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OF PURPOSE

To set forth in simple and..plain language
the pure. doctrine of God’s ,Wor.c~ b taught by
the true Lutheran Church Turk f&ll accordance
with. the &ok of Concord of 1580, the Brief
StQt~metZt of 1932, and the Confession of
Fith
of 1950.
To show; cm the basis of Scripture; t&at
true Christians are to believe and hbw, out
of ,love for their Savior Jesus Christ, they are
to ‘lead. godly lives.
To furnish aids for Bible study and articles
for Scriptural devotion and meditation.
To demonstrate, by our Scriptural
stand,
that our Concordia Lutheran Conference is not
a sect or a false church body but that the
congregations
which form. our Conference
comprise the true risible church on earth, not
denying, however, that there May be others
unknown to us who truly share our Scriptural
position in doctrine and practice and who also
rightly belong to the true risible church of
Christ.
To urge all who truly share our Scriptural
position in doctrine and practice to acknowledge our position openly and publicly in order
that we may recognize the blessed existence
of such God-given unity and’ that he may
-then proceed to, .practice a Godqieasing church
fellowship
with them by supporting
each
other’s work with our prayers ahd personal
service as mutually acknowledged :brethren in
the faith.
To show that we do not haye timqng us a
mixture of divergent teachings but that we
are, by God’s grace, “perfectly ,joined together
in the same mind and in the same judgment.”
To set forth pertinent hist&cal
mformation which has a bearing upon ~the :Church
and ; to expose: ,modern philosophical thought
and ‘-the so-called scientific theories which
contradict the Word of God.’
To Iexpose particularly
the false teaching
an@ ‘:practice of the various so-called. “Lutheran” church bodies by comparmg -the& teaching and practice with what is plainly recorded
in the Word of God, in the Lutheran Confessions, and in the old orthodox Lutheran
writings.
and practice
To expose false teaching
wherever it makes its appearance and to keep
abreast of the current happenings
in the
church world and among the nations as signs
of the times.
To be truthful and factual in our reporting
and freely to correct any misinformation
of
which we are not aware and which has been
called to our attention. Also to clarify any
information
or statement of doctrine or practice which -may be unclear to our readers or
which may create a wrong impression.
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Once again we are approaching the
solemn season of Lent. On the 6th
of March, Ash Wednesday, Christians
everywhere will join in the firm resolve
uttered long ago by Thomas, “Let us
also go, that we may die with Him!”
John 11, 16. Believers throughout
Christendom will again accompany their Lord and Savior in spirit as He
journeys along the sad, but necessary Way of Sorrows. Many churches will
schedule special midweek Lenten services; others will devote their regular Sundxy
services to the study of Christ and His great work of love for a sinful world.
While the message of Lent is the same year after year, we who dearly love our
Savior are convinced that there is no story which so thoroughly affects human
hetirts and souls, which so ably strengthens our feeble faith and meager love
to God and man as the account of Christ’s glorious redemption. Accordingly,
none of us ought to be absent from these Lenten services, which are intended
to make us realize anew our guilt, draw us closer to Jesus, and fill us with a deep
sense of gratitude to God for sending His only-begotten Son to fulfill the
Law for us, to endure our punishment, to conquer our foes, and to open the
gates of heaven to all. Lent is a time
of opportunity. Faith in the crucified
Redeemer impels us onward in our
resolve to avoid sin, to align ourselves
with Christ, and by a God pleasing
example to lead others to live a life
of holiness and service to the Lord.
Will you take your place beside the
Lord on the road that leads to Calvary?
Will this Lententide be of particular
spiritual benefit to you? It will, if you
will believe in this Savior wh.o suffered
and died for you; if you resolve to
walk in His footsteps; and if you die
to sin. and remain alive unto God in
holiness, righteousness, and service.
Then only can you declare: In the
Cross of Christ I glory! May this
solemn season richly bless us all,
strengthen our faith in the victorious
Redeemer, and prompt us ever to say:
Take myself, and I will be Ever, only,
all for Thee.
-0.w.s.

