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Rightly did the fathers compose the 
Creed, or Symbol, in the simple form 
repeated by Christian children: “.I 
believe in God the Father Almighty, 
Maker of heaven and earth, and in 
Jesus Christ his only Son . . . I believe 
in the Holy Ghost.” This confession 
we did not devise, nor did the fathers 
of former times. As the bee collect 
honey from many fair and gay flow 
ers, so is this Creed collected, in ap- 

propriate brevity, from the books of 
the beloved prophets and apostles- 
from the entire holy Scriptures-for 
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children and for unlearned Christians. 
It is fittingly called the “Apostle’s 
Symbol,” or “Apostle’s Creed.” For 
brevity and clearness it could not have 
been better arranged, and it has re- 
mained in the Church from ancient 
time. It must either have been com- 
posed by the apostles themselves or it 
was collected from their writings and 
sermons by their ablest disciples. 

only-begotten Son. Christians have 
confessed for fifteen hundred years; 
indeed9 such has been the confession 
of believers since the beginning of the 
world. Though not employing pre- 
cisely these words, yet this has been 
their faith and profession. 

It begins ‘7. believe”. In whom? “In 
God the Father.” This is the first per- 
son in the Godhead. For the sake of 
clear distinction, the peculiar attribute 
and office in which each person man- 
ifests Himself is briefly expressed. 
With the first it is the work of cre- 
ation. True, creation is not the work 
of one individual person, but of the 
one divine, eternal essence as such. 
We must say, God the Father, God 
the Son and God the Holy Spirit 

created heaven and earth. Yet that 
work is more especially predicated of 
the person of the Father, the first 
person, for the reason that creation is 
the ,only work of the Father in which 
He has stepped forth out of conceal- 
ment into observation; it is the first 
work wrought by the divine Majesty 
upon the creature. By the word “Fath- 
er” He is particularly and. rightly dis- 
tinguished from the other persons of 
the Trinity. It indicates Him as the 
first person, derived from no other, 
the Son and the Holy Spirit having 
existence from Him. 

The first designation of God the 
Son makes him the only Son of God. 
Although angels are called sons of 
the Lord our God, and even Christians 
are termed His children, yet no one 
of these is said to be the “only” or 
“only begotten” Son. Such is the ef- 
fect of Christ’s birth from the Father 
that He is unequaled by any creature, 
not excepting even the angels. For He 
is in truth and by nature the Son of 
God the Father; that is, He is of the 
same divine, eternal, untreated essence. 
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Continuing, the Creed says, I be- 
lieve in another who is also God. For 
to believe is something we owe to no 
being but God alone. Who is this 
second person? Jesus Christ, God’s 

Next comes the numeration of the 
acts peculiar to Him: “‘Who was con- 
ceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the 
Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, was crucified, dead and buried. 
He descended into hell; on the third 
day He rose again from the dead; He 
ascended into heaven, and sits at the 
right hand of God the Father Al- 
mighty; from thence He shall come to 
judge the quick and the dead.” The 
distinct personality of the Son is thuc, 
demonstrated by acts peculiar to Him- 
self. Not the Father and not the Holy 
Spirit, but the Son alone, assumed 
h.uman nature of flesh and blood, like 
unto ours, to suffer, die, rise again 
and ascend into heaven. 

In the third place we confess, “I 
believe in the Holy Ghost.” Here 
again a distinct person is named, yet 
one in divine essence with the Father 



and the Son; for we must believe in 
no one but the true God, in obedience 
to _ the first commandment:. “I am 
Jehovah thy God . . . Thou shalt 
have no other gods before me.” 

Thus briefly this confession com- 
prehends the unity of the divine cs- 
sence- we accept and worship only 
one God-and the revealed truth that 
in the Trinity are three distinct per- 
sons. The same distinction. is indi- 
cated in Holy Baptism; we are bap- 
tized into the faith of one God, yet 
Christ co>mmands us to baptize “into 
the name of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit.” 

