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STATEMENT 
OF PURPOSE 

To Make known the teachings, 
treasures, and history of the true 
Lutheran Church. 

To. Offer evidences that the Lu- 
theran Church is not a sect, and 
Not a New church, but rather ,a con- 
tinuation of the Church of Jesus 
Christ, our Lord and S,avior; 

To Show what True Lutherans Must 
believe, how they are to Live a 
Christian life, suffer in patience, and 
die in peace; and 

To Uncover the current false doc- 
trines, to, Oppose them, and to Warn 
against them, especially to unmask 
False Lutherans and their Aberra- 
tions from Scriptures and the pure 
Lutheran Confessions, including the 
Book of Concord of 1580, the 
Brief Statement of 1932, and our 
Confession of Faith. 

The Bible tells us: “The fool hath 
said in his heart, There is no God.” 
A person who denies the existence 
of a God is a fool, a know-nothing, 
an a,gnostic. Why? Because the de- 
nial of the existence of a God is the 
height of unreasonableness; it is con- 
trary to common sense. Even the 
devils are not such fools as to deny 
the existence of God. The Bible tells 
us: “The devils also believe, and 
tremble.” There are no atheists in 
Hell! 

But why is it so unreasonable to 
deny the existence of a God? Be- 
cause the universe itself declares to 
our senses that there is a God. It 
would indeed be unreasonable to con- 
ceive of a building without a build- 
er; of a watch without a maker; of 
a tractor without a manufacturer. 
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And so also it is most unreasonable 
to think of the universe without a 
Creator. In the Book of Hebrews, 
we read these words: “Every house 
is builded by some man; but He that 
built all things is God”, and again 
in Psalm 19, we read: “The heavens 
declare the glory of God and the 
firmament showeth His handiwork.” 

The old church father, St. Augus- 
tine, once wrote: “I asked the earth; 
it said: ‘I am not He’; and all that 
therein is made the same acknow- 
ledgement. I asked the sea and the 
depths and all that move and live 
therein, and they answered: ‘We are 
not thy God; seek higher.’ I asked 
the winds, but the air with all its 
inhabitants answered: ‘ I am not thy 
God.’ I asked the heavens, the sun, 
the moon, the stars, and they an- 
swered: ‘Neither are we the God 
whom thou seekest.’ And I said to 
all thin.gs that surround me: ‘Ye 
have told me concerning my God 
that ye are not He; speak then to 
me of Him.’ And they all cried with 
loud voices: ‘He made us’.” All of 
creation declares the existence of a 
God! But nature does not reveal to 
us who this true God is, nor is this 
natural knowledge of God sufficient 
to save mankind. 

In order that men might know who 
the true God is, and how to worship 
Him aright, God has fully revealed 
Himself to all men in the Bible. 
While nature tells us that there is 
a God, the Bible tells us who this 
God is. We are, therefore, not per- 
mitted to make up our own thoughts 
about God, as do the heathen, but 
our belief in God must conform to 
what the Scriptures say of Him. 

The Bible, first of all, points out 
to us that there is only one God. In 
the Book of Deuteronomy, Moses 
wrote: “Hear, 0 Israel: the Lord, our 
God, is one Lord.” And in 1 Corin- 

thians, St. .Paul writes: “There is 
none other God but one.” Therefore 
the heathen people, who worship 
many gods, do not worship the ONE 
TRUE GOD whose command to all 
men is: “Thou shalt have no other 
gods before Me”, “Thou shalt wor- 
ship the Lord Thy God, and Him 
only shalt thou serve.” 

There is only ONE God, but the 
Bible, furthermore, distinctly tells us 
that in this one divine essence there 
are three distinct and separate per- 
sons: the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Ghost. In the very first verse 
of Genesis we are told that “in the 
beginning God created the heaven 
and the earth”, and further on: “The 
Spirit of God moved upon the face 
of the waters”, and in verse 3: “And 
God said, Let there be light; and 
there was light.” Here we have re- 
vealed to us, in the very first verses 
of Scripture, the Father, the Holy 
Spirit, and the Word which was in 
the beginning with God, the eternal 
and everlasting Son of God who was 
made flesh and dwelt on earth. And 
again, the plurality of the persons 
is mentioned in Genesis 1:26, where 
we read: “And God said, Let us make 
man in our image, after our like- 
ness.” Three persons are implied in 
the blessing which the Old Testa- 
ment priests pronounced upon the 
people, Numbers 6:24. Three per- 
sons are implied in the song of the 
angels which the prophet Isaiah 
heard: “Holy, Holy, Holy is the Lord 
of hosts.” At the baptism of Jesus 
we have a glorious revelation of the 
three persons of the Holy Trinity: 
the Father speaking from heaven; 
the Son standing at the Jordan river; 
and the Holy Ghost descending in 
the form of a dove. The three per- 
sons are mentioned in the Great 
Commission of our Savior: “Go ye 
therefore and teach all nations, bap- 
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tizing them in the name of the Fa- 
ther and of the Son and of the Holy 
Ghost”, likewise in the Apostolic 
blessing where St. Paul writes: “The 
grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
the love of God and the communion 
of the Holy Ghost be with you all.” 

