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STATEMENT 
OF BUWOSE 

To Make known the teachings, 
treasures, and history of the true 
Lutheran Church. 

To. Offer evidences that the Lu- 
theran Church is not a sect, and 
Not a New church, ‘but rather a ‘con- 
tinuation of the Church of Jesus 
Christ, our Lord and Savior; 

To Show what True Lutherans Must 
believe, how they are to Live a 
Christian life, suffer in patience, and 
die in peace; and 

To Uncover the current false doc- 
trines, to Oppose them, and to Warn 
against them, especially to unmask 
False Lutherans and their Aberra- 
tions from Scriptures and the pure 
Lutheran Confessions, including the 
Book of Concord of 1580, the 
Brief Statement of 1932, and our 
Confession of Faith. 

There are many phases of our 
earthly existence which are not spok- 
en of or touched upon in the Holy 
Scriptures, for example, God has not 
told us how to treat our various bodily 
diseases and ailments. He does not 
give us particular directions in regard 
to our f.arming, business, or occupa- 
tion, in regard to the various indus- 
tries, in regard to commerce and 
transportation on land, sea, and air, 
in regard to the many useful arts 
and inventions of mankind. In these 
and many similar matters, God per- 
mits men to learn and to advance, in 
knowledge by means of their own 
reason, their own senses, and their 
olwn experiences which God has given 
them. Thus, man has been permitted 
by God to advance in his knowledge 
of diseases ,and their cure, in more 
effective methods of farming, in pro- 
ducing labor saving and time saving 



devices, in the harnessing of elec- 
tricity, in the use of fuel and atom 
power, ;and hundreds of other things 
which pertain to this earthly life. 

But such is not the case when it 
comes to that which is recorded in 
God’s Word. With regard to that 
which the Bible teaches, God does 
not permit men to use their own rea- 
son and wisdom - for everything 
written in the Bible is without error 
and contradiction as the perfect and 
undeniable Truth of God. God’s 
Word is the highest authority in 
everything which is written on its 
sacred pages. Here the wisdom of 
man must bow to the wisdom of the 
Creator of heaven and earth. We 
must subject our wisdom to the 
wisdom of our God. 

Although the Bible was written 
by men, it is not the authority of 
men, such as Moses, Paul, or Peter, 
but it is the authority of the sov- 
ereign God Himself who stands be- 
hind very word, every statement, 
doctrine, promise, and command of 
the Bible. The Bible tells us that 
“God . . . spake . . . by the pro- 
phets”, Heb. l:l. St. Paul exclaims: 
“The things that I write unto you 
are the commandments of the Lord”, 
1 Cor. 14:37. (See also: 2 Pet. 1:21; 
1 Cor. 2:13; and 2 Tim. 3:16.) No 
other .authority can replace the 
authority of the Scriptures, such as 
the Pope, church councils, synods, 
synodical handbooks, and the like, 

for God says “If any man teach 
otherwise, and consent not to the 
wholesome words, even the words of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, and to the 
doctrine which is according to godli- 
ness; he is proud, knowing nothing, 
etc.“, 1 Tim. 6:4, and again God. says: 
“If any man preach any other gospel 
unto you than that ye have received, 
let him be accursed”, Gal. 1:9. To 
this authority all men, the wise and 
the simple, must submit without res- 
ervation, “casting down imaginations, 
and every high thing that exalteth it- 
self against the knowledge of God, 
and bringing into captivity every. 
thought to the obedience of Christ”, 
2 Cor. 10:5. To ignore, disregard, or 
reject any word or teaching of the 
Bible is rebellion against God’s 
authority, and will not go unpunish- 
ed, for Jesus says: “He that rejec- 
teth Me, .and receiveth not My Words, 
hath one that judgeth him”, John 
12:48. Therefore the Christian should 
not be offended or led nastray 
by others who teach and live other- 
wise than God’s Word teaches, even 
though they may be in the majority, 
of great wisdom and knowledge, or 
may hold high positions. God Him- 
self, is wiser than the wisest of 
men, greater than the gre.atest of 
kings and princes, higher than bish- 
ops, cardinals, popes, or synodical 
officials - His Word is the highest 
authority.--B 

Notice To Our Readers 
Because of various circumstances and by permission of the Orthodox 

Lutheran Conference in its recent convention the present enlarged issue of 
the Orthodox Lutheran includes the months of August and September. We 
thank the readers for their patience in awaiting this issue.-Ed. 
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This article has been requested by the editor of the Orthodox Lutheran to 
bring to our readers, as soon as possible, a brief report of the 5~th Annual Con- 
vention of the Orthodox Lutheran Conference recently held in Detroit Lakes, 
Minnesota. The complete report of the convention, God )willing, will again be 
printed in a book of official proceedings, but since it alw.ays takes a number of 
weeks before such a boo,k can be made available to our congregations and 
others who might wish it, we here offer a brief resume of the work of our Con- 
ference at its 1955 convention. 

We could well write of the sermons and essays which were heard, the com- 
mittee reports ,which were studied, the elections, and even of the bounteous 
meals which were prepared .and served by the ladies of the host congregations, 
but we believe that the readers of the Orthodox Lutheran are chiefly interested 
in a preliminary report of the chief resolutions which were adopted at this 
convention. 

What may well be the most important of these resolutions is the one con- 
cerning the action taken by the Norwegian Synod of the American Lutheran 
Church this past June. At the convention of the Nor.wegion Synod it w.as, at 
long last, resolved to suspend fellowship relations with the Lutheran Church - 
Missouri Synod. Concerning this suspension of fellowship, our 1955 convention 
set forth its position in the following statement: 

“In view of the Scripturally correct confessional action of the Norwegian 
Synod of the American Evangelical Lutheran Church in suspending fellow- 
ship relations with the heterodox and unionistic Lutheran Church - 
Missouri Synod for the same reasons which impelled us of the Orthodox 
Lutheran Conference to secede from that body; and also, in view of the 
aforementioned Synod’s express ‘desire to maintain and establish fraternal 
relations with those synods, congregations and individuals who are of one 
mind and spirit with us in matters of Christian doctrine and practice’, we 
respectfully request said Norwegian Synod to authorize its official stand- 
ing union committee or an officially appointed committee to deal with a 
similar committee to be constituted from the Orthodox Lutheran Confer- 
ence in order to determine, in meetings mutually arranged, whether such 
unity of mind and spirit in matters of Christian doctrine and practice, es- 
pecially in the doctrine of the Church and ministry, exists between that 
Synod and our Orthodox Lutheran Conference, it being understood on both 
sides that there will be no practice of fellowship between our bodies until 
both shall have officially recognized that, by God’s grace, the existence of 
such unity between us has been established as a fact.” 

The applications for congregational membership which were submitted by 
Grace Ev. Lutheran Congregation, Fridley, Minnesota and Trinity Ev. Lutheran 
Congregation, formerly of Chesterfield, now of Ballwin, Missouri were accepted 
by the convention. Pastor 0. W. Schaefer, who last January resigned from the 
heterodox Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod and who since has accepted a 
divine call to serve as shepherd of St. Stephen’s I!&. Lutheran congregation of 
Wilmot, S. Dak., which is in confessional fellowship ,with us, was received as 
a personal member; likewise also a layman from Pennsylvania. 
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An important resolution concerning mission work was adopted as follows: 
“Be it resolved to establish a new and separate fund for mission purposes in 
the field to be raised by the extra contributions of our people.” 

It was also resolved that the document entitled “Our Confessional Platform” 
which has appeared and has been concluded in separate installments on the 
pages of the Orthodox Lutheran be printed in pamphlet form and made avail- 
able to our people. In the “Confessional Platform” we confess our position es- 
pecially over against the compromise document, “The Common Confession”, of 
the Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod. It will be well for our members to 
procure copies of “Our Confessional Platform as soon as they are made available 
so that they may be able the better to refute the worn out contention of pastors 
and many members in the Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod that the “Com- 
mon Confession” is in harmony with Holy Writ. 