The peculiarity of this third person 
is the fact that He proceeds from 
both the Father and the Son. He is 
therefore called also the Spirit of 
the Father and the Son; He is poured 
into the hum.an heart and reveals 
Himself in the gathering of the Church 
of Christ in all tongues. Through the 
Word of the Gospel He enlightens 
and kindles the hearts of men unto 
one faith, sanctifying, quickening and 
saving them. 

So the Creed confesses three per- 
sons as comprehended in one divine 
essence, each one, however, retaining 
h’s distinct personality; and in order 
that the simple Christian may recog 
r.ix that there is but one divine es- 
sence and one God, who is tri-per- 
sona 1, a special work, peculiar to Him- 
self, is ascribed to each person. And 
such acts, peculiar to each person, are 
mentioned for the reason that thus 
a confusion of persons is avoided. To 
the Father we ascribe the work of cre- 

ation; to the Son the work of redemp- 
tion; to the Holy Spirit the power to 
forgive sins, to gladden, to strengthen, 
to transport from death to life eternal. 

The thought is not that the Father 
alone is the Creator, the Son alone 
Redeemer and the Holy Spirit alone 
Sanctifier. The creation and preserva- 
tion of the universe, atonement for sin 
a.nd its forgiveness, resurrection from 
the dead and the gift of eternal life-- 
all these are operations of the Divine 
Majesty as such. Yet the Father is 
especially emphasized in the work of 
xeation, which proceeds originally from 
Him as the first person; the Son is 
emphasized in the redemption he has 
accomplished in his own person; and 
the Holy Spirit in the peculiar work 
of sanctification, which is both His 
mission and revelation. Such distinc 
tion is made for the purpose of afford 
ing Christians the unqualified assur- 
ance that there is but one God and 
yet three persons in the one divine es- 
sence- truths the sainted fathers have 
faithfully gathered from the writings 
of Moses, the prophets, and the apost- 
les, and which they have maintained 
against all heretics.--Epistle Sermon, 
Trinity Sunday (Lenker Edition, Vol. 
IX, No. 16-23) . 

NOTICE TO SUBSCRIBERS! 

Please notify Business Manager, Mr 

August Luft, 1133 Oregon St., Coos 

Bay, Ore., of any change of address 
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A Trinity Hymn 
The mystery bidden from the eyes Be glad, my heart, thy Portion see, 

Of learned men and sages, Thy priceless Pearl and Treasure! 

God bath revealed us from the skies, He is thy Friend, supply will He 

In Scripture’s holy pages, 
Thy needs with bou.nteous measure; 

That He alone is King above 
He made thee in His image, was 

For thy offenses smitten, 
All other gods whatever, With true faith fill thee, through His 

Great, mighty, faithful, full of love, grace 
His people’s Shield and Savior; Dotb all thy crosses sweeten 

One Essence, But Three Persons, With His dear Word of promise. 

As Father, Son, and Holy Ghost 0 Prince of Might, Thy mercy show, 
The righteous seed adore Him; Thou God of leartb and heaven; 

So named, so praised, He is the boast To every sinner here below 
Of all who bow before Him; Thy saving grace be given! 

Hie’s Abraham’s and Isaac’s God, Bring buck Thy sb,eep that go astray 
And ]acob,s, whom He knowetb, And blinded eyes enlighten, 

The Lord of hosts, who every good, And turn Thou everything awq 

Both night and day, bestowetb; That wickedly might frighten 
Who only worketb wonders. Tbine own, whose faith is feeble. 

Grunt this, that we, Thy people, may 
Ail reach the heavenly portals 

And in Thy kingdom ;ing for aye 
Mid all the blest immortals 

That Thou, 0 Lord, art King alone, 
Above all gods whatever, 

The Father, Son, and Spirit, One, 
Thy people’s Shield and Savior, 

One Essence, but Three Persons! 
-Paul Gerhardt, 1666 

WELCOME TO ALL NEW SUBSCRIBERS 

Keep Informed About Conditions Existing Among l&herons and on the 
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“Thou hast made summer.” Ps. 74, l7b 

The month of June is almost past. 
With this month we usually associate 
the beginning of summer; graduation 
exercises with their solemn processions 
of capped and gowned students; wed- 
dings amide floral settings of unusual 
beauty; and last, but not least, the 
start of many vacations. 

