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OF PURPOSE

To set forth in simple and plain language
the pure doctrine of God’s Word as taught by
the true Lutheran Church in full accordance
with the Book of Concord of 1580, the Brief
Statement of 1932, and the Confession of
Fuith of 1950.
To show, on the basis of Scripture, what
true Christians are to believe and how, out
of love for their Savior Jesus Christ, they are
to lead godly lives.
To furnish aids for Bible study and articles
for Scriptural devotion and meditation.
To demonstrate, by our Scriptural stand,
that our Concordia Lutheran Conference is not
a sect or a false church body but that the
congregations
which form our Conference
comprise the true visible church on earth, not
denying, however, that .there may be others
unknown to us who truly share our Scriptural
position in doctrine and practice and who also
rightly belong to the true w’sible church of
Christ.
To urge all who truly share our Scriptural
posItion in doctrine and practice to acknowledge our position openly and publicly in order
that we may recognize the blessed existence
of such God-given unity and that we may
then proceed to practice a God-pleasing church
fellowship
with them by supporting
each
other’s work with our prayers and personal
service as mutually acknowledged brethren in
the faith.
To show that we do not have among us a
mixture of divergent teachings but that we
are, by God’s grace, “perfectly joined together
in the same mind and in the same judgment.”
To set forth pertinent historical information which has a bearing upon the Church
and to expose modern philosophical thought
and the so-called scientific theories which
contradict the Word of God.
To expose particularly
the false teaching
and practice of the various so-called “Lutheran” church bodies by comparing their teaching and practice with what is plainly recorded
in the Word of God, in the Lutheran Confessions, and in the old orthodox Lutheran
writings.
To expose false teaching and practice
wherever it makes its appearance and to keep
abreast of the current happenings in the
church world and among the nations as signs
of the times.
To be truthful and factual in our reporting
and freely to correct any misinformation
of
which we are not aware and which has been
called to our attention. Also to clarify any
information
or statement of doctrine or practice which may be unclear to our readers or
which may create a wrong impression.
-

By God’s grace we have been permitted to cross the threshold of a new
year and have begun a new chapter in our life’s story. Various thoughts course
through our minds as we view the veiled countenance of the year ahead. What
will 1958 bring with it: lasting peace or war? prosperity or adversity? health or
sickness? life or death? God alone knows and in His wisdom has curtained
before us the months and days to come with all their experiences’ good or bad,
pleasant or unpleasant.
How can we face the unknown future ? Must it not fill us with fear
and trembling ? Indeed not; for in such hearts there is no peace with God
and no trust and confidence in Him of Whom the Bible states, “Jesus Christ,
the same vesterday, and today, and forever.” Heb 13, 8. God be thanked, we
can begin this new year with assurance, hope, and consolation, for there is no
comfort to be compared with that which the divine words of our Savior brings
us in these troublesome times. As He remains the same year in and year out,
so aim His love, His mercy, and His care remain constant. His teaching,
admonishing, and comforting Word never changes.
Are you concerned and troubled and worried about the twelve months
that lie ahead? Then take your Bible and ponder some of the assurances
and promises which your blessed Savior gives you! “‘Trust in the Lo,rd and do
good; so shalt thou dwell in the lan.d, and verily thou shalt be fed.” Ps. 37, 3.
“What things soever ye desire, when ye pray, believe that ye receive them, and
ye shall have them.” Mark 11, 24. “Many are the afflictions of the righteous:
but the Lord delivereth him out of them all.” Ps. 34, 19. “Call upon me in
the day of trouble: I will deliver thee, and thou shalt glorify Me.” Ps. 50, 15.
“Fear thou not; for I am with thee; be not dismayed, for I am thy God; I will
strengthen thee; yea, I will help thee; yea, I will uphold thee with the right
hand of my righteousness.” Is. 41, 10. “When thou liest down, thou shalt not
be afraid: yea, thou shalt lie down, and thy sleep shall be sweet.” Prov. 3, 24.
“We know that all things1 wsork together for good to them that love God,” Rom.
8, 28. “Let not your heart be troubled . . . I go to prepare a place for you
. . . that where I am, there ye may be also.” John 14, 1-3. “Lo, I am with
you alway, even unto the end of the world.” Matt. 28, 20.
What more could we want in the way of hope and comfort for the hidden
months ahead? Shall we during 1.958 quake and tremble in the face of trial
and tribulation as those who do not call upon the Lord in true faith? Or shall
we gratefully accept all that the Savior offers us in His enduring Word to
guide, strengthen’ and console us on each day of the new year.7 The latter
is the only wise and God pleasing way. May our foremost resolution during
19% be this:
In spite of ills that threaten may,
I’ll walk with Jesus all the way.
-0.w.s.
.-
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QUR LIGHT, OUR SALVATION, OUR STRENGTH
For The New Year
“‘The Lord is my light and my salvotion; whom shall I fear? the Lord is the
strength
of my life; of whom shall I
be afraid?”
Psalm 27:l

