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in honor of His name; it would be a
waste of time to read and study the
Scriptures; the foundation and basis
for every teaching in the Bible would
be destroyed;-our
faith would be
vain, it would be of no benefit to
us, it would be a sad delusion. And
if our faith would be vain, we would
still be in our sins. Christ’s atunement for our sins would be a hollow
mockery; we could find no refuge in
Jesus blood and righteousness; Oil?
sin, from which Jesus would not have
freed us and for which He would
not have earned forgiveness, would
St. Paul writes in I Cor. 15:17, “If
constantly condemn us and drive us
Christ be not raised, your faith is to despair. But far above and drownvain; ye are yet in your sins.” IF
ing out this supposition of sadness and
Christ had remained in the tomb on ,grief sounds forth
the wonderful
that first Easter Day, then indeed
words from the lips of the Easter
there would be no reason for us to
angel: “He is not here: for He is
bmelievein Him as the almighty Son risen, as He said.” (Matt. 28:6), and
of God; then it would be useless for
the positive declaration of the Apoetle
us to believe in Him as our Savior
Paul: “But now is Christ risen from
from sin, death, and hell; His doc- the dead.” Our faith is not vain! Our
trine and all the teachings of the Bible
hope of eternal life is not futile! We
would be absolutely untrustworthy.
can joyfully exclaim with the Apostle
The Old Testament foretold Christ’s
Peter: “Blessed be the God and
suffering, death, and resurrection.
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ which
Jesus Himself told His disciples shortaccording to His abundant mercy hath
ly before His passion: “Behold, we begotten us again unto a lvely hope
go up to Jerusalem, and all things
by the resurrection of Jesus Christ
that are written by the prophets con- from the dead, to an inheritance incerning the Son of man shall be ac- corruptible, undefiled, and tha.t fadeth
complished. For He shall be delivered
not away, reserved in heaven for you,
unto the Gentiles, and shall be mocked
who are kept by the power of God
and spitefully entreated, and spitted
through faith unto salvation, ready to
on: and they s,hall scourge Him, and
-43
be revealed in the last time.”
put Him to death: and the third day
Hk shall rise again.” (Luke 18:31-33)
If you canst believe, all things are
Yes, if Christ be not raised, then it
possible to him that believeth. Mark
would not be necessary for us Christians to hold one single divine service 9~23.

-
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Cor. 5:15: He died for all, that they
which live should not henceforth live
unto themselves, but unto Him which
died for tbem, and rose again.

2

The high calling of Christians is,
accordingly, not only that they no
longer live to themselves, but also that
they now live to Him who died for
them, and rose again. Here the question arises: Is it really possible, is it
practicable to live to Christ? How
does one then serve Him? He certainly
is not in need of our service! This is,
indeed, true; but this only demonstrates that a person cannot serve
Christ directly. How one can nkvertheless serve Him indirectly, He Himself indicates when He declares that
on the last day He will say to those
on His right hand: “Inasmuch as ye
have done it unto one of the least of
these my brethren, ye have done it
unto me,” on the other hand, to those
on )-c;s left : %asmuch as ye did it
not to one of the least of these, ye
did it not to me.”
Therefore, when we read in our
text that Christ also died for all, that
they which live should live unto Him
who died for them, and rose ugain,
this is meant, that we should live for
our brothers and sisters in this world,
for our fellow-redeemed, for our neigbhors. Christ wants to consider that as
though it were done to Him. per_.
sonally.
Whaever, accordingly, rejoices over
the gifts which God has given him,
-
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not so much because they benefit him,
but because he can use them to serve
his brethren and fellow-redeemed;
whoever, therefore, if it would bring
his neighbor greater benefits, would
choose rather to be poor than rich,
rather despised than honored, rather
of lowly than high rank, rather unlearned than learned, rather in great
distress than happy in this life,
rather sick then well, yes, rather to die
than live; whoever thus considers
everything that he is, has, and can do,
as being of value only in so far as he
is able therewith to serve his neighbor
to the glory of God; whoever, therefore, considers that day and that hour
lost where he has done everything for
himself and nothing for his neighbor;
whoever, far removed from envy and
malicious jay of another’s misfortune, looks upon his neighbor’s fortune and misfortune as his own, and
therefore rejoices with them that rejoice and weeps with th.em that weep
he lives to Him who died for him,
and rose again, first of all, in his heart.
Wh oever now, furthermore, does
not consider himself an owner but
merely a steward placed by God over
everything that he has, to be used
for the benefit of the world, neither
seeks wealth nor loves it, but when,
under God’s blessings, wealth comes
to him, he employs it in order to take
care of the poor, the widows, and the
homeless, to dry tears, to comfort the
grief-stricken, to feed the hungry, to
refresh the thirsty, to clothe the
naked, to take the distressed and forsaken into his home, to nurse the sick,
to rescue those in dire need, and, in
general, to do good with it without
-

