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At the beginning of a New Year
many anxious questions are asked and
pondered as we blindly peer into the
future. We wonder what 1956 will
bring to our country in this turbulent
period of the world’s history. We
wonder what kind of weather we will
have, what kind of harvests our fields
will produce, what unforseen troubles,
joys, and sorrows lie ahead . . . .There
are many things which we will look
for in the New Year: new experiences,
new enjoyments, advancements in
science and industry, progress in medicine, new developments in national
and world affairs, and so on. But, as
Christians, what especially should we
look for in the year which lies ahead
of us? Above everything else we shou1.d
look for that which is necessary for
our soul’s welfare. This is that of
which the prophet Isaiah speaks when
we read in Isaiah 55: 6a: ‘?Seek.ye the
Lord while He may be found.”

WHERE

should we seek the Lord?

istered in full accordance with God’s
command. With regard to all those
who gather themselves together around
God’s pure Word and Sacraments, the
Savior says: “There am I in the midst
of them.” There we find Him!,*

Some say: “Seek Him in nature, seek
Him in the things about us in this
world.” Others urge us to seek God
in the various man-made religious
books and volumes of the heathen and
pagan nations. Others tell us to seek
God in ourselves., in our own religious
consciousness, in our own feelings and
emotions. Still others tell us to seek
God in the Pope and his so-called holy
church. There are people who seek
their God in worldly pleasure, i.n
money and wealth, in fame and fortune, in upright and decent living.
But \VHERE should WE seek our
God? The true God, the God of our
salvation, the almighty God who is
truly able and willing to forgive our
sins and to lead us to eternal salvation
through the bitter suffering and death
of His beloved Son, can be‘ found
on2~ in the Scriptures. \Ve can find
the Lord God only in His Word for
in His Word alone, He reveals Himself to men. In His Word He records
His name and His name is His Word.
In Exodus Z&24, God says: In all
places where I record My Name, I
will come unto thee, and I will bless
thee.”

‘WHEN should we seek the Lord?
The Apostle Paul was imprisoned
under the Roman governor, Felix. On
a certain day &elix sent for Paul in
order that the Apostle might testify
concermng his faith in Christ. The
Bible tells us that St. Paul reasoned
with Felix of righteousness, temperance, and the judgment to come so
that Felix trembled. But Felix said to
the Apostle Paul: “Go thy way for
this time; when I have a convenient
season; I will call for thee.” but his
“convenient season” never came. So
also there are people today who put
off seeking the Lord until a more
“convenient season”: those who spurn
the opportunity to hear God’s Word;
who are negligent in coming to the
Lord’s Table; who put off their reading and studying of the Scriptures;
who do not take time out for prayer
and for family devotion; who continue to live in sin with the thought
that they can always turn to God in
repentance; who put off following
God’s pure Word and who do not
sincerely strive to amend their sinful
lives out of love to their Savior.

Should we, then, seek the Lord in
false churches where truth and error
are given equal rights; where false
doctrine is taught and tolerated; where
error is upheld and nurtured; where
the holy Name of God is thus profaned and blasphemed? Indeed not!
We must seek the true God only
where His Word is proclaimed and
defended in all its truth and purity
and where the Sacraments are admin-

But WHEN
should WE seek the
Lord? Isaiah writes: “Seek ye the
Lord while He May be found.” We
are to seek the Lord NOW! We are
not to wait for a more “convenie.nt
season”, for a time when it suits us
better to seek the Lord, a time which
3
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will never come. As we look forward
into the New Year we do not kno-w
what the future holds in store for us,
we do not even know what the next
day, the next hour, the next minute
may bring. We are to seek the Lord
while He still comes to us in His. pure
Word and Sacraments; while we are
still permitted to worship Him without
the interference of the government or
of the wicked; while we are still living
in the time of God’s grace before the
final day of Judgment; and while we
ourselves are still among the living.
Thus, may the words of Isaiah,
“SEEK YE THE LORD WHILE
HE MAY BE FOUND,”
be engraven
in our hearts where they may be remembered, pondered, and followed by
us day by day throughout the New
-B
Year.

THE UNCHANGING
CHALLENGE
Arise, 0 Church, und shine!
R,eflect thy Light divine
In darken heurts.
Shake off dull sloth,
Lest God be wrath;
And rise toddy
And light the way
To men &ray
In Worldly marts.
To you, 0 Chrch,, is giv’n
A cull from God zn He&n
To preach the Christ.
Pduse not to USI+
How hard the task.
Arise! Prepare
With earnest cure
God’s love to share
With mren enticed.

