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There is a certain way on which all
people must travel. It. is the way along
which time takes our bodies from birth
to death and decay. It is the way of all
flesh . . . But there is another Way,
the Way which leads to the Father in
heaven. No one is forced to follow
this Way and it is a Way which many
reject. Jesus declares: “I am the Way
no man cometh to the Father, but
by ‘Me.”
Because all men are sinners by nature, there is a great wall of separation
which stands between man and God.

We are separated from God by sin
and there is not one thing which we
can do, of ourselves, to come to God.
There is no way which we can find in
ourselves, through our own good works
or resolutions, by which we can come
to the “Father’s house”. But our
Savior exclaims: “I am the Way.” He
is the only means by which we can
come to the Father. Through Him
alone the great wall of sin which separates all mankind from God is broken
sins are all washed away
d own-our
in His atoning blood. Jesus is, therefore, the Way to heaven for aC2men.
And all of those who have found in
Jesus the Way to the Father’s house
discount all of their own good works
as helping them to gain heaven and
put their trust alone in Jesus blood
and righteousness for the forgiveness
of sins and life everlasting.
So we see that there are not many
ways which lead to heaven, but only
ONE WAY . . . and that Way is
through the crucified and risen Savior
who by His suffering, death, and resurrection paved the Way to heaven for
all men, that whosoever believeth in
Him should not perish but have everlasting life. This all-important Truth
needs to be emphasized greatly in our
day when even many of those who
call themselves Christians have put
Christ out of their religon by not
acknowledging Him as the only Way
to heaven, the only way to eternal
salvation. All who deny that Jesus
Chris,t is true God, must also deny
His miracles and resurrection; they
make Christ a liar and must also deny
His full and complete atonement for
-
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the sins of all men. All those who
think of Christ only as a great teacher-one whose example we should follow-but
do not believe that Christ,
the Son of God, lived, suffered, and
died in our .stead, deny that Christ is
the Way to God and to heaven.
Jesus says: ?I am the Way.” Every
Christian sermon must, therefore, lead
us to Christ--else it has missed its
true purpose. Sunday School teachers
must, therefore, lead the children to
Jesus as their Savior-this must be the
chief purpose of eve+ Sunday School
lesson. Christian parents are to build
their homes around Christ and keep
their family with Jesus. He is the only
Way to heaven ! “I am the Way.”
-P.R.B.

CONVENTION
The

NOTICE

Sixth

Annual
Convention
of the
Orthodox
Lutheran
Conference
Wilmot,
South Dakota
August
18-20

Pre-convention Meeting of the Board
of Directors will be held on the evening of August 17th.

OFFICIAL

ANNOUNCEMENT

Pastor Luther H!allstein of Winter
Haven, Florida, having subscribed to
OUR DECLARATION,
is’ herewith acknowledged with gratitude to the Lord as our brother in
the faith.
E. L. Mehlberg, President
Orthodox Lutheran Conference

(The following article is reprinted from our February, 1956, issue so that those
who wish to be informed may know when our words are misused by others,
either out of context or substituted by half truths and fabrication.)

