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standing is infinite. The Lord lifteth
up the meek; He casteth the wicked
down to the ground. Sing unto the
Lord with thanksgiving; sing praise
upon the harp unto our God: Who
covereth the heaven with clouds, who
prepareth rain for the earth, who
maketh grace to grow upon the mountains. He giveth to the beast his food,
and to the young ravens which cry.
He delighteth not in the strength of
the horse: He taketh not pleasure in
the legs of a man. The Lord taketh
pl.easure in them that fear Him, in
th.ose that hope in His mercy. Praise
the Lord, 0 Jerusalem; praise thy
God, 0 Zion. For He hath strengthened the bars of thy gates; He hath
blessed thy children within thee. He
maketh peace in thy borders, and filleth thee with the finest of the wheat.
He sendeth forth His commandmentupon earth: His Word runneth very
swift1.y. He giveth snow like wool: He
scattereth the hoarfros>t like ashes. He
casteth forth His ice like morsels: who
can stand before His cold? He sendeth out His Word, and melteth them:
He causeth His wind to blow, and
the waters flow. He sheweth His
Word unto Jacob, His Statutes and
His Judgments unto Israel. He hath
not dealt so with any nation: and as
for His judgments, they have no;:
known them. Praise ye the Lord. Psalm 147.
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God Will Not Fail Those
Who Hear and Keep His Word
“Blessed are they that hear the
Word of God and keep it.” Luke

11:28.
God has made safe your eternal
destiny; He has clinched it with His
W’ord and promise; He will, with Fiis
power, keep you unto salvation. And
He has given you the very means to
accomplish this blessed end. You have
the means right at hand, His Word,
which is a “power of God unto salvation.” That is not like a tnanjs wcrd
and promise, vague and unreliable,
to be backed up only by feebie man.
God’s Word has God’s power. It is the
tool which the Holy Ghost wields for
our salvation. By that Word the Hal!
Ghost enlightens us and keeps us in
the one true faith. Therefore the unconditional promise: ‘<Blessed are they
that-hear the Word of God and keep
it.” ‘Hear the Word, keep it, cling
to it. It is the life-line that your God
is throwing you. It cannot fail you?
for it is God’s life-lin.e, God’s Word,
God’s power. Yes, “faith cometh by
hearing and hearing by the Word of
God,” Rom. 10: 17.
But why is it that some fail in their
faith and fall away from Christ? Is it
that God fails them, after all? 0 no,
God does not fail them; MS word
and promise do not fail them. “Blessed
are they that hear the Word of God
and keep it” is true and cannot fail.
But here is the troub,le. Some refuse

to use the means by which God wouk~
keep them in fdith unto salvntiix.
When they get in trouble, when they
face temptation, when they face their

Tuesday
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sin and guilt, when sickness and
trouble, and the many trials of life
assail them, when doubts begin to
weaken their faith, they begin to turn
away from the Word of God more
and more; they hear it and read it
less and less, until in. their extremity,
when they need the Word the most,
they are without it and finally despise
it. On the high seas I once saw a
drunken stoker jump overboard. Every-

thing was done to save him. A lifeboat was quickly launched. The men
threw him a life-buoy, but he refused
to use the buoy, he refused to be saved.
When your destiny is at stake remember that

your

God gives you His

Word and promise: “Blessed are they
that hear the Word of God and keep
it.” He will not fuil you.
-H.
D. Mensing

THANKFULNESS
I

Thankfulness.
A. Who should give thanks?
B. To whom should we give thanks?

II

For what should we give thanks?
A. For the countless temporal blessings. List some!
1.
4.

2.
3.

5,
6.

B. Especially for the spiritual blessings.
1. The Savior’s birth, suffering, death, resurrection and ascension.
2. Our redemption, our faith, and preservation in faith.
3. The means of grace; the Gospel, Holy Baptism and the Lord’s
Supper.
III

Why should we give thanks to God?
Ai God has commanded it. Ps. 50114;. 90:2; 100:4; 106:,1; Col. 3:17;
1:12; I Thess. 5: 18; Eph. 5:20; Phil. 4:6.
B. It is well-pleasing to God. Luke 17: 17-19.
C. Our utter unworthiness. Gen. 32: 10.