What glorious comfort for us Christians as we begin the New Year of
1958! No matter what may happen
to us during this New Year, as Christians we have the abiding and true
comfort of God’s Holy Word. And,
as long as we adhere to His Word,
we know that our dear Lord is with us!
Only the true Christians can rightly
rejoice and take comfort in the words
of David, the Psalmist. For only the
true believer can rightly declare, “The
Lord is My light and My salvation;
whom &all I fear? the Lord is the
strength of My life; of whom shall
I be afraid?” The Lord, however,
earnestly desires to be the strength
of every person here upon earth.
“God will have all men to be saved,
and to come unto the knowledge of
the truth.” (I Tim. 2:4) But alas,
the children of the world do not heed
the sweet Gospel message; they want
to continue in their sins and iniquities.
Outwardly the children of the world
may seem to be happy and content
without seeking comfort and refuge
in the Lord Jesus Christ, but inwardly
they are the most miserable of all
people. Some of them place all their
trust in the money which they have
acquired through many years of hard
and tedious work. They then think
there is no necessity in having a God
who provides for His children, since
they are of the opinion that they have
-4

done everything by themselves. How
different is their attitude when they
lose all their money through some
misfortune, for then they usual 1y realize how foolish they have been. And
since these people have no Lord who
is their Light, Salvation, and Strength
of life, they are plunged into despondency and despair which often leads to
suicide. A4nd so also in the case of
an unbeliever who lies on his sick-bed.
In addition to his sickness, he must
nlso suffer the anguish elf a sin-stricken
conscience. 0 what peace and joy such
individuals forfeit simply because they
do not accept the glorious invitation
of our Savior, “Come unto Me, all
ye that labour and are heavy laden,
and I will give you rest.” (Matt.
11:28)
We who are Christians, kndw that
the Lord i.s our Light, our Salvation,
and the Stre.ngth of our lif’e. We
know that without any merit or worthiness on our part God has translated
us from the kingdom of darkness
into the marvelous light of the sweet
and precious Gospel which assures us,
“The blood of J esus Christ, His Soa,
cleanseth us from all sin. ” (John
1: 7) Yes, we know that God loves us!
In spite of the fact that som.e of
us may have suffered setbacks or
reverses; even though some of us
may have had serious sickness in the
family, THE LORD HAS BEEN
THE STRENGTH
OF OUR LIFE!
Since we are believers and followers
of the Savior, we have been able to

comfort ourselves with the soothing
balm from God’s Word. “We know
that all things work together for good
to them that love God, to them who
are the called according to His purpose.” (Rom. 8:28) It is, of course,
true that we do not always know
and understand the ways of the Lord,
but as Christians, we can confidently
declare, “For I am persuaded, that
neither death, nor life, nor ange!s,
nor principalities, nor powers, nor
things present, nor things to come,
nor height, nor depth, nor any other
creature, shall be able to separate
us from the love of God, which is
in Christ Jesus our Lord.”
(Rom.
8:38,39) He who places the cross
upon us will also grant us the necessary
strength to bear it!
We Christians live and dwell in
Christ our Savior, therefore, ‘tof whom
shall we be afraid?” The devil seeks
to snatch us from the Savior’s kingdom, but he can not, as long as we
hold to Jesus and His Word. The
world, with all of its enticing allurments, seeks to make us the children
of the world, but we need not be afraid
as long as we follow Jesus, the
Strength of our life. And no longe;
do we have to fear the assailments
of our sinful flesh, for we are m,ore
than victors through Christ which
strengtheneth us. For comfort and
guidance throughout the New Year,
let us flee to Jesus our Savior. As
in the past year so also in the New
Year He will continue to be our
Strength and mighty Fortress. He
promises us, “Lo I am with you always,
even unto the end of the world.”
-5