ceasing; whoever does not direct his
Christian walk of life in sham works
of great and pretended piety, but in
the faithful performance of his earthly
ca!linz; who does not work in order to
accumulate earthly treasures but, out
af obedience to God, in order not to
live off of others, but to eat his own
bread; whoever, therefore, chooses just
that particular vocation for himself
and fo,r his children whereby he is
able to bring about the most blessings; who seeks no easy life, but
rather when his neighbor’s welfare require; it, gladly sacrifices his own
comfort; who seeks no honor and no
influence, but if both come to him
without his own efforts to obtain them,
he does not seek in them his own
selfish interests, but uses his honor
and influence always to further the

good; who, forgetting
self, in his
general behavior and business life
looks more after his neighbor’s interests than his own, and is more fearful,
anxious, and concerned about the
possibility of his neighbor suffering
loss and being cheated than that this
might happen to himself; in short,
whose liviz2g joy and daily aim in life
is to do good-he lives to Him who
died for him, and rose again, also in
what he does.
Let me now live to honor Thee,
Jesus, Thou who art my Light,
Comfort, and Salvation bright;
Thinc own possession let me be,
To this life, Oh, may I die,
Thee alone to serve on high! Amen.
C. F. W. Walther (Cull)
Taegliche Hausandacht
Translated by ELM.
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IV
The next group that comes under
consideration is the Buffalo Synod.
Although
comparatively
small in
numbers this synodical organization
wielded an influence in Lutheran
circles far out of pra,portion to its
size. Like Stephan, the leader of the
Saxons, pastor J. A. Grabow, led a
group of his followers to America to
settle in the Buffalo, New York, area.
The distinctive erroneous doctrines
of this group included such as these:
-

RelationBodies in

1. The church is essentially visible.
2. The visible church is the Lutheran
Church.
3. Only in this visible Lutheran
Church is there salvation.
4. The Office of Keys was conferred by Christ only on the pastors, not
on the laymen.
5. Where God’s Word is not taught
in its truth and purity there is no
church.
6. Congregations owe obedience to
their pastors also in adiaphara.
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7. Congregations have no right to
judge the doctrine of their pastors.
8. At synod&l meetings lay people have only the right of speech,
not of suffrage.
9. To de&mine whether a specific
matter harmonizes with Scripture is
not for the congregation, but for the
synod (the ministry) to decide.
In 1930 Buffalo united with Ohio
and Iowa to form the American
Lutheran Church, each synod giving
up its separate identity but not its
errors. It is this body, the American
Lutheran Church, with which the
Missouri Synod began official negotiations in 1935 when it appointed its
first union committee to meet with
a similar committee of the American
Lutheran Church.
V
Among the Scandanavian groups
who came to America in such large
numbers in the 19th century there
were also many nominal Lutherans.
Three Norwegian bodies: the United
Norwegian
Lutheran
Church,
the
Hauge Synod and a large portion of
the Norwegian Synod formed an unholy alliance in June, 1917, a union
based on a compromise of the dactrines of conversion, election and
others. The new name they chose for
themselves was the Norwegian Lutheran Church of America. A few congregations and pastors of the Norwegian Synod however, by God’s grace,
remained faithful to His Word by
refusing to join this merger. Shortly
afterward several more withdrew from
it. They chose for themselves the old
name, The Norwegian Synod of the
--

American Lutheran Church, and in
1920 joined the Synodical Conference.
Olther Scandanavian bodies are: The
Augustana Synod of the Ev. Lutheran
Church formally organized in 1817;
The Lutheran Free Church; The United Ev. Lutheran Church (Danish) ;
The Eielsen Synod; The Church of
the Lutheran Brethren; The Finn’sh
Ev. Lutheran Church (Suomi Synod) ;
and The Finnish Apostolic Lutheran
Church.

