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To Make known
the teachings,
treasures, and history
of the true
Lutheran Church;
To Offer evidences that the Lutheran Church is Nlot a sect, and
Not a New church, but rather a continuation
of the Church of Jesus
Christ, our Lord and Savior;
To Show what Tlrwe Lutherans Must
believe, how they are to Live a
Christian life, suffer in patience, and
die in peace; and
To Uncover the current false doctrines, to Oppose them, and to Warn
against them, especially to unmask
False Lutheranis and their Aberrations from Scriptures
and the pure
Lutheran
Confessions, including
the
Book
of Concord
of 1580, the
Brief
Statement
of 1932, and our
Confession of Faith.
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distributi.on by
you. All orders for above booksadvance cash, plus 3c po.stage.

“They Would Exclude
You, That You Might
Affect Them”
Commenting on these words
of Holy Writ, as found in Gal.
4 :17, Luther says : “Such troubles of commonweals and other
calamities, as famine, wars, dissensions, and sects, the Jews and
Gentiles imputed to the doctrine
of Paul and of the other Apostles; and therefore thiey persecuted them as common plagues,
and enemies of the public
peace and religi!on. The Apostles, notwithstanding
all this,
did not cease to do their
off ice, but most constantly*
preached and confessed Christ,
For they
knew
that
thley
should rather obey God than
man (Acts 529) ; and that it
was better that the whole wcarl#d
shioald ble troublemd and in an upmar, than that Christ should not
be preached, or that one mu1
should be neglected and perish.”

The false apostles a.nd their
duped followers have at all times
followed ,the same pattern as
that mentioned in Gal. 4:17 and
in the Luther quotation a,bove.
Preach the truth and you’ll immediately find out that their
pattern has not changed in the
least way. Whenever, *be it in a
synod or an individual congregation, the members of ‘Christ’s
little flock testify for the truth
by preaching God’s entire counsel and openly opposing the
damning doctrines ‘of men, the
duped followers of blind leaders,
“destitute of the truth,” will in
one voice cry out, pointing the
accusing finger at the followers
of .Christ’s voice: “There are the
trouble-makers, the disrupters
of true peace, the enemies of

true religion!? ‘_And whenever
the ‘followers. of thle Savior
heed the Scriptural injunction
60
“come out and be ye
separate” from those who pervert the Gospel lest they
should lose their own salvation
by way of indifference
to
Christ’s voice, then the jubilant
cry : “Good riddance !” proceleds
from the mouths of the false
teachers and their blind followers.
Needless to say, this pattern
has been followed .by the false
“lovers of peace and harmony”
in f,ormerly conservative Lutheran synods. We have men
(pastors and lay-people), holding membership or fellowship in
the Orthodox Lutheran Conference but former members of the
Nissouri, Wiscotisin, and National synods, who can testify
that this is true. However, it is
better “that the whole world
should be troubled and in an uproar” as a result of the confusion following the rejection of
the truth. The voices of the
world, the false teachers and
their followers cannot still the
voice of Christ, the Word of
God.
It is God’s will that no bloodbought soul perish, 2 Pet. 3:9,
because, as He clearly proclaims
through His Word, He has already reconciled the entire world
unto Himself through the vicarious suffering and death of His
Son, Christ Jesus. Rom. 5:lO;
2! ,Cor. 5:18 ; and .Col. 121.
Therefore His will is that not
one single soul should be neglected, i.e. deprived of the free
gift of salvation by failing to
teach him the entire counsel
of God. May God, therefore,
continue
to give us such
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pastors and teachers, who will
have true concern for all the
souls placed into their care
by’ the Holy Spirit, so that
they will feed the souls with
nothing but the pure heavenly
manna, the Word of God. And
may He give us such lay-people
who respect and “esteem very
highly in love for their work’s
sake” those who labor among
them with such God-pleasing
concern for their blood-bought
souls. Whilce it is still day, before
the night cometh, may the Lord
of the Church motivate us, both
pastors and lay-people, to work
courageously together in lextending Christ’s kingdom here on
earth by constant witnessing for
the truth and warring against
its enemies. Let us here, together with thle other members of
the Church Militant fight for the
truth, that we together may
as
spend ,eternity hereafter
members of the Church Triumphant.
-Erick E. Erickson.

