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On May IOth, Christians commem- 
orate the Ascension of our Lord into 
heaven after the period of 40 days 
during which He showed Himself 
to countless individuals as the victor- 
ious Savior of men. 

The Biblical account of Christ’s 
ascension is rather brief. Mark writes, 
9c H/e was received up into heaven.” 
Luke states, “He was parted from 
them and carried up into heaven.” The 
Book of Acts records it thus: “While 
they beheld, He was taken up, and 
a cloud received Him out of their 
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sight,’ ‘In th is manner Jesus removed 
His visible presence from His disciples 
and entered into His full glory, the 
full use of all His divine attributes. 
He had finished His work of living 
and dying in our stead; all His earth- 
ly tasks were completed. That first 
Ascension Day was a glorious home- 
coming for the Lord. 

What is the significance of this 
event in our own lives? First, we also 
have certain duties to perform here on 
earth, and some day, with God’s help: 
we should be able to say: “I have fin- 
ished the work which Thou gavest 
me to do.” Our constant prayer, there- 
fore, ought to be: 

Let me not leave my space of ground 
untilled, 

Call me not hence with mission 
unfulfilled; 

Let me not die-before I’ve done for 
Thee 

My earthly work, whatever it may 
be! 

Secondly, there is great comfort in 
the words of the ascended Lord: “Lo, 
I am with you always, even unto the 
end of the world!” Sitting at the riglx 
hand of God, Jesus is everywhere 
ruling the world in majesty and power, 
and with Him as the Head and Guard- 
ian of the Church, we have nothing 
to fear. His abiding presence, though 
invisible, fills our hearts with that 
peace which is ours alone by faith in 
Him. Rich and bountiful blessings 
are assured. 

Lastly, Christ’s glorious ascension 
also imposes upon us the responsibility 
which Jesus requires of us when .He 
said to His disciples: “Ye shall be 

testifiers of Me.” They were to tell 
the world who He is and what He 
has done for man. That is also our 
obligation: to witness, to speak b,oldly 
and convincingly about our resurercted 
and ascended Lord. There is nothing 
better than to be God’s instrument 
in bringing a soul to the knowledge of 
the Ascension joy in Christ; 

May it please God to give us the 
necessary faith and devotion to fulfill 
this and all our tasks according to 
His will! Then some day we shall 4s~ 
ascend into the heavenly mansions 
where we shall be forever in the vis- 
ib,le presence of our ascended Lord 
and Savior. -0.w.s. 

ASCENSION DAY COLLECT 
Almighty and everlasting God, who 

didst glorify Thy Son Jesus, by re- 
ceiving Him up into heaven, and set- 
ting Him at Thine own right hand, 
far above all principality, and power, 
and might, and dominion, and every 
name that is named, not only in this 
world, but also in that which is to 
come: work in us, we beseech Thee, 
such firm and abiding faith in this 
mystery as may raise us in heart and 
mind above all things here below, to 
dwell with Christ in heavenly places, 
and to possess in Him our true life; 
so that when He shall appear again, 
according to His Word, we also mav 
appear with Him in glory everlasting: 
to whom, with Thee and the Holy 
Ghost, be all worship and praise, 
world without end. Amen. 

Your subscription expires in the month 
designated with your address. 
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The second Sunday in May was 
set aside by an act of Congress in the 
year 1913 and dedicated to the moth- 
ers of the land. It is called tCMother?s 
Day.” The Congress of the United 
States may have been moved to estab- 
lish such a holiday because of the 
general disregard for parental author- 
ity and to help stem the tide of crime 
in the nation. The Congress was well 
aware of the fact that the home is the 
foundation of the government and of 
the nation, and that the better the 
home life of the people the better ths 
nation will be. If there is moral decen- 
cy in the home, the nation will also 
be morally decent and crime will be,- 
come less. If the home is corrupt, the 
counrty will be corrupt. Mo,ther’s Day 
is, therefore, a civil holiday establish- 
ed for the good of the country for it 
is a well-known fact that mothers ex- 
ert a great influence upon the minds 
and characters of men. 