(Principles adopted at our Special Pastoral Conference,
Tinley Park, January 18-19, 1956)
I.
We acknowledge and declare that Dr. P. E. Kretzmann? by his declaration
in his undated release received by .our President and Vice-president on December
5 and 6, 1955, has terminated hi.s fellowship with us as of December 31, 1955.
Those who share this declaration of his, namely, “LJnless the men (and others)
who share Pastor E. C. sllstein’s
position will withdraw their sinful charges
against me by December 31, 1955, I SHALL NO LONGER CONSIDER
THEM: EITHER INDIVIDUAL.LY
OR COLLECTIVELY,
A4S BRETHREN IN THE FAITH,”
h ave also terminated their fellowship with us. They
have compelled us, therefore, in obedience to the Holy Scriptures, 1 Cor. 1: 10,
1 John 2:19; Rom. 16:17,18, no longer to regard them as brethren in the faith.
We have been charged with the causing of this break. This cannot be the
case since our fellowship was cut off at the very time when we were striving
to meet together as brethren to discuss differences which had. arisen between us.
The fact that we charged Dr. Kretzmann with error gave him no Scriptural
reason to refuse to consider us “either individually or co;llectively as brethren
Even though Dr. Kretzmann should hold us to be in error, yet
in the faith.”
Romans 16: 17 (to which he appeals against us) does not call for such hasty
action, but the Lord requires much patience and long-suffering among acknowledged brethren, John 13:34; 1 Cor. 13:4; Tim. 2:23-26. This action is sinful
separatism forbidden by the Word of God, Heb. l&25; 1 John 2: 19.
The Orthodox L zdtl 33-m Conference is an organization for brethren united
in the faith (Constitution, Art. V, 1, 2.). The membership is therefore disrupted when the fellowship is disrupted, otherwise the organization itself would
be of a unionistic nature. Those members who support Dr. Kretzmann’s hastyaction have wrongfully disrupted the fellowship and can, therefore, no longer
be recognized by us as bona fide members of the Orthodox Lutheran Conference.
For this reason our brethren could not Scripturally meet with them in the socalled Board Meeting of January 14, 1956, and in our Orthodox Lutheran
Conference Special Pastoral Conference of January 18, 1956. For the same
reason we cannot regard the convention which is proposed to be held by them
on February 4, 1956, or any other meeting proposed or conducted by them as
a bona fide, constitutional meeting of the Orthodox Lutheran Conference.
W’e
shall continue, God willing, to hold our own constitutional Orthodox Luthernn
Conference meetings.
-
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II.
We declare that the congregations of our Conference, because they confess,
teach, and. practice- the Word of God in its. full truth and purity and use the
Sacraments according to Christ’s institution, comprise the true visible church
on eurth, Matt. 28:20; John 8:31,32. We. do not deny that there MAY BE
others, unknown to us, who truly share our Scriptural position in doctrine and
practice.. We hold those to be in error who apply to this doctrine of the true
visible church Scripture passages which pertain only to the invisible Church,
such as John 4:22; Luke 17: 16; lO:33-thus
confusing the two.
We recognize those only as true brethren in the faith who. openly and
publicly acknowledge our Scriptural position in doctrine and practice, 1 Cor.
1: 10. This we designate by the human term: confessior& fellowship.
It is
the Scriptural duty of such heartily to support our work and endeavors and
thus to practice church fellowship with us, otherwise. they are separatistic, 2
Tim. 1:8; 3 John 9.
Such true confessional fellowship does not necessarily require the immediate severance of membership from a heterodox body, nor the joining in
membership with an orthodox organization; but it does require a cessation of
every kind of church fellowship with the corporate body in which outward
membership is still held, 2 Th ess. 3: 14,15. This Scriptural principle we designate by the human term: a true state of confession.
III.
According to the Constitution of the Orthodox Lutheran Conference, we,
the undersigned congregations and their pastors, denounce the threatened unScriptural impeachment proceedings of the faction. We still acknowledge
the President and Vice-president elected by our last convention at Detroit
Lakes,‘ Minnesota, August 20-214 1955, ns bona fide and faithful officers of
the Orthodox Lutheran Conference.
Any who found it difficult to attend, or to send a statement of their
position to, the Special Pastoral Conference, Tinley Park, January 18-19, 1956,
as.well as others, are herewith cordially invited still to join us in our Declaration
and thus continue in their original status with the Orthodox Lutheran Conf ereke, “Endeavoring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace,”
Eph. 4:3.
Their subscription to our De&ration
is to be sent to our President,
and an announcement of their subscription will then be made promptly in the
Orthodox

Lutheran.

All practical matters pertaining to proper order and p,rocedure in the
work of the Orthodox Lutbernn Conference, which are necessitated by the
present ‘unusual situation, will be presented to our next OLC convention as
recommendations of the Board of Directors (the vacancies on the Board and
on various committees to be filled by the President according to the By-Laws
of our Constitution-see
1954 Proceedings).
-
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Inasmuch as the faculty of the Seminary in Minneapolis disavows us ds
brethren in the faith it is impossible for us any longer to regard and support
them as our professors. It also follows that we do not recognize the treasury
or any incumbents in office of the faction group.
If our former brethren communicate with us regarding our position in
these matters, we stand ready to discuss these matters again with them as brethren
as soon as they have retracted and repented of this unscriptural break in
fellowship with us, Gal. 6: 1.
This Declaration is unanimously subscribed to by the following congregations and their pastors:
Christ Lutheran Church, Milwaukee, Wisconsin
E. L. Mehlberg, pastor
Peace Evangelical Lutheran Church, Tinley Park, Ill.
H. David Mensing, pastor
Holy Trinity Orthodox Lutheran Church, Oskaloosa, Ia.
J. Ernest Shufelt, pastor
St. Stephen Evangelical Lutheran Church, Wilmot, S. D.
0. W. Schaefer, pastor
Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church, Clark, S. D.
E. C. Hallstein, pastor
St. John Orthodox Lutheran Church, Lebanon, Ore.
M. L. Natterer, pastor
St. Paul Orthodox Lutheran Church, Empire, Ore.
P. R Bloedel, pastor

