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One of the most precious words
in the Bible is JUSTIFICATION.
It
is used by the Holy Ghost in a very
special sense. He pictures God as
a gracious Judge solemnly declaring
every sinner to be a righteous person, that is, free from the power
and penalty of sin. He “justified the
ungodly”, Rom. 45.
God’s Word is Truth, John 17:17.
His judgments are true and righteous, Rev. 16:7. How then can He
declare a sinful man to. be free from
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that is, not charging their sins to
their account, II Cor. ,5:19. But He
charged them to Christ’s account:
“He has laid on Him the iniquity
of us all”, Is. 5316. “God made Him
who knew no sin t.o be sin for us”,
II Cor. 5:21. “He is the propitiation
(the satisfaction) for our sins; and
not for ours only, but also for the
sins of the whole world”, I John
2:2.
“For as by one man’s (Adam’s)
disobedience many were made (declared) sinners, so by the obedience
of One (Christ Jesus) shall many be
made (declared) righteous”, Rom.
5:19. He “was delivered for our
offenses (sins), and was raised again
for our justification (our declaration
of righteousness)“, Rom. 4:25. So
God has already declared the whole
world to be righteous in Christ, and
has given positive proof of the same,
in that He raised Him from the dead.
“God did not send His son into
the world to condemn the world; but
that the world through Him might
be saved. He that believes on Him
is not condemned.” “Whosoever believes on Him shall not perish but
have everlasting life”, John 3: 16,17.
By raising Christ from the dead, God
declares the debt for the sins of
“He died for
all men paid in full.
all”, II Cbr. 5:15. They are set free
from sin to be God’s dear children
forever.
But “he that does not believe is
condemned already, because he has
not believed on the Only - begotten
Son of God”, John 3:18. Therefore
we implore you, “Be reconciled to
God”, II Cor. 5:20. “Believe on the
Lord Jesus Christ and you shall be
saved”, Acts 16:31.
--JX.S.

THEREALGREATNESSOF
THE REFORMATION

The real greatness of the Reformation lies in the fact that Dr. Martin
Luther was chosen by God to restore
to the world the pure Gospel of the
forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation by God’s free grace alone,
through faith in the Savior Jesus
Christ. This doctrine of justification
by faith, which is the very heart of
the Gospel, had been buried and
hidden for centuries under the Roman Papacy. A great cloud of spiritual darkness covered the whole
earth. When the question was asked
by terror-stricken consciences:“What
must I do to be saved?“, the answer
given to such a question was: “DO
the works which are prescribed by
the Roman Church; pray to the
saints and especially to mother Mary
for their intercession before the
throne of God; perform various
works of penance; go on pilgrimages
to certain shrines, and, if you really
want to be certain of God’s favor,
become a monk or a nun.” Not a
word about an all-sufficient Savior
from sin, death, and hell! Luther tells
us that he was taught to think of
Jesus as a stern and angry Judge, not
as the loving and merciful Savior
spoken of in the Holy Scriptures.
But when, by the grace of God, the
words of St. Paul, “The just shall
live by faith”, were read by Luther
and entered into his mind and heart
through the power of the Holy
Ghost, it was then that Luther realized the foolishness of salvation by
works or by the deeds of the Law
and the chief doctrine of the Christian religion, the doctrine of justification by faith, was again uncovered and brought to light for all peoYour subscription expires in the ple. In this we have the real greatmonth designated with your address. ness of the Reformation.
-
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The doctrine of justificatio,n which
Luther preached in all its truth and
purity soon began to remove the
spiritual darkness of Popery. It is
this doctrine alone which is able to
deal the death blow to the great Roman Antichrist, to Satan, and to all
man made doctrines. This is well
known by the Roman Church. Rome,
therefore, curses this very clear and
wonderful teaching of Christ and of
the Apostles and Prophets by declaring in her decrees of the Council of
Trent: “If anyone says that the ungodly are justified by faith alone,
so that it be understood that nothing
else is required, let him be accursed.”
And it is no wonder that Rome does
this. What would happen to the
monasteries and nuneries, the pilgrimages and prayers to the saints,
the buying and selling of the forgiveness of sins, the priest as a mediator between God and man, yea,
what would happen to the great and
wicked Pope himself if the doctrine
of justification were taught and upheld in its truth and purity in the
Roman Catholic Church today? But
the curse of the Antichrist should
not disturb us in the least for it can
harm us none. Against the wicked
Antichrist and his kingdom, and
against all other perverters of the
Truth, St. Paul hurls the powerful
words of Galatians 1:8: “But though
we, or an angel from heaven, preach
any other gospel unto you than that
which we have preached unto you,
let him be accursed.”
The doctrine of justification is the
doctrine which is needed above everything else by people of all time.
This sin-ridden world is full of false
religions which hasten people along
the pathway to hell. Many deny
that Jesus is true God and reject His
work of Redemption. There are those
who declare that the Bible is out of
date and that new doctrines must
-

