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He is arisen!
Glorious Word!
Now reconciled is God, my Lord;
The gates of heah ar,e open.
My Jesus did triumphant die,
And Satan’s arrows broken lie,
Destroyed hell’s direst weapon.
Oh, bear
What cheer!
Christ victorious
Riseth glorious.
Life He givethHe was dead, but slee,He liveth!
-The
Lutheran Hymnal
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II CORINTHIANS

FROM OlJR CATECHISM
On The

Savior’s

Resurrection

What do the Scriptures

temh

of

Christ’s resurrection?
The Scriptures teach that on the
Third day Christ victoriously rose from
the grave and showed Himself ah
to His disciples. Acts 10:40,41; I Cor.
15:4-8; Acts 1:3.
Why is the resurrection uf Christ of
such importmce md comfort to us?
Christ’s resurrection d e f i n i t e 1 y
proves I
A. That Christ is the Son of God.
Ram. 1:4.
B. That His doctrine iq the truth.
John 2:19.
C. That God the Futber has accepted the sacrifice o,f His Son for
the reconciliation of the world. 1
@or. 15:17; Rom. 4:25.
D. That all believers shall rire unto
eternal Zife. John 14: 19. John
11:25,26.
--

AN EASTER COLLECT
Almighty, gracious God and Father,
we thank Thee that Thou hast revealed ‘to us the holy Gospel of the
death and of the resurrection of Thy
Son, and therein hast promised to
raise up also our bodies, at the last
day unto eternal life; and we beseech
Thee to strengthen and govern us by
Thy Holy Spirit, that we may firmly
believe this, with the hope of eternal
life overcome all adversities, and so
walk through this present life that
we may not thereby lose that which
is to come, through Jesus Christ, Thy
Son, our Lord. Amen.
-51-

1514-20

And IF CHRIST BE NOT RISEN, THEN IS OUR PREACHING
VAIN,
and your faith is also vain.
Yes, and we are found false witnesses
of God because we have testified of
God that He raised up Christ, whom
He raised not up, if so be that the
dead rise not. For if the dead rise not,
then is Christ not raised.
AND
IF CHRIST
BE NOT
RAISED,
THEN
YOUR
FAITH
IS VAIN;
ye are yet in your sins.
Then they also which are fallen asleep
in Christ are, perished. If in this life
cnly we have hope in Christ, we are
of all men most miserable.
BUT
FROM
COME
THEM

NOW CHRIST IS. RISEN
THE
DEAD,
AND
BETHE FIRST FRUITS
OF
THAT
SLEPT.

fl PETER 1:3,4
Blessed be the God and Father of
our Lord Jesus Christ, which according to his abundant mercy hath begotten us again unto a lively hope
by the resurrection of Jesus Christ
from the dead, To an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that
fadeth not away, reserved in for you,
Who are kept by the power of God
through faith unto salvation.

JOHN 11:25,26
I am the resurrection, and the life:
he that believe& in me, though h.e
were dead, yet shall he live: And whosoever liveth and believeth in me shall
never die.

In the year 1943, the Norweigian
Synod published a book entitled
Grace for Grace. This book, in our
estimation, is one of the most important and timely historical books printed
in Lutheran circles during the 20th
century. It tells of the valiant battle
fought by a small group of faithful
Lutherans to preserve, by the grace
of God, for themselves and for their
children, God’s Word and Luther’s
doctrine pure. This battle was especially waged over against other groups
who wrongly and deceitfully claimed
for themselves the name Lutheran.
In reading this book one finds that
the same heresies and compromises
against which the Norwegian Synod
contended so valiantly from 1918 to
1943 still confront us today. From
the pages of this book we are able
clearly to observe how strikingly
Church History has repeated itself
by comparing the circumstances at
that time with conditions as they exist
today among those bodies which call
themselves Lutheran. This book also
vividly reminds, us of the earnest warning from God’s Word (Gal. 59) that
the leaven of false doctrine, if not
soon removed, slowly but surely permeates and sours the entire body.
In the following quotation from
Grace for Grace (pp. 132-134.) we
shall let this fine little book speak for
itself especially on one point that is
particularly timely in these last days
of the world; namely, NEGOTIATIONS
BETWEEN
SYNODS,
THROUGH
COMMITTEES,
ON
-