OUR ATTITUDE TOWARD THOSE WHO “FOLLOW NOT WITH US”
Luke 9:49,50.
“And John answered and
said, Master,
we saw one casting
out
devils in Thy name; and we forbade him,
because he followth
not with us. And
Jesus said unto him, Forbid him not: for
he that is not against us is for US.”

It is strange that this particular
text is now being appealed to by the
Minneapolis faction to support their
false views on confessional fellowship.
Never before, in any of our old Lutheran writings on Christian doctrine,
can we recall that this text has been
applied in such a manner to confessional fellowship. Lutheran exegetes
have differed in their interpretatio,n
of this passage and it is a Scriptural
principle that such an interpretation
-
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cannot be made to conflict with or
contradict any clear passage of Holy
Writ.
The requirements for true confessional fellowship are clearly set forth
in 1 Cor. 1: 10. The text quoted above,
therefore, cannot be interpreted to
conflict with this plain passage. We
cannot regard ourselves in confessional
fellowship with those who do not follow Christ and His pure Word. In
Luke 9:49,5O John tells Jesus that he
and another apostle recently witnessed
how a man cast out demons in the
name of Jesus, and that they forbade
him to continue that practice, because

he was not, like the Apostles, in’ a
continual and permanent following of
Christ. But Jesus declares: “Forbid
him not: for he that is not against us
is for us.” The fact that the Apostles
were especially equipped with the gift
of healing and of casting out devils
did not exclude the possibility that
also other believers may possess similar powers. Whether this man did not
wholly follow Jesus because of weakness of faith, or whether the two
Apostles only criticized him because he
did what they thought to be their
exclusive prerogative is a question
which is answered differently by different exegetes. In the first case Jesus
simply would be acknowledging the
acts also of a weak believer, in the
second case He would merely be stating that the miraculous gifts were not

limited only to the Apostles. And so,
in accordance with Jesus’ words,
neither do we forbid those of other
denominations or synods to teach or
preach “in the name of Jesus”. VSre
a.cknowledge the fact that there are
certainly also true believers in heterodox church bodies and also that a
pastor who does not teach and uphold
the Word of God in its full truth and
purity, nevertheless, through whatever
Gospel Truths he does present, may
lead many to heaven and eternal life.
Nor do we demand of one who teaches
and upholds the Word of God in its
full truth and purity to join us in our
outward organization. Whether he
were a member of our organization or
not, we would heartily acknowledge
him as a true brother in the faith.
-P.R.B.

(In defense of the Truth over against the
Minneapolis
faction
which
has misused
the doctrine
of the True Visible
Church
in order to uphold their unscriptural
notions with regard to their own idea of
confessional
fellowship.)

Acts 20:27-Y
have not shunned
to declare unto you all the counsel of
God.”

The Seat of the

Doctrine

(Scripture):

Matthew 28: 2O--“Teaching them to
observe all things whatsoever I have
commanded you.”
John 8:31,32--"If
ye continue in
IMy Word, then are ye My disciples
indeed; and ye shall know the Truth.”
Jeremiah 23:28- “He that hath My
Word, let him speak My Word faith-

f I.4llr .”
Matthew 15:9--“In
vain they do
worship Me, teaching for doctrines the
commandments of men.”
-
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The Qoctrine as set forth
of Old Missouri:

in the Writings

“Over against erring churches, or
sects, a true visible Church in the absolute sense is that only in which God’s
Word is preached right and the holy
S,acraments administered in accordance
with the Gospel.“-Walt&r
and the
Chz.+, p. 120, Thesis VIII.
-“A congregation or church body
which abides by God’s order, in ‘which
therefore God’s Word is taught in its
purity and the Sacraments administered according to the divine institution,

is properly called an orthodox church
(ecclesia orhodoxa, pura) . B,ut a congregation or church body which in spite
of the divine order, tolerates false
doctrine in its midst is properly called
a heterodox church (ecclesia heterodoxa, impura) .-Christian