be developed for each age. For many
the motto, “live right and do right”,
is Christianity. Such people are
poor deluded and deceived servants
of Satan! They are without God, without Christ, and without hope in this
world.
Today, the true Church of the Reformation must point the people of
the world back to the Scriptures;
back to the cardinal doctrine of justification by faith without the deeds
of the Law; b$ackto Jesus as the only
Savior of all mankind in whom we
have redemption through His blood,
even the forgiveness of sins according to the riches of His grace; back
to the wonderful and eternal truth
that God was in Christ reconciling
the world unto Himself, not charging
our sins against us, but declaring
us righteous and holy in His sight
for the sake of Christ’s sacrifice on
the cross for all lost and condemned
mankind. This is the doctrine which
the world needs today as well as it
did in Luther’s time and ever since
the Fall of Adam and Eve -- and
the world will stand in need of this
doctrine until Christ Himself comes
in the clouds of heaven to judge
both the living and the dead. It is
the heart and core of God’s Word
without which no person would be
justified and saved. May we, therefore, continue to hold high this banner of the Reformation and of all
true Lutheranism as our dearest and
most precious heritage.-B.
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For several hundred years the
early churches boldly contended for
the faith in spite of severe persecution, tribulation, and hardships. Thousands of Christians sealed their confession with their own blood. But
in the 4th century A.D. the persecution of Christians by the Roman
tyrants came to an end and the
church began to become rather prosperous. Emperor Constantine and
Theodosius the Great placed the
sanction of the Roman Empire upon
Christianity and made it a state religion. This prosperity soon turned
into the pomp and imperialism of
the Roman Catholic Church. The
spirit of Antichrist was thus cultivated and nurtured in the fertile
soil of prosperity. Man-made doctrines and church regulations were
placed above the Word of God.
In the year 593, the Roman Church
invented the doctrine of Purgatory
where men, after death, must suffer
for those sins which they committed
and had not paid for here on earth.
But the Bible does not even suggest
a Purgatory, for even to the thief
on the cross, the Lord Jesus said:
“Verily I say unto, thee, Today shalt
t.hou be with Me in Paradise.” Luke
God’s Word nowhere men23:43.
tions a second chance after death,
for we read in the Scriptures: “It
is appointed unto men once to die,
but after this the judgment.” Heb.
9:27. There is furthermore no need
for a Purgatory for God forgives everything for Christ’s sake. St. Paul
writes: “There is now no condemnation to them which are in Christ
Jesus.” Rom. 8:l.
The Roman Church established a
hierarchical form of church government with the Pope as the supreme
head of the church on earth and
-

under him the cardinals, archbishops,
bishops, priests, and so on down the
line. How contrary to the Word of
God which plainly states: “One is
your Master, even Christ; and all ye
are brethren.” Matt. 23:8.
The Roman Church forbade the
marriage of the clergy. In 1123
the Pope declared that all clerical
marriages must be broken. What
about that Word of God which says:
“What therefore God hath joined together let not man put asunder.”
Matt. 19:6. In the Book of Hebrews,
we read: “Marriage is honorable in
a’l I.”
Heb. 13:4. This certainly includes also the clergy. St. Paul does
not object to marriage on the part
of pastors, for he writes to Timothy:
“A bishop must be blameless, the
husband of one wife.”
In 1190 the Roman Church invented the Doctrine of Indulgences which
gave the Pope the sole power to forgive sins. The forgiveness of sins
could therefore be sold to the people
for a price. But what need is there
when Christ’s blood “cleanses us
from all sin?, and when salvation
is the free gift of God’s grace to all
men.
In 1213 the Pope established torture trials together with the death
penalty for all those who did not accept all the teachings of the Roman
Church. What about the Savior’s
words to Peter: “Put up thy sword
into the sheath . . . All they that
take the sword shall perish with the
sword.” The real sword of the
church is what St. Paul calls the
“Sword of the Spirit which is the
Word of God”.
In 1215 the Roman Church declared the doctrine of Transubstanciation in the Lord’s Supper, stating
that the bread is actually changed
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into the body of Christ and the wine
is changed into the blood of Christ.
But the Bible plainly teaches that
the bread remains bread and the
wine remains wine. St. Paul writes:
“As often as ye eat this bread and
drink this cup, ye do show the Lord’s
death till He come.” I Cor. 11:26.
The Roman Church furthermore
declared that the Bible is not sufficient, that it must be read only in
the light of the Pope’s interpretation
and comments, that the traditions
of the church must be placed along
side of. the Scriptures. But the Word
of God plainly states: “From a child
thou hast known the holy Scriptures,
which are able to make thee wise
unto salvation through faith which
is in Christ Jesus. All Scripture is
given by inspiration of God, and is
profitable for doctrine, for reproof,
for correction, for instruction
in
righteousness: That the man of God
may be perfect, throughly furnished
unto all good works.” II Tim. 3:15-18.
In 1303 the Pope claimed political
supremacy - that all governments
must be subject to the Pope. But
the Lord Jesus says of His Church:

“My Kingdom is not of this world.”
John 18:36,37.
Since the time of Luther, the Roman Church has made tradition equal
in authority to the Bible. All who
hold the Scriptural doctrine of Justification alone by grace, for Christ’s
sake, through faith are cursed by the
Roman Church. The Virgin Mary
has been declared exempt from all
stain of original sin since 1854. Separation of Church and State is condemned by the Pope since 1864.
Since 1870 the Pope has been declared infallible (without error) when
he speaks in his official capacity
(ex cathedra).
Since 1908 all marriages not performed by an ordained
Roman Catholic priest are declared
invalid by the Roman Church. And
in 1950 another false doctrine was
added to the long list already mentioned when the Pope proclaimed
the doctrine that the Virgin Mary
was taken bodily into heaven. Here
we have a brief picture of the great
“falling away” spoken of in II Thess.
2:3 in which the “son of perdition”,
the Antichrist himself, is revealed.
-13.

The entire work of the Reformation may be summed up in the words
that God, through Luther, again put
the Bible into the hands of the common people. The Scriptures alone
must be the only source of Christian
belief-of the Christian’s faith. A
faith based on something else instead of the Scriptures alone is a
false belief and cannot save but leads
to everlasting perdition. And it is
upon God’s Word that the Church
must be built and upon nothing else.
St. Paul writes: “Ye are no more
strangers and foreigners but fellow

citizens with the saints and of the
household of God, and are built upon
the foundation of the Apostles and
Prophets; Jesus Christ, Himself, being the Chief Cornerstone.” Here
we see that our Lutheran Church is
not a new Church founded by Martin Luther over 400 years ago-as
its enemies maliciously maintain.
Though we bear the name of Luther,
we do not believe in Luther nor in
a single word he said unless he has
has proved its truth from the holy
Word of God. Luther himself claimed no authority to teach anything

-
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outside of the inspired Scripture. He new revelation - but simply asks
writes most emphatically: “So Lu- the question: “What does the Word
ther himself will not be a Lutheran of God say in the matter?” and
except in so far as he purely teaches where God’s Word speaks, all mouths
the Holy Scriptures.” And he also are closed, and the matter is dewrites: “The Word of God alone shall cided.
Through the work of the Reformaestablish Articles of Faith; nothing
else, not even an angel from hea- tion, the OPEN BIBLE was given
anew to the world, and its doctrines
ven.”
The true Lutheran Church is there- are still being preached and taught
fore built upon the Scriptures alone. in all their truth and purity in every
A Church which does not submit truly orthodox
Lutheran congreitself in doctrine and practice to the tion, small or large. The Lord has
Word of God, though it may call truly blessed our work and will conitself Lutheran, is not truly a Lu- tinue to do so by His boundless love
theran Church. When a question and grace. We would be a most unarises concerning Christian doctrine thankful people not to acknowledge
and life, the true Lutheran Church, this and the only and right way to
true to its heritage of the Reforma- acknowledge it and to show our
tion, will not accept the decision of thankfulness to God is not to cast
human reason, nor the tradition of aside God’s Word, but to cling to
church fathers, nor the authority of it, to teach it, to live it, and to pro-B.
any man or group of men, nor any claim its message to others.

er
It was against the Antichrist, the
Roman Papacy, that the Lord sent
His servant, Dr. Martin Luther, to
point men back to the true paths
of Scripture - “to contend for the
faith once delivered unto the saints.”
Luther’s contention for the faith began on October 31st, 1517 when, as
a priest and professor at the Univerd
sity of Wittenburg, he posted his 95
theses or statements against the sale
of indulgences, the sale of forgiveness papers, which were being sold
to the people of Germany in the
name of the Pope by a monk whose
name was John Tetzel. The sale of
indulgences was used by the Pope
to obtain money for the building of
St. Peter’s Cathedral and for beautifying the city of Rome. These indulgences were slips of paper on
which was written: “If you buy one
of these papers, all your sins will
-

