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STATEMENT
OF PURPOSE
To set forth in simple and plain language
the pure doctrine of God’s W&d as taught by
the true Lutheran Church in full accordance
with the Book of Concord of 1580, the Brief
‘Statement of 1932, and the Confession of
Faith of 1950.
To show, on the basis of Scripture, what
true Christians are to believe and how, out
of love for their Savior Jesus Christ, they are
to lead godly lives.
To furnish aids for Bible study and articles
for Scriptural devotion and meditation.
To demonstrate, by our Scriptural stand,
that our Concordia Lutheran Conference is not
a sect or a false church body but that the
congregations which form our Conference
comprise the true visible church
on earth, not
denying, however, that there may be others
unknown to us who truly share our Scriptural
position in doctrine and practice and who also
rightly belong to the true risible church
of
Christ.
To urge all who truly share our Scriptural
pcs:tion in doctrine and practice to acknowledge our position openly and publicly in order
that we may recognize the blessed existence
of such God-given unity and that we may
then proceed to practice a God-pleasing church
fellowship with them by supporting each
other’s work with our prayers and personal
service as mutually acknowledged brethren in
the faith.
To show that we do not have among us a
mixture of divergent teachings but that we
are, by God’s grace, “perfectly joined together
in the same mind and in the same judgment.”
To set forth pertinent historical information which has a bearing upon the Church
and to expose modern philosophical thought
and the so-called scientific theories which
contradict the Word of God.
To expose particularly the false teaching
and practice of the various so-called “Lutheran” church bodies by comparing their teaching and practice with what is plainly recorded
in the Word of God, in the Lutheran Confessions, and in the old orthodox Lutheran
writings.
To expose false teaching and practice
wherever it makes its appearance and to keep
abreast of the current happenings in the
church world and among the nations as signs

of the

times.

To be truthful and factual in our reporting
and freely to correct any misinformation of
which we are not aware and which has been
called to our attention. Also to clarify any
information or statement of doctrine or practice which may be unclear to our readers or
which may create a wrong impression.
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SevenihAnnual Convention
OF THE

Concordia
LutheranConference
FRIDAY

THROUGH

MONDAY

August 23-26, 1957
AT

WILMOT,SOUTHDAKOTA
ESSAYS TO BE DELIVERED AT THE CONVENTION:
“THE NATURE OF A TRUE STATE OF CONFESSION,
ESPECIALLY ON THE PART OF A CHURCH BODY.”
“DIGEST REGARDING DEVELOPMENTS OF THE ORGANIZATIONAL
RELATIONSHIPS
AND THE DOCTRINAL
POSITION OF THE VARIOUS LUTHERAN
BODIES IN
AMERICA OF THE PRESENT TIME.”

Oh, keep us in Thy Word, we pray;
The guile and rage of Satan stay!
Oh, may Thy mercy never cease!
Give concord, patience, courage, peace.
And since the cause and glory, Lord,
Are Tbine, not ours, to us afford
Thy bell> nnd stwngtb and comtancy.
With all our heart me trust in Tb,ee.
.~

-
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What a sorrowful picture the Word
of God presents to us in regard to
man as he is by nature. We recall that
in the beginning, everything was perfect. God created man in His own
image, after His likeness. This, of
course, does not mean that man looked
like God, because God is a Spirit, a
Bei.ng with a mind and a will but
without a body. The image of God in
which man was created was simply
this: that man was like God in as
much as he was perfectly holy and
righteous. He k new God and was
happy in his knowledge of God. This
image of God was lost when man fell
into sin by yielding to the temptation
of Satan. We, therefore, read the sad
words in Genesis, chapter 5, that
Adam “begat a son in his own likeness, after his image,” namely, in sin.
And so it has been down through the
ages that all people are born and conceived in sin. The notion that little
babies are innocent, in the sense that
they have no sin, is a false notion that
cannot stand in the light of such clear
passages in Scripture as the one from
the book of the Psalms: “Behold I was
shapen in inquity, and in sin did my
mother conceive me.” As it is impossible for a ferocious lion to give birth
to a meek lamb, or a black crow to
produce a white dove, so also it is
impossible for sinful human parents
to bring forth a sinless child. From
the very moment of our conception in
our mother’s womb, we are sinners.
And such original sin is this: that
all people, since the fall of Adam, are
-

