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To set forth in simple and plain language
the pure doctrine of God’s Word as taught by
the true Lutheran Church in full accordance
with the Book of Concord of 1580, the Brief
Statement of 1932, and the Confession of
Faith of 1950.
To show, on the basis of Scripture, what
true Christians are to believe and how, out
of love for their Savior Jesus Christ, they are
to lead godly lives.
To furnish aids for Bible study and articles
for Scriptural devotion and meditation.
To demonstrate, by our Scriptural
stand,
that our Concordia Lutheran Conference is not
a sect or a false church body but that the
congregations
which form our Conference
comprise the true visible church on earth, not
denying, however, that there may be others
unknown to us who truly share our Scriptural
position in doctrine and practice and who also
rightly belong to the true visible church of
Christ.
To urge all who truly share our Scriptural
position in doctrine and practice to acknowledge our position openly and publicly in order
that we may recognize the blessed existence
of such God-given unity and that we may
then proceed to practice a God-pleasing church
fellowship
with them by supporting
each
other’s work with our prayers and personal
service as mutually acknowledged brethren in
the faith.
To show that we do not have among us a
mixture of divergent teachings but that we
are, by God’s grace, “perfectly joined together
in the same mind and in the same judgment.”
To set forth pertinent historical information which has a bearing upon the Church
and to expose modern philosophical thought
and the so-called scientific
theories which
contradict the Word of God.
To expose particularly
the false teaching
and practice of the various so-called “Lutheran” church bodies by comparing their reaching and practice with what is plainly recorded
in the Word of God, in the Lutheran Confessions, and in the old orthodox Lutheran
writings,
To expose false teaching
and practice
wherever it makes its appearance and to keep
abreast of the current happenings
in the
church world and among the nations as signs
of the times.
To be truthful and factual in our reporting
and freely to correct any misinformation
of
which we are not aware and which has been
called to our attention. Also to clarify any
information
or statement of doctrine or practice which may be unclear to our readers or
which may create a wrong im,pression.

OFFICERS OF THE
CONCORDIA
LUTHERAN
CONFERENCE
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OF PURPOSE
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At this time of the year, we as a
nation and as Christians, pause in our
daily routine of life for our customary
observance of Thanksgiving Day. This
traditional American holiday had its
beginning in the grateful actions of
the Pilgrim founding fathers who in
the early 1620’s, despite extreme poverty and hardships, knelt on the virgin
soil of this new land and with bowed
heads gave expression to the thankfulness o’f their hearts for the blessings and protection which had been
granted them. In 1789, George Washington by official proclamation set
aside the first Thanksgiving holiday
for the nation as a whole, and in 1864
President Lincoln appointed the fourth
Thursday in November as T’hanksgiving Day.
To many people this day will mean
merely special meals, family get-togethers, and other social activity. While
these things all have their legitimate
place, they dare never supplant the
real purpose of a Thanksgiving Day
for the Christian, namely, to bow in
humility before a good and gracious
God and to express sincere gratitude
for the temporal and spiritual benefits of the past year. A true Christian
realizes that God’s mercies are new
unto us every morning and that it is
our duty to thank Him at all times.
Lam. 3, 23. Eph. 5, 20.
Sad to say, thousands of people
never thank God for the many blessings which they enjoy. Many of them
deny the existence of God; many endeavor to thank a gad of their own
-

making and not the Triune God of the
Bible; many ascribe all that they are
and have to their abilities and accomplishments; and many contend that they
have no reason to be thankful. The
latter point to local and world conditions. They complain: prices are exorbitant; taxes are too high; peace
talks are in vain; and on the horizon
looms the possibility of a third World
War with the use of weapons far
more devastating in their power than
anything we can imagine. Indeed,
these individuals are not inclined to
thank because they do not think!
Have we reason to be thankful? 0,
we, who are Christians, are happy to
join ourselves together for a special
day of prais.e and gratitude. Who of
us could begin to enumerate all the
temporal gifts we possess and enjoy?
While many abroad are still in dire
straits, we have an abundance of earthly blessings here in America, so much
so that we often take them for
granted. As we think of the past year
of prosperity and care, we ought recall
the earnest words of our God, who
desires to be thanked: “When thou
hast eaten and art full, then shalt thou
bless the Lord thy God.” Deut. 8, 10.
If you think, you will also thank.
But greater than all other benefits
are the spiritual blessings bestowed
upon us by the Lord. Can we remain
ungratefuly when we think of GoJ’s
yrent loYe to mankind &own in the
person and work of Jesus, the Bread

of Life offered us in His holy Word?
YVhat about the gift of saving faith,
the priceless privilege of religious freedom and unmolested worship which
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we still enjoy in America? What about
the pure Word and Sacraments which
He has preserved unto us and which
week after week serve to nourish our
immortal souls? As we think of the
blessings that have eternal value, let
us explain with truly appreciative
hearts: “Bless the Lord, 0 my soul,
and all that is within me, bless His
holy name!” Ps. 103, 1. All Christians
might well sing the famous hymn
written by John Mentzer after his
house and belongings had burned to
the ground: “Oh, that I had a thous-