be forgiven and you will surely go
to heaven.” Luther preached many
powerful sermons against the sale of
indulgences and his 95 theses were
copied, translated, printed and spread
throughout Germany and the rest of
Europe in a very short time. The
words of Luther aroused a bitter
controversy between Luther and the
defenders of the Pope. Some of the
most brilliant and learned men, dignitaries and officials of the Roman
Papacy, were sent by the Pope to
deal with Luther and to persuade
him to recant - to take back and
to renounce his writings, but Luther
insisted that unless they convince
him from Scr.ipure that he was wrong
he would not recant. His bold stand
for the Truth attracted universal attention and soon many people began
to express openly their approval of
Luther’s testimony. Powerful nobles
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and princes, who were moved by the was hurled against Luther. Luther
Word of God which Luther proclaim- was thus sentenced to death by the
ed, openly supported Luther and Pope. His life was in grave danger,
came to his defense. Throughout the but God was with Him!
controversy Luther continued to
A short time later, Luther was
write against the errors of the Ro- summoned by the emperor to appear
man Church and to defend the pure before a high papal council at Worms,
truth of God’s Word in all points of Germany, to answer certain charges
doctrine.
made against him. At this council
Many discussions and public de- Luther was asked whether he a@
bates were held with Luther by the kno,wledged his writings which were
officials of the Roman Church. In laid before him and whether he
June, 1520, the Pope was induced by would retract their contents. Luther
several high dignitaries of the Ro- acknowledged his writings and on
man Church to issue the Papal Bull the following day gave his answer.
of Excommunication against Luther, He addressed the assembly for two
declaring him to be a heretic and hours explaining the contents of the
ordering all of Luther’s books to be writings which he had been called
burned. This bull of excommunica- upon to retract. And then being
tion caused Luther to write even called upon to give an unconditional
more forcefully against the tyranny answer as to whether or not he would
of Rome - reopening to the people recant, Luther made the famous decthe pure fountain of God’s Word. and laration: “Unless convinced by Scrippointing them to Christ as their only ture, I cannot and will not revoke
Savior and Mediator.
anything. My conscience is bound
The Pope had ordered all of Lu- in God’s Word. Here I stand; I canther’s books to be burned but Lu- not do otherwise; God help me!
ther showed the Pope that he also Amen.”
Shortly after Luther had left the
was able to burn books. On December 10, 1520, at nine o’clock in the city of Worms he was declared to
morning, in the presence of a large be an outlaw by the emperor. Some
number of professors and students of his friends, therefore, seized him
and people of the city, Luther com- and took him to a castle where he
mitted the bull of excommunication would be able to live and work in
together with many writings and safety. In this castle Luther turned
laws of the Papacy to the flames out an astonishing amount of writing
with the words: “As thou (the Pope) and carried on enormous correspondhast vexed the Holy One of the Lord, ence. Here he studied Hebrew and
Greek more thoroughly and completmay the eternal fire vex thee.” With
these words, Luther earnestly and ed the translation of the entire New
boldly contended for the faith once Testament into the German language.
delivered unto the saints, defying The New Testament was published
the greatest power on earth, the and eagerly read by the common peoPope, before whom even emperors ple who then began to argue with
and kings quailed and bowed in rev- their priests on the basis of the Scriptures so that many of the ignorant
erence and awe.
Soon afterward the Pope issued a priests fled in alarm.
After spending 10 months of sesecond and final bull of excommunication against Luther in which the clusion in the castle, Luther returned
eternal curse and secular punishment to Wittenburg where he continued
-
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to preach to the people the eternal
truths of God’s Word. He published
the Catechism as a summary of
Christian teaching for both children
and adults. He gave to the church
its first hymnbook, having written
over 24 hymns. Later, Luther finished translating the entire Bible into the German language. In this
manner Luther truly contended for
the faith once delivered unto the
saints. - And Luther contended for
the Truth until his dying hour. When
the hour of his death drew near, one
of his friends spoke to him in a loud
voice, saying: “Reverend Father, are

you ready to die in the faith of your
Lord Jesus Christ and in the doctrine which you have preached in
His name?” Luther’s answer, his
last word, was a clear and distinct:
“Yes.”
May the bold stand of Luther urge
us to follow the command of our
Savior through the Apostle Jude,
earnestly to contend for the faith
once delivered to the saints and by
and
God’s grace remain faithful
steadfast in our stand for the Full
Truth of God’s Word even unto
death.-B.