IV

How should we thank God?
A. With our hearts. Ps. 9: 1.
B. With our mouths. Ps. 63:3-5.
1. In our prayers. Philippians 4: 6.
2. In our confession before the world. Hymn 30, v .5.
C. In our deeds.
1. Bring our thanks offerings to Him. Ps. loo:+.
2. Help one another. Matt. 25:35-40; Rom. 12: 13.

V

Examples of thankfulness.
A. Christ, John 11:41; Matt.
B. Moses, Exodus 15: 1.

-
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C. David, Psalmsof thanksgiving: 65, 67, 100, 103, 104, 144, 150.
D. Jehoshaphat, 2 Chron. 20:27,28.
VI

Unthankfulness.
A. How many people are unthankful? Prov. 27:20,
1. The children of Israel. Exodus 14:11,12; 16:2,3; 17:2,3; Num. 21:5.
2. The nine lepers. Luke 17: 17.
B. The most terrible unthankfulness is unthankfulness for the Full Truth
of God’s Word. When do we show such unthankfulness?

VII

Thankfulness to one another.
A. We should also show our thankfulness to our earthly benefactors.
1. Children to their parents. I Tim; 5:4; Prov. 23:22.
2. Hearers.to their teachers and pastors. I Tim. 5:17; I Thess. 5:12,13.
B. Examples.
1. Joshua. Josh. 6:16,17.
2. Elisha. 2 Kings 4:13-17.
M.L.N.

To this day, the Roman Church boasts of‘ being the sole possessor of the
power of the keys. The Roman Church maintains that the Pontiff, or the
Pope, who,m they call the “Holy .Father,” is. the visible head of the Church
and from him, as Christ’s vicar ,011earth, flows all power in the Church. What
the Pope says in his official capacity .is regarded on the same level with the
Word of God-even though his words may plainly contradict, .add to, or take
away from the Scriptures. The Church of Rome declares that Christ said
to Peter, “I wi‘11give unto &e the keys of the Kingdom of heaven”, and that
throu.gh these words Peter was made the head of the Church and that the Pope
is his successor. Therefore, the Pope possesses.the Keys to heaven exclusively
and thus the Roman Church can be the only saving Church and that: with but
few exceptions, all non-members of the Roman Church are eternally lost. This
is, of course, the claim of the very Antichrist; it is the teaching of men, a
teaching which men have manufactured in their own corrupt minds. It is not
what God teaches us so plainly in His Word.
Jesus says to Peter: “And 1 will give unto thee the keys of the Kingdom
of heaven.” Matt. 16: 19. It is. upon these words that the Pope’s Church makes’
the false and futile claim that the Pope himself, as the successor of St. Peter
(whom they claim to have been the first Pope) is the only possessor of the
Office of the Keys. In this connection we must bear in mind that the Pope
has never been kno.wn to care for a passage of Scripture unless ,that passage
can be made to serve his own evil purpose and to give the highest -glory to the
Pope himself. This very text before us, like a thunderbolt from heaven, de..
molishes all of the boasting and prating of the Papacy, for let us look at the

-
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setting in which we find these words and also at its parallel passages and they
will determine for us what the Scriptures say.
In Matthew 16: 13, we read: “When Jesus came into the coasts df Caesa72a

Philippi, He asked His disciples, saying, Whom do men say that I the Son oj
man am?” Notice that this question is directed to .ALL of His’ disciples. Verse
14 continues: ‘?And they said, Some say thut Thou art John the Baptist: some.,
Elias; and others, Jeremias, or one of the prophets.” There were various opinaround as to whom Jesus was. Again we read, (verse 15) :
“tie saitb unto them, But whom say ye that I am?” Here Jesus again addresses
ALL of His disciples. Peter, then, answered in the name of those whom the
Lord had addressed, in behalf of all the disciples, saying, “Thou art the Chris:
the Son of the living God.” In this manner Peter expressed his own personal
faith and also the faith of the other disciples. This fact is clear from verse 20,
where we read: “Then charged He His disciples that they should tell no man
that He was Jesus the Christ.” This charge was given to all the disciples and
not just to Peter alone. It is quite evident, therefore, that those words which
Christ addressed directly to Peter, the spokesman, apply also to the other
disciples and to every individual believer who can truly say of Jesus with Peter:
“Thou art tbe Christ, the Son of the living God.” We read in veses 17-19 that
ions floating