without true fear, love and trust in
God; without righteousness; inclined
only to evil; spiritually blind, dead,
and enemies of God. Original sin
makes all men guilty of eternal condemnation; it causes all men to commit all manner of actual sins in
thought, word, and deed; it makes the
best deeds of men as filthy rags in
the sight of God; it leads all men away
from God into the pit of Hell. That
is the sad condition of all people as
they are born into this world.
And this sinful nature of man cannot be changed, converted, or reformed. It must be killed, or, as Luther
says, it must be “drowned and die with
all sins and evil lusts.” Jesus, therefore, said to Nicodemus: “Ye must
be born again,” and +‘tExcept a man
be born of water and of the Spirit,
he cannot enter into the Kingdom of
God, that which is born of the flesh
is flesh and that which born of the
Spirit is Spirit.” We are all born of
the flesh and of the flesh we are
totally corrupt and sinful. We must,
therefore, 6.e born again; we must be
born of the Spirit; and we must be
brought to faith in Jesus as our
Savior; we must become children of
God and heirs of salvation. This newbirth is called REGENERATION.
There are those who say that regeneration is entirely up to man’s
own free will. They claim that it is
LIP to the choice of every individual
whether or not he wants to believe
and thus be born again. But such a
notion is not true because man has
100 -

no freedom of his will, no choice, in
spiritual matters, since he is spiritually
dead, blind, and inclined only to will
and to do that which is evil. Man
cannot cause himself to come to faith
in Jesus as his Savior, and thus to
be born again or regenerated.
Again, there are those who declare
that regeneration depends on something good in man. They say that in
order to be born again, a person must
have the right disposition, he must
have a lesser guilt than others, or he
must refrain from wilfully resisting
the Holy Ghost. But such teaching
is also contrary to God’s Word which
places all people, as they are by nature,
into the category: they all have an
evil and perverted disposition toward
God and spiritual things, for the
Bible states that “natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of
God for they are foolishness unto
him, neither can he know them”; they
are all guilty of eternal condemnation in the sight of God, for the Bible
makes it clear that if anyone could
keep the whole Law (all the commandments) and yet of fend in one
point, he is guilty of all, and again
the Bible tells us that “there is not
a just man upon earth that doeth
good and sinneth not.“; and all men
wilfully resist the H,oly Ghost, for
the Bible plainly tells us that Yhe
carnal ( fleshly) mind is enmity against
God.” Man, by nature, is God’s
enemy.
Our regeneration is alone and entirely the Work of God. He alone is
the Author and Finisher of our faith.
J ames writes: “Of His own will begat
-.

He us.” Of H is own will He made
us His children; He caused us to, be
born again; He brought us to fa.ith
in Jesus, our Savior; He is the only
Author of our regeneration. Thus,
Jesus says: “No, man can come unto
Me, except the Father which hath
sent Me draw him.” John 6:44. And
again, St. Paul writes: “No man can
say that Jesus is the Lord but by the
Holy Ghost.”
The means which God uses to regenerate us or to bring us to faith
is “the Word of Truth.” That Word
of Truth is the Gospel of which St.
Paul says that it “is the power of God
unto salvation.” Thus also, St. Peter
writes that we are “born again, not of
corruptible seed, but of incorruptible,
by the Word of God, which liveth
an.d abideth forever.” Through the
power of the written or spoken Word
of the Gospel, God has taken us out
of uur natural sinful life and has
placed us’ in a new, spiritual life.
Through the means of the Gospel, we
have been regenerated; we have been
born again; we have become the
children of God.
It is the Word of the Gospel in
Holy
Baptism which makes that
Sacrament what Paul calls it: eta
washing of regeneration and renewing in the Holy Ghost.” Through
Baptism, little children are born again.
They are brought to faith in Jesus
as their Sa.vior.
And this faith is nourished and
kept alive by that Word. Through
our daily reading and studying of
God’s Word; through our hearing of
the preaching of God’s Word; through
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our further study of God’s Word in
Sunday School and Bible Class; and
through the power of the Gospel in
the Lord’s Supper, our new spiritual
life is fed and built up. And thus we
are caused to grow, as St. Paul writes,
“in the unity of faith, and of the
knowledge of the Son of God, unto
a perfect man, unto the measure of
the stature of the fullness of Christ.”
We are born again not to live as
we please or act as we please-for then
our faith would be a dead faith and
our spiritual life itself would be dead.
We are born again not to a life of
ease, of joy and pleasure, but to a
life of trial and tribulation for the
sake of the Gospel. We are born
again in order that we might break
from the companionship of the world
and flee from its lusts and temptations. We are born again that we
might resist the allurements and deception of Satan. We are born again
that we might patiently
bear our
crosses and burdens, and daily crucify
our old sinful flesh with its evil lusts
and desires. We are born again that
we might be a light in the World;
that we might confess our faith before
high and low, great and small? rich
and poor, by word and by deed. We
are born again to fight the good fight
of faith and in the end receive the
salvation of our souls, not as something which we h ave earned and
merited, but as the free gift of God’s
grace to us who are by nature lost
and condemned sinners, but who have
been bego.tten by God, regenerated,
born again, with the Word of Truth.
-P R.B.
-

