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To show, on the basis of Scripture,
what
true Christians are to believe and how, out
of Iove for their Savior Jesus Christ, they are
to lead godly lives.
To furnish aids for Bible study and articles
for Scriptural devotion and meditation.
To demonstrate, by our Scriptural stand,
that our Concordia Lutheran Conference is not
a sect or a false church body but that the
congregations which form our Conference
comprise the true’ risible church on earth, not
denying, however, that there may be others
unknown to us who truly share our Scriptural
position in doctrine and practice and who also
rightly belong to the true risible church of
Christ.
To urge all who truly share our Scriptural
position in doctrine and practice to acknowledge our position openly and publicly in order
that we may recognize the blessed existence
of such God-given unity and that we may
then proceed to practice a God-pleasing church
fellowship with them by supporting each
other’s work with our prayers and personal
service as mutually acknowledged brethren in
the faith.
To show that we do not have among us a
mixture of divergent teachings but that we
are, by God’s grace, “perfectly joined together
in the same mind and in the same judgment.”
To set forth pertinent historical information which has a bearing upon the Church
and to expose modern philosophical thought
end the so-called scientific theories which
contradict the Word of God.
To expose particularly the false teaching
and practice of the various so-called “Lutheran” church bodies by comparing their teaching and practice with what is plainly recorded
in the Word of God, in the Lutheran Confessions, and in the old orthodox Lutheran
writings.
To expose false teaching and
wherever it makes its appearance and
abreast of the current happenings
church world and among the nations

practice
to keep
in the
as signs

of the times.

To be truthful and factua1 in our reporting
and freely to correct any misinformation of
which we are not aware and which has been
called to our attention. Also to clarify any
information or statement of doctrine or practice which may be unclear to our readers or
which mav create a wrong impression.

w

w

EIGHTH
ANNUAL
CONVENTION
OF

tlhtrirr&t

THE

Gtt~~ran

Gutfmnro

AUGUST 8 through
AUGUST 11,1958
( Friday Through Monday)

PEACE
~VRn~E~~~~UTHERRn
CHURGH
TlNtEY
PARK,
IlllNOlS
ESSAYS

TO BE DELIVERED:

At the Pastoral Conference -EXEGETICAL

PAPER on JUDE . . E. L. Mehlberg

THE DOCTRINE of the CHURCH and MINISTRY
and its APPLICATION
with SPECIAL REFERENCE to OUR TIMES . . . . . . . . . . E. C. Hallstein

At the Convention -INSPIRATION

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . J. Ernest Shufelt

THE PLACE OF THE CHRISTIAN WOMAN IN
THE HOME . . . . . . . . . . . . M. L. Natterer
Defend Thy truth, 0 God, and stay

This evil generation;
And from the error of its way
Keep Thine own congregation.
The wicked everywhere abound
And would Thy little flock confound;
But Thou art our Sahtion.
-Hymn
260, v. 6
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Once again the anniversary of the
birth of our nation has come and
gone. On July 4th the United States
was privileged to celebrate its 18Znd
birthday. Without a doubt, many an
American Christian, thinking of loved
ones in the service, expressed a prayer
of thanks to God ‘for the comparative peacetime observance of this great
holiday.
Independence Day was first observed in 1776; church bells rang, prayers
yere said, and the Declaration of
Independence was read in the churches.
The keynote of liberty covered also
the field of religion. This was safeguarded in the Constitution drawn
vp by the colonies in 1787, for the
First Amendment forbids Congress
“to make any law respecting an establishment of r&gion. or prohibiting
the free exercise therof.”
Thus the
wonderful heritage of religious liberty
&as been handed down through the
years, and it is ours today,
We Christians, therefore, ought
earnestly and diligently, to pray for
the welfare -of -our country and for
our government in recognition of our
responsibility as Christian citizens- of
o;ur nation. Through the mouth of
Paul, God says, “1 exhort therefore
that first of all . . . prayers . . . be
made for all men, for kings, and for
all that are in authority; that we may
lead a quiet and peaceable life in all
godliness and honesty.”
I Tim. 2,
1-2. As law-abiding citizens of our
nation we ought to be examples to
others and in the many problems that