As a civil holiday, Mother’s Day has 
nothing to do with the Church. Such 
a holiday, however, if observed in the 
correct manner, is not contrary to our 
Christian faith. Although M&her’s 
Day is often abused by the children 
of the world and although it may be 
celebrated in an altogether unchristian 
manner, yet, on this day, we Christians 
can truly call to mind what the Bible 
teaches us with regards to our parents. 
It is God who has given us our parents 
and even though they may have their 
shortcomings and lmperf ections we 
should nevertheless consider them as 
precious gifts of God. 

Our parents were given to us by 
God because He loved us and because 
He cared for us. When we were tiny; 
and helpless infants, it was through 
our mother that God tended us with 
that loving care which only a mother 
can give. Throughout our infancy 
and youth we had a father through 
whom God provided our food, clolth- 
ing and shelter. Through our father 
and mother, God taught us our lang 
uage, He taught us much of our 
earthly knowledge, and helped us to 
learn our trade or profession. Through 
our parents,, God has protected. us 
against our enemies, disease, evhl- 
companions, and a thousand dangers. 
Parents are indeed precious gifts of 
God. 

Many of us, through O~JY parents, 
have been taught to know Jesus as our 
Savior. We were brought ,by them. to 
Jesus in Holy Baptism. We were told 
of the Savior and His love for us and 
we were taught little prayers to keep 
us close to Jesus. Our parents may 
have taught us passages from the 
Bible, they may have sung Christian 
hymns with us, they may have read to 
us from the Scriptures in our family 
devotions. Certainly we should be 
doubly thankful to God if we were 
privileged to have such pious and God- 
fearing parents who led us to know 
Jesus and the way to heaven through 
faith in Em. 

“Honor thy father and mother.” 
The honor which we Christians should 
show our parents is not merely based 
on the fact that we owe our lives to 



them inasmuch as we are their own 
flesh and blood. Neither are we to 
honor them merely because of their 
wealth or superior wisdom. We are to 
hold our parents in love and esteem 
because they are God’s representatires, 
Through them God Himself exer- 
cises authority over us. They are 
placed over us by God and we should 
honor them as such whether they are 
rich or poor, wise or foolish, learned 
or ignorant, godly or ungodly. Par- 
ents, however, have no right or author- 
ity to command their children to do 
that which God forbids or to forbid 
of them that which God commands in 
His Word. This is an abuse of the 
authority which God has given them 
and in such cases they do not act as 
God’s representatives. 

Children should never disregard 
their parent’s God-given authority. 
Yet, we find children who think them- 
selves wiser than their parents---the 
son who sneers at the way his father 
runs his farm or his business; the 
daughter who plays and looks pretty 
while her mother does the work; child- 
ren who mock at the weaknesses of 
their parents; children who are asham- 
ed of their parents before their 
friends; children who despise their 
parents by disrespect and disobedience. 
Such children actually dishonor God 
by despising their father and mother. 
God warns such children, saying: “The 
eye that mocketh at his father and 
despiseth to obey his mother, the 
ravens of the valley shall pick it out, 
and the young eagles shall eat it.” 
Prov. 30:17. 

Christian children honor their par- 

ents as God’s representatives by will- 
ing service and obedience. God’s Word 
says: “Hearken unto thy father that 
begat thee, and despise not thy moth- 
er when she is old,” and again: 
“Children obey your parents in a11 
things; for this is well-pleasing unto 
the Lord.” Even the Son of God hon- 
ored His earthly parents for we are 
told that He went down with them to 
Nazareth and “was subject to them.” 
Christian children should obey their 
parents willingly and cheerfully. 