r’Remember them which h&e’ the
rule over you, who haw spoken unto
you the Word of God; whose faith
follow, considering the end of the&
conversation.” Hebrews I3:‘7.
February 18 we commemorate the
death of h&r-tin Luther who died i.n
1546. Why should we devote this
article to a commemoration of the
death of Luther when he was only
a ‘man? Because our text exhorts us
not to forget those who have preached the Word of God unto us. Those
who have preached God’s Word unto
us in all of its truth and purity, should
be .held in the. ‘very highest esteem
and love within ‘our’ hearts. And, if
they were also very zealous in living
according to the Word which they
preached, then we are also to. follow
their pious example. No one since the
days of the Apostle Paul has given
us such an unsurpassing example ,as
has Dr. Martin Luther. He was an
example for us to follow .in his -de&l
and in his faith.
To behold how Luther died we must
go to his death bed. We find Luther
not in the city of Wittenberg, but
rather in Eisleben, the city of his birth.
In January of the year I'546 Luther
went to Eisleben on the’ invitation of
the two Counts of Mansfeld. to settle
a dispute. Luther who was 62 years
old and ill readily accepted the invitation. On the 23rd of January he left
Wittenberg after he preached his‘ last
sermon in that city. His three sons
and a s’ervant accompanied him. When
he arrived in Halle, Luther was then
joined by Dr. Jonas, hii friend. The

journey from Wittenberg to Eisleben
was 80 miles. After a very difficult
and dangerous trip Luther arrived in
Eisleben where he was given a joyous
welcome. Already the next day the
proceedings of the dispute between
the two Counts was to begin.
The following weeks proved very
trying. The tangled affairs of the
princes and the incessant wrangling of.
their lawyers t.axed Luther’s patience
exceedingly. In addition
’
to.. these
labors he was asked to preach four
times and participated. in ,the .distribittion of the Lord’s Supper and the
ordination _ofj two clergymen. Luther’s
friends noted that frequent references to death and of --the life everlasting crept -into his, conversation,.
and several times he was observed
standing, before his bedroom window
deeply lost .in- prayer.
On Feb. i7th the dispute between
the princes was. finally brought to a
happy
During
the day
_- .conclusion.
.
Luther’s sons and close friends noticed
his apparent fatigue and urged him to
rest. After the evening meal his sons
followed the& father to his rooms, for
they did not- wish him to be left alone.
‘L u‘th er complained of sharp pains in
his chest and was given some medici.ne. About nine o’clock he fell asleep
and slept quietly. for nearly an hour.
When he awoke, he seemed surprised
that the others had not retired, but
his friends were gravely concerned
about hiti
Approximately
at two
o’cfock Luther. suffered another attack, but it soon passed and he again
fell into a light sleep. The third at-

tack was much tiore severe, and the
physicians who were quickly summoned knew the end was near. In spite
of his. weakness Luther prayed and
recited passages from Scripture. H.e
prayed, “0 my heavenly Father, one
God and Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ, Thou God of all comfort, I
thank Thee, that Thou hast revealed
to me Thy dear Son, in Whom I be1ieve, Whom I have preached and
confessed; Whom I have loved and
prais,ed, and Whom the. p3pe and all
the godless persecute and blaspheme.
I beseech Thee, Lord Jesus Christ, let
tiy soul be commended unto Thee. 0
heavenly Father, although I must leave
this body and be taken out of this
life, I am confident that I shall be by
Thee forever and no one can pluck
me out’ of Thy hands.” Luther recited John 3: 16, “For God so loved
the world, etc.” Then he recited three
times, “Father into Thy hand I corn,mend my spirit; Thou has redeemed
me, Thou faithful God.” After that
he became quiet and lay there with
his eyes closed. Dr. Jonas, his professor friend, then asked him, “Reverend Father, will you die in the name
of Christ and the doctrine you have
preached.3” And Luther replied, ‘Yes”
so distinctly that. the whole group
h,eard it. Luther then fell asleep in
Jes,us.
The news that the Great R.eformer
had died soon spread far and wide.
A funeral sermon by Professor Jonas
was held in the Church in Eisleben
where Luther had preached his last
sermon. Luther’s corpse was then
taken back to Wittenberg where an-
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other funeral service was conducted
in the Castle Church. Melanchthon,
Luther’s friend, preached a very stirring sermon in which he compared
Luther to Mo$es. He also pointed out
the fact that Luther’s anger had never
b,een’ unloosed for personal gain or
satisfaction, but only wh,en he felt
the Gospel was being hindered or th.e
faith maligned. After the service the
body was lowered into the grave pre a
pared beneath, the floor of the church
directly in front of the pulpit.
Luther’s blessed death is a mighty
incentive for us to follow his faith in
the Word of God. His faith rested
so firmly in God’s Word that he did
not fight death, but rather he welcomed it as the transition from this
vale of tears into the joys of heaven.
He possessed the desire of the Apostl::
Paul, “I have a desire to depart and to
be with Christ which is far better.”
(Phil. 1:23) H ow many people are
afraid to die! They are so bound up
in the things of this world; their
hearts cling so stubbornly
to ths
material and corruptible things of this
earth, that they do not want to leave
it. Again, others have such guilty.
consciences because of th.eir sins. that
they fear death. Sincere Christians
buve nothing to fear. Jesus the Savior
has washed all of our sins away with
His holy and precious blood; He has
destroyed the power of the devil and
taken away the sting of death. All
this, that we Christians might die
cheerfully, knowing that a glorious
crown of righteousness awaits us in
the mansions above where we shall
see Jesus face to face.
-M.L.N.

