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“Behold,

we go up

to

Jerusukm!”

These are the opening words of the
Gospel lesson fosr the last Sunday
before Lent (Luke 18:31). When
we hear them, we know at once what
period of the church year we have
reached. The solemn Lententide is at
hand. This year February 19 was
Arh Wednesday and marked the beginning of Lent. On that day Christians started an important journey in
spirit with the Lord, traveling back
over the centuries to a city rich in
tradition where they shall behold
dramatic scenes in a garden, in a
palace, in courts, along streets, and
finally out on a hill. We love this
season of the year because it brings
us especially close to our Lord and
Savior. He is calm when others are
excited; truthful
when others lie;
praying as others curse, and forgiving
when others are condemning. Our
annual Lenten pilgrimage is once more
underway.
We shouEd be led to appreciate
the
Savior’s suffering
more deeply

Why shall we go with Him to
Jerusalem? First, that we might have
a deeper appreciation of His suffering and death. The Lord’s first
prophecy of His Passion is recorded
in Matthew 16:21. From His words
and miracles the disciples knew He
had come to seek and save the lost
and had heard general references to
His suffering and death as when He
called Himself the Good Shepherd
who lays down His life for the sheep.
-

But here for the first time He told
them details of His forthcoming agony,
death, and resurrection. The twelve
needed to know these things for their
own salvation and for sharing them
with others. Thus each Lenten season
we learn more of the wonderful love
of God and the glorious work of redemption. Th e more we know, the
more we shall appreciate what Christ
has done for us.
However, all false notions concerning the Lord must be removed. When
Peter heard Christ’s prophecy, he said,
“This shall not be unto Thee!” Matt.
16322. He loved his Lord and Master
so that the possibility of shame and
pain seemed out o,f the question. Jesus
thoroughly rebuked him for his false
notions, lest the devil gain control of
his heart. Today false ideas about
Christ still becloud the light of the
cross. If men merely look upon Jesus
as a noble martyr, condemn the wickedness of His enemies, denounce the
sins of the Pharisees, Pilate, the chief
priests, and elders, but fail to recognize their own transgressions which
brought this woe on Him, then they
are misunderstanding the significance
of His redeeming work. Only the light
of the Gospel can dispel the gloom
of false notions concerning the Savior
of all men.
We

should be encouraged
our Lord more faithfully

to follow

Secondly, we go to Jerusalem to be
encouraged to follow our Lord more
faithfully. Our Lenten journey should
teach us eagerly to walk in His ways
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and glorify Him by word and deed.
Jesus tells us that the true Christian
will “deny himself, take up his cross,
and follow Him.” Matt. 16:24. If
you appreciate that you have been
redeemed by Christ, you will renounce
your own desires and make the will
of Jesus your will; you will patiently
endure whatever suffering comes your
way because of your faith in Him;
you will be faithful despite all manner of persecution and serve Him
with all you are and have. What
greater motive could inspire us than
the love which moved Him to make
the supreme sacrifice!
Let us then go with Jesus to Jerusalem! As we see Him pay the price
of our salvation willingly, doing the
Father’s will and bearing His cross
to Calvary, may we learn how precious our souls are in His sight and how
much we owe Him for our redemption! God help us to become more
faithful followers of the Lord! May
the present Lenten season be one of
rich blessing for us all!
-0.w.s.

ST. MATTHIAS’ DAY
FEBRUARY 24
The Christian Church not only observes various festival days on its calender, but has also designated certain days in memory of well known
saints, not to worship and adore them,
but to recall and to thank God for
their great example of faith and service
in His kingdom. This month the
Christian Church observes such a day
in commemoration of an apostle. It
is St. Matthias’ Day, February 24.

-

Who was this man? Mat&as is the
apostle selected to take the place of
Judas after his miserable death by
suicide. The account of this election,
which occurred under the supervision
of the other apostles, is given in Acts
1: 15-26.
Of his early life the Bible tells us
nothing. But it is clear from Peter’s
remarks (Acts 1:21-Z?) that Matthias
was in the company of Jesus’ followers
from the time of His baptism, had
traveled with the Twelve, beheld the
Lord’s miracles, and was a witness of
Christ’s appearance to the disciples
after His resurrection. Without
a
doubt, he had the qualifications for
the apostleship.
Having been reassured by the appearance of their risen Lord, the
eleven disciples assembled in Jerusalem
after His ascension with other followers, numbering about 120. Peter proposed to them that a disciple sho,uld
no,w be chosen by lot to replace Judas.
He reminded them of prophecies which
found their fulfillment in Judas and
his sad fate, namely, Ps. 69, 25 and
109, 8: “Let his habitation be desolate, and let no man dwell therein;
and his bishopric let another take.”
Hence Peter declared, ‘One must be
ordained to be a witness with us of
His resurrection.
Accordingly, two men were nominated as candidates for this position:
Joseph J ustus and Matthias. Then the
group of believers prayed fervently
to God for guidance and wisdom in
making their choice, even as today
Christian congregations pray the Lord
of the Church for divine assistance
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when casting their ballot for either a
pastor or a teacher to serve in their
midst. Just how these early Christians
cast their lots is not certain, but the
Lord heard their prayer, and when
the lots were given, Matthias was the
choice. At once he was numbered
with the apostles.
His labors as an apostle are not
mentioned in Scripture. He is said
to have preached the Gospel in Macedonia and then traveled eastward to