Where are those, I ask you dear brothers ,and sisters in the Lord,
where are such Christians today who really distinguish themselves from
the children of the world? They have unfortunately become the exception among those who still call themselves Christians.
How different it was during the apostolic times. The true Christians were the rule.
The Apostle Peter was able to write to them, “Wherein they,” namely, the
children of the world, “think it strange that ye run not with them to the same
excess of riot.” (I Peter 4:4). The Christians at that time wanted nothing to
do with the vanity of the world. Earnestly they withdrew themselves from
the world and its pleasures. Between the Christians and the world there
was a very high wall over which no one could climb without betraying to his
brothers that he no longer wanted to be a Christian. And even during the
next few hundred years which followed, in the time of the bloody persecution
of the Christians, the Christian had so little to do with the vain ways of the
heathen, and so scrupulously avoided them, that the Christians in general were
looked upon as enemies of humanity. When the world (namely the heathen
world) during the first few hundred years of the Christian Era presented its
drunken, pompus banquets and prepared its gorgeous processions, one found
no Christian among them. On such days especially the Christians hid themselves; they withdrew into the privacy of their chambers and upon. their knees
besought God for grace and mercy for their poor blind people, for their fatherland which was sunk in godlessness! At that time the words of the pious
poet were fulfilled by those who bore the name of Christ:
The life of the Christians is inwardly gleaming,
Although in appearance they lack in appeal;
The gifts of the Savior upon them are beaming,
The gifts of His glory they inwardly feel;
In worldly affairs,
In life and its cares
They seem not above any others to rise:
But lusts and desires of this world they despise.
(Translation by P.E.K.)
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That is how things were at one time, but what about now? Is there still
such a high wall between Christianity and the world? Indeed not! It appears as though this wall has been torn down practically everywhere. As
the children of God, shortly before the Great Flood, saw that the daughters
of men were fair, and joining together with them became children of the
world, so also now. The vanity of the world not only rules outside, but it has
also set up its throne in the middle of the Church. Woe to the Christians in
these sad, last days!
If only I were able to add: “Thanks be to God that it is different in our
congregation!” If I were to say this, then I would be a lying prophet, because
even our congregation is not free from this corruption. A worldly-form of
Christianity is even forcing itself in our congregation, particularly in our
inexperienced youth. Indeed, we can still confess: The worldly-minded have
not as yet gained the upper hand; those who look upon God’s Word as an unbearable yoke have not as yet gained control. Thank God there are still a
large number of young men and women who earnestly desire to lay the flower
of their youth at the feet of their Savior. Such Christian young men and
women are indeed our joy. But the worldly-minded among us earnestly desire to gain the upper hand and hope that once the old “grumblers” are dead,
that is, when the earnest Christians have died, then it will be different and
the slavery in which they had to languish will then have come to an end.
Ask yourselves, my faithful Christians, what would happen if this stream
of corruption were not worked against? - Finally, our dear coagregation
would go so far that Christ would have to say to her even as He said to the
congregation in Sardis, “thou hast a name that thou livest, and art dead.”
(Rev. 3:l). Yea, our congregation would then finally become in doctrine and
life, as the congregation in Laodicea to whom He had to say, “I know thy
works, that thou art neither cold nor hot: I would thou wert cold or hot. So
then because thou art lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will spue thee
out of my mouth.” (Rev. 3:15,16).
0, in what spiritual need we live even’ in the time of peace! Who shall
help us? All of you will have to say with me: Here only God can help, for
God alone can change the hearts of men, God alone can make a Christian
heart out of a worldly heart. But through what does God do this? Through
nothing else than His Holy Word. Consequently our dear congregation
through its voting members has adopted the resolution that this spirit of a
worldly-Christianity must be worked against, that we are to have special exhortation and warning lessons to present to our dear congregation these
worldly mannerisms in the light of the divine Word. And how I rejoice to
see so many brothers and sisters, fat.hers and mothers, young and old, in this
meeting! What balm it is for the heart of your weary shepherd and overseer! For when a congregation comes to hear the truth told them ,and, a
truth which is very bitter to the flesh, then we do not have to despair concerning its salvation, for, it is not as yet lost. Then it is obvious that the
Lord still has many who are His and who will be a fortress against the everpressing stream of corruption, and that the Lord will help and restore them
to their first love. Therefore, I most heartily greet you, dearly beloved, the
Lord’s blessings be upon you!.
There are two things, as you know, which belong to the world mannerisms creeping in among the Christians more and more, and which we shall
-
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examine and judge according to God’s Word during these lessons. First of
all, the worldly dance, and secondly, the attendance at theaters.
Do not think, my dear friends, that ,we preachers imagine, if we bring
it about, that in our own midst dancing will no longer be practiced and the
theater no longer visited, and, that the congregation will then be as God
wants it. Indeed not! For then we would certainly be miserable spiritual
physicians for the sickness in our congregation. The battle which is being
begun today is being waged against worldly-mindedness. For we know that
only if this spirit is suppressed and the mind of Christ put in its place in our
congregation and that it alone rules, only then are we helped and not before.
Therefore, our theme for today is:
WHY
SHOULD
ALL THOSE WHO DESIRE
TO BE CHRISTIANS
AVOID
THE WORLDLY
DANCE
AND NOT PERMIT
THEIR
GROWING SONS AND DAUGHTERS
TO DO IT?