WEALTH - HONOR and G,LORY - PLEASURE
THE PRKE FOR WHICH

MANY

“Wbut is a man profited if be shall
gain the whole world and lose his own
soul? Or what shall a man give in
exchange for his soul? Matt. 16: 26.
I know you are busy. I know you
have so many things to do. But in the
hurry and scurry of your life pause
a moment and think. What, after all
is said and done, is worth while? Men
chase and. run, work and slave, think
and plan- for what? For some the
goal for which they strive and long is
money and money’s worth, wealth.
When they cannot attain their goa!,
they are miserable and. disappointed;
and when they reach the coveted dollar, it often turns into a curse in their
very grasp. Peace and happiness, for
which their soul was longing, it cannot give them. Instead, the gold and
silver has so filled their poor heart
and soul that by its dead weight i.t
draws their soul into the abyss of despair. Death comes to them, and then
what can they buy?
Others have set their heart upo-r.
honor and power and glory among

SELL THEIR SOULS

men. They work and scheme and
secure the applause of their fellowmen, the admiration of the crowd.
And when they have reached the
pinnacle of their fame, then often
comes the fall and the heart-break;
for the favor of the multitude is more
fickle than April weather. And in any
case, when the end comes, what then?
A high-sounding panegyric, flowers
that wilt, and a monument of stone.
Would you give your soul for tbut?
Again, others seek the lust of the
flesh. Let us eat and drink and be
merry, is their slogan, and it expresses
the goal of their life. Wherever they
find lust and the satisfaction of their
flesh, whether in the bright lights of
high places or in the murky dusk of
the alley, they drink deeply and fill
their soul for an hour, a day, or a few
years, and then the disillusionment,
the despair, the end. Would you really
wish this to be your destiny? Seek
the destiny of your soul, of your life,
in your God, who ubidetb forever.
-H.
D. Mensing
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MISSOURI, WISCONSIN, SLOVAK AND NORWEGIAN SYNODS
DISCUSS DIFFERENCES
(The following article is quoted
from the Milwaukee Journal of Thursday, January 24, 1957.)
Chicago, Ill. - Lutheran synodical
conference representatives met here
Wednesday to discuss ,.doctrinal differences in an atmosphere described by
one of the group as “hopeful and optimistic.
The two day cotiference brought
together the joint union committees
of the Missouri,, Wisconsin, Slovak
and Norwegian synods. Their aim is
to draft a new doctrinal statement that
would remove differences over Boy
‘Soouts, ‘military chaplains and other
matters.
- Tw,enty-five seminary professors and
laymen attended.
The hopeful 1outlook- .was expressed
by the Rev. Dr. Walter A. Baepler,
president of the Concordia Theological
Seminary, Springfield, Ill. Dr. Baepler,
heading the Missouri synod-.delegation
at the meeting, said that the commit-

tees “envisage meetings that will fast
for years.”
The delegations caucused in synodical groups Wednesday to discuss the
synods’ various viewpoints and resolutions. They went into plenary session
Thursday morning to set up an
agenda of the differences and to appoint subcommittees to treat each area
of disagreement.
The meeting was called to order by
the Rev. Dr. John S. Bradac, Whiting,
Ind., president of the synodical conference, who was presiding.
Heads of the other synod delegations included Prof. Carl Lawrenz of
Lutheran Theological Seminary, Thiensville, Wis., fo.r the Wisconsin
synod; the Rev. Dr. Paul Rafaj, Oli-phant, Pa., president of the Slovak
synod, and the Rev. Dr. Norman
Madson, dean of Bethany Lutheran
college and seminary, Mankato, Minn.,
for the Norwegian synod.

and revenues by which it may be supported and administer its office. In
the Gospel we find an entirely differem, a spiritual government, one that
exists alone in the Word, by which
sinners are convicted and the Gospel
proclaimed to the terrified and alarmed
consciences. It does not concern God
much how the civil government uses
its power; for He is concerned only
about the soul, and with this. the
secular power has nothing to do.”
(Martin Luther)