confront our government we should
constantly remember it in our prayers.
However, America’s freedom is be.ing threatened by all manner of un~
godliness. Our co,untry will do well
to reco.gnize that. its freedom can continue only as our nation lives under
God. We are ‘an independent nation;
yet IIIOSCdipendent upon our heave+
Father. Only as more and more peat
pfe -of, otir na.tion turn in true fai&
to Jesus Christ, the only Source tif
hope and comfort, will the gracious
hand of God guide, bless, and protect
our country day by day.
Above all, let us never fbrget that
ours is a greater freedom as Christians. ‘We mean the liberty purchased
and won for. -us by the all-atoning
sacrifice ,of our Lord when He freed
us from the bondage of sin, the rule
of the devil, ,and the terror of death
This is the -greatest liberty of al!, and
this freedom becomes ours through
faith in Christ. Nothing can afford
man greater peace ‘and happj.ness than
the liberty which he enjoys as a believer., Paul .wLrites, “For the law of
the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath
made me free from the law of sin and
And again,
Rcim. 8, 2.
death.”
‘<Where the spirit oi the Lord is,
there is, hberty.” 2 Cor. 3, 17. And
Jesus Himself states, ‘rYe shall know
the truth, and the truth shall make
you free.‘” John 8, 32.
Do we truly appreciate the relisr,ious
freedom. with^ which God has blessed
our nation? May our daily walk of
life be such as will lead -others to re-

alize that this is a precious treasure,
closely connected with the Christ-centered liberty that alone gives hope,

FREEDOM

May God prelife, and salvation!
serve it unto us as long as the world
-0.w.s.
shall stand!

THROUGH

Several days ago we celebrated the
day of our national independence, the
4th of July, a day in which the minds
of the people in these United States
turned td thoughts of LIBERTY
and FREEDOM.
On that day our
minds should have once again recalled the great principles of freedom upon which our nation was
founded and built: freedom of speech,
freedom of the press, freedom of religion and all of the other civil liberties which we as a free people enjoy.
Freedom and liberty have been the
cry of the ages. As far back as
records go this fact is true. Man
has an urge for freedom and as our
common-day slogan has it: “Freedom
is everybody’s business.” Every land,
every nation has its heroes and leaders in the struggle for liberty and
huge monuments have been erected
in their honor. But there is a freedom which is far greater than all
civil liberties and it is of this freedom of which the Lord Jesus speaks
when He says: “If the Son therefore shall make you free, ye shall be
free indeed.”
Christ Has Won This Freedom
For Us

Man was created to be free!

Ev-

erything in the world was created for
man’s benefit,

to be subject to the

will of man.

God gave man do,min-

ion over the fish of the sea, over the

-

CHRIST

fo,wl of the air, and over the cattle,
and over all the earth, and over every
creeping thing that creepeth upon
Man was placed in a
the earth.
beautiful garden paradise, to watch
over it and to care for it. Here
I- *
grew the sweetest of herbs, the ra.rest of flowers, the most beautiful foliage and through its midst flowed
sparkling rivers of living water. Everything was perfect. Man was content. Yes, man was free!
But Satan deprived man of that
freedom. Though the fall of Adam
all men fell into the bondage of sin
and became slaves of the devil. No
longer was. there a just man upon
the earth who could do good and s!n
not. Man’s very nature was changed.
The image of God was lost. No longer
was man perfectly holy and righteous
but a sinful and corrupt outcast, an
enem-/ of the Most High God, and
his end would be eternal servitude
and bondage in the flames of hell.
And there was nothing that man
could do to buy back his freedom.
But on the very day of the Fall a
spark of hope was given to mankind.
A Saviour was promised, the Seed of
the woman, who would bruise the
serpent’s head and free all people
forever from the bondage and servitude of sin, Satan, and eternal death.
Down through the ages rang this
promise of freedom through the coming Messiah. The Psalmists sang it;
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the prophets proclaimed it; many people heard it, believed it, rejoiced in
it, and were saved from eternal bondage. Then came one, crying in the
wilderness: “Make straight the way
of the Lord” and “Behold the Lamb
of God that takest away the sin of
the world.”
-And
to this day the
promise of freedom is given to all men
through the Gospel of Jesus Christ.
In the Gospel, the Savior offers
us our true freedom. He alone had
the authority and power to mgke us
free, for He, as true God, became
man in order to make satisfaction for
our guilt and to offer to us and to
a/I an absolute charter of pardon
through His bitter suffering
and
death on the cross. Christ came “to
proclaim Liberty to the captives, and
the opening of the pr:son to them
that are bound.”
Freedom through
Christ!
Can there be any greater
freedom?
Christ