Note well, my dear friends, that I say that the Christians are to avoid
the worldly dance. For even in Holy Scripture we find many places where
they danced without having been punished by the Holy Ghost. We read, for
example, in. the Book of Judges 21:19-21, that the daughters of Shiloh came
out of the city “to dance in dances” that is, in a ceremonial procession and
on the “Feast of the Lord”. We read furthermore in the 6th chapter of the
Second Book of Samuel the following. When the ark of God, which had been
in a private house for 50 years and concerning which no one under Saul
bothered himself, was ceremoniously removed, David brought up the ark of
the Lord with shouting and with the sound of the trumpet and other musical
instruments. He dressed in a linen ephod to show that he wanted to perform
priestly works. His joy was so great because the holy ark of the Lord was
being returned to Jerusalem that he, as Scripture expressly says, “danced
before the Lord with all his might.” When his proud, worldly-minded wife,
Michal, saw this, she despised David in her heart and when he came home
she received him with blasphemous speech as though he should have been
ashamed of his behavior as a king in the presence of the other maidens. But
David not only concedes to her that he has done nothing indecent, but also
adds, “And I will yet be more vile than thus, and will be base in mine own
sight: and of the maidservants which thou hast spoken of, of them shall I be
had in honour.” (II Sam. 6:22). He knew which spirit incited him to dance.
Furthermore we also read in the Ecclesiastes of Solomon where the summary
is taught, “All is vanity,” that it is also stated, “and a time to dance.” (3:4).
And our Lord Jesus Christ Himself, comparing the hardened Jews who would
not be struck down by the Law or made joyful through the Gospel, says,
“But whereunto shall I liken this generation ? It is like unto children sitting
in the markets, and calling unto their fellows, and saying, We have piped
unto you and ye have not danced; we have mourned unto you, and ye have
not lamented.” (Matt. X:16,17).
But what kind of a dance was that of which the Holy Scriptures report?It was nothing else than leaping and springing with joy either with music
or without music, either with rhythm or without rhythm, and, with the exception of children at play, performed for this one purpose to extol and praise
the Lord. Nowhere in the entire Holy Scriptures do we find that men would
dance with women. Nowhere do we find even the slightest hint of this manner of dancing. Either the person danced alone, as for example David, or an
-
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entire group of women with women. This is the dance concerning which the
Holy Scriptures speak. This is also of the greatest importance. In order,
however, that you do not only believe what I say, I shall also give you a quotation from a famous historian by the name of Joachim Hildebrand, professor at Helmstaedt who died in 1691. He writes: “Many attempt to protect
the dance against the old fathers by referring to the examples of the saints
in Holy Scripture who danced. The pious matrons danced according to Exodus
15:20, also according to I Samuel 18:6, D.avid danced before the ark of the
Lord, II Samuel 6:14, but all of these dances consisted of individual persons.
The holy fathers condemned the social dances where men danced together
with women. Concerning such dances no example is found in the entire Holy
quoted
in RechenScriptures.” (Libellus de nuptiis veterum christianorum,
bergs Hierolexicon
reale p.292 sq.) Thus you see, dear brothers and sisters
in the Lord, that if you would look for an example of the worldly dance in
the entire Holy Scriptures, you would soon be convinced that the Holy Scriptures: do not speak of the world134dance as having been performed.
(Translated from Walther’s “Dance and the Theater” by M.L.N.)

