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others declared mockingly:
men are full of new wine.”

The festival of Pentecost, the second great festival of the Jewish
church-year, was celebrated by the
Jews on the day following seven full
weeks after the second day of the
Passover week (the fiftieth day after
Easter). On this great festival all
of the Jews were to go to Jerusalem
to take part in its sacred observance.
It was on this day that all the disciples in Jerusalem were assembled
together when, at once, a great sound
came from the sky as of a mighty
rushing wind. This sound was heard
by people throughout Jerusalem and
it directed itself to the house in which
the disciples were gathered. The Holy
Ghost was being poured out upon
the disciples in an extraordinary
measure as the Savior had foretold.
Fire accompanied the outpouring of
the Holy 6host and forked tongues
of flame sat upon the heads of each
of the disciples. They began to speak
and converse in languages and dialects which they had never learned.
The people in the crowded city
were greatly astounded at what was
taking place and soon a large multitude was assembled-people
from
every nation who had come to Jerusalem to observe the festival of Pentecost. They exclaimed: “How is it
that we hear the wonderful works of
God spoken by these unlearned men in
the very languages in which we were
born?” Many inquired among themmeaneth this?” but
selves: “What
-
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“These

Then Peter, in the name of all the
apostles, preached the first apostolic
sermon. Peter, who once was afraid
to speak up for Jesus in the courtyard of the High Priest’s palace,
now, in the presence of a great multitude, lifts up his voice and speaks
bold y and powerfully.
Peter Answers

The Scoffers

rrYe men of Judea, and all ye that
dwelt at Jerusalem, be this known amto you, nnd hearken to my words;
For these are not drunken, us ye supPox, seeing it is but the third hour of
the day.”
Peter, first of all, in a forthright
manner, defends himself and all of
the disciples against the accusation
that they were drunk. He does not
remain silent in the face of such
wicked slander. Calmly he points out
how unreasonable it is to charge them
with drunkeness since it is only 9:0O
in the morning. This was not a personal matter but a matter which concerned the Holy Ghost. Where God’s
Word, the true believers, or God’s
faithful ministers are slandered and
mocked, the Holy Ghost Himself is
blasphemed-and
here the Christians
must not remain silent but must boldly
defend the things of God that they
might not be partakers of the evil
deeds of the wicked. Such boldness
to stand up for the Truth is, in itself,
the work of the Holy Ghost in the
hearts of the Christians. It is the work
of that same Holy Spirit which was
poured out upon the disciples on
Pentecost.

Peter Explains The Occurances
Pentecost As Being A Fulfillment
Old Testament
Prophecy

On
Of

early Church, by means of visions,
prophecy, dreams, gifts o-f tongues,
power to perform miracles, and the
“But this is that which was spoken like, yet, to this day, He lives in the
of by the prophet Joel; And it shall hearts of the believers, gives them the
come to pass in the East days, saith
saving knowledge of Christ Jesus,
God, I will pour out of my Spirit
and endows them with the courage
upon all flesh; and your sons and boldly to testify of their faith before
your daughters shall prophesy, and the world both by word and by deed.
your young men shall see visions, and Yes, He gives. th em the power to
your old men shall dream dreams.
call upon the name of the Lord in
And on my servants and on my band- the very midst of the terrible signs
maidens I will pour out in th,ose which are coming upon the earthdays of my Spirit; and they shall s:gns of the Crgreat and notable day of
prophesy; And I will sbew wonders the Lord.”
in heaven above, and signs in the earth
Peter Introduces Jesus The Crucified One
beeneatb; blood, and fire, and vapour
“Ye men of Isra,ol, bear these words;
of smoke; Tbe sun shall be turned into
Jesus of Nazareth, a man approved
darkness, and the moon into blood,
of God among you by miracles and
before that great and notable day of
wonders and signs, which God did by
the Lord come; And it shall come to
Him in the midst of you, as ye yourpass, that whosoever shall call on the
selves know; Him, being delivered
name of the Lord shall be saved.,,
by the determinate counsel and foreIndeed all of the faithful believers
knowledge of God,, ye have taken, and
of the Old Testament had the gift of
by wicked bands have crucified and
the Holy Ghost for it was He who
had implanted in their hearts saving slain.” What boldness and courage
was needed to utter these words faith in the promised and coming
to tell the great multitude of Jews
Savior. The wonderful outpouring of
that they have murdered the Son of
the Holy Ghos.t spoken of by the
God and their own Messiah! So also
prophet Joel was, however, reserved
today, Jesus must be proclaimed as
for the New Testament and Peter
declares that the time has now come. the Crucified One and that all people
are guilty of His crucifixion because
We Christians of today are still livHe was crucified for the sins of the
ing in the time of the fulfillment of
Joel’s prophecy. Through the Gospel, whole world.
Peter Proclaims Jesus, The Risen One
which has gone out into all the world,
“Whom God bath raised up, having
the Holy Ghost is being poured out
loosed the pains of death; because it
upon all flesh. Sons and daughters,
old and young, servants and maids re- was not possible that He should be
holden. of it. For David speaketb conceive the gift of the Holy Ghost. Alcerning Him, I foresaw the Lord although the Holy Ghost does not maniways before my face, for He is on
fest Himself today as He did in the
-68-