THE

BEST FRIEND

The best of friends I have in heaven;
On earth are loyal friends but few;
Where hearts to things of earth are
given,
Friends cannot be sincere and true;
But firmly I can eJer depend
On Jesus as ‘my dearest Friend.
The love of man is not abiding,
While that of Jesus never wanes;
Whatever storms and ills betiding,
This ever-f aitb f ul Friend remains;
In joy and sorrow to the end
My Savior is my dearest Friend.
The world bestows its greatest favors
On those who can and will repay;
Whenever fortune’s f riendsbip wavers,
It’s favors, too, will pass away;
With Jesus such is not the end,,
He always is the dearest Frilend,
‘Twas love for me that made Him
suffer
And shed for me His precious blood;
‘Tis love alone that makes Him offer
To make my ev’ry trespass good;
From sin and death He can defend
And is, indeed, my dearest Friend.
He is tbe Friend above all others,
Whose heart and soul is wholly mine;
Whose love is stronger than a
brother’s
And stands beyond the end of time;
Then praise with me unto the end
My Savior as the dearest Friend.
(B. Schmolck)
“The

Son of Man is not come to

destroy men’s lives, but to save them.”
Luke 9:56
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THE DUTY

OF THE CHURCH

TO COMBAT

INDIFFERENCE

OF EVERY SORT AT ALL TIMES
It is the duty of the Church to
preach and teach the Word of God
in all its truth and purity. (Matt.
28:19,20; John 8:3 1; Matt.
7: 15;
Rom. 16: 17.) It is therefore also the
duty of the Church to set itself against
every influence that would in any way
curtail the pure teaching of God’s
Word. This duty is performed first
of all by public preaching, by publicly insisting that indifference in matters of doctrine is sin. It is done also
by the various publications on these
particular subjects. But not only thus
officially must the Church oppose
these evils. Every member must be
encouraged to counteract at all times
indifference as it appears in lodgism
and unionism. That is done if church
members not only refuse to become
brothers or sisters in some secret order,
but also when they counsel a brother
or a sister in the faith disposed to
join a lodge against such a course. It
is done, finally, by purging the church
of those who have become entangled
in the meshes of fraternalism, who, in
spite of all admonitions, refuse to
part company with the lodge. But also
with reference to indifferentism each
member must do his or her share to
check it, and frustrate its baneful effects. To do this, our members must
not attend services in other churches,
no matter how often asked by members
of other churches to do so. Members
must also show these zealous, practical
unionists, who ask why they refuse
to worship with them, the reason for
-