So much for the organization development of the various Lutheran
bodies in America.
However, our topic calls for more,
namely for a digest of the doctrinal
position of these bodies at the present
time. Although
there are perhaps
twenty different groups bearing the
name Lutheran we would say that up
to the year 1950, there were, in the
main only two different
Lutheran
camps. The one comprised the bodies
joined together in the National Lutheran Council, the other the synods of
the Synodical Conference.
Regarding the Synodical Conference, until 1950, when the Missouri
Synod officially adopted the COMMON CONFESSION,
it was truly
an orthodox body. True, there were
a number of liberal pastors and professa’rs to be found in, her midst prior
to that, (we are reminded of the
STATEMENT
of 1945) but the official confession and practice, as far
as it could be known to men, was
orthodox inasmuch as there was the
exercise of discipline in the body. We
recall that one of the two Nebraska
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the Norwegian

districts actually expelled an entire
congregation with its pastor from its
midst for a wilful unscriptural lodge
practice, also that pastors who persisted in error after due admonition
were expelled from the synod. (Note:
Church bodies have no warrant from
Scripture to depose pastors from their
office; this right has been given only
to the local congregation).

1917.

As for the bodies joined together
in the National
Lutheran Council,
these were unorthodox from the beginning with the possible exception
of the Ohio Synod during the nine
years it held membership in the Synodical Conference.
What is the d,octrinal position of
these bodies today? As for both bodies
we declare without fear of contradiction, that one little phrase describes
them better than any other: Their
thirst for union has become more intense with each passing year. To all
appearances each is striving to outdo
the other in outward growth. Not
zrnity, as God demands in H.oly Writ,
but union, based on thirst for numbers
and the prestige that accompanies
numbers permeates their thoughts and
plans. We believe that the majority
hope that in the not too distant future
there will be only one large Lutheran
Church in America built on the unionistic principle, “we agree to disagree.”
We do not believe that we can be
accused of judging

when we say that

it was this spirit that led to the formation of the United

Lutheran

in 1918, of the American

Church
Lutheran

Church in 1930, and the merger of
-

Synods in the year
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It is this self same desire and hope
that has prompted a number of the
Scandanavian groups together with
the American Lutheran Church to
take steps during recent years which
are set to materialize in 1960 in the
formation of what they hope will be
the largest Lutheran organization in
America. The bodies which are to
merge at that time are the Evangelical Lutheran Church (formerly the
Norwegian Lutheran Church in America), the American Lutheran Church,
the Lutheran Free Church and the
United Ev. Lutheran Church. For all
practical purposes the union is already
in ef feet but in 1960 each synod is to
give up its own distinctive name and
merge into the one large body with
the largest membership in the land to
be known henceforth as the American
Lutheran Church.
(To Be Continued)
NEWS

FROM

IOWA

The Trinity Lutheran Church of
Sigourney and Muscatine, Iowa, purchased a neat, well-located chapel at
507 West 5th Street in Muscatine,
Iowa. It has a seating capicity of 100
and class rooms in the basement. It
is heated by a gas furnace and lighted
with florescent lights. God has richly
blessed us in thus providing a church
home for our growing congregation.
-J. Ernest Shufelt
Beware of false prophets, which
come to you in sheep’s clothing but
inwardly they are ravening wolves.
Matt. 7: 15.
-