LIGHTS UPON THE EARTH
Jesus speaks of Himself as the
“Light of the World”. He also, however, graciously bestows this title upon
H$s disciples, for they are lights in
Him and through Him. They shine
with His light upon the worfd. They
proclaim His glorious Gospel of Salvation. But while the true believers are
lights in the Lord, while they know
the true God and the Savior of the
world, while they know the way to
heaven by God’s grace alone through
faith in Jesus-still the world around
them lies in utter darkness. Christians
should, therefore, be lights which can
be seen both far and near, like a welllighted city upon a hill. All true believers, the whole Christian Church
on earth, must shed the light of the
-4-

Press on, 0 Church, and teach;
The Gospel message preucb.
To God’s Word bow.
Live not for self;
Seek not for pelf.
Give God your best
That men be blest
With peace and rest
And do it now.
-J.

Ernest Shufelt

Gospel throughout the world, showing’the world the way to heaven and
eternal life through faith in Christ
Jesus. Christians indeed have a noble
calling. It is their solemn duty to be
lights upon the earth for Christ and
His Word-giving
light to a world

perishing in the darkness of sin and
unbelief.
The courageous testimony, faithfulness and obedience of God’s Word,
the good conduct and life of every
Christian should shine before men
publicly, in view of all. The world
despises the Christians and therefore
it watches them closely and quickly
notices when they either dishonor God
or honor Him by their words or actions.
Th e purpos,e for which Christians
should therefore shed forth their
pretious light in Christ Jesus is that
the children of this world may see
their good works and recogize God
as the true source of their godly life
and thus, coming to faith in Christ
through the Gospel, they also may

truly worship and glorify God by
word and deed. Christians, therefore,
have the duty to let their light shine
before men for the salvation of souls
redeemed by Christ’s blood and for
the everlasting praise of the Savior
through whom alone they have the
power to perform that which is good
in the sight of God. Jesus says: “Ye
are the light of the world. A city that
is set on an hill cannot be hid. Neither
do men light a candle, and put it
un.der a bushel, but on a candlestick;
and it giveth li,ght unto all that are
in the house. Let your light so shine
before men, that they may see your
good works, and glorify

your Father

which is in heaven.” Matt. 5: 14-15.-B

THESIS VIII
While God gathers for Himself a holy Church of the elect in places where
the Word of God is not preucbed in entire purity und the holy Sacraments ure
not administered ultoqetber in uccordunce with their institution by Jesus Cbristprovided the Word of God and the Sacraments ure not zctterly denied but
essentiully remain in those places-still every one is obliged, for the sake of bis
sulvution, to flee from all false teachers and to avoid all heterodox churches, or
sects and, on tb!e other bund, to profess ullegiunce, and adhere, to ortb,odox
congregntions and their orthodox preachers wherever be finds such.
A. Also in erring, heretical congregations there are children of God; ulso
in them the true Church hecomes manifest by means of tbe remnunts of the
pzlre Word of God and the Sucruments tbut still remain in them.

Proof from the Word of God
When the holy apostle designates the Galatians who have been called as
congregations, or Prcburcbes,” addressing his epistle “unto the churches of Galatia,” Gal. 1: 2, it f o11ows without question that also in these communions there
still remained a hidden seed of a Church of true believers.
Compare I Kings 19: 14 and 18. Here we see that also where the priests
of Baa1 were dominant, a holy Church of 7,000 elect, who were unknown even
-
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to the prophet Elijah, had been preserved. People such as these adhere to
Christ inwardly by a living faith, while outwardly they follow their false leaders
because they do “not know the depths of Satan,” Rev. Z:Z4. They are like
those ZOOmen who joined the insurgent Absalom and his rabble of rebels but
“went in their simplicity and knew not anything,” 2 Sam. 15 : Il.,
B. Everyone is obliged, for the sake of his salvation, to flee ull false
prophets and to avoid fellowship with heterodox churches, or sects.

