desiring to
abide by the Word of God, asked
Pastor Eckert to continue serving
and has since formed St. Paul’s Ev.
Lutheran Church, meeting every Sunday in rented quarters.
To all who have left the’r former
Synodical affiliation because of doctrinal reasons this news is heartening.
May God’s blessing rest upon this
small congregation and its pastor who
have taken such a noble stand folr
the Truth! As God gave them the
necessary courage to act, so may He
continue to lead them in their defense
of the pure teachings of His Word!
May we also encourage them, and
others, to study our own confessional
position so that, finding it in harmony
with their teaching and in fu!l accord
with Scripture, they might openly and
publicly acknowledge us as brethren in
the faith and practice with us that true
church fellowship which is based alone
upon full agreement in Bible doctrine
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What Is Being Preached
In The Missouri Synod o@ sday ,, o .
A typical “belly-serving” sermon is
printed in full in the August issue of
the Milwaukee Lutheran, page 9. It
is a sermon for those who have “itching ears” and who love to hear what
is pleasing to them and their own
ego. In this sermon, delivered by
the Rev. J. I-I. Baumgaertner, pastor
of Capital Drive Lutheran Church
of the Missouri Synod, we read these
false and deceitful words:
“Yet,
say what you will about
revival
of religion
in America,
it’s
here and America
is all the
The
America
of tobetter for it.
day, with all its worldliness,
with
all its sensualism,
with all its unbalanced
emphasis
on sex, is still
the one we
a better
world
than
knew a generation
or two ago . . .
We’ve changed--our
whole society
has changed,
and very much for
the better.
And all the while people have been coming
doser to
Perhaps
this
is
an
overGod.
and ye? it is true:
simplification
in my grandfather’s
day about onethird of the population
of America
claimed affiliation
with the church;
in my, father’s
day, about half; and
now,, at least two-thirds.
We have
every right to expect Q better and
,happier world when so many more
people are coming
close to God.”
the

becoming better and that the people
are coming “close to God.”
What
could be farther from the truth! Perhaps this pastor who is supposed to
be’ the shepherd of an enormous Missouri Synod congregation has not observed the increase in juvenile crime,
the towering climb in America’s divorce rate, the millions spent daily to
keep drunkards and irreqonsible. men
and women and their families in food,
clothing, shelter, and medicine; the
alarming number of heinous atrocities
and our overflowing penal institutions,
the general materialistic attitude comparable to the antidiluvian period and
the lustful revelries of an American
Sodom and Gomorrah. There is no
excuse for such abysmal ignorance
and spiritual shortsightedness on the
part of one who is called to be a
watchman over a congreg,ation.
Wo:e unto those shepherds who
speak. what pleases the ears of the
people, who speak out of their own
mouth and are not the mouthpiece of
the Lord. (J eremiah 14: 14; 23: 16.)
With good words and fair speeches
they deceive the hearts of the simple.
-P.R.B.
(R om. 16: 18.)

This simply cannot be what a Christian thinks as he looks at the America
in which we live. Because aid and help
for the crooks, for the beggars, for
the children of broken homes, for
those who are, too lazy to work, for

consent not to wholesome words, even

the immoral

more

the words of our Lord Jesus Christ,

organized than it was in year; ,gone

and to the doctrine which is according

by,

to godliness; he is proud,

Pastor

and

amoral

Baumgaertner

is

naively

draws the conclusion that America is

If

any man teach otherwise, and

nothing.

(1 Tim. 6:3,4)

knowing

LUTHERAN
EDUCATION
BE INS IN THE CRADLE
AND ENDS ONLY IN THE GRAVE!
People will think little of doing
something for the child before it is
six years old and can go to school,
or whil,e it is going; and when the
time of confirmation has arrived, they
consider the young beginners finished
Lutherans. Have they not completed
their Lutheran education? From now
on they are supposed to attend church
regularly, and they are usually admonished to continue to study their
Catechism, which most of them will
not 60; also, they are taken up in
Bible classes, which many young people look upon as a substitute for the
regular service. But all this is not
considered of much importance, least
of all as an extension of their Lutheran education, more as a sort of
Christian duty. That is why so many
are lax even in church attendance, and
why so many soon fall by the wayside.
They considered themselves finished
Christians, finished Lutherans, when
With
that act their
confirmed.
Lutheran education stopped. Hence-

forth they must be looking for a
proper way to get along in this life,
either by obtaining, as they so often
erroneously assume, a real education
in high school and college or by learning a trade and finding work. We
know the results-stagnation,
indif ference, lack of church attendance, a
straying from the church, decreasing
rather than increasing in Christian
understanding, a worldly life, a falling into the clutches of the lodges or
false churches, and a total spiritual
breakdown.
We should be fully
conscious of the fact that a Lutheran
education begins in the cradle and
ends only in the grave; that Christianity is never a static and finished thing