my right band, tbat I should not b-e
moved; Therefore did my heart rejoke, and my tongue was glad; moreover also my flesh shall rest in hope,;
Because thou wilt not leave my soul
in bell, neither wi/t thou suffer tbine
Holy One to slee corruption. Thou
bust made known to me the ways of
life; thou shalt make me full of joy
with thy countenance. Men and bretbren, let me freely speak unto you
of the patriarch David, that be is
both d!ead and buried, and his sepulcbre is with us unto this day. Tberefore being a prophet, and knowing
that God bad swore with an oath to
him that of the fruit of his loins,
according to the flesh, be would raise
up Christ to sit on b,is throne; He
seeing this before spake of the resurrection of Christ, that his soul was
not left in bell, neither his flesh did
see corruption. This Jesus bath God
raised up, where0 f we all are wi tnesser.”
Peter here tells the Jews that this
Jesus, whom they and their sins have
crucified, and whose resurrection David
had foretold in the Psalms, this Jesus,
God has raised from the dead and
CCweare witnesses” of His resurrection.
Likewise, Christ mus.t be preached as
the risen Savior to this day for, by
His resurrection, we know for sure
that Jesus is truly the Son of God and
Savior of the w,orld, that His Word
i.s the eternal truth, and that we too
will rise again to life eternal on the
Last Day.
Peter

Declares

Jesus,

The

Exalted

One

“Therefore being by the right band
of God exalted, and buving received
-

of the Father tbe promise of the Ho!y
Ghost, be bath shed forth this, which
ye now see and bear. For David is
not ascended into tb,e heavens; but
be saitb himself, The Lord said unto
my Lord, Sit thou on my right band,
Until I make thy foes thy footstool.‘,
Peter declares the exaltation of
Christ and anchors this declaration
firmly in the wo,rds which God spoke
through David in the Old Testament.
It is the exalted Savior who had fulfilled His promise on the day of
Pentecost through the outpouring of
the Holy Ghost. Today also, Jesus
must be preached as the Exalted One;
exalted to the right hand of God’s
power and majesty; who sends the
Holy Ghost to His faithful followers;
who rules and governs all things in
the interest of His Church; who instructs, guides, comforts and warns
Hi3 people through His Word, and
finally leads them to eternal salvation. He, therefore, gives His true
disciples the promise: “Lo, I am with
you alway, even unto the end of the
world.”
Peter

Concludes

His Sermon,

Jesus As Both

Glorifying

Lord and Christ

“Therefore
let all the house of
Israel know assuredly, that God bath
made that same Jesus whom ye have
crucified, both Lord and Christ.”
Peter boldly declares to the Jews
that they must know, without question, that this Jesus whom they crucified is “both Lord and Christ.” He is
the Lord of all, that is, the King and
Ruler of the entke Universe. He is
the Christ, that is, the M.essiah who
had been promised to our first par-
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Acts, chapter 2, reading from verse
ents and throughout the Old Testa14 through verse 36. Such a bold
ment as the Savior of all lost and
condemned mankind. To this day we proclamation of the VVord of God
‘is one of the outstanding results of the
too must be assured of the fact that
Jesus Christ is King of kings and outpouring of the Holy Ghost. ConL’ord of lords, and that in Him alone tinue reading in the book of Acts
we have salvation for “There is none
and find the effect which such preachother name under heaven given among
ing had upon the people under the
men whereby we must be saved.”
This is the first apostolic s’ermon guidin,g power and influence of the
Holy Spirit.
-B
as we find it recorded in the book of