Bestows This Freedom
Upon Us

Many of the citizens of our nation
consider themselves free while, at the
same time, they are living in the most
abject slavery: Slaves to the dollar
sign, to whom money means all and
is all; slaves to philosophy and human
wisdom which is contrary to the wisdom of God; slaves to evil habits
which, try as they may by their own
power, they cannot break; slaves of
evil thoughts and passions which war
against the soul and which human
will-power cannot stifle; slaves to the
pleasures of this world which seem
to them to be too good to be harmful.
Talk to such people about en-

croachments upon their civil liberty
and property. Tell them of damage
done to their lands and homes and
they will understand you very well.
They will give you a sensible reply
for it touches them and affects them.
But tell them of the bondage of sin,
of being captives of Satan, and of
freedom only thruogh Christ; tell them
of the wrong done to their souls, of
the wrath to come and of the hazard
of their eternal welfare - and they
look at you with indifference; they
mock you with a half-smile and say
with the unbelievers of old: “You
bring certain strange things to our
“We have never heard the
ears.”
like of it before.”
Or sarcastically,
they exclaim: “Doth he speak in parables?”
Spiritual and eternal freedom is far
above the common privileges of civil
rights and liberty. It is freedom which
is bestowed upon us only through our
Savior Jesus Christ. In Christ Jesus,
by God’s grace alone through faith,
we have such freedom, perfect freedom; freedom from sin, from judgment, from condemnation, from fear.
Through this freedom which Christ
bestows upon us we become new creatures; free from the guilt of sin which
merited the wrath of God; free from
the bondage of the Law through
which none of us can prove ourselves
righteous; free from our spiritual enemies; free in the service of God. No
longer, then, should the almighty dollar rule our lives; no longer thould
human wisdom and philosophy direct
our reasoning; no longer should wicked habits, evil thoughts and passions
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control our actions; no longer should
the pleasures of this world hide from
us our heavenly goal. We are FREE
through Christ!

bi?#

OF

because the Scriptures ascribe to Him
attributes of God. He is OMNIPRESENT
(present
everywhere) .
Psa. 139: 7-l@ “Whither shall I go

dii%uuHd
Lesson
28
THE CREED
SANCTIFICATION

The work of sanctification, of making people holy is ascribed. especially
to the Holy Ghost. The Holy Ghost
is the Third- Person of the Holy Trinity, true God together with the Father
and the Son. Matt 28: 19: “GO ye,
therefore, und teach (make disciple
of) ull nutions, baptizing them in the
Name of the Luther and of the Son
and of the Holy Ghost.” H!! is true
God because the Scriptures expressly
call Him God. I Cor. 3:16: CrKnow
ye not thut ye are the temple sf God,
und that the Spirit of God (the Holy
Ghos.t) dwelletb in you.” And Acts
5z3.4: PrPet+ersaid, ‘An,anius, why

bath Satan filled thine heart to lie
to the Holy Ghost?-Thou bast not
lied unto men, but unto God.” He is
true God because He took part in
God’s work of creation. Gen. 1:2:
“And the Spirit of God moved upon
the face of the waters.” This was a
lifegiving, creative moving (literally
“brooded” as a bird on a nest to give
independent life to its young).
And
Psa. 33:6: “By the Word of the Lord

were the heavens made; and all the
hosts of them 6y the Breath (Spirit)
of His Mouth.”
The heavens were
made by the Spirit that proceeds
from God, that is, the Holy Ghost.
The Holy Ghost is true God also
-