Notice
With this issue the editor
closes two terms of service in
this capacity
for the O.L.C.
(Turn to inside of front cover
for p e r t in e n t information).
Though
involving
much time
and effort, with gracious permission of my congregatisn, yet
it has been a labor of joy, all
to the glory of God. .Our sincere thanks for all assistance
including
given,
constructive
criticisms.
May the policy of
this paper-as
given in the
State of Purpose (inside front
cover), under ,God, be neither
changed nor waver,
and its
voice like the trumpet of the
watchman
sound forth clearly
and without ‘compromise against
any and every error in doctrine and every departure from
Scriptural
practice.
Above all
may the clear testimony of the
person and work of Christ, completely and fiinally revealed in
the Scriptures, who is Lord an.d
Savior of all, the means of winning souls for His kingdom and
keeping them in His grace for
them and for eternity.
O.G.S.

Lutheran Mission at Milwaukee
CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH (*Orthodox Lutheran) announces the beginning
of public worship in its temporary
chapel at 4528 N. 68th St., Milwaukee,
Hopkins 6-2037.
Sund.ay School
Divine

each Sunday _-______

Services
First and Third Sundays-

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ lo:30

Second and Fourth Sundays
Visitors

9:15 A.M.

are glways

cordially

welcome

Contact:

_ _ _ _ 7~00 P.M.

at this church of the pure Word!

Rev. H. D. Mensing,
Central
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A.M.

Pastor

Ave. at 171st PI., Tinley Park, III.

The Spiritual Life of the Christian
Beginning

a Series

of Lectures-Dr.

You desire to serve in the office of
the holy ministry here on earth. Truly
a praiseworthy
decision, one which
the Holy Ghost also praises thr.ough
the apostle Paul, whom He caused to
write: “This is a true saying, If a
man desire the office of a bishop, he
desireth a ,good work.” (1 ‘Tim. 3:l.)
Tiue preachers are, as Luther
so
often remarks, the greatest blessing
Faithful
preachers are
to a nation.
the greatest benefactors of mankind.
All other vocations in life, as to their
importance and value, cannot even be
compared with the ministry.
May
God preserve and strengthen in you
the resolve to serve Him in that
off ice;.
But I must call your attention to
the ‘fact that your sphere of activity
is altogether
different
from others
and.mdst wonderful, f,or it is a sphere
of activity which is a powerful reality,,’ though it is invisible to the eye.
The realm of your activity
is the
spiritual
life in man.. Through the
prdelamation
of God’s Word you are
to bring about as well as preserve
spiritual life in men. To this spiritual
life, which is to be the sphere .of
your future work, we shall devote
our attention in these Friday evening
lecture .periods. Go.d grant that you
may ,derive a benefit from them for
your. own- spiritua1 life as well as
for the spiritual
life of .those :one
day to- be’ served by you -in the ‘office
of the holy ministry.
This evening, as our beginning, we
shall consider the concept of spiritual
life, or, to put it in the form of a
question: Wherein does spiritual
life
consist ?
Is there such a thing as spiritual
life ? Most certainly!
Besides the
natural
or bodily life, there is a
spiritual
life. That is certain.
The
former is common to all men; the
latter is found only in a part of
mankind. The former all men possess
by natural birth; the latter is given
-

Fr.