(Matt. 28:2O) Thanks -be to God,
that in the midst of a world filled
with such turmoil, uncertainity and
unrest, we ,Christians, by the grace
of God, can confidently and cheerfully look forward to the days which
are before us with Jesus our Light,
our Salvation, and the Strength of
our life!
M.L.N.

“Create
in me a clean heart, 0 God,
and renew a right spirit within
me.
Cast me mot away from Thy presence
and take not Thy t4oly Spirit from me.
Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation and uphold me with Thy free
Spirit.“
Ps. 51:10-12

What a wonderful prayer of a
Christian, a child of God! A. Christian realizes h.!s weakness, knows his
poor sinful heart and his feeble attempts at a holy’ God-pleasing life.
But he would like to please God.
Despairing in his own weakness, he
nevertheless seeks refuge with the
Rock of his salvation, knowing that
the Lord is the Strength of his life.
As a potter’s clay he therefore puts
himself into the hands of his God and
Savior. “Create in me a clean heart,
0 God.” He knows that his heart is
the weak spot, the source of all his
troubles, the foul spring from wh!ch
flows all the filth of his life in
thoughts, words, and deeds. Daily he
therefore appeals to his God for a
clean, a new heart, for a new-created

fountain of his whole life and living,
and for a constant, steadfast spirit,
which will not be moved about bY
every temptation that comes into his
life. In the presence of the Lord, as
in a city of refuge, there alone he
feels secure from the wily attacks of
his many spiritual enemies. “Cast me
not away from Thy presence.” At
the mercy-seat I kneel; make true
Thy promise; cast me not out. “Take
not thy Holy Spirit from me,” the
Spirit of strength and wisdom and
power, the Spirit of all comfort, who
through Thy holy Word will renew
my youth like the eagle’s.
“Restore unto me the joy of Thy
salvation.” The Christian of ten sins,
and then Satan may succeed in blind.ing
him to the saving fact of God’s grace
and mercy in Christ Jesus, so that he
sees and feels nothing but God’s wrath
and stark despair. Then from the
depth o,f his tribulation,
from his
drowning despair he must cry to his
Lord, with whom there is forgiveness,
and cling to God’s Word, the Gospel,
wbicb does not change notwithstanding
his sins. And the Lord will uphold
him with His Free Spirit.
H. D. Mensing, Sr. t

The Lord is nigh unto all them
that call upon Him, to all that call
upon Him in truth. He will fulfill the
desire of them that fear Him: He
also will hear their cry, and will save
them. Psalm 145: 18’19.
-6

FATHER, LET ME DEDICATE
Father, let me dedicate
AC2 this year to Thee,
In whatever earthly state
Thou wilt have me be.
Not from sorrow, pain, or care
Freedom dare I claim;
This alone shall be my prayer;
Glorify Thy name.
Can a child presume to choose
Where or bow to live?
Can a father’s love refuse
All the best to give?
More Thou givest every day
Than the best can claim
Nor with-boldest aught that may.
Glorify Thy name.

If

in mercy Thou wilt spare
Joys that yet are mine;
If on lif c, serene and fair,
Brighter rays may shine,
Let my glad heart while it sings
Thee in. all proclaim
And, wbatker the future brings,
Glorify Thy name.

If

Thou callest to the cross
And its shadow come,
Turning all my gain to loss,
Shrouding heart and home,
Let me think bow Thy dear Son
To His glory came
And it deepest woe pray on;
“Glorify Thy name.” Amen;
-Lutheran

Behold,

the Lord’s

hand

Hymnal

is not

shortened that it cannot save. Isa. 59: 1.

lieveth on Him that sent Me, /kh
ev-Prlasting life, and shall not come
into condemnation;
but is passed
from death unto life.”