from Thy Spirit, or whither shall I
flee from Thy presence? If I uscend
up into heaven, Thou ur3 there; if I
make my bed h bell, behold Thou
art there. If I take the wings of the
morning and dwell in the uttermost
parts of the sea, even there shall Thy
band lead me, und Thy right band
shall bold me.” He is OMNISCIENT (He knows all things). I Cor.
2: 13: ‘The Spirit seurchetb all things,
yea, the deep things of God.”
As we have seen, the Holy Ghost
is called in Scripture, by various
(the Spirit of God,” ?he
Names:
Hold Ghost,” ‘Tthe Breath of His
Mouth,” He is also called the Holy
Spirit (Psa. 51:Il; Luke II:l3),
the
Spirit of Glory (I Pet. 4: 14)) the
Spirit of Truth (John 14: 17; 15:26),
the Comforter
(John 14:16, 26;
15:26). He is called “Holy Ghost’?
or “Holy Spirit” because, being true
God, He is a spirit, and being true.
God, He :s holy in Himself; for God
is holy. Isa. 6: 3 : “Holy, holy, holy
is the Lord of Hosts.” But He is
also called “Holy” because He makes
us holy by working faith in our hearts
and imparting to us the blessings of
I Cor. 6: 11: rcBut ye
redemption.

are washed, but ye ure sanctified, but
ye ure justified in the Name of the
Lord Jesus and br the Spirit of our
God.”
This work of the Holy

Ghost in

us is of the utmost importance

be-

cause it is a work that no man can
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perform of and for himself; for the
Scriptures teach that the natural man
(man as he is born of the flesh, born
into the world) is spiritually blind.
I Cor. 2: 14: “The natural man receiveth not tbje things of the Spirit
of God; for they are foolishness unto

ing the things of the flesh, that is,
he is carnally minded (Rom. 8: 5, 6) .
Rom. 8:7: “Th e carnal mind is enmity
against God.” It hates God. It cannot believe in Christ or come to Him.
But Rom. 8:9: rrYe are not in th,o
flesh, but in the Spirit if so be that
the Spirit of God dwell in you.” And
I Cor. 12:3: “No man can suy that
Jesus is the Lord (his own Lord)

him; neither can be know them; because they are spiritually discerned.”
Human reason is a preCous gift of
God. By it one can learn and evaluate many things in daily life. But
“the things of the Spirit,” the truths
about our salvation in Christ, have
never entered into man’s heart; therefore he can not by his own reason
believe in Jesus Christ or come to
Him. I Cor. 2:9, 10: “Eye buth not

but by the Holy Ghost.”

seen, nor ear beard, neither have entered into the heart of man, the things
that God bath prepared for them thut
love Him. But God bath rteveuled
them unto us by His Spirit.”

It is God the Holy Ghost Who
“calls, gathers, enlightens, and sanctifies the whole Christian Church on
earth, and keeps it with Jesus Christ
in the one true faith.”
By the Gospel in Word and Sacraments, He
carries on His mighty work, for the
salvation and sanctificaton of sinful
men.
-J.E.S.
NOTICE!
The 1955 and 1956 Proceedings
of the Concordia
Lutheran
Conference
are
now available.
They may
be ordered from the Treasurer,
Mr.
Elfred
Bloedel,
4528 North 68th St., Milwaukee 16, Wisconsin.
The
price is 25c per copy.

The Scriptures also teach that the
natural man is spiritually dead. Eph.

2: 1: rrYou-were
dead in trespasses
and sins.” Natural man has physical
and mental strength, and he uses both
in committing all manner of sin. But
this very fact shows that h.is heart
has departed from the Lord, that he
is dead to God, spiritually dead. He
has no strength to believe in Jesus
Christ his Lord, or come to Him. He
cannot do a spiritual act. Eph. 2:4,5:

“But God, even when we were
dead in sins, bath quicked us (made
us alive) together with Christ.”
And finally, the Scriptures teach
that the natural man is at enmity
against God. By nature, he is %orn
of the flesh (John 3:6) ; he is mind-

-

Note: The 1957 Proceedings will be ready in the
near future.
CONFIRMATION

IN WILMOT,

S. D.

On Sunday, July 6th, four children of St. Stephen’s Lutheran
Church, Wilmot, S. D., were confirmed.
They had completed &
two-year course of instruction
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in the chief parts of Christian
doctrine and were examined before the congregation on June 29.
The members
of the class
are Corinne Frerichs, Kathleen
Schaefer, Neil Cummins, and
Noel Cummins. The latter two
are twins.
Pastor 0. W. Schaefer conducted the examination and also

performed the rite of confirmation. After the service the ladies
of the congregation served a dinner in the church basement for
all members and guests.
May the Lord preserve these
new communicant members in
the truefaith and keep them loyal to His Word of Truth as long
-0. w. s.
as they live!