UNION.
Grace for Grace relates
how for a number of years ( 190%
19 17.) official
committees of the
(old) Norwegian Synod held meet
ings with similar committees of tha
United Norwegian Lutheran Church
and that, in spite of the fact that no
true Scriptural agreement was ever
reached, the committees continued to
meet for 12 years, resulting in a union
compromise
oa the unscriptural,
principle, we agree to disagree, a union
in which Truth and error are granted
equal rights.“Since the year 1917 union movcments had been growing apace. The
more liberal Lutherans in the East
had formed the United
Lutheran
Church in 1918. The Ohio, Iowa and
Buffalo Synods had united to forn
the American Lutheran Church in
1930.
The same year this new synod,
together with the Swedish Augustana
Synod,
the Norwegian
Lutheran
Church in America, the Lutheran Free
Danish
Church, and the United
Church, formed a federation called
the American Lutheran Conference.
Thus, by the end of the year 1930
the great majority of Lutherans in
American were included in the three
larger federations, the United Lutheran Church, the American Lutheran
Conference and the Synodical Conference. In 1934 an invitation was
extended by certain Lutheran laymen
of Chicago to take part m a general
movement to unite all Lutherans in
America; another came from the
United Lutheran Church to negotiate
52 -

through a committee to be elected by
the Synod with similar committees of
other Lutheran bodies with an eye
toward a union of these Lutheran
churches. Both invitations were declined because unity of faith as a
necessary pre-requisite for such negotiations was plainly lacking. These
experiences brought the whole question -of union and unionism to the
fore once more, and our lay members
had the right to ask for a thorough
discussion of the matter again. This
became the more imperative as these
union movements reached into our
Synodical Conference to. the confusion of many.

at the time of this writing, and an
tifficial committee of our Synod is
doing what it can, in meetings of the
Synodical Conference and where the
opportunity may be offered otherwise,
to uphold the principles and teachings
of Scripture and our Confessions.
rcThe theses adopted by our Synod
in 1936 to summarize our position in
this discussion are quoted here in
order that th e record ma.y be more
complete and that those who read may
study them anew for the lessons and
the warning they contain.

“From the start our Synod warned
against the dangers attending upon
such negotiations by committees between churches which disagree in doctrine, for our Synod was convinced
that this was one lesson we had learned during those years immediately
preceding 1917. But periodically the
temptation grows strong to disregard
seemingly small differences and small
errors and to stress those doctrines
upon which we seem to be in agrecment, in the hope that a more imposing outward unity may accomplish the more for the Kingdom-all
the
while forgetting or disregarding the
warning of Scripture that ‘a little
leaven leaventh the whole lump.’
Amid. this loud cry for peace the
voice of our Synod did not seem of
nuch avail; and yet, our duty and
our opportunity were there, neither
to be denied nor shirked. The discussion of this issue is still b.eing carried
on within the Synodical Conference
-
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THE. THESES
Yn view of the fact that continued efforts are being made to
unite all Lutherans in one fellowship, we adopt the following theses
as expressing the principles which
must guide us in seeking to effect
such fell,owship.
“Thesis I. The spiritual unity of
the Holy Christian Church, which
is the body of Christ, is not dependent ‘upon any such externals
as a common organization or language, but alone upon the possession
of the saving faith in Jesus Christ.
True Christians will, however, ‘endeavor to keep the unity of the
Spirit in the bond. of peace,’ Eph.
4: 3, and will therefore also seek
to establish and maintain church
fellowship with all who are one
with them in confessing the true
faith.
Thesis 11. We acknowledge one,
and only one, truly unifying influence and power in matters bo’th of
doctrine and of practice, namely the
Word of God; and only one God-

pleasing procedure in striving for
unity: that ‘The Word of God is
taught in its truth and purity, and
we as the children of God lead
holy lives according to it.’

to the truth of God’s Word and
thus promoting unity, rests at all
times upon all Christians. Cf. 1
Peter 3: 15.
CrThesis VI. Scripture warns us
clearly and emphatically
against
entanglements with errorists (R0.m.
16: 17; Titus 3:lO; 1 Timothy 6:
3-5). Any reluctance to heed these
warnings and commands of Scripture is unionism already conceived
in the heart, which if allowed to
develop, will result in full-ledged
unionism, as history also attests.”
-Submitted
by E.C.H.