“Jesus answered and said unto him, Blessed art thou, Simon Barjona,; for flesh
and blood bath Got revealed it unto tbe, but My Father which is in heaven.
And I say -alsounto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build
my church and tbe gates of bell shall not prevail against it, And I will give
unto thee the keys of the kingdom of zbeaven;and whatsoever thou shalt bind
on earth shall be bound in heaven; and whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth
shall be loos’ed in heaven? Here Jesus tells Peter that he is indeed blessed
because of his faith which God h as g’iven him; that he is a Rock Man (Peter)
because his faith is founded upon the rock of his true confession upon which
rock Christ will build His Church; and on account of his faith Jesus’ will give
unto him the Keys of the, Kingdom of Heaven. From the passage itself it is
therefore clear that Peter possessesthe Office of the Keys simply because he is
a true believer in Christ. All true believers are ,bless,edbecause of their. faith
which God has given to them; they ‘are all founded and built upon the Rock
of their true confession of the Savior; they are all Christ’s disciples; they all
belong to the Church; they all possess the Keys of the Kingdom of Heaven.
The O;ffice of the Keys belongs to all true believers!
In Matthew 18: 18 we have a parallel passage. Jesus, having spoken oi
the various steps of Church Discipline and of Excommunication by the Church,
uses words which are identical to those spoken to Peter in Matthew 16: 19, only
here the Lord Jesus is speaking to ALL of His disciples, for He says:

“VeriZyn I say unto you, Whatsoever YE shall bind on earth shall be bound
in heaven; and whatsoever YE shall loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.?’
-
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Not Peter alone, but ALL the disciples. of Christ, ‘“YE”, the Church, even
though there are only two or three gathered in His name; possess the power of
the Keys.
After His ressurection, Christ again repeated this declaration of the power
of the Keys which He had given to His disciples. In John 20:21-23, we read:

‘?Tben said Jesus to them again, Peace be unto you; as My Fatber hatb sent
Me, even so send I you. And when He bad said this, He breathed on them,
and saitb unto them, Rceceiveye the Holy Ghost; Whose so+e~ersins ye remit
t,beyare remitted unto them; and whose soever sins ye retain, they are retainled.”
Here Jesus shows unmistakably that the power of the Keys is a gift to such
as. have received the Holy Ghost, to the true. believers, to the Church. St.
Peter himself extols the high dignity of Christians and of the universal priesthood of all true believers, when he writes in his first epistle: “Ye are a cbostin

generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a -peculiar people; ‘that ye should
sbew forth the praises of Him who bath called you out of darkn.essinto His
marv,elouslight; Which in time past were not a people, but are now the people
of God.‘! I Pet. 2:9,19a;-PRB.
(to be continued).

Probably one of the most familiar
faith .healers in our country is Oral
Roberts. He claims that God .has
spoken several times to him audibly,
and that the power of God, which
courses through his right arm like
electricity, has. healed thousands, of ten
instantly, of practically every ailment
known to medicine. Besides preaching
in auditoriums and tents, he appears
on weekly radio (203 stations) and
television (98 stations) programs. Oral
Roberts belongs to the Pentecostal
Holiness Church.. His teaching and
so-called healing are sufficient to reveal him as another false prophet whom
all ,true believers must avoid. (Rom.

16:17,18.).
Before Roberts’ actual “healing”
sessions begin, they are usually preceded by a two. hour “faith-building”
service conducted by Roberts’ cam-