GRACEDHIICATICN

THROUGH
GCD*S
‘A CHURCH
On the 3rd Sunday after Trinity
the members of the Trinity Lutheran
Church, Muscatine, Iowa, J. E. Shufelt, Pastor, dedicated their house of
worship to the Triune God, Father,
Son, and Holy Ghos.t.
It was the privilege of the undersigned, to God’s rich grace, to bring
an appropriate message from God’s
Word to the congregation for this
joyful occasion. He addressed the
brethren and friends, which included
visiting brethren from neighboring
congregations, on the basis of Psalm
26. We were exhorted by God’s Word
to dedicate this house of worship in
the spirit of God’s servant, David:
acknowledging God as our only Judg,e;
trusting God’s loving kindness for our
salvation; walking in God’s truth; loving the habitation of God’s house,
the place where His honor dwelleth;
being assured, then, in conclusion, that
such faithful steadfastness in Word
and holy Sacraments will bring God’s
temporal and eternal blessings upon
flock and shepherd, so that their
-

souls will constantly experience God’s
mercy unto their blessed need, and, on
the last day, they will joyously join
the hosts of all the redeemed in the
above, blessing His
congregations
saving name forever and ever! In
the words of A Mighty Fortress is
our God, the congregation gave its
heartfelt and concluding response to
God’s Word of Grace.
Other congregations of the Concordia Lutheran
Conference, with
which body Trinity Lutheran Church
is in fellowship who were unable to
be represented at the dedication service by brethren from their midst, sent
greetings in the Savior’s name, conthe Muscatine brethren
gratulating
and expressing their prayerful best
wishes for the up-building of God’s
Kingdom through their place of worship in their hearts, home, and community.
The

heartwarming

Christian hospitality

fellowship

and

which the under-

signed experienced among the breth-
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ren at the church and in the parsonage will not soon be forgotten.
For
this he is grateful to them and especially to the Lord from whom
comes the grace which enables ss
people to bestow and receive the bless+
ings of His sonship. May the Triune

W&F

God continue to grant Holy Trinity
Church, and all of us, His mercy
and grace! So will we compass thine
altar, 0 Lord: that we may publish
with the voice of thanksgiving, and
tell of all Thy wondrous works!
E.
H. Mehlberg.

96 7h 6444PA

Psalm 26, 8: Lord, I h ave loved the habitation of thy
house, and the place where thine honour dwelleth.
There have been times in which
Christians, were not able to enjoy
the good fortune of being able to
gather in public buildings and there,
undisturbed, hear God’s Word and
jointly praise and call upon God.
Even in the Holy Scriptures we read
that the believers at the time of the
Apostles were able to assemble in
private homes only, and, not only that,
but even here they usually ventured
to conduct their joint worship only behind locked doors because of their
enemies.
And church history informs us that during the entire first
three centuries of the Christian period, the Christians had to search out
desert places mostly untrod by man,
forests, caves, and desolate tombs,
whenever they wanted jointly to hear
the Word of God and pour out their
hearts to the Lord in their distress.
It is true, mlore charitable-minded
heathen Emperors did occasionally
allow them to build beautiful, roomy
meeting places for themselves, but
often the very same Emperor had
these their churches torn down again;
yes, it happened repeatedly that
while they were assembled inside, the
-