Proof from the Word of God
Not a few, when they hear that the Church is wherever there are still
essentials of the Word of God a: .d the Sacraments, draw this conclusion: It is
a matter of indifference whether one attaches himself to an orthodox or to a
heterodox communion; for. even if one joins a heterodox congregation, one
is still in the Church and can stil be saved. However, this is an error. True,
the reason why one must sever his connection with a communion of erring
people is not this, that otherwise one cannot be in the Church. It is also true
that many were saved who from lack of knowledge adhere outwardly to sects
and yet abide in the true faith. But what is gained by being in the Church
if one is not of the Church, does not belong to it? Now, a person who has
learned to know the false doctrine of the sects and of their teachers and still
adheres to them is indeed s.till in the C.hurch but not of the Church. He does
not belong to the divine seed that lies concealed among the sects. His fellowshipping the sect is not a sin of weakness, which can co-exist with a state of
grace. Such a person wantonly acts contrary to the Word of God; for God
commands us in His holy Word to flee and avoid false teachers and their counterfeit worship.. As little as the doctrine that Christians in a state of grace still
have sins of weakness justifies those who for a reason imagine that they may
knowingly and wilfull y continue in sin, as surely as those who sin trusting in
grace are rather children of perdition, so little does the doctrine that even among
the sects there are children of God justify those who, contrary to God’s command, knowingly remain with them, and so surely such wanton participants in
the corruption of the Word of Truth are children of perdition.
For thus it
is written:
Deut. 13: l-3: “If there rise among you a prophet or a dreamer of dreams
and giveth thee a sign or a wonder and the sign or the wonder come to pass
whereof he spake unto thee, saying , Let us go after other gods, which thou hast
not known, and let us serve them, thou shalt not hearken unto the words of that
prophet or that dreamer of dream,s; for the Lord, your God, proveth you to know
whether ye love the Lord, your God, with all your heart and with all your soul.”
Matt. 7: 15: “Beware of false prophets, which come to you in sheep’s
clothing; but inwardly they are ravening wolves.”
Matt. 24:23, 24: ‘“Th en, if any man shall say unto you, Lo, here is Christ
I
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or there, believe. it not. For there shall arise false Christs and false prophets
and shall show great signs and wonders, insomuch that, if it were possible, they
shall deceive the very elect.”
Acts 20:30, 31: “Al so of your own selves shall men arise speaking perverse
things, to draw away disciples ufter them. Therefore watch and remember that
by the space of three years I ceased not to warn every one night and day with
tears.”
Ram. 16: 17; 18: ‘tNo~w, I beseech you, brethren, mark them which cause
divisions and offenses contrary to the doctrine which ye have learned; and avoid
them. For they that are such serve not our Lord Jesus Christ but their own
belly and by good words and fair speeches deceive the hearts of the simple.”
1. Cor. 10:1,8, 21: “Behold Israel after the flesh; are not they which eat of
the sacrifices partakers of the. altar? . . . Ye cannot drink the cup of the Lord
and the cup of devils; ye cannot be partakers of the Lord’s Table and of the
table of devils.” .I Cor. 11: 19: “For there must be also heresies among you
tbqt they wbicb are approved may be made manifest amcmg you.”
2 Cor. 6: 14-18: “Be ye not. unequally yoked together with unbelievers; for
what fellowship- hath righteousness with unrigh.teousness? And what communion hath light with darkness’.? And what concord hath Christ with Belial?
Or what part hath he that believeth with an infidel?
And what agreement
bath the temple of God with idols ? For ye are the temple of the living God, as
God hath said, I will dwell in th em and walk in them: and I will be their God,
and they shall be My people. -Wherefore come out f rum among them, and, be
ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing; and I will receive
you and will be a Father unto you, and ye shall be My sons and daughters,
saith the Lord Almighty-”
Gal. 5:9: .“A little leaven leaveneth the whole lump.”
Titus 3: 10, 11: “A man th,at is an heretic after the first and second admonition reject, knowing that he that is such is subverted and sinneth, being condemned of hims(elf .”
2 John 1.0, 11: “If th ere come any unto you and bring not this doctrine;
receive him not into your house, neither bid him Godspeed; for be that biddeth
him Godspeed is partaker of his evil deeds.”
Rev.- 18:4: “Come out of her (Babylon), My people, that .ye be not partakers of her sins and that ye receive not of her plagues.”
C. Every Christian is obliged, f or the sake of his salvation, to profess ullegiunce, and adbere, to orthodox congregations and their orthodox preachers
wherever be finds .sz~b.