WHAT ABOUT THANKSGIVING
Thanksgiving Day, as a civic holiday, in reality asks all people to be
thankful to whatever god they profess
according to their own belief or religious preference, and if they believe
in no god they are to be thankful anyhow to whomsoever they please. This
is the only meaning Thanksgiving Day
can have as a civic holiday in a country
which believes in freedom of religion
for all. Thanksgiving Day dare not
demand that all the people of the
nation give thanks to the true God
of the Bible who is the Triune God,
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. It dare
not require that all people of the nation give thanks to the god of the
Jews, or to the god of the Mohammedans, or to the god of the Unitarians, or to the god of the Jehovah Witnesses, or of the Christian Scientists,
or of the Lodge religions and of Scout*
ism, or to the gods of all the various
shades of modernism. As far as a
civic holiday is concerned, Thanksgiv-

and voices to praise my God with
thousand tongues !” Lutheran Hymnal,
No. 30.
It has been said: The richest man
is the one who is most grateful! May
we, not only on Thanksgiving Day,
but on every day give evidence of our
gratitude for all the temporal and
spi.ritual blessings which we have
received and enjoy! We cannot pay
God in money for all His goodness.
Only the GIVING
AND LIVING
OF THANKS
will please flis heart.
-0.w.s.

DAY AS A CIVIC HOLIDAY?
ing Day, therefore means little or
nothing to us Christians and there
is always the grave danger of falling
prey to those false teachers who use
just such holidays or similar occasions
to set forth a least-common-denominator god, to teach that all people (no
ma.tter what their faith) believe in,
worship, praise and thank the true
God only in different ways and consequently that all people are heading
toward eternal salvation only by means
of different roads. This man-made
delusion is rampant in our nation today
where a mixing of church. and state
is steadily increasing being bolstered
by Reformed and Sectarian elements.
The President opens his inaugral
address with a prayer in spite of the
fact that his office is that of a civic
leader and not a religious leader, During the present President’s term of
office, the name of God was added
to the pledge to the flag and “IN
GOD WE TRUST”
was made the
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official motto of the United States
Government. We ask: “To what God
did the President offer his public
prayer in which he asked the whole
nation to join him? What God is
meant in the official motto of the
nation?” The only answer can be: “A
least-common-denominator god, a god
of anyone and everyone, a god who
can be the God of the Christian or
the god of the heathen, a god who
is supposed to satisfy the religious beliefs of everyone in our land.” Such
a god is certainly not the God of the
Bible who says: “Thou shalt have
not other gods before Me.” “Thou
shalt worship the Lord thy God and
Him ONLY shalt thou serve.”
Thus, Thanksgiving Day, as a civic
holiday, is nothing short of a heathen
festival in which all the people of the
nation are called upon to thank whatever god they prefer.
Because Thanksgiving Day pertains
to the various religious beliefs of the
people of our nation, its very appointment as a civic holiday is contrary to
the principle that church and state
must be kept separate. Inasmuch, however’ as this day affords us Christians
time and opportunity to gather ourselves together for public worship, we
may indeed use it, NOT BECAUSE
IT IS A CIVIC
HOLIDAY,
but
in order to remind ourselves that every
day for the Christian is a day of
thanksgiving and praise unto the Lo,rd
for all His boundless mercies and
that the Object of our thanksgiving is no,t the god whom all religions worship only in a different
manner but the one true God: the
-

Father who created us, the Son who
redeemed us, and the Holy Ghost who
sanctified us. To Him alone be all
praise, a n d thanksgiving
glory7
throughout all ages!
-P.R.B.