However, we must NOT obey our 
parents if they bid us to do something 
which is contrary to God’s Word. We 
must not heed the word of our par- 
ents if their word conflicts with the 
Word of God. God is above our par- 
ents and in such cases “we ought to 
obey God rather than men.” Jesus also 
plainly says: “He that loveth father 
or mother more than Me is not worthy 
of Me.” But whenever their wishes 
do not run contrary to the Word of 
God, children are to serve and obey 
their parents willingly and joyfully, 
for in doing so they serve and obey 
God Himself. 

When we are grown up and our 
parents are old, there are still many 
opportunities for us to serve them. 
That is the time when they need our 
service most. The Bible tells us that 
pious children should ‘<requite” or re- 
pay their parents. How many parents, 
after having raised and cared for their 
children, must spend their remaining 
years in some home for the poor and 
aged? It is often very true that one 
father can raise ten children easier 
than 10 children can take care of one 
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LESSON 4 

THE FIRST COMMANDMENT 

Part II 

FINE IDOLATRY 

When God says, “Thou shalt have 
no other Gods before me”, I-5.s words 
imply, You shall have Me and Me 
alone as your God. That is., you are 
to believe and trust in Him with your 
whole heart. Pro. 3 : 5, “Trust in tbr3 
Lord with all thine heart.” You are 
also to love Him with your whole 
heart. Deut. 6~5, Thou shah love the 
Lord thy God with all thine heart.” 
And you are to fear Him with your 
whole heart. I Sam. X2:24, “Fear the 
Lord and serve Him in truth with all 
your heart.” Since these duties are 
implied in the commandment and 
clearly taught in other parts of Scrip- 
ture, our Catechism gives the m.eaning 
of this first commandment in the 
simple summary: “WE SHOULD 
FEAR, LOVE, AND TRUST IN 
GOD ABOVE ALL THINGS.” But 
whenever we fear, love, or trust in 
anything or anybody else as we should 
fear, love, and trust in God alone, we 
rilz and become guilty of “fine idola- 
try.” 

To fear anything else as we should 
fear God alone is idolatry. The Israef- 
ites feared the giants of Canaan after 
they heard the report of the spies 
(Num. 13:N---14: 10). Saul and his 
soldiers feared the giant Goliath, 
when they heard his challenge to 
Israel (I Sam. 17: 11,24). Peter feared 
the ridicule of men when he denied 
his Lord (Mark 14: 66-72) . And Herod 

kept his sinful oath because he feared 
the censure of his guests (Matt. 14: 
9). The fear of what men may think 
or say or do often turns one from 
the path of right and makes him an 
idolater. But Christ says Matt. 10:28, 
.‘rFlear not them which kill the body, 
but are not able to kill the soul; but 
rather fear Him which ‘is able to de- 
stroy both soul and body in belC.” 

To love anything else as we should 
love God only is also idolatry. I John 
2: 15,16, “If any man love the world, 
tbe love of the Father (love for the 
Father) is not in him. For all that is 
in the world, the lust of the flesh, tbz 
lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, 
is not of the Father, but is of the 
world.” And Phil. 3: 18,191 “For many 
walk of whom I have told you often 
and now tell you even weeping, that 
thcoy are the enemies of the Cross of 
Christ; whose end is destriction, whose 
God is their belly, whose glory is in 
their shame, who mind earthly things.” 

Love of money is a source of idola- 
trous sin. I Tim. 6: 9,10, “They that 
will ,be rich fall into temptation and a 
snare, and into many foolish, and burt- 
ful lusts wh.icb drown men in destruc- 
tion and perdition.; for the lov,e of 
money is the root of all evil.” A 
covetous man is anyone who will vio- 
late his love of God that he may have 
more of earthly things. Thus did King 
Saul when he destroyed the Amale- 
kites (I Sam. 15) . Thus also did 
Judas when he sold his Lord (Matt. 
26: 14-16). Thus do many others who 
kill and steal and lie and deceive. 
Eph. 5:5, ‘?But this know that no- 
covetous man, who is an idolater, bath 
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I 

II 

Greediness for lionor 

Greediness for honor is the desire for, and striving after, honor. 
A. Very often greediness for honor is connected with self-conceit. Gal. 