THE

Cappadocia where he suffered martyrdom on the cross. Without a doubt, he
labored faithfully
in the ministry
which he was divinely allotted to fill.
We remember him, not as a saint to
be worshiped, but as a consecrated
servant of the Lord, devoted to the
task of preaching the Gospel to every
creature. May his diligent labors inspire us to be equally faithful in the
service for our Savior and His Kingd Olll.
-0.w.s.

SUFFERING

OF CHRIST

I

The story of the suffering and death of Christ is the most important
story in the Scriptures. I Cor. 2:2; I Cor. 1: 18,23

II

The necessity of the suffering of Christ. In order that the Scriptures
might be fulfilled, the righteousness of God satisfied, and all mankind
redeemed. Luke 24:26; Matt. 16:21; 26: 54; John 3: 14

III

The suffering of Christ took place according to God’s eternal decree.
Acts 4:28; I Pet. 1:20; Acts 2~23; Is. 53:lO; Is. 28~16; I Pet. 2~6;
John 18: 10. Before that time specified by God no one dared touch
Him. M&t. 26:45; Luke 22:53

IV

Christ’s suffering

is prophesied in-

A. The Old Testament. Gen. 3:15; Ps. 22; Is. 53
1. The flight of the disciples. Zech. 13:7
2. The betrayal by Judas. Ps. 4 1: 9; Zech. 13: 7
3. The various details of His suffering. Is. 53: 12; Ps. 22:16;
69: 21; Is. 50:6
4. Also note: I Cor. 15:3; Acts 26:22,23; I Pet. 1:ll; Acts 3:lS;
17:3
B. By Christ Himself. John 2119; 3:14;
17~9; Luke 18:31-34; Matt. 26:31
V

12:32; 8:28; Matt.

The various examples which pointed to the suffering
A.
B.
C.
D.

16:21;

of Christ.

Isaac. Gen. 22
Joseph. Gen. 37:28
The brazen serpent. Num. 21:8,9; John 3:14,15
The high priest of the O.T. compared with chapters 7-10 of Heb.
-
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VI

Who suffered and died? Jesus Christ, God’s Son. Acts 3: 15; I Cor. 2: 8;
Rom. 5:lO; 8:32; Gal. 2:20; Rev. 1:7.
A. If Christ is not true God, then His suffering and death have no
worth.
B. This is an incomprehensible mystery, since God can not suffer and
d’le.
C. That God suffered and died is denied by the Reformed and many
Lutherans.

VII

Why did He suffer?
A. Not for Himself. He was holy and spotless. I Pet. 2:22; John
8: 46; Jer. 23: 5; Heb. 9: 14. Christ’s innocence was even acknowledged by Judas (M&t. 27:4), Pontius Pilate (John 18:38), Pilate’s
wife (Matt. 27: 19), the malefactor (Luke 23:14).
B. For our sakes. Is. 53:4,5; I Cor. 15:3; Rom. 5:6,8; 4:25; Gal. 3:13;
2 Car. 5:14

VIII
IX

C. His great love prompted Him. Rom. 5~8; John 3: 16; Eph. 5:2;
John 15: 13; I John 4:lO
Christ’s suffering was bitter. Matt. 16: 21. It was a battle with the
devil. John 14:30; Luke 22:53
The crucifixion

of Christ.