Pieper

to people through
a new spiritual
birth,
usually
called
regeneration.
The natural
life is referred
to in
Acts 17:‘28, where the apostle, speaking for all men, writes:
“In Him”
(namely, God) “we live and move and
The almighty
God
have our being.”
is both the giver and the preserver
of natural life. Concerning spiritual.
life the apostle speaks, for example?
in Romans 8, when he writes (v. 14).:
“As many as are led by the ‘Spirit
of God, they are.’ the sons of God,‘!
and already before that (v. 9)‘: “If
any’ man have not the Spirit
of
Christ, he is none of His.” God the.
Holy Ghos.t creates and preserves
spiritual life through a special operation of His grace and almighty
Besides natural
life, then,
power.
there is. a spiritual life.
This spiritual life is absolutely indispensable
to salvation.
Only he,
wh.0. lives ,in this spiritual
life has,
Christ and ‘the grace and salvation
won by. Him. That is clearly shown
by the aforementioned
Scripture passage: “If any man have not the Spirit
of Christ; he is none of $I%.” If you,,
if wo who are’ here ‘present want’ to’
be, ,save.d, then. spiritual
life must
dwell within us. If you would save
others; then through
your,, ministry
this spirituai life mutit be formed is
them. For only through such spiritual
life here on ,earth will one, attain to
eternal life in heaven. In ‘fact,. spiri
itual life on earth is already the be>
ginning of eternal. life,.
We now ask: Wherein does spiritual life consist ? Some people confuse .intellecDual (geistiges)
life and
spiritual
(geistiiches)
life. But these
two must be sharply
distinguished
life is
from each other. Intellectual
Intellectual
life;
not spiritual
life.
according
to which a person ~0s;’
sesses a special inclination
or. aptitude for intellectual activities, for ex+
ample, for reading books,. meditating,
studying, that belongs. to: the natural
133 -

life. A person can advance toward
perfection
in a so-called intellectual
activity, he may be the most brilliant
philologist,
phil,osopher, or mathematician, and yet not be in possession of
spiritual life, and may in addition be
a child of death and condemnation.
Spiritual
life, furthermore,
does
not consist in an outward f,orm of
living that gives the appearance of
being especially religious.
Under the
papacy, external ways of living, especially monastic life, are called spiritual.
But such life in a cloister is
fleshly
and carnal in the extreme.
For there, too, even under the best
conditions, people seek through that
humanly contrived estate and through
humanly contrived works to earn divine [grace and salvation for themselves. But that is not life, nor is it
spirit, but rather death and flesh, inasmuch as one cuts himself off from
Him who alone is the foundation
of
spiritual
life and eternal life, namely, from Christ as the only Savior.
But still more. If someone, however, did not follow self-chosen works
but honestly and sincerely made the
effort to gain the grace of God and
salvation by means of the works commanded in God’s Law, the Ten Commandments, that, too-in
spite of all
good appearances-would
not be spiritual life but basically an accursed
life. The apostle Paul in Galatians
3:lO writes thus: “For as many as
are of the works of the law are under
the curse.”
Wherein, then, does spiritual
life
consist ? Remember,
natural
man,
that is, man as he is constituted since
Adam’s fall, is est.ranged from God,
ungodly. He has a guilty conscien.ce
before God, regards God as his enemy,
and murmurs against God whenever
something goes against his own ideas;
he is determined to live according to
his own will; he is controlled by the
fear tif death. That is death, spiritual
death.
When, on the other hand,
h&s reached that condition
from the bottom of his
regards God as gracious,

a p=n
in which,
heart, he
trusts in
-

Him and prays to Him, accepts misfortune
as from the hand of God,
no longer lives unto himself but unto
God; and when he has overcome the
fear of death in the knowledge that
through death ,he will enter eternal
life-when
a person has come to such
a state, then there is spiritual
life
in him. And the center, the foundal
tion, the real source of that spiritual
life is faith in Jesus Christ and Him
crucified,
the Savior of the world:
For such a man regards God as a
,gracious ‘God for Christ’s sake; he
trusts in G.od, for he knows that God
gave His Son into death for his redemption.
He accepts
misfortune
from the hand of God as a chastisement of God, because he knows that
God is his gracious
Father
for
Christ’s sake. He will no longer live
unto himself but unto God, because
he knows that God loved him so that
He gave His only-#begotten Son for
him. He has overcome the terrors of
death, because Christ the Savior said:
“I am the resurrection
and the life:
he that believeth in Me, though he
were dead, yet shall he live.” (John
11:25.) And again: “Father,
I will
that they als,o, whom Thou hast given Me, be with Me where I am.”
(John 1’7:25.) You see, that is spiritual life; that is spiritual life viewed
in its center and in a few life situations.
I hope to God that exactly this spiritual life dwells in you all; and may
God grant His grace that some day
through your ministry
many may be
led to this .spiritual life and be preserved therein unto eternal life.
Translated

by A.M.S.