6:3; I Cor. 8:2. 
B. Greediness for honor is a common sin; how many seek only to be 

honored by men! 
C. E,xamples: 

1. The disciples. Mark 9:33-37 
2. Salome. Matt. 20:20,21 
3. Ananias. Acts 5: l-11 
4. Simon the sorcerer. Acts 8: 9ff. 
5. The Pharisees. Mark 12:38-40; Matt. 6:1-5; Matt. 23; John 

12:42,43 
6. Absalom. 2 Samuel 15:4 
7. Can yolu give other examples from the history of the world? 

Greediness for honor is- 
A. 
B. 
C. 

D. 

Foolishness. Matt. 16: 26 
An insatiable desire just like the desire for money. I Tim. 6: 10 
A sin and abomination before God; it excludes th,e love of the 
neighbor. Matt. 22:29; I John 4 
The mother of many sins. Greediness for honor results in- 

1. 
2. 

3. 

4. 
5. 

III Greediness 
A. 

B. 

C. 

Fighting and quarrelling. Gal. 5 : 26 
Jealousy and lovelessness. A person begrudges his neighbor his 
success. Gen. 37: 4 
Unthankfulness against God. A person is dissatisfied with the 
position which God has given him. 
Lies and betrayal. (Think of Absalom) . 
False teaching. Being greedy for honor is the mother of all 
heresy. Instead of retracting a false statement a person will 
seek to defend it becase he craves hon0.r. 
for honor will also be punish. 

Examples,: Eve (Gen. 3)) Korah (Num. 16)) Absalom (2 Sam. 18)’ 
Haman (Esther 7)’ Herod (Acts 12:21-23). Also read I Pet. 55; 
Phil. 3: 19 
It is not po&le for faith to dwell in a heart which is controlled by 
greediness for honor. John 5 : 44 
All of us should earnestly fight against all greediness for honor. Gal. 
5:26; Rom. 12:16 

1. We should not give because we are greedy for honor. Matt. 
6: 1-4 
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D. Especially the pastors and teachers must guard against this sin. 
III John 9,lO 

IV How does a Christian overcome such greediness for honor? 
A. By looking to Jesus, the King of glory, who humbled Himself and 

was obedient unto death, even the death of the cross. Phil. 2:~ 
B. By 
C. By 

asking God for the necessary strength. Phil. 4 : 13 
taking to heart the example of those who rejected such sinful honor. 
1. Jesus. John 6: 15 
2. The angel. Rev. 22~9 
3. Gideon. Judges 8:23 
4. Joseph. Genesis 41: 16 
5. Peter. Acts 3: 12 
6. Paul and Barnabas. Acts 14: 11-18 --M.L.N. 

2. We should not work because we are greedy for honor. I Car. 
13:5 

CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP 
God says in 2 Cor. 6: 17: ‘Come out 

from among them and be ye separate.” 
In like manner, throughout the Scrip- 
tures, He, constantly warns us against 
the sin of unionism, a sin which has 
wrought untold harm in the Church, 
the sin of mixing religions-of joining 
in religious work and worship, or in 
both, by such as are not agreed in 
doctrine and practice. Thus there is a 
time when remaining separate from 
others in religious work and worship 
is our solemn duty in accordance with 
the Word of God. But, in another 
sense, Scripture speaks of separation 
as an evil and a dangerous thing, 
namely, when a person withdraws 
himself from the communion or fel- 
lowship of brethren in the faith; when 
a person does not join in re1igiou.s 
work and worship with those who are 
of one mind with him in Scriptural 
doctrine and practice. 

God forbids us to “forsake the as- 

sembling of ourselves together,” He- 
brews l&25. It is, therefore, not up 
to the individual Christian whether or 
not he will join a local congregation 
where the Word of God is taught in 
its truth and purity. It is not a ques- 
tion which everyone must decide for 
himself because the assembling to- 
gether of believers for the establish- 
ment of the public ministry, for pub- 
lic worship and confession of faith, 
for the hearing and learning of the 
Word of God, and for the carrying 
on of the work of the C’hurch is a 
divine ordinance or command of God 
t.o all true believers. 