In another resolution our convention stated the Scriptural teaching on the 
much controverted issue of r.acial discrimination, as follows: 

1. God has commanded that His Gospel be preached to, every creature. 
and has set no racial or colored barriers. &Lark 16!:16. 

2. God has no respect of persons and wants us to have no respect of 
persons in His kingdom. James 2:9; 1 Peter 1:17; Deut. 1:17. 

3. All believers in Christ Jesus are members of the household of God 
and fellow citizens with the saints. Eph. 2:19; Gal. 3~26-28. 

4. The public services of our congregations must be open to men of 
all nationalities and races. Our Orthodox Lutheran Conference 
shall not deny the rights and privileges of membership to any or- 
thodox Lutheran regardless of his nationality or race, and that we 
overlook none, regardless of race and nationality in our mission 
work. 

Many of those present at this convention learned for the first time that two 
young men were graduated from our seminary in June. One of these, Luther 
E. Hallstein, by virtue of a divine call, is already serving as pastor of Immanuel 
congregation, Winter Haven, Florida. The other, David Daniels, received and 
accepted, during the convention, a divine call through our Committee on Mission 
Opportunities to serve the congregations of our Conference as Missionary-at- 
Large in Seattle, Washington, where he did some preliminary work as .a student 
last su.mmer. 

The officers which were elected fo,r the coming year include: Pastor E. 
Mehlberg, president; Pastor H. D. Mensing, vice-president; Pastor A. M. Schup- 
mann, secretary; Mr. E. MacDonald, treasurer; Mr. Howard Sperling, board 
member at large. 

Should this brief report arouse .a desire in your heart to read the details 
concerning these resolutions as well as those concerning all other matters per- 
taining to our “Father’s business” (Luke 2:49) we earnestly suggest that you 
procure a copy of the official proceedings of the 1955 Convention as soon as 
you read the announcement that it has been published.-E.C.H. 



THE MEANING OF THE NORWEGIAN SYNOD’S 
RESOLUTION OF SUSPEaNSION 

(Quoted from the Lutheran Sentinel) 

“When our Synod at its recent Convention resolved to suspend fraternal re- 
lations with the Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod, it thereby declared it could 
have no further pulpit and altar fellowship with the members of that Synod. 
That means Missouri Synod pastors will not be asked to preach in our churches, 
nor :will our pastors be permitted to pre.ach in theirs. It also means that we 
shall not be transferring members between Missouri and Norwegian Synod con- 
gregations as has been our practice heretofore. On the other hand, we have no 
desire to suspend fellowship with those who take the same stand on the issues 
confronting us as we do. 

“Our convention felt it had to suspend relations #with the Missouri Synod, 
bec.ause that body was by its tolerance of unscriptural doctrine and practice 
showing itself to be an erring church body; it had caused divisions and offenses 
in the Church, contrary to the doctrine which Nve had learned; and there was 
no indication that it was disavowing these unscriptural tendencies. Therefore, 
we according to Rom. 16, 17, had to suspend fellowship. 

“That phrase, ‘suspend fraternal relations’ means that we for the time being 
do not practice any fellowship with the Missouri Synod. If she will in a 
God-pleasing way remove the offenses she has caused, we can again lift that 
suspension. It is therefore a bre.ak in relations which we hope will be only 
temporary. For, it certainly is the prayer of everyone in our Synod that mat- 
ters will be adjusted in such a way that we may again be permitted to’ resume 
fellowship with our former brethren in the Missouri Synod in a real unity of 
mind and of oneness in spirit. 

“This suspension of relations was resolved upon in the same spirit and ten- 
der concern for the well-being of the Church .as when a member is for valid 
reasons excommunicated from a Christian congregation - the hope that there 
may under God be a mending of ways and a return to the fold of those who 
wish to abide by the Scriptures in all things. God’s truth was at stake. May 
He preserve unto us an unconditional Gospel for the glory of His Church and 
His Savior Name!” 

M. H. OTTO, 
President, Norwegian Synod 

WELCOMETO ALL NEW SUBSCRIBERS 
Keep Informed About Conditions-Existing Among Lutherans and on the 

Church Front. Subscriptions make excellent gifts. 

BE SURE TO RENEW 
$2.00 a Year - Anywhere. Use Subscription Blanks or Coupons Included 

SEND TO 

ORTHODOX LUTHERAN 
C/O Rev. E. C. Hallstein Clark, So. Dak. 
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(An Examination of the Program and Principles of “The Boy Scouts of 
America” in the Light of Holy Scripture.) 

(A condensation of an essay delivered by Pastor H. D. Mensing at 
the 0. L. Pastoral Conference, January, 1954.) 

8. Our Position: Scouting’s teach- 
ing on the subject of good works be- 
fore God, or moral righteousness, is 
contrary to Scripture, being self- 
righteous. Specifically, it teaches 
that one can do good works in the 
sight of “God” without having the 
s.aving faith in Christ, merely by the 
law; that moral righteousness is the 
work of man himself, not of the Holy 
Spirit of God; and it presents fleshly, 
selfish motives, not the glory of God 
and the love of Christ, as the reason 
for doing good works. 

Our Reason for this Position: 
Scouting teaches not a mere civic 
righteousness, but righteousness or 
good works in the sight of God. The 
Scout O,ath reads: “. . . I promise 
to do . . . my duty to God . . .” Yet 
it makes this a requirement both of 
the believing Christian and the un- 
believer alike, stating also that such 
righteousness can be accomplished 
by both alike. Scouting teaches: “The 
final test of a good Scout is in his 
doing of daily good turns . . . A Good 
turn is an extra kindness and ser- 
vice - something more than what 
courtesy and good manners would 
do.” (Handbook for Boys, “43, p. 
25.) “Color and religious beliefs 
are no basis for iudging a man . . . 
By living up to the, Scout Oath and 
Scout law, by doing good to your fel- 
lowman, you are doing your duty to 
God.” (Handbook for boys, ‘48, p. 
39.) In contrast to this, Scripture 
teaches: John 7:16-17; John 6:20- 
28; Gal. 2:21-21; Rom. 8:8; Heb. 11:6; 
John 15:5. 

Scouting teaches also that moral 
righteousness is the ,work of man 
himself, not of the Spirit of God. The 
Scout Oath reads: “ . . . I promise 
. . . to keep myself . . . morally 
straight.” “By keeping this inspiring 
guide (the Scout Law) before each 
individual boy from the minute he 
is received into Scouting . . . the 
wise Scoutmaster is able to instill 
into each individual boy a desire to 
help others and a yearning to do his 
utmost to keep himself ‘physically 
strong, mentally awake, and morally 
straight’.” (Handbook for Scout- 
masters, p. 249) “The real secret of 
doing Good Turns is in an attitude 
of mind.” (Handbook for Boys, ‘43, 
p. 25.) “You have it in your power to 
make the right sort of track in your 
brain that will determine how you 
will act. Every boy can say to him- 
self, ‘I will be what I want to be’.” 
(Handboo,k for Boys, ‘48, p. 25.) In 
contrast to this Scripture teaches: 1 
Co. 2:14; Rom. 8:7; 1 Cor. 12:3; Eph. 
2:lO; Ps. 51:lO. 

Scouting’s motives for good works 
are fleshly and selfish. Neverthe- 
less, in describing these motives, 
Scouting boasts of how unselfish and 
thoughtful of others a Scout is. Scout- 
ing teaches “The Scout who cares 
about other peoples comfort, happi- 
ness, Iwelfare, finds hundreds of 
chances to get a thrill out of being 
helpful to others.” (Handbook for 
Boys, ‘43, p. 25.) “The Scout promise 
to do a ,Good Turn daily means, that 
like the ancient knight, the Scout 
helps others as he would want them 
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to help him - but does it with no 
thought of return - just for the 
pleasure of doing it as a good citi- 
zen.” (Handbook for Boys, p. 109.) 
“The knot in the Scout Badge is a 
symbol of your Good Turn, and you 
tie a knot in your Scout neckerchief 
to remind you to do it.” (Handbook 
for Boys, ‘48, p. 30.) Note also the 
system of awards of merit, the 
“Court of Honor”, the various ranks 
such as Tenderfoot, First Class, 
Eagle, Life, Senior Scout, Scoutmas- 
ter, etc., and particularly the reli- 
gious awards. 