Lesson 24
THE SECOND

CHIEF

PART

Christ has not redeemed us with
silver and gold, but with His holy
Article
II
precious blood. (I Peter 1: 18,19) :
rrYe were not redeemed with corrupThe Redem.ption Which Christ
tible things, as silver and go!d, from
Accomplished
By His Humiliation
your vain conversation (your unprofitable way of life) received by .tradition
Christ humiliated Himself to, take
from your fathers; but with th
away the sins of the whole world.
precious blood of Christ, as of a
(John 1:~: “Behold the Lamb of
L,amb without blemish and without
God, which taketh away the sin of
spot.” Moreover, He has redeemed
the world.” And (I John 2:2) He is us with His innocent suffering. (Isa.
the propitiation (the atoning sacrifice)
53:5) : He was wounded for our
for our sins and not for ours only,
transgressions, He was bruised for
but also for the sins of the wh,olcr our iniquitiess the chastisement of
world.” He purchased for Himself
our peace was upon Him; and with
even those who deny Him and thus His stripes we are healed.” And He
destroy themselves. (II Pet. 2: 1) : has redeemed us with His death. (I
Even denying the Lord that bought
Cor. 15 : 3) : rrChrist died for our sins.”
them, and bring upon themselves And (IICor. 5: 15) : “Christ died for
swift destruction.‘?
all .” And so in paying the penalty
So Christ humiliated Himself to for our sins Christ became our Subredeem us lost and condemned crea- stitute. (Matt. 20:28) “The Son of
tures. We were lost creatures because Man came- to give His life a Ransom for many.”
we had gone astray from God. (Isa.
53:6) : “i4ll we like sheep have gone
Christ has redeemed us from all
astray; we have turned every one to sin. We ourselves are responsible for
his own way.” But Christ says (Luke
every sin we commit, and by sin we
19:lU) “The Son of Man is come tc. become guilty before God. This guilt,
.seekand to save that which was lost.”
h owever, was laid on Christ. (Isa.
We were condemned creatures because 53:6) : rrThe Lord bath laid on Him
God had sentenced us to death on the iniquity of us all.” God has
account of our sins. (Rom. 3:23) : charged our guilt to Christ’s account.
“All have sinned.” And (Ezek. 18:
(II Cor. 5:21) : rrHe hath made Him
20) : rrThe soul that sinneth, it shall
to be sin for us, Who knew no sin;
that we might be made the righteourd’ze.” But the Savior says (John 5:
ness of God (that pleases God) in
24) 3 “Verily, verily, I say unto you,
H’ zm.” Because of our sin we are under
He that heareth My Word, and h-
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the curse, and subject to eternal
punishment. But (Gal. 3: 13) : crCbrist
bath redeemed us from the curse of
the law, being made a curse for us;
for it is written, Cursed is everyone
that bangetb on a tree.” Moreover
Christ has redeemed us from the dominion of sin. (Rom. 6: 14) : “Sin
shall not have dominion over you.;
for you’ are not under the law, but
under grace.f’
Christ has redeemed us from death,
Now we need not fear temporal death,
since eternal death no longer has any
power over us. (II Tim. 1:lO) :
“Christ bath abolished death, and
bath brought life and immortality
to light.” Death is separation. Temporal death is separation of body and
soul. Eternal death is the everlasting
separation of body and soul from
God. And there is a spiritual death,
a separation of the soul from, God.
We who by nature are without true
fear, love and trust in God are spiritually dead. But by faith in Christ
and His redemptive work we are
made spirit&y
alive. (John 5:25) :
Tb,e h.our is coming, and now is,
when the dead shall bear tbe Yoke
of the Son of Gods and they that
bear shall live.” Even we who are
believers must expect to pass through
temporal

death, but Christ

livered us from

all

has de-

fear of death.