A. The manner of His death had been prophesied. Luke 24:7; Ps.
22:16; Phil. 2:8
1. Death by crucifixion was reserved only for slaves (later a1s.o
for foreigners). The Romans were beheaded.
2. The Jewish manner was stoning to death. Lev. 24: 14; Acts 7
(Stephen)
3. Discuss the great superstitution which exists in the Roman Church
with regard to the cross! With us the cross is a sign of confession.
B. The form of the cross. Among the various forms X T + the latter
one was probably the type on which Christ was crucified.
C. The place of the crucifixion. Golgotha (the Heb,rew name) , Calvary
(the Latin name), meaning the place of a skull. Exodus 3: 5; Matt.
27: 33
D. The time of the crucifixion. Perhaps the 14th or 15th of Nisan
(April). Friday at the 3rd hour (Mark 15:25), 9 o’clock in the
morning. Good Friday.
E. On the sixth day of creation man was made (Gen. 1:24-3 1) and on
the sixth day the Son of Man was put to death. If His death had
not taken place, it would have been far better that man had never
been.
-
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X

Christ’s death and burial.
A. Christ’s death was1. a real death. I Cor. 15:3; Is. 53:8,9; Luke 18:33; Acts. 3;15;
Luke 23:46
2. a miraculous death. God’r Son died. His body did not see corruption. Ps. 16: 10; Acts 2:27 ff. Note also the miracles which accompanied His death. Matt. 27:51-56; Mark 15:38-41; Luke
23:45b-49; John 19:3 l-37
a. In the temple there were two curtains, before the Holy and
Holy of Holies (Ex. 26:31 ff; Lev. 16:2; Num. 18:6 ff.). The
latter is ?he second veil” (Heb. 9:3). It was made of “blue,
and purple, and scarlet and fine twined linen.” It was 60x30
feet in measurement, and of the thickness of the hand. It is
reported that 300 priests were required to lift it.
b. the earthquake, the resurrection of some of the saints, and the
extraordinary darkness.

XI

How did Christ suffer?
A. Willingly.

John 10:15,18; John 7:30; 8:20

B. Patiently. I Pet. 2:23; Is. 53:7; Heb. 12:3
XII

The fruit of Christ’s suffering

and death.

A. All men have been redeemed. I Pet. 1: 18’19
B. God is reconciled. 2 Cor. 5-z18,19
C. We have the forgiveness of sins. I John 1: 7; John 1: 29
D. The Law has been fulfilled perfectly. Gal. 3: 13
E. Satan has been conquered. Heb. 2: 14’15
F. The righteousness which avails before God the Father has been
procured by Christ for all men. 2 Cor. 5:21; Rom. 5:19; Rom. 8~33
XIII

XIV

G. The gates of h eaven stand open. Titus 3:7; Rom. 6:23; John 3:16
How do we become partakers of Christ’s suffering?
A. Through

the preaching of the Cross. I Cor. 1: 18-21; Rom. 1: 16

B. Through

faith. Rom. 10:17; John 3:16

What should the preaching of Christ’s suffering

work in us?

A. Genuine repentance. sorrow over sin. Luke 23:27,28; 2 Cor. 7: 10.
How many count sin as a trifling thing! Nothing reveals the terribleness of sin to us as the suffering and death of Christ.
B. Sincere faith. With childl’kI e confidence and trust we should cast
ourselves upon the Savior. I Tim. 1: 15
C. Earnest holiness and piety. Luke 1:74; 2 Cor. 5:15; I Pet. 2:24;
I Cor. 6:20.
-M.L.N.
-
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Christ’s

State

of

Exaltation

After Christ had completed the
work of keeping the Law, and of suffering and dying as the Substitute for
all men, He entered according to His
human nature, into the state of Exaltation. In this state He makes full and
constant use of the divine majesty
communicated to KS human nature.
Phil. 2:9-l 1: YVherefore,
God dso
bath highly exalted Him, and given
Him a Name which is above every
man; that at the Name of Jesus every
knee should bow, of things in heaven,
and things in earth, and things under
the earth; and that
every tongue
should confess that Jesus Christ is
Lord, to the glory of God the Father.”

Christ’s state of exaltation began
with His return to life in Joseph’s
tomb. It was exhibited to the prison of
the lost by His descent into hell. It
was exhibited to men in the world
by His glorious resurrection. And it
was exhibited to highest heaven by
His ascension and session at the right
hand of God.
Christ descended into hell, after He
was quickened in the tomb. I Pet.
3: 18,19: “Christ-suffered
for sinbeing put to death in the flesh, but
quickened by (in)
the spirit;
by
(in) which also He went-unto
rbe
spirits in prison.” So before His resur-

rection, Christ exhibited Himself to
hell. And He did so as its Conqueror.
Col. 2: 15: CrHuying spoiled principulities and powers”
(having disarmed
Satan and his followers), CrHe made
-

a show of them openly, triumphing
over them in it” (in and through His
cross). I Pet. 3:19,20: He went and
preached unto the spirits in prison;
which
sometime
were disobedient”

(disbelieving) . He preached or proclaimed His glorious victory and convinced the damned of the justice of
their damnation. Christ’s descent into
hell is a comfort to His Christians
since He now proclaims, Rev. 1: 18:
“I-buye
deutb.”