such refusal to comply with their request. (Matt. 10:32; I Pet. 3: 15).
They must, moreover, have spiritual
backbone enough to refuse aid, financial and’. otherwise, to other denominations. But we must not expect that
such true discipleship will merit the
enthusiastic plaudits of those not
minded as are we. On the contrary,
such action will only yield us biting
censure and sarcastic comment in
those quarters. Yet such gentilities
must not sway true disciples of Christ
from their proper course. Regardless
of the compliments made them, it is
for them to cling to what their Savior
taught, and to stand a solid wall
against the encroachments of unscriptural tolerance.
It is the further duty of the Church
to fight indifference as it comes to
light in the neglect of public worship.
This obligation is met by the Church
through the earnest and repeated presentations of its pastors, who in the
pulpit and from house to house emphasize the greatness of this sin. But
the Church is not composed of pastors
only. There are also lay-members,
considerably more numerous, too, than
pastors. They, too, have a work to perform here. They, too, are to lift up
their faces and exhort the negligents
not to despise the riches of God’s
grace, and to try to bring the dilatory
to church. But this indifference is not
combated by hired soloists, ins trumental or vocal, whose performances
are made the feature of the service,
103
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so th.at choral and Scripture lesson,
prayer and sermon, are relegated to
the background or viewed as the
sprinkling of bitter which ever goes
with the sweet. Neither is this form
of indifference combated by fanciful
innovations in liturgy or clerical vestment, by oddities in architecture and
furnishings of church buildings. This
indifference is, lastly, not successfully
opposed bsy giving elaborate entertainments for the benefit of the church.
People do not mind giving their money
to the church as long as they get their

money’s worth of amusement from
the church. The proper and only satisfactory means to bring indifferent
churchgoers into the ranks of regular attendants is the Word of God
brought to bear on them by pastor and
people. And the proper treatment of
those who continuedly refuse to repent of their contempt of the divine
Word, and to amend in this respect,
is exclusion from the congregation.

.Everybody serves his lord and
master. That is natural, for that is
what the relationship implies. The unbeliever serves his master, and the
Christian, the child of God, serves
his Lord and Master. He wants to
serve God and desires to know how he
may perform such service. How? By
tb,in&ng and living and doing according to God’s will. When a sinner
by God’s grace accepts by faith the
invitation of the Gospel, he gives God
all the honor for His salvation, the
honor especially due His name. When
the Christian calls upon the name of
God in every trouble, prays and gives
thanks, he is serving God according to
His will: “Call upon Me in the day
of trouble; I will deliver thee, and
thou shalt glorify Me,” Ps. 50: 15.
When a Christian goes to church to
hear God’s Word, when he reads the
Bible to, learn the Word of God and

God, as Mary of Bethany was serving
the Lord when she sat at His feet to
hear His Word. That is the one thing
needful, “that good part,” which Mary
had chosen, which was not to be taken
from her. That is why the Lord, when
a certain woman blessed Mary for
being the mother of Jesus, replied:
“Yea, rather, blessed are they that
hear the Word of God, and keep it,”
Luke 11:X

to assure himself of Christ and H;is
salvation, he is most eminently serving

(Quoted

from

a Synodical

essay,

1915)

That is well for Christians to remember. Christians want to serve
God, but often they want to do for
Him something great, something big,
something that, according to human
standards, might seem worth while.
Let us learn of Christ. He has set the
proper standard. One thing is needful;
that is “that good part.”

“Serve the

Lord with gladness; come before His
presence with singing.”

rrTbis is My

beloved Son; hear ye Him.”
-H.

D. Mensing

Bible Doctrine:The meaning of the words of Scripture must be sought in the Scriptures
themselves, not outside of them.
2 Pet. 1,20: “No prophecy of the Scripture is of any privat’e interpretation.”
1 Pet. 4,ll:

“If any man speak, let him speak as the oracles of God.”

Lutheran Testimony:- “We have, however, another rule, viz: That the Word
of God should frame articles of faith; otherwise no one, not even an angel
from heaven.” (Smalcald Articles, II, 2, 15.)
Error:Zwingli and Calvin both declared that human reason must be the judge
of Holy Scripture. Zwingli gives this counsel: “Philosophical argumentation
through conclusions of reasoning must not be neglected.” (Epos. Chr. Faith.)
Calvin says: ‘Can you prove through reasoning that this contains nothing
unreasonable? Yes’ if it be conceded that the Lord has instituted nothing that is
contrary to reason.” (Geneva Catechism.)
This is the fundamental error of all sects, ancient and modern. And the
Reformed Churches, one and all, carry the image of their originators.
But God Says:Is. 8,20: “To the Law and to the testimony: if they speak not according
to this Word, it is because there is no light in them.”
2 Cor. lO,5: “We bring into captivity every thought
Christ.”
1 Cor. 2,14: “But the natural man receiveth not the
of God; for they are foolishness unto him; neither can he
they are spiritually discerned.”
Rom. 9,20: “0 man, who are thou that repliest against
THE DIFFERENCE,
“And

that, knowing

the time, that

to the obedience of
things of the Spirit
know them, because
God?”
I. G. Monson, p. 31.