“We must understand that we have
two kinds-of authority; the secular that
punishes with the sword; and the
spiritual that -exercises -its office with
the Word and by means of preaching.
The s.ecular power is ordained of God.
Since there .are few who heed the
Gospel, it is necessary to have a civil
government, which we would not need
if all were. Christians. God has designed it, in order that the godly
may live in peace. On this account
we. must pay to the government taxes
-
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IS THIS COOPERATION
MEREtY IN EXTERNALS?
Many of the “Lutheran” churches
in Oregon will participate in an AllOregon Lutheran Evangelism Mission
to be held Feb. 24 to .Feb. 28. On .each
of the five evenings services will be
held and guest pastors will speak.
According to the Coos Bay Times
“over 70 National Lutheran Council
and Missouri Synod churches. in Oregon are cooperating in the program.
Similar evangelism missions have been
held in Lutheran churches in many
foreign countries as well as throughout
the United States in an intensive program designed to extend a positive invitation to all to share the blessings
of active church affiliation
and attendance.” Time and again the Mis-

souri Synod has declared that her
cooperation. with the Lutheran bodies
of the National Lutheran Council is
“merely in externals.” Surely the
above program does not fall into such
a category. In the knowledge of such
brazen and flagrant unionism it seems
as though some laymen and pastors
in the Missouri Synod would at long
last see the handwriting on the wall
and come to the realization that Missouri has indeed forsaken the “old
paths”. of God’s Word and Luther’s
doctrine pure! And what. about the
Norwegian
and Wisconsin Synods
who continue to hang on to the filthy
skirts of Missouri ? “Come out *from
am&g them, and be ye separate, saith
the Lord, and touch not the unclean
thing,” II Cor. 6: 17.
-B

“THE WHOLE WORLD LIETH IN WICKEDNESS”
I John 5:19
“A noted Harvard expert on human
behavior says Americans are becoming
‘victims of a sex mania as malignant
as cancer and as socially menacing as
.
communism. Y
“Prof. Pitirim Sorokin, in a book
titled ‘The American Sex Revolution,’
says Americans are drifting toward
sex anarchy in the same manner that
marked the downfall of earlier societies, including Rome and Greece.
” ‘We are completely surrounded
by the rising tide of sex which is
flooding every compartment of our
culture, every section of our social
life,’ Professor Sorokin writes.
“Sorokin, head of the Harvard research center in creative altruism, cites
as reflecting the nation’s ‘sex obses-

sion’ the evermounting divorce rate,
the upsurge in sex crimes, ‘the emphasis .of sex in radio and TV programs,
stage plays and movies, popular songs,
pictures, reading matter and advertising.’
“’ ‘We live,’ Sorokin says, ‘in a
video environment’ satuarted with exhibitionist or’ teasingly semidraped nudity. Sex appeal has become a “must’
in commercial advertising . . . Our
civilization has become so preoccupied
with sex that it now oozes from all
pores of American life.’
according
plays a major role in
political life. One
results, he says, is
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YkX,

to Sorokin, also
modern American
of the alarming
that ‘sex bribery

and sex blackmail . . . are now as
prevalent as monetary corruption.’
“Sorokin charges. ‘sexually infamous
persons or their proteges’ are appointed to ambassadorships or other
high offices and ‘profligates’ sometimes become ‘the popular mayors of
metropolises; or members of the cabinet or leaders of a political party.’
” ‘Among our public officials,’ Sorokin says, ‘there is a vast legion. of
profligates,
both heterosexual and
homosexual.’
%I his book, due on the book
shelves next Monday, Sorokin charges
that cocktail parties play ‘an important
role in the stimulation of sex drives
and in the provoking of many premarital and extramarital liaisons.’
“The sociologist says his research
has uncovered ‘wholesale evidence of
sex addiction somewhat similar to drug
addiction.’
“Sexual promiscuity, he says, is reflected by the alarmingly rapid increase
in the number of illegitimate children
born in the United States each year.

Whatever you think both in joy and
in woe,
Thint$ nothing you would not like
Jesus to know;
Whatever you say in u whisper or
clear,
Say nothing you would not like Jesus
to bear.
Whatever you read, though the page
may allure,
Read nothing unless you are perfect19
sure
Consternation would not be seen in
your took
If God would say sblemnly, “Show
Me that book!?’
Whatever you write with baste or wit/7
heed,
Write nothing you would not like
Jesus to read;
Whatever you sing in the midst of your
glees,
Sing notbitig that God’s lisbening ear
could displease;
Wherever you go, never go where
you’d fear
God’s question being asked you
What dost thou here?

” ‘Our morals,’ Sorokin says, ‘have
changed so notably that continency,
chastity and faithfulness are increasingly viewed as oddities, as the ossified survival of a prehistorical age.’

“Whosoever will save his life shall
lose it; but whosoever shall. lose his
life for My sake and the Gospel’s, the
same shall save it.” Mark 8:35

“This sex revolution is as important
as the most dramatic political or economical upheaval. It is changing the
lives of men and women more radically
than any other revolution of our
time.” (The Oregonian, January 6,
1957)

“Whosoever
therefore
shall be
.
ashamed of Me and of My words sn
this adulterous and sinful generation;
of him also shall the Son of man be
ashamed, when He cometh in the
glory of His Father with the holyangels.” Mark 8: 38.