(To be continued)

PLEASE:
In sending orders for releases or ordering or r&subscribing
to the ORTHODOX
LUTHERAN
do
not send check to the Orthodox .Lutheran Conference but to the ORTHODOX L U T H E R A N, Subscriptioris
make excellent gifts.
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The Chrisfian

Home

VI
The Duties of Parents
Toward Their Children
If we have taken note of all the
teachings of Holy Writ in the previous discussions of this series, we are
now in a position to take up the question of the responsibility
of parents
over against their children from the
time of their birth to adulthood. And
here we are primarily
to remember
that children are a gift. of God, that
they in reality *belong to Him and that
He will demand an accounting of the
manner in which we discharge our
duties as parents.
The fundamental
principle of Holy
Writ is contained in &he well-known
“Ye fathers, provoke not
admonition:
your children
to wrath,
but bring
*them up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord.” Eph. 6:4. The parallel passage is found in Col. 3:21:
“Fathers,
provoke not your children
(to anger)? lest they be discouraged.”
Now which are the factors involved
in the duty which p’arents have toward their children?
The very first
one is this, that all parents must be
aware of the sinfulness of their children. David’s outcry is one which
must be shared by all men: “Behold,
I was shapen in iniquity,
and in sin
did my mother conceive me.” Ps. 51:5.
The same thought is contained in the
Lord’s
declaration
to Nicodemus :
“‘That which is born of the flesh is
flesh.” John 3:6. The children of sinful parents (and that includes them
all) are sinful. Their whole nature is
corrupt and inclined to all evil, as the
Lord stated after the Flood: “The
imagination
,of man’s heart is evil
from his youth.” Gen. 8:21. And the
wisdom of Solomon states: “Foolishness is bound up in the heart of a
khild.” Prov. 22 : 15.
These facts must be clearly understood by all parents, so that they may
deal with their children in keeping
with the many injunctions
of the
Lord. Bringing
them up in the nurture and admon2tion of the .Lord includes, first of all, the knowledge and
appreciation of the fact that even infants are in need of salvation, and our
blessed Savior has stated the condition in *the words: “Except ‘a man be
born of water and of the Spirit, he
cannot enter into the kingdom
of
God.” John 3 :5. For that reason Chris-