But the Christian is not only to 
practice fellowship with the local con- 
gregation or only with his fellow be- 
lievers in a certain locality. He is to 
practice true Christian fellowship also 
with the church at large, with his 
brethren in the faith throughout the 
whole world; he must acknowledge 
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them, be concerned about them, stand 
with them, bear and share one an- 
other’s burdens, and the like. Thus 
we should never hesitate to declare and 
to practice Christian fellowship with 
all those who confess the Full Truth 
of God’s Word in doctrine and prac- 
tice; we should not hesitate to acknowl- 
edge them publicly as brethren; we 
should not hesitate to do all that we 
can by word and deed, jointly with 
our fellow believers, to extend the 
Kingdom of God. We are obligated 
to stand by our brethren-helping to 
strengthen and to encourage them to 
remain faithful to the pure truths of 
God’s Word and to defend them and 
their cause against all false accusa- 
tions and slander. B -- 

DOES THE WISCONSIN SYNOD 
CHARGE THE MISSOURI SYNOD 
WITH FALSE DOCTRINE? 

‘The following was written by John 
W. Behnken, president o$ the Mis- 
souri Synod, in the Lutheran Witness, 
April 10, 1956: 

“In June, 1955, the Norweigian 
Synod suspended relations with our 
Synod. The Wisconsin Synod at its 
convention last August in Saginaw, 
Mich., considered a proposal to term- 
inate its fellowship with our Synod. 
By a unanimous vote it adopted the 
so-called ‘Preamble,’ which contains 
the charges against our Synod. With 
several additions these charges are 
similar to those made by the Nor- 
wegian Synod. The Wisconsin Synod 
does not charge us with false doc- 
trines. The Norwegian Synod does.” 

TRUE CHRISTIAN UNITY 
Yn I Cor. 1: 10 we have an exact 

definite of Christian unity: ‘Now, J. 
beseech you, brethren, by the name 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye di 
speak the same thing and that there 
be no divisions among you.’ This is a 
demand for uniformity in speech or in 
the profession of the Christian doc- 
trine. Then the Apostle continues: ‘but 
that ye be perfectly joined together 
in the same mind and in the same 
judgment.’ Here he clearly says that 
Christians are to use the same words 
in the same sense. Agreement in words 
with disagreement in meaning is al- 
together contrary to the unity God 
calls for, and to seek such a ‘unity’ 
(‘we agree to disagree’) is immoral, 
a trifling with sacred, divine things, 
which is unseemly for Christians.” 

METHODISTS INSIST ON 
MIXING CHURCH AND STATE 

“A campaign for the adoption c f 
‘America the Beautiful’ as a more 
peaceful and appropriate choice than 
‘The Star. Spangled Banner’ as a na- 
tional anthem will go into high gear 
in Methodist churches Sunday. 

“The drive is backed. by the Wiscon- 
sin conference Methodist World Peace 
committee. The group met at Apple- 
tion recently and memorialized the gen- 
eral conference of the Methodist 
church to take action during its quad- 
rennial meeting starting April 25 in 
Minneapolis, Minn. The national 
Methodist board of world peace has 
proposed the introduction of a bill in 
the next congress to carry out the 
project.“-The Milwaukee Journal 
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father. But what beautiful examples 
we find in the Scriptures of children 
honoring and taking care of their par- 
ents: Joseph introducing his father to 
Pharoah and taking care of his father 
in Egypt; Ruth rendering loving serv- 
ice to her mother-in-law, Naomi; King 
Solomon placing his mother on his 
right hand beside his* throne; and the 
Savior Himself, while enduring the 
pains of the cross, committed His 
mother to the care of His beloved 
disciple. -B 

BIBLE READING 
Rom. 8, 31-39. 