the

keys

of

bell

and

of

On the third day after His crucifixion, death and burial, Christ arose
again from the dead. I Cor. l5:4:
CrHe rose uguin the third day uccordHe appeared
ing to the Scriptures.”

that same day to His disciples and
showed them His hands and His feet.
Luke 24:39: “Behold My bands und

feet,tbut

it is I Myself.”
(See
also John 20~27). He rose then with
MY

the same body that had been crucified and buried. But it was now a
changed, glorified body, no longer in
the state of humiliation, confined by
earth limitations, but in the state of
exaltation, using fully the divine glory
communicated to it. He passed through
closed doors. John 20: 19: r’Tben the
same day at evening, being the first
day of the week, when the doors were
shut where the disciples were ussembied for fear of the Jews, came
Jesus and stood in the midst.” He van-

ished and appeared in the twinkle of
an eye. L.uke 24:3 1,36: ‘?And their
eyes were opened, and they knew
Him; and He vanished out of their
sight.” - rrAnd us they thus spuke,
Jesus Himself stood in the midst of
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into heaven,” There, at God’s right
them.” Thus Acts 1:3: CrHe showed
Himself
alive after His passion by
many infallible
proofs, being seen of
them forty days.”

hand, the Savior intercedes for us.
Rom. 8:~: “It is Christ that died, yea

Our Lord’s resurrection is a source
of great comfort to all true Christians.
‘Tt proves conclusively that He is the
Son of God. Rom. I :4: rrHe was declared to be the Son of God with
power, according to the spirit of boli-

has prepared a home for us and for
all believers. John 14:2,3: rrIn My

ness, by the resurrection
from the
dead.” It proves that His doctrine is
the Truth. John 1:17: PrTruth came
by Jesus Christ.”
And Acts 2:32:
“This Jesus bath God raised up.”

It proves that God the Father accepted
the sacrifice of His Son for the reconciliation of the world. Rom. 4: 25:
“Christ was delivered for our of f!,onses,
and raised again for our justification.”

And it proves that all believers shall
ris.e to eternal life. John 14:lo:
rrBecause I live, ye shall live also.J’
II Cor. 4: 14: “Knowing
that He
which raised up tble Lord Jesus, shall
raise up us also by Jesus, and shall
present us with you.” Jesus said (John
11:25,26), “I am the Resurrection,
and the Life; be that betievetb in Me,
though he were dead, yet shall be
I ive; and whosoever liveth and bedievetb in Me shall never die.”

On the fortieth day after His resurrection, Christ, according to H:s
human nature visibly ascended into
heaven. Acts I: 9: rrAnd when He bad
rpoken the things, while they beheld,
He was taken up,; and a cloud received
Him out of their sight.” And Luke
24:51: “While I7Te blessed them, He
was parted from them, and curried up
-
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rather, that is risen again, Who is at
the right band of God, Who also
maketb intercession for us”” And He

father’s house are many mansions-4
go to prepare a place for you. And if
I go and prepare a place for you, I
will come again, and reokve you unto
Myself;
that where I am, there ye
may be also.”

Christ now, also according to His
human nature, sits at the right hand
of God, the Father Almighty. Heb.
“Jesus-is
set down at the right
hand uf the throne of God.” To sit at
1.2:~:

God’s right hand is to occupy the
p&tion of honor, to be everywhere at
ante also according to His human
nature, and to rule with divine power
a11 d majesty.
Especially does Christ
u:e His power to govern and protect
His Church. Eph. 1: 20-23: rrGod set
Him at His own right hand in the
boavenly places, far above all principality, and power, might and dominion,
and every name that is named, not only
in this world, but also in that which
is to come; and hatb put all things
under His feet, and gave Him to be
the hkad over all things to (for) the
Cb,urcb, which is His Body, the fulness of Him that fill&
all in all.”

Christ is to, continue in the state
of exaltation according to His human
nature forever. It will be further exhibited to all creation in the Day of
Judgment at the end of the world.
May we ever adore our exalted Lord!
-J.E.S.

Are there really angels? To find
the answer to this question we do not
go to our human reason. For according to our reason we want to believe
only that which we can understand and
that which we can see with our eyes.
For this very reason the doctrine of
the angels is so vehemently denied by
many people. Already at the time of
Christ there was a sect called the Sadducees which denied the existence of
the angels. In the Book of Acts we
are told, “For the Sadducees say that
there is no: resurrection, neither angel,
nor spirit.” (23:8) The modernists of
our day follow in the footsteps of the
Sadducees in denying the existence
of angels. To find the doctrine of the
angels we must go to our Bible. There
we are taught that the angels really
exist.