Dogmatics,

Pieper, Vol. III, p. 422.
“Orthodox churches in our day are
those Lutheran
congregations and
church bodies which profess and actually teach the doctrines laid down in
the Confessions of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church, because these doctrines, on examination, are fotind to
be the teaching of God’s Word.Christian Dogmatics, Pieper, Vol. III,
p. 422, footnote 29.
“The orthodox character of a church
is established not by its mere name nor
by its outward acceptance of, and subscription to, an orthodox creed, hut
by the doctrine which is actuatty
taught in its pulpits, in its theological
seminaries, and in its. publications.. On
the other hand, a church does not forfeit its orthodox character through
the casual intrusion of errors, provided
these are combated and eventually removed by means of doctrinal discipline, Acts. 20,30; 1 Tim. 1,3.” -Brief Statement, p. 13, par. 29.
“Only that Church which wholly
follows Christ’s teaching, and enacts
His ordinances and makes these her
aim, is the true, or orthodox, church.”
Concordta Cyclopedia,
1927, p. 144.
Yn order that believers may rightly
distinguish between orthodox and hetrodox churches, the following points
must be kept in mind.
-
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‘Yn the first
orthodox, or pure
pura),

place, a church

is

(ecclesia vera seu

not simply when it acknowl-

edges the divine

truth

in

general

through confessions which are in accord with Scripture, but when it actually teaches the divine truth without
qualifications
and prevents or suppresses all error. In other words, a
church must be pure, or orthodox, not
only in principle, but also in. practise,
so that it earnestly reproves and d&iplines all who teach false doctrine.
But this is not all. If a church wishes
to be truly orthodox, it must not only
teach in conformity with Scripture,
but also insist upon a practise that is
in strict accord with whatever the
Word of God inculcates (conditions
of church membership, attendance at
Holy Communion, regulation of the
Christian life of its members, opposition to rehgous indif f erentism and
unionism, etc.) . A church which is
orthodox in theory only, but not in
practise cannot be considered as being
truly orthodox, since it disregards Holy
Scripture in its insistence upon the
proper application of the divine truth
to life, 1 Car. 5:13; 11, 20-22; 6,1-A;
14,34-40; etc.
“In the second place, an orthodox
church does not become hetrodox (ecclesia corrupta) through errors which
accidentally occur in its midst; for it
is only the toleration of false doctrine
and an unscriptural practise that make
a church heterodox. Even in churches established by the apostles, errorists
arose, who succeeded in spreading
false doctrines, Acts 20,30; Gal. 1,6-9;

I Cor. 15, l-19; but they were reproved and condemned.
“Hence a church becomes impure, or
heterodox, only when it ceasesto apply
God’s directions given in Rom. 16,17;
2 John 10.11; Matt. l&17; etc., an.d
so, permits error and ungodliness to
exist side by side with truth or even to
gain the ascendency over truth.“Christian Dogmatics, Mueller, p. 557.
“184. Which denomination
is the
true visible Church? That denomina-

tion is the true visible Church which
has, teaches, and confesses the entire
doctrine of the Word of God and administers the Sacraments according to
Christ’s institution.”
Catechism,
p.
135.

We, indeed, acknowledge that there’
MAY BE others, unknown to us, who
a,re members of the true visible Church,
who also, wherever they may be, teach,
confess, and practice the Word of
God in its full truth and purity. We
say that there may be such and it is
our fervent hope and prayer that there
are, but we cannot identify them and
therefore we cannot be certain of their
existence. We know that there was a
time, under the papacy and at the
time of Elijah, 1 Kings 19:1-18, when
there was no true visible church at all
(see Waltber and the Church, p. 121,
Thesis IX) and it is not unlikely that
such a time may come agai.n before
the end of the world.
-B

Our- Position
in harmony
with Scripture
and the Writings
of Old Missouri:

01 th,e basis of Scripture and the
writings of the Missouri Synod in the
days of its orthodoxy we have made
the statement in OUR DECLARATION (see Feb. ‘56, Orthodox Lutheran) that “the congregations of our
Conference, because they confess,
teach, and practice the Word of God
in its full truth and purity and use
the Sacraments according to Christ’s
institution, comprise the true visible
cbu.rcb on earth, Matt. 28:2O; John
8:3 1,32.” That is, as far as 0u.r knowledge goes, our congregations, by the
grace of God, comprise the true visible
church. This is simply using rightly
the Law of Identification.
As we
‘identify the Antichrist by the marks
of the Antichrist presented in Scripture, so also we identify the true visible Church by its marks, namely, by
its Scriptural doctrine and practise.
-
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THE

LESSON 5
SECOND COMMANDMENT

Which is the Second Commandment?” Thou shalt not take the Name
of the Lord thy God in vain.”