-
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LESSON 13
THE NINTH
AND TENTH
COMMANDMENTS

Which is the Ninth Commandment?
“Thou shalt not covet thy neighbor’s
b ouse.”
Which is ,the Tenth Commandment?
“Thou shalt not covet thy neighbbr’s
wife, nor his man-servant, nor his
maid-servant, nor his cattle, nor anything that is thy neighbor’s,”
The word “covet” is used in Scripture in two senses. Twice it is used in
the sense of having a worthy and
eager desire for, as in I Cor. ‘12:31:
rCCovet earnestly the best gifts.” (The
apostle is here speaking of spiritual
gifts.) But when the apostle list the
commandments of the second table
and says (Rom. 13:9) “Thou shalt not
covet,” he is using the word in the
sense of yielding to any eager desire
to acquire and possess that which is
forbidden or that which belongs to
another. “Lust” and “concupiscence,’
are words used in Scripture to express the same thought. A covetous
man is one who will break God’s Law
to gratify his own heart’s desire. Psa.
10: 3: ‘?Tbe wicked bousteth of his
heart’s desire atid bleIs$etb the co’vetous
whom God ubborretb-.”
Thou shalt not covet thy neighbor’s
house. Thou shalt not covet thy neighbor’s wife, servants, or cattle, nor
anything that is his In these two commandments, God turns the searching
light of His holy Law, into our hearts
to teach us that there is the source of
our sin. Mark 7: 21-23 : ‘?Frorn within,
out of the heart of men, proceed evil
-
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thoughts, adulteries, fornications, murders, thefts,
covetousnesses, wickednesscs, deceit, lasciviousness, an evil eye,
blasphemy, pride, fo&lisbness; all these
e&l tbings come from within dnd defile
the man.” -Jas. 1: 14:. “Every mun is
tempted wben be is drawn away by
his own lust (coveting), and enticed,,
(caught by a .bait) .
Covetousness is a greedy desire to
have tiore. The Apostle Paul teaches
us that covetousness, is idolatry (fine
idolatry). It is entirely hidden from
human eyes in the hearts of men.
Eph. 55: “Nolcove~ous mm, who is
an idolater, hatb .any inheritance in
the .Ki~g.dom of Christ and of God.,’
But. even though. the covetousness itself cannot be seen, Scripture gives
numerous illustrations of its effect
upon the lives of men. Ahab coveted
the vineyard of Naboth, and by a
show of right, Jezebel, his wicked
wife, obtained it’for him (I Kings 21).
But she used deceit and murder and
theft to. do it. Micah prophesied
against those who oppress a man and
his heritage: -Micah 2: 1,2: ..?‘Woe to
them.-They
covet fields and t&e
them by violence; and house and take
them -away.‘, And ‘the Lord Jesti pronounced woe upon the scribes and
Pharisees who (Matt. 23: 14) Vevour
widow’s houses und fix d pretense
make long prayers.” WE SHOULD
FEAR AND LOVE GOD TI-IAT
WE MAY .NOT CRAFTILY
SEEK
TO GET OUR .NEIGHBOR’S
INHERITENCE
OR HOUSE,
NOR
OBTAIN
IT BY A SHOW
OF
RIGHT.
David coveted the wife of Uriah,

the Hittite (II Sam. 11) and it led
h’rm into the sin of adultery and hurd er. When Saul was sent to destroy
the Amalekites and all their possessions, he coveted the best of their cattle and flocks. But in saving these
he rejected the Word of the Lord.
Consequently the Lord rejected him
from being king (I Sam. 15 : 23) . And
seeing that he never truly repented
of that sin, he eventually died by
suicide (I Sam. 31~4) and lost the
salvation of his soul. WE SHOULD
FEAR AND LOVE GOD THAT
WE
MAY
NOT
ESTRANGE,
FORCE
OR ENTICE
AWAY
FROM OUR NEIGHBOR,
HIS

WIFE, SERVANTS

OR CATTLE.