Ephesians 4, 8-1 Or W erefore he saith, When, he ascended up On high, he led capNow [that he ascended, what is it but
tivity captive, and gave gifts unto men.
that he also descended first ini)0 the lower parts elf the earth?
He that descended is
the same also that ascended up far above all heavens, that he might fill all things.

If we want to understand’ properly
the fruit and power of Christ’s
ascension, then we must consider it in
its connection with Christ’s dement,
namely with the state of deepest humiliation, in which Christ, true God and
Man, earlier had placed Himself.
-In view of the fact that since
Adam’s fall into sin, we people all lay
in the prison of sin, law, death, and
the devil, for that reason the Son
of God, out of eternal love and mercy,
decided to free us, and that in this
manner: He took upon H:imself the
f,orm of a s’inner and allowed Himself
for our sake to be placed into the
prison of sin, Law, death, and hell.
In this prison we see Jesus during
His entire life and in particular when
He sweat blood on the Mount of
Olives, when He hung on the cross,
and when, finally, beset by death and
devil, He gave up His precious’ life.
Death and the devil were jubliant
about that. It did appear as though
-

both had triumphed over Christ. But
now after He had reached the lower
parts of the earth, Christ had not lost
His divinity, rather He had only
voluntarily divested Himself of the
use of His divine glory, in order to
be able to sacrifice Himself for the
atonement of our sins; for when this
had taken place, then the prison suddenly discovered what kind of a strong,
powerful, yes,, Almighty Lord it had
made to be its prisoner. With divine
power Chris.t dashed to pieces all the
fortifications of death; for it was impossible, says Peter in his Pentecost
sermon, that He should be held by
death. Victoriously
&
arose from
the grave; all our enemies who had
wanted to hold the Lord Christ captive, Christ placed them in chains
and bonds, openly making a show of
them, and triumphing o,ver them. Only
one thing remained yet after His resurrection, the taking over of complete
rule, and this took place through the
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glorious
ascension, and
through
Christ’s sitting at the right hand of
Majesty, immediately following.

out of this life into eternity. Were
there no death, then the Christians
would also never seek the comfort of
‘God’s Word which they need.

Oh, what a glorious, comforting,
and joyful work is Christ’s ascension
for all who believe in Him! Through
it everything that had previously held
our souls captive, now became our
prisoner.
By nature we are all prisoners’ and
servants of sin, so that we are forced
to do what sin directs. Through the
ascension sin has now been made our
prisoner and it must Jo what we
direct. It can, indeed, still tempt us,
but also this must work together for
our good. For if there were no more
temptation of sin in this world, our
faith would soon grow cold, prayer
would become lukewarm,
and we
would regard and handle the Word
in but a sleepy, indolent manner. But
sin has to serve us to the end that we
double our zeal against it and take
hold of Christ and His grace the more
firmly, so that now it can even be
said of sin itself: “A0 things work
together for good to them that love
God,” accordingly, even sin itself!
The same applies to death. It is a
horrible enemy of the human race, a
vile poison, the most terrifying punishment of sin that God has inflicted.
But through Christ’s ascension it has
become the prisoner of all believers.
It can, indeed, frighten but not devour
them; yes, now it helps through its
terrors so that the Christians the more
speedily flee to Christ to seek help,
protection, and salvation from Him,
and so that they the more earnestly
prepare themselves for their departure
-