paign manager, Rev. Robert de Weese.
Those who desire to be healed are
then given a card. which warns: “You
will understand that- Brother Roberts
will not be .able to minister to all during the same service, since hundreds
are present to .be healed . i . But
Brother Roberts will do his best to
pray for you before the campaign. is
over. He reserves the right to pray
for those who have special fa-ith for
healing at a-ny time during the meet
ing. Further, this card does not guarantee healing, since those coming far
healing. should come with a living,
acting faith.“, Did Jesus make faith
a necessary. requirement for healing?
Read Mark 5: l-20; Luke 22: 50,51:
Acts 28: 7-9.
Oral Roberts’ headquarters are in
Tulsa, Oklahoma, where he heads- an
enterprise, Healing
Waters,
Inc.,
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which in less than eight years has piled from the American Magazine,
acquired a’ book value of $1,250,000 May, 1956).
and last year took in $3,OOO,OOOin
If we compare the so-called healings
cash receipts. When Oral Roberts of Oral Roberts with the healings
first settled in Tulsa in 1947, his cash which the Lord Jesus and His disciples
assets totaled $25. Today, as chair- performed, we immediately note that
man of Healing Waters, he draws their healings were instantaneous, coman annual salary of $25,000. -In addiplete, and permanent, while Oral
tion, during each campaign, he banks Roberts’ are not. Furthermore, Christ
one day’s offerings. Last year Roberts’
and His disciples accepted no m.oney
share came close to $4O,OdO.In royalfor their healings, nor did they turn
ties from his books, around $l,OOO,OOO any away because their infirmity was
to date, he. has netted some $SQ,OOO. %o difficult”.
The miracles of Jesus
The balance he assigned to the corpoand His disciples were performed to
ration. Two cars, an Oldsmobile and substantiate the Truth of the Word
a Cadillac, are at the disposal of
which they proclaimed, while the soRoberts, while vested in the corporacalled healings of Oral Roberts are
tion. It also has on order a 12-passeng- merely cleverly designed frau.ds to suber Aero Commander plane to whisk
stantiate his gross misuse of the Word
him and his staff from campaign to of God. Let us beware of Oral Roberts
campaign. A runway is now under
and all other so-called faith healers
construction on the 280-acre ranch, who serve not the Lord Jesus Christ,
called Robin Hood Farm, which
but the father of all lies, the devil.
Roberts owns 15 miles south of Tulsa.
We should not think it strange
The main house consists of seven that there are such false prophets,
super-gadgeted, wall-to-wall-carpeted,
for Jesus has foretold their coming
lushly .paneled rooms. Worth at least saying, .CCForthere shall arise false
$60,000, it stood Roberts $28,000, Christs, and false prophets, and shall
thanks to a brother in the contractshow great signs and .wonders; insoing business who supplied the material
much that, if it were possible, they
at cost. His suits cost him about $90 shall deceive the very elect.” (M&.
each ready-made. He raises and sells 24: 24) And in his Epistle to Timothy
pure-bred Aberdeen Angus cattle.
the Apostle Paul writes, “Evil men
In Denver’s City Auditorium Oral
and seducers shall wax worse -and
Roberts declared, “The Master of all
worse, deceiving, and being deceived.”
is about to come, and you and I will
(2 Tim. 3 :.13) The end of such desee the greatest religious revival any ceivers is destruction, -The Lord Jesus
generation of this world has ever seen. says, “Not every one that saith unto
I expect it to come during my tele- Me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the
vision program.” And in preparation
kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth
for the event, he added, he always the will of My Father which is. in
keeps a camera trained on the crowd.
heaven. Many will say to Me in that
(The above material has been com- day, Lord, Lord, have we not pro-
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LESSON
THE

SIXTH

man put asunder.” (apart).
Heb. 13:4: CrMarriage is honor-able
in all.” It may be contracted by any

10

COMMANDMENT

shall a man leave his father and his
mother and cleave unto his wife and
they shall be one flesh.” (See also

man and woman having the Scriptural
right to marry. (Such passages as
Matt. !9:9; Rqm. 13:l; and others
are given to determine one’s right, in
this matter) . But such contract or
engagement should never be entered
into hastily. Only after very careful
consideration and parental consultation, and earnest prayer for God’s
guidance and blessing should one become engaged ,to marry. Moreover an
entered into
engagement properly
should never, be broken; for God regards it. as the beginning of marriage.
When Joseph and Mary were espoused
(engaged) Scriptu re speaks of them
ai husband and wife (Matt. 1: 18-25) .
Before men, however, marriage begins
with a properly witnessed marriage
ceremony; and Christians should have
this performed by their own, pastor,
that it may be san,ctified by the Word
of God and prayer.
Whoever breaks the marriage vows
commits adultery. Mark
10: 11,lZ:

Matt. ,19:4,5; and Eph.’ 5:31). Marriage then is the lifelong union of a
man and a woman into one flesh,
Joined together by God Himself.
Matt. 19:6: “Wherefore they are no

Cc
Whosoever shall put away his wife
and marry an.otber, committetb adultery agai?st herF And if a woman sbali
put away her husband and be .married
to another, she committetb adultery?

m&e twain but one flesh. What tberefore God bath joined together, let not

To this general rule God’s. Word
makes these exceptions: Matt. 19:9:

Which is the Sixth Commandment?