IF GOD HIMSELF BE FOR ME
If God Himself

be for me,
I may a host defy;
For wben I pray, before me
My foes., confou.nded, fly.
If Christ, my Head bnd Master,
Befriend me from above,
What foe or what disaster
Can drive me from His love?
This

I beheye, yeu, rather,
Of this I make my boast,
That God is my dear Father,
The Friend who loves me most,
And that, wbate’er betide me,
My Savior is at band
Through stormy seas to guide me
And bring me safe to land.
I build on this foundation,
That Jesus and His blood
A1on.e are my salvation,
The true, eternal good.
W7itbout Him all that pleases
Is valueless on earth;
The gifts I owe to Jesus
Alone my love are worth.
My heart for joy is springing
And can no more be sad,
‘Tis full of mirth and singing,
Sees naught but sunshine glad.
The Sun that cheers my spirit
Is Jesus Christ, my King;
That which I shall inherit
That makes me rejoice and sing.
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- (Paul Gerhardt)

An

Exemplary

Husband

and

Father

November l&h was the 474th anniversary of Luther’s birth. On that
day began the life of a man who was
to becom.e a great teacher, a fearless
preacher, a notable hymn writer, an
outstanding translator, and also a
model husband and father. It is to be
the latter that we direct our attention
at this time, for his home life is a
pattern for all Christian homes.
When Luther entered the monastery
he made a pledge that he would never
marry. Among the many errors of the
Roman Church in his day was the
teaching that monks, nuns, and priests
were NOT to enter matrimony. However, through God’s guidance, Luther
learned that this Roman doctrine was
false, that holy matrimony is God’s
institution and honorable in all men,
Heb. 13:dF. Through special writings
he began to show that neither Christ
nor the apostles commanded the vow
of celibacy, but that Christian marriage and home life were indeed blessings of God. He urged pastors to
marry and have families, but of himself he said, “My mind is averse to
marriage because I daily expect death
as a heretic.” However, after much
pleading by his friends and his own
father, Luther decided to confirm by
his own example what he tau,ght,
namely, that according to Scripture
matrimony is pleasing to God. Hence
his subsequent marriage was largely
an act of faith and confession.
God gave Luther a fine Christian
wife in Catherine von Bora. At the
age of 15 she had been consecrated as
-

a nun in a cloister at Nimbschen in
Germany. Through Luther’s writings,
which also had penetrated the convents, she had come to the knowledge
of the truth and together with eleven
others left the cloister and came to
Wittenberg. When Luther heard of
their action, he said, “Would to God
I could thus rescue all captive consciences and empty all cloisters!” At
first Luther was not attracted to
Catherine, but in time he began to
appreciate more and more her Christian character and decided to marry
her. It was on June 13, 1525, with
various friends present, that Luther,
age 41, entered holy matrimony with
Catherine von Bora, age 26. His marriage brought him great happiness. Of
his wife he once wrote: “I consider
her more precious than the kingdom
of France. She is true to me, I love
her more than myself.” They set up
housekeeping first in the cloister where
Luther lived.
Luther’s marriage was blessed with
six children: John, Elizabeth, Magdalene, Martin, Paul, and Margaret.
John later studied law and worked
for the government. Elizabeth died
before she was a year old. Magdalene
passed away at the age of 14. At her
funeral Luther said, “I have sent a
saint to heaven. We have the greatest
assurance of eternal life; for God
cannot lie who has promised it to us
through and for the sake of His Son.”
Martin, his son, studied theology, but
never entered the ministry, since he
died at 39. Paul studied medicine and
became a famous physician. Margaret
married a wealthy nobleman.
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As a husband and father Luther’s
character reached great heights. He
and his wife loved their children dearly and brought them up in the fear
of God, Eph. 6:4. Luther loved to
play with his children, tell them stories,
hear their lessons, and sing with them.
He believed that the education of a
child should begin in the mother’s
arms. and at the father’s knees. God’s
Word was used every day in his home.
His children had to recite from the
Catechism, say their prayers and read
aloud from the Bible. While a loving
father, Luther was also strict and
severe, for he said, “I would rather
have a dead son than a disobedient
one.” He knew that to spare the rod
would spoil the child, for God says,
“Withhold
not correction from the
child,” Prov. 23 : 13. His strictness
never es.tranged the children from him.
Thus in his Christian training and
model home life Luther sets all parents and Christian families a good
example. In tribute to him the church
historian Schaf f has written: “Viewed
simply as a husband and father . . .
Luther deserves to be esteemed and
honored as one of the greatest benefactors of mankind.”
Among the many sayings of Luther
which pertain to Christian training in
the home, the following is noteworthy:
“Children should be instructed in that
which mrtains to God. If a oerson
learns f ram youth up to recogn;ze the
benefits of God, and hence to love
Him, and likewise, the punishments
and threatenings of God, and hence
to .fear Him, he will not forget it
afterwards when he is old.”
1

Thus we have considered the
wonderful pattern which Luther set
for us in Christian home life and
training centered in the Word of God.
May his example serve to make our
homes and families more Christ-like
so that the words of Psalm 128, describing a Christian father, mother,
and children, might also apply to us!
This will surely please God and benefit us and the world in which we
live.
-0.w.s.

WHAT

NEXT?