/1

The same applies to the Law. Its
curse no longer harms the Christians,
but only drives them to seek grace
and blessing in Christ. The Law’s
thunder has now been changed into a
fruitful
electrical storm, following
which the s,eeds of the Gospel the
more gloriously flourish and bloom.
The same, finally, applies also to
the devil himself. By nature he had
us all under his tyranny; but now
since Christ, our Savior, has seated
Himself on the throne, he is our
prisoner. Now, one little Word can
fell him. His cunning and power,
his stalking us in all our ways can
have no other effect than to destroy
the Christians’ false feeling of security, so that they commend themselves
the more diligently into God5 protection, and conduct themselves so
much more bravely, zealously, and
cautiously.
Accordingly, we then have the right
understanding of Christ’s ascension
when we consider it to be the victorious
capture of all of the enemies of our
soul which resulted from the battle
which Christ won through His death
and resurrection.
Oh, therefore, let us give thanks
to Christ for the glorious completion
of the work of our redemption. Let
us by faith take hold of His almighty
protection, then we are safe before
all our enemies; let us open our hearts
to Him, He will then fill them with
the abundance of His gifts. To Him
-

be honor and glory and adoration for
ever and ever!
(Melody:

the

How Lovely shines
Morning Star)

Lord Jesus, come, Thou Throne of
Grace,
Thou Victor, Son of David’s race,
Come, quiet our deep yearning.
Thou, Thou alone for all our good.,
0 Jesus, through Thy precious blood,

Htis gone, to heav’n returning.
Come now, he/p Thou,
An.d we pledge Thee,
‘We will gladly
Without measure
Praise Thee us our highest Treusure.
Amen.
Taegliche Hausandacht
C. F. W. Walther (Gull)
Translated by ELM.
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The doctrinal position of this group*
can best be determined from the following excerpts of the new constitution which contains statements such
as these: “The jurisdiction of the
American Lutheran Church over the
congregation shall be limited to the
following :

RelationBodies in

at Wilmot,
1957

S.D.

such ministerial acts as come within
the scope of their work.” (Page 27,
section 5)

“Inasmuch as the American Lutheran
Church will face the task of establishing relationships with other Lutheran Churches, it is agreed that . . .
at its constituting convention it adopt
resolutions applying for membership
in the National Lutheran Council,
1. To insure faithful adherence to
which resolutions shall be immediately
the doctrines of the church,
effective without referral to the dis2. to apply discipline when disloyaltricts; adopt resolutions applying for
ty to the Church’s doctrinal popsmembership in the Lutheran World
ition is evident;” (page 22, ReFederation, which resolutions shall be
port of the Joint Union Commitimmediately effective without referral
tee)
to the districts; adopt resolutions ap“All ordained pastors of the church
plying for membership in the World
active or emeriti, shall be under the
Council of Churches, which resoludiscipline of the church as administertions shall be immediately effective
ed by the district.”
(Page 25, secwithout referral to the districts.”
tion 2)
(Page 144, section 1)
“Those properly called to serve as
The document which all merging
chaplains in the Armed Forces or in
groups have adopted, in which they
institutions or agencies may perform
-
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set forth their public confessional
position, is entitled “United
Testimony on Faith and Life.” This document was already approved by the
uniting bodies at their conventions in
1952. In this document we find statements, utterly unlutheran,
in which
the visible and invisible church are
sorely confused, such as these: “We
believe that there is One, Holy, Univers.al and Apostolic church consisting
of all those in every age who have
been united with Jesus Christ through
faith in Him, have been baptized into
His name, and live in fellowship with
Him. The church is the congregation
of saints in which the Gospel is rightly
taught and the Sacraments rightly
administered. And to the true unity
of the Church it is enough to agree
concerning the doctrine of the Gospel
and the administration of the Sacraments. Nor is it necessary that human
traditions, rites or ceremonies instituted by men shou1.d be everywhere
alike. Consistent with this historic
Lutheran position we acknowledge
with joy the presence of redeemed
children of God in all the churches
where the revealed Word of God and
the Sacraments are used with such
fidelity to their God-given purposes
that sinners can be saved thereby. We
rejoice in our spiritual fellowship with
all fellow believers in the One Church,
the Communion of Saints.” (Page
169). Note: There is here no statement as to the invisibility
of the
Church. In fact, in our study as we
prepared this Digest, we failed to
to find in a single doctrinal declaration any reference to the invisibility
of the church, save alone in the Brief