The name “angel” is an official
title which designates an ambassador
or messenger. The Scriptures also call
men, in particular the preachers of
God’s Word, angels. In Matt. 11: 10,
for example, John the Baptist is called
an “angel.” Behold, I send My messenger (angel in the ,ori,ginal Greek)
before Thy face.” Strictly speaking,
however, the word “angel” refers to
the heavenly, spiritual beings.
In Heb. I: 14 the Apostle states,
‘lAre they not all ministering spirits,
sent forth to minister for them who
shall be heirs of salvation?” The
“ministering
spirits” are the holy
angels as is crystal clear from the
context. These “ministering
spirits”
were created by God sometime during
the six days of Creation. They were
- 26

not created before the universe, because before the universe there was
only God (John 1: 1-3) . Nor were
they created after the universe, because
after the creation of the universe God
“rested from all His work” (Gen.
2:2-3) On which day the angels were
created by God is not known since the
Word of God is silent on this point.
The angels are then not eternal; for,
only God is without beginning and
without end. Since the angels are
spirits having been created by God,
they do not have flesh and bones as
we humans have. The Lord Jesus
clearly says, “A spirit hath not flesh
and bones” [Luke 24:39). The holy
angels are not to be adored and worshipped, nor are we to pray to them.
Whoever does this is guilty of the sin
of idolatry which the Lord forbids
in the 1st Commandment, “Thou shalt
have no other gods before Me.” In
fact, the angels themselves reject such
worship. When John fell down to
worship before the feet of the angel,
then the angel told him, “See thou
do it not: for I am thy fellowservant”
(Rev. 19: 10; 22:8,9). Neither are the
holy angels all knowing; they do not
know the thoughts of men, nor do
they know the exact time of the
Savior’s return (I Kings 8:39; Matt.
24:36).
The angels are the foremost invisible creatures. They are not the departed human spirits as the Spiritnalists teach; they are not more perfectly
developed men as the Mormons teach;
nor, are they God’s thoughts that come
to men as the Christian
Scientists
teach. The angels are created spirits,
-

personal beings, according to the Word
of God.
These ministering spirits, the holy
angels, are of great number. Jesus
speaks of twelve legions of angels in
Matt. 26:53, which would equal about
72,000. And in the Book of Daniel
we are told that “thousand thousands
ministered unto Him, and ten thousand
times ten thousand stood before Him.”
The Psalmist speaks of thousands of
angels (68: 17) . And the Apostle Paul
speaks of an innumerable company
of an,gels (Heb. 1Z:ZZ). There are
also different ranks among the angels.
The Scriptures mention the Cherubim
(Ps. 80: 1) , and the Seraphim (Is.
6:Z) . The angels also have names,
such as, “Gabriel” (Luke 1: 19), and
“M:chael” (Jude 9) .
The holy angels have great power,
they excel in strength (Ps. 103:ZO).
The Bible gives us numerous examples
showing the great might and power
of the holy angels. When the city of
Jerusalem was encompassed by Sennacherib and the Assyrian army, things
looked very dark for Hezekiah and the
inhabitants of Jerusalem. But the
Scriptures tell us that during the night
an angel of the Lord slew 185,000 of
the Assyrians (2 Kings 1~35) . When
Daniel was thrown into the lions’ den,
an angel shut the lions’ mouths, so
that they would not hurt him (Dan.
6:ZZ) . The power of the angels is not,
however, unlinzitl,od, but rather at all
times subordinate to the power of God.
Since the holy angels are spirits
they are therefore invisible. But, although invisible, they can according
to God’s direction render themselves
-
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temporarily
visible. The Scriptures
give us definite examples of such visible appearances. The angels assumed
a visible form in the presence of Abraham’ Gen. 18; Lot, Gen. 19; Zacharias,
Luke 1: 11; Mary, Luke 1:26-28; the
shepherds, Luke 2:9; the women at
the grave of Christ, Luke 24:4; and, to
the disciples when Jesus ascended up
into heaven, Acts 1: 10. These are
merely a few of the many visible appearances of the angels reported in the
Holy Scriptures. While in visible form
the angels were also able to consume
food as is shown when the angels appeared unto Abraham and his wife,
Sarah (Gen. 18 and 19). This was, indeed, a real eating, although it was not
necessary for the nourishment of their
assumed bodies; it was to convince
the men of the reality of their presence. That the holy angels also can
speak is evident from their various
appearances. Being spirits, the angels
are independent of space. We recall
the story of Peter’s imprisonment and
how the angel of the Lord came to
Peter in the prison without opening
the doors (Acts 12).
The holy angels are confirmed in
their bliss, that is, they cannot sin and
fall away from God. The Lord Jesus
says, “That in heaven their angels
do always behold the face of My
Father which is in heaven” (Matt.
18:lO). It is the duty of the holy
angels to praise God. In the vision
which was granted to Isaiah, the
prophet, we hear one angel crying to
another in the realms of glory, ‘“Holy,
holy, holy, is the Lord of hosts: the
whole earth is full of His glory” (Is.
-