A recent article in the Seattle Times
has offered a new method to fill the
empty pews of the churches-the use
of trading stamps. The article suggests
that each person, for example, might
receive five stamps for each service
he attends plus 10 stamps for every
contribution to the collection plate.
These would be pasted into a book
and, in time, exchanged for premiums
ranging anywhere from a family Bible
to badly needed household furniture.
Surely every sincere Christian finds
this scheme utterly repulsive. Yet,
while many churches will undoubtedly
frown upon this particular method,
they, at the same time, may themselves
be guilty of making use of other less
spectacular and sensational methods
in an effort to bring people into their
respective churches. What about such
things as baseball, basketball and
bowling teams within the congregation? Are they not often used as a
means not only of keeping their own
members, but also of drawing rhe outsiders into the church? And membership in the church is usual/~ required
before a person can play on the church
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team. Certainly such things are not
proper inducements for people to join
a church!
What is to be the church’s “sole
attraction?” The Word of God! For
it is through the Gospel that God the
Holy Spirit not only tenderly calls
and invites all men to partake of the
blessings of salvation, but through
which He also works faith in the
sinner’s heart. “Being born again, not
of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the word of God, which liveth
and abideth for ever.” (I. Pet. 1:23)
This glorious Gospel of Christ “is the
power of God unto salvation to every
one that believeth.” (Rom. 1: 16) And
not only does God the Holy Spirit
convert the sinner through the Gospel,
but He also1 keeps and preserves the
believers in ,the one true faith through
the Gospel. The Apostle writes, “Moreover, brethren, I declare unto you the
Gospel which I preached unto you,
which also ye have received, and wherein ye stand, by which also ye are saved,
if ye keep in memory what I preached
unto you, unless ye have believed in
vain.” (I Cur. 15:1,2)
Where people are attracted to the
Church by man-made publicity schemes
instead of by the Word of God, there
we may find a large social organization, but certainly not a true congregation of the Lord. Without the sweet
Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ there
would be no reason for the existence
of the Church, since the preaching of
the Gospel

is the Church’s

business!

Without the Gospel there would be no
Church, for the Gospel is the means
whereby the Cburcb

Furthermore,

is built.

to attend the House
-

of God where the Word of God is
preached in its truth and purity is a
gracious privilege which we should
highly cherish. It should not be as
though we were doing God a favor by
going to Church-it
is God who grants
us the favors! What a privilege for
us sinful human beings to hear the
sweet comfort that “the blood of Jesus
Christ, His Son, cleanseth us from all
sin.” (I John 1: 7) What a privilege
for us to receive the Lord’s Supper
for the remission of our sins and the
strengthening of our faith. What a
privilege to have the wonderful treasures of God’s Holy Word freely and
richly dispensed to us sinners Sunday
after Sunday. And the more we realize this fact, namely, that it is a
privilege to hear the Word of God,
the more reprehensible such “publicity
stunts” to get people into the church
become to us.
Can a person be genuinely and sincerely interested in the Word of God
if he must be coaxed and lured into
the church by offering to reimburse
him for his attendance? David did
not have to be lured into the House
of the Lord. He writes in Psalm 42,
“When I remember these things, I pour
out my soul in me: for I had gone with
the multitude, I went with them to
the house of God, with the voice of
joy and praise, with a multitude that
kept holyday.” (v. 4) And again in
Psalm 26, “Lord, I have loved the
habitation of thy house, and the place
where thine honour dwelleth.” (v. 8)
May God the Holy Spirit grant “that
we may not despise preaching and His
Word, but hold it sacred and gladly
hear and learn it.”
-M.L.N.
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TEMPT NOT THE LORD
In 1909 a man by the name of
George Hensley devoted much time to
a study of the Bible. The words of
J esus, “They shall take up serpents;
and if they drink any deadly thing,
it shall not hurt them; they shall lay
hands on the sick, and they shall recover,” (Mark 16: 18) were explained
by Hensley to be a command which
every Christian is in duty bound to
obey. To bolster up his twisted explanation he climbed White
Oak
Mountain in the State of Tennessee,
where he soon came face to face with
a timber rattler. Having asked God
in prayer to strengthen him, he picked
up the snake and came down from
the mountain firmly convinced that
a miraculous gift of grace had been
bestowed upon him.
It did not take very long before
Hensley gained a number of adherents
in Tennessee, Kentucky, Virginia, the
Carolinas, Alabama, Georgia and Florida. The handling of poisonous reptiles was fully approved by the Church
of God in which Hensley was a
preacher. But in 1920 the Church of
God changed its approval to disapproval and even threatened excommunication to those who would continue to practice snake handling. Since
that time on the followers of Hensley
have rejected their mother church as
a “fallen church,” maintaining that
they are the true church. At the present time their membership numbers
around 2000, their congregations being sccattered throughout the Southern States.
Their meetings are highly emotional
bordering on hysteria. After the mem-