Whenever we see our neighbor’s
wife or servants seeking to leave him
and come to us, VUE SHOULD
URGE THEM TO STAY WITH
HIM AND DO THEIR
DUTY.
Thus Joseph did with the wife of Potiphar, his master (Gen. 3: 97-l 3) . And
thus the Apostle Paul did with Onesimus, the servant of Philemon (Philem.
10-19).
Our neighbor’s property, too, should
be sacred to us. Love to him for
Christ’s sake should prompt us to
HELP AND BE OF SERVICE TO
HIM
IN
KEEPING
IT.
Thus
Abram rescued the goods as well as
the servants which Chedorlaomer carried awa.y fro,m the king of Sodom and
restored them to him without reward
(G en. 14: 16-24). We too are admonished to do likewise. Gal. 5: 13:
“Bj love serve onl,o another.” And
Phil. Z:4: CrL~~k not every man upon
his own things, but every man also on
-
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the things of others.”
When a person knowingly covets a
definite object, as Eve the forbidden
fruit, Ahab the vinyard of Naboth,
or Absolom his father’s throne, he
does something in his heart, he actually commits a sin, so that it is properly
called active lust (coveting) or actual
sin. But the fact that he does so covet
shows that he is covetous. This covetousness is a moral state and condition
of human nature which we have all
inherited from our first parents, Adam
and Eve and is called inherited lust
or original sin. We covet because we
are covetous. And this covetousness
is sin because God demands of us to
be perfectly pure and holy in our
hearts and to have only holy desires.
Lev. 19~2: rrYe shall be holy,. for I, the
Lord your God dm holy.” Matt. 5:48:
rrBe ye therefore perfect even us your
Father which is in heaven is perfect.”
And Psa. 27~4: “Delight tbyself in the
Lord and He shall give thee the desire
of tbine heart.”
How very, very sinful we are! our
hearts are full of evil tholughts and
c0veting.s against God. We are, indeed, lost and condemned creatures.
But (Rom. 5: 8) “God commendetb
His love toward us, in that, while we
were yet sinners, Cbrist died for us.”
Ram. 5: l&19: ‘Therefore as by the
offence of one judgment came upon
all men to condemnation; even so by
the righteousness of One the free gift
came upon all men unto justification
of life. For as by one man’s disobedience many were made sinners, so by
the obedience of One shall many be
made righteous.”
-J.E.S.