For the Christian the month of 
June also brings with it the beginning 
of the non-festival half of the church 
year. Having praised the Triune God 
on the Feast of the Holy Trinity, May 
27, we now enter that season of the 
church year when many Christians 
become guilty of a noticeable neglect 
of things spiritual. Strange, but true, 
during the months that follow church 
attendance often declines, and the 
so-called summer “lull” sets in. This 
is indeed a re,grettable fact and one 
which cannot be warned against too 
often. 

The Psalmist says, “Thou hast 
made summer.” We should remember 
that this season, like the others, comes 
from God and is to be used by us 
wisely and properly. Why should any- 
one become lax concerning church and 
God’s Word during the summer 
months? Would we forget to eat a 
meal during summer? So, our souls 
must. continue to receive the s’piritual 
nourishment which God offers in His 
blessed Word, and that is necessary 
also during summer. What if God 
would become lax and withhold His 
care, preservation, and protection dur- 
ing June, July, August and Septem- 

ber? Left to ourselves, we would find 
our situation a hopeless predicament. 
Hence no more serious indictment can 
be raised against Christians than this 
that many of them grow weary along 
spiritual lines during the summer 
months. 

‘This sad state of affairs compels 
us all to examine our own lives, mend 
our ways, and show God that we are 
interested in Him and His Word also 
in summer. May we never neglect 
spiritual matters, but remain true to 
God, diligently study and follow His 
Word, and regularly attend divine 
services and Bible classes. Also dur- 
ing the summer months these Scripture 
passages apply: “Not forsaking the 
assembling of ourselves together, as 
the manner of some is,“Heb. 10, 25. 
“He that is of God heareth God’s 
words.” John 8, 47. “Lord, I have 
loved the habitation of Thy house 
and the place where Thine honor 
dwelleth.” Ps. 26, 8. “Let the Word of 
Christ dwell in you richly.” Col. 3, 16. 
“Blessed are they that hear the Word 
of God and keep it.” Luke 11, 28. 

God help us to be faithful to Him 
at all times! -0.w.s. 

“Search me, 0 God, and know my 
heart: try me, and know my thoughts: 
And see if there be any wicked way in 
me, and lead me in the way everlast- 
ing.” Ps. 139~23’24. 
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h-hpkdufi 
LESSON 5 

THE FIRST COMMANDMENT 

Port III 

ITS REQUIREMENTS 

Which is the first commandment? 
Answer: “Tb OU Shdlt hdW IlO Other 
gods before Me.” 

fearefb the Lord.‘” Joseph feared God 
above all things when he refused to 
be enticed by the wife of Potiphar 
his master, and said to her (Gen.. 39: 9) 
“How then can 1 do this great wicked- 
ness and sin against God?” So it is 
that (Prov. 16:6) “by the fear of the 
Lord men depart from evil.” 

What does this mean? “We should 
fear, love and trust in God above all 
things.” 

When God gave His command- 
ments at Mt. Sinai, He introduced 
Himself saying (Ex. 20:2) “1 am t/x 
Lord tby God.” He here assures us 
that He is the God of each individual 
(Thy God) the Lord ‘Who has kept 
His promises and will keep them. 
Moreover by faith in Christ Jesus 
.we have become His children (Gal. 
3:26), and He our dear heavenly 
Father. So it is our dear heavenl) 
Father Who commands “Thou shalt 
have no other gods before Me.” Who 
commands us to fear, love and trust 
in Him above all things. Let us then 
as dear children, study to know how 
we may keep this commandment and 
so please our God and Father. 