light. Let us walk honestly, as in the

now it is high time to wake out of

day; not in rioting

and drunkenness,

sleep: for now is our salvation nearer

not in chambering

and wantonness,

than when we believed. The night is

not in strife and envying. But put ye

far spent, the day is at hand: let us

on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make

therefore cast off the works of dark-

not provision for the flesh, to fulfil

ness, and let us put on the armour of

the lusts thereof.”

-
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Rom. 13:11-14.

THE CHRISTIAN’S
I

II

VACATION

‘Introductory: At this time of the year, we speak and hear other peo,ple
speak about vacations. Children and young peo,ple especially are on vacation from school. Almost all businesses give their workers an annual vacation. But what is the meaning of the word %acation”? The basic meaning
given in Webster is: “A being free from a duty, service, etc., from
‘vacare’, to be empty.” When we think of a vacation, we should perhaps
prefer the word ?ecreation”. This is defined as “A recreating; refre,shment
of strength and spirits after toil; diversion or a mode of diversion; play.”
A vacation, as we think of it, may therefore be either pure rest from
work or a change of activity, that is, doing different things than one
usually does. Ques,tion: Which of these two do you consider the more
profitable? Why? How do different people in different occupations and
different circumstances generally need different types of vacations?

A well-regulated

life is in proper balance between work and rest.

A. God’s Word

plainly

teaches this:

1. While we work, we are to work diligently:
Ephesians 4? 28; Proverbs 6, 6-11.

2 Thess. 3, 10-13;

2. But we also need to rest from our labors: Exodus 20, 8-11; Mark
6, 31 & 32. Questions: In view of Colossians 2, 16 & 17, what is
the difference between the two passages just quoted? How are
these passages, from the viewpoint of health, related to the
Fifth Commandment?
B. Common human experience acknowledges ’ this “proper balance” to
be a necessity. Note the human proverb: “All work and no play
make Jack a dull boy.” Or: “All play and no work make Jack an
o,ld shirk.” Questions: Which principle do both of these statements
set forth? Do you know the ancient fable of “The Grasshopper and
the Ant”? What is it? W’hich lesson do we learn from it? With which
passage of Scripture in II, A, 1, above does it agree? Which would
you coasider the greater wrong? or are both wrong?: laziness and
idleness, or to work too much and not rest sufficiently? Again, which
principle do you see clearly set forth in God’s Word, Colossians 3, 23,
as to both work and play?
-
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III

Christians plan and carry out their vacation or recreation differently
do those who are not children of God.

than

A. They avoid sinful activities: Romans 12, 9; I Cor. 6, 18; 2 Tim. 2, 22;
Prov. 1, 10 etc.
B. They plan and think on such things as would be profitable
mind, and soul: Philippians 4, 8.

to body,

Questions: Which activities under “A” can you think of that should
especially be avoided? Which can you think of under ‘TB” that should
especially be sought after? In view of these two points, when a young
man and a young woman who are Christians go on a “date” together,
what should they feel free to talk over together beforehand as they
plan their activities of the evening ? Which Book or books should a
Christian pack with his grips when preparing to go on a vacation?
Why? If on vacation over a Sunday, should a Christian be satisfied
or willing to take part in just any kind of religious service, in view of
Romans 16, 17 and 18? If you cannot attend a church of God’s pure
Word while on your vacation, what would you suggest as a brief plan
for a God-pleasing private service, or devotion? (How about using
the Order of Morning Service in your Hymnal, adding appropriate
hymns and the Epistle and Gospel lessons for the day? Do you know
how to do this? If uncertain, consult your pastor before going away.
He will surely be glad to help you in planning this.) I-I. D. Mensing
At a funeral service, a minister once
made the mistake of saying, “This
corpse has been a member of my
church for ten years.” Of course’ he
did not mean that the member had
been a corpse for ten years; yet, in
some cases that would probably be
said without making a mistake. When
a member does absolutely nothing for
his church 7 giving it neither moral nor
financial support, he is practically
dead-a corpse. A living member will
show he is alive by attending services
and working for the Church.
Friend, how much spiritual life is
indicated by your attitude
toward
your church?
(Selected j
-