churches of those Chrbtians were set
on fire and together with all those
within, who were worshipping Christ
Jesus, were burned up and turned into
a heap of ashes. Thus, according to
the report of the church historian,
Nicephorus, at the beginning of the
fourth century, an entire Christian
congregation in Nikomcdien,
Asia
Minor, by command of the Emperor
Maximian, was seized while worship
ing in its church where it had just
celebrated the joyous Christmas festival, and under threat of death by
8-e
rare was commanded to worship the
false gods. Not one in the audience,
however, consented to do this. Thereupon, the church was quickly surrounded, set on fire, and so an assembly of over a thousand Christian-s
was burned up all at once without
mercy.
Those were certainly hard, sad
times. For all that, as sad as it is
for a Christian not to, be able to
assemble in his church with his brethren, undisturbed and without fear of
persecutors, still, it i.s beyond comparison far more sad and more dangerous when Christians indeed own
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a beautiful church building in which
they can quietly and without hindrance assemble themselves, but in
which God’s Word is either slandered
or else falsified.
A church in which
human opinion and human wit is
preached instead of God’s Word, is
nothing else than an open door of
hell, a slaughtering bench of Satan,
a pesthouse of souls. Whoever attends such a church of unbelievers
and enemies of Christ, it were better
for such a one if he entered a den
of robbers or murderers; for there,
only his mortal body, whereas, in a
church of unbelievers, his immortal
soul is killed. But a church in which,
indeed, God’s Word in part is preached, or as such is still read from the
Holy Scriptures, but still wrongly interpreted and perverted, such a church
is a place where not only many fountains of life and comfort are continually being plugged up and the souls
are being led on dangerous by-ways,
but also where Satan is by the handful sowing alongside of the seed of
God’s Word, the seeds of the poisonous weeds of false teaching into the
hearts of the listeners, seducing them.
Such churches, too, are so dangerous
that Christ also says concerning them:
“My house is a house of prayer, but
you have made it into a den of
thieves.” (A DEN OF MURDERERS, according to Luther’s translation
which Walther used-ELM).
Who,
therefore, can only attend such a
church, it would be better for such a
one if he would remain at home and
just read the Word

tles, even though in tearful loneliness.
But what good fortune it is when
Christians have both, when they not
only can attend a church undisturbed,
but when they also have such a
church in their midst where the Word
of God is preached in its truth and
purity and the holy Sacraments are
administered
t r u 1 y according to
Such a church,
Christ’s institution!
though it be ever so small and unimposing, is worth more than all the
shining castles of the great and wealthy of this earth. Such a church is
a place where the poor sinner in the
fellowship of his brethren not only
can speak with God, but where God
also speaks to him through the mouth
of man; where God through His
Word not only directs him unerringly
to heaven, but where the heaven of
grace and salvation opens itself wide
to him. Who enters such a church,
he has reason to exclaim with Jacob:
(inspiring reverent
“How dreadful
awe-ELM)
is this place! this is none
other but the house of God, and this
is the gate of heaven.”
(Melody: Now let us come
before Him)

Let me remuin Thy servunt
To pruise Thy love so fervent
Where Thou Thy Word recordeth,
True piety rewurdeth.
Let me while here I wander,
And with my brethren yon.der,
Where we shall see Thy presence,
Thee sing and praise with reverence.
Am’en.
Taegliche Hausandacht
C. F. W. Walther (Crull)
Translated by ELM.

of his God in

the writings of the Prophets and Apos-

-
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OVER- POPULATION
There has been much propaganda
of late to the effect that the world
is being over-populated, and that
something has to be done to check
the birth rate, or we will all starve
to death, since the earth could not
possibly produce enough food to support the millions being born into the
world.
The fact remains, however,
that the resources of the earth, the
seas and the air have never been
used to their full extent, even now
after 4500 years. And no man is wise
or learned enough to determine when
the limit

actually

Whatever

will

starvation

be reached.
and

poverty

there have been in the world
be attributed
stupidity

must

to the mismanagement,

and selfishness of men, not

to any real lack in the resources of
the earth.
women

Hence,

disobey

the

when men and
commands of

God in this connection, as so many
do, they commit race suicide and deprive themselves of the great blessings which God has connected with
the home and family life.

The world

belongs to those who in the fear of
God go out to ‘<subdue it”

and to

exercise the dominion over everything
in the earth which God has given
them.

The fearful,

pessimistic “wise-

5:1, St. Paul
In Galatians
writes: “Stand fust therefore in the

liberty wherewith Christ bath mud?
us free.” What is that LIBERTY?
It is freedom, true spiritual freedom:
freedom from the punishment of sin
and from the demands of the Law.
Yes, we Christians are not bound by
the Law - for Christ has made us
FREE. He has abolished the entire
ceremonial Law of the Old Testament: those laws which have to do
with meat and drink, purification,
sacrifices, holy days, sabbaths, and
hundreds of other things which the
Jews were required to do by God’s
express command. Christ Jesus moreover perfectly fulfilled the Ten Commandments for us and in our stead
that we might stand righteous and
holy before God. We are, therefore,
not obligated in any way to try to
perform the impossible task of gaining heaven for ourselves by keeping
the commandments against which we
sin daily in our thoughts, words and
deeds, and on account of which we
deserve nothing but eternal punishment in Hell.
It is God’s will that
we simply believe in His dear Son
Jesus Christ and obtain eternal life
through faith alone in His name.
Thus, we are freed by Christ from
the curse and bondage of the Law.
But this “liberty

wherewith Christ

acres” who think they know so much

hath made us free” has often been

better than God what the world needs

greatly

can succeed only in destroying them-

themselves wise, for example, there are
those who say: “If Jesus has made
us free from the curse and bondage

selves and all who follow

-From

them.