ANOTHER

CONGREGATION

RESIGNS

The March 2, 1958, issue of the
Northwestern Lutheran reported that
Redeemer Lutheran Church of Cheyenne, Wyoming, with its pastor, W.
Schaller, Jr., and its teacher, LeRoy
Greening, had, withdrawn from the
Wisconsin Synod.
In a letter to the secretary of the
Concordia Lutheran Conference, who
had written Pastor Schaller, commending him and his people for their
stand, the latter wrote: Y’he Wisconsin Synod has held an unscriptural
position in the doctrine of Church
fellowship since 1953. I formally
charged them at that time and my
charges have all been rejected . . .
Their continued action, or non-action,
on union matters . . . paralleled their
position on my protests.”
We are indeed happy at this news,
for it is encouraging to all those who
have taken the similar step of leaving
FUND

RAISING

The following
appeared in the
Minneapolis
Morning
Tribune
of
March 15, 1958: “The Rev. Richard
V. Goeres, pastor of St. John’s Lutheran Church in suburban Glendale,
Wis., said Friday his congregation has
eliminated all fund-raising drives for
the church because the word of God
‘speaks to us about giving, but says
nothing about selling’.”
“The decision ruled out the annual
fund-raising dinners and fairs for
which the congregation had sold tickets
to raise a building fund. The church
recently completed a $155,oOOproject

WISCONSIN

SYNOD

their fo,rmer Synodical affiliation because of doctrinal reasons. May God’s
abundant blessing be upon this congregation, its pastor and its teacher,
who have taken such a noble stand in
the interest of the Truth! Let us remember them in our prayers that they
might continue to fight for the Lord
and the pure teachings of His Word
as we also thank God who supplied
them with the necessary strength and
courage to act according to His Word!
May we also encourage them, and
others, to study our confessional position so that, finding it in ,harmony
with their teaching and in full accord
with Scripture, they might openly and
publicly acknowledge us as brethren
in the faith and practice with us that
true church fellowship which is based
alone upon full

agreement in Bible

doctrine.
FREEWILL

VS.

-

FROM

-0.vv.s.
OFFERING

of a school, parsonage, and parking
lot addition. Goeres said that from
now on money would be raised ‘strictly
on the basis of Christian giving’.”
Pastor Goeres and his congregation
belong to the Missouri Synod. While
the action of this pastor and his people
is noteworthy, it seems strange that
it takes some Christians so long to
realize and accept the’ fact that God
approve money-making
d oes not
schemes and devices in the Church,
for He says, “Make not My Father’s
house an house of merchandise’.” John

2:16.
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What does the Lord say about giving? “Every man shall give as he is
able, according to the blessing of the
Lord thy God which He hath given
thee.” Deut. 16: 17. “Freely ye have
received, freely give.” Matt. 10:8. “He
that giveth, let him do it with simplicity.” Rom. 12:8. “Upon the first
day of the week let every one of you
lay by him in store, as God hath prospered him, that there be no gatherings
when I come.” 1 Cor. 16:2. “Every
man according as he purposeth in his
heart, so let him give; not grudgingly,
or of necessity: for God loveth a
cheerful giver.” 2 Cor. 917.
How clear and understandable are
these words of the Lord! They present in unmistakable terms the Scriptural principles for giving: we are to

give according to our income, in proportion to the blessings God has bestowed upon us; we are to give freely,
with simplicity, regularly, and cheerfully. If all Christians would heed this
divine advice on giving, there would
be no need for resorting to fund raising drives and schemes of all types.
Rather, there would be an outpouring
of generous gifts from hearts that are
full of love and gratitude to Him who
freely gave us all things in Christ
Jesus our Lord.
Let us always uphold and follow
the Bible rules for giving, f,or then
our offerings, brought in His name
and to His glory, will be pleasing unto
the Lord and prove a blessing to the
Church and to our immortal souls!
-0.w.s.

LESSON 26

not for you to know the times or the
seasons, which the Father bath put
in His own power.” I Thess. 5: 2:
rrTbe Day of the Lord so cometh, as
a thief in the night.”