FUNDAMENTALLY,
there are
only TWO really different religions
in the world: The CHRISTIAN
and
the NON-Christian.
The Non-Christian religions all say in essence:
“SOMETHING
in my hand 1 bring
to be saved.” The Christian religi&
alone says: “NOTHING
in my hand
I bring, SIMPLY TO THY CROSS
I CLING.”
(Selected)

The devil does not mind when a
person “professes”

Christianity,

so he does not PRACTICE

just

it.
(Selected)
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Lesson 18
THE SECOND
THE

CHIEF

PART

CREED

Article

I

GOD’S CARE OF HIS CREATURES

The foresight and care which God
exercises over His creatures is His
providence. He p rovides them with
food. Psa. 147:9: CrHe giveth to the
beast his food, and to the young
ruven.s which cry.” Psa. lO4:14: “He
causeth the grass to grow for the
cattle, and herb for the service of
man; that He may bring forth food
out. of the earth” The Lord Jesus
says (Matt. 6:26) : “Behold the fowls
of the air; for they sow not, neither
do they reup, nor gather into burns;
yet your beuvenly Father feedetb
them.”
And He clothes His creatures.
Matt. 6:28,29: “Consider the lilies of
the field, bow they grow; they toil
not, neither do they spin; und yet 1
say unto you, Tbut even Solomon in
all his glory wus not arrayed like one
of ‘these.”
God Who feeds the birds and the
beasts, and clothes the flowers, will
also feed and clo,the us. Matt. 6: 30-33:
“If God so clothe the grass of the
field which toduy is, and tomorrow is
cnst into the oven, Shall He not much
more clothe yowl?--Therefore take no
thought (do not worry) saying, W-but
shall we eat? or what shall we drink?
or wherewithal shall we bl,p clothed?
For your heavenly Father knowetb that
you have need of all these things. But
-

seek ye first the Kingdom of God,
and His righteousness; and all these
things shall be added unto you.”
In the beginnig God gave to man
the herbs and the fruit of the trees
for food (Gen. 1: 29) . After the
Deluge, He added every moving thing
that lives except a fellow-man (Gen.
9: 3-6) . Surely, God has made abundant provision for our physical needs.
“He richly and daily provides us with
all that we need to support this body
and life.” Psa. 145:15,16: “The eyes
of all wait upon Thee; and Tbou
givest them their meut in due season.
Thou openest Tbine band, and sutisfiest the desire of every living thing.”
In special instances God provided
for the physical needs of His children
by the miraculous power of His almighty Word. He did so for Israel
in the wilderness. Neh. 9:20,21:
“Thou-witbbeldest
not Thy manna
from their mouths, and gayest them
water for their thirst. Yea, forty
years didst Thou sustain them in the
wilderness, so that they lucked nothing;
their clothes waxed not old, and their
feet swelled not.” He did so for the
widow of Zarephath. I Kings 17: 16:
‘?And the barrel of meal wasted not,
neither did the crzcse of oil fail, according to the Word of the Lord,
which He spuke by Elijub.”
But ordinarily God supplies what
we need by enabling us to work and
by blessing the labors of our hands.
Gen. 2: 15: rrAnd the Lord God took
the man, and put him into the garden
of Eden to dri_Pssit und to keep it.”
And in II Thess. 3: 12 the apostle
“commands and exhorts” the Chris108 -