In contrast to all this Scripture 
teaches: Gen. 3210; Luke 18:13; 1 
Pet. 5:5-6; 1 Cor. 10:31; John 14:15; 
2 Cor. 8:8-9. 

9. Our ,Position. Scouting ,does 
not limit its teaching regarding right- 
eousness to moral righteousness for 
this life, but teaches also a way to 
eternal salvation in heaven; its way, 
however leads not to heaven but to 
eternal damnation, for it teaches sal- 
vation not by God’s grace, through 
faith in Christ Jesus, but by virtue 
of one’s own righteousness, by the 
deeds of the law. 

Our Reason for this Position: 
Scouting teaches: “I often think 
that when the sun goes down the 
world is hidden by a big blanket 
from the light of heaven, but the 
stars are little holes pierced in that 
by those who have done good deeds 
in this world. The stars are not all 
the same size; same are big, some are 
little, and somn men have done small 
deeds, but they have made their hole 
in the blanket by doing good before 
they went to heaven. Try and make 
your hole in the blanket by good 
work while yaw are on earth. (Hand- 
book for Boys, ‘48, p. 23.) Moreover, 
on page 42 of the same book, the 
Good Turn of Scouting is compared 
with the “Bible Story of a Samari- 

tan’s Good Turn.” This parable in 
Scripture was told by Jesus chiefly 
for the purpose of showing that the 
w,ay to eternal life in heaven is not 
by the works of the law, as is pointed 
out by the words: “What shall I do 
to inherit eternal life?“, by Christ’s 
reference to the Law, and then by 
His words: “This do and thou shalt 
live,” which should have made it 
cIear that it is impossible for any 
man to keep the Law and do his full 
duty before God. Scouting claims 
that the Scout does his full duty to 
God, that he does what Christ told 
the lawyer to do “to inherit eternal 
life”. In contrast to this S.cripture 
teaches: Gal. 3:lO; Eph. 2:8-9; Rom. 
11:6; Gal. 5:4. 

10. Ou,r Position: The teachings of 
Scouting definitely tend to create the 
impression that the Bible is not the 
verbally inspired Word of God, but 
that it is rather one good b,ook 
among many others, a code of morals 
to be compared with such things as 
Ancient Knighthood and the ideals of 
the Boy Scouts itself and that it, 
without question, contains error. 

Our Reason for this Position: 
Scouting teaches: “When people 
hear the word ‘Good Turn’, they 
almost always think of Boy Scouts. 
Not that the idea of helping others 
started with Scouts, because of 
course it didn’t - The Bible story 
of a Samaritan’s Good Turn is known 
to millions, as are the adventures 
of King Arthur’s Knights bringing 
help to those in distress. But in 
this modern world, people do associ- 
ate the words “Good Turn” with 
“SCOUtS”. (Handbook for Boys, ‘48, 
p. 42.) Regarding the Scout being 
courteous, we read: “The caveman 
was all right in his day. He squatted 
beside the fire, snatched his lump of 
me.at, pulled it apart with his hands 
and teeth. If he saw anything he 
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wanted, he grabbed it. If someone 
was in his way, he knocked him 
down. But who wants a caveman 
around today? . . .” (Handbook for 
Boys, ‘48, p. 33.) Note: If this is 
intended for the boys to believe, and 
it is presented here not as a theory 
but as a fact, then it also surely 
means to convey the thought that Boy 
Scouts should not believe the account 
of Creation and of early men as pre- 
sented in the Bible. According to 
the Bible, the very first man and 
woman were civilized, in fact “very 
good” as they came from the hands 
of their Creator. (Gen. 1:31.) The 
Fourth chapter of Genesis also shows 
that the very first few generations 
after Adam were: dwellers in tents, 
tillers of the soil, shepherds, art- 
isans in iron and brass, and musi- 
cians. As to the teachings of Scout- 
ing, disparaging the truthfulness of 
Scripture in the minds of its boys, 
compare also al I the things in Scout- 
ing which conflict directly iwith the 
teachings of Holy Scripture, as al- 
re.ady presented in our examination. 

11. Our Position: Scouting has in 
its program all the essential, objec- 
tionable features of the antichristian 
lodges. It is therefore a kind of 
junior lodge, which conditions 
boys to find little or nothing wrong 
in affiliating with the lodges when 
they have reached manhood. 

0u.r Reason for this Position: 
Lodgery requires its members to, be- 
lieve in “God” - any God; it is 
open to “Christian”, Jew, Moslem and 
many others who acknowledge a su- 
preme being. Scouting professes and 
requires belief in exactly the same 
kind of “God”. - The Lodge is 
unionistic, bringing people of vary 
ing faiths into one so-called “broth- 
erhood” and conducting unionistic 
services, etc. Scouting does like- 
wise - The Lodge requires sinful 

oaths of its members. Scouting does 
likewise - The Lodge teaches and 
practices the same kind of moral 
righteousness that Scouting does. - 
The Lodge deliberately avoids the 
name Christ as the Son of God and 
Savior of the world and teaches sal- 
vation apart from faith in Him, by a 
man’s own works of righteousness. 
Scouting does likewise.-The Lodge 
does not regard the Bible as the ver- 
bally inspired Word of God and as 
His only revealed Truth; it uses the 
Bible together with and on the same 
plane with the Koran and other so- 
called “sacred books”. Scouting does 
practically the same. Scouting re- 
quires its members to reverence even 
a Buddhist for believing the teachings 
of Buddha as a true Christian be- 
lieves the Bible. - The advancement 
of lodge members from one degree to 
another bears much similarity to the 
advancement in Scouting. - Even 
such externals .as the grip of Mason- 
ry, the pass-words, the insignia of 
Square and Compass, and the regalia 
are essentially similar to the hand- 
shake, the three-finger sign, the tre- 
foil badge and the uniform of Scout- 
ing. See “Signs of a Scout”, chapter 
3, p. 44ff., Handbook for Boys, ‘48. 

12. Our Position: Because of 
what we have pointed out regarding 
Scouting in all of the foregoing 
theses and the reasons therefor, boys 
who join the organization, parents 
who permit their boys to do so, and 
churches which sponsor Scout Troops 
or which take a non-committal atti- 
tude toward Scouting sin against the 
only True ,God, against the clear 
teachings of His Holy Word, against 
Christ Jesus, the only Savior of men, 
and against the Holy Spirit. Any and 
all such should, without delay, sin- 
cerely repent of this sin; for, if any 
should continue and persist in this 
sin, wilfully and against better know- 
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ledge, they would not be Christians 
and heirs of salvation. 

Our Reason for this Position: 1 
John 3:4; Rom. 6:23; Gal. 3:lO; 13; 
John 3: 16; Acts 3:lO; Mark 1:15; Matt. 
3:8; Heb. 10:19-31; 38-39. 