“Thou

shalt not commit adultery.”
What does this mean? crWe should
fear and love God that we may lead
u ‘chaste and decent life in word and
deed, and each love and honor his
spouse.”
In creation God made man male
and female. Gen. 1:27: “Male and
female created He them.” Then He
blessed them and directed them to be
fruitful
and multiply and fill the
earth and become the masters of it.
Gen .l : 28: “And God blessed tkm,

and God said unto them, ‘Be fruitful
and mu.ltijly and replenish the earth
and subdue it’.” It was then and there
too that He instituted the marriage
estate, joining the man and the woman
together into lifelong union as husband and wife. Geh. 2:24: rCTherefore

phesied in Thy name? and in Thy
name have cast out devils? and in T,hy
name done many wonderful works?
And then will ,I profess unto them,
I never knew you: depart from Me,
ye. that .work iniquity.”
(Matt. 7:
-M.L.N.
21-23).
-

“Whosoever shall put away his. wife,
except it be for fornication;and shall
marry. another, committeth adultery.”
A marriage is broken by unfaithfulness, that is by fornication. .And it is
broken, by malicious desertion: I Cor.

7: 15: Y’But if the urbelieving depar.t,
let him depart. A brother or ,sister is
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not under bondage in - such cases.” rioting (drinking parties) and drzcnkIn such’ cases the innocent party has enness, not in cbambering (sinful inGod’s permission to secure a legal
tercourse) and wantonness. (immodest
behavior), not in strife and envying.”
divorce, and is then free to marry
Eph. 4:29: rrLet no corrupt communianother person.
The intimate union that exists be- cation (bad talk) proceed out of your
mouth.” I Tim. 5:22: “Keep thyself
tween husband .and wife in marriage
is holy (Heb. 13:4). But such intiPure.” To keep this commandment we
mate union between two people. outside of marriage is a grevious .sitl.
Scripture gives various names to such
“uncleanness”,
sin, as Yfornication”,
and Scripture
warns
“filthiness”;
against even talking about it. in either
jest or earnest. Eph. 5:3,4: rr13utforni-

must lead a chaste (inwardly pure) and
(outwardly) decent life.
Joseph was tempted to break this
commandment, but moved with godly
fear, he said to his temptress (Gen.

cation, and all uncleanness, or covetousness,let it not once be named among
you, as becometh saints; neither filtbiness, nor foolish talking, nor jesting,
which are not convenient” (becoming)

David repenting of his sin against
this commandment, prayed (Psa. 5 1:

This is a heart-searching commandment too. Matt. 1531% rCF~r out of

the heart proceed evil thoughts adulteries,
fornications.” Immoral
thoughts and desires are also sin.
Matt. 5~28: rrWhosoever looketh on

a woman to lust afher her bath, committed adultery with her already in
his beart.”

39~9 rrHow then can I do this great
wickedness and sin against God.”

10) “Create in me a clean heart, 0
God, and renew a right’ spirit with,in
me.” And St. Paul writes (I Thess.
4: 10-12)) rrWe beseechyou, brethren
-that you study to be quiet, and to
do your -own business; and to work
with your bands, as we commanded
jou, that you may walk honestly
(conduct yourselves becomingly) toward tbem that are without.” So we,

too, i.n the fear of God, must fight
against and overcome all unchaste
All these sins are works of the flesh thoughts and ,desires with God’s
and brings God’s judgment upon any- Word and prayer, with temperance
one who commits them. Gal. 5 : 19,21: and industry., Moreover we must flee
The works of the flesh are mani- and avoid all opportunities for unfest, which are these: Adultery, forni- chasteness: I Cor. 6: 18:. r’Flee fornication, uricleanness, lasciviousness cation”. II Tim. 2: 22: “Flee youthful
(lustfulnes’s) . Tbey tbat do such.things lusts.” Prov. 1: 10: “My son, if sinner5
shall not inherit the Kingdom of God.” entice thee, consent thou not.” And
Eph. 516: “Let no man deceive you Rom. 13: 14: ‘rPut ye on the Lord Jesus