(Heb. 2: 14,15) : rrForasmucb then as
the children are partakers of flesh and
blood, He also Himself

likewise took

deliver them who through fear of
death were all their lifetime subject
to bondage.”
Christ has also redeemed us from
the power of the devil. (I John 3:8) :
rrFo~ this purpose the Son of God
was manifested, that He might destroy tbe works of the devil.” The
devil can no longer accuse us. (Rev.
12: 10) : r’Tbe accuser of our brethren
is cast down, which accused them
before our God day and night.” And
(Rom. 8:33) : Who shall lay anything
to the charge of God’s elect? It is
God that justifietb”
(declares them
righteous). And now we can successfu!ly withstand his temptations. (I Pet.
5:9) : “Whom resist stedfbst in the
faith.” And (I Cor. 10: 13) : “God
is faithful, Who will not suffer you
to be tempted above that ye are able;
but will with the temptatidn also make
a way to escape, that ye may be able to
bear it.”
Thus Ch.rist has truly redeemed us
and all men, but this redemption becomes ours as a personal possession,
only BY FAITH,
by the faith that
God the Holy Ghos,t works in our
hearts. Should we not gladly confess then: “I believe that Jesus Christ
-is my Lord, Who has redeemed me,
a lost and condemned creature, purchased and won me from
4
,rom

all

death, and from the power of

the devil, not with

gold

but with

precious blood

His

holy,

or silver,

part of the same; that through death

and with His innocent suffering

He might destroy him that bad the

death!”

power of death, that is, the devil and
-8

sin,

and

J. E. S.

NOW LET US COME
BEFORE HIM
Now let 14; come before Him,
With song and prayer adore Him,
Who to our life bath given
.A11needed strength from heaven.
The stream;
And we are
From old to
And by His

of years is flowing,
onward going,
new surviving
mercy thriving.

Johann Sebastian Bach, the prince
of organists, in his old age lost hi3
eyesight. His old friend, Pastor S.
Deyling, visited him on New Year’s
Day, 1750, and asked him how he was
getting along. He replied: “By the
grace of God I have begun the new
year very well; still, it will probably
be my last. When this morning with
my family I sang the hymn, ‘Now Let
Us Come Before Him’, we came to
the stanza:
Be Thou a Helper speedy
To all the poor and needy.
To all forlorn, a Father;
Thine erring children gather.
Then suddenly the thought arose in
my soul: These words your children
will soon have to pray alone. Incessantly the echo went through my soul :
‘To all forlorn, a Father’. But I know
that God will be a Father to my
children and a Counselor to my wife.”
Pastor Deyling comforted him with
the possibility of God’s restoring his
eyesight to him; but toward the end
of July in the same year the celebrated composer passed from the
world of trouble into the land OF
everlasting light.
-9

Of that old New Year’s hymn by
Paul Gerhardt, an old faithful churchman rightly says: “In it nothing is
forgotten that a Christian may ask
of God for another, and which, whatever may be his distress or necessity?
he may desire from God. If instead
of repeating the customary meaningless
New Year’s compliments men would,
in fervent prayer, offer these petitions of this hymn to God, they would
obtain for th.emselves and olthers greater blessings and profit than is to be
expected from those vain wishes.”
-Selected

Why art thou cast down, 0 my
soul, and why art thou disquieted
within me? Hope thou in God; for I
shall yet praise Him, who is the health
of my countenance and my God. Psalm
43:5.

BACK ISSUES
We have bad many requests for back
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for each

Psalm
soul.

103,

22:

Bless the

Lord,

0 my

People in whose hearts there is no
faith are already very much taken
aback when they are asked to praise
the Lord for a year which has already
gone by, when, as a matter of fact?
they are only to ,glad to have managed
to get through it with all its labors
and disappointed hopes; but such
people w,onder still more, yes, it seems
to be utter folly to them, when they
are asked to praise God for a com’ng
year, one that has not even yet begun.
They then say: How should I praise
God when I cannot tell what will
happen to me.? Who knows whether
in the New Year I will be more often
sick than well; whether I will become
richer or poorer, whether I will experience more good than evil, whether
I will receive more s’orrows or more
joys, whether I will live or die?
The believing Christians can, indeed,
as little look into the future as can
the children of this world; but if
they only look into God’s Word, then
with this heavenly telescope they can
look into the heart of their heavenfy
Father and there read their future.
But what do they read there? Nothing,
except what urges them to praise God.
First of all, it is true, they do nor
know whether in the New Year they
are going to become poorer or richer;
but one thing they know for sure, they
will not lack the necessities of life,
for God says in His Word: “There-

fore take no thought, saying, VVhat
shall we eat? or, What shall we drink?
or, Wherewithal shall we be clothed?
For after all these things do the Gentiles seek: for your heavenly Father
knoweth that ye have need of all
these things. But seek ye first the
kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be
added unto you.”
Furthermore, it is true, they do not
know whether in the New Year they
are going to experience more sorrows
than joys; but this they know, thev
have a God who is their Father, without whose Will nothing can happen
to them, who already from eternity
has measured out all their sorrows
and j,oys; who is their Leader, who
holds them by their right hand and
will lead them according to His counsel; who is the Watchman of His
believing Israel, who, when they sleep,
will neither sleep nor slumber, and
whose eyes will remain open over
them when they have closed theirs;
and, what is more important, their
God is at the same time their merciful
Savior who desires to save them. Regardless of what may happen to them
in the New Year, God will in everything have thoughts of peace concerning them. Never will God have
evil intentions regarding them. Everything will be a way whereby God
will direct them to salvation. Everything, whether it be health or sickness, honor or disgrace, whether they
be sorrows or joys; - everything, evervthing will work f’or their good. No
matter how great the burden which
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God will impose, He will also help
them bear it.

death will be the end of all trouble
and the beginning of eternal glory.

True, they furthermore do not know
what temptations and tests of their
faith and love await them; but this
they know, although their faith is
weak, still God will not quench the
smoking flax nor break the bruised
reed. Although their heart is wavering,
still God’s covenant of grace stands
firm, for He has said: “For the mountains shall depart, and the hills be
removed; but my kindness shall not
depart from thee, neither shall the
covenant of my peace be removed.”
Yes, although they, as they behold
themselves, must entirely despair of
their own steadfastness, still they know
that He which has begun a good
work in them will perform it until
the day of Jesus Christ; and the
Savior says: “My sheep hear my voice,
and I know them, and they follow
me: And I give unto them eternal
life; and they shall never perish, nei.ther shall any man pluck them out
of my hand.”

Believing Christians,, for that reason,
do not stand before the future as
before a locked world concerning
which they do not know whether
they will encounter good or evil. They
are confident that regardless of which
way God will lead them, whether the
going be uphill or downhill, whether
over flowers or thorns, be it smooth
or rough, whether the way will lead
through darkness or light, be it long
or short: the kingdom through which
it leads is the Kingdom of Grace,
its end is salvation.
Now, Jesus, Thee we offer praise,
Thou ever hast been near -us;
Grant us Thy care through all our
days,
Thy love and mercy cheer us.
Take
Both
Lead
Thy

It is true, finally, they also do not
know whether they will end the New
Year as they did the old year, whether
they will die; but this they know:
“For none of us liveth to himself,
and no man dieth to himself. For
whether we live, we live unto the
Lord; and whether we die, we die
unto the Lord: whether we live therefore, or die, we are the Lord’s” If
they live, they live in faith and see
the goodness of the Lord in the land
of the living. If they die, they will
die reconciled with God, and their
-
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Thou each by Thy loving hand,
man and child attending;
us, and make in every land
face to shine unending. Amen.
Taegliche Hausandacht
C. F. W. Walther (Crull)
Translated by E. L. M.

I KNOW INOT WHAT SHALL BEFALL ME
I know not what shall befall me, God hangs a mist o’er my eyes, And on each step of my onward path
He makes new scenes to arise,
And every joy He sends me comes
As a strange and sweet surprise.

It may be that He keeps waiting
For the coming of my feet
Some gifts of such rare blessedness,
Some joy so strangely sweet,
That my lips can only tremble
With the thanks they cannot speak.