Moreover, the Father, the Son, and 
the Holy Ghost are not merely dif- 
ferent names for God because there 
are properties belonging to each per- 
son which cannot be said of the oth- 
ers as we confess in the Athanasian 
Creed (Lutheran Hymnal, p. 53.): 
“The Father is made of none, neither 
created, nor begotten. The Son is 
of the Father alone, not made, not 
created, but begotten. The Holy 
Ghost is of the Father and of the 
Son; neither made, nor created, nor 
begotten, but proceeding.” (cf. Cat- 
echism, p. 49. ques. 27.) And yet the 
Scriptures teach with equal clearness 
that each of the three separate per- 
sons is not one-third of God but that 
each one is God whole and entire. 
“The Father is God, the Son is God, 
the Holy Ghost is God, and yet there 
are not three Gods, but only one 
God.” This is the Doctrine of Trin- 
ity, the doctrine of the one and only 
True God, the God revealed to us 
in the Scriptures. 

One of the objections to the doc- 
trine of the Trinity is that it is so 
mysterious and so incomprehensible. 
It is indeed a mystery to our puny 
minds and it shou1.d cause us to feel 
very humble before our great God. 
How can we, who cannot even begin 
to fathom the mystery of life and 
the forces of nature, ever deem it 
possible to comprehend Him who cre- 
ated life, who gave us our being, 
and who controls the elements? But 
there is one thing which we can and 
must do, and that is, we must BE- 
LIEVE in the Triune God, Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghost, for so He has 

revealed Himself to us in His Word. 
We must know Him, accept Him, and 
trust in Him alone for our salvation 
-clinging firmly to the fact that 
God the Father so loved the world 
that He gave His only-begotten Son; 
that Christ, the eternal Son of God, 
gave Himself a ransom for the sins 
of the world, that He might redeem 
us and earn for us the forgiveness of 
sins, life, and salvation; that the Holy 
Ghost creates faith in the hearts of 
men, comforts us in all our earthly 
tribulations, assists us in all of our 
duties, guides us into all Truth, and 
preserves us in the true faith unto 
life everlasting. -B 

LORD, LEAVE ME NOT ALONE 

Lord, leave me not alone 
Whute’er betide; 
Where’er I go or come 
Be at my side; 
Whether at borne I urn or far dfieid, 
Oh be Th ou ever near, 
My Strength and Shield. 

When I dm till alone. 
Be ever near; 
14midst the storms of life 
Let me not fear; 
If ever I forget, 
Look Thou on me 
And from my faults and sins 
Set Thou me free. 

When rocks and thorns infest 
My path through life, 
And when I am beset 
By pain and strifes 
Oh bear me safely, Lord, 
Tr&ough storm and night 
And bring me home at lust 
To heaven’s light. 

(Based on the German: 
“Herr, Lasz Mich Nicht Allein.“) 

-P.E.K 
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Another Pastor Resigns From The Missouri Synod 

On January 17, 1955, the undersigned, after much prayerful considera- 
tion and in obedience to the clear Word of God, tendered his resignation from 
Zion Lutheran Church, Milwaukee, Wisconsin, and from the Lutheran Church 
-Missouri Synod. A 1943 graduate of Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, MO., 
he was called to Zion Lutheran Church in 1945 as associate pastor to the Rev. 
Henry Tesch. Zion Church is 72 years old and numbers better than 1590 
communicants. 

For years the undersigned had observed the growing liberal tendency 
in the Missouri Synod and greatly deplored the ever-increasing number of 
unionistic practices and false teachings on the part of many prominent offi- 
cials and clergymen in that Synod. As a result he began a program of dis- 
seminating information among the members of Zion concerning this growing 
liberalism within the Synod. By means of Bible class sessions, society meet- 
ings, council and voters’ meetings, confirmation classes, and special congre- 
gation-wide mass meetings he sought to keep the laity informed on the sad 
developments along doctrinal lines in the Missouri Synod. 

Most disappointing were the Synodical conventions at which doctrinal 
issues were discussed, but not solved. The outcome of the Synodical Con- 
ference Convention was eagerly awaited, but also this convention, both at 
Detroit and at Chicago, was another failure in solving the doctrinal difficul- 
ties at issue within the Conference, since it merely referred them to pastoral 
groups, theological faculties, and other committees for further study. 

Consequently the undersigned felt constrained to present to Zion Church 
his reasons for urging that congregation to sever affiliation with the Mis- 
souri Synod. In a mimeographed document entitled: “Why I Believe It Is 
Time To Sever Affiliation With The Missouri Synod”, he set forth the follow- 
ing 12 reasons: 

1. Because during the last ten years the Missouri Synod has faltered in 
its firm stand on the Word of God and by the development of a lib- 
eral tendency has become a unionistic body. 

2. Because the document, “A Statement”, which appeared in 1945, 
drawn up by 44 clergymen of Synod and containing false doctrine, 
was never officially retracted, although it was withdrawn from dis- 
cussion. 

3. Because the “Common Confession”, adopted by Synod in 1950 and 
re-affirmed in 1953, is inadequate for settling differences between 
the Missouri Synod and the ALC and is in part. out, of harmony with 
Scripture. 

4. Because false teachin,g exists in Synod with reference to the doc- 
trines of church fellowship, verbal inspiration, the Antichrist, ob- 
jective justification. 

5. Because in cases of unionistic practices on the part of clergymen, 
professors, and officials, which have been a public offense, no ef- 
f ective disciplinary action was taken. 