THESPIRITUALLIFEOFTHE CHRISTIAN
Lectures
The

Relation

by Dr.
Lecture

of Spirituat

Fr.
6
Life

Pieper
to False

Doctrine

Spiritual life and false doctrine are the topics with which we want to
concern ourselves this evening. We have already seen that spiritual life can
be destroyed. That comes about through a life of sin. If sin comes to dominate a person who is spiritually alive, then the Holy Spirit and spiritual. life
depart from his heart. We have also noted what a horrible thing the destruction of spiritual life is, that it is more terrible than murder. But we
must now take special note of a specific way in which spiritual life is destroyed. We must do so especially because in our day this particular way
receives so little attention.
Spiritual life is destroyed principally through
false doctrine.
As we
have seen, spiritual life consists in the faith that God is gracious to us for
Christ’s sake and not for the sake of our works. Through the preaching of
this doctrine spiritual life is produced and preserved; and so through the
falsification of this teaching spiritual life is destroyed. This teaching, which
is the pure Gospel, is falsified through all those teachings that are peculiar
to the Pope, the sects, and the modern theologians. Through all such false
doctrines trust in Christ as our only Savior is destroyed and obstructed.
Throu,gh them man is led to build his hope upon himself, and so his spiritual
life is destroyed. As dear, therefore, as spiritual life and salvation are to us,
so energetic must we be in defending ourselves against all false doctrine.
That idea is alien to our times, as we noted above. We “Missourians”
are called “zealots” because we treat false doctrine as a factor that destroys
the life of the Church. In our day very few within Christendom believe that
false doctrine is a danger to life, that is, to spiritual life, and the greatest
factor in the destruction of the Church. The mass murder of souls, caused
by false doctrine, goes on quite unnoticed in our day. In our own fellow-
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ship, by the grace of God, the situation is different. By God’s grace we know
from the Word of God that all false doctrine, as far as it is concerned, is
poison and death for the spiritual life of the individual and thus also for
the whole life of the Church. And therefore we see also that God’s Word,
the Holy Scriptures, warns against nothing so often and so forcefully as it
warns against false doctrine. When we defend ourselves against false doctrine,
we are fighting for our life, that is, for our spiritual life; and when we oppose false doctrine for the welfare of others, we know that we are thereby
doing them the greatest of favors.
How Luther judged false doctrine with reference to, its destructive effect
upon spiritual life we may see, for example, in a sermon of his on the Gospel
for the Twelfth Sunday after Trinity (St. Louis Edition XI, 1530ff.). Luther
there treats the question of what it means that Christ, at the healing of
the deaf-mute, sighed and put His fingers into the man’s ears and touched
his tongue. Luther says that Christ sighs because of the damage that is
caused in the Church when the tongue is misused in the preaching of false
doctrine and the ear is misused in the hearing of false doctrine. Let us
hear this passage.
Luther writes: “He (Christ), of course, saw quite well what damage and
what woe would yet occur by way of tongues and ears,” that is, tongues that
speak false doctrine and ears that listen to false doctrine. “It is great destruction when they persecute Christians, drown them, burn them, and hang
them, and when the world strikes with its fist against the Word. But this
destruction does reach its full effect and does not ultimately succeed. For,
when they hear that people are being made to suffer such wrongs, they merely take courage and boldness from that and despise martyrdom and suffering.”
Church history, of course, substantiates that. To be sure, the external
persecution of the Church, the fire and the sword, are also a Church-destroying work of the devil. The devil by such means storms against the Church
and wants to destroy it and cause it to disappear from the face of the earth.
He also succeeds in that way to tear individuals away from the Church again.
There have always been individual Christians who, under persecution, became weak, denied the faith, remained fixed in their denial, and so were
eternally lost. Rut in general the results were quite different from what
the devil had planned. It was just through such outward persecution that
the Church was driven to the Word. The Christians were induced by the
prospect of losing everythin,g on earth to cling with their whole hearts to
the saving truth as their only treasure upon earth. And even if Christians
had to lose body and life in physical persecution: still they could, from the
place of their martyrdom, raise songs of praise to their Savior and thus enter
into heaven.
But it is quite different when the devil storms against the Church with
false doctrine,
which is presented under the guise of truth; for thus hearts
are turned away from Christ, faith is extinguished, and the Church is destroyed from within.
Luther continues: “Therefore, that is not the greatest damage which
is inflicted upon Christendom by tyrants, but the little piece of meat that
is stuck between the teeth is what does the greatest damage to Christ’s Kingdom. I am not now speaking of this, that people deceitfully belie one another
-
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and slander one another. I am speaking of these important things, that, after Christ has loosened the tongue and has given it the Gospel, it afterwards
works such remarkably great destruction. Of course, that destruction is not
visible; and it is a much more terrible sight to see a man’s head cut off than
to see a false preacher or writer arise.” A “false writer” is a false prophet
who presents his false teaching in writing or in print.
Why is it that people in our time do not recognize the Pope, as the Antichrist but rather, in looking around for the Antichrist, look for people like
Nero, or Napoleon ? That is due to the fact that people regard the destruction
of physical life as the greatest of tragedies but regard it as of small consequence when spiritual life is destroyed, through false doctrine. And yet it
is truly a small matter that Nero butchered hundreds of thousands of Christians, compared with the fact that the Pope ‘in the course of centuries has continuously led millions upon millions into hell through his false doctrine.
Those that Nero killed could sing songs of praise to their Savior from the
place of their martyrdom, but those who have come under the influence of
the Pope, those whom the Pope has trapped with his false doctrine, cannot
call upon Christ as their Savior and die a blessed death.
But we, too, are not always terrified in our hearts at the destruction of
spiritual life. None of us could look without shuddering when a man’s
physical life is taken. There is no man who can view an execution with no
concern at all. But this we can do, that we lo,ok on unconcerned when a person’s spiritual life is taken from him, when, for example, through the giving
of offense spiritual life is destroyed in someone’s heart and that person ceases to be a member of the body of Christ. Suppose we imagine this experience: in a certain city is a man who lures people into his house, and whoever lets himself be enticed to enter that house is choked to death or is murdred by the stab of a dagger in his breast; that would horrify everyone. And
yet consider what is actually happening continually. Millions are attracted
to the Church through all sorts of external Christian show; then what happens to them there? They are spiritually murdered inasmuch as they are
not directed to Christ as their only Savior but rather to their own works.
And we know that they that are of the works of the law are under the curse
and cannot be saved. Therefore, we must again and again remind ourselves
on the basis of God’s Word what an abomination false doctrine is.
Luther is speaking here of the damage that false teachers do also as
writers. How do people in our day judge the “false writers” in Christendom?
They do not make much of it that every year there appear writings by the
hundreds in which false doctrines are still presented. Why is that? It is
due to this, that what is now called the Christian church, that is, external
Christendom, no longer recognizes at all the destruction that false doctrine
causes. It should be this way, that every book which contains false doctrine
and which wants to spread false doctrine in Christendom would be branded
in Christendom as something most horrible. If someone ventures to come
before the Christian world with word or pen and advances false doctrine,
that is in a spiritual way the same as if someone were to rush into a crowd
with a sword.
-Translated by A.M.S.
(to be continued)
-
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Christ Himself has described the
way to heaven as a narrow path. Just
so narrow is the path of the pure
doctrine. For the pure doctrine is
nothing else than the doctrine regarding the way to heaven. It is
easy to lose your way when it is narrow, rarely traveled, and leads
through a dense forest. Without intending to do so and without being
aware of it, you may make a wrong
turn to the right or left. It is equally
easy to lose the narrow way of the
‘pure doctrine, which likewise is traveled by few people and leads through
a dense forest of erroneous teachings. You may land either in the
bog of fanaticism or in the abyss
of rationalism. This is no jest. False
doctrine is poison to the soul. An
entire banqueting party drinking
from cups containing an admixture
of arsenic can drink physical death
from its cups. So an entire audience
can invite spiritual and eternal
death by listening to a sermon that
contains an admixture of the poison
of false doctrine. A person can be
deprived of his soul’s salvation by
a single false comfort or a single
false reproof administered to him.
This is all the more easy because
we are all naturally more accessible
to the shining and dazzling light of
human reason than to the divine
truth. For “the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of
God, for they are foolishness unto
him; neither can he know them.”
I Cor. 2,14.
From what has been said you can
gather how foolish it is, yea, what
an awful delusion has taken hold
upon so many men’s minds who ridicule the pure doctrine and say to
us: “Ah, do cease clamoring, Pure
doctrine! Pure doctrine! That can
only Land you in dead orthodoxism.
-