bers of the same sex have greeted each
other with an “holy kiss,” the musicians play and sing while the rest of
the members of the congregation clap
their hands, stamp their feet, cry out,
and go through various other bodily
contortions. The sermon is generally
an emotional harangue interrupted
occasionally by a “Hallelujah!”
or
“Praise the Lord!” Finally, when they
have been worked up into such a high
pitch of excitement, wooden cages are
opened and poisonous timber rattlers,
copperheads, and water moccasins are
removed. The snakes are passed from
one %aint” to another. Some place
the snakes on top of their heads, stuff
them inside their shirts, or tie them
into knots.
Many of them often get bit. Some
die within a short time while others
reportedly have been bitten a number
of times without grave effect. In 1955
the founder, George Hensley, was
bitten by a diamondback rattler in one
meeting and died shortly thereafter.
A snake that has killed a “saint” is
especially prized and handled with
great fondness. According
to the
teachings of this Holiness group a
person can die from a snakebite without actually having fallen from grace.
They hold that God sometimes allows
a fatality to occur to convince the
skeptics that the snakes are real and
poisonous. Besides handling poisonous
snakes, some of them also drink what
is supposed to be a strychnine without
suffering any ill effects on the basis
of their false understanding of Mark
16: 18. And, according to their interpretation of Isaiah 43:2, “. . . when
thou walkest through the fire, thou
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shalt not be burned; neither shall the
flame kindle upon thee,” some of the
“saints” expose their flesh to the
flames from a blowtorch or from gasoline soaked rags which have been
ignited. The full story of this Holiness group can be found in the Sept.
28th issue of the Saturday Evening
Post.
The two passages to which the Holiness group refers, Is. 43 : 2 and Mark
16: 18, were definitely
not empty
promises. Wh en, for example, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego refused
to fall down and worship the golden
image, they were cast into the midst of
the burning fiery furnace. God then
graciously delivered them from the
fire so that the flames did not even
so much as singe the hair on their
head. (Dan. 3) But, let us note that
these three men knew that they were
obeying God and they therefore were
able to console themselves with the
thought that God would indeed help
them, if it were His Will, by saving
them from the fiery furnace. They
had told King Nebuchadnezzar, “If
it be so, our God whom we serve is
able to deliver us from the burning
fiery furnace, and He will deliver us
out of thine hand, 0 king. But if
not, be it known unto thee, 0 king,
that we will not serve thy gods, nor
worship the golden image which thou
hast s.et up.” (w. 17,18) There is
also the example of the Apostle Paul
on the island of Melita. While gathering sticks for the fire a poisonous
serpent sank its fangs into his hand.
He shook the snake off into the fire
and suffered no ill effects.. (Acts 28:
1-6) The Apostle Paul was doing the
-

work whereunto God had culled him
and therefore be was able to assure
himself of God’s gracious help und
protection. The same is true of the

pastors and missionaries whom the
Lord has called to preach His Word.
Doing the work which He wants them
to do, they too, can take comfort in
the fact that God is their, Protector
and Defender. “In 1873 Missionary
Nommensen, in Sumatra, ate rice
which had been mixed with a deadly
poison by a heathen whop had designs
on his life. He did not experience the
slightest inconvenience, and many
heathen were converted.” (Faith Healing by Graebner)
’
What this particular Holiness group
is doing is definitely contrary to the
Word of God! They are guilty of
temp.ting God! And God ,has said,
CrYe shall not tempt the ‘Lord your
God.” (Deut. 6: 16) When the devil
took Jesus into the holy city and set
Him down on a pinnacle of the temple,
saying, “If thou be the Son of God,
cast thyself down,” what did Jesus
do? “Jesus said unto him, it is written
again, Thou shalt not tempt the Lord,
thy G0.d.” (Matt. 4: 5-7) God bus
promised aid should we in the daily
performance of our duties encounter
danger but He bus not, however,
promised to help those who wilful!y
and frivolously
cast themselves into
danger!