When God said (Gen. 17: 2) : “I rt~z 
the Almighty God, walk before Me 
and with Me and be thou perfect,” 
His appeal to Abraham was to (Ecci. 
12:13) rrfear God and keep His com- 
mandments.” To walk before God is to 
walk in His presence. And to be per- 
fect before Him is to love what He 
loves, and to hate what He hates. 
Job 28:28: “Behold the fear of the 
Lord, that is wisdom: and to depura 
from evil is und,erstanding.” And Prov. 
8: 13: “The fear of the Lord is to hate 
evil.” Note also the promise (Prov. 
13~27) “The fear of the Lord pro- 
iongetb days, but the years of the 
wicked shall be shortened.” So then 
(Psa. 33: 8) rrLpt all the earth fedr 
the Lord: let all the inhabitants of the 
world stand in awe of Him.” 

We should fear God dbOW all 
things. After Adam and Eve had eaten 
of the forbidden fruit, they were 
afraid and sought to hide themselves 
from God. They were in fear of pun- 
ishment for their sin (Gen. 3:8-10). 
But fear of punishment is not the fear. 
that God requires in His command- 
ments. Truly to fear God is to honor 
and respect Him above all things and 
keep oneself from sin. Prov. 14 : I : 
PrHe that walketh in His uprightness 
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We should love God above all 
things. We love God above all things 
when we have more love for Him 
than for anything else. Truly to love 
God is to desire Him, to long to be 
with Him. Psa. 73 :25: “Whom have 
1 in heaven but Thee? and there are 
none upon earth that I desire beside 
Thee.” And Psa. 84:2: rrMy soul long- 
eth, yea, ev~3.z fainteth for the courts 
of the Lord: my heart-crietb out fs 
the living God.” To find pleasure in 
doing whatever God commands is 
proof that one loves Him. Psa. 119: 35 



rrMake me to go in the way of Tby 
commandments; for therein do I de- 
light.” And I John 5:3: “This is the 
love of God (1 ove for God) that we 
keep His commandments.” Abraham 
left his country, his kindred, and his 
father’s house, to go forth to a land 
of which He knew nothing (Gen. 
12:l-14)) because he loved God. He 
was also willing to offer up Isaac 
(Gen. 22: l-14j b ecause he loved God 
more than his son. I John 3: 18: “Let 
us not love in word, neither in tongue; 
but in deed and in trutb.s’ 

We should trust in God above ah 
tbings. To trust in God is to rely fully 
on His promises, and to put one’s 
whole dependence upon Him. David 
trusted in the Lord when he went 
out against Goliath, and the Lord de- 
livered the giant into his hands (I 
Sam. 17:45-50). When the Assyrians 
came up against Jerusalem and sought 
to destroy the people’s trust in God 
(Isa. 36) , Hezekiah, the king, turned 
to the Lord (Isa. 37: 1,2), trusted in 
HIS promise of deliverance (Isa. 37: 
6,?), and saw the danger turned away 
(Isa. 37: 36) . Daniel prayed to the 
Lord in defiance of the king’s .decree, 
and the Lord delivered him from the 
den of lions (Dan. 6: 10,22). Daniel’s 
three friends, Shadrach, Meshach, and 
Abednego, also kept this command- 
ment when they refused to worship 
the golden image (Dan. 3: 16-18), and 
the Lord delivered them from the 
king’s wrath and from the fiery furn- 
ace (Dan. 3: 24-30) . These all ex- 
perienced the truth of the Scripture 
(Psa. 118:8) : “It is better to trust in 
the Lord than to put confidence in 

man.” Therefore (Prov. 3: 5,6) rrTrust 
in the Lord- wit;7 all tbine heart and 
lean not unto tb,ine own understand- 
ing. In all thy ways acknowledge 
Him, and He shall direct thy paths.” 

In this commandment God clam-m 
our hearts; for fear, love and trust 
are found in the heart. Indeed His 
claim includes our whole life, all that 
we have and are. Prov. 4: 23: “Keep 
thy heart with all diligence; for out of 
it are the issues of life.” For this reason 
also, our Catechism begins the mean- 
ing of each of the other nine com- 
mandments with the- wo,rd,s, rrI/tTe 
sfiould fear and -love God, signifying 
that obedience to all God’s command- 
ments must proceed from the heart:. 
from the true fear and love of God. 
The fear of God should keep us from 
doing what He forbids. The love for 
God should prompt us to do what He 
requires. 