What does this mean? “We

should
fear und love God that we may not
curse, swear, use witchcraft,
lie or
deceive by His Name, but call upon
It in every trouble, pray, praise and
(‘Cworship and praise
give thanks.”

It with an activity of thanks.“-Latin
text, Trig.)
God’s Name is His means of making Himself known. All His names
serve the purpose of revealing Himself,
His words and I-& works to men.
According to His Name, that is, according to the knowledge people have
of Him from His Word, they praise

Him. Psa. 48:lO: “According

to Thy
Name, 0 God, so is Thy praise unto
the ends of the earth.”

God’s Name is taken in vain -whenever one, in using It, derives no benefit for his salvation. He may use It
thoughtkAy in thoughtless prayers
or mere exclamations, or frivlously in
jests or jokes, or connected with other
acts which are sinful in themselves,
such as cursing, swearing, using witchcraft, lying or deceiving. Against all
these’ God warns, saying (Ex. 20:7)
‘?Tbe Lord will not bold him guiltless
that taketb His Name in vain.,,

We should not curse by God’s
Name. To curse God is to speak evil
of Him, to mock or insult Him. It
is blasphemy. The Jews cursed the
Savior when they called Him a Samaritan having a devil (John 8:48,52) . In
Israel this sin was punished with
death. Lev. 24: 15,16: rrWbosoever
cursetb his God shall bear his silt.
And be tbat blaspbemetb the Name
of the Lord shall surely be put to
death.” We also are earnestly warned,
Gal. 6:7: rcBe not deceived, God is no!
mocked.”

To curse men by God’s Name is
to call down upon ourselves or others
the wrath and punishment of God.
Thus Shimei cursed David (II Sam.
16:7,8) and the Jews cursed themselves
and their children (Matt. 27:25) .
Peter also cursed when his denial of
his Lord was questioned (Matt. 26:
74.) Among men it is too often true
that (Jas. 3: 10) “out of the same
mouth

proceed blessing and cursing,,’

But we should rather bless our ene-

106 -

mies. Ram. 12: 14: “Bless them which
persecute you, bless and curse not.”

Swearing by God’s Name is calling
upon Him to help us speak the truth
and to punish us if we tell a lie. A
Christian may and should swear when
the government demands it (Matt.
26:63,64), and whenever the glory .of
God (Gen. 14:22-24; II Cor. 1:23)
and the welfare of our neighbor (Gen.
24:3) require it. And then he should
always swear by God’s Name. Deut.
6~13: ,rrTbou shalt fear the Lord thy
God and serve Him and shalt swear
by His Name.” Note also Num. 30:2:
“If a man vow a vow unto the Lord,
or swear an oath to bind his soul. with
a bond; be shall not break his word,
be shall do according to all that proceedetb out of his mouth.,,

But otherwise, we should not swear
by God’s Name, nor .by any other oath.
In our communications one with another, the Lord forbids it, saying
(Matt. 5:34,37) rrSwear not at CZ/&
but let your communication
be Yea,
yea; Nay, nay’; for whatsoever is more
than these cometb of evil.” Moreover,

we should never tell a lie and swear
that it is the truth (Matt. 26:72) ; nor
should we ever swear to commit sin
(Acts 23: 12) ; neither should we take
an oath in uncertain things as did
Herod (Matt. 14 : 6-9) , and is done in
secret societies. Lev. 19: 12: rrYe shall
not swear by My Name falsely.”