-

Statement of 1932.
‘<It is recognized that some Christians, both laymen and pastors, have
received greater gifts than others to
declare the Word to the unconverted
or unchurched. Eph. 4: 11, ‘God gave
some . . . evangelists.’ The local
congregation may agree to engage
such evangelists to supplement the
ministry of its pastor for a stipulated
period of time.” (Regarding evangelism, Page 179) 0 ur comment: What
else is this if not giving official ap
proval to the temporary call and to
preaching by the laity?
Yt is likewise recognized that in
addition to the regular church services
there is value in special public gatherings for the purpose of calling to repentance and faith the unsaved and
the carnally secure. Caution must be
exercised, however, n,ot to substitute
mass hysteria for the sound working
of the Holy Spirit through the regular preaching of the Gospel and the
administration of the Sacraments. The
congregation will make certain that
its whole program shall be permeated
with the spirit of Scriptural Evangelism.” (Evangelism, Page 179)
Regarding fellowship, we read page
180, point 4: Yt is admitted that a
problem of serious proportions arises
from the fact that there are erring
brethren. They are brethren, because
with us they share justifying faith.
They are erring in so far as they depart from the truth as revealed in the
Scriptures or from the life demanded
by the regenerating Gospel. We feel
the urge to confess our common faith
but we realize the danger of condoning error and thereby confusing the
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Church. There is no easy solution to
this problem. As we acknowledge the
measure of unity that exists we must
at the same bear witness against error
as we see it, humbly re-examining our
tinderstanding of the truth in the light
of the revealed Word. So long as witness can be born to the truth as we see
it in Christ, a measure of outward
fellowship may be enjoyed even with
such as differ with us in the apprehension of certain aspects of the truth.”
Point 5 continues along the same
lines: “There is room for a large
measure of co-operation in externals
which need not involve the principles
of spiritual fellowsh.ip. So long as there
is no compromise of divine truth, such
co-operation in external matters may
.
be practiced with secular groups or
with other churches.”
Point 6, Article III on Church fellowship has this: “The MINNE?
APOLIS THESES, formulated as a
result of century-long experience of
the Lutheran Church, has been accepted by our church bodies in 1930
.and furnishes the correct guiding
principles ,of fellowship
for our
Church.”
In‘ closing, a brief comment regardirig our former brethren in the Synod.
- 1 1 .I
ical Conference, particularly tno5e m
the Missouri Synod. The present position of Missouri has been best stated
by President Behnken, as publicized
in the MLWAUKEE
LUTHERAN
and quoted in the August 1957 issue
of our CONCORDIA
LUTHERAN,
page 126: “When the new American
Lutheran Church takes form, after
the mergers set to be completed in
-