6:s). Again, we are told that after the
angel announced the birth of Christ
to the shepherds that “suddenly there
was with the angel a multitude of the
heavenly host praising God, and saying, Glory to God in the highest, and
on earth peace, good will toward men”
(Luke 2: 13,14) . Joyfully the angels
sing praises unto God to extol and
magnify His holy name.
It is also the duty of these ministering spirits to serve God and carry out
His com.mands. This is brought out by
the Ps,almist when he says, “Bless the
Lord, ye His angels, that excel in
strength, that do His commandments,
hearkening unto the voice of His
word” (Ps. lO3:ZO). After the Lord
Jesus was tempted in the wilderness,
the angels came and ministered unto
Him (Matt. 4: 11). Again, when Jesus
was in the Garden of Gethsemane
an angel appeared unto Him from
heaven to strengthen Him (Luke 22:43). The angels proclaimed the conception, the birth, the resurrection, and
the return of Christ. And on the Last
Day the holy angels will accompany
the Lord Jesus. Christ when He comes
to judge the quick and the dead
(Matt. 13:41 ff.; 24:31).
The Scriptures reveal that it is the
duty of the angels to serve the be1’levers. “Are they not all ministering
spirits, sent forth to minister for them
who shall be heirs of salvation?” (Heb.
I : 14) The privileges of the gracious
protection of the an.gels belongs to
the Christians. Let us refer merely to
a. few of the many examples in Holy
Writ where the believers enjoyed the
assistance and help and protection of
-

the holy angels. Lot and his family
were delivered from the wicked city
of Sodom and. Gomorrah by the angels
of the Lord (Gen. 19) ; the three men
in the fiery furnace enjoyed the protection of the angel of the Lord (Dan.
3) ; Daniel was protected by the angel
when he was thrown into the lions
den (Dan. 6) ; the angel provided
Elijah with something to, eat (I Kings
19) ; and, when the Apostle Peter
was thrown into prison by King Herod,
the angel of the Lord came and delivered him (Acts 12) .
What undeserving love the Lord
has bestowed upon us Christians in
granting us the gracious protection of
His holy angels ! Such knowledge
should incite and encourage us to lead
a holy and godly life. For whenever
we sin then we drive the angels (who
are always with us and observe everything that we do) away from us. The
Biblical teaching of the holy angels
should be of great comfort to every
believing child of God. The Psalmist
says, “The angel of the Lord encampeth round about them that fear him,
and delivereth them” (34:7) . What
joy for us as we go about our daily
tasks to know that the angels are with
us to keep us from all harm. tCFor He
shall give His angels charge over thee,
to keep thee in all thy ways” (Ps.
91: 11). And finally, when our last
hour shall come, then the angels will
come and take our soul to be with
Jesus, even as they did with the soul
of Lazarus (Luke 16: 22) . Dear Lord
let Thy holy angels ever be with us,
that the wicked foe may have no
power over us!
-M.L.N.
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CHRIST’S ATTITUDE
(Theological

TOWARD
Quarterly,

Indifferentism and unionism are two
prominent traits of the Church of
our times, In constantly widening
circles pure doctrine is viewed as a
matter of little importance, while error
in doctrine is deemed an innocent
trifle. We are constantly told in our
day that the Christian who differs
from us in religion merely sees truth
from a diffi:rent
stand-point, and
that we s,hould not deny him the
right hand of fellowship on account
of this doctrinal difference. This sentiment threatens to deluge the Church.
It is published from thousands of
pulpits and bruited in num.berless
papers. Preachers of different churche-,
form ministers’ unions, exchange pulpits, and officiate together at funerals.
The members of different sects hold
union services, commune at strange
altars, and unite in religious endeavors.
This practice is praised as a prood
of true Christian
charity. Those
Christians, however, who insist on
pure doctrine and warn against error
and teachers of error are very unpopular. They are reproached and even
derided. They are called sticklers for
orthodoxy and narrow sectarians. They
are told that thei.r conduct is inconsistent with the sp’rit of the gentle
and meek Galilean who said: “Judge
not: condemn not !” Thus the champions of “unionyy would make it appear that our Master was tolerant
toward error and teachers of error.
But that is a gross misrepresentation.
Our blessed Redeemer’s relation to
error and teachers of error was just