Everyone who desires to be a 
Christian will readily acknowledge 
that there should be a great differ- 
ence between true Christians and the 
children of the world. According to 
God’s Word the Christians will be 
etern.ally saved and the children of 
the world will be condemned. What 
a difference! When we, however, ask 
wherein this difference between a 
true Christian and a child of the 
world consists, the opinions vary. One 
answers this and another that. Usu- 
ally a person thinks that the differ- 
ence between the Christians and the 
children of the world consists in this: 
A Christian attends Church every 
Sunday, :a child of the world does 
not; a Christian prays three times a 
day - morning, noon, and night, a 
child of the world does not; a Chris- 
tian belongs to. a Christian congrega- 
tion, a child of the world does not. 
But, my dear friends, those who 
maintain such a difference between a 
Christian and a child of the world 
are badly mistaken. Indeed, true 
Christians do all of these things, 
whereas the genuine children of the 
world do not. Yet, in accordance 
with God’s Word, there is a far deep- 
er distinction. If you want to know 
in a few words wherein this differ- 
ence consists, the Apostle Paul tells 
you in Romans 12:2. There he iwrites 
no,t only to the Romans, but to all 
Christians in the whole world at all 
times and in all places: “And be not 
conformed to this world: but be ye 

transformed by the renewing of your 
mind, that ye may prove what is that 
good, and acceptable, and perfect 
will of God.” The real difference 
between a Christian and a child of 
the world consists in the different at- 
titude of the mind which both have. 
A Christian is heavenly-minded; a 
child of the world is earthly-minded. 
A Christi.an seeks those things which 
are above; a child of the world seeks 
after the things of this world. A 
Christian seeks first the Kingdom of 
God and His righteousness; a child of 
the world seeks first the kingdom of 
this !world and its joy. A Christian 
lives for his God and seeks to please 
Him and serve Him by serving his 
neighbor. And in this service he 
willingly expends his energy. The 
child of the world lives for himself, 
for his own benefit, lust and honor. 
A Christian shuns every sin, even 
the secret sins of which only God 
knows, for the Lord’s sake; a child 
of the world at the most shuns the 
great sins only because of the evil 
consequences which will befall him. 
A Christian no longer finds his de- 
light in those things which the world 
considers its greatest joy ,and pleas- 
ure; he has died to the world and 
can say with the holy Apostle Paul: 
“The world is crucifed unto me, and 
I unto the Iworld.” (Gal. 6:14). This 
does not mean to say that the 
world no longer makes an impression 
upon a true Christian, but this im- 
pression is repugnant. It is altogeth- 
er different with .a child of the 
world. He does not find his delight 
in those things in which .a Christian 
finds his greatest joy, namely, in 
God’s Word and grace. A Christian 
loves a person so much more when 
he is pious, and the more conse- 
crated the individual is, the greater 
his esteem for him, and the more 
earnestly he desires his companion- 
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ship; the child of the world dislikes 
a person the more pious he is and 
does not desire his company, yea, even 
hates him bec.ause the Christian is 
an evil preacher in whose presence 
his conscious is ill at ease. This is 
the essential difference between a 
Christian and a child of the ,world. 
All of this is given by Christ in a 
few words when He says to His be- 
loved disciples and with them to all 
true Christians: “If ye were of the 
world, the world would love his own: 
but because ye are not of the world, 
but I have chosen you out of the 
world, therefore, the world hateth 
you.” (John 15.~19; 17:14). The Apos- 
tle Peter outlines the following pic- 
ture of a true Christian in distinction 
from the children of this world, “But 
ye are a chosen generation, a royal 
priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar 
people; that we should show forth 
the praises of him who hath called 
you out of darkness into his marve- 
lous light.” (1 Peter 2:9). These 
are the Christians. (Tak en from 
“Dance and the The.ater” by C. F. W. 
Walther and translated by M. L. N.) 
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Unionism 

The sin of joining together in re- 
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trine, Rom. 16:17. 

Casuistry 

The application of clear Scriptural 
prineiples to difficult cases. 

Adiaphora 

Things which are neither com- 
manded nor forbidden in God’s Word 
and are therefore matters of Chris- 
tian liberty. 

A State of Confession 

A suspension of religious fellow- 
ship from the church body to which 
one belongs as a final strenuous pro- 
test against error in doctrine or prac- 
tice. Such action is based on II 
Thes. 3:14,15. 

Legalism 

The public or private teaching or 
application of the Law in instances 
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God’s Holy Law or the unloving in- 
sistence upon any man-made law in 
any and all fields of Christian doc- 
trine and practice. 
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THE SPIRITUAL LIE OF THE CHRISTIAN 
Lectures by Dr. Fr. Pieper 

LECTURE 5 (concluded) 

(Note: Quotations here are continued from Prof. Rudolf Sohm’s 

OUTLINES OF CHURCH HISTORY.) 

“Selfishly the monk dr.aws himself away from the world into his cloister 
cell to live no longer for his neighbor but for himself. The door closes behind 
him, and he no longer sees the world with its duties but only himself. Like a 
fugitive he has withdrawn himself from the storm of life. He has turned away 
out of the sea of cares, of his labor, of his daily occupation into the harbor of 
peace, leaving the others outside - and let them see how they can help them- 
selves! He has run away from the battle of life. But woe unto him! For his 
escape is cowardly desertion. 

“How the outlook of the whole world was changed through the Reformation 
teaching of justification by faith alone! ‘Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and 
thou shalt be saved and thy house.’ That tells the full and complete divine 
Gospel, and it will tolerate neither addition no,r restriction. Take its precious 
contents and be revived by it. You have nothing to add to it. Away with the 
self-m.ade .morality, goodness, and saintliness of an ascetic, world-deserting life! 
The business of monkery does not want to rely upon the grace of God in Christ 
but rather wants to add to the grace of God its self-made righteousness. Away, 
then, ;with the system of monkery! 

“God did not put man into the world that he should run away from the 
world (his earthly occupation) but that he should serve God in the world. En- 
tering into the world, into all the joys and sorrows of one’s occup,ation, of fami- 
ly life, of life with and for one’s neighbor, in order to find, through faith in 
God, true joy and at the same time the lively power of victorious conquering - 
amid all unrest still to find inner rest and peace - in the midst of all that is 
worldly still to find that which is godly, eternal, and which points to things 
above - that is genuine Christian morality. Doing one’s duty is true service 
to God.” That is a true saying: doing our duty in the circumstance of life 
into which God has placed us is true service rendered to God. 

“Thus faith leads us right into the world, into the service of our neighbor. 
Thus faith produces the power of love, which seeks not its own but that which 
is his neighbor’s welfare. Just as faith makes a Christian lord over all things 
and subject to no one, so. also through love it makes a Christian a servant of all 
and subject to everyone.- That is true Christian perfection, in the midst of the 
stress of human living to be a Christian, in the lmidst of the labors of the day 
to fight the good fight, for which the promise of victory has been given.” 

In that way we should walk the road to heaven and continually gain the 
victory over the lusts of the flesh, Let each one walk in the way of the calling 
into which God has placed him. 

“The stigma of unholiness $was removed from the world and from life in 
the world. Life in worldly occupations, in the state, the community, and the 
family no longer appeared as an unavoidable evil, tolerated for the sake of the 
weak, and as a glittering shell with deadly contents, but rather .as an activity 
of true Christian morality. 
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“All of these relationships of man to man contain a duty assigned by God, 
a particular moral principle, the power of true emancipation from the tempta- 
tions of inborn selfishness (Egotismus in sich (?), a power which man’s sinful- 
ness can mar but not destroy. Take marriage, for example. Now it is consid- 
ered a truly sacred, spiritual institution. It is an order established by God Him- 
self, a training school for the grown man. It not only provides him a spouse, 
children, and this shelter from the storms of life, this constantly new source of 
joy, namely, the protective atmosphere of living love; it also gives him moral 
exercise through the daily tasks of household life, nourishes him, strengthens 
him, adjusts him, turns his existence into living for others, and daily brings 
to light out of the bosom of his ho,me-life, new every day, the ideals that in- 
spire him as one who trains and instructs as well as one ;who is already train- 
ed.” 

Even modern Protestantism is again exalting, quite improperly, the 
celibate state. Certainly it is praiseworthy when Christian widows and maid- 
ens who have a special gift dedicate themselves to caring for the sick. But 
one thing we must maintain: woman, according to the rule of things, is in 
the state in which God wants her to be when she is in the married state. If 
we want to make a classification according to rank, the housewives, or the 
mothers, would take the highest rank in life. They must practice the greatest 
self-denial. It is the rankest folly for anyone even to co,mpare the life of a 
deaconess with the life of a mother in her home. A deaconess usually lives 
a regulated life. For the most part she has her regular turns of hours for work 
and hours for rest. She has her meals, .and mostly good meals. Someone re- 
cently emphasized these very facts in his invitation to young ladies to enter a 
deaconess home. In contrast, keep in mind that a mother must let herself be 
troubled and disturbed for the sake of her family day and night. 