THE

SECOND
THE

A&e

II-The

CHIEF

PART

CREED
Final

Judgment

Our exalted Lord and Savior is
seated at God’s right hand, ruling
over all things by the power of His
Word. And (Acts l&42) “it is He
which was ordained of God to be the
Judge of quick and dead.” Moreover
God (Acts 17:31) “bath appointed a
Day, in the which He will judge the
world in righteousness by that Man
Whom He bath ordained.”
Just when that Day will be, no man
knows nor can know. Matt. 24:36:
“Of that day and hour knoweth no
man, no, not the angels of heaven,
but My Father only.” Acts 1:7: “It is
-

/I

I Thess. 5:4: rrBut ye, brethren, are
not in darkness, that that Day shou,td
overtake you as a thief;” for the Lord
has given signs of its approach. For
instance, (Matt. 24:6-12) wars and
rumors of war; famines and pestilences and earthquakes; persecutions
and a falling away of Christians (see
also II Thess. 2) ; many false prophets
and many deceived by them; iniquity
abounding and the love of many
growing cold. And besides (Matt.
24: 14) “This Gospel of the Kingdom
shall be preached in all the world for
-

a witness unto all nations; and then
shall the end come.”
When our Lord ascended into heaven, He ascended visibly. His disciples
saw Him. His second coming will be
visible too. Acts 1: 11: “This same
Jesus which is taken up from you
into heaven, shall so come in like
manneer as you have seen Him go into
h eaven.” Matt. 24:27: “As the ligbtening cometh out of the east, and
shineth even unto the west; so shall
also the coming of the Son of Man
be.” Rev. 1~7: “Behold, He cometh
with the clouds; and every eye shall
see Him.”
His coming will be preceded by days
of tribulation. And then amid convulsions of the universe, He will come
with power and great glory. Matt.
after
the
24: 29,30: “Immediately
tribulation
of those days shall the
sun be darkened, and the moon shall
not give her light, and the stars shall
fall from heaven and the powers of
the heavens shall be shaken; and tben
shall appear th’e sign of the Son of
Man in heaven; and then shall all
the tribes of the earth mourn, and
they shall see the Son of Man coming in the clouds of heaven with
power and great glory.“’ (See also
Luke 21:25-27).
All the dead shall be raised up.
I Cor. 15:52: ‘?Tbe trumpet shall
sound, and the dead shall be raised.”
They will all be raised at the same
time. John 5:28,29: rrTbe hour is coming, in the which all that are in the
graves shall bear His voice, and shall
come forth; they that have done good,
unto the resurrection of life; and they

that have done evil, unto the resurrection of damnation.” (See also Rev.

20:13).
And the heavens shall pass away
and the earth be destroyed. II Pet.
3: 10: “The Day of the Lord will come
us a thief in the night; in the which
the heavens shall pass away with a
great noise, and the elements shall melt
with fervent beat, the earth also and
the works that are therein shall be
burned up.”
And the Jud,gment shall be conducted after this manner: R/Tatt. 25:31-33: “When the Son of Man shall
come in His glory and al! the holy
angels with Him, then shall He sit
upon the throne of His glory; and
before Him shall be gathered all nations; and He shall separate them
one from another, as a shepherd diyidetb His sheep from the goats; and He
shall set the sheep on His right band,
but the goats on His left.”
The sheep are those who hear the
Voice of the Good Shepherd and follow Him. The goats are those that
reject Him. John 10:26-28: rrYe believe not b,ecause ye are not of My
sheep, as I said unto you. My sheep
bear My Voice and I know tb.em, and
they follow Me,; and I give unto them
eternal Ii f e.” So the firs,t step will be
the separation, and it will be perfectly
just; for (John 6:64) rCJesus knew
from the beginning who
they were
that be&eyed not.”

Moreover, II Tim. 2: 19: rrThe Lord
knowetb tbem that are His.” These
know and believe that (I John 1: 7)
‘?Tbe blood of J esus Christ, His Son,
cleanseth us from all sir?; that He
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(Rev. 1:5) “washed us from our sins
in His own blood;” that we are (Rom.
3:28) rrjustified by faith without the
deeds of the Law” (apart from good
works) . So true believers are justified (declared righteous) by grace
alone through faith alone. John 3: 18:
‘?He that believetb on Him is not condemned; but he that bdiewth no1 is
condemned already, because be bath
not believed on the only begotten Son
of God.”

righteousness of faith) INTO ‘ETERNAL LIFE.” And the Word of Christ
to His Church will be fulfilled, Mark
16~16: ‘?He that Mievetb and is baptized shall be suved, but be that believetb not shall be damned.”