-
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the reverse of what they would make
it appear. His true attitude is plainly
set forth in the Gospels. In these days
of indifferentism
and consequent
unionism it will surely be well to
ponder His attitude often. Let us first
consider His attitude toward error,
and, in the second part of this paper,
His attitude toward errorists.
I. Christ’s

Attitude

Toward

Error

In the days of our Lord there were
three sects, or parties, in Palestine, the
Ph arisees, the Sadducees, and the
Essenes. The latter lived in retirement near the Dead Sea; and it is
nowhere recorded that Christ came
in contact with them and their errors.
With the Sadducees, however, who
mingled more with the people and
were represented in the Sanhedrin and
erpecially in the service of the temple,
Christ came into public conflict on
two occasions. This Jewish sect denied
the resurrection. That was their leading error. But although the Sadducees
were largely men of rank and wealth,
their error did not meet with favor
and acceptance among the people in
general. It was strongly combated by
the popular and intensely patriotic
party of the Pharisees. But while the
Pharisees clung to the doctrine of the
resurrection, they falsified a number
of other Scripture truths. They corrup:ed both the formal and the material principle of true religion. They
added to the Word of God by their
traditi.ons, and took away from it by
their restricted interpretation.
The Sermon on the Mount pre-
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sents several samples of their corrupt
interpretation of the divine Law. Their
traditions are frequently referred to
in the Gospels. One of the most highly
prized of these man-made traditions
prescribed the proper observance of
the Sabbath. According to this tradition it was unlawful to heal on the
Sab,bath or to carry any kind of burden, because both acts involved servile
labor. For the same reason it was prohibited to pluck ears of corn on the
Sabbath and to rub them in the hands,
since the act of plucking the ears
was regarded as a form of reaping, and
the act of rubbing them as a form of
threshing. Another tradition prescribed
the washing of hands before meals and
other religious ablutions. Besides these,
there were other commandments of
m.en which the Scribes and Pharisees
had received to hold, Mark 7,4.8.
They taught that these human additions to the divine Law were binding
on all; nay, they even placed them
above the divine Law, inasmuch as
they taught that, whenever these oral
traditions came into conflict with a
written commandment of God, the
former were to be obeyed and the latter to be set aside, Matt. 15 and Mark
7. The person who transgressed these
traditions was considered a sinner, the
man who observed them was counted
a saint. This Pharisiac perversion of
the formal principle naturally led to
d perversion of the material principle,
to a corruption of the doctrine of
justification.
Concerning this cardinal doctrine of Scripture the Scribes
and Pharisees taught that they were
able to keep all the commandments,
-