Proof from the Word of God
The Lord says: “Whosoever shall confess Me before men, him will I confess
also before My Father which is in heaven. But whosoever shall deny Me before
-7-

men, him will I also deny before My Father which is in heaven,” lVIatt& I&32,
33.
Again: “Whosoever shall be ashamed of Me and of My words, of him
shall the Son of Man be ashamed when He shall come in His own glory and in
His Father’s and of the holy angels,” Luke 9:26.
Finally, His holy apostle whites: “If thou shalt confess with thy mouth
the Lord Jesus and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised Him from
the dead, thou shalt be saved. For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness, and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation,” Rom. 10:9, 10.
According to these texts a person cannot be saved who in his heart indeed
wants to carry with him faith in Christ and His truth but will not confess it with
the mouth. Hence every Christian, for the sake of his salvation, is obliged
publicly to profess fellowship and hold with those whom he has recognized as
witnesses for Christ and His unadulterated truth.
Therefore the Lord says furthermore: “He that heareth ,you hear&h Me,
and he that despiseth you despiseth me,” Luke 10: 16. “Whosoever shall
not receive you nor bear your words, when ye depart out of that house or city,
shake off the dust of your feet. Verily I say unto you, It shall be more tolerable for the land of Sodom and Gomorrah in the day of Judgment than for
that city . . . He that receiveth you receiveth Me, and he that receiveth Me
receiveth Him that sent Me. He that receivetb a propbet in the nnme of u
prophet shall receive a prophet’s rewurd, and he that receiveth a righteous man
in the name of a righteous man shall receive a righteous man’s reward,” Matt.
l&14, 15, 40, 41.
Accordingly St. Paul writes to Timothy: “Be not thou ashamed of the
testimony of our Lord nor of me, His prisoner, but be thou partarker of the
afflictions of the Gospel according to the power of God,” 2 Tim. 1: 8.
However, God’s Word also states distinctly that a Christian should hold
followship with those who profess the true faith and that he must be careful not
to cause separations and divisions, whether it be by word or deed. For thus
it is written: “Now, I beseech you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus
Christ that ye all speak the same thing and that there b.e no divisions among you
but that ye be perfectly joined together in the sume mind and in the same judgment. For it hath been declared unto me of you, my brethren, by them which
are of the house of Chloe that there are contentions among you. Now, this
I say, that every one of you saith, I am of Paul; and I of Apollos; and I of
Cephas; and I of Christ. Is Christ divided? Was Paul Crucified for you? Or
were ye baptized in the name of Paul? I’ Cor. 1: 10-13.
Again: “Endeavoring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.
There is one body and one Spirit, even as ye are called in one hope of your
calling; one Lord, one faith, one Baptism, one God and Father of all, who is
above all and through all and in you all,” Eph. 4:3-6.
-8-

Finally: “They went out from us, but they were not of us; for if &ey had
been of us, they would no doubt have continued with us; but they went out
that they might be manifest that they were not all of us,” I John 2: 19.
All these are reasons on which the apostle’s exhortation is based: Wet
forsdking the dssembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is,” Heb.
j.O:25, and the statement of the Lord: “1f he neglect to hear the church, let him
be unto thee as an heathen man and a publican,” Matt. 18: 17.
Hence we are informed regarding the first Christians, not only that “they
continued steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine,” but also that they continued
Yn fellowship and in breaking of bread and in prayers . . . And all that
believed were together . . . And they, continuing daily with one’ accord in the
Temple and breaking bread from house to house, did eat their meat with gladness and singleness -of heart, praising God and having favor with all the people.
And the Lord added to the Church daily such as should be wed,” Acts 2142,
44, 46, 47.-Walther
and The Church.