May we continue to be faithful to
the Word of God and not be mislead
by the cunning deceptions of the devil,
For only by adhering to the Word of
God can we rightly comfort ourselves
with the promises of His help. M.L.N.
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(Text: Psalm 23,4) “Yea, thc+ugh I walk
through
the valley
of the shadow
of
death,
I will fear no evil: for thou art
with
me; thy rod and thy staff
they
comfort
me.”

to
Death is something frightful
every person by nature. To natural
man his most prized possession is this
earthly life with its wealth, its pleasures, and its happiness. If he should
therefore have to leave his life, then
h e groans: Alas! must I give up
everything that was lovely and dear to
my heart? To him, that is the saddest
fortune that could strike him and the
most dismal necessity that exists in
this life. With deep fear, therefore,
he reflects that he must perhaps soon
leave the home in which he lived so
comfortably and enter the dark chamber of the grave. It pains him to think
that he must perhaps soon lose the
money and goods which is the delight
of his eye, leaving it to others and
himself become poverty stricken. The
thought that perhaps he, too, will soon
be lying at death’s door, his heart and
eyes breaking, his tongue and lips
growing cold and the blood in his
veins suddenly stopping, the thought
that the body which he now cares for
and cherishes will then lie there on its
final resting place, an ice cold corpse,
lifeless, stiff, and pale, and eventually
will rot and decay becoming. the food
of loathsome worms, this thought
sends chills through his soul and fills
him with horror.
-

If, now, natural man (the unbeliever) earnestly reflects that death
does not end it all, but that it is a
solemn messenger of God which calls
him away to the judgment hall of the
great Judge of all mankind; if he reflects that there he will receive what
his works deserve, that either an unspeakable bliss and glory or eternal,
unspeakable pain and punishment
awaits him: then the natural man’s
false comfort vanishes; the wretched
conso,lation which he heretofore had,
transforms itself into fearful doubt,
but the doubt ends in despair. With
trembling lips he then hopelessly cries
out: Oh, if I could live yet until
tomorrow!
Still, even believers, even children
of God, even true Christians are frequently seized with fright and dread
of death when they are led into its
dark valley. For that reason no one
dare feel secure. You do not presently,
as you think, fear death; but have
you ever had a direct look into his
grinning face, into his hollow, staring
eyes? Oh, truly, it is not the strength
of man but God’s grace alone which is
able to overpower this king of terror.
This we see clearly in the example of
David. He says in the Words of text:
“Yea, though I walk through the
valley of the shadow of death, I will
fear no evil: for thou art with me;
thy rod and thy staff they comfort
me.”
From this we see: if a person would
learn to overcome the terrors of death
and himself confidently step down
into the dark cavern of the grave, then
he must with his heart forsake the
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world and join himself to the Lord,
and choose Him and His grace as his
highest good and His Word
as
his staff. Oh, if a person reaches that
stage that he is able to say with
David: “Thou, L,ord, art with me,”
I hold myself to Thee with the hand
of my faith, I carry Thee in my heart,
Thou with Thy grace art the true
treasure whom I possess, “Thy rod
and thy staff they comfort me,” on
the promises of Thy Gospel I build
and hope: then he is able also to add
with David: “Yea, though I walk
through the valley of the shadow of
death, I will fear no evil,” I will fear
no separation, fear no grave, no hell,
no damnation, for through Thy grace
the grave is become a tabernacle of
peace to me, death-the door of life,
departure from the world-entrance
into heaven.
True, the proverb does say: “A
good conscience sleeps through thunder” (“Ein gutes Gewisses ist ein sanftes
Ruhekissen.“) , but where is there a
person who has never defiled his
conscience? Where is there a clean
person to be found, when there is none
clean? Where is there a person who is
not a sinner? Alas, such a person is
most miserable who relies on his conscience, who hopes he can some day
slumber off easily into his death; just
at the time of death, when a person
wants to fall asleep, the conscience,
which was largely quiet during lifetime, is aroused and transforms itself
into, a pillow of barbs and thorns of
doubt, fear and horror.

and blessedly. Let him learn to go to
God as a poor sinner and cry for
mercy for the sake of Christ, his
Savior; let him learn by faith to lay
hold of Christ and His promise of
grace, let him taste and see how
friendly, how kind, how merciful, how
compassionate the Lord is: then he
will despise the world and learn to
yearn for heaven.
St. Paul had learned to know and
understood God’s grace in Christ; he
knew for certain that he had a merciful God and that he would be saved.
For that reason he did not grieve
about the fact that he had to leave this
poor world; he feared no death, much
rather, he longed for it with all his
heart and said: “I have a desire to
depart and to be with Christ.”
Since Thou the power of death didst
rend,
In death Thou wilt not leave me;
Since Thou didst into heaven uscend,
No feur of death shalt grieve me.
For where Thou art, there shall I be
That I may ever live with Thee;
That is my hope when dying. Amen.

No, there is only one way in which
a person can di e easily, cheerfully,
-

172 -

(Lutheran Hymnal,
Taegliche Hausandacht
C. F. W. Walther (Crull )
Translated by E..L.M.