But only the judge can see the
faith in the hearts of men. Therefore
He will vindicate His justice before
all men and all the assembled hosts
of heaven and hell by showing the
fruits of true faith (good works). He
will reveal the works of men (see
Matt. 25: 34-46) and (I Cor. 4:5) :
“will bring to light the bidden things
of darkness, and wit1 make manifest
the counsels of the hearts.” Then men
will give ‘ran account” (Mitt. 12:36)
“‘of every idle word” that they have
spoken. Th e works that have been
done by unbelievers cannot be good
in God’s sight; for (Rom. 8:s) Crtbey
that are in the f lesb (are carnally
minded) cannot please God.” and
Heb. 11~6: “Without faith it is impossible to pleuse Him.” Only the
sins of true believers will not be recalled in the judgment. Jer. 31:34:
“I will forgive their iniquity and I
will remember their sin no more.>’

Baptized members -_-- ________ 363
Communicants __-- ____.
__.__--__ 232
Voting members _-___- _______ 68
Communed during 1957 ________
1185
(average 5.1)
Sunday School children __-_._-- 82
Sunday School teachers -_____-20
“Not unto us, 0 Lord, not unto us,
but unto Thy name give glory, for
Thy mercy, and for Thy truth’s sake!”
Ps. 115:l

1957
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for the
CONCORDIA
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CONFERENCE

“We need missionaries who are
burning with zeal for the Lord and
neither dread the pity and the sneers
of the worldly-wise, nor the devilish
ridicule of those who have become
worldlings, but resolutely seek entrance
into their houses and into their hearts
to win them for Christ. But these
missionaries are wanting.“-Wyneken.

Thus all men will be judged according to the Word of God: Matt.
25:46: “These (who rely on their own
righteousness) shall go away into
everlasting punishment; BUT THE
RIGHTEOUS
(who rely on the
‘-
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BACK

ISSUES

We have had many requests for back
issues of our periodical.
These issues
will be priced as follows:
Issues
An

of current

year

additional
five
previous

- __---_

cents
year.

for

.20
each

CHRIST’S

ATTITUDE

TOWARD

ERROR

AND

ERRORISTS

Our Lord spent the greater portion
of the last six months of His life in
Perea. One day a certain Pharisee in
Perea requested Him to dine with him,
Luke 11:37 ff. Th is was one of three
invitations to dine with a Pharisee, the
other two being recorded Luke 7:36
and 14: 1. Our Lord did not decline
the invitation. He was not a monkish
man. To His pure, loving soul, which
sought to promote the good of even
His enemies, these entertainments, at
which He would meet other Pharisees,
were important opportunities which
He improved for their benefit. But
neither on this nor any other occasion
did He by commission or omission
make the impression of sanctioning
or ignoring their errors or of fellowshipping with them as brethren in the
faith. On the contrary, He treated
them as false teachers and opposed
them as well as their errors. When He
entered the house of that Pharisee,
He purposely omitted their ritual
washing of hands before meal. When
His host was astonished at this, our
Lord severely reproached him and his
Pharisaic companions, denouncing sip
successive woes upon them. The entertainment was broken up. The guests
left the house; and when Jesus was
come out from thence, the Scribes and
the Pharisees began to urge H’m
vehemently, and to provoke Him to
speak of many things; laying wait for
Him, and seeking to catch something
out of His mouth, that they might
accuse Him.