Vhe&
111. Through such teaching of the Word, unity and (when
deemed desirable) union have been
attained in the past. Examples: the
early New Testament Church, the
Lutheran
Reformation,
and the
Synodical Conference.
Cc
Thesis IV. We hold that intersynodical committees are useful in
promoting Christian fellowship only:
(a) when the various groups or
synods, have, through their public
ministry of the Word, given each
other evidence of an existing unity
in spirit, and it, remains merely to
establish the fact of such unity and
to arrange for some public recognition and confession of that fact;
(b) or where it is clearly that those
in error sincerely desire to be
taught ‘the way of God more perfectly,’ Acts 18~26.

IF CHRIST BE NOT RAISED

“Thesis V. Where such evidence
of unity is lacking, or where it is
clear that those in error do not sincerely desire to be ‘taught the way
of God more perfectly,’ but such
committees nevertheless are elected
to confer with them with the view
to church fellowship, there is grave
danger that the work of these committees will result in indifferentism
and in compromise of Scriptural
doctrince and practice. (For ex.amples of this, consider the mergers
and unions of recent years among
Lutherans.) The duty of testifying
-

The two central facts of our saving
fath are: remission of sin for Christ’s
sake and our resurrection unto eternal
life for Christ’s sake. Some have
wondered why these statements: I be
lieve in the forgiveness of sin, the
resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting, are placed at the end of
the Apostles’ Creed. Here is. the
answer. If Christ be not raised from
the dead, then our faith in these great
truths would be vain. We must first
know that Jesus Christ is God’s only
Son, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and bu.ried. We must first
know that Jesus rose again on the
third day and ascended to heaven,
is living today, and is sitting at the
right hand of God, the Father Almighty. Only if these things be true
can it be true that we have forgiveness
of sins, that there is a resurrection of
the body and a life everlasting.
That is why Paul says: “If Christ
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LESSON 3
FiRST COMMANDMENT
Port 1
GROSS IDOLATRY

The Lord our God says, You shall
not have other gods before Me or
besides Me. But what does it mean
t,o have a god, or what is God? A
man’s god is his source of all good
and his refuge in all distress; %
that to have a God is to believe and
trust Him with the whole heart. If
your faith and trust be right, ther,
is your god also true; and on the
other hand, if your trust be false and
wrong then you have not the trub:
God.” (Luther’s Large Catechism) .
There is in reality only one God.
Isa. 45:5: “I am the Lord, and there
is none else; there is no God beri&
Me.” I Cor. 8:4: rcThere is none other
God Lut one.” This one God is the
Triune God, Father, Son, and Holy
Ghost (Matt. 28:19). He and He
alone should be honored as God and
worshipped by all mankind. Matt.
4: 10: “Thou
shalt worship the Lord
Thy God, und Him only shnlt tbott
serve.”
But sinful men have (Rom. 1:25)
“changed the truth of God into a lie,
and worsbipped and served the creatture more tlxzn tb,e Creator.” Some
have worshipped the sun, moon, or
stars (Deut. 17: 3) . Some have rebe not raised, our preaching would be
vain.”
Our preaching is not vain, for
Christ is risen from the dead.
-Selected
-

garded men as. gods (Acts 12:22; 14:
11). Others have made images of
men, or birds, or beasts, or creeping
things, and have worshipped them
CRom. 1123) . Th.e Philistines worshipped Dagon (Judges 16:22) and
Israel worshipped the golden calf
(Ex. 32). Psa. 115:4,8: “Their idols
are silver and gold, the work of ml&s
hands. They that make tJ?em uye like
unto them; so that everyone trusteth
in them.” God forbade all such, saying (E,x. 20:4,5) “Tbqu shalt not
make unto thee” (You shall not make
for yourself) r’uny graven image, or
any likeness of anything that is in
heaven above, or that is in the eartl?
beneath, or that is in the water under
the earth. Tl~ou shah not bow down
thyself to them, nor serve them.”
To make or use any such image or
likeness as an object of worship is
sinful idolatry in the sight of God.
Again, there are some who do not
worship visible things or graven
images. Neither do they worship the
true God, but they imagine gods for
themselves. In some ways their gods
are like the true God, but they differ
from Him in other respects. So they
are not the same God, but “other
gods.‘, In fact they are merely imaginary gods. Such, for instance, arz
the gods of those who worship one
Supreme Being, but’ do not at the
same time worship and praise our
Lord Jesus Christ as the Son of God,
true God and man, and Savior of the
world. Our Lord Jesus Christ condemns such worship when He says
(John 5:23) “AI2 men should honor
he Son, evlen us they honor the FatJ?er,
55 -