I see not a step before me
As I tread on another year,
But the past is still in God’s keeping,
The future His mercy shall clear,
And that which looks dark in the
distance
May brighten as Id raw near.

0 restful, blessful ignorance!
‘Tis blessed not to know,
It keeps me in those Mighty Arms
Which will not let me go,
And hushes my soul to rest
On the Bosom which loves me so.

For perhaps the dreaded future
Is less bitter far than I think;
The Lord may sweeten the waters
Before I stoop to drink,
Or if Marah must be Marah,
He will stand beside the brink.

A4nd so I go on, not knowing, I would not if I might;
I’d rather walk in the dark with God
Than go alone in the light,
I would rather walk with Him by faith
Than walk alone by sight.

My heart shrinks back from trials,
Which the future may disclose,
Yet I never had a sorrow
But what the dear Lord chose, So I wait and bow submissive
To the will of Him who knows.
Selected

PERSECUTION
I

OF THE

CHRISTIANS

Persecution.
A. Persecution belongs to the lot of the Christians. Matt. lO:ZZ,34-39;
John 15:18-21; John 16: 1-3; Acts 14:22; II Tim. 3: 12.
B. The enemy of the Christians is the devil, who together with his ally
the world, incites such persecutions against the Christians.
C. The real reason for persecutions against the Christians. is the fact
that the Christians preach the Word of Christ. Acts 4: 17,18; I Cot-.
1:23.
-

IL

-

II

Biblical examples.
A. Old Testam.ent. Abel (G en. 4) ; the prophets (I Kings 18) ; Elijah
(I Kings 19) ; Naboth (I Kings 21).
B. New Testament. Christ (Luke 4:29; John 8:59) ; John the Baptist
(Matt. 14) ; the apostles (Acts 5) ; Stephen (Acts 7) ; James (Acts
12) ; Paul and Silas (Acts 16) ; Th’ m k a1so of the persecutions through
Saul (Acts 8 and 9) .

III

Persecutions under some of the Roman emperors.
A. Emperor Nero. The Apostles Peter and Paul according to Church
tradition suffered martyrdom under Nero.
B. Trajan, 98-l 17. His policy was to have the Christians executed unless
they recanted when they were brought before the government by
responsible accusers.
C. Hadrian, 117-138. He followed the same general policy as Trajan.
D. Antonius Pius, 138-161. Polycarp died at the stake during Pius’ reign.
E. Marcus Aurelius, 161-180. He introduced a system of espionage and
of torture to be used against the Christians.
F. Emperors De&s, 249-251, and Valerian, 253-260. All Christians had
to give up their faith or suffer the penalty of confiscation of property,
torture, and death.
G. Diocletian, 284-305. He persecuted the Christians vehemently.

IV

Persecutions by tne Roman Latnolics.
A.
B.
C.
D.

John Hus, 1369-1415, was burned at the stake.
Jerome of Prague, a colleague of Hus, also was burned in 1416.
Girolamo Savonarola, 1452-1498, was hanged and burned.
The reign of Queen Mary in England, 1553-l 558. In the severe persecution under “Bloody Mary” there were 290 known martyrs.
E. The terrible inquisitions in Spain, 1232-1820, as well as in other
countries.
F. Massacre on St. Bartholomew’s Day, Aug. 24, 1572, in France.

v

Terrible punishments have often befallen the instigators of persecutions
against the Chris(tians. Herod (Acts 12) ; Nero committed suicide tu
avoid being publicly whipped to death; Diocletian also committee suicide:
Galerius was consumed by a terrible disease.

VI

Do the Christians of today experience hatred and persecution from the
world?

VII

The b,enefits of persecution.
A. For the persecuted: greater thirst for God’s Word and their withdrawal from the world and its wickedness. Matt. 5:1O-12.
-

13 -

B. For the Church.
1. False Christians are exposed and separated as chaff from the wheat.
2. Extension ,of the Church. The blood of the martyers was the seed
of the Church. The Gospel was carried by the scattered Christians
to other lands. Acts 8:4.
M.L.N.
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