“Take the state, for example. It is no longer considered .as a work of the 
devil or of sin or of unrighteousness. No, like the family, the state is an 
ordinance of God, having its own independent moral task and being established 
to make possible and to provide for man civic freedom, which is the vestibule 
to Christian freedom.” (?) 

“Take the whole of civil life, for example: labor in farming and business, 
in manufacturing and industry, in science and art, in commanding and obeying, 
the work of a servant, a maid, a judge, a soldier, officials, rulers - look where 
you will, all these forms of labor, performed as callings given by God, are 
service pleasing to God. The whole ,world has been sanctified and the profane 
has been removed from it. The world with all its assigned tasks has been 
converted into the Lord’s vineyard, into a temple of God, in ,which we are to 
serve God in spirit and in truth.” 

Thus Luther, so to speak, turned the world around again through the Re- 
formation. Even civil life, as a consequence of the Refor,mation, took on a 
different aspect, the aspect that life should have according to God’s ordinance. 

Then Sohm praises the present age .a bit too strongly: “These ideas of re- 
form, like a roaring storm, filled the western world, in particular the Germanic 
world. They brought into being the modern world.” That statement must be 
understood with a certain restriction. It is only in the church that the ideals 
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of moral living are maintained. Modern citizens’ of the state, insofar as they 
are non-Christian, do absolutely nothing to the glory of God. They cannot. 
Even in a modern state they do everything that they do either for honor or 
money’s sake. 

In contrast to the medieval ideals of an ascetic, world-escaping life there 
came forth a new ideal of living, a new way of life that turned its face toward 
the world, came to grips with the world - an attitude related also to the 
Renaissance. The purpose of that new life was not to fill the world with the 
ideas of Humanism but rather with the ideas of Christianity.” That is true in- 
sofar as Luther’s Reformation was realized and insofar as there are citizens 
who are true Protestant Christians. So much for quotations from Professor 
Sohm. 

Luther, in his commentary on Galatians, concerning these words from 
the second chapter of that epistle (verse 20): “The life which I now live in 
the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God”, writes as follo8ws: “So St. 
Paul does not deny that he still lives in the flesh, since he does all sorts of 
things that natural man does. In addition he requires for his well-being all 
the necessities of life that belong to this natural life, namely, eating, drinking, 
clothing, and the like, which certainly is nothing else than living in the flesh. 
But he says that such living is not a life and that he does not live for such 
means as sustain this bodily life; he needs such means, of course, but he does 
not live from them nor for their sake. The world, of course, lives from such 
things and directs its life according to the’m, for it knows no other life besides 
such a life in the flesh and has no hope or comfort in any other.” 

Believers and unbelievers do the very same work as far as their earthly 
occupation is concerned. An unbeliever is a laborer, for example, and he 
works six days a week, eight or ten hours a day. A Christian works the same 
number of days and hours. Both do perhaps the same a.mount of work. Yet 
their labors are, in God’s sight, altogether different. 

The unbeliever does his work to support this earthly life. He gets 
hungry, and to satisfy his hunger he works. He does his work for his own sake, 
as Luther says. The Christian works because God has put him into that job, 
because God wants .a Christian, as long as he is on earth, to, be of service in 
some earthly occupation to his fellowmen. That God gives him his daily bread 
in that way is, of course, true. Working in an earthly calling is the way in 
which he supports himself and his family. But the Christian does not work 
merely to keep himself and his family from hunger. That is not his ultimate 
purpose. He does his work because God wants a person to be active in that 
calling into which God has placed him. 

“In such a manner a Christian needs the world and all creatures, so that 
in that respect there is no difference at all between him and an ungodly person. 
One eats, drinks, clothes himself, listens, looks, talks, acts and conducts himself 
like the other; as St. Paul says also of Christ, in Phil. 2:7, that He ‘was made 
in the likeness of men.’ And yet there is at the same time an immeasurably 
great difference between the one and the other.” 

In the case of a Christian, his spiritual life is the soul of his earthly calling. 
A Christian is honorable, for example, as a cashier and an unbeliever is hon- 
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orable in the same position. The unbeliever is honorable because he wants to 
keep his good name or because he still listens to the voice of his conscience. 
The believer is honorable because God desires such honorableness. So the un- 
believer serves himse.lf twith his honorableness, and the believer serves God 
with his honorableness. And thus it is in all the labors of life. 

So you see how closely related to each other spiritual life .and the labors 
of one’s secular occupation are. Now you go ahead and continually teach 
Christians these truths so that spiritual life may be the motivating power in 
them - and increasingly so - for all the labors of their earthly calling. 

End of Lecture 5 
(to be continued) A.M.S. 

Can we separate Christ from His 
Word? Many attempt to do just 
that! Such people maintain that be- 
lief in Christ is sufficient and there- 
fore it is not necessary to believe 
every word in the Bible. The union- 
ists of our day try to put this into 
practice by attempting to have all 
those join together who say that they 
believe in Jesus, even though they 
do not accept and believe every word 
in the Bible. And how often we see 
this principle applied in everyday 
life. The unionists says to us: There 
is no reason why we can not pray to- 
gether as long as Iwe believe in Jesus; 
what difference does it make if we 
are not agreed on the teachings of 
the Bible! No doubt the majority of 
us have heard this or similar talk. 
It is none other than the devil who 
tries to separ.ate the Lord Jesus from 
His Word. For if it were not for 
the Word of Christ then we would 
not kno*w about Jesus and His glor- 
ious work of salvation. If we sin- 
cerely accept and believe in Jesus 
then we also must accept and believe 
the Holy Scriptures which are the 
W70rd of Christ. The Savior tells us, 
“If ye continue in my word, then are 
ye my disciples indeed.“’ (John 8:31). 
And again in the Gospel of Mark 
Christ tells us, “Whosoever there- 

fore shall be ashamed of me and of 
my words in this .adulterous and sin- 
ful generation; of him also shall the 
Son of Man be ashamed, when he 
cometh in the glory of his Father 
with the holy angels.” (8:38). Who- 
ever rejects the Lord Jesus, rejects 
the Word of Christ, and, whoever 
rejects the Word of Christ at the 
same time rejects the Savior Him- 
self! -M.L.N: 
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Original Sin has rightly been called the “chief sin”. Of this sin, the 
Augsburg Confession states: “This disease, or vice of origin, is truly sin, even 
now condemning, and bringing eternal death upon, those not born again through 
Baptism and the Holy Ghost.” 

Just like the word, Trinity, the expression, original sin, is not found any- 
<where in the Bible and yet it clearly expresses that which is plainly taught in 
the Scriptures. This sin is called, ariginal sin, because it comes from Adam who 
was the original man, the first human being from whom the human race began 
or originated. It is called, original sin, because this sin is connected with the 
birth or origin of every descendant of Adam. It is called, original sin, further- 
more, because this sin is the origin or fountain from which flows all actual trans- 
gressions against the Word of God. The Bible speaks of this sin by giving it 
various names. such as: the “Old Adam”, the “Old Man”, the “flesh”, the “body 
of sin”, the “sin that dwelleth in us”, and the like. On the basis of Scripture, 
original sin includes 1) inherited guilt and 2) inherited corruption. 

Inherited Guilt 
The sin which our first parents committed in the Garden of Eden did not 

only bring its evil results upon them personally, but also upon their descendants 
which includes all mankind. In Romans 5:18,19, we read: “By the offence of 
one judgment came upon all men to condemnation”, and again, “By one man’s 
disobedience many (the ,whole multitude of mankind) were made sinners.” From 
these words of Scripture it is plain that God charges all men with the guilt 
of that one sin which Adam committed in the Garden of Eden. God regards 
that sinful deed of Adam as our deed and lays its guilt upon us and upon all 
men. 