He that bonoretb not the Son, bonoretb not the Futher which bath sent
Him .”
Moreover, even among those who
worship the true God are some who
practice forms of idolatry in their
public worship. There are some who,
like Roman Catholics, call upon departed saints, and expect help, deliverance or intercession from them,
who worship before images and place
hope and reliance in the relics of the
saints. Against them it is written (Luke
4:8) “Thou shalt worship the Lord
thy God, and Him only shalt tborrr
ferve.”
There are others who, like manv
Protestants, insist that G&s Word
must be interpreted by Man’s reason.
But God’s Word reveals God. It is
to be believed, not interpreted (II
Pet. 1:20) . Human interpretations
change and modify it. And no man
can change and modify the Word
without changing the God whom it
reveals. But God says (Mal. 3: 6j
cc
I am the Lord, I cbunge not.“’ A
changed God is another god. Moreover
to change the Word is to teach for
doctrine the thoughts and precepts
of men. But the Lord Jesus says
(Matt. 15:9) “I n vain do they worship Me, teucbing for doctrines the
commandments of men.”
Whether, then, men worship creatures that God has made, or images
which they themselves have made, or
other gods which they imagine in their
hearts, they sin against God; they
break the First Commandment, their
worship is idolatry. These forms of
idolatry which can be seen or heard
-

by men, we call “gross idolatry”. But
there are other forms which are hidden
from the eyes and ears of men. They
consist in thoughts and sentiments 0;
the heart. They are not less sinful, but
because they are more difficult to de,
tect, they are called “fine idolatry’
Idolatry in every form is very foolish; for it seeks to substitute gods
that are not for the one true and living God. Idolatry is also very sinful.
It subjects the idolater to God’s wrath
and punishment. I Cor. 6:9,10: “be
not deceived-idolaters-shall
not inherit the kingdom of God.” I Cor.
10: 14: “Wherefore, my dearly beloved,
flee from idolatry.”
-J.E.S.
TRACTS

AVAILABLE!

Unionism ______ --------.--2
for 5c
Brief Lessons in Christian I3octrine
Based on Luther’s Small CatechismBrief Lesson No. 1 _-_____3 for 50
Brief Lesson No. 2 -__ __-.3 fur 5c
Order from:
THE LUTHERAN
PRINT SHOP
208 N. Ackerman
Street
Empire, Oregon

WELCOME
TO ALL
NEW SUBSCRIBERS
Keep
informed
about
conditions
existing
among 1utheran.s
and on
the Church Front.

SUBSCRIPTIONS
MAKE
EXCELLENT
GIFTS

BE SURE TO RENEW
$2.00 a Year-Anywhere
Use Subscription
Blanks
or Coupons Included
L

56 -

dead. So certain were they that Christ
was risen from the dead that they
were ready to give up that time-honored and God-given Sabbath and now
worship the Lord on the first day of
the week. So certain were these disciples that Christ was risen from the
dead that many of them sealed this
their testimony with a martyr’s death.

Nineteen hundred years have passed
since Jesus was nailed to the cross,
and this Easter thousand and ten
lthousands of people come to worship
+Iim who died despised and hated of
men, and hail Him as the King of
kings and Lord of lords. All over the
world, in Europe, in Africa, in fardistant Australia, from the Atlantic
to the Pacific in our own country,
men and women gather at Easter-time
to hear the glad message that Christ
is risen.
Is it true, we ask, that Christ i.s
risen? We must know. The angels of
God tell us that Christ is risen. The
angels, who behold God always, would
not lie and deceive. It is their great
privilege to carry out God’s command
nd to serve mankind. Therefore they
tire the first on Easter Day who proclaim the great fact. They tell us
that the grave is empty, not because
the body has been placed in another
sepulcher, but because Jesus lives.