tians “by he Lord Jesus Christ, that
with quietness they work, and eat
their own bread.” It is, however,
neither wise nor necessary to be filled
with anxiety about future needs. I Pet.
5:7: ‘?Custing ull your cure upon Him,
for He curetb for you.”
Nothing happens accidentally or by
chance in God’s government of the
universe. Not even a sparrow falls to
the ground without His will. Matt.
10:29-31: rrAre not two sparrows sold
for a furthing? and one of them dd
not full to the ground without your
Father. But the very hairs of your
bead are all numbered. Fear ye not
therefore, ye are of more value tb,un
many sparrows. ” God contro.ls the laws
of nature. Gen. 8:22: “While
the
earth remainetb, seedtime and harvest,
and cold und beut, and summer and
winter, and day and night shall not
” Matt. 5 145: “He muketb His
ceaste.
sun to rise on the evil und on the
good, and sendetb ruin on the just
and on the unjust.”
God governs the life of the individual and controls the destiny of nations. Acts 17:25,26: CrHe givetb, to all
life, and breath, and all things; and
bath made of one blood all nations
of men for to dwell on the face of the
earth, and bath determined the times
before appointed, and the bounds of
their habitation.” And Psa. 33:13-15:
rcTi3e Lord looketb from beuven; He
beboldetb all the sons of men. From
the place of His babitution He looketb upon ull the inbubitunts of tbe
earth. He fasbionetb their hearts alike;
He consideretb all their works.”
-

God defends us against all danger
and guards and protects us from all
evil. At times danger threatens but
God turns it aside so that it does not
even touch us. Psa. 91:7-10: “A
thousand shall full at thy side, and
ten thousand at thy right band; but
it shall not come nigh thee. Only with
tbine eyes shalt thou behold and see
the reward of the wicked. Because
thou bast made the Lord, which is my
refuge, even the Most High Thy
bubitution; there sbull no evil befull
thee, .rzeitber shall any plague come
nigh thy dwelling.”
But God sometimes sends evil and
misfortune upon us. Amos 3: 6: “Shall
there be evil in tbe city, and the Lord
bath not done it ?” This, for the wicked, is a punishment, as was the Deluge, the destruction of Sodom and
Gomorrah, and of Jerusalem. But for
God’s children it is a blessing in disguise. He will so guard and protect
them that all things will work out for
their good. Take for example Joseph
who was sold into slavery by his own
brothers. He said to them (Gen. 50:
20) :“Yc thought evil uguinst m.e; but
God meant it unto (for) good, to
bring to puss, us it is this duy, to save
much people alive.” Rom. 8:28: rcWe
know that all things work togetb,er
for good to them that love God., to
them wbo are the culled according to
His purpose.” So we should always
trust in God’s guidance and believe
that all will be well with us. Psa.
37:5: “Commit thy way uto the Lord;
trust ulso in Him; und He shall bring
it to
109 -

piss.”

- J.E.S.

AND

LEAD US NOT INTO TEMPTATION

We have now heard enough what
toil and labor is required to retain all
that for which we pray, and to persevere therein, which, however, is not
and
infirmities
achieved without
stumbling. Besides, although we have
received forgiveness and a good conscience and are entirely acquitt,ed, yet
is our life of such a nature that one
stands today and tomorrow falls.
Therefore, even though we be godly
now and stand before God with a
good conscience, we must pray again
that He would not suffer us to relapse
and yield to trials and temptations.
Temptation, however, or (as our
Saxons in olden times used to call it)
Bekoerunge, is of three kinds, namely,
of the flesh, of the world, and of the
devil. For in the flesh we dwell and
carry the old Adam about our neck,
who exerts himself and incites us daily
to unchastity, laziness, gluttony and
drunkenness, avarice and deception, to
defraud our neighbor and to overcharge him, and, in short, to all manner of evil lusts which cleave to us
by nature, and to which we are incited by the society, example and what
we hear and see of other people, which
often wound and inflame even an innocent heart.
Next comes the world, which offends us in word and deed, and impels us to anger and impatience. In
short, there is nothing but hatred and
envy, enmity, vio,lence and wrong, unfaithfulnes’s, vengence, cursing, raillery, slander, pride and haughtiness,
with superfluous finery, honor, fame,
-