And yet we cannot keep God’s cm2- 
mandments nor obtain salvation by 
our own power and goodness; for we 
sin much every day and truly deserve 
nothing but punishment. But (Gal. 
4:4,5) “God sent forth His Son m.ade 
(born) of a woman, made (born) 
under the Law, to redeem tb,em tbgt 
were under the Law.” Christ, our dezr 
Savior kept .God’s Law perfectly, and 
suffered the penalty of the La:v 
(death) in our stead and for us, that 
we and all men might be saved. If we 
truly believe this, God has forgiven 
all our sins and is giving us the grace 
to walk in the way of His command- 
ments. Heb. 11: 6: But witbout fait !I 
(this God-given faith) it is imp3ssible 
to please Him.” -J.E.S. 
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HAS THE MISSOURI SYNOD CHANGED? 

NEW MISSOURI 

“The Eighteenth Luther Academy 
will be held at Wartburg Seminary, 
Dubuque, Iowa, July 10-19. 

“Speakers for this summer’s acad- 
emy include Dr. Samuel M. Miller- 
Bib,le Study; Dr. George F. Hall- 
The Missionary Task in Tanganyika; 
R. Howard Tilman K&t-Aspects of 
the Chris,tian Evangel; Mayor Fran’k 
P. Zeidler-Christian Statesmanship; 
Dr. John C. Trever - Dead Sea 
Scrolls; Dr. Emil W. Matzner-The 
14bsolute Personality of God in Some 
of Its Practical Applications; Dr. Ed- 
win Moll-Jerusalem Then and Now; 
and Dr. 0. P. Kretpnan-A Personal 
Philosophy of Life for the Twentieth 
,Century Preacher. 

“Registrations are to be made with 
Profesor Wm. D. Streng, Dean of 
the Academy.” (The Lutheran Broth- 
erhood Bond, May, 1956). 

Dr. 0. P. Kretzman ranks as one 
of the foremost unionists in the Mis- 
:ouri Synod. He is one of the original 
44 signers of “A Statement.” (Ed.) 

OLD MISSOURI 

“Since religious unionism is forbid- 
den by all those Scripture passages 
in which the Lord warns against false 
doctrine and false teachers, Matt. 7: ‘15 
16:16; Rom. 16: 17,18; Eph. 4: 14; I’ 
John 4: I; 2 John 9-11; Gal. 1: 6-9; 
I Tim 4: 1-7, etc., and all those Scrip- 
ture passages in which the Lord asks 
Christians, and encourages them, to 
abide strictly by His Word, John 8: 
31,32; 17: 14, 17; I Cor. 15: 57,58; 
2 Thess. 2:13-15; 2 Tim. 4: 1-5, etc., 
a pastor and his congregation should 
not take part in unionistic religious 
movements of any kind, unionistic 
church services, unionistic church 
work, and the like. 

“Joining in religious worship or in 
religious work or in both by such as, 
are not in doctrinal agreement, or, in. 
other words, joint work or worship by 
which the truth is either denied or the 
appearance of denial, or at least of 
indif ferentism, is given, is religious 
unionism.” (Pastoral Theology) 

A BRIEF EXPLANATION 

The article on UNIONISM which is forcefully rejected by the author 
appeared in the February issue of the of this article and the entire Orthodox 
Qrthcdox Lutheran, pages 25-28, con- Lutheran Conference. You will note 
tains simple paraphrases of the pass- that in this article on UNIONISM as 
ages cited by the author. These para- well as in his series of BRIEF LES- 
phrases are in no way to be confused SONS in Chris,tian Doctine, the auth- 
with the new REVISED STAND- or, throughout, in direct quotations, 
ARD VERSIOlN of the Bible which uses the King James Verron. ---Ed. 
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OUR SINFUL FLESH 
T What is to be understood by the word “flesh”? 1. 