with .vkn. words; for becauseof these Christ, and make not provision for
things cometh the wrath of God upon tbe flesh .to fulfill. the lzcsts thereof.”
As fo,r married people, God, comthe children of disobedience.” So then,
(Rom. 13:13) rrLet us walk honestly
I mands them each to love and honor
(live decently) as in the day, not in his spouse, the husband his wife as
-
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his God-given helpmeet, the wife her
husband as her God-given head. Every
spouse would do well to read and
study earnestly the last twelve verses
of Eph. 5; and the firs,t seven verses
of I Pet. 3. - and make whole hearted
application of the admonitions that
are given to them. Eph. 5:22,23:
“Wives submit yourselves unto your

husbands, as unto the Lord. For the
husband is the bead of the wife, even
as Christ is the bead of the Church.”
Eph. 5:25: “Husbands, love your
wives, even as Christ loved the Church
and gave Himself for it.”
Christ, our Savior kept this commandment also in working out our
redemption. Eph. 5:25,26: “He loved

UNJONlSM IN THE
NORWEGIAN SYNOD
its 1955 resolution concerning
its rela.tionship with the Lutheran
Church-Missouri
Synod, the Norwegian Synod stated:
In

“We

with. dee.pest
relations
with
the Lutheran
Church
Missouri
Synod are suspended
on the basis
of Romans
1 Q:l7,
and that
the
exercise
of such relations
cannot
be resumed until the offenses contrary to the doctrine which we have
lealned have been removed by them
in a proper manner.”

“Our convention
felt it had to suspend relations
with 1 the Missouri
Synod, ‘because
that body was by
its tolerance
of unscriptural
doctrine’ and practice
showing itself #o
be an erring
church
body; it had
caused divisions and offenses in the
Church,
contrary
to the doctrine
‘which
we had learned;
and there
was no indication
that it was dis>
avowing
these
unscriptural
tendencies. Therefore,
we, according
rto
Rom. 16,17,
hod to suspend
fellowship,”

great love for us, will help us also
to keep this commandment. - J.E.S.
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NOTICE!
The Norwegian Synod,
in the above resolution as well as in
its sub:,equent interpretation of the
resolution, appeals to Rom.ans 16: 17
which reads:
“Now I beseech you, brethren,
mark
them which cause divisions
qnd offenses contrary to the doctrine which
ye have learned;
and avoid them.”

5c
jc

5c
5c
5c
5c

.declare

The meaning of this resolution as
set forth in their official paper, The
Lutheran Sentinel, stated:

the Church and gave Himself .for it
that He might sanctify and cleanse
it -with the washing of water by the
Word.” A true appreciation of .His

TRACTS AVAILABLE

hereby

regret that fellowship

Over a year has passed since the
above action was taken by the Norwegian Synod-action
which caused
us to rejoice and to pray that this
group, calling itself Lutheran, would
now follow through in accordance with
that Word of Scripture upon which
it had based its resolution referred
to above. But instead, to our deep
regret and sorrow, the reverse has
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from which body it resolved “to
suspend fraternal relations” in 1955,
and reaffirmed that suspension of fellowship in the last statement of the
above quoted resolution. In spite of
their resolution “to suspend fraternal
relations” and in direct violation of
the Scripture passage upon which they
based this resolution, the Norwegian
Synod resolved to meet with the other
synods of the Synodical Conference

taken place under the guise of Christian
love and charity. In their August,
1956, convention, the Norwegian
Synod made the following pertinent
resolutions:
“RESOLVED,
that
the Norwegian
Synod meet with the other Synods
of the Synodical
Conference
to determine
whetber
or not the constituent
synods
of the Synodical
Conference
are now in doctrinal
agreement;
and be it further
“RESOLVED,
thot the Synod’s Union
Committee
be designated
to represent the Synod in this matter;
and
be it further
“RESOLVED,
that our Synod express
its desire to take part in the proposed internnti,onal
conference
of
conservative
Lutheran
theologians,
affiliated
with. the Synodical
Conference.
“Whereas,
however,
more time and
study
are
needed
to
determine
whether
the causes for our suspension resolutions
of 1955 have been
removed;
therefore
be it
“RESOLVED,
that for the present
the exercise of our fellowship
relations with the Lutheran
ChurchMissouri
Synod remain
in sucpension.”

which includes the Missouri Synod
and has appointed delegates as voting
representatives to the forthcoming convention of the Synodical Conference
(cf. Lutheran Sentinel, Oct. 25, 1956,
p.