594)

I : 18) : rrN~ mun bath seen God ut uny
time,; the Only-begotten
Son Wtzicb
is in the bosom of the Father, He bath
declared Him.” All revelation of God

Lesson 22
THE

SECOND
THE

CHIEF
CREED

Article
THE

OFFICE

to men is through Christ Who also
sent the Holy Ghost into the hearts
of the “Holy Men of God,’ (John
15:26; II Pet. 1:21).. There is no
revelation of the TRUE AND ONLY
GOD but by Him.

PART

II
OF CHRIST

Our Lord Jesus Christ became a
true Man that He might perform a
certain work, namely, the work of redemptlon. We speak of this work as
THE OFFICE OF CHRIST. In fulfilling this office, He has done the
work of a prophet, a priest, and a
king. So His office of Savior and
Redeemer is the three-fold office of
Prophet, Priest and King.
God describes His prophetic office
in these words (Deut. 18: 18) : “I will
put My Words in His mouth; and He
shall speak unto them all that I command Him.” A prophet, then, is one

in whose mouth the Word of God is,
who speaks what God commands him.
The Bible tells us that Jesus is a
Prophet. When Moses was old, he
uttered this prophecy (Deut. 18~15)
‘?Tbe Lord thy God will raise up unto
thee u Prophet from the midst of thee,
of thy brethren, like unto me; unto
Him ye shall hearken.” And Peter,

preaching in Solomon’s porch, said
that this Prophet was Jesus (Acts
3: 19-26) . God the Father testified of
Him from heaven (Matt.
17:5) :
“This is My beloved Son in Whom
1 am well-pleased;
Hear ye Him.”

And the Apostle John writes

In the Old Testament times, Christ
performed
His
prophetic
loffice
through the holy prophets. II Pet. 1:
“Holy Men of God spuke us they
were moved by the Holy Ghost.” During His visible presence on earth, He
21:

preached personally
miracles. He said

“The blind receive their sight, and
the lame wulk, and the lepers are
cleansed, and the deaf blear, the dead
are raised up, and the poor have the
Gospel preached
unto
them. And
blessed is be wbosoever shall not be
off ended in Me.” Then too He preach-

ed through the apostles and evangelists. John 15:27: rCYe also shall
bear witness, because ye have been
with Me from the beginning.,’
And

He now performs His prophetic office
through the preaching of the Gospel.
He commands His church (Mark 16:
15) : rrG~ ye into all the world and
preucb the Gospel to every creature.”

And He strengthens His preachers and
both encourages and warns the hearers
with these words (Luke 10: 16) : “He
that beuretb you, beuretb Me: and be
tbut despisetb you, despisetb Me; and
be that despisetb Me despisetb Him
that sent Me.,’

(John
-

and by doing
(Matt. 11: 5’6) :
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Christ is our High Priest, of Whom

the priests of the Old Testament were
only types and shadows. Heb. 7:26,27:

cerning the Kingship of Christ (II
Sam. 7: 12,13) : “I will set up thy

“Such an High Priest became us, Who
is holy, harmless, undefiled, sepurate
from sinners and made bigher than
the beuvens, Who needetb not daily,
as those high priests, to offer up sacrif ice, first for his own sins, and then
for he people’s; for this He did once,
when
He
offered
up Himself .”

Seed sfter thee--and I will establish
the throne of His Kingdom forever.”

So He is not only our Priest but also
the Sacrifice for us. John 1:29:
“Behold the Lamb of God that taketb
away the sin of the world.” And Heb.
10: 14: “For by one offering He bath
perfected forever them that are sanctiie .”

fd

As our High Priest, Christ fulfilled
the Law for us. Gal. 4:4,5: “God sent
forth His Son made (born) of u
woman, made (born) under (subject
to) the Law, to redeem them tbrlt were
under (subject to) the Law, that we
might

receive the adoption

of sons.”

And He sacrificed Himself for us in
suffering our punishment and death.
I Pet. 2 ~24: “Christ His own Self bare
our sins, in His own body on the tree,
that we being dlead to sins, should
live unto righteousness;
by Whose
stripes ye were healed.” Moreover, He

speaks, pleads, intercedes with God
for us Christians. I John 2: 1,2: “If

To Pilate Jesus answered (John 18:
37) : CPTbou suyest that I am a King.”
but He also assured him (Jo.hn 18: 36)
“My Kingdom is not of this world.”
Christ is the Almighty King of creation, of men, of angels, of devils.
Matt. 11:27: “All things are delivered
unto Me of My Father”; and Matt.
28: 18: “All power is given unto Me in
heaven and in earth.” This Kingdom
He rules with sovereign and omnipotent puwer. It is called His King
do-m of Power.
Christ is King in His church. He
says (John l8:37) : CrT~ this end was
1 born, and for this cause cume I into
the world: that I should bear witness
unto the truth. Everyone that is of the
tru.tb bearetb My voice.” And tho’se