and power, where no one is willing to
‘be the least, but every one .desires to
sit at the head and to be seen before
all.
Then comes the devil, inciting and
provoking in all directions, but especially agitating matters that concern
the conscience and spiritual affairs,
namely, to induce us to despise and
disregard both the Word and works
of God, to tear us away from faith,
hope, and love, and bring us into
misbelief, false security, and obduracy,
or, on the other hand, to despair,
denial of God, blasphemy, and inthings.
numerable other shocking
These are indeed snares and nets, yea,
real fiery darts which are shot most
venomously into the heart, not by
flesh and blood, but by the devil.
Great and grievous, indeed, are
these dangers and temptations which
every Christian must bear, even though
each one were alone by himself, so
that every hour that we are in this
vile life where we are attacked on all
sides, chased and hunted down, we
are moved to cry out and to pray that
God would not suffer us to become
weary and faint and to relapse into
sin, shame, and unbelief. For otherwise it is impossible to overcome even
the least temptation.
This, then is leuding 14s not into
temptation, to wit, when He gives us
power and strength to, resist, the
temptation, however, not being taken
away or removed. For while we live
in the flesh and have the devil about
us, no one can escape temptation and
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allurements; and it cannot be otherwise than that we must endure trials,
yea, be engulfed in them; but we pray
for this, that we may not fall and be
drowned in them.
To feel temptation is therefore a
far different thing from consenting
or yielding to it. We must all feel
it, although not all in the same manner, but some in a greater degree and
more severely than others; as, the
young suffer especially from the flesh,
afterwards, they that attain to middle
life and old age, from the world, but
others who are occupied with spiritual
matters, that is, strong Christians,
from the devil. But such feeling, as
long as it is against our will and we
would rather be rid of it, can harm
no one. For if we did not feel it, it
could not be called a temptation. But
to consent thereto is when we give
it the reins and do not resist or pray
against it.

hold of the Lord’s Prayer, and thus
speak to God from the heart: Dear
Father, Thou hast bidden me pray;
let me not relapse because of temptations. Then you will see that they
must desist, and finally acknowledge
themselves conquered. Else if you
venture to help yourself by your own
thoughts and counsel, you will only
make the matter worse and give the
devil mo,re space. For he has a serpent’s head, which if it gain an opening into which he can slip, the whole
bsody will follow without check. But
prayer can prevent him and drive
him back.
(Luther’s Large Catechism)

The Christian minister must not only
be a pastor who instructs his flock how
they may be true Christians, but must
also battle off

the wolves lest they

Therefore we Christians must be
armed and daily expect to be incessantly attacked, in order that no
one may go on in security and heedlessly, as though the devil were far
from us, but at all times expect and
parry his blows. For though I am now
chas,te, patient, kind, and in firm
faith, the devil will this very hour
send such an arrow into my heart that
I can scarcely stand. For he is an
enemy that never desists nor becomes
tired, so that when one temptation
ceases, there always arise others and
fresh ones.

the sheep and seduce and
destroy them with false doctrine. The

Accordingly there is no help or com5.~ precept to run hither and to take

then stand by while another tears it

-

attack

devil is never at rest. But there are
today many people who believe that
the Gospel should be preached, but
that we must not raise our

voices

against the wolves and preach against
high churchmen. But even if I preach
correctly

and

shepherd

the

flock

with sound doctrine, I neglect a duty
if I do not warn the sheep against the
wolves. For what kind of builder would
I be if I were to pile up masonry and
down.-Luther.
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on misunderstanding. While this has
often been said by our opponents and
probably will be said again, it is
simply not true as concerns ourselves,
nor is it true regarding our opponents.
To say that it was all a mistake would
be a poor settlement, unworthy of so
important a matter. In the second
place, it will not serve to make any
con1promis.e for the sake of union. A
compromise is in itself untruthful because its purpose is to unite things

All joint ecclesiast:cal efforts for
(missionary, educareligious work
joint
tional, etc.) and particularly
worship and mixed (promiscuous)
prayer among those who confess the
truth and those who deny any part ojf
it, is sinful unionism. If we hold to
the doctrine of the clearness of Scripture, such co-mpromise of the truth
cannot be tolerated, nor can it b,e defended by the plea that religious differences, after all, rest upon misunderstanding. When the Lutheran
and Reformed theologians held a
conference at Wittenberg to find a
basis for union, Luther addre.ssed
Melanchthon as follows (1536) : “In
the first place, it will never do to admit that the whole controversy is based

which are mutually

opposed. More-

over, if a compromise is once accepted,
consciences become so unsettled that
they will

finally

all.“-Concordia

believe nothing

Cyclopedia, pp. 774,

775.
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