Using witchcraft is trying, without,
God’s command and promise, to do
that which we cannot do by natural
means. For example, fortune-telling
(Acts 16: 16-.18) calling and asking
for the dead (I Sam. 28), healing

ceasing.‘, We have

sicknesses and using charms and spells
(Matt. 24:24) . These are works of
the devil and the sin is made worse
whenever God’s Name and Word is
used in doing them. Deut. 18: 12: “Ail

5: 17: “Pray without

ithut do these things are an ubominution
unto the Lord.‘,

Moreover, we have great cause to
praise and give thanks to His Name.
Psa. 107: 1: “0 give thanks unto the
Lord; for He is good, for His mercy
endureth forever.” Psa. lO3:2: “Bless

To lie and deceive by God’s Name
is to teach false doctrine. A, false
teacher uses God’s Name and Word
to hide error and make it appear as
not unto
truth; Jer. 23:16: “H&ken
he prophets that prophesy unto yozc;
that make you vain; that speak a Yiriozt
of their own hearts und not out of the
mouth of the Lord.”
Matt. 7: 15:
r’Bewure of ulse propbetS.”

f

Lying and deceiving by God’s Name
is also trying to prove from the Bible
that hypocrisy is right, or to use God’s
Name and Word to make it appear
right. A hyprocrite is one who speaks
piously but lives ungodly; or who
acts like a Christian outwardly but
has not the fear of God In his heart.
people druweth
Matt. 15:8: “This

the Savior’s

God has REVEALED HIS NAME
TO BLESS AND SAVE US. He
wishes us to use it in the right and
proper way. “We should cull upon it
in every trouble, pray, pruire, and give
thanks.” He would have us seek His

lives a continuous

prayer.

I Thess.

15: 7) :

the Lord, 0 my soul, and forget not
all His benefits.,, Let us worship and

praise God’s Name with an activity of
thanks.
The perfect keeping of this and all
other commandments. by our dear
Savior in our stead and for us was a
part of His redemptive work. Let us
receive this gracious work in true
faith as a gift of His love. Prov. 18:
10: “The Name of the Lord is u strong
tower: the righteous
and is sufe.”

runnetb

into

It

- J.E.S.
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(Based upon an old German. Synodical Essay)
The Lord Jesus once said to His disciples, “Heaven and earth shall pass
away, but My words shall not pass away.” (Matt. 24:35.) Thus heaven and
earth *shall sometime pass away and this world will be destroyed just as surely
as the Word of the Lord is true. It will take place on the Last Day. The
exact time of the Last Day is not revealed to us. Christ says, “But of that
day and that hour knoweth no man, no, not the angels which are in heaven,
neither the Son, but the Father.” (Mark 13: 32) . All enthusiasts,. who in
spite of these plain words have attempted to set the time of the Last D:y,
have been put to shame. Think, for example, of William Miller, the main
founder of the Seventh Day Adventists, who on the basis of his calculations
foretold that the Lord would come on April 14, 1844. Think also of Charles
Russell, the founder of Jehovah’s Witnesses, who arbitrarily declared that
Christ was to come in 1874. Although the Scriptures do not reveal to Us
the exact .:time of the Last Day, nevertheless they do speak of various signs
which will .precede the Final Judgment. We should therefore meditate upon
these signs and look upon them as heralds of the Last Day, so that we are
prepared at all times to receive the heavenly Bridegroom when He comes
and then joyfully enter with Him into the heavenly wedding feast.
: r For the present we shall not busy ourselves with the signs of the last times
.
in general, but rather focus our attention upon one of them, the one to which
the Lord Jesus refers when He says in Luke 17:26, 27, “And as it was in the,
days of Noe, so shall it be also in the days of the Son of’ Man. They did
eat, they ,drank, they married wives, they were given in marriage, until the
day that Noe entered into the ark, and the flood came, and destroyed them
all.” The last days before Judgment Day will be similar to the days of Noah
before the Flood. Let us then, dear readers, note the following theme-

THE TIME

BEFORE THE
AND

FLOOD -

A WARNING

A PICTURE

OF OUR DAY

FOR US!