Eden to Egypt, by Lillegard.
-
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abused by those who think

of the- Law-then
we can do just as
we please, we can get drunk, we can
curse and swear, we can stay away
from church, we can live a riotous life,
we can surfeit ourselves with the
pleasures and enjoyments of this
world, etc.” They say: “We need
not be so concerned about keeping
God’s commandments and following
His pure Word because Jesus fulfilled
the Law for us. Didn’t He take our
sins upon HIimself and suffer the
punishment which we deserved?” But
such statements or excuses for sin
are placed into the minds of people
by Satan himself for their eternal
ruin, for Christ has not made us
free that we might live in ,sin! That
would be a most terrible abuse of the
liberty which Jesus has earned for us
poor s:nful creatures.
Because of the Savior’s work of
Redemption the Law indeed exercises
no force upon the Christian. It is not
-a yoke or bondage, for the true children of God earnestly strive to follow
the Scriptures and to live according
to God’s will not because they are
afra,id of punishment and not with
the hope of earning salvation for
themselves but simply because it is
the Christian’s greatest joy to do that
which is pleasing to the one true and
gracious God who spared not His
own Son but delivered Him up f
us all. Let us, therefore, stand fa11
in the liberty wherewith Christ h as
1
I11 *
maae
us rree,
not 1oy walking
after
the sinful lusts of the flesh, but by
serving the Lord with gladness!
-PRB
lb

--LA

-

A PRAYER
01 God, who art the Author of peace
and Lover of concord, in knowledge
of whom standeth

our eternal life,

who service is perfect freedom; defend
us, Thy

humble servants, in all as-

saults of our enemies; that we, surely
trusting in Thy defense, may not fear
the power of any adversaries, through
the might of Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.

LlFE

IS A JOURNEY

“A journey art thou, human life;
thou art not the true life! Thou art
alluring and seductive; and few are
they that know thee. The majority
of men trust in thee, instead of unmasking thee; they regard thee -as
their life, and thou dost rob them
of .the true life. Woe is me, wretche’d
.man. that I am, if .I do not see that
life is .eternal ! Fly away, then, thou
fleeting life; and we will ‘flee from
thee, ere thou dost flee from us!
They that love thee are led astray,
and they that believe in thee are deceived; but they that hate thee are
rich, and they that escape from thee
are saved. Let us, then, not follow
after the fleeting pleasures of this
life; for if we do, we rejoice that
the day of despair is coming; we eat,
that we may have eternal hunger;
and we drink, that we may thirst for
evermore! Our pilgrimage is laborious, but as pilgrims we hasten homeward to find rest in our fatherland.
Let us run, that we may reach our
home! Let our love, our longing,
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the desire of our heart, be directed
upward! Our fatherland is heaven,
where our Father dwells. Let our
watchword be: ‘Vita-via!’ (Life is a
journey). May our souls be filled
with thoughts and shapes of heaven!
Let not our hearts cling to the gilded
filth of this earth, to the dust under
out feet. Let us sing with all our
might: ‘My soul thirsteth for God,
for the living God; when shall I come
and appear before God?’ (Psalm 42,
2). ‘I have a desire to depart, and
be with Christ.’ (Philippians 1, 23).
Let us tread all sloth under foot, rid
ourselves of all lukewarmness, and
strive only to please Him in whose
presence we walk, and to come with
an undefiled conscience out of our
exiIe into the eternal and blessed home
of our heavenly Father, from the visible to the invisible, from sorrow to
joy, from that which passes away to
that which endures for ever, from that
which is of earth to that which is of
heaven, from the regions of death
to the land of the living, where we
shall see the King, our Lord Jesus
Christ, face to face in his glory.”
-Columban,

Let no one boast of his gifts,
though many and precious they be;
for this is the highest gift, if thou
be a member of the true Church.
-Luther.
-

HAVE

YOU A BIBLE?