1960, it can continue the merger negotiation,s with the Missouri Synod
which came to a standstill when the
present American Lutheran Church
promised to lose its identity due to
its combine with other church bodies.
The Rev. Dr. John W. Behnken,
Missouri Synod president, told the
body’s English District at its recent
convention that ‘if the Lutheran
Church-Missouri
Synod is asked by
the new American Lutheran Church
to participate in merger negotiations
we shall be willing to do so.’ Dr.
Behnken said that his synod would
urge that any invitations extended to
it would also be extended to other
member churches of the Synodical
Conference. He promised that ‘we
ourselves would urge them to accept
an invitation to participate with us’.
This is in line with a promise made
by Missouri to its Conference brethren, before it negotiated any new
merger talks. It does no:t mean, however, that Missouri would decline such
talks if the other Conference churches
decided to do so.
“The Missouri Synod, according to
its historical position, has always been
willing to discuss matters and to reach
agreement, Dr. Behnken said. He added, we insist on doctrinal agreement
before there can be unity.”
Our final comment: Matt. 7: 15,
20: “Beware of false prophets which
come to you in sheep’s clothing, but
inwardly they are ravening wolves.
Wherefore by their fruit5 ye shall
know them.”
+The bodies which plan to reorganize
themselves as the new American
Lutheran Church in 1960.
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The fact that there is a devil is
openly scoffed at by many people.
Some maintain that such a teaching
may be permissable for little children
by scaring them into obedience, but
certainly not for any educated adult.
Others think that a person is nothing
else than superstitious if he believes
that there actually is a devil. The
modernists in the church fall right in
line with the unbelieving chldren of
the world by declaring the Biblical
teach:ng of the devil to be a fable, a
myth. Yes, many of those who claim
to be the followers of the Bible boldly
state: There is no devil! Mary Baker
Eddy, the founder of the Christian
Science cult, says, “The supposition
that there are good and evil spirits
is a mistake.” Mrs. Eddy defines the
devil as “a lie, error.” (Science and
Health with Key to the Scriptures,
p. 70,584) To be consistent, all those
who deny the existence of the devil
m.ust at the same time deny the fall
of man into sin, original sin, the redemption of all men by Christ, Holy
Baptism, and the Gospel of Christ.
Turning to the Holy Word of God
we see that it very plainly and unmistakably teaches the existence of the
evil and wicked angels.
The Lord tells us through the pen
of the Apostle Peter’ “Be sober, be
vigilant; because your adversary, the
devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about,
seeking whom he may devour.” (I
Pet. 5:s) In the beginning, the Lord
God had created all the angels good;
they were holy and pure. In the Book
of Genesis we are told, rcAnd God
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saw everything that He had made,
and, behold, it was very good.” (I : 3 1)
For some reason (many hold that it
was pride) some of the angels did
not remain in this original state, but
fell away from God into sin. In the
Gospel of John the Savior tells us
that the devil ‘Cabodenot in the truth.”
(8:44) And in the Epistle of Jude
we are told that some of the angels
“kept not their first estate, but left
their own habitation.”
(v 6) The
falling away ,of some of the angels
from God took place sometime after
Creation and before the Fall of Man.
When the devil and his angels fell
away from God the result was-rejection by God. And the punishment
of the evil angels is eternal torment
in the fire of hell. The Lord Jesus
says, “Depart from Me, ye cursed,
into eve&sting fire, prepared for the
devil and his angels.” (Matt. 25:41)
The Bible tells us, “God spared not
the angels that sinned, but cast them
down to hell, and delivered them into
ch.a& of darkness, to be reserved unto
judgment.”
(2 Pet. 2:4) And again
in the Epistle of Jude we are told
that the evil angels God “hath reserved in everlasting chains under
darkness unto the judgment of the
great day.” (v. 6) Thus the evil
angels receive the due reward of their
falling away from God-everlasting
punishment in hell!
The Word of God gives us the various names of the head of the evil
angels. In I Pet. 5 : 8, he is claled, “the
devil.” In other places he is called,
Satan, the Tempter, Serpent,, Beelze-
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bub, and the Accuser. The devil has
a well-organized kingdom; he is not
divided against himself. (Luke 11.18)
And the number of these wicked
angels is indeed great. When Christ
asked the devil: “What is thy name?”
The devil answered, “My name is
Legion: for we are many.” (Mark
5 : 9) When the devil and his angels
fell away from God, that perfect
knowledge and understanding which
they had enjoyed as good angels, now
became darkened. Yet, the evil angels
are still tremendously cunning and sly.
Think of the devil’s craftiness when
he tempted Eve to partake of the forbidden fruit in the Garden of Eden!
Rightly we sing in the Battle Hymn
of the Reformation, “Deep guile and
great might are his dread arms in
fight.” The wicked angels are also
very powerful. In the Gospel of Luke
the devil is described as “the strong
man.” (11: 21) He holds all unbelievers securely captive in his kingdom.
As powerful and sly as the wicked
angels are, nevertheless, they are not
allpowerful and &knowing;
they can
only go as far as God allows and permits them, as we see from the Book
of Job. (2:6) Another attribute of
the devil and his wicked angels which
the Scriptures picture to us, is their
untiring and reCentless zeal to, practice
their wicked power and craftiness.
The reas.on for this is %ecause he (the
devil) knoweth that he hath but a
short time.” (Rev. 12: 12)

crown of God’s creation-man!
The
activities of the evil angels are particularly directed against man, because
they can not harm God. All endeavors
of the wicked angels are aimed at
harming man in his body and especially
in his soul. All who do not believe
in Jesus as their Savior are doing
just exactly what the devil wills; they
are completely in his power. And the
fact that men do not know this and
even deny the existence of the devil,
is also due to the operation of the
devil. It is true that in some of the
unbeliever:. the operation of the devil
and his wicked angels is more intensified. Such was the case with Judas
Iscariot (Luke 22 : 3) . Furthermore,
when men worship any creature or
thing instead of the true God, they
are actually worshipping Satan. The
Apostle Paul reminds us, “The things
which the Gentiles sacrifice, they sacrifice to devils, and not to God.” (I
Cor. 10:20)