6. Because the Boy Scout movement, once rejected by Synod, is now 
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7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 

11. 

12. 

practically sanctioned, and the result has been to create confusion 
among our churches and lay people. 
Because Synod officials have interfered in congregational affairs, 
and have caused faithful pastors to be ousted from their God-given 
offices without valid Scriptural reasons, thus perverting the Biblical 
doctrine, of the divine ministry and of the divine call. 
Because the Synodical Conference conventions in Detroit and Chicago 
did not settle the issues involved, but placed them in the hands of 
faculties, pastoral conferences, etc., for further discussion, thus de- 
laying their settlement for perhaps several years, while the leaven 
of false doctrine continues to work among both clergy and laity. 
Because to ignore the above-mentioned departures from the Word 
of God would be a sin against the clear direction of Scripture: 

Rom. 16:17 - Mark them which cause divisions and offenses con- 
trary to the doctrine which ye have learned, and avoid them. 

2 Cor. 6:17 - Come out from among them and be ye separate! 
Titus 3:10 - A man that is an heretic after the first and second 

admonition reject! 
1 Tim. 6:3-5 - If any man teach otherwise and consent not to the 

doctrine which is according to godliness, from such withdraw 
thyself. 

Because to remain in Synod under present conditions would make 
one partaker of its sins. 2 John 1O:lI - He that biddeth him God- 
speed is partaker of his evil deeds. 1 Tim. 5:22 - Neither be partaker 
of other men’s sins. The situation has developed where a stalemate 
is evident and confessors of the truth gain nothing by remaining in 
Synod. 
Because, while it is a fact that we should be patient in dealing with 
error, yet the time comes when patience is no longer a virtue, for 
“charity rejoiceth in the truth” (1 Cor. 13:16), and Scripture nowhere 
states that patience is required when men tolerate or persist in their 
error. 
Because Article XVIII of Zion’s Constitution indicates the necessity 
of a separation when Synod no longer holds to its principles of doc- 
trine and policy as laid down in its Constitution of 1847. 

At the request of the undersigned a special voters’ meeting was called 
for January 17, 1955. About 80 voters were present. He then discussed with 
them the above 12 points and demonstrated on the basis of the Word of God 
why the step of separation was necessary at this time. There was much dis- 
cussion, but not one voter defended. the pastor’s position or agreed that the 
congregation should sever with Missouri. Even the associate pastor, the 
Rev. Henry Tesch, while stating that he agreed with Pastor Schaefer in prin- 
ciple, nevertheless, did not favor withdrawing from the Synod but deemed 
it best to stay within the organization and continue fighting against the ele- 
ments of liberalism. 

As the meeting reached its climax, the congregation voted unanimously 
to stay with the Missouri Synod. Since he had no other alternative, the un- 
dersigned then tendered his resignation from the congregation and from the 
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Synod, effective at once. Zion Church accepted his resignation, but added 
the words: “with regret”. 

Here is another case of the sad state of affairs within the Missouri Synod, 
even in such congregations as have been duly informed of the errors preva- 
lent. There is a stubborn refusal, despite better knowledge, to heed the Word 
of God in Rom. 16:17; Titus 3:10; and 1 Tim. 6:3-5. May God in His mercy 
lead them to do what He expects of all those who walk in the Truth! 

-0. W. Schaefer 

To All Those Who Desire To Be Our True Brethren 
In The Faith 

(Reprinted, under new heading, from the July, 1952, Orthodox Lutheran.) 

“The harvest is past, summer is 
ended, and we are not saved.” This 
lament of the prophet Jeremiah 
(chapter 8, verse 20) expresses the 
grief of a generation whose oppor- 
tunity for a’ God-pleasing reformation 
has been deferred until it is too late. 
God has always His remnant accord- 
ing to the election of grace. And 
in His own time He can also accord- 
ing to the riches of His mercy lead 
multitudes to return to the old paths. 
Through Jeremiah He promised such 
a restoration after seventy years. 
But for the generation who lived at 
the time of this prophecy, except 
for a very small remnant, it was too 
late. 

For us of the Orthodox Lutheran 
Conference it is a solemn reflection 
that if God had not intervened and 
led us in the way that He would 
have us to go last September, it 
might today be too late for us to 
stem the tide, and do now what He 
enabled us to do then. We should 
in all human probability be swim- 
ming with the stream. 

It is the same solemn reflection 
which moves us to take thought for 
our brethren who profess the same 
faith with us but who have so far 
failed to join us in confessional ac- 

tion. (As far as we know, there are 
no longer such brethren as there 
were when this article was written 
in 1952. This applies to any other 
use of the word, “brethren”, in this 
article.-Ed.) 

“The Articles of Agreement”, to 
be superseded, God willing, at our 
Minneapolis Convention, August 23 
to 25, by a permanent Constitution, 
declare our purpose “to offer en- 
couragement and assistance to pas- 
tors, teachers, laymen, and congre- 
gations, who are in the state of con- 
fession (in statu confessionis, that is 
protesting membership) in heterodox 
Lutheran bodies, and who share our 
Confession of Faith.“* And we are 
in earnest about this purpose. 