Jesus risen from the dead declares
that He is Lord of lords and God of
very God, for none have been able
to come forth out of death by their
own power but Jesus.
Jesus risen from the dead makes
certain our salvation. God has accepted
the sacrifice that Jesus made on the
cross; His blood has really atoned
for the sins of the world. Christ’s resurrection is the proof of this acceptance.

The women tell us that Christ i.s
risen. Jesus showed Himself to the
women who went to the grave to
anoint His body for burial. Mary
Magdalene was the first among the
mortals to behold the risen Savio,r, and
she believed that He was risen only
after she had spoken to Him and seen
Him face to face.
The disciples tell us that Christ is
risen. These disciples timidly had hidden themselves behind closed doors.
Only after they had touched Jesus
and spoken to Him, were they convinced that He was risen from the
-

Christ risen from the dead means
that we shall rise unto eternal life.
As we bury our loved ones, we express
the hope that their bodies shall come
forth out of the dust of the earth.
The guarantee that this shall come
to pass is the resurrection of Jesus
Christ.
Jesus risen from the dead means
hope for all. Jesus died and rose
again for all mankind, and during
the glorious Easter season Christ invites all to come unto Him; and him
that co’meth unto Him He will in
no wise cast out.
-Selected
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When Paul Gerhardt, the great
Lutheran hymwriter, was about to die,
he thought of the welfare of his only
surviving child, a boy thirteen years
of age. Silver and gold he had little
to leave him, but it was his sincere
wish that his son might find true
peace, and with it all things, in Christ.
His will reads as follows:“Whereas I have now reached my
seventieth year and have the joyous
hope that my dear, gracious God will
shortly deliver me from this world and
lead me into a better life than I have
hitherto had on earth: I above all
things thank Him for all the goodness and truth He hath shown me
from my birth to the present hour in
body and soul and all that He hath
given me. And I heartily beseech Him
that He would vouchsafe to me, when
my hour shall come, a joyous deparrure, take my soul into His fatherly
hands, and grant my body quiet rest
in the earth till the last day, when,
together with all mine own gone before or coming after me, I shall awake
again and behold my dear Lord Jesus
Christ face to face, in whom I have
believed, but whom I have never seen.
“To my only son I leave few earthly possessions, but an honorable name,
of which he will have no special reason
to be ashamed.
“My son knows that from his tender
infancy I gave him to the Lord, my
God, as His own, that he should become a servant and preacher of His
holy Word. Let it be so, and let him
not mind that he may have few good
-

days therein; for God knows ways anl
means, and is able to compensate
amply for outward trial by inward
gladness of heart and joy of the
Spirit. Study sacred theology in pure
schools and incorrupt universities, and
do beware of Syncretists; for the
seek temporal things and are faithful
to neither God nor man. In thine
ordinary life, follow not bad company, but the will and commandment
of thy God. In particular:
“1. Do nothing evil in the hope
that it will remain secret; for nothing
can so small be spun that it comes
not to the sun.
“2. Out of thine office and calling
never grow angry. If thou findest that
anger hath inflamed thee, be perfectly
silent, and do not utter a word until
thou has first repeated to thyself the
Ten Commandments and the Christian
Creed from beginning to end.
lusts be
“3. Of fleshly, sinful
ashamed; and when thou comest .to
years that thou canst marry, do so
seeking direction from God and the
good counsel of pious, faithful, and
judicious persons.
“4. Do good to people, whether
they have the means to requite you or
not; for what men are unable to requite, the Creat,or of heaven and
earth has long ago requited, in that
He created thee, gave thee His dear
Son, and in Holy Baptism received
and adopted thee as His son and heir.
“5. Flee covetousness as thou flee
hell. Be content with what thou hast
acquired with honor and a good conscience, though it be not overmuch.
Should God, however, grant thee
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more, entreat Him to preserve thee
from any hurtful misuse of temporal
possessions.
Yn short, pray diligently,
study
with a view to some honorable pursuit, live peaceable, serve hnoestly, and
continue steadfast in thy faith and
confession: so wilt thou, too, one day
die, and depart this world willinglyj
gladly, blessedly. Amen.” -Adapted,