In the entire section in Romans 5, the Apostle Paul shows us that we and 
all men have inherited the guilt of Adam’s sin. He proves this by the fact that 
all men must die and that this curse of death is primarily the result of the sin 
of Adam. St. Paul writes: “Death reigned from Adam to Moses, even over 
them that had not sinned after the similitude of Adam’s transgression”, and 
again, “Through the offence of one many be dead”, and again, “By one man’s 
offence death reigned by one”. Here the Apostle shows that the primary cause 
of the death of .a11 men is the sin of Adam and hence the guilt of Adam’s sin 
is truly charged also to us and to all mankind. 

This is furthermore proved by the fact that other specific curses which 
God pronounced upon Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden are suffered by all 
men and women to this day. In Genesis 3:16-19, we find the entire curse which 
God pronounced upon our first parents because of their fall into sin. Inasmuch 
as these specific curses are borne by all people to, this day, it is clear that the 
guilt of Adam’s sin is charged by God also to us and to all of Adam’s descen- 
dants. 

But this teaching of Scripture has roused the anger and antagonism of men 
and, thus, we find many church bodies, such as the Quakers, the Seventh-day 
Adventists, and even some modern Lutherans, vehemently denying that we share 
Adam’s guilt, or that we inherit the guilt of Adam’s sin. But God’s Word speaks 
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very plainly on this matter as we have shown above. The fact that Adam’s guilt 
is charged also to us is one of the undeniable truths. of Scripture. And if some- 
one says that God is unfair and unjust by declaring us guilty of Adam’s sin, we 
simply answer: “God is never unjust; He is always just even when His justice 
is beyond our human understanding.” 

In this connection, we must also bear in mind this most important fact, 
that the same God who condemns all men because of Adam’s sin, has also jus- 
tified all men and has pronounced all men righteous for the sake of Christ. St. 
Paul plainly brings this fact out in Romans 5:18,19, where he writes: “As by 
the offence of one judgment came upon all men to condemnation; even so 
by the righteousness of one, the free gift came upon all men unto justification 
of life. For ‘as by one man’s disobedience many were made sinners, so by the 
obedience of one shall many be made righteous.” If we, therefore, deny that we 
are guilty of Adam’s sin, then we must also deny that ,we are justified by God’s 
grace through Jesus’ blood and righteousness. 

Inherited Corru,piion 
But Original Sin is not only the inherited guilt of Adam’s sin which is 

charged against us, but also, the total corruption of Adam’s natwe which is trans- 
mitted to or inherited by all the descendants of Adam. This is brought out 
very clearly in Psalm 51:5 where we read: “Behold, I was shapen in iniquity; 
and in sin did my mother conceive me.” 

These words are taken from one of David’s penitential Psalms, a Psalm 
in which David acknowledges and confesses his sins. D,avid prays this psalm of 
penitence especially in remembrance of his terrible sin of adultery .which 
Bathsheba. But in this prayer David not only confesses his grievous sin of 
adultery and other actual sins which he has committted, but he also acknowledges 
the sinfulness of his human nature from the very beginning of his existence, 
even in the womb of his mother: “Behold, I was shapen in iniquity; and in sin 
did my mother conceive me.” With these words, David does not try to excuse 
himself or to justify his wicked deed. On the contrary, with these words, he 
humbly acknowledges his utter unworthiness, craving only that God, in [His 
grace and mercy, would cleanse him and make ,him righteous, for later on in this 
very same Psalm, D.avid cries out: “Create in me a clean heart, 0 God, and 
renew a right spirit within me, Cast me not away from Thy Presence and take 
not Thy Holy Spirit from me, Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation, and 
uphold me $with Thy free spirit.” 

God created man in His own image, that is, God created man perfectly 
holy and righteous, having perfect knowledge of ‘God and of God’s holy W7ill 
and being perfectly happy and blessed. But by sin, Adam and Eve lost this 
image of God and their entire human nature became sinful and corrupt. The 
intelligence of Adam was dimmed and his will was changed into an evil will. 
This condition is plainly shown us by the ,actions of Adam and Eve after they 
yielded to the temptation of Satan: They tried to hide and to flee from God; 
they give God a foolish answer as to why they were trying to hide from him; 
they are ashamed of their nakedness; and they put the blame upon God for 
their sin, for Adam said: “The woman whom Thou gavest to be iwith me, she 
gave me of the fruit and I did eat”, and Eve put the blame on the serpent 
which was also a creature of God. Thus, Adam and Eve lost their true fear, 
love, and trust in God; they lost their original righteousness and holiness; they 
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were henceforth inclined only to do evil and wicked deeds; they had become 
spiritually blind, dead, and enemies of God. And this terrible corruption and 
depravity of their human nature was transmitted to all of their descendants. 
Thus, the children of Adam and Eve were not born in the image of God but, 
as the Bible says: “Adam begat a son in his owni likeness, after his image’, 
Gen. 5:3. In Genesis 65, God tells us of all mankind: “Every imagination of 
the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually.” The Lord Jesus declares 
of man’s inherited corruption: “That which is born of the flesh is flesh”, John 
3:6, and in Romans 3:10-18, St. Paul describes how totally corrupt our human 
nature is. 

Since the Fall of Adam there is, by nature, nothing good in man - neither 
in body or soul. As man is conceived and born into this world, there is in 
him no true fear of God,,no love of God, no trust in IGod, no willingness to serve 
God, no inclination to do go.od to the neighbor. By nature man loves himself 
and envies others; he is selfish and self-centered; whatever he plans and does 
even for others must in some way serve his own personal interests; he is his 
own #God. In spiritual matters man’s understanding is darkened by nature; he 
can neither appreciate nor believe the things of God for they are foolishness 
unto him. Being carnally minded, his will is continually set upon the things 
of the flesh and vigorously opposed to God and His Word, and, being dead in 
sin, man cannot work out his own salvation by any reason or strength of his 
own. Such is man’s inherited corruption as set forth in the Scriptures by God 
Himself who knows what is in man, and such inherited corruption is truly sin, 
in itself, and deserves eternal condemnation. 

What, then is necessary for man’s salvation? Jesus says: “Ye must be 
born again”, not of the flesh, but of the Spirit. We are born again when we 
are brought to faith in Christ Jesus through whose bitter suffering and death 
we are freed from the guilt and punishment of sin. Through Baptism ,and by 
the Word of the Gospel, the Holy Ghost creates this new life of faith in our 
hearts and makes us children of God and heirs of salvation. Yet, original sin, 
our inherited corruption, the Old Adam, still clings to us throughout this life 
and constantly wars against the New Man which God has created in us - 
the new spiritual life of faith which clings alone to Christ and His Word. Our 
old sinful nature will constantly seek to rule our hearts and minds and to 
destroy our faith in Jesus. Therefore, the true believing children of God must 
constantly strive, with the aid of the Holy Ghost, to suppress the Old Adam, to 
crucify the flesh with its affections and lusts, to put off the old man and to 
put on the new man which after ,God is created in righteousness and true 
holiness. Through the Word and Sacrament, the Holy Ghost continually strength- 
ens us in our battle against our own sinful flesh, that we may conquer more 
and more every day and that !we may daily increase in doing only those things 
which are pleasing to God, in living our lives according to His Word - until 
in the hour of death, when our inherited corruption shall be removed from us 
forever, when our Old Adam shall be destroyed, and iwhen we shall be restored 
to the image and likeness of God in heaven where we shall serve our Creator, 
Redeemer, and Sanctifier in everlasting righteousness, innocence and blessed- 
ness, world without end. -B. 
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If we should put the question to 
the average Lutheran catechumen, 
one uncontaminated by recent de- 
velopments in some of the Lutheran 
groups: “What are the Holy Scrip- 
tures?” the chances are that the an- 
swer would be given, without hesita- 
tion: “The Holy Scriptures are the 
canonical books .of the Old and New 
Testament, as they were verbally in- 
spired by the Holy Ghost and there- 
fore teach us the way of salv,ation.” 