But the “confessional state”, as 
the term is used among the adher- 
ents of old Lutheran Scriptural doc- 
trine, is much misunderstood today, 
both by our opponents, and perhaps 
by some of our friends also. Offi- 
cial Missouri opinion seems to range 
from the view that if anyone feels 
in conscience bound to declare him- 
self in a state of confession the Sy- 
nod would not object, on the one 
hand, - to a suspicion that anyone 
who does so has thereby entered in- 
to some sort of affiliation with an- 
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other church body, on the other. The 
former attitude apparently indicates 
a willingness to let people protest 
if they must, but not to pay much 
attention to such protests as long as 
they stay in the organization. Many 
instances could be adduced for this 
attitude of Missouri officialdom. The 
latter attitude apparently suspects 
that a person in the confessional 
state has already driven a wedge in- 
to the organization and tied up with 
people outside of it, in which case 
officials feel that they must “crack 
down” promptly. Instances of this 
attitude are constantly multiplying. 
Those who are thus dealt with we 
count happy; but those whose protests 
are tolerated but not heeded are in 
a dangerous position for confessors 
of the truth. 

The real meaning of the confes- 
sional state implies progressive ac- 
tion, a constant protest against the 
errors of a church body to which 
one belongs, but whose aberrations 
he does not share, with the definite 
goal of either bringing about a cor- 
rection of the false doctrine and the 
disciplining of its adherents or else 
severing one’s own connection with 
the body which continues to tolerate 
error. There is no such thing as a pas- 
sive confessional state, and there is 
also no such thing as a permanent 
confessional state. 

If someone holds protesting mem- 
bership in a heterodox Lutheran bo- 
dy, that does not necessarily mean 
anything to us of the Orthodox Luth- 
eran Conference; but if he protests 
against the same errors which we 
oppose, and “shares our Confes.sion 
of Faith”, then we can justly expect 
that he informs us of this agreement 
and declare fellowship of faith with 
us, though he may not immediately 
join us. Then-and only then-we 
should be in duty bound to acknow- 

ledge him as a brother. Being, as 
we are, a body separately organized 
upon a definite doctrinal platform, 
anyone who will take the trouble to 
examine our public declarations can 
know where we stand. But we can- 
not know where a member of a he- 
terodox body stands until he tells us.. 
Up to the time he tells us his agree- 
ment with us we shall have to as- 
sume that he agrees with the body 
in which he holds membership, and, 
that being a heterodox body, is there- 
fore not in fellowship with us. 

From the time that a protesting 
member of a heterodox body tells us 
of his agreement with us, however, 
we expect that he will publicly ac- 
knowledge us in the face of our ad- 
versaries, make c.ommon cause with 
us, support our work to the extent 
of his ability, and show evidence that 
he is either making progress in bring- 
ing his associates to the acceptance 
of the truth or sever his connection 
with them. 

So far as the Missouri Synod is 
concerned, it seems impossible that 
any evidence should now be adduced 
to show that that body is being led 
back to the truth it once confessed 
or is taking steps to discipline the 
errorists who now dominate it. The 
evidence to the contrary is too over- 
whelming. 

After the “Agreement” of the 
.Presidency with the signers of the 
“Statement of the Forty-four” fol- 
lowed its fruition in the acceptance 
of the “Common Confession”; after 
the “Common Confession” the agree- 
ment of the Armed Services Com- 
mission with the National Lutheran 
Council, and after that the ACDP 
report already approved by the Pres- 
idency of the Missouri Synod, show 
a progressive descent to ever new 
depths of doctrinal deterioration . 

How can a professed confessional 
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brother any longer say to the Mis-, 
souri Synod: “I reject these errors, 
but since I cannot in fairness de- 
mand that you share my conviction 
over night” . . . etc.? But this con- 
viction is just the position that the 
Missouri Synod itself held for nearly 
a century, and the errors are those 
to which the confessional brethren 
have been objecting for at least sev- 
eral years. To continue the sentence 
quoted from the Synodical Confer- 
ence Proceedings of 1875, and say: 
“I will remain with you in the hope 
that this may finally come about,” 
would under the conditions prevail- 
ing in this latter half of 1952 be a 
dismal farce. 

Against one who would fail to see 
the impossibility of this position over 
against the Missouri Synod now we 
should have to hold that he is de- 
scribed in the further words of that 
same illuminating report of the Syn- 
odical Conference: “Such as declare 
that they would resign, but do not 
carry this out.” A legitimate con- 
fessional state terminates when there 
is no longer ground for hope that 
the error against which protest is 
made can be removed from the cor- 
porate body. That time has come 
in the Missouri Synod for all who 
have eyes to see and ears to hear. 

Over against all such dangerous 
temporizing let us site a true exam- 
ple of a brother in a state of confes- 
sion who clearly realized his goal and 
by God’s grace, attained it . The pas- 
tor of the congregation at Height of 
Land, Ponsford, and Osage, Minne- 
sota, the Rev. Francis Q. Schup- 
mann, who, upon our visit to the 
first two of these congregations about 
a month before this present writing, 
was still a protesting member of the 
Missouri Synod, was given the “crack 
down” treatment in a particularly re- 
pulsive form by the Missouri Synod 

officials, but may now say to his ad- 
versaries: “Ye thought evil against 
me; but God meant it unto good, to 
bring to pass as it is this day, to save 
much people alive.” 