Pay more attention to pure life, and
you will raise a growth of genuine
Christianity.”
That is exactly like
saying to a farmer: “Do not worry
forever about good seed; worry
about good fruits.” Is not a farmer properly concerned about good
fruit when he is solicitous about getting good seed? Just so a concern
about pure doctrine is the proper
concern about genuine Christianity
and a sincere Christian life. False
doctrine is noxious seed, sown by
the enemy to produce a progeny of
wickedness. The pure doctrine is
wheat-seed; from it spring the children of the Kingdom, who even in the
present life belong in the kingdom
of Jesus Christ and in the life to
come will be received into the Kingdom of Glory.
(LAW AND GOSPEL by Dr. Walther)
NEWS

AND

COMMENTS

The Rev. John Evans, religious editor of the Chicago Tribune,
reports
in the August 17, 1955, issue:
“Future ministers must be trained
to be executives as well as theologians, Dr. Daniel D. Williams, professor at Union Theological Seminary, New York City, yesterday told
faculty members of institutions affiliated with the Missouri Synod of
the Lutheran Church.
“He spoke at Concordia Teachers’
College, River Forest, where 280 faculty members of 17 ministerial training institutions have been in session
three days.”
In the August issue of the Confessional
Lutheran,
p. 95, Union Theological Seminary is called a “hotbed of modernism”. One wonders
why the Missouri Synod would have
to engage a speaker from such a
Seminary to address the instructors
of their future pastors and parochial
school teachers.-A.M.&
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Lord, keep us in Thy Word and work,
Restrain the murderous Pope and Turk,
Who fain would tear from off Thy
throne
Christ Jesus, Thy beloved Son

Thou Comforter of priceless worth,
Give one mind to Thy flock on earth;
Stand by us in our final strife,
And lead us out of death. to life.

Lord Jesus Cb,rist, Thy power make
k nown,
For Thou art Lord of lords alone;
Shield Thy poor Christendom, that we
May evermore sing praise to Thee.

Destroy their counsels, Lord, our God,
And smite them with an iron rod,
And let them fall into the snare
Which for Thy Christians they prepare.

So that at last they may perceive
That, Lord, our Go,d, Thou still dost
1’we,
And dost deliver mightily
All those who put their trust in Thee.
-Dr.
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