(Matt. 22 and 23.) This was on
Tuesday in Passion week, and it
marked the close of His public career.
The spies of the Pharisees and Her
odians tempted Him with the perplexing
and dangerous
question,
whether it was lawful to g&e tribute
to Caesar, or not. His answer astonished them. They left Him in silence.
Then the Sadducees came with their
captious, insidious question concerning the resurrection. -He told these
proud, aristocratic free-thinkers that
they erred and knew not the Scriptures, and completely confuted them
by His appeal to the Scriptures and
to the power of God. They were
reduced to silence. He had literally
gagged and muzzled them. The multitude was astonished, and even certain of the Scribes said unto Him,
“Master, Thou hae,t well said.” One
of these Scribes then asked Him which
were the greatest commandment.
There is no evidence to show that he
propounded this question in malice.
On the contrary, it is said that he
answered Christ’s question discreetly,
i.e., understandingly. And the Lord,
taking into account the spirit of the
questioner, said unto him: “Thou art
not far from the kingdom of God,”
Mark 12:34. Then He began to catechise the Scribes and Pharisees about
the .Messiah, making a last effort
to lead them to a belief in His divinity. However, His question, “If
David, then, call Him Lord, how is
He His Son?” received no reply. St.

Our Lord’s last encounter with
false teachers took palce in the temple.

Matthew

-

says, “No

man was able

to answer Him a word; neither durst
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any man from that day forth ask Him
any more questions,” Matt. 22:46.
The master had silenced them, silenced
them in every encounter. He had
again and again defeated them in
argument. Th eir only argument was
calumny, violence, and force: Kill
Him! Crucify Him! That was their
only hope of silencing this hated
Rabbi of Nazareth.
While His obstinate enemies are
silent, He opens His lips and within
hearing of all the people says unto
His disciples, “Beware of the Scribes! ”
Luke 20: 46. Now follows His last
tu the
and must solemn warning
Scribes and Pharisees who had opposed Him and His blessed work to
the last. A most awful warning it
is! The Divine Teacher who had
opened His Sermon on the Mount
with eight benedictions, now pronounces eight woes on the Pharisees. “Woe
unto you, Scribes and Pharisees,
hypocrites! for ye shut up the kingdom
of heaven against men: for ye neither
go in yourselves, neither suffer ye
them that are entering to go in . . .
Ye serpents, ye generation of vipers,
how can ye escape the damnation of
hell?” Ad&.
23~13-33. These are
stern, awful, withering words. Someone has said: “Literature
may be
searched in vain for philippics more
terrible than those which constitute
Christ’s last public address in the
Temple.” These woes are a fearful
foreboding of the wrath of the Lamb,
Rev. 6: 16. But let us remember that
they are woes, i.e., exclamations of

The Lord grieves over these errorists while He denounces them. For is
He not their Savior also? Has He not
suffered and died for them too? Because He thus cares for their souls, He
uses these cutting words, as a surgeon
uses the knife to save the life of his
patient. Because He loves their immortal

suds,

He

leaves nothing
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tried to turn their hard hearts to
repentance, to recover them out of
their errors, and to bring them to the
knowledge and confession of the full
truth.
Let us learn from our b,lessed Redeemer what attitude to assume and
maintain toward teachers of error. Let
us boldy oppose them, caution against
them, and, if need be, denounce them
severely; but let us do this in love,
with a burning desire to save them..
Let mercy and love be our motive. It
is the only method that wins. No man
will receive rebuke save from such
as he knows to be full of love toward
him and are seeking his welfare. Hence
Paul says to Timothy: “The servant
of the Lord must not strive”-quarrel, wrangle, fight-,
“but be gentle
unto all men, apt to teach, patient, in
meekness instructing those that oppose themselves; if God peradventure
will give them repentance to the
acknowledging of the truth,” 2 Tim.
2:24,25. This motive of mercy and
meekness will also prevent the employment of force and of violence.

sorrow as well as expressions of holy

Luther-the
man who so sternly inveighed against error and teachers of
error -says in his reply to, Duke Henry
of Brunswick (1541) : “In the tenth

wrath.

place, no one can deny that we ab-
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stain from shedding blood, murdering, hanging, and taking revenge,
though we might often have done
this, and even now might do it; but
as Christ, the Apostles, and the
ancient Church did, even so we tolerate and admonish our enemies and
pray for them, also publicly in the
church, in litanies and serm.ons, precisely as Christ, our Lord, did and
taught.” In the preface of the Book
of Concord the confessors say most
solemnly: “Wherefore we also. herewith testify in the sight of God the
Almighty and of all Christendom, that
. . . we abhor and heartily detest the
tyranny of the persecutors, neither
do we in any wise want to’ be guilty
of that blood, which without doubt
will be required from the hands of
the persecutors on that great day of