For not only has this brother now 
renounced his own membership in 
the Missouri Synod and cast his lot 
with the Orthodox Lutheran Confer- 
ence, but God has graciously led 
many of his flock not only to a clear 
knowledge of the truth but to bold 
confessional action together with 
their faithful pastor. This example 
we commend to all who are not only 
in protesting membership in a heter- 
odox Lutheran body but who also 
fully share our orthodox Lutheran 
Confession of Faith. 

Such brethren in the one true 
Faith, known or unknown to us, who 
may read these lines, we desire to 
embrace in fraternal love; but such 
we would also warn in fraternal so- 
licitude: “If there come any unto 
you, and bring not this doctrine, re- 
ceive him not into your house, nei- 
ther bid him God speed; for he that 
biddeth him God speed is partaker 
of his evil deeds” (2 John, vv. 10 -and 
ll),-but be ye not “partakers of 
other men’s sins” (1 Timothy 5:22). 
Most sincerely we extend to you the 
invitation, not for the sake of the 
external growth of our fellowship- 
for we desire none to walk with us 
who are not truly of us-but for your 
own welfare in these days when it is 
so perilous to stand aloof from your 
brethren: “Come thou with us, and 
we will do thee good.” Numbers 
10:29. Wallace H. McLaughlin 

*This quotation still stands in the 
permanent “Constitution” of the Or- 
thodox Lutheran Conference. 

Change of Address 
Rev. A. M. Schupmann 

Route 2 Chesterfield, Missouri 
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(An Examination of the Program and Principles of “The Boy Scouts of 
America” in the Light of Holy Scripture.) 

(A condensation of an essay delivered by Pastor H. D. Mensing at 
the 0. L. Pastoral Conference, January, 1954.) 

1. Our Position: If Scouting restricted its activity and interest to the 
purely physical and mental, secular, and civic side of a boy’s life, it would 
not be sinful for any Christian boy to join the organization and participate 
in its activities. This would then be an “adiaphoron”, that is, a thing neither 
commanded nor forbidden in Scripture, a matter of our Christian liberty. 

Our reason for this Position: The Bible teaches that all things, but only 
those things, which are contrary to the Word of God are sinful, 1 John 3:4; 
1 Cor. 6:12; 1 Tim. 4:4; Gal. 5:l. Scripture furthermore recognizes bodily 
exercise as profitable, although of little in comparison to godliness, 1 Tim. 4% 
However, there is no requirement in Scripture to join any kind of organiza- 
tion in order to carry out or develop things pertaining merely to the body 
and mind. Therefore if the matter of joining and participating in the “Boy 
Scouts were a purely physical, secular, and civic matter, it would remain an 
adiaphoron for the Christian. 

2. Our Position: If the program of Scouting were purely physical, sec- 
ular, and civic, Christian congregations (and church bodies, composed of con- 
gregations) should neither denounce the organization nor sponsor it or any 
of its. constituent troops, simply because purely physical, secular, and civic 
matters are not the business of Christ’s Church on earth. 

Our reason for this Position: The work of the Christian Church on earth 
is clearly defined in Scripture as the preaching, teaching, and application of 
God’s Word and the use of the Sacraments according to Christ’s institution, 
Matt. 28:19-20; Mark 16:15,16; John 20:22,23; 2 Tim. 4:1-5; Matt. 21:13; John 
2:16; Ps. 69. 

3. Our Position: Scouting, however, has as an essential and required 
part of its program the teaching and practice of definite religious principles. 
It is an organization that professes and teaches a religion. (cp. Synodical 
Catechism, ques. 186d.) For this reason, all Christians, individually as well 
as Christian congregations (and church bodies), are required by God, first of 
all, to test Scouting in the light of His holy Word. 

Our Reason for this Position: Official Scout literature speaks freely of 
“God”, “Duty to God”, “Belief in God”, “Partnership with Church and Syna- 
gogue”, “Good Works”, “Brotherhood of Man and Fatherhood of God”, and 
even “going to heaven”. (Handbook for Boys, 1948, esp. p. 23.) Also the 
Scout Oath: On my honor I will do my best: to do my duty to God and my 
country, and to obey the Scout law; to help other people at all times; to keep 
myself physically strong, mentally awake, and morally straight.” p. 19. Also 
particularly the Twelfth Scout Law: “A Scout is reverent. He is reverent 
toward God. He is faithful in his religious duties, and respects the convic- 
tions of others in matters of custom and religion.” p. 27. The Third and 
Fourth Scout Laws also refer to good works and brotherhood, p .26. Note 
furthermore: “We started discussing the status of a Lutheran Scout troop, 
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or should I say, a Scout troop in a Lutheran church, since there is no such 
thing as a Lutheran Scout. Mr. ____ ________________ pointed out to me where Scout 
authorities come and humbly say: ‘Here is a program adapted to the needs 
of the boy . . . If you find that what we offer will help you in your youth 
program, take it and use it as you will.’ So, I naively asked, ‘Well, then, if 
we can use this program as we want, and if we do not like the oath and laws, 
we can always leave those things out and utilize the non-religious things such 
as knot tying, seamanship, camping, etc.’ But, oh no! I was told that the 
Scout Promise and Law are the very heart of Scouting . Or as the Lutheran 
Scout manual puts it, these are the ‘soul of Scouting, it.s vital principle, and 
its living expression’.” (Quoted from “The Testimony of a Former Scout” 
by Paul Randolph.) Note also: “Its policy is that the organization or institu- 
tion with which the Boy Scout is connected shall give definite attention to 
his religious life. Only persons willing to subscribe to this declaration of 
principle shall be entitled to certificates of leadership in carrying out the 
Boy Scout Program.” (Quoted from the tract, “A Scout is Reverent”.) 