II. 

A. In this connection flesh does not refer to the body of a person (all flesh 
is as grass), but to the whole nature of a person which has been car 
rupted by original sin. John 3:6; Rom. 7:20,23; 8:7; I Cor. 2: 14 

8. To the flesh are ascribed: 
1. Lusts and passions. Gal. 5: 16,24 
2. Works. Gal. 5:19-21 

The flesh still adheres to the Christian. 
A. By faith in Christ a Christian is a (‘new man” (Eph. 4:24; Col. 3: li3), 

but in this life the Christian retains his sinful nature (Eph. 4:22; 2 Cor. 
4: 16; Rom. 7:18). 

B. There is a constant struggle going on within a Christian between his 
new nature and his old nature. Gal. 5.: 17; Rom. 7: 18-25 

C. There is no such thing as perfect sanctification- in this life for the 
Christian. Rom. 7: 18-19; I John 1:8; Hebrews .12: 1. Think also of the 
sins and imperfections of Abraham (Gen. 12) ; Hezekiah (2 Kings 2oj ; 
Elijah (I Kings 19) ; Peter (Matt. 19; Gal. 2) ; Paul (Rom. 7) ; Sarah 
(Gen. 18) ; David (2 Samuel 11) . 

D. Show that imperfection dare not serve as an excuse to serve the flesh. 
Eph. 5:5-7 

III. Our sinful flesh- 
A. does not understand spiritual things. I Cor. 2: 14 
B. is an enemy of God. Rom. 8:7 
C. does not want to do good, but seeks to avoid it by excuses. 
D. does not want to bear the cross, but seeks only “good times”. Luke 12: 19 
E. wars unceasingly against the “new man” in the Christian. I Pet. 2: 11 

IV. What shall we do with our sinful flesh? 
A. In this life we Christians cannot escape from our flesh. It does no good 

to lead a life of seclusion. (Monastery, etc.) 
B. We should crucify and mortify the flesh. Gal. 5:24; Rom. 8:13; Matt. 

18:8,9 
1. This does not mean self-mutilation and self-torture, but rather that 

under no circumstances the flesh be given its way. Think of the 
Apostle Paul! I Cor. 9:27; Gal. 2:20 

2. We should avoid all opportunity to sin. I Cor. 6: 18; I Thess. 5:22 
3. Be car.eful lest we place undue emphasis upon the body. I Tim. 4:8; 

Matt. 6:25; Matt. lo:28 
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V. The Christian’s battle against his flesh- 
A. does not only consist in refraining from grievous outward sins, but also 

in striving after pure thoughts, desires and words. Ps. 51: 10 
B. is difficult. Rom. 7:19-24 
C. is a slow process. Phil. 3 : 15 

VI. The only means which helps us to be victorious over our sinful flesh is the 
Gospel of our blessed Savior. Rom. 12: 1; I John 4: l&19; Phil. 4: 13 

VII. Other weapons of which we Christian.s can make use in our battle against 
our flesh are: 
A. diligent prayer. Matt. 26:41 
B. earnest meditation upon the brevity of life. Ps. 39:4,5 
C. the certainty of the coming Judgement. 2 Pet. 3 
D. moderation m eating, drinking, etc. Eph. 5: 18 

-M.L.N. 

OBJECTIONS TO INFANT BAPTISM ANSWERED 
NOTE.-The doctrine of Baptism 

has been variously assailed, from the 
days of the early Church down to the 
present time. That Baptism was un- 
necessary, especially for children, and 
that only grown persons could have 
any benefit from it, were early heresies. 
Many delayed being baptized until 
they were on their deathbed, while 
others repeated the rite several times. 
Especially the practise of infant bap- 
tism has been assailed by various 
sects, and is condemned as unscrip- 
tural and unnecessary by some to the 
present day. 

FIRST OBJECTION - When 
Christ commanded His apostles to 
make disciples of all nations, He did 
not take children into account. 