tian parents, mindful of the Savior’s
command: “Make disciples of all nations by bap$izing them,” since children definitely ,belong to all nations,
will have their ,children ,baptized at
the e’arliest opportunity,
for, although
the Lord is not bound by the rules laid
down by himself, human beings must
observe all His sayings. If infants die
before they have received the Sacrament of Holy Baptism and parents
have been guilty of neglect, they may
well expect to be bothered by an evil
conscience.
And now we must remember: Although ‘a child, by Holy Baptism, is
received into the kingdom of grace, it
is still prone to sin,, to actual Sims,
and the Lord .gives us a list of such
sins in Matt. 15 :19. The only way in
which Christian parents #may combat
such sins is, as God Himself directs
us, by ways and means set forth in
the Scriptures. The apostle Paul reminds his pupil and fellow-worker,
Timothy:
“That from a child (that
is, from infancy, from babehood) thou
hast known
the Holy
Scriptures,
which are able to make thee wise unto
salvation through faith which is in
Christ Jesus, . . . that the man of
God may be perfect, throughly
furnished unto all good works.” 2 Tim.
3:15, 17. These blessings came to
Timobhy chiefly through the efforts
relatives.
of his consecrated
his
grandmother
Lois and his kother
Eunice. 2 Tim. 1:5.
This solicitude for the spiritual welfare of their children should be the
chief characteristic
of all Christian
parents, as they regard them with
feelings of merciful
love. The Lord
says, in Ps. 103:13: “Like as & father
pitieth his children, so the Lord pitieth them that fear Him.” We are also
reminded of other passages, such as
Is. 49:15; Matt. 7:ll; Luke 11:13; and
Matt. 18:5. The purpose of the Lokd
will not be served by occasional references to the great truths of the
Bible, as they should be applied in
daily life. No :Christian home is complete without ‘a family altar, that is,
a time during the day, preferable at
the morning and the evening meal,
when a, passage if the Bible is read
by the father or some other member
of the family, to which is added some
explanation and application,
together
with prayer. And to the spiritu’al atmosphere of the home should by all
means be added the suppor#t of the
parish school and the Sunday school
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There should be the closest co-operation between the two agencies for the
Christian training of the children, so
that #the antagonism
which is still
occasionally found will disappear entirely. Some form of parent-teacher
organization
may be of great service
to effect the best results. Nor may we
forget tha.t the place of all children
of Christian homes on .Sundays and
holidays is in the church service. It
would undoubtedly
be of the highest
value if the old-fashioned family pew
would be restored, so that parents
could do as formerly was done, namely rehearse the chief points of the
pastor’s sermon with the young members of their family
and probably
drive home some particular points.
It will. hardly be necessary, in the
majority of cases, to remind Christian
parents that the bodily welfare
of
their children is their responsibility.
Not only do we have scores of examples listed in Holy Writ, but we have
the Lord’s express ,statement: “If any
provide no,t for his own, and especially for those of his own house, he hath
f;.ret,the
fatth, and is worse than an
I Tim. 5:8. And this care
must be; applied in a sane and sensible
way, without
the pampering
which
characterizes the relationship in many
especially
when we are
instances,
dealing with the one- or two-child
system. A .careful study of the Book
of Proverbs will do much to teach
parents their duty in this respect.
Our discussion could hardly be regarded as complete without at least
some reference to the vexing question
of discipline. This is all the more important since .the evolutionistic
teaching of the last few decades has
wrought havoc in this field, especially
when it is asserted that children
should be permitted
to develop in
t.heir own way, without interference
on the -part of parents and teachers.
But the Bible teaches a treatment of
children along different lines. For instance! the various steps included in
the discipline
of children:
“As ye
know how we exhorted and comforted
and charged every one of you as ‘a
father doth his children.”
I Thess.
2:ll.
These are the three forms of
oral guidance and discipline
which
are to be used in all ordinary cases;
for the beseeching, or exhorting, must
be done when faintness threatens to
take hold of the hearts; the encouragement is in place when hearts &re
in need of consolation; .and testifying,

even to the degree of adjuration,
is
in order when children are to *be
urged &to lead their lives in such a
way as to be worthy
of God. To
these three forms of discipline may
well be added the withholding
or
withdrawin,g
of privileges,
for most
children are keenly aware of the disgrace inv-olved in any form of demotion. In this connection we shall do,
well to remember *that substitution
is:
usually better than prohibition.
In.
other words, if we have some constructive
suggestions
directing
the.
children’s activities into paths which:
will keep them ou,t of mischief we
shall probably effect our objective.
But ,under circumstances the disci-.
plinary
measures
of parents
and
teachers may well go beyond these
ordinary steps. In Prov. 19 :18 we are
#told: “Chasten thy soln while there is
hope, and let not thy soul spare for
his crying.” ‘In Prov. 22 :I5 the Lord
. . “Foolishness
is bound in the
!%% of a child but the rod of con-’
nection shall d&e it far from him.”
The same point is made in Prov. 23:
13, 14: “Withhold not correction from
the child; for if thou beatest him
with the rod, he shall not die. Thou
shalt beat him with a rod and shalt.
deliver his soul from hell.” And again,
in .Prov. 29 : 15, 17 : “The rod and re-.
proof give wisd,om; but a child left to‘
himself bringet.h his mother to shame.’
. :Correct thy son, ,and he shall give
thee rest; yea, he shall give delight
lest some:
to thy soul.” Moreover,
folks think that the softness of mod-.
em pedagogy has superseded the wisdom of the eternal God, He has some
.declarations
on this
very definite
‘He
that spareth
his rod,
point:
hateth his son; but he that loveth him
chasteneth him betimes.” Prov. 13:14..
That this holds true also for the New
Testament is clearly taught in Heb.
12~7, 8: “What son is he whom the
father chasteneth not? But if ye be
without chastisement, whereof all are
partakers,
then are ye bastards and
not sons.” Thus the Lord, far from)
advising an indiscriminate
and unlimited use of the rod, rather draws.
a parallel which will #cause parents
and teachers to give the matter most
serious thought when making use of
this very extreme measure in punish-.
ing a child; :but at the same time He
very emphatically
declares just how
He regards those who oppose every
form of corporal punishment.
Above all, let us keep in mind that