The devil and his angels are the
declared enemies of God. Being God’s
enemies they also despise and hate

At times the devil even takes possession of a person bodily. While visibly present here upon earth the Lord
Jesus healed many who were possessed of the devil. “When the even was
come, they brought unto Him many
that were possessed with devils: and
He cast out the spirits with His Word,
and healed all that were sick.” (Matt.
8: 16) And in the 5th chapter of Mark
we are told concerning a man who
was possessed with evil spirits: He
had his dwelling among the tombs;
and no man could bind him, not even
with chains: because he had often
been bound with chains and he would

the works

simply break them in pieces. Night

of

God,

especially,

the
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and day, he was in the mountains and
in the tombs, crying, and cutting himself with stones. The Lord Jesus
healed him by driving out the devils
and the m.an was then in his right
mind. We have no reason to believe
that cases of bodily possession by the
devil were limited to the time of
Christ and the Apostles. The symptoms which would indicate bodily
Satanic possession are: 1) the knowledge of strange languages, and of arts,
and sciences of which the possessed
person had no previous knowledge,
and which knowledge he does not retam after being restored to normal
conditions; 2) the knowledge of things
hidden to man, or of occurrences, both
present and future, in distant parts;
3) super-human strength and power;
4) foul language; 5) distortion of
features; 6) horrible cries; 7) blaspheming God and scoffing at one’s
fellow men; 8) violent raving against
one’s self, or against onlookers. (Past.
Theol. p. 209 ff.)

tion, but the power and might of the
devil and his wicked angels have been
destroyed by Christ the Victor! “Forasmuch, then, as the children are partakers of flesh and blood, He also
Himself likewise took part of the same
that through death 2% might destroy
him that bud the power of death, that
ir, the devil, and deliver them who
through fear of death were all their
lifetime subject to bondage.” (Heb.
2: 14,1’5) Whoever believes in Jesus
as his Savior has been delivered from
the power of Satan and translated into
the kingdom of God.

After the devil tempted Adam and
Eve to sin, we know that all men thereby became sinners. The Apostle states,
“All have sinned.” (Rom. 5: 12) And
again, “By the offense of one judgment came upon all men to condemnation.” (v. 18) Through the fall of
Adam and Eve all men came under
the power of the devil. When Christ
came into the world, then the devil
tried to hinder Christ and the work
for which He had come into the
world. The devil, however, did not
succeed. And as the result of Jesus’

The devil and his wicked angels
wage war unceasingly against the
Church, a,gainst the Christians. He
constantly attacks the Christians day
and night in order that he might somehow entice and lure them away from
Christ and thus lead them on the
broad path which leads to everlasting
destruction. The means which Satan
uses are just about countless. He brings
up false doctrine, for he is a liar
from the beginning. (John 8:44) He
leads us t.o carnal security, so that we
stay away from the Divine Service
without a justifiable reason. He leads
us into all manner of sin, vice, and
shame. He tries to lead us into the
pit of despair because of our sins,
even as he did in the case of Judas.
But thanks be to God, we Christians
can resist and overcome the assaults
of this wicked foe. “Whom
(the
devil) resist stedfast in the faith’,’
says the Apostle Peter. When the
wicked angels come with their temp-

suffering and death, we not only have

tations, then we are to resist with our

the forgiveness of sins, life and salva-

faith
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which

is

the

shield

which

quenches all the fiery darts of the
devil. (Eph. 6) “Resist the devil, and
he will flee from you.” (James 4:7)
When we Christians make use of the
Word of God then the devil must
flee, even as he did when the Lord

Jesus told him, “It is written!” (Matt.
4) In the strength of Jesus our Savior
let us fight against the devil and his
wicked angels which seek to rob us
of our faith in Christ and the joys of
-M.L.N.
heaven.

Bible Study Outlines
CHURCH
VI

ATTENDANCE

False motives in attending Church.