and merited life by their own righteousness.
These are some of the principal
errors Christ came into contact. Now,
what was His attitude toward the:e
errors? If we are to believe a late
evangelist, His methods of dealing
with error was to largely ignore it,
letting it melt away in the warm
glow of the full intensity of truth
expressed in love. Teaching the truth
was, indeed, the principal part of
His work. He said unto Pilate: “To
this end was I born, and for this
cause came I unto the world, that
I should bear witness unto the truth.”
But to bear witness unto the truth
is already a rebuke of error. However, Christ did not merely rebuke
error by implication, He rebuked it
also expressly and openly. He opposed
error in thought, word, and deed.
He did not, indeed, go out of His
way to find matter for controversy;
but He neither evaded nor ignored
erroneous teaching. He boldly faced,
evposed, and denounced it wherever
He met it. Hle bore witness against
it in His majestic discourse on the
mountain. In this marvelous serm:on
He exposed the false Pharisaic interpretation of the divine law, and
also opposed the Pharisaic idea of
righteousness. Nor was this the only
occasion on which He antagonized
error; He pursued the same method
to the close of His public career;
in fact, most of His conflicts with
error occured in the last year od His
ministerial life. His first recorded
attack on Jewish tradition was made
in Jerusalem, about nine or ten months
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17,J.0; 18,9-14, and other passages.
after the beginning of His ministry
in Judea. He was attending the un- His encounter with the error of the
named feast of the Jews, Jo,hn 5’1, Sadducees is recorded Matt. 22’23 ff.,
and parallel passages.)
which was probably Purim (March
19,782
A.U.C.) . At the pool of
Such was the attitude which our
Bethesda He found a poor paralytic.
Savior assumed and maintained toward
He cured him, commanding him to error in doctrine-an
attitude of imrise, take up his bed, and walk. But
placable hostility. But why did He
it was Sabbath on that day. This
set Himself in open opposition to
was only one of seven cures which
false doctrine? Why did He expose,
He wrought on the Sabbath. (See assail, and condemn it? What was
Mark 1’21; 1’29; 3’1. John 9’14. the motive of His remorseless anLuke 13’14; 14’1.) The fact that H,e tagonism to error. 3 It cannot have been
chose the Sabbath for performing
love of strife that prompted Him to
these cures is worthy to n,ote. It shows take this position. Such a motive was
that He intended to openly exhibit
utterly foreign to His pure and peaceHis condemnation of the traditional
should this
loving soul. Neither
Sabbath; and the inspired records rrotive be found in the hearts of His
show that He succeeded in this. (For
followers, for it is an utterly unworthy
Sabbath controversies see motive, and only serves to make friends
further
Matt. 12,1-8, and parallel passages.) for false doctrine. But while the great
His attitude of antagonism to, traPrince of Peace was not a polemic
ditionalism was perhaps never more from choice, He opposed error because
pronounced than His crusing reply
holy will. And when His disciples, at
to the Scribes and Pharisees of Jerusa- the first opportunity after this delem who censured Him for permitting
nunciat’on, expostulated with Him on
His disciples to eat bread with de- the danger incurred by His attack
filed, that is to’ say, with unwashed on Pharisaic precepts and principles,
hands. (Matt. 15 and Mark 7.) This
He answered and said, “Every plant,
was shortly after His return fro,m which my heavenly Father hath not
the Passover mentioned John 6’4, planted, shall b’e rooted up.” (Matt.
about one year before His crucifixion.
15,13) This statement exhibits most
In this reply He openly denounced
plainly our Savior’s position with retrad’itionalism in stern and strong
spect to every erroneous doctrine. He
words. He declared that the traditions
regarded false doctrine as a weed
of the elders were the commandm.ents which His heavenly Father has not
of men, that the observance of these planted. Hence it has no right of
man-made commandments is a vain existence. He deems it His duty to
worship of God which often involves
pluck it up by the roots, to destroy
a direct and gross violation of God’s
it completely and utterly. (For Christ’s
refutation of the Pharisiac idea of
He knew that error in doctrine is a
dangerous thing. He looked upon it
righteousness see Matt. 5’20. Luke
-
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as noxious or harmful. About seven
or eight moaths before His crucifixion
and death He said to His disciples in
the parts of Dalmanutha, “Take heed
and beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and of the Sadducees.” (Matt.
l&6.) Here He bids them beware of
the doctrine of the Pharisees and Sadducees, v. 12, of their false doctrine,
of colurse. (See Matt. 23, 2.3.) He
likens their false doctrine to leaven.
This figure implies that false doctrine
is a corrupt and corrupting thing,.
Leaven is a piece of sour dough which
is in a state of. putrefaction. It is,
therefore, a sign of impurity and corruption. (I Cor. 5,7.8 .Lev. 2,ll.)
By comparing false doctrine t!o leaven,
therefore, Christ characterizes it as a
distinctly impure and corrupt thing.
But this does not exhaust His meaning. Leaven is also a corrupting substance. It comes out of corruption,
and corrupts that with which it is
mingled. “A little leaven leaveneth the
whole lump.” (Gal. 5,9.) The microscopic yeast plants in the piece of
sour dough are in continual motion.
Under favorable circumstances they
multiply with extraordinary rapidity
and quickly pervade the whole lump,
changing it into their nature. E,ven
so the leaven of error grows and develops most rapidly. It propagates
itself with amazing rapidity.
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trates and pushes through till it pervades, and so corrupts the holy bread
of Scripture truth on which our souls
are fed. Therefore, take heed and beware of leavenous doctrine. Beware of
even a single false doctrine, be it
ever so small; for a “little leaven
leaveneth the whole lump.” Moreover, false doctrine als’o spreads itself
with a corrupting effect through the
heart that admits it.
Look at the Pharisees and Sadducees. The leaven of their error
cause their hearts to swell an.d inflate
with spiritual pride. It led them to
trust in themselves as being, righteous,
and to despise others. It blinded them
to the deep depravity of their whole
nature and to their need of a Redeemer and of regeneration. It led them to
reject and persecute Christ, the only
Redeemer, and to die in their sins.
That was the effect, the fearful and
fateful effect, of their leavenous
teaching. Indeed, erroneous doctrine is
not a harmless thing. as many imagine.
It is a most dangerous, pernicious, and
ruinous thing. It injures and ruins the
soul which admits it. No’ wonder,
therefore, that our blessed Redeemer
who died for our souls opposed all
error in doctrine, and earnestly cautions us to take heed, and beware
of the leaven of false doctrine.
(To be continued)