Thus, it is apparent that even after
a year, the Norwegian Synod continues
its joint work and worship with the
Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod
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In the Oct. 11, 1956, issue, p. 300,
the Lutheran Sentinel reported an anniversary celebration at Watertown,
Wisconsin on which occasion the Rev.
C. F. Golish (MO. Synod) was a
principle s,peaker together with pastors
from the Norwegian and Missouri
Synods.
From this it should be clear to our
readers that’ the Norwegian Synods
resolution of suspension does not
actually mean what it says, that it- is
a mockery of the passage upon which
it is based, that the trumpet of the
Norwegian Synod is giving an uncertain and wavering sound, and that
their love for the unionistic fellowship of the Synodical Conference is
greater than their love for the way
which God outlines so clearly in His
Word for His true followers.-PRB
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THE PECULIAR POSITION OF
THE MINNEAPOLIS FACTION
In the last issue of the official
periodical of the Minneapolis faction,
p. 138, this contradictory group asserts that at their last convention they
have resolved to instruct their “Committee on Church Fellowship not to
meet with the Norwegian Synod’s official Committee on Church Union as
long as the latter is holding meetings
with the representatives of the heterodox Missouri Synod.” It is a rather
peculiar twist in this group’s doctrine
and the carrying out of the same when
they have indicated previously that
they are in “confessional fellowship”
with the Norwegian Synod and now
actually refuse even so much as. to
meet with that Synod which they still
apparently regard as being in “confessional fellowship” with. them. They
claim confessional fellowship and yet
they refuse to meet. A peculiar position indeed and hardly in harmony
with the Scripture passage (II Thess.
3: 14,15) upon which they base their
resolution.
Dr. P. E. Kretzmann, in his Popular
Comme&ry suggests one of two interpretations of this Scripture text.
He writes:
“The apostle therefore
seems to be
recommending
a course, in itself a
part of church discipline,
which has
in view this means of winning
the
erring brother before the final step
must be taken, Matt.
18, 17.”

If this is the proper interpretation of
this passage, then the Minneapolis
faction would be doing wrong not to
meet with the Norwegian Synod for

-

the purpose of admonishing them as
brethren. In this light, therefore, the
passage does not fit their resolution.
Dr.

Kretzmann

continues

in

his

Commentary:
“Or the apostle assumes the third
step to have been taken, and warns
against the introduction
of personal
hostility
into the intercourse
with
such a. person, OS the members met
him in a social or in a business
way.”