other factors come into the picture.
For example, it is a Scriptural truth
that prayer
changes things.
Thus
Monica, the mother
of tb.e great
teacher Augustine, spent many a day
and even many a year in praying for
her wayward son, but the result certainly
justified
her procedure. Nor
may we forget the fact that the personality
of father, mother, teacher
has very much to do with the results
in training
children. Neither may we
overlook the need of order and cleanliness in the home, as a factor in rearing children, for a slovenly environment will produce a like reaction in
most children. The bringing
up of
children from babehood to adulthood
is. a steady occupation, requiring the
utmost, in pat.ience and wisdom.
P. E. K.

FOURTH ANNUAL
O.L.C. CONVENTION
Under God and to the eternal glory
of His holy Name the ,pastors, delegates, a goodly number of members
of our congregations,
and friends assembled ‘at Holy Trinity
Lutheran
Church in Minneapolis
August 21-23
to confer upon and to act upon matters pertaining
to the welfare and
growth
of the ORTHODOX
LUTHER.AN
CONlF’EREN,CE.
Doctrinal essays and various theses
and resolutions
on practical matters
occupied most of the sessions, with
sufficient time set aside for the consideration
of business matters.
Of
considerable interest were the reports
of our missionaries
in various parts
of the nation, and most satisfying indeed the personal interest
demonstrated in the ‘activities of each field
opened or to be opened under God as
soon as possible. If our people will
continue to pray “the Lord of the
harvest that He w,ould send forth laborers into His harvest,” surely the
Lord will send them forth.
The report on the activities
and
program
of the ORTHODOX
LUTHERAN
SEMINARY
was received
with joy and thanksgiving
to Almighty God, and indicated the enrollment of several young men for the
first year of the three year theological course -and also of two young
ladies for. the normal
department,
which begins its full program
this
year.