MIRACLES?
In the book section of the December 1955 issue of the Reader’s Digest
appeared a condensation 0.f a book
entitled, “The Miracle of Lourdes.”
The author of the book is a certain
Ruth Cranston who claims to be ‘a
Protestant. As the title indicates the
author dwells on the many miracles
which were supposed to have taken
place in Lourdes, a French town of
13,000 residents, which lies near the
Spanish border.
The author relates one cure after
another. She tells, for example, of a
man who had tuberculosis of the spine,
nephritis, and tuberculous arthritis of
the left shoulder. He had been completely bedfast for 15 months and had
T large draining abcesses. He had
been told that he was beyond medical
aid. He was brought from Ireland,
where he lived, to Lourdes where he
was supposedly miraculously cured.
According to the author this man is
still alive today and in excellent health.
This is merely one example of many
such cures which the author relate;;.
Lourdes is a Roman Catholic town.
According to a Roman Catholic legend
-

a 14 year old peasant girl by the
name of Bernadette saw a vision ,of
the Virgin Mary over a hundred years
ago. The Virgin
Mary instructed
Bernadette, “Tell the priests to build
a chapel on this spot. I want people
to come here in procession . . . praytell them to pray! . . . Go, and drink
from the spring and wash in it.”
While no spring had been known to
exist there, Bernadette found one when
she dug in the indicated spot. Soon
a shrine was built there and then the
so-called miracles began. Today, next
to this stream, there stands a large
statue of the Virgin Mary flanked
by flowers and hundreds of flickering
candles. In 1933, some 54 years after
her death, Bernadette was canonized
at St. Peter’s in Rome as a saint to
whom the people could now direct
their prayers.
Whether a miracle is true and divine, false and deceitful, can not always be detected at first glance. Satan
can imitate the divine miracles so deceitfully, that the Lord Jesus Himself
says in Matt. 24:24, “For there shall
arise false Christs, and false prophets,
and shall show great signs and wonders; insomuch that, if it were possible,
they shall deceive the very elect.”
False miracles are not to, be believed;
the divine miracles are to be believeJ.
The chief difference between the
devil’s so-called miracles and the divine mirncles is briefly this: Satan desires to substantiate false teaching
through his so-called mirncles; wbuaas, God’s miracles substantiate the
pure tedcbings of the Holy Scriptures.
The miracles which have supposedly
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taken place in Lourdes substantiate
the poisonous doctrines of the Roman
Antichrist who blasphemously curses
the cardinal doctrine of the Scriptures’
that we are saved solely by the grace
of God through faith in Jesus Christ
our Savior; consequently, these so
called miracles are from the devil.
The performance of such so-called
miracles in the Roman Church should
not seem strange to those who are
acquainted with the Biblical descrip-

tion of the Roman Antichrist as found
in 2 Thessalonians 2:3-12. There we
are plainly warned about the so-called
miracles of the Roman Antichrist,
“Even him, whose coming is after the
working of Satan with all power and
signs and lying wonders.” (v.9) . Such
“lying wonders” will continue to be
a characteristic of the Roman Antichrist until he is destroyed with the
brightness of the Lord’s coming.
-M.L.N.

Yet, my friends, those who want to be true Christians should not only
avoid participating in the worldly dance and not permit their growing sons and
daughters to do it, because such worldly dancing is a sin against the Sixth Commandment, against the Commandment of Chastity, but also
II. Because it is such a grave offense to the heterodox as well as to the
world.
To offend someone briefly means: To cause someone to become offended
that he either commits a sin which he otherwise would not have committed, or
to strengthen him in a sin which he commits, thereby giving him the impression
that that which he has thus far considered to be a sin is no sin, or that a Christian
can at least permit himself this sin. Instead of the word, “to offend,‘, the Holy
Scriptures also use the word, “cause to stumble”, because he who offends someone at the same time puts something in his way over which he stumbles and falls,
namely, into a sin. A person can offend another not only through deeds which
are in th,emselves sinful, but also through such acts which in themselves are not
sins but adiaphora, that is,, those things which God has neither commanded or
As David, for example, not only gave grievous offense with his
forbidden.
adultery so that the prophet Nathan reminded him that he had thereby “given
great occasion to the enemies of the Lord to blaspheme” (2 Sam. 12: 14) ; so
also certain Christians in Corinth, when they ate meat offered to idols, gave
offense to those who held this to be a sin, even though the eating of meat offered
to idols was in itself no sin but an adiaphoron; yet, through their eating they
caused the weak believers to follow their example and thus to sin against their
conscience.
Unfortunately,
there are many who want to be good Christians who, even
though they themselves consider something to be no sin, yet they do not ask
if others hold it to be a sin; hence, they thereby give offense. Such have no
-6O-