Anyone with open eyes can readily see the great misery which the false
1
1
1
1 .I
1
fiprophets have brought wlth them. Since, according to the false prophets, their
reason is to decide what in the Bible is divine and what is human, what is true
and-what is false, whatever is objectionable and not quickly understood by them
is rejected. One important teaching after another of the Holy Scriptures is
cast away, for example, the doctrine of original sin, the doctrine of the divinity
of Christ, the doctrine of redemption through Christ, the doctrine of the
justification of the sinner alone by grace through faith in Christ, the doctrine
of the resurrection of the body, etc. The hair on a Christian.‘s head stands
on end, when he reads what is preached in some of the churches instead of the
salutary teachings set forth in the Holy Scriptures. Here is merely a taste
of many themes: “Beefsteak and Liver,” “Using Your Head for a Hatrack,”
“Is the Devil Dead, an-d H.as Hell Burned Out?“. “The Dance of the Dead;
and Now.”
No doubt,
After the Ball Is Over, ” “Back from the Dead-Here
many of our readers have seen similar nonsensical sermon themes in the’ newspapers and on various church bulletin boards.
In many churches the pastors, instead of preaching, the‘law and the Gospel,
preach the dullest morality with a few Christian phrases ‘added to give it the
Listening to such talk gives one the impresappearance of true Christianity.
sion that Christianity does not consist in faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, but
rather in “social service.” According to such moral lectures the sole purpose
of the Church is to strive to improve the conditions in the world. In view
of this, is it any wonder that more and more people are falling away from
Christianity?
Is it any wonder that the churches .are not filled, and, especially
that men no longer want to attend church when the Bible is regarded as a bumdn
book and what the minister says can be read in the newspapers, magazines and
books? Is it any wonder, that materialism, worldly behavior and conduct, makes
such tremendous inroads into the .congregations that the wall between the
world and the Church is being torn- down?
Yes, such are‘the conditions existing in our day. “Money is more plentiful
than it was forty or fifty years ago, even many of our Christians have becoime
wealthy; they have entered the busineis world and have been financially successful; their circle of acquaintances takes in a much larger number of the people
gf the world and of a doubtful religious character; their social circle is not as
limited as it was; they also. more frequently intermarry; worldly amusements
have much increased and have been made conveniently accessible to the masses;
salacious literature is openly displayed; the relation between the sexes is much
less restricted; the moral standard has been much lowered, not only among the
people of this world but also among many calling themselves Christians; what
formerly horrified is now coadoned or even defend.ed; marriage is considered
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less sacred; youth seeks to throw off the shackels of parental and other authority; lawbreaking has become less of an off&se; many of the higher schools are
teaching things subversive to the Christian religion; the magazines (even the
better ones) carry articles that break down Christian morality; many churches
have yielded to modernistic teachings; even conservative churches are not. much
inclined to fesort to disciplinary proceedings against their members; and to ,this
we must add the present unsettled conditions in the world.” (The Preacher’s
Manual, p. 3 10) .
Let us, dear reader, earnestly tak,e to heart the word~s which Dr. C. F. W.
Walther spoke to his con,gregation, “Instead of digging after the gold ih the
Scriptures and in other good writings, do not most of our members hurry and
scurry after earthly riches, after big business, and after friendship, honor, and
recognition on the part of the world or seek to live a good, easy-going, care-free,
and enjo.yable life ? We still take, and pay for, our church papers, for we
believe thus to be supporting a good cause; but who reads them? Who. studies
them? Who derives pleasure from reading them? With most of us the very
opposite is true. Our church-papers are considered to be dry; people have not
time to read them; but the daily papers bringing all manner of ungodly new-s
must be conscientiously read; they serve as daily food for our immortal soul;
The affairs of the nations interest most of us-to this we do not object--but
interest in the affairs of th.e kingdom of God with most of us even. now is
dying.” (Casual Sermons, p. 177)
The acceptance of the lodge by most of the so,-called Christian churches
of our day is another glaring evil of these last days. We know that the religion
of the lodge is, not the religion of the Church of our dear. Lord Jesus Christ.
The worship of the lodge is idolatry; its prayers are Christless; it teaches a
way of salvation that can only lead to hell; it fsosters a brotherhood forbidden
by the Word of God. A Christian cannot be a member of a- lodge; if he does
so, he actually denies Christ as the Savior. God’s Word plainly says, “Be ye
not unequally yoked together with unbelievers; for what fellowship hath righteousness,with unrighteousness? and what communion hath light with darkness?
And what concord hath Christ. with Belial? or what part hath he- that believeth
with an infidel?
And what .agreement hath the temple of God with idols?
for ye are the templg: of, the living God; as God hath said, I will dw-ell in them,
and walk in them;. and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch
not the unclean thing; and I will receive you, a.nd will be a Father unro you,
and ye shall be my sons and daughters, saith. the Lord Almighty.”
(2 Car,
6: 14-18)
In- spite of this and s.imilar Scriptural injunctions to avoid such idolatrous
fellowships, not only the vast majority of the so-called Protestant denominations,
but even many of the so-called Lutheran groups, tolerate and even invite the
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lodge into the church. Listen to this! “The United Lutheran Church in America, the oldest and largest Lutheran general body in this country, makes no
discrimination against members of fraternal orders . . . Holy Trinity Evangelical ‘English Lutheran Church of Flint, 1611 Detroit Street, comer of Welch
Boulevard, the Rev. L. F. Gunderman, pastor, is the only congregation of the
United Lutheran Church of Flint and Genesee County. This congregation
invites Masons and their families to worship with it and to join its membership.”
(Masonic News, Nov. 1944)
Not only the liberal United Lutheran Church (200 pastors of this group
were Masons already way back in 1920)) A mcrican Lutheran Church, Evangelical Lutheran Church, Augustana Lutheran Church, but even the orzce stuunch
Missouri Synod unofficially tolerates the members of the lodges as mem,bers
of the congregation. It is a well-known fact in Missouri circles, for example,
that members of the lodge are being openly tolerated by at lenst one Missouri
pastor in Cleveland, Ohio. Who -knows how often this is being repeated in
many of the Missouri Synod’s congregations throughout the United States!
The unofficial practice of these so-called Lutheran denominations simply does
not coincide with their off i&t position concerning the lodge. Can you picture
any Lutheran Christian taking such blasphemous oaths as, “Binding myself
under no less a penalty than that of having my body severed in twain, my
bowels taken from thence and burned to ashes, the ash.es scattered to the four
winds of heaven, so, that no more trace or remembrance may be had of so vile
and perjured a wretch as, I, should I ever knowingly or willing violate this
my solemn obligation as a &ster
Mason. So help me God, and keep me
steadfast in the due performance of the same.” (The penalty which is assumed
by a Master Mason, Third Degree) May God have mercy upon us and grant
us His help in these last evil days!
-M.L.N.

It is often the sad duty of -the
Church to use the Key that closes the
Kingdom of Heaven, to bind men in
sin, to retain the sins of the impenitent, to exercise Church discipline or
excommunication. This is a most serious duty and it must be carried out
strictly in the manner prescribed by
God.
The Lord Jesus Himself has taught
us the procedure in Matt. 18: 15-17.
Here we find the so-called stages of
admonition. The person who is being
-