IF GOD BE FOR US, WHO 
CAN BE AGAINST US? He that 
spared not His own Son, but delivered 
Him up for us all, how shall He not 
with Him also freely give us ai! 
things? Who shall lay anything to the 
charge of God’s elect? It is God that 
justifieth. 

Who is he that condemneth? It is 
Christ that died, yea, rather, that is 
risen again, who is even at the right 
hand of God, WHO ALSO MAK- 
ETH INTERCESSION FOR US. 
Who shall separate us from the love 
of Christ? Shall tribulation, or dis- 
tress, or persecution, or famine, or 
nakedness, or peril, or sword?- 

Nay, in all these things we are 
MORE THAN CONQUERORS 
THROUGH HIM THAT LOjVED 
US. For I am persuaded that neither 
death, nor life, nor angels, nor princi- 
palities, nor powers, nor things pres- 
ent, nor things to come, nor h.eighr, 
nor depth, nor any other creature, 

shall be able to separate us from 
the love of God which is in Christ 
Jesus, our Lord. 

MEMORIAL DAY 
The Book of Proverbs declares: 

rcThe memory of the just is blessed; 
but the name of the wicked shall rot.” 
The Book of Revelation states: “Bles- 
sed are the dead which die in the Lord, 
from henceforth; yea, saith the Spirit, 
that they may rest from their labors; 
and their works do follow them.” 

Who are the men and the women oi: 
Scripture whom we remember most? 
The men and the women of deep faith, 
whos.e faith prompted them to dd great 
works for God and for man. The 
1 lth chapter of the Epistle to the 
Hebrews gives us .a long list of such 
heroes of the faith: Abraham, Sarah, 
Moses, and a host of others. 

The desire to be remembered hy 
others is strong in every human heart. 
Most people strive, in some way or 
other, to make a name for themselves 
which others will remember. But do 
most people endeavor (by God’s grace 
alone) to develop such a powerful 
faith and .to perform such notable 
deeds for the Kingdom of: God that 
their names will be inscrib,ed indelibly 
upon the memory of God? 

As we, on Memorial Day, strive to 
keep in our memory those who have 
gone on before us, let us endeavor, 
with the gracious help of God, to dem- 
onstrate our Christian faith in our 
daily lives that others will remember 
US with a smile and that God will re- 
member us with joy. -Selected 
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“The growing number of church sup- 
pers is hurting the restaurant business 
badly and health officials should re- 
quire churches‘ to observe all of the 
sanitary regulations now demanded 
in the licensing of commercial eating 
places, restaurateurs said here Tues- 
day. 

“Local, state and national represent- 
atives of the restaurant industry joined 
in that complaint and demand as the 
Wisconsin Restaurant association op- 
ened its Drd annual, three day con- 
vention at the Auditorium-Arena. 

“Wisconsin is one of the states in 
which restaurants are hurt most by the 
increase in church suppers, according 
to George L. Wenzel, Austin, Tex., 
a nationally known restaurant con- 
sultant. 

“‘The health department would close 
up a restaurant that used as few health 
protection facilities as most church 
suppers have,’ Wenzel said. ‘The 
churches have no wages to pay, no 
licenses to buy, no taxes to pay an;3 
sometimes even get their food free, 
but they don’t have to provide any of 
the health precautions which restau- 
rant operators must follow. 

Yhurch suppers are unfair and they 
are getting to be a terrific problem 
in our industry’.‘,’ 

“In some Milwaukee neighborhoods 
where churches are numerous there is 
a church supper every night of the 
week, each serving between 300 and 
500 persons, said Elmer A. Conforti, 
Milwaukee, executive vice-president of 
the Wisconsin Restaurant association. 

One Milwaukee restaurant owner said 
that a church in his neighborhood 
served 1,200 fish dinners at its month- 
ly Friday night party. 

“‘These church dinners can be the 
ruination of a restaurant business,,’ 
Conforti complained. ‘We believe that 
the purpose of the church* dinner is 
laudable and we do not object to a 
church serving its own parishioners. 
But churches now use every business 
getting method possible to bring out. 
side business in and they thereby be- 
come competitors of licensed restau- 
rants. They advertise on radio, tele- 
vision and in newspapers. 