However, that answer would not 
at all satisfy the Roman Catholic 
sect, as it teaches and practices to- 
day. We have before us .a pamphlet 
issued by “The Missionary Society of 
St. Paul the Apostle”, otherwise 
known as “The Paulist Fathers”. 
The author of the pamphlet, ,which 
bears the title “The Authorized In- 
terpreter of Holy Scripture”, is Will- 
iam H. Sloan, and it is published by 
the ,Paulist Press, New York. The 
pamphlet is so full of errors and 
blasphemies that one might write a 
whole book in reply, but perhaps a 
few excerpts will show just what the 
situation is in a sect which has for 
centuries spread its falsehoods, ever 
since its establishment by the Coun- 
cil of Trent, 1545 to 1564. And these 
dates, incidentally, are the ones that 
give us the beginning of the Roman 
sect, for up till that time there was 
only the Canono-Catholic Church, 
ruled, indeed, by the papal court 
and under the domination of papal 
sycophants, but with only the three 
ecumenical creeds at its masthead. 
The Roman Catholic sect definitely 
does not go back to Christ, and the 
reference of Jesus in Matt. l&18 has 
in mind the Una Sancta, the invisible 
Communion of Saints. 

But let us now take a brief look 
at the Pamphlet, “The Authorized In- 
terpreter of Holy Scripture.” The 
first greater falsehood of the pam- 
phlet is stated in the words: “The 
Bible does not contain all religious 
truth, and for that reason non-Catho- 
lies have not the whole revelation of 
Christ to men.” This falsehood the 
author tries to bolster up ,with a 
reference to John 20:30 .and John 
21:25. That ‘cproof” fits like an ele- 
phant in a peanut-shell. To claim 
that the matters referred to by John 
were “preserved by the church.” 
That is a bold claim, but it is totally 
lacking in proof. It was only to the 
apostles that the Lord gave His 
promise that the Holy Spirit would 
lead them into all truth. John 14:26; 
16:13. And they taught, by word of 
mouth as well as by their writings, 
what they had seen and heard. With 
the passing of the last apostle the 
book of God’s revelation to men was 
closed, and the statemnt at the end 
of the Book of Revelation, Chap. 
22:18,19, may well be applied to the 
entire unit, the one great entity 
known as the Holy Scripture, as 
shown in Prov. 30:5,6. These facts 
belong to the primer of theological 
training, and cannot be set aside by 
specious declarations. 

The author challenges Protestants 
to show that our Lord Himself gave 
the Bible to, men, and He told men 
to read it for themselves. But, as a 
matter of fact, the directions given 
by Jesus in His last discourses clear- 
ly indicate that the Lord wanted the 
testimony of His apostles to be the 
basis of all Gospel teaching, whether 
by word of mouth or by the testi- 
mony of their writings. John 1720; 
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1 John 1:3,4. And that applies also 
to the apostle Paul, as he emphatical- 
ly declares in 1 Cor. 2:12,13; 1 Cor. 
15:3; 1 Cor. 11:23; 1 Thess. 2:13. 
Christ did give the Bible to men, in 
precisely the same way as the Old 
Testament was built up, book by 
book, just as the entire chapters, 
Deut. 4 and 11, show. As book was 
added to book in the Volume of the 
Old Testament, it was always regard- 
ed as a unit, .an entity, Is. 34:16, and 
when the whole Old Testament had 
been completed, our Lord Himself 
pointed to it according to its great 
divisions, the Law, the Prophets, and 
the Psalms. Luke 24:44. Thus also, 
the New Testament grew up till the 
end of the first century, and the 
veriest tyro in thological training 
should be able to see that the “Tra- 
ditionshypothese” takes care of all 
the m.aterials in the gospels and that 
the Holy Ghost provided a safe ‘oasis 
for all teaching concerning Jesus, the 
Savior. That the Lord did not tell 
His apostles to write any of the 
Scriptures is simply not in keeping 
with the Eacts. Not only is such a 
command implied in many passages 
referred to above, but we have the 
testimony of some of the writers 
themselves, as in 1 Cor. 14:37; 1 Tim. 
3:14; 1 John 2:1, beside the more 
than dozen p.assages in the Book of 
Revelation, Hence the claim that the 
Bible was in its formative state and 
only fragmentary till the end of the 
first century, that the Church was 
flourishing all around the Mediter- 
ranean Sea before the Bible was in 
being, is entirely beside the point. 

Of course, one might expect a 
Rom.an author to refer to the omission 
of the Old Testament apocrypha in 
the Protestant Bibles. But the simple 
fact is that these books were not 
even acknowledged by the Jewish 
Church and by its chief historian, 

and there are reasons to reject these 
books as not belonging to the canon. 
If this argument were admissible. 
then one might add the New Testa- 
ment apocrypha to the Bible also, 
and that even Rome has not done 
till now. 

Hence we must reject Sloan’s book 
as not even ,worthy of careful con- 
sideration. Let all lovers of the 
truth beware of this and similar 
books! -P&K. 

PLEASE: In sending orders for re- 
leases or ordering or resubscribing 
to the ORTHODOX LUTHERAN do 
not send check to the Orthodox Lu- 
theran Conference but to the ORTHO- 
DOX LUTHERAN. 

-Ed. 
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Chiliasm and the Bible 

To recognize Chiliasm as a false 
doctrine directly contradicting Scrip- 
ture, the following points must be 
kept in mind: 

1) Chiliasm teaches a still impend- 
ing, twofold, visible coming of Christ, 
a visible coming to establish the 
millenium and a visible coming for 
the judgment of all men. Scripture, 
Hebrews 9:28, enumerates the visible 
advents of Christ and contrary to 
Chiliasm expressly says, that after 
Christ’s coming into the flesh for the 
purpose of bearing the sins of men 
there is still to be expected only his 
second coming to conduct His own 
into eternal salvation. Hebrews 9:28, 
“So Christ lwas once offered to bear 
the sins of many; and unto them 
that look for him shall he appear 
the second time without sin unto sal- 
vation.” 

2) Chiliasm teaches a twofold res- 
urrection of the dead, more exactly, 
a resurrection of the dead in two di- 
visions, a resurrection of the martyrs 
and particuLarly pious Christians to 
join in His millenial reign on 
earth, and a resurrection of the gen- 
eral run of Christians and of all 
men for judgment. Christ, however, 
refers aJJ who believe in Him only 
to the resurrection on the Last Day, 
John 6:40, “Everyone which seeth the 
Son, and believeth on him, may have 
everlasting life: and I will raise him 
up at the last day.” 

3) Chiliasm teaches two resurrec- 
tions, separated by a thousand years, 
while the Scriptures know only one 
and plainly declare that the resurrec- 
tion of the saints is to take place on 
the Day of Judgment and in connec- 
tion with that event, Matt. 24:30, 
31; Matt. 25:31-46; John 5: 28,29; 
2 Thess. 1:7-10. 

4) Chiliasm perverts the Scripture 

doctrine of Christian hope. By its 
assumption of a still impending 
millenium on earth, which embraces 
world peace and the rulership of the 
Christians first of all to this world, 
namely, that a thousand years of 
peace in this ,world and a reign of 
a thousand years over the unbeliev- 
ing world. The Scriptures proceed 
in a manner entirely different. They 
describe the way ordained for all 
Christians from the days of the apos- 
tles to Judgment Day as the way of 
the cross. Acts. 14:22, “We must 
through much tribulation enter into 
the kingdom of God.” Rest and re- 
ward for the Christians are to follow 
only in heaven. Matt. 5:3ff. And 
when Paul, Phil. 3:20,21, describes 
the mutual future hope of himself 
and all Christians, he, too, refers to 
no thousand years of peace and reign 
on earth, but says, “Our conversation 
(R.V. Citizenship) is in heaven; from 
whence also we look for the Saviour, 
the Lord Jesus Christ, who shall 
change our vile body.” 