ANSWER-A nation is composed 
of old and young. Christ does not 
especially mention children in the 
command to baptize, because the 
apostles knew that such were included. 
even as they were included in the 
command to circumcise under the Old 

Testament dispensation. The Savior 
emphasizes only two things, viz.: 
Baptism is to take the place of circum- 
cision, and instead o.f their working 
among one nation they should go out 
among all nations. 

SECOND OBJECTION--In con- 
nection with Baptism Christ also speaks 
of faith. But to believe is to perform 
a conscious act, something which in- 
fants obviously cannot do. 

ANSWER-This is not only human 
reasoning, but faulty reasoning at 
that. To believe is to perform a cons- 
cious act, but not always. A person 
who with fear and trepidation pre- 
sents a petition to his dread monarch 
has often no hope at all. His faith is 
only an ardent desire. The publican 
with his petition, Luke 18: 13, the 
father of the son with a dumb spirit, 
Mark 9:24, are examples of such un- 
conscious believers. And to such Christ 
ministered, according to the promise 
of old: “But to this man will I looBE, 
even to him that is poor and of a 
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contrite spirit, and trembleth at My 
Word.” (Is. .66:2.) Again: Without 
faith it is impossible to please God 
(Heb. 11:6.), and he that believeth 
not shall be damned (Mark 16: 16.). 
But if faith is always a conscious act, 
how could a sleeping person be a 
Christian? Or how, then, could a per- 
son dying while asleep, or during un- 
consciousness, escape condemnation? 

Christ solves the seeming mystery 
best of all. He says of certain small 
children that they 6&eve on Him 
(Matt. 18: 6.) , and that, if we would 
enter the kingdom of heaven, we must 
become as they (v,. 3.). At His trium- 
phant entry into Jerusalem He was 
hailed as King, not only by the adult 
population, but also by “babes and 
sucklings” (Matt. 21: 15-16.) ; and He 
reproved those who tried to stop them. 

THIRD OBJECTION-In conjunc- 
tion with Baptism Christ also enjoins 
teaching. And the apostles seem to 
have followed this practise. In Acts 
2:41, it is related how only those 
were baptized who received the tearh- 
ingr of ,the apostle. ccBabes and suck- 
lings” cannot thus be instructed. 

-ANSWER-The practise of the 
apostles is neither here nor elsewhere 
fully described. But it is preposterous 
to conclude that among the families 
baptized on Pentecost there should 
have been no children. Likewise, when 
it is related in Acts 16 that “Lydia and 
her household were baptized,” also 
the keeper of the prison at Philippi 
“and all his,” we rightly conclude that 
children were included. And certainly 
the contrary cannot be established. 
(See also Acts 18:8; 1 Car. 1:16.). 

The older translation of the Bible 
is much to blame for the view that 
baptism must follow teaching only. If 
the reading, “Go ye and teach all 
nations,” in Matt. 28;19, had been 
rendered, “Go ye and make disciple 
of all nations, baptizing them,” etc., 
as the original Greek has it, many a 
sincere truth-seeker would not have 
fallen a prey to designing proselyters. 

FOURTH OBJECTION - There 
is no way in which we can communi- 
cate with, or exert influence on, the 
soul of a child; hence anything that 
we may do is of no avail. 

ANSWER-A bud is not the flow- 
er in full bloom, and yet the whole 
flower is in the bud. The suckling is 
not very old before, like a bud, it 
unfolds its latent powers. Besides, it 
is not man who influences the soul 
of a child-or an adult’s, for that 
matter-but God, through His means 
of grace. 

Of Jeremiah God says: “Before I 
formed thee, I knew thee; before thou 
camest forth, I sanctified thee.” (Jer. 
I: 5.) . And of John the Baptist: “He 
shall be filled with the Holy Ghost, 
even from his mother’s womb.” (Luke 
1: 15.). 