God says in the Bible: “Beloved, believe not every spirit (that is, teach- 
ers of religion), but try the spirits whether they are of God; for many false 
prophets are gone out into the world.” 1 John 4:l. (Note that this is a duty 
.which God places upon every Christian, beloved of God.) 

4. Our Position: Scouting mixes church and state. In this it is contrary 
to the teaching of Holy Scripture. 

Our Reason, for this Position: Scouting has all the essential earmarks of 
a civic organization. It claims to train for good citizenship. It was granted 
a Federal Charter by Congress on June 15, 1916, and it is required by this 
charter to make reports to Congress. Yet it requires belief in “God”, reli- 
gious affiliation, religious or church activity, and “maintains that no boy can 
grow into the best kind of citizenship without recognizing his obligation to 
God”. (Boy Scout Constitution, 1943, Art. III, Sec. 1, p. 3 & 4.) Note: The 
Constitution of the United States makes no religious requirement for good 
citizenship. Atheist, Jew, and Christian, etc. are alike before the Law of 
our Land. Christ, our Lord, teaches that church and state are to be kept 
separate, Matt. 22:21. He also recognizes the splendid civic righteousness 
of the scribes and Pharisees, who were unbelievers and yet “good citizens”, 
Matt. 5:20. 

- To be continued - 

WELCOMETO AIL NEW SUBSCRIBERS 
Keep Informed About Conditions Existing Among Lutherans and on the 

Church Front. Subscriptions make excellent gifts. 

BE SURE TO RENEW 
$2.00 a Year - Anywhere. Use Subscription Blanks or Coupons Included 

SEND TO 

ORTMQDOX LUTHERAN 
118 Fourth Ave. W. Oskaloosa, Iowa 

- 91 - 



Dr. Oscar Cullmann at the 
Seminary March 13 and 14 

“Dr. Oscar Cullmann, renowned 
European theologian, will present 
two lectures to the faculty of Con 
cordia Seminary, St. Louis, this week- 
end, it, was announced by Dr. Alfred 
0. Fuerbringer, president of the sem- 
inary. 

“The first of t!he lectures will be 
given, in English, on S~unday, March 
13, in rooms 1 and 2 of Graduate Hall 
at the seminary at 7:30 p.m. Topic 
of the lecture, to which the faculty is 
inviting local clergymen, will be ‘A 
Criticism of Ralph Bultman’s “Entmy- 
thologisierung”.’ 

“In the second lecture, delivered in 
German on Monday to faculty mem- 
bers, he will submit reactions to his 
famous book ‘Peter’. 

“Dr. Cullmann, of Lutheran back- 
ground, is professor of New Testa- 
ment theology at the University of 
Basel, Switzerland, and at the Sor- 
bonne in Paris, France. Recognized 
as an outstanding theologian, he is 
the author of several important vol- 
taxes.“-St. Louis Lutheran, March 
12, 1955. 

Some Protestants, Catholics Wrong 
About Peter, Visitor says 

By Willmar Torkelson, Minneapolis 
Star Staff Writer: 

“A Lutheran theologian and church 
historian from Europe lecturing in 
Minne.apolis says Protestants are 
wrong who deny that the Apostle 
Peter was the ‘rock’ on whom Christ 
built His church. 

“But Roman Catholics also are 
wrong when they claim that Peter 
started the papal succession, he ar- 
gues. 

“The theologian is Dr. Oscar Cull- 
Mann, professor at the University of 

Base& Switzerland, and at the Sor- 
bonne, in Paris, France, who is lectur- 
ing at Augsburg College and semin- 
ary. 

“In an interview, Dr. Cullmann 
told some of the reactions to his 
book, ‘Peter’ published in 1953, in 
which he emphasizes Peter’s primacy 
in the original church. 

“The book has been widely discuss- 
ed in both Catholic and Protestant 
circles *and at least one Catholic 
theologian has written a book answer- 
ing it. 

“Dr. Cullmann said he has been 
‘satisfied’ that the discussion of his 
book has been carried ‘on such a high 
plane’. 

“Accepting the literalness of 
Matthew 16:18 (‘Thou art Peter and 
upon this rock I will build my 
church’), as he has done, ‘doesn’t 
prove .anything for the pope’, Dr. 
Cullmann said. 

“ ‘Bishops were instituted by the 
apostles, but I think that a bishop is 
a bishop only when faithful to Holy 
Scriptures’, he added. 

“Dr. Cullmann believes that Peter 
was in Rome, ‘but he was not bishop 
of Rome’. 

“After visiting certain excavations 
in Rome, he has reached the conclu- 
sion that the spot where Peter was 
martyred has been found. 

“However, he does not believe that 
Peter’s tomb has yet been found. 

“Dr. Cullmann is a colleague at 
Base1 of Dr. Karl Barth, world-famous 
Reformed theologian. 

“Dr. B.arth, more than any other 
individual, is responsible for the re- 
newal of conservlative theology that 
has taken place in Pro,testantism in 
recent years, Dr. Cullmann said, 

“He said Barth’s ‘historical role’ 

LUTHERAN BACKGROUND 
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which has had consequences for all 
denominations, has been to repudiate 
idealistic and mystic theology and to 
insist on a ‘radical separation be- 
tween God and the World’. 