In a gloomy prison a number of
inmates were attentively liitening to
one who was seriously encouraging
them to read and study the Scriptures. Wishing to ascertain if they
possehed the precious volume, he
posed the question:
“Have any of you a Bible?”
“No,” was the reply.
ttHave any of you ever possessed
a Bible?”
After a considerable pause, a man
who was under sentence of death for
murder, broke the silence, and amidst
sobs and tears confessed that he had
once had a Bible.
“But oh,” said he, “I sold it for
a drink! It was the companion of
I received it as a gift
my youth.
from my. father. Oh, if I had only
listened to my Bible, I should not
have been here.”
The thousands who crowd our
prisons and penitentiaries; the drunkard in the kennel; the waiting suicide;
the incarcerated felon; the executed
criminal; with myriads of the lost in
hell, might in tones tremulous, with
lamentation and woe, howl the strain
into all eternity: “If I had listened
to my Bible, I should not have been
here!”
Do YOU have a Bible? How often do you read and study it? Use
it aright, and it will guide you to
everlasting happiness, 2 Tim. 3:15-17;
2 Pet. 1:19-21; John 5:39; neglect it,
and it will condemn you -at the last
day, Mark 16: 16; John 3:36.
-Adapted.
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Bible Study Outlines
A CHRISTIAN

I

What is a Christian?
A.

A Christian is a person who acknowledges and believes that he is a
lost and condemned sinner in the sight of God and that for Jesus’
sake God has forgiven him all his sins. Rom. 5:8-10.

B.

Pulse ideas concerning the definition

of a Christian:

1. A person is a Christian if he leads a morally upright life.
(The Bible answers: Rom. 3:X; Gal. 2:16)
2.

C.

A person is a Christian if he has been born of Christian parents. (Bible answers: Ps. 51:5; John 3:6; Eph. 2:3)

3. A person is a Christian merely as long as he believes in some
(Bible answers: John 17:3; Acts 16: 30,31)
kind of “god.”
The name “Christian” was first given to the disciples at Antioch.
Acts 11~26.

II Description of a Christian
A. Ghe Christian

1. is born of the Spirit.

John 3: 5-7.

2.

has come to a knowledge of his sins and hopes to be saved
alone through Christ his Savior. John 14.6.
3. has peace with God and peace in his heart. Rom. 5:l.

B.

thinks, speaks, and behaves like a different

5.

strives to do only those things which are well-pleasing in the
sight of God. Ps. 119:32; Phil. 3: 12-14.

Scripture especially points out the following
Christians:
1. Love.
2.
4.

the Word

of Christ.

of God.

John 8:31,32.

John 8:47.

Experiencing the hatred of the world.

Th e d i ff erence between a Christian
A.

characteristics of the

I John 3:14; John 13:35.

Continuance in the Word

3. Hearing

III

person. 2 Cor. 5: 17.

4.

John 15: 19.

and a non-Christian.

The Ch.ristian hates sin; the non-Christian

loves it.

B. The Christian acknowledges his sin; t.he non-Christian

Rom. 7: 15,22.
does not.

I John l&10.
C.

The Christian loves to follow God’s Word;
not. Ps. 119: 97,103.

-
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the non-Christian

does
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D.

The Christian seeks the welfare of others (Jacob) ;. the non-Christian
d oes not. (Laban)

E.

The Christian puts his confidence and trust in the Lord;
Christian does not. TI Sam 22:s.

the non-

IV A person is either ,I Christian or a non-Christian.

V

A.

E,ither blessed or cursed.

Matt. 25:34,41.

B.

Either on the broad or narrow path.

C.

Either a child of God or a child of the devil.

D.

There is no neutral position.

Nlatt 7:13,1+.
I John 3: 10.

12: SO.

Man.

What a comfort and joy to be a Christian!
A.

The Christians are blessed people in the sight of God.

I Pet. 2:9.

B., The Christians enjoy. the gracious protection of the Lord.
(David,
C.

Ps. 34:7.

Daniel, etc.)

The joy of heaven awaits them.

I Pet. 1:4.
-- M.L.N.
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