The parts upon which we want to meditate are already given in the theme,
namely, 1) The time before the Flood; 2) That we there have a picture of
our day; and, 3) That therefore the generation of that time and the judgment
of the Flood should be an earnest warning for us.
I
First of all, we want to consid.er the time before the Flood. Moses is
the only historian who gives us an accurate and trustworthy description of the
time before the Flood, since what he writes was given by. the inspiration of
God the Holy Spirit. Moses’ description of this period as found in Genesis,
chapters. 6-8, is indeed short; yet, what he there writes is sufficient to give us
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a correct picture of that time. He describes the time before the Flood as a
dreadful time and the generation of that day as a godless and thoroughly
corrupt one. Moses reports that God Himself had said at that time, “My
spirit shall not always strive with man, for that he also is flesh.” The people
of that time were completely drowned in the ways of the flesh. They were
rhe Cainites whose forefather was Cain, the murderer of his brother, Abel.
Cain was an unbelieving hypocrite, outwardly adorning himself with offerings
and piety to cover up his unbelieving heart. All of his offerings, however,
were abominations unto the Lord. The fact that Abel, his brother, was
righteous before God through faith in the promised Seed of the woman and
that his sacrifice which proceeded forth from his faith was well-pleasing in
the sight of God, aroused Cain’s hatred which finally led to the murderous
act itself. Thus already from the beginning the children of God have been
hated by the unbelieving world simply because they want to please God alone
through faith in Christ their Savior.
God demanded strict account of Cain. He held Cain’s terrible sin before
him and passed judgment-God
cursed him. “And now art thou cursed
from the earth,” said the Lord. Cain was now excluded from the Church
of Adam. Furthermore, God told him that the earth which opened its mouth
to receive his brother’s blood would. no longer yield fruit in abundance when
he would till the soil as it had been done before. Finally, the Lord told Cain
zhat he would be a fugitive and a vagabond upon the earth.
Cain despaired when he heard this terrible announcement of his punishment. He acknowledged h is sin, but it was especially the dreadful punishment
which had been laid upon him that filled him with despair. After God had
set a mark upon him in order that no one w,ould kill him, Ca!.n moved away.
The Bible says., “And Cain went out from the presence of the Lord,” which
means in the words of Luther, “From that place wherein God had revealed Himself and where Adam as an high priest and lord of the earth had his abode, and
came to a different place where he was no,t able to comfort himself with the
present of God or with a visible sign that God was by him and favorably disposed toward him.” (vol. I, p. 377). H e went into the land of Nod on the east
of Eden. Th ere h e k new his wife who was obviously his sister and who bore
“And
him a son by the name of Enoch. The generaton of Cain multiplied.
unto Enoch was born Irad: and Irad begat Mehujael: and Mehujael begat
Methusael: and Methusael begat Lamech.” Lamech took two wives Adah, “the
ornamented one,” and Zillah, “the sweet-sounding one.” Evidently, they must
have decorated themselves with all kinds of jewelry and ornaments. Adah
bore Jabal, “he was the father of all such as handle the harp and organ.” Zillah bore Tubal&in, “an instructor of every artificer in brass and iron.”
In this generation of Cain we find the beginning of culture. Cain built a
city and named it after his son Enoch. That was the beginning of city life.
-
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Thus some lived in the city and made a living from their businesses and trades,
while others dwelt in the country living off the soil an.d raising cattle. Musica!
instruments were also invented. This was the beginning of the various crafts.
They discovered how a person works with metal and melting it, they began to
make all kinds of things out of iron and brass. They were a very intelligent,
strong and gifted people, who could boast of the progress that they had made
in their various arts. They increased in power, in wealth, and in luxury. But
they were a godless generation, full of hatred against the Church of God. The
sinful mind of Cain was inherited by this generation and sin abounded. All
arts and endowments stood in the service of sin. In fact, the more they progressed in culture, the m.ore godless and fleshly-minded they became. The
lust of the eyes and the lust of the flesh became more and more prominent.
Polygamy began when Lamech took two wives. The women dressed lavishly
to satisfy their own vanity as well as to attract the lustful eyes of the men.
Murder and bloodshed prevailed. Lamech took a sword and committed a murd er. Luther says, “I hold that Lamech, following after the manner of his
father, killed a fine, well-known man and his son from the holy fathers.” Vol.
I, p.. 392) He celebrated this terrible deed by singing about it in a song, actually
boasting about this murder which he had committed. The generation of Cain
was a godless, mighty, and proud, nation which continued to sink ever deeper
into the ways of the flesh until it was finally destroyed by the Flood.
At that time, however, there was also a Church of God. Eve bore Adam
a son and called his name Seth whom God gave to them as a substitute for Abel.
Seth followed in the footsteps of Abel and was a believing child of God. Thus