CHURCH
I

the Lord before the solemn and severe
tribunal 6f God.” (Mueller, p. 17.)
However, the fact that in -all our
o,pposition to error and teachers of
error we exhibit a spirit of meekness
and mercy. will not render us and our
Our Master was
attitude popular.
hated and finally crucified, despite
His pity and love. They chose. the
robber and rebel and redhanded murderer rather than Christ who had
sought to redeem them from error and
ruin eternal. Still, His witness was
not altogether in vain. He won Nicodemus; He won Joseph of Arimathea,
and many others among the chief
rulers. Even so our witness will and
must succeed; for “Truth is ‘mighty,
and will p&ail.”
(The End)
-Theological
Quarterly, Vol. 8, 1904

ATTENDANCE

Going to Church is-A. an old custom. Luke 2:41. The early Christians had their Church
Services. Heb. 10:25; Acts 2:42.
B. a divine institution.
1. God has instituted the Office of the Ministry. Acts 14:23; Titus
1: 5; Acts 20: 17,28. Since God has commanded that His Word
be preached, 2 Tim. 4: l,2, He th erefore expects people to hedr
it preached. Luke 10: 16. One reads and the other listens. Rev. 1: 3.
2. God has instituted the Sacraments,. The congregation is to- come
together for the administration of these Sacraments. Acts. 2O:7,
3. It is God’s will and ordinance that the ‘Christians who dwell in
one locality form a Christian congregation. I Cor. 1:2; Gal. 1:2;
Thess. 1: 1.
C. To attend or not to attend Church is therefore not left to the whim
of the Christian. But the place, time, and order of service, are
matters of Christian liberty.

-
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II

Who should go to Church ? Everyone. Luke 2: 41,42, the whole family.
A. Fathzrs: List and refute some objections which many men give for
not attending Church.
B. Mothers: How many women feel that they must remain home to ,tend
the children and see to it that dinner is served on time? Luke 10:38-42.
C. Children: Whoever allows his children to remain at home so that they
do not become accustomed to attending Church, can hardly expect
them to be diligent in their Church attendance in later life. Prov.
22:6; Eph. 6:4.

III

Where should a Christian attend Church? Mary and Joseph went to
the Temple of the Lord. A Temple of God is that place where the Word
of God is taught in all of its truth and purity and the Sacraments administered according to Christ’s institution. False churches are to be
avoided. Rom. 16:17; I Tim. 6:3 ff.

IV

How should we go to Church?
A. Regularly.

We should not miss the Divine

Service because of-

1. the weather. ‘(It’s too hot, too cold, too wet, etc.”
2. the distance. In 1703 the Huguenots in Rochelle traveled 20
miles during the night so that they might attend the Divine Service
on Sunday morning.
3. company. Bring the company along if they will come. If not, let
them wait until you return.

4. the ridicule of so-called friends.. Such are not real friends if they
are not interested in the welfare of your s.oul.

5. inability to contribute generously. 2 Cor. 8: 12; 9:7.
6. Can you mention others?
B. Willingly.

Attending

the Divine Service should not be a drudgery.

It should be a joyous privilege.
Acts 2~46.
V

Ps. 26:8; 122:l;

84:2,10; 27:4;

Why should we go to Church?
A. God demands it. (3rd Commandment).
ing and His Word.

We should not despise preach-

B. By going to Church we give testimony of our faith.
C. By attending Church we also foster true Christian fellowship. Is it
not the same with coals? Together they glow, but spread out indivdually they quickly die out.

D. We should set a good example. Matt. 5:16.
-
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.E. We need to go to Church. Our faith is not self-sustaining. It needs
to be nourished and strengthened by the preaching of the Word of
God.
F. The blessings and benefits in attending the Divine Service are great.
1. Through the preaching of the Word of God the sinner is converted, Rom. 10: 17; faith is kindled and preserved; the carnally
secure are aroused, and the terrified sinners are comforted.
2. What treasures are dispensed to us in the Church Service! Matt.
18:2O; Gen. 28:17.
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(to be continued)
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