“Barth doesn’t admit any remaind- 
er of Divine influence within crea- 
tion’, Dr. Cullmann explained. ‘He 
thinks everything is spoiled’.” 

--Minn’eapolis Star, March 17, 1955 
Little comment is required on the 

above news items. How much the 
“Lutheran background” of one who 
gives Carl Barth credit for a suppos- 
ed “renewal of conservative theology 
that has taken place in Protestantism 
in recent years” may mean, is very 
questionable. The sort of “conserva- 
tive theology” for which Dr. Barth’s 
so-called neo-orthodoxy is responsible 
has certainly no recognizable relation 
to Biblical orthodoxy. 

“Accepting the literalness of 
Matthew 16:18” doesn’t prove any- 
thing for “Peter’s primacy in the 
original church” or his being “the 
rock on which Christ built His 
church” than it does for his having 
been bishop of Rome. We shall not 
presume to criticize Dr. Cullmann’s 
book without having re.ad it; but it 
does seem most strange that “an out- 
standing New Testament theologian” 
could identify “Petros” (masculine 
proper name) with “petra” (feminine 
common noun), and could discover in 
the twentieth century that St. Peter 
possessed a “primacy in the original 
church” of which his contemporary, 
St. Pau!, knew nothing. The invita- 
tion to this scholar to speak to facul- 
ty and St. Louis clergy at the Missouri 
Synod Seminary surely does not indi- 
cate any return toward Lutheran 
orthodoxy on the part of the leader- 
ship of that institution under its new 
president. W.H.M. 

Subscriptions make excellent gifts. 

The greatest name that we can 
apply to ourselves, already in this 
life, is: son of God. It is solely by 
God’s divine authority that we are 
able to apply this name to ourselves. 
The Apostle Paul, through the Holy 
Ghost, writes in Gal. 3:26,27: “For 
ye are all the children of God by 
faith in Christ Jesus. For as many 
of you as have been baptized into 
Christ have put on Christ.” Again, 
in Rom. 8:14, he writes: “For as 
many as are led by the Spirit of 
God, they are the sons of God”, and 
v. 16: “The Spirit itself beareth wit- 
ness with our spirit, that we are the 
children of God.” Is it then mere 
presumption on our part to make 
this noble claim of ourselves: “Now 
are we the sons (or children) of 
God?” Indeed not! This claim is 
made because God has given us the 
right to do so. 

When for the sake of us lost and 
condemned sinners, God sacrificed 
His Son, Christ Jesus on Calvary’s al- 
tar, He gave us the blessed right to 
appropriate to ourselves the name: 
children of God. When He made us 
His own in Holy Baptism, He gave 
us this greatest of all names which 
we may apply to ourselves. Through 
His Holy Word, as shown in the 
Scripture verses above, He assures 
us that we are His children. Fur- 
thermore, this assurance is sealed 
and pledged to us every time we par- 
take of Christ’s true body and true 
blood in the Sacrament of the Altar. 
Indeed, our flesh and blood does not 
reveal to us our holy estate, but ra- 
ther, the “Father which is in hea- 
ven.” Matt. 16:X 

There are, however, times when it 
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seems as though it is sinful pre- 
sumption to call ourselves the child- 
ren of God. In the first place, our 
depraved reason says of this asser- 
tion: “Impossible! Such audacity! 
This name must be earned by those 
who have offended God’s majesty!” 
In the second piace, all Christians 
are familiar with the old evil foe 
“who with his lying and murdering, 
day and night, will let him (the child 
of God) have no peace within or 
without.” How vividly Luther de- 
scribes the work of Satan in the fol- 
lowing words which we find in the 
Large Catechism: “The devil, incit- 
ing and provoking in all directions, 
but especially agitating matters that 
concern the conscience and spiritual 
affairs, namely, to induce us to des- 
pise and disregard both the Word 
and works of God, to tear us away 
from faith, hope, and love, and bring 
us into misbelief, false security, and 
obduracy, or, on the other hand, to 
despair, denial of God, blasphemy, 
and innumerable other shocking 
things. These are indeed snares and 
nets, yea, real fiery darts which are 
shot most venomously into the heart, 
not by the flesh and blood, but by 
the devil.” The children of God 
should never forget that the devil is 
constantly at their heels, seeking to 
bring about their fall. This he does 
by inducing “us to despise and disre- 
gard both the Word and works of 
God”. Indeed, the forces of hell 
dance and shout in glee when the 
devil has succeeded in turning a child 
of God away from the Word of God 
and from the assurance that God 
has made him His child in Christ 
Jesus. Satan leads us to sin and then 
to despair. He would have us re- 
gard it as sinful presumption when 
we remind ourselves of the fact that 
we are the sons of God. 

In addition to Satan and our old 

sinful flesh, we are constantly as- 
sailed by the children of the world 
who are the servants of the devil 
and work in harmony with him. The 
most noisy of these assailants are 
the false prophets and their blind 
followers. Disregarding the plain 
Scriptural teachings on original sin, 
redemption, conversion, election, 
etc., they continue to mislead each 
other and those about them with doe- 
trines which are “commandments of 
men”, Matt. 15:9. They are blind 
1eadin.g the blind, Luke 6:39. Whe- 
ther they agree among themselves or 
not with regard to doctrine is of 
minor importance to them. They are 
agreed, however, in the practice of 
joining forces against all who pledge 
unwavering alle,giance to Christ and, 
His Word. “The god of this world 
(the devil) hath blinded the minds 
of them which believe not, lest the 
light of the glorious Gospel of Christ, 
who is the image of God, should 
shine unto them”, 2 Cor. 4:4. 