there arose a pious and godfearing generation.’ There began, as Luther says,
“A little Church in which Adam ruled as the high-priest through the Word and
pure teaching.” (Vol. I, p. 399) Seth begat Enos, “then began men to call
upon the name of the Lord.” Public worship was now formally instituted. The
believers came together at a certain plain for prayer, praise, and the giving of
thanks. Luther says at this point, “Since Moses does not say that they began
to call upon the Lord, but rather ‘the name of the Lord,’ this shows that Christ
is here meant, even as in other places He is called S&em Jehorah. And out of
this proceeds a very fine thought; that at that time they began to call upon the
name of the Lord, that is, that Adam, Seth, and Enos, admonished their descendants to wait upon the redemption, to believe the promise concerning the Seed of
the woman and through this hope overcome the wiles, afflictions, persecutions,
hatred, injustice, etc., of the Cainites, and not despair of their salvation, but
rather thank God who would at one time redeem them through the Seed of the
woman.” (Vol. I, p. 399)
In the 5th chapter of Genesis Moses enumerates the ten patriarchs who
lived before the Flood: Ad am, Seth, Enos, Cainan, Mahalaleel, Jared, Ens&,
Methuselah, Lamech, and Noah. All these were great men of God. Enoch
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is especially praised because he led such an exemplary life walking with God
m the most intimate communion. In the New Testament in the 1Ith chapter
of Hebrews his faith is extolled. He was taken according to body and soul
by the Lord into heaven at an early age compared to the other gatriarck some
of whom lived to be over 900’ years old. We are told concerning Lamech that
he called his son Noah which .means rest ,or comfort. He actually thought, like
Eve concerning Cain, that his son w+s the promised Messiah. The faith, of the
old pious fathers before the Flood was already directed to Christ. Concerning
all of these patriarchs we are told that they begat sons and daughters. The
generation of pious Seth increased and the Church of God blossomed and
thrived. The pious old fathers preached and taught, directed their descendants
to the promised Seed of the woman, warned them of sin, and utilized their
strength in- fighting against the corruption which was trying to break into the
Church. They were indeed righteous and holy saints and Dr. Luther is filled
with praise for them. He writes, “This is the greatest honor of the early
world, that it had together and at the same time so many pious, wise, and holy
men. ‘For we should not think that these were the ordinary names of evil and
common people, but rather they were the greatest heroes ever to come into the
world .with the exception of Christ and John the Baptist, and when we shall
behold their majesty on the Last Day we shall be astonished to see their glorious
stories and deeds.” (Vol. I, p. 407)
The devil who had tempted our first parents was still very much alive.
The fact that the Gospel concerning the promised Seed of the woman was
taught and believed by these pious people was a thorn in the devil’s eye and
therefore he sought to destroy the Church. He stormed upon it and using
the Cainites as his instruments, the devil reaped a large harvest. He led the
children of God to fall away from the true God and His Word.
This falling
away increased more and more until finally only Noah and his family remained
true to the Lord and His Word.
Moses says, “And it came to pass, when men
began to multiply on the face of the earth, and daughters were born unto them,
that the sons of God saw the daughters of men that they were fair; and they
took them wives of all which they chose.” This did not first set in immediately
before the Flood, but rather as the people began to multiply.
And it could
very well have been, as Luther maintains, that Noah married when he was 500
years old becaus.e he observed how the descendants of the other holy fathers
fell away and did not want to experience that from his own children. Already
Lamech, Methuselah, and Enoch must have been sorely grieved when they noted
that the children of God allowed themselves to be so deceived by the devil, the
world, and their flesh, despising the Word of God and joining forces with the
godless descendants of Cain.
-M.L.N.
(to be continued)
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NEWS FROM OREGON
Sunday, June 17, 1956, was a special
occasion for the Orthodox Lutheran
congregations in Oregon. A joint Mission Festival was held in Lebanon,
Oregon, with St. John’s Orthodox
Lutheran Church of Lebanon, and St.
Paul’s Orthodox Lutheran Church c,f
Empire, participating.
Pastor P. R.
Bloedel of Empire, Oregon, preached
the Mission Festival sermon, basing his
remarks upon the second petition oE
the Lord’s Prayer, “Thy
kingdom
come.” (Matt. 6: IO) He reminded
us that we were to pray, first of all,
that the kingdom of God dwelt in our
own hearts, then, that it would also
come to others, and, finally, that we
should pray for the coming of the

heavenly kingdom.
After the service a dinner was
served to the members and visitors
by the ladies of St. John’s congregation. The afternoon was spent enjoying good Christian fellowship and
reminded the undersigned of the
words of the hymn-writer, “Blest be
the tie -that binds our hearts in Chris.
tian love; The fellowship of kindred
minds Is like to that above.”
The collection from this joint Mission Festival amounted to $74.81. The
money will be used in our Orthodox
Lutheran Conference to help spread
the Full Truth of the Savior’s blessed
Word in these last days. -M.L.N.
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