SAVING FAITH

Being-faith
in a god-tiny god. Still
others speak of faith in the Fatherhood
People often speak of faith and that
of God and the Brotherhood of man.
word, faith, is used in many different
And there are those who will say that
ways so that it can mean many different thin,gs. A person may say: “I have ‘Yt doesn’t matter what your faith may
be just
’
as long as you are sincere in
faith in the leaders of my country”;
“I have faith in my parents”; “I have your faith”. However such faith is
not saving faith but damning faithfaith in my pastor”. One who is about
to have a surgical operation may exd faith that leads to eternal damnation.
The only saving faith of which the
claim: “I h ave faith in the skill of
Bible speaks is that faith which bethe surgeon”. Certainly such faith
lieves in Jesus as the only Savior from
or confidence in our fellow humansin and eternal death and which trusts
beings is not wrong, but it is not that
alone in Jesus for the forgiveness of
faith of which the Bible speaks-it
is not that faith by which we are sins and eternal life. Only such faith
saves. Only such faith brings true and
saved.
lasting joy, peace, and comfort to the
The Roman Church speaks of faith
as a mere intellectual aceptance of the penitent sinner. Such is the faith
which is in the heart of every true
historical aspects of the Bible. The
church of the Antichrist also speaks believing child of God.
-B
of faith as the acceptance of the teachings of the Roman Church whether
NOTICE TO SUBSCRIBERS!
a person knows what those teachings
Please notify Business Manager, Mr.
are or not. The Modernistic churches,
August Luft, 1133 Oregon St., Coos
the Lodge religions,. and the Boy
Bay, Ore., of any change of address
Scouts speak of faith in a Supreme
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THE GUARDIAN
“Thus I should train a child from
his earliest youth that I say to him:
Dear child, thou hast thine own angel;
when thou prayest in the morning and
in the evening, that angel will be with
thee, will sit b,y thy bed, has on a
white garment, will nurse thee, will
rock and protect thee that the Evil
One, the devil, cannot come to thee.
Also, when thou cheerfully sayest the
Blessing and the Thanks at the table,
thy angel will b e with thee at the
table, serve thee, protect and watch
that no evil strike thee, and that
the food will agree well with thee.

Moreover

our

dear

Lord

Jesus

Christ has exhorted all Christians with:
out #exception to pray “The Lord’s
Prayer” frequently, including the petition, “And lead us not into ttemptahon.” But what does that person do
who joins in the worldly dance? Can
he say to God, “And lead us not into
temptation,” while he at the same
moment hurls himself into temptation?
Nay, whoever goes to such a dance
and still prays, “And lead us not into
temptation,” is only mocking God.
If a person were to go into a room
filled with gunpowder or into a barn
filled with hay and straw carrying
a. burning match or a burning candle
and pray: “0 God, keep me from. all
misfortune”, would he not be a blasphemer? Would

he not be rediculing

God with his prayer? Behold, who.
ever goes to a worldly dance can not
-

ANGELS

If one would picture this to the
children, they would lea.rn from their
youth and become used to it that the
angels are with them; and- that would
serve not only for this purpose thar
the children will rely upon the protection of the angels, but’ also that
they would become chaste and learn
to dread the evil when they are alone,
that they would think:
parents are not with

Though

LZS, vet

our

the angels

are there; thev look upon us, that the
Evil Spirit may show us no malice.”
-Luther.

pray to God, “And lead us not into
temptation.”
Can. therefore such a
dance be something innocent?--;Indeed not’.
A recen.t pious poet from Hannover
who died about 25 years ago, (Phillipp
Spitta, -died as a pastor in Burgdorf,
1859) relates that he had a servant
girl who readily. heard God’s \Vord,
desired to be a Christian, and was diligent in her work; yet, she was greatly
addicted to the dance. The pastor
often warned her against it. One day
she came to him somewhat embarrassed
and asked him if she could not go out
that evening and stay out a little later.
“Of course! ” said the pastor, “where
are you going?” She blushed.. But
honest as she was, she told the truth,
“I want to g,o to the dance.“- Spitta
then said to her, ‘Very well, go, but
take Jesus with you.” She did not
10 -

understand

what Spitta

meant;

she

and sin against God?”

When

this

was puzzled; before the pastor had

woman, as Moses writes, “spake to

&ays spoken against the dance and
now it appeared as though he had
given in. Joyfully s.he went to her
room, prepared herself for the dance,
and then hurriedly went down the
street to the ball-room. Again and
again, a voice inside her kept saying’
“Take Jesus with you! Take Jesus
with you!” whereby it seemed to her
as though Jesus did not want to go
along. Nevertheless she would try.
She secretly prayed, “Oh Lord Jesus,
come with nx.” But the more she said
these words, the mightier it thundered
in her heart’ “I will not go along; I
will not go along!” And the closer
she cam,e to the ball-room, the greater
grew her unrest and her fear. She
would not risk going inside, but
turned around and went back to the
pastor. She had scarcely been gone a
qua+ter of an hour. Spitta asked her,
YVhy back so soon?” She said, (‘_I:
pleaded with the Lord Jesus to come
along with me, but He would not, so
I came back.” From that time on,
after having withstood this test, her
heart was changed and she became a
true, living Christian. There you s.ee,
dear friends, you can not go to the
dance and ask the Lord Jesus, “Come
with me”, and, if you do-He
will
not go along.
Among others this was also wellknown by chaste Joseph. When his
mistress’ Potiphar’s wife, cast her eyes
upon him to tempt him to unchastity
because he was such a handsome young
man, he immediately answered, “How
then can I do this great wickedness,