The point her e is not that the Lord 
gave these two children the Holy 
Ghost, but that they received it eariier 
thnn others, who received it on the 
eighth day after their birth, at C~YCU~~Z- 
cision. For as Abraham received the 
si,gn of circumcision as a seal of righte 
eousness of faith (Rom. 4: 11.)) so 
this same sign became the same seal 
unto the children who were circum- 
cised. In like manner God, now, 
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through Baptism, also influences the 
child’s spiritual life, and gives it the 
Holy Ghost. 

FIFTH OB JECITON-The child- 
ren at birth have no need of being in- 
Fluenced by God or man; for, accord- 
ing to Rom. 5 : 18, “as by the offense of 
one judgment came upon all men to 
condemnation, even so by the right- 
eousness of One the free gift came 
upon all men unto justification of 
life” ; and this can apply fully only 
when innocent childhood is taken into 
account. 

ANSWER-Only one child born 
into this world was born without sin. 
All others are conceived in sin and 
shapen in iniquity (Ps. 5 1: 5.) ; all 
have sinned, and come short of the 
Glory of God (R om. 3:23.)‘; and ex- 
cept a man be born again, born of 
‘water and of the Spirit, he cannot 
enter into the kingdom of God (John 
3:3-5.). 

As to Rom. 5: 18, the apostle ex- 
plains in the preceding verse how he 
wishes the declaration, “Free gift 
came upon all men”, understood. He 
says: “For if by the trespasses of the 
one, death reigned through the one, 
much more shall they that receive the 
abundance of grace and of the gift 
of righteousness reign in life through 
the One, even Jesus Christ.” There is 
abundance of grace for all, but only 
they profit by it who “receiye” it, i.e. 
believe it. 

The Jews believed that they, as a 
matter of course, would surely be saved 
because they were the descendants of 
Abraham; but the apostle says explic- 
itly: “They which are of faith, the 

same are the children of Abraham.” 
(Gal. 3:7; Rom. 9:8.). 

SIXTH OBJECTION - Baptism 
of the Spirit is the only regenerating 
baptism. Water baptism is of no avail 

ANSWER-To argue thus is to 
put asunder what God has joined to- 
gether. God is not bound to certain 
means, it is true, but we are; and the 
few examples of God’s extraordinary 
workings- are only exceptions that at- 

test the rule. The apostles on Pente- 
cost promised the remission of sins 
and the gift of the Holy Ghost only 
to those who would be baptized. (Acts 
2: 38.) . God co~uld, undoubtedly, kindle 
faith in man’s heart without means, 
but He has bound us to the use of 
His Word, and promised salvation 
only to those who use it and accept 
it. (Rom. 10:8-18.). 

To call Christian Baptism “water- 
baptism” is to talk disrespectful of a 
divine ordinance. 

Naaman the Syrian found fault 
with the. treatment which the prophet 
Elisha told him to use for his leprosy; 
but when he listened to counsel and 
used it, he became clean. (2 Kings 5. j . 
When God has ordained the Sacra- 
ments of Baptism, and through it give.; 
salvation and the Holy Ghost (Titus 
3:5.) , ‘it behooves us to praise and 
give thanks, instead of finding fault, 
To say with Calvin that “Stir-it ai4 
water (John 3 : 5.) is 
Spirit which is water” is 
to the Scriptures. (See 
Rel., IV, 16,251). 

I 

the same as 
doing violence 
his Institution 

-The Difference, I. G. Monson, 
pp. 57-59. 
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IT e preaching, teaching and profession, of divine truth in all its purity, ani 
the administration of the sacraments in full accordance with th:eir divine institu- 
tion, are the criteria of the true or orthodox visible church of Christ on earth. 
Doct. Theology. 

John 8:3 l-32: Th en said Jesus to those Jews which believed on him, If ye 
tontinue in my word, then are ye my disciples indeed; and yc shall know the truth, 
and the truth shall m.ake you free. 

Matt. 28:2O: Tcuching them to ob.cerve all things whtsoever I have com- 
manded you: and, lo, I urn with you alwnys, even unto the end of the world. 
Amen. 
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