who hear are the citizens of His Kingdom of Grace, that is, of His Church
on earth. He rules them by the Gospel.
The grace of God which they enjoy
‘by faith, is the moving, driving force
of their lives. Matt. 21: 5: “Tell ye the
daugb ter of Sion (that is, the true
invisible Church), Behold thy King
cometb unto thee, meek, and sitting
upon an ass and a colt, the foal of
an ass.“’

any man sin, we have an Advocate with
the Puther, Jesus Christ the Righteous.
And He is the propitiation
(the atoning sacrifice) for our sins; and not for
ours only, but also for the sins of the
whole world.

The Kingdom of Glory is in heaven
where Christ Himself has all glory,
and where all true believers shall be
glorified. II Tim. 4~18: ‘rTbt? Lord

A king. is one
authority to rule
prophesied that
King. The Lord

shall deliver me from every evil work,
and sbdll preserve me unto His beavenly Kingdom;
to Whom be glory forever and ever. a4men.
-J.E.S.

who has power and
a kingdom. It was
Christ should be a
said to David con-
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THE BURIAL, OF THE DEAD
I

To bury the dead is Scriptural
A. The Old Testament, Genesis 23 :4; Gen. 49: 29; 2 Chron. 9: 3 1
B. The New Testament, Matt. 14: 12; Acts 8:2
C. Not to be buried was considered a disgrace, Ps. 79: 1-4; Jer. 16:4-i

II

The Bible makes a distinction between the burial of a Christian and that
of a non-Christian.
A. The Christian burial, Matt. 27:59,60
1. It consists of a divine service, that is, hymns, prayers, and a sermon
from the W,ord of God.
2. It is the duty of the pastor to officiate at the funeral of his members who die in the one true faith.
3. The Christian burial is a testimony that the dead person died a
Christian.
4. A Christian burial should be given ONLY to Christians.
5. A Christian burial is for the comfort of the mouners.
B. The burial of a non-Christian, Jer. 22: 18,19
1. A Christian past’or should not officiate at the burial of a nonChristian; the pastor is not an undertaker.
2. Whenever a Christian pastor officiates at a funeral, he is always
officially representing his Christian congregation.
3. To bury non-Christians as Christians is hypocrisy.
4. How does this give offense to
a. sincere Christians?
b. the children of the world?
5. What about the argument that we are thereby given an opportunity
to preach the Word of God?
C. Sihould a Christian pastor officiate at the funeral of such church
members as have taken their own life?

III

Cremation
A. Is cremation in itself wrong?
B. What is the Biblical way of disposing of those who died in the Lord?

IV

What should a Christian keep in mind about funeral expenses?
Let me depart tbmislife confiding in my Savior;
Do Thou my soul receive tbnt it may live forever;
And let my body have a quiet resting-place
Within a Christian grave; nnd let it sleep in pedce.

-
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A SONG OF HARVEST
We thank Thee for the harvest,
Our gracious Lord and King;
Our daily bread Thou givest
And to Thy nume we sing.

Yea, children of the Kingdom
As good seed Thou dost sow;
But children of the devil
Are tares in fields below.

Not seedtime nor harvest cease,
Thy promise dotb remain;
The *earth dotb yeitd her increase
Of fruit and grass and grain.

Tbe day of harvest cometb,
The Judgment of the Lord.
The an.gels are the reapers
Who garner in for God.

On good and bad Thou makest
The sun to shine each day;
On just and unjust sendest
The rain to bless their way.

And now, dear Savior, keep us
Through sorrow, woe and pain.
May we through faith be gatbered
As sheaves of golden grain.

But in the world Thou sowest

But till Thy great Day cometb
We pray for gifts of grace
To labor in Thy vineyard
And praise Thee to Thy facP.

Thy Word as seed divine;
In hearts of men, Thou workest
TO cleanse and makle them Tbine.

-J.

Ernest Shufelt

WELCOME
TO ALL OLD AND NEW SUBSCRIBERS
We appreciate
your concern for true orthodox
Lutheranism
and are certain
that, by God’s grace, you will receive rich spiritual
benefits
through
your
faithful
reading of our Concordia
Lutheran
articles which are based solidly
upon the pure and unerring
Word of God.

RENEW PROMPTLY!
Give

a subscription
Send your

$2.00

a Year

as a gift
subscriptions

to a relative
or renewals

THE CONCORDIA
c/o

Mr.

August

Luft,

1133

-

Oregon

or friend.
to

LUTHERAN
St., Coos Bay,

Oregon