God, however, has given us a pow- 
erful weapon with which we may 
fight against these enemies success- 
fully. This weapon is the two-edged 
sword of God’s own Word. Even as 
God is the unshakeable and eternal 
Truth, so also is His holy Word. In 
this Word we find our salvation from 
sin, death, and the devil, for there 
alone we find Christ who has com- 
pletely atoned for all our sins and 
paid the full penalty for all our guilt 
by way of His innocent suffering and 
death once and for all. By way of 
His work, as our Substitute, He has 
lifted us out of the mire of our sins 
and from the pit of hell. On the 
basis of this work of Christ alone, 
God has forgiven us all our sins and 
has made us fit for heaven. In and 
by ourselves we are lost and con- 
demned sinners, but in and by the 
blood of Christ alone we are clean 
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every whit. Every time we read or 
hear the precious Gospel promises 
and every time we partake of Christ’s 
true body and blood in the Lord’s 
Supper, our Savior draws the eyes 
of our faith to His meritorious work 
on the cross through which He as- 
sures each one of us as individuals: 
“You are God’s child!” Trusting 
these comforting words and trusting 
in Christ’s atoning work, without 
which these words would be mean- 
ingless, we are given the power to 
drive off and defeat the enemies 
which seek our overthrow. 

-E.E. 

BIBLE READING 

“It is important that the Bible be 
read. The mere fact that it is the 
Word of God should be a sufficient 
incentive to read it diligently. God 
wants us to read the Book (John 
5:39) and promises great benefit 
from the study of it (2 Tim. 3:15.) 
But the Bible should not be read 
mechanically, thoughtlessly, not for 
amusement or criticism, not merely 
for theological study, nor only to 
defend false doctrine; it should not 
be read as the word of man, but as 
the Word of God, 1 Thess. 2:13. The 
proper attitude, when reading the 
Bible, is one of awe and reverence, 
Is. 66:2. Hence we should read at- 
tentively, Matt. 24:15, in faith and 
obedience, keeping what we have 
read in an honest and good heart 
and bringing forth fruit with pa- 
tience, Luke 8:15. Read the Bible 
regularly, systematically; not occa- 
sionally, but daily; not here a chap- 
ter and there a verse, but a chapter 
today and the next chapter tomor- 
row, marking with a pencil those 
verses which especially impress you. 

It is advisable to read the historic 
books first, t.hen the doctrinal and 
the prophetic books. But it must 
be one’s aim to read the entire Bi- 
ble. 

“Christians should read their Bi- 
bles in private where nothing dis- 
turbs their attention and devotion. 
But also in the regular family wor- 
ship, Bible reading should not be set, 
aside for the reading of other devo- 
tional books.” .Concordia Cyclopedia, 
p. 76. 

NEWS ITEM 

CHURCH UNION PROSPECTS for 
the future can be anticipated by this 
report: “Very fruitful discussions 
were held on March 28 (1955) with 
representatives of the most of the Lu- 
theran Synods in America. Three 
delegates from the Lutheran Church 
-Missouri Synod (Pres. Behnken, V. 
Pres. Harms, and Dr. Baepler), eight 
from the United Lutheran Church, 
and a Committee of 36 from the four 
churches of the former American 
Lutheran Conference (A.L.C., E.L.C., 
U.E.L.C., L.F.C.) attended three sep- 
arate sessions. The main item of 
discussion was Pulpit and Altar Fel- 
lowship.“-THE LUTHERAN. 

-0.G.S. 
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BOOK REVIEWS 

The Story of Jesus for Boys and 
Girls, by Dena Korfker. Illustrated 
by Lou Mahacek. 7%x9 inches. No 
numbering of pages. Zondervan Pub- 
lishing House, Grand Rapids, Mich. 
Price: $1.95. 

This new “life” of the Savior is 
well written and should prove an 
excellent gift for children in the 
lower grades. The illustrations are 
different but appealing, the language 
easy but fluent. The book may prove 
an excellent gift at Christmas time, 
in the service of the children in par- 
ish school or Sunday school. You 
may order it from the Orthodox Lu- 
theran Book Store, Highland Station, 
Box 2604, Minneapolis 11, Minn. 

-P.E.K. 

Stories from Other Lands for Boys 
and Girls, by Al Bryant. Illustrated 
by Fiore Ma&i. 189 pages, 6x9 
inches. Zondervan Publishing House, 
Grand Rapids, Mich. Price: $2.50. 

Here we have a collection of 37 
short stories, intended, as the title 
states, for boys and girls. More than 
a score of authors are represented, 
and the compiler did a fine piece of 
work in editing the short accounts. 
The book will serve excellently well 
as a gift to children between the ag- 
es of six to rime, for it makes them 
acquainted with many children in 
many lands. The book may be or- 
dered from the Orthodox Lutheran 
Book Stone, Highland Station, Box 
2604, Minneapolis 11, Minn. 

-P.E.K. 
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