idea what a terrible si.n they commit, even though as said, that which they do
were no sin in itself. The Apostle Paul writes to the Corinthians who boasted
that what they did was not something sinful but a free matter, “For if any man
see thee which hast knowledge s.it at meat in the idol’s temple, shall not the
conscience of him which is weak be emboldened to eat those things which are
offered to idols; and through thy knowledge shall the weak brother perish, for
whom Christ died ? But when ye sin against the brethren, and wound their weak
conscience, ye sin dgainst Christ. Wherefore, if meat make my brother to offend, I will eat no flesh while the world standeth, lest I make my brother to
offend.” (I Cor. 8:1O-13) So y ou see, my friends, that he, who does something
which is in itself an adiaphoron and does not ask if he thereby offends a person
weak in Christian knowledge, could cause a precious blood-bought soul of Christ
to “perish)‘, that is, to be lost forever ! Is this sin then to be taken lightly?
Which of us would want such a terrible sin weighing upon us?
Listen to what Christ our Lord says concerning the sin of offense. He says,
rrBut whoso shall offend one of these little ones which believe in Me, it were
better for him that a millstone were banged about his neck, and ht be were
drowned in the depth of the sea. Woe unto the world because of offences!
for it must needs be that off ences come; but woe tc that man by whom the
of fence comet h!” (Matt. 18:6,7) What a terrible sin the sin of offense must
be on the basis of this passage! It seems as though Christ picked out the most
terrifying words that there are in the human language to present the sin of
offense in all of its terribleness and to convince us of it who are by nature blind.
Whoever can read or hear these words without fearing the sin of offense mus,t
have a heart which is harder than stone. Ponder well: Whoever dies in the sin
of offense Gay be buried with a beautiful funeral sermon and with great honors,
nevertheless, it would be better for such a person according to Christ’s sentence
that, before he commits this sin, he had been cast into the very depths of the sea
like a destructive beast with a millstone about its neck. For when this happens
then he loses his only temporal life; but when he intentionally gives offense to
others and thereby plunges them into sin, the wrath of God and damnation,
then such a one thereby loses the eternal life. Ponder furthermore: In those
words Christ speaks a double woe; first of all, a compassionate woe upon the
world which is always given offense in all places, and secondly, a wrathful woe
upon those who give the offense. Christ thus means to say: 0 you poor unfortunate world ! Even those who are to help you out of your misery of sin
1
1
11
.I
fl1-l
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cause you to stumole m tne orrense wmcn tney give you ana also strengthen yore
to the same! 0 you miserable people, who call yourselves Christians after Me
and through your example hinder the redeemed world from coming to MeI
Cease calling yourselves My friends; you are My enemies. Instead of being 3
blessing to the world, you are a curse to it ! Woe be to you now and forevermore.
Perhaps some among us may say: Be it far from us, that by our participat-661-