Joseph day by day”, in an .attempt to
have ‘him at least near her, he did
not listen to her, but rather avoided
being in her presence as much as he
possibly could. And when for business reasons he had to be in her
presence and, she then tried to use
force, he left his garment in her hand
-and fled; just as though he had read
the words of the New Testament,
“Flee fornication! ” “Flee youthfui
lusts!” And this, my dear friends, is
what God demands of us above all.
Without a doubt, this was also the
thought of the great hero of patience,
Job. He says in the 3lst chapter of his
Book, “I made a covenant with mine
eyes: why then should I think upon
a maid? (Job 3 1: 1) Job knew that
already the fixing of .one’s eyes on a
person of the opposite sex could be
dangerous, if she were not his flesh
and blood. And in order to escape
this danger, he made a covenant with
his eyes not to look upon a maid, to
make her the delight of his eyes. Ah,
my dear friends, where is such caution today? What audacity, .yea, what
impudence, is observed when a person
is in a social gathering! Where is that
modesty of the good old days in
which among others Job lived? On this
point let me impart to you a word
from Luther. In his excellent sermons
on the Ten Commandments, especially in the exposition of the Sixth Commandment, he writes the following:
“The first sign” (of unchastity) ‘7s
rhe look.” (Remarkable! According
to Luther it is already an evil sign

-i
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person has already fallen, or can easily
son of the opposite sex.) Luther con- lead to their downfall. For a virgin
who is truly chaste does not cast her
tinues: “This is the quickest and most
eyes upon a man, but rather is ashamed
vulgar sign, for it performs its work
. . . The eyes not only excite the
rapidly, it reaches far and wide and
present evil desire, but it also remains
clearly perceives much. That is why
a long time securely imbedded in the
so ‘much has been written in the Holy
mind and makes frequent temptations.
Scriptures concerning the keeping of
Therefore it is written in Jeremiah
one’s eyes,“- i.e. that a person should
9:2 I: ‘For death is come up into our
also guard his eyes, “since no member
windows”‘-i.e.
through our eyes-.
is so easily tempted with so many
‘St. Peter in his 2 Epistle 2: 14 also
things; there is also no member which
says: ‘Having eyes full of adultery.’
so greatly wounds the soul, for the
Note how he places adultery into the
more clea.rly it recognizes a thing,
eyes!” (It is self-understood that if
the deeper it sets itself in the heart.
a person according to Scripture can
Hence the proverb: ‘What th,e eyes
comment adultery with the heart, how
see, the heart believes.’ . . . Theremuch more with the eyeI, with the
fore, as it is the greatest honor for
ears, with the mouth, with the bands,
young men and women to guard their
in short, with all the members of the
eyes, so also is it to their greatest
body!) Luther continues: “For this
shame when, they permit their eyes
reason the wise man Sirach 9:8,9,
to wander freely.”
(Consider what
teaches: ‘Thou shalt not look at the
Luther here says. How that concernface of a virgin lest you thereby. be
ing which Luther warns has become a
ruined.“’ Yes, who concerns himself
custom or rather an immodest custoday about being ruined! A person
tom! How shamelessly young people
no longer feels any offense, because
look at each other and thereby per
a person no longer has within himself
mit to be seen what is in their hearts!
that spiritual feeling, that abhorrence
Nothing, says Luther on the other
of sin, which immediately reproves
hand, is a greater virtue than to lower
the true ‘Christian as soon as the
the eyes, and no great shame, then
when young men and women shame- desire is noted) Finally Luther adds:
lessly and immodestly look at each “You should also understand that
other). Hence Luther adds yet: ‘Conthe same danger exists among the
sequently some denounce the wandervirgins when they look at the picture
ing of the eyes as a violation of virginof a man.” (The Ten Commandents
ity. It is indeed true what is written in
Proverbs 6: 25 : The adultery of a preached to the people at Wyittenberg.
woman consists in the lifting up of her
Walch III, 1931-33.)
eyes, and is recognized with her eye(From Walther’s “Dance and the
lids. Yes for some it is a reason for
by M.L.N.)
their fall, or it is a sign that the Theater”-translated

when a person simply stares at a per-
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Lecture Seven-Second