If this interpretation is correct, then
the passage would not apply at all to
the resolution of the Minneapolis
faction inasmuch as they still regard
the Norwegian Synod as being in
confessional fellowship with them.
Thus,. the President of the Minneapolis faction, in his Popular Commentary, sets forth two interpretations
of 2 Thess. 3: 14,15 neither of which
apply to their bodies resolution of
refusal to meet with the Norwegian
Synod, yet they appeal to this passage
in defense of their resolution.
In contrast to this peculiar position
of the Minneapolis faction, the true
Orthodox Lutheran Conference position, based on God’s Word alone, is
simply this, that because of their departure from the plain Word of God
and their persistence in tlhe same, we
are not in confessional fellowship and
consequently not in church fellowship
with the Missouri Synod, the Wisconsm Synod, the Norwegian Synod,
or the Minneapolis faction (Amos.
3:3; Rom. 16: 17,18; Titus 3: 10; 1:
Cor. 1: 10.) .-PRB.
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Having already considered the time before the Flood, we want to note, in
the second place, that there we really have a picture of our day.
The all-embracing characteristic of the time before the Flood is given to us
in the words, “And God saw that the wicke.dness of man was great in the earth,
and that every imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually.” (Gen. 6:5) The people of that day were completely submerged in the mire
of corruption and vice; they wanted to know nothing about God and heaven.
The characteristic of that time is further described in the words of our dear
Savior when He says, “They did eat, they drank, they married wives.” (Luke
17:27) Perhaps someone might say at this point: What is so sinful about that?
Surely every one must eat and drink, and did not God Himself institute marriage? If J esus had said: They ate and drank excessively, they robbed, plundered and murdered, that would be a correct picture of that time. Nevertheless,
it is still a horrible picture which the Lord Jesus sketches of that day. Eating,
drinking, and marrying, are not in themselves sinful; but, when a person lives
solely and alone for such things, when his only desire in this life is to fill his
stomach instead of looking forward to that Place where there will be no eating,
drinking, and marryin,g, then such a one is in a frightful condition. And that
is what the Savior says about the generation before the Flood in the words, “They
did eat, they drank, they married wives.” (Luke 17:27) When a person is
solely interested in the things of this world, he is what we call a materi.alist.
And the people who lived during the days of Noah before the Flood were
gross materialists.
When we investigate the conditions existing during our time, must we not
also confess that materialism is a characteristic of our day even as it was before
the Flood? We readily admit that there are many who profess to believe.
In fact, never has the Gospel been so widely spread and the number of nominal
Christians so large. Yet, when we honestly examine our days in the light of
God’s Word, then we shall have to acknowledge that our age is a repetition of
the time before the Flood.
Let us do some comparing. In the days of Noah before. the Flood
Looking at our present age, it
selfishness and lovelessnesswere predominant,
cannot be denied that selfishness and lovelessness play the dominant role in the
wor1.d. A good share of the industrialists, the heads of the large corporations,
who control big business are interes.ted only in accumulating vast fortunes at
the expense of the workers. There are, by all means, many except&is, but as
a general rule the worker is not regarded as highly as the machinery owned by
the company. The employee is to work as much and as hard as he possibly
can, and the wage is to be as low as possible. Thus the welfare of the worker
-
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is not the concern of the employer, since, as many of them state, they .are not
in business “for charity’s sake”, but to make money.
Looking at the employee, we find the very same attitude among the
majority of them. Generally speaking, the worker does not regard his occupation as an opportunity to serve God and his neighbor, to provide for himself
and his family, and to give to those who are in need. He works because he
must eat and drink in order to live. The goal of the worker is to work as
few hours as possible with as much pay as possible. For this reason the workers
have banded ‘together into unions. That the employees should join together to
protect themselves against unrighteousness and exploitation is not in itself
wrong, and, if the unions. would remain in their proper limits, then they would
serve a fine purpose. But, unfortunately, the most common labor unions of
our day are ruled by the spirit of selfishness. And so, .as is often the case,
the worker who belongs to the union looks upon his employer as his enemy.
Hence the employee tries to force the employer to give him what he wants so
that he can enjoy life. This he does through strikes without any concern for
the employer who might go bankrupt and lose his business.
Selfishness and lovelessness are evident everywhere today. Selfishness
is often the motive behind the deed. When asked to help, the remark is
made, “What’s in it for me?” On the other hand, how many state their willingness to help as long as it will cause them no inconvenience! How many fit
the description of the Savior’s parable concerning the rich fool in the 12th
chapter of Luke ? .This man had a bountiful supply not to help the poor and
needy, but rather only himself; he was selfish and self-centered. Reading
through the parable we can not help but note his egotism and selfishness: “I”,
tt 99 trmy7?, “I”, “I”, ttmyv, ttmyv, <tmy97,vv. lSJ9. Nine times he selfishly
1,
thinks of himself; of others not at all. It is this spirit of selfishness which is so
prevalent in our day. We must certai-nly agree, with the words of Erasmus
Alb erus:
Brotherly love-where is it?
The whole world has thieves within it.
No faithfulness is in this sphere
“If only I had money, ” is all you hear.
Is not this a sign that the Judgment is near?
M.L.N.

John 8: 31-32: Th en said Jesus to those Jews which believed on him, If ye
continue in my word, then are ye my disciples indeed; and ye shnll know the truth
and the truth shall make you free.
Matt, 28:20: Teaching them to observe d/l things wharrscyer I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you ulways, even unto the end of the world.
Amen.
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Prsise to the Lord, who o’er all things so wo.ndrously reignetb,
Who, us on wings of an eagle, upliftetb, sustuinetb;
Hurt thou not seen
How tby desires all have been
Grunted in what He ordainetb?
Praise to the Lord, who bath feurfullj, wondrously made thee;
Health bath vouchsafed, and when heedlessly fatling butb stayed thee,:
Wbut need or grief
Ever hutb failed of relief?
Wings of His mercy did shade thee.
Praise to the Lord, who doth visibly bless.und defend thee;
Wb.0, from the heavens, the streams-of His mercy do6 send thee;
Ponder anew
What the Almighty cun do,
If with His love He befriend thee.
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