THE CHURCH

serving hamburgers, wieners, buns,
beans, cakes, pies, and coffee to the
public. One woman member stated,
“This is a regular money raiser for us
every year.” To this a layman added,
“We net &out $1,000 to $1,400 a
year for the church. In fact, the
stand’s just about as old :s our

AND

STATE FAIR

The Minneapolis Morning Tribune
of August 25, 1958, reported that
for the eighth straight year Emmaus
Lutheran Church, St. Paul, Minnesota, Rev. Vernon I&per, pastor, conducted a food s,tand at the annual
Minnesota State Fair in the capital
city. This congregation belongs to
the Missouri Synod.
From 9 a.m. to 11 p.m. half of the
NO-member church was engaged in

here in time, but a constant growth;
which growth

is constantly

hindered

by the devil, the world, and our flesh
and needs daily

attention

and re-

building.
(The Meaning of a L,utheran
Education by A. C. Stellhorn)

chapel.

We’re hoping to build a fine

new church

one day.”

There

are

regular shifts of serving, and everyone
helps out, including
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the pastor and

his family.
Here is another instance of the
worldly spirit which has slowly worked
its way into the life of many a
Christian. congregation.
Is it not
strange that many Christians, yes,
many Lutherans do not realize that
God disapproves of money-making
schemes and devices in the Church,
whether these are conducted on the
immediate premises or not? Has He
not said, “Make not My Father’s
house an house of merchandise”?
John 2, 16. What about I Cur. 16,Z:
“Upon the first day of the week let
every one of you lay by him in store,
as God hath prospered him, that
there be no gatherings when I come”?
On the basis of these and other
passages of Holy Writ which clearly

state the Scriptural principles for giving shall we devise other methods for
obtaining funds for church purposes,
even to the extent of soliciting the
support of the world?
Are houses
of worship, parsonages, or schools to
be built for the Lord fr0.m the public
sale of hot dogs and hamburgers?
God forbid.
Let all true Christians
heed the divine advice on giving, and
there will be no need for resorting to
fund raising schemes of all types, including booths at state fairs. May
there rather be a generous outpouring
of gifts fror-n the heart, gratefully
and freely brought in His name and
to His glory ! Then our offerings will
be pleasing to the Lord and prove a
blessing to the Church and to our
immortal souls!
-O!W.S.

%meStudyOutha
GIFTS

I The gifts which are given to men can beA. Natural

gifts.

1. Gifts in us. Gifts of hod:/ and mind: clear understanding, good
memory, strong will, speaking ability, etc. Such gifts should be
cultivated. 2 Tim. 1:6
2. Gifts outside of LE. Children,
3 1: 10; rain, sunshine, etc.

Ps. 127:3; a virtuous woman, Prov.

B, Spiritual gifts which every Christian needs for his salvation: faith,
peace, hope, the indwelling of the Holy Spirit in the heart, etc. How
different are the spiritual gifts! I Cor. 12:4; I Pet. 4:l.O
c. Extraordinary gifts which Christ has given only to certain Christians
at certain times according to H’.s Will. Mark 16:17,18; I Cor. 12:8-l&
I Cor. 14
1. These signs were given to the early Church for the confirmation
the pure Gospel. Acts 14: 3

of

2. Where the need for it arises, in the judgment of God, He will
perform miracles through any believer. Remember that whoever refuses
to believe the Word of God will not believe even if he saw a miracle.
-142-

I

Bulk Rate
Non-Profit
Organization
U. S. POSTAGE
lc PAID

The Concordia Lutheran
1133
COOS

Return

Oregon Street
BAY, OREGON

Postage

Guaranteed

ANNCUNCI34ENT:
The Board of Directors of the Concordia Lutheran Conference will meet, God willing, at Peace Ev. Lutheran
Church, Tinley Park, Ill. on October 15 and 16, 1958.
The meeting will begin at 9:30 A. M., Wednesday, October 15.
The Committee on Theological Education is requested
to begin its meeting at 1:00 P. M. on Monday, October 13,
at the same place. It is scheduled to meet with representatives of the local congregation regarding Seminary land
on Tuesday, October 14, at 8:00 P. M.

WELCOME
TO ALL OLD -AND NEW SUBSCRIBERS
We appreciate your concern for true orthodox Lutheranism
and are certain
that, by God’s grace, you will receive rich spiritual benefits through your
faithful reading of our Concordio
Lutheran
articles which are based solidly
upon the pure and unerring Word of God.
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