“So we ask outselves whether if it 
is in the interest of public health that 
restaurants be licensed and required 
to comply with regulations of the state 
board of health, it does not follow 
that the same regulations for health 
and sanitation should be required when 
the customers go to a church dinner.’ 

“Conforti recalled that the Wiscon- 
sin Restaurant Ass’n. recently started 
action in the circuit court at Madison 
seeking to compel the state board of 
health to license and regulate churches, 
grocery s.tores, delicatessens and cater- 
ers that sell meals to the public. 

“Groceries that advertise dinners to 
be taken out have become serious com- 
petitors for the business, Conforti 
said. Such operations, like those of un- 
licensed caterers, have been increasing 
rapidly, he said. 

“The difficulties of operating a 
restaurant are indicated by national 
survey statistics which show that SOYC, 
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of all new restaurants go broke within 
the first year of operation, Wenzel 
said. He lamented the fate of many 
service veterans who, having saved 
$5,000, decide to go into the restaurant 
business. 

‘fThey usually fail, he said, because 
of inadequate capital, insufficient 
knowledge of the restaurant business 
and a debt burden so heavy that inter- 
est payments can’t be met. 

%eo. F. mder, Milwaukee, con- 
vention chairman, said he expected. 
7,000 Wisconsin food service oper- 
ators, owners and managers to attend 
the convention. Hi; estimate also in- 
cluded persons interested in the fourth 
annual culinary exhibit. Fifty displays 
of food by leading Wisconsin chefs 
will include meat, cake, fish, vege- 
tables, fruits, sugars, ice and cherry 
dishes, he said. The culinary show 
will be offered from 2 to 10 p.m. on 
Wednesday.” -Milwaukee Journal, 
March 27, 1956. 

The deplorable situation referred to 
in the above newspaper article is 
brought about by the refusal of con- 
gregations to heed and to follow wbdt 
God’s Word says with regard to the 
financial support of, church work. 
Whenever the Lord speaks of the work 
of the Church, He always speaks of 
“GIVING”, never “MERCHAN- 
DISING”. (2 Cor. 9: 7; Luke 21: 4; 
2 Cor. 8:2; 1 Cor. 16:2; Deut. 16:17; 
Rom. 12:8.) Tb e very work for which 
he Church is instituted, namely to 
proclaim the forgiveness of szns, life, 
and eternal salvation as the free GIFT 
of God’s grace and mrecy in Christ 

Jesus, automatically cuncels all money- 
making schemes and merchandising 
endeavors on the part of the Church. 
The Cburcb has no God-given right 
to compete with restaurants, bakerie,, 
dry-goods stores, or casinos. 

When congregations resort to mer- 
chandising schemes, they eurn for 
themselves the reputation of being 
crmoney-making cb,urches” or ‘?graf t- 
ers” and bring derision upon them- 
selves and upon the name of the Lori 
whom they are to serve. The Word of . 
God refers to such congregations as 
a “den of robbers” or u “den of 
thieves” because they rob God of His 
honor and bring disgrace upon the 
name of the Savior. Jesus was vital!y 
concerned about the reputation of His 
Father’s House, for he said: “Make 
not My Father? House an house of 
merchandise”, (John 2: 16), and again 
He said: “It is written, My House 
shall be called the House of Prayer”, 
(Matt. 21: 13) . Wherever the Doctrine 
of Justification is correctly taught, up- 
plied, and received, there will be n3 
danger of the wickedness of mer- 
chandising in the churches. -B 
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Brief Lessons. in Christian Doctrine 

Based on ‘Luther’s Small Catechism: 
Brief Lesson No. 1 ------3 for 5c 
Brief Lesson No. 2 ______. 3 for 5c 
Brief Lesson No. 3 ____ -.-3 for Tc 
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GOD BLESS 
FAITHFUL MOTHERS 
God bless the kind and busy bands 

Of faithful mothers in all lands. 