Note, then, the effect of Chiliasm 
on the spiritual life of the Christians. 
The perversion of the Christian hope 
by Chiliasm is very harmful and dan- 
gerous to the spiritual life of the 
Christians. Where Chiliasm is taken 
swiuusJy, that is, where it controls 
the heart, it turns heart and mind 
away from the spiritual glory of the 
Christian life, consisting in the assur- 
.ance of the remission of sins and the 
future heavenly heritage, and re- 
places it with the expectation of an 
external and lworldly greatness. It 
depreciates such mighty and glorious 
words as these: “Peace I leave with 
you, my peace I give unto you etc.” 
(John 14:27), and, “These things I 
have spoken unto you, that in Me 
ye might have peace. In the world ye 
shall have tribulation: but be of good 
cheer; I have overcome the world.” 
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(John 16:33). Chiliasm is not con- 
tent with the “Behold, the kingdom 
of God is within you.” (Luke 17:21), 
but would have it that the kingdom 
of God should come with outward 
show, so that one might say: Lo, 
there it is! In short, God’s Word, 
the Holy Bible, does not tea,ch Chi- 
liasm, but warns against it! May our 
dear Lord Jesus Christ, Who died 
th,at we might live, graciously pre- 
serve us from the pernicious false 
teachings of the Chiliasts! (Pop. 
Sym. pp. 131, 132, 373-375. Also+ 
Christi,an Dogmatics Vol. III, pp. 525- 
526.) M.L.N. 

HOW CHRISTIANS SHOULD 

DISPOSE OF THEfR DEAD 

The bodies of our dead should be 
buried in the ground for such was 
the manner in which the true child- 
ren of God disposed of their dead 
ever since death first entered into 
the world when man fell into sin. 
(cf. Gen. 23:19; 25.9; 35:29; 49:31; 1 
Kings 14:18; 2 Kings 13:29; Acts 2:29; 
and the like.) 

In many cities today, the old 
heathen custom of cremating the 
dead (burning the bodies of the dead) 
has been revived. Such a manner 
of disposing of the dead is indeed 
proper for those who do not believe 
in the resurrection of the body and 
who prefer hell to heaven. The oven 
in which the bodies are burned, 
twisted, and distorted, is indeed a 
true picture of hell. The unbeliev- 
ers and athiests often request their 
bodies to be burned to show that they 
are not Christians. 

We, therefore, should not cre- 
mate, but bury our dead. It is true 
that it does not affect the Christian’s 
soul whether his body is burned up 
or whether it slolwly rots in the grave. 

Many early Christians were burned at 
the stake and met death in the 
flames, yet their souls were received 
into heaven. But the Scriptural 
way to take care of the bodies of our 
dead is to bury them, for as crema-’ 
tion pictures hell and its terrors, so a 
Christian burial pictures eternal life 
in heaven for the Apostle Paul likens 
the Christian burial to the sewing of 
seed into the ground, for as the seed 
rots and decays in order to spring 
forth into a living plant, so also the 
body of the Christian is planted in the 
ground only to spring forth again on 
the Last Day unto life everlasting. 
In 1 Cor. 15, St. Paul writes con- 
cerning the bodies of those who died 
in the Lord: “It is sown in corrup- 
tion; it is raised in incorruption; It is 
sown in dishonor; it is raised in 
glory: it is sown in weakness; it is 
raised in power: It is sown a natur- 
al body; it is raised a spiritual body.” 

A MISSOURI SYNOD PASTOR 
PUBLICLY CONFESSES THAT 

HE FEARS MEN MORE 
THAN GOD 

(The follolwing article of interest 
was t.aken from the Watertown Pub- 
lic Opinion, Watertown, S. Dak., June 
3, 1955): 

“Beardsfey, Minn. (AP) - Com- 
mencement exercises at Beardsley 
High School were cancelled by the 
school board after flare up of a dis- 
pute over whether clergymen should 
offer invocation and benediction 
prayers at the affair. 

“Cancellation of the May 27 com- 
mencement followed receipt by the 
bo.ard of a letter from Rev. Harvey 
Egan, local Catholic priest. He wrote 
that Catholics in his parish would 
be ‘forbidden to attend the proposed 
graduation exercise.’ Nine of the 
I5 graduating seniors were Catho- 
lics. 
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“Diplomas Presented. After can- 
celling the ceremony, the school 
board ,arranged a brief ,assembly at 
which diplomas ‘were given the grad- 
uates. Rev. E;gan held a graduates’ 
mass May 22 in his church for the 
Catholic seniors. 

“The priest explained today that 
he favored the type of commence- 
ment program that had been held 
here the previous five years. They 
have not included invocations or 
benedictions. 

“C. R. Hudley, school board chair- 
man, said several persons had urged 
that prayers be reinstated at this 
year’s commencement and the board 
voted to make the change. The 
board drew n.ames of their choices 
of clergymen to offer the prayers. 

“Priest Declines. Drawn first (was 
the name of Rev. Egan. The priest 
declined. He explained today that 
although he would have no objection 
to giving the commencement pray- 
ers, he could not give ‘tacit agree- 
ment to have Catholics participate in 
religious type commencements’ that 
might include pr.ayers by non-Catho- 
lit clergymen in future years. 

“After Rev. Egan’s refusal, Rev. 
W. A. Krueger of the Lutheran 
Church, Missouri Synod, agreed to 
give the prayers. However, he with- 
drew after the priest wrote the 
school board. Subsequently,. the 
board canceled the co,mmencement 
program.” 

“If the minister is not willing to 
suffer the loss of his goods, of hon- 
or and rank, yes, even of his life, he 
is not a profitable servant of the 
Church.” (Chr. Dogs., vol. 1, p. 51.) 

NEW PARSONAGE AT 

WILMOT, S. DAK. 

On July 28 Pastor 0. W. Schaefer 
and family, of St. Stephen’s Lutheran 
Church, Wilmot, S. Dak., moved into 
the #congregation’s new parsonage. 
The former dwelling !was inadequate 
and in poor condition, so the mem- 
bers decided to raze it and provide a 
more suitable home for their pastor. 
Pastor Schaefer came to Wilmot in 
March of this year and lived in the 
church basement until the new home 
was ready. 

The parsonage is not a brand new 
structure, but is a ,house formerly 
owned by a member and offered to 
the congregation at a nominal sum. 
It was moved to Wilmot from Coro- 
na, S. Dak., 10 miles away, and plac- 
ed on the property last May. Dur- 
ing the next. two months professional 
labor and considerable help from the 
members put the house into adequate 
and attractive condition. 

There are four rooms do.wnstairs 
and three bedrooms upstairs. The 
kitchen was completely remodeled, 
a bathroom was provided, every 
room was redecorated, and a study 
and a g.arage were built onto the 
original structure. 

The fact that so many members, 
both men and women, gave of their 
time and talents toward this project 
helped to keep the cost at a reason- 
able figure. A fair estimate of the 
total expense is $6,000. 

May the Lord of the Church bless 
this congregation for providing such 
a fine ho.me for its pastor, and may 
this parsonage ever be His temple 
and dwelling-place! -o,.w.s. 

Please notify Business Manager, 
Rev. E. C. Hallstein, 1015 N. Com- 
mercial, Clark, S. D., of any change 
of address. 
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Let me light my taper 
At Thy sacred fire, 
While the song is rising 
Of the heavenly choir; 
For upon the altar 
Of the shameful cross 
Thou Thy life hast given 
To redeem my loss. 

Let my love be lighted 
At Thy holy love, 
Since for me Thou camest 
From Thy throne above; 
All Thy life wcfs given 
As Thy blood was spilt 
To release and free me 
From all sin and guilt. 

THE FIRE OF LOVE 

While the flame is burning 
In Thy holy Ireart, 
To my heart, 0 Savior, 
Of Thy love impart. 
Kindle Thou in mercy 
In my soul love’s flame; 
Let it burn in honor 
Of Thy holy name. 

As in lowly service 
Thou didst spend Thy life, 
Though the foes attacked Thee 
With intrigue and strife; 
So let love constrain me 
E’er to follow Thee 
Both in faith, and service 
Through eternity. -P.E.K 
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