ing in the worldly dance we should give the world offense and thus keep it from
Christianity; on the contrary, by our showing the world that true Christianity
does not condemn such innocent pleasures, the world will then be attracted xo
Christianity instead of rejecting it. By such talk you reveal that in this ccnnection you are blinder than the world. The world knows full well that its
manner of dancing does not agree with the Biblical Christianity.
If you appear
in its ranks then the wo,rld will look upon you as a miserable double-minded per
son instead of an enlightened Christian. Instead of respecting you, it will
despise you. It will count you as one of them, only with this distinction, that
they will consider themselves honorable while they will look upon you as a
hypocrite of whom they themselves are ashtimed. The most terrib1.e thing,
however, is tha.t from this the world draws the conclusion that earnest Christianity in general is nothing else than a contemptible outward show of piety, nothing
else than a shameful restriction imposed by the preachers. Hence, woe be to the
nominal Christian who today appears in the Church and tomorrow in the ballroom; who today kneels at the altar, and tomorrow embraces a child of the world
and together with him lustily whirls about in a circle! For, “it must needs be
that offences come; but woe to that man by whom the offence cometh.”
A Lutbercrn Christian should also avoid the worldly dance, because be thercby gives such a grave off ense also to the heterodox.
Every orothdox Lutheran knows, that even among the heterodox there are
true Christians; for where the essentials of God’s Word remain, there is also
a true Church where people also with their hearts accept God’s Word which
never returns void, and are therefore true believing children of God. It is. aIso
an undeniable fact that the more earnestly the believers in the sects take their
Christianity, the greater the abhorrence they have for all worldly pleasures. So
you see, that we Lutherans, who are otherwise so strict in the teaching are, on
the other hand, lax in the other direction. This offends them extremely and
fills them with disgust for our teachings. Consequently, they do not deem it
necessary to examine our teachings earnestly, inasmuch as they maintain, that a
teaching which brings forth such fruit, can not be from God. What do such
Lutherans do, who boasting of their Christian liberty, dance according to the
manner of the world and do not ask whether or not the children of God in the
sects are offended at it ?-First of all, as we have already seen, the worldly dance
is not a matter of Christian liberty; but even if it were, whoever wants to be a
Lutheran Chr&tian should forego the use of his C,hristian liberty and rather die
than to offend one of the little ones, which believes in the Savior, through inconsiderate use of his fr,eedom and thereby fill him with suspicion, yea, with utter
disgust for the pure saving doctrine which God has entrusted to our dear Church.
Woe be to him who does not want to do this! Such a one may call himself a
member of our orthodox Church, but he is its enemy and destroyer.
Now then, dearly beloved brothers and sisters in the Lord, you fathers and
-
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you mothers, you sons and you daughters, in conclusion I plead with you and
exhort you: For the sake of the love of God who has given us the Command of
Chastity, for the sake of the,Son of God who has so dearly redeemed the whole
sinful world and therefore wants no one ,to be offended, lead astray, and lost,
and for the sake of the love of the Spirit who wants all to come to the knowledge
of the truth, avoid every. lust of the world which your flesh might bring forth
and which simply does not agree with this love. 0 may everyone of us now
repeat from our hearts with the pious poet:
My heart consider well,
What thou must und.ertake,
In peace thou wilt not dwell,
Until

the pleasures thou forsake

Of which the world and flesh partake;
Cling to Christ, God’s only Son,
Then only is the victory won.
Yes, indeed, only then “is the victory won”.
May the holy Triune God, God the Father for the sake of His only-begotten
Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior, help us all to such an heroic and blessed
resolution through the strength and power of His Holy Spirit; to whom be
thanks, praise, honor and glory, from everlasting to everlasting. Amen!
-Translated

by M.L.N.

OUR REDEMPTION
The first and chief article is thisThat Jesus Christ, our God and Lord, died for our sins, and was raised
again for our justification, Rom. 4,25.
And He alone is the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sins of the
world, John 1.,29; and God has laid upon H im the iniquities of us all, Is. 53,~;.
Likewise: All have sinned and are justified without merit (freely, and without their own works or merits) by His grace; ,through the redemption that is in
Christ Jesus, in His blood, Rom. 3,23f.
Now, since it is necessary to believe this, and it can.not be otherwise acquired
or apprehended by any work, law, or merit, it is clear and certain that this faith
alone justies us, as St. Paul says, Rom. 3,28: “For we conclude that a man. is
justified by faith, without the deeds of the Law.” Likewise v.26: “That He
might be just, and the Justifier of him which believeth in Christ.”
-Smalcald
A.rticles.-Triglotta.
-
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AWAKE MY tiEART WITH GLADNESS
Awake, my heart, with gladness
See what today is done;
Now, after gloom and sadness,
Comes forth the glorious Sun.
My Savior there was laid
Where our bed must be made
When to the realms of light
Our spirit wings its flight.

This is a sigbt that gladdens;
What peace it dotb impart!
Now nothing ever saddens
The joy within my heart.
No gloom shall ever shake,
No foe shall ever take,
Tbe hope which God’s own Son
In love for mle bath won.

The Foe in triumph shouted
When Christ lay in the tomb;
But, lo, be now is routed,
His boast is turned to gloom.
For Christ again is free;
In glorious victory
He who is strong to save
Has triumphed o’er the grave.

Now bell, its prince, the devil,
Of all their pow’r are shorn;
Now I am safe from evil,
And sin I laugh to scorn.
Grim Death .with all his might
Cannot my soul af f right;
He is a pow’rless form,
Howe’er be rave and storm.

-Paul
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