Keep Thou the lips pure, undefiled, 

That form the language of the child. 

Guide mothers’ footsteps for they show 

The way that youtbf ul feet will go. 

Teach mothers; may they seek f ram 
Thee 

The wisdom given at their knee! 

Thank God for mothers, young am/ 
old> 

Who lov,e today within Hi3 fold, 

PVho pattern, as in days of youre, 

The godly mothers gone before; 

Whose bands repose--complete their 
task; 

Thank God for these. Then, Lord, 
we ask: 

Bless mothers who for us still pray. 

Thank God for them this Mother’s 
-Selected 

WELCOME 
TO ALL 

NEW SUBSCRl6ERS 

Keep informed about conditions 
existing among Lutherans and on 

the Church Front. 

SUBSCRlPTlONS MAKE 
EXCELLENT GIFTS 

BE SURE TO RENEW 

$2.00 a Year-Anywhere 
Use Subscription Blanks 

or Coupons Included 

FROM OUR CATECHISM 
On The Fourth Commandment 

What does God forbid in the Fourth 
Commandment? 

God forbids us to despise our par- 
ents and other superiors by disregard- 
ing their dignity or provoking them 
to just anger by disobedience or by and 
other kind of wickedness. 

What does God reqtcire of us in the 
Fourth Commandment? 

God requires us- - 
A. To honor our parents and other 

superiors, that is, to regard them 
as God’s representatives. 

B. To servo our parents and other 
superiors by gladly doing for 
them what we can. 

C. To obey our parents and other 
superiors in all things in which 
God has placed them over us. 

D. To love and esteem (respect) 
our parents and superiors as 
precious gifts of God. 

NOTICE TO SUBSCRIBERS! 

Please notify Business Manager, Mr. 

August Luft, i 133 Oregon St., Coos 

Bay, Ore., of any change of address 
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The Orthodox Lartheran 
1733 Oregon Street 

COOS BAY, OREGON 

Return Postage Guaranteed 

Come, Holy Ghost, God and Lord! 
Be all Thy graces now outpoured 
On each believer’s mind and heart; 
Thy fervent love to them impart. 
Lord, by the brigbtness of Thy light, 
Thou in the faith dost men unite 
Of ev’ry land and ev’ry tongue; 
This to Thy praise, 0 Lord, our God, 

be sung. 
Hallelu jab! Hallelujah! 

Thou holy Light, Guide Dtvinfe, 
Oh, cause the Word of Life to shine! 
Teach us to know our God arigbt 
And call Him Father with delight. 
From ev’ry error keep us free; 
Let none but Christ our Master be 
Tbat we in living faith abide, 
Pn Him, our Lord, with all our might 

confide. 
Hallelujah! Hallelujah! 

Thou holy Fire, Comfort true, 
Grant us the will Thy work to do 
And in Thy service to abide; 
Let trials turn us not aside. 
Lord, by Thy pow’r prepare each heart 
And to our weakness strength impart 
That bravely here we may contend, 
Tbro’ lifie and death to Thee, our 

Lord, ascend. 
Hallelujah! Hallelu jab! 

-Dr. Martin Luther 

1 USE THIS ORDER BLANK TODAY! I 

THE ORTHODOX LUTHERAN 
1133 Oregon Street, Coos Bay, Oregon 

Date------ -----------------.- e-m_. ------w--.-y..- 

For the enclosed $-------------- please enter _-_-___-_- - - renew----.---.- __ _ 

subscription for the Orthodox Lutheran to: (Names and Addresses) 

_______ -_---------__---_------- _____ - -__- - ___________._____-..____ __---_- - 

_______ --__----------------m---e---- ---__- - -_---__- - ____.. -.__ _..- - ______-_ 

____________---_--_-----------------------------------~-- -_- - -__--- -_- 

(Subscription rate for the Orthodox Lutheran is $Z.OO per year) 