Half

Conclusion of Series
Luther continues: “Furthermore, with these words, ‘of whom I travail in
birth again,’ he also strikes a blow at the false prophets, as though he would say:
I begat you properly through the Gospel, but those destroyers and perverters
came and produced a new form in your hearts, not the form of Christ but of
Moses, so that your confidence no longer rests on Christ but on the works of
the Law. However, that is not the right form, or the form of Christ, but a
strange and very devilish form.”
It is a strange form when something else besides trust in Christ is produced
in the heart, when something else besides the Gospel alone rules in the heart.
Since Christ has ganied for Himself all of humanity by His vicarious life, suffering, and death, He has won for flmself also this right that He alone may rule
in men’s hearts with His grace, that men may depend upon Him alone as their
sole comfort and salvation from sin and death. Now, if human hearts are instructed in such a way that their confidence is not placed solely in Christ but
in something else, then the heart is stolen away from Christ-the
heart that
Christ purchased for Himself with His precious blood. He wants to rule alone
in the heart with His grace, but now -they have set something else upon the
throne in man’s heart.
Luther calls this other form, as we have just recalled, a devilish form. That
is a strong expression. It m.ight offend at first. A person may say: “What?
The Law also is God’s Word, isn’t it ? And if the Law is preached in such a
way that it rules in the heart, is that supposed to be a devilish work?”
Of
course it is! The Law is God’s Word, of course; but it is a perversion, a most
shameful perversion of God’s Law when it is preached in such a way that it
rules in the heart and that Christ and His grace and Gospel cannot o,ccupy the
heart. Wine is a noble gift of God It was given to man for refreshing and
strengthening him. But if someone uses wine for th.e purpose of drunkenness,
then that is a devilish perversion. Earthly goods are a gift of God, and we
should use the gifts of God to serve our neighbor. But when people misuse
earthly possessions to make gods of them and to put their trust in them, then
that is a devilish perversion.
God gave the Law to lead men to the knowledge of their sin. By the
Law is the knowledge of sin, but it is a devilish misuse of the Law if someone
wants to use it to, save people, to show people where they must place their confidence before God. Yes, that is the greatest devilishness in the world, that the
Law of God is misused in an effort to save people by it. Through this devilish
perversion of God’s Law, as Luther says, great multitudes of people are lost.
-
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For, if people have any thoughts at all about God and eternity, they rest their
hope on this, that they have to some extent at least lived an honorable life or
have done some good here and there. They trust in themselves, in their own
righteousness, in the Law. But even Moses himself does not want the Law,
which was published by him, to be used in such a way. For Moses himself
pointed to Christ as the One who would save peo~ple. He himself said: “God
will raise up another Prophet and unto Him shall ye hearken.”
Luther continues: “And he does not say: ‘I travail in birth again until I
be formed in you,’ but rather ‘until Christ be formed in you.’ That is to say,
I am laboring that you may gain again the form and image of Christ, not of
Paul. With these words he is again aiming at the false apostles. For, after
the form of Christ had been erased from the believers’ hearts, they produced a
strange form therein, namely, their own. In Chapter 6: 13 he says: ‘They
desire to ‘have you circumcised, that they may glory in your flesh’.”
These preachers of the Law often appear outwardly to be very spiritual
and very pious. And yet it is all flesh, in the end, as. the Apostle here writes.
It is not so much their object that people should be saved a.s that people should
follow their ways.
Luther goes on to say: “He talks about this form also in Colossians 3: 10,
‘Put on the new man, which is renewed in knowledge after the image of Him
that created him.’ So Paul wants to restore in the Galatians the form of Christ,
.
which was removed and destroyed by the false apostles and which consists in
this that they hold, think, and desire the same as God, whose thought and desire
is that we gain the forgiveness of sins and eternal life through Jesus Chrisg Hi.s
Son, whom He sent into the world to be reconciliation for our sins, yes, for the
sins of the whole world, so that we know that through this Son He is a reconciled and gracious Father. Those who believe are in the image of God
(Gen. 1:26), that is, in all matters they think about how God is disposed in
His heart, because they have in their hearts the same form as God or Christ.
That is what is meant, as Paul says, by being renewed in the spirit of one’s
mind and putting on the new man, who, is created after God, Eph. 4:23.24.
“He says that he travails in birth again for the Galatians, yet in such a
way that the form of the children will not be the apostle’s that the children will
not bear the image of Paul, Peter, etc., but rather the image of another father,
namely, Christ. It is He, he says, whom I want to form in you, so that in all
things you are minded as Christ Himself is minded. In short, I beget you, that
is, with fear and trembling I wear myself out again to bring you back to your
former faith, which you lost when you were deceived by the craftiness of false
apostles; you fell back again into the Law and works. For that reason. a new
and heavy labor rests upon me to lead you back again from the Law to. faith in
Christ. That is what he calls travailing in birth, etc.”
The words of Cal. 3: 10, “Put on the new man, which is renewed in knowl-