admonished must be a “brother”-fellow-believer, not a person of a different faith or one who has resigned
from a true Christian congregation and
has thus excommunicated himself. He
must be one who has “trespassed
against thee,” that is, he must have
committed an ,offense not necessarily
against your person, but any open sin
against the Word of God which is
known to you and in which that per:
son persists.
If such is the case, then, by Christ’s
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command, three. steps must be taken:
First, you must “go and tel2 him his
#ault between thee and him alone.”
Tell him .that he has sinned; show
him the nature of his sin in the light
of God’s Word; let him know that
you are sincerely interested in his
spiritual welfare; that if he continues
in his sin he is lost. Plead with him
in a friendly, brotherly manner; let
him know that you have come to
“gain” him, to. win him back for the
he
Truth. “If be sbdll bear thee”-4
listens to what you say, accepts your
admonition, and is convinced of his
e
then “thou bust gained thy
Zber”
and the case is settled Cr6etween thee atid him alone.” You are
then to make use of the Office of the
Keys by forgiving him and renewing
your fellowship with him.
But “if be will ndt bear thee,” then,
the second step must be taken: “Take
with thee one or Wo m&e that in the
mouth of two or three witnesses ejery
word may be estubhshed.” This step
also is for the purpose of gaining the
brother, that two or three warn him
of the wrath of God and that, if he
persists in his sin, they can no longer
look upon him as a brother, as a child
of God, but as a victim of Satan.
Such a heartfelt admonition should
lead him to repentance. This effort
should be repeated as long as there
is hope. of gaining the brother. And
if the brother is gained, the witnesses
should seal their lips and praise God.
But if he will not hear them, then,
love for your brother’s soul constrains
you to go still further, to use the last
available means to save the brother’s
soul from eternal damnation. The
-
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third step is to bring the matter before
the congregation: “Tell it unto the
Church.” Here again every possible
effort is made to gain the brother.
Then, if even the brotherly admonition of the entire congregation fails,
Jesus says: “Let bim be u;tito thee us
an heathen man and u publican.” In
other words, he is to be excluded or
expelled from the Christian congregation and such judgment by the
congregation is to be publicly ‘announced by the pastor and it is valid
before God in’ heaven. Such excommunication is not to drive a sinner to
despair but should show the person
the greatness of his- sin -and. bring
him again to repentance.
Thus we see how the Office of the
Keys is applied by the Church to individual persons in accordance with
Christ’s instructions: “Whosoever sins
ye r,emit, they are remitted unto them;
and ’ whosesoever sins ye retain, they
are retained.” What, then, do we believe according to these words? We
answer in the words of the Catechism:
“I believe that when the called ministers of Christ deal with us by His
divine command, especially when they
exclude manifest and impenitent sinners from the Christian congregation
and, again, when they absolve those
who repent of their sins and are willing to amend, this is as valid and
certain, in heaven also, as if Christ,
our dear Lord, dealt with us Himself.”
May we, therefore, thank God for the
wonderful
treasure which He has
given to us and to all true believers:
The
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Heaven.
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JESUS ONLY, A Series of Sunday
Sermons for the Lenten and PostEaster Seasons, by Dr. P. E. Kretzman+ Northwestern
Publ. House,
Milwaukee, Wis. @ $2.50.
This little book is a small nicelybound volume about the size of our
Catechism. Its type is clear and legible
and iS printed on firm, heavy quality
paper.
These sermons evince the careful
scholarship of the author together
with his abundant knowledge of Scripture, of the writings of Luther, and
of the times in which we live. The
person and work of Christ are beautifully treated and the doctrines of redemption and objective and subjective
justification are set forth in a masterly fashion not to mention the doctrines of inspiration,
baptism, and
sanctification in the wide and in the
narrow sense. The author, being an
accomplished poet and hymn tran&
later, concludes most of his sermons
with a fitting poem which succeeds in
summarizing the chief thoughts presented. These sermons are indeed
Scriptural, devotional and edifying.
In each sermon the author succeeds
well in pointing the reader to Jesus

Only.
Once in a while the author does

launch out against those who reject
the Savior-mainly
against the Romanists and modernists-and
his refutation of their teachings on the basis
of Scripture is clear and to the point
but what this reviewer especially missed
in this respect was a reference to the
denying and forsaking of Christ ‘by
the unionists of our day, by those who
delight in compromising Truth with
error, and by those who are afraid
for one- reason or another to stand
up boldly for Christ and His pure
Word.
A point of considerable minor
moment is that Dr. Kretzmann seldom follows the strict rules of homiletics in his sermoti presentation and
in one instance this reviewer was given
the impression that he used his text
(Matt. 17:8) pretty much as a pretext.
The book itself seems to have been
rather poorly proof-read because of
the many typographical errors such
as occur on page 9, 3rd line from, the
bottom; page 12, line -1; page 21, 4th
line ,from the bottom; page 47, 9th
line from the top; page 64, last line
before the poem; and on page 70 the
word ?o” is used instead of “unto”
in 2 Car. 5: 1'9.
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