Many go to Church-

A. merely to be seen of people and to show off their finery.
especially of Easter!) Matt. 6:5

(Think

B. for business reasons.
C. Can you add some more?
VII

A blessed Church attendance.
A. Arrange our affairs in such a manner on Saturday so that we are
ready and eager to hear God’s Word on Sunday morning.
B. Come a little early so that we have time to offer a prayer before the
Divine Service begins. Eccl. 5: 1; Hymn 5, v.1
C. Boisterousness and loud talking
and should be avoided.

are most disturbing

in the Church

D. Sing along with all of the hymns and join in the prayers.
E. Receive the preaching as the Word of God and apply it to ourselves.
I Thess. 2:13; Luke lo:16
F. If there are any visitors persent make it a point to greet them after
the Service. Out-of-town visitors could be invited for dinner, and, if
necessary, be given overnight lodging. I Pet. 4:9; Rom. 12: 13.
G. Put into practice what we have learned from the Word of God. Luke

8: 11-15
VIII

Excuses which people often give for not going to Church.
A. “I can listen to, a sermon over the radio.” Heb. lo:25
1. Whoever does not come to the Divine Service usually does not bother
to read or listen to a sermon at home.
2. Such an attitude shows contempt for the Office of the Ministry.
Luke lo:16
B. “I know everything that the Pastor preaches.”
1. Is that really true?

-
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2. “I am also a doctor and preacher . . . And I must still read and
study daily, and yet I cannot master it as I wish, but must remain
a child and a pupil of the Catechism, and am glad so to remain.”
(Luther)
C. “Church-going does not save one.” It is true that the outward attendance in Church does not save one. (The Pharisee, Luke 18). Sitting
at a table does not fill a person unless he eats. But one thing is certain, whoever despises the preaching of God’s Word will not be saved!
John 8:47
D. “I don’t trust the Pastor. I was cheated once and I don’t intend to be
cheated again.” Would you blame all mechanics for the bad job which
one mechanic may have done on your car?
E. “I still have plenty of time to go to Church and be good, I want to
enjoy life first.” Luke 12:16-21; Gal. 6:7,8
F. “My faith is strong enough so that I do not have to attend Church
every Sunday.” I Cor. 10: 12
IX

What are some of the reasons for irregular Church attendance?
A. Self-complacency

and unbelief.

Luke

14: 16-20

B. Through irregular Church attendance a person not only robs himself
of many blessings, but his spiritual life grows weaker and weaker
and he becomes an easy prey for the devil who is really behind irregular attendance at the Divine Service.
X

What can be done to improve Church attendance?
A. False inducements.
stamps, CL., Nov. 1957, p. 167 ff.)
2. The formation of clubs and organizations with the express purpose
in mind of bringing people to Church through social activities.

1. Offering

rewards (Trading

B. The Scriptural

method.

1. The preaching of the pure Word of God is the only means by
which we should get the people to attend Church. “There is nothing
that attaches the people more to the Church than a good sermon.”
(Luther) Rom. 10: 17
2. Brotherly adm.oniticns
Col. 3:16; Heb. lo:25

from

the pastor,

3. Set a good example by diligently
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elders,

and members.

attending Church ourselves.
-M.L.N.
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AN

OFFICIAL

ANNOUNCEMENT

Since the congregations of our Concordia Lutheran Conference have
officially approved and given their consent to the proposed new constitution, we are as of now, in accordance with the resolution adopted at the
Convention last August, operating under the new constitution.
This circumstance has made necessary the official appointment of
the following committee members: Mr. Ernest Steinke, Oskaloosa, Iowa,
as lay member of the Committee on Lutheran Union; Pastor M. L.
Natterer to serve on the Editorial Committee as Assistant Editor of the
Concordia Lutheran; and Pastor J. Ernest Shufelt as the second pastormember of the Committee on Theological Education.
May the L.ord of the Church grant cheerfulness, faithfulness, and
wisdom to these brethren in their work; and, under our new co,nstitution,
may He bestow His richest blessings upon us all, in order that His name
may b”e hallowed, His kingdom come, and His will be done among us, to
the glory of His name and to the furtherance of His Church everywhere!
E. L. Mehlberg, President
Concordia Lutheran

Conference
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