-
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edge after the image of Him that created him,” Luther in his exposition refers
not to the knowledge of the will of God as,expressed in the Law but to the knowledge of the gracious will of God. And h e d oes so because of the following verse
(v. 11) : “There is neither Greek nor Jew, circumcision nor uncircumcision, Barbarian, Scythian, bond, nor free: but Christ is all, and in all.” The reference
here truly is to the knowled,ge of the gracious will of God. It is not the
knowledge of the Law but the right knowledge of the Gospel that takes individuals out of a variety of people and makes them children of God, that constitutes the nature of spiritual life.
Let us make a comparison. That a person moves his feet, legs, arms, eyes,
etc., does not constitute the nature of a living being, but life itself lies behind
these individual visible evidences. These are only expressions of life, but the
actual life force and essence of life lies behind these evidences. So it is in
spiritual life, too. That a man lives with God’s Word, uses the means. of
grace, loves God, serves his neighbor, is active in good works-in short, that he
performs the works commanded in God’s Law and lives a sanctified life-that
does not constitute the essence of a spiritually alive person. But behind all
that must be spiritual life, and all that is only the expression and evidence of
spiritual life.
Spiritual life consists in this, that the heart believes that through Christ it
has a gracious God and eternal life after this life. That is what actually c0.n
stitutes the essence of a spiritually alive person.
The Gospel is the element in which Christians live. What air is for our
natural life, the Gospel is for our spiritual life. We cannot live physically
without air. Not f or one moment could we live spiritually without faith in the
Gospel. As soon as the confident faith that God is gracious to us for Christ’s
s.ake departs from us, spiritual life is gone. That is why those are terrible
people who come forth with a great show of sanctity as Christian teachers and
yet aim all their teaching and activity at making the Law to rule supreme in
the heart. Those teachers attack a person’s spiritual life.
Such law-prophets are the greatest plagues on earth f or men. Grasshop
per; and lice and cholera and whatever other plagues there may be are all some,:.
. . -4”. 1
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come with the name of
Christ and still d o not form Christ, the only hope and comfort! in the heart.
That is why Luther often says: “Th e greatest punishment of God that can
come upon a country is this; that God allows false prophets to come and pervert the Gospel.” And God generally lets this plague come when people have
the pure Gospel an.d do not treasure it but regard it as a very small and worthless thing.
To us God has given the treasure of the pure Gospel, by which we attain
to spiritual life and are saved and by which we can lead others to heaven. Only
let us buy while the market is open.
THE END
-A.M.S.
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A NEW YEAR’S HYMN
The old year now bath passed away;
We thank Thee, 0 our God, today
That Thou bust kept us through the
year
When danger and distress were near.
We pray Thee, 0 eternal Son,
Who with the Father reign’st as One,
To guurd and rule Thy Christendom
Through all the ages yet to come.
Take not Thy saving Word away,
Our souls’ true comfort, staff, and
stay.
Abide with us arzd keep us free
From errors, foll’wing only Thee.

Oh, help us to for&e
all sin,
A new and holier course begin!
Mark not what once was done amiss;
A happier, better year be this,
Wherein as Christians we may live
Or die in peace that Thou canst give,
To rise again when Thou shalt come
And enter Tbiue eternal home.
There shall we thank Thee and adori
With all the angels evermore.
Lord Jesus Christ, increase our faith
To praise Thy name through life and
death.
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