The devout attention
and active
participation
of the assembly in matters of doctrine and Christian practice demonstra,ted most clearly that
informed lay people can and will consider these matters
cheerfully
and
with the firm resolution
to become
still better students of *the Bible and
of the sound Lutheran
Confessions.
May God grant it! No delegate will
return from this convention to say
“all they talked about was money,”
but rather: “We learned again and
‘again the treasures of Holy Scripture
and their great value to us as Christians.”
Financially
God has been with us
and blessed us also. Though each
parish of Dhe 0.L.C. has its own private problems, they each realize ,their
God-.given
obligation
toward
the
Church at Large, the eff,orts indicating that we need not have fears concerning the future growth and development.
Lunches,
dinners,
and sleeping
quarters were provided by the ladies
of the host congregation
in their
usual gracious and satisfying manner.
The Convention ‘accepted the invita,tion of St:Stephen’s Lutheran Church
of Wilmot, So. Dakota, for its Pastoral Conference in January, and the
invitation
of the Mt. Olive Lutheran
Church of Detroit
Lakes and Mt.
Calvary Lutheran
Church of Ponsford, Minn., for its Fifth Annua.1 Convention.
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THE A.L.C. AND
WOMAN SUFFRAGE
TH,E
LUTHERAN
STANDARD
says ‘“The pastor AND HIS WIFE
are, of course, voting mem,bers of the
congregation.
(Just as is any layman
and *his wife.) As to the lady of the
personage, she also has the right tu
her opinion and vote.” “Quite often,
howener, it may be wise and for the
good ob the church if she does not
take too promin.ent a part in deciding
questions in which there is no moral
issue involved.”
It is of course well known that in
the American
Lutheran
Church circles Woman Suffrage is routine practice. Here too the A.L.C. simply ignores the injunctions
of Holy Writ
on t.his question,
where God has
spoken clearly om woman’s place in
His Church. (Cf. Gen. 3:16; I Cor.
11:9; I Tim. 2:11-14; Acts 18: 2, 24,
26 refers to private conduct; P Car.
14:34, 35; I Pet. 5 :5.) We acknowledge the sta.tas of women as Christians fully, as does Scripture in such
passages as Gal. 3:26-28; Col. 3:ll;
I Cor. 3:21b, but we must abide by
the injunctions of the Lord whenever
it comes to practices which involve
clear statements of Scripture. Wherever God has spoken there simply
CANNOT
be a ,wholesome latitude
of opinion anywhere. Such teaching
would be a teaching
of rebellion
against the will of Almighty
God. No
man or w0ma.n claiming personal salvation through the grace of God in
Christ Jesus can desire anything else
than positive a:nd complete and willing obedience to ETVERY WORD of
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
God is still the Lord of His Church
and will NOT bless that church OF
that individual ,who defies His word.
To conclude, what does the author
wish to convey with the last words
quoted above? Woman Suffrage is in
itself a moral issue which God has already decided. As to oth,er “moral issues,” just who in the visible church
has power and .authority
to decide
them ? Anyone at all? Even church
councils and boards and conventions?
Nay! How sad when people throughout Lutheran circles are so ill advised
On the same page is printed the collect “-grant
that we, being guided
and governed by Thy commandments,
may obtain Thy gracious promises.”
Let us indeed abide by the clearly revealed will of Christ.
-

“Progress”Towicrrd What?
On page 9 of the July, IO, 1954,
“Lutheran Standard” (A.L.C.),
appears one of those conventional groups of three people, of
whom one is handing an award
to another and a third looking on
admiringly at the cheerful occasion. Under the picture we read
the following : “John W. B.oehne,
Jr., former <Congressman from
Indiana (center), was presented
with the Lutheran of the Year
award during the ninth. annual
convention of the National Federation of Lutheran Clubs in
Washington, D.C. Shown with
him are Frederick L. W. Moehle
of Baltimore, Md., new president of the federation ; and Miss
Doris Rau, 16, of Cincinnati,
Ohio, who received the first
prize of $500 for the best essay
on youth’s role in the Lutheran
Church. Mr. Boehne was especially commended for his ‘progressive spirit’ in the work of
the Lutheran Church-Missouri
Synod. He has been a member of
the denomination’s Board of Dir,ectors for 15 years.” The only
comment required is contained
in our caption.
W. H. M.
A STEWARDSHIP LESSON :
“The omission of one letter from
“friend” makes it into “fiend,”
and the omission of systematic,
proportionate, and regular giving changes money from friend
to fiend.“W-Ex.
* * *
Many people have lit.tle of this
world’s goods because they do not
know, or even care in some instances,
about proper ways and means of
handling that which they have.
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NEWS
.. .

ln a recent Lutheran
WITNESS
article
we read
somet,h.ing
that
sou’nds very good, to wit: “Let Bible
truths be discussed, and not only in
Bible classes, but also in voters’ meetings, ladies’ aid, and young people’s
groups. Such activity can be a salumeans
tary
of
deepening
and
strengthening
spiritual
life.”
One
:good look at the Missouri Synod Pastoral Conference programs will indicate to what extent they as pastors
are a.ttending ot the real issues and
problems of the day. And even if t,he
pastor and people of a given parish
do study doctrinal matters, do they
also study the public confessions of
their church body, as e.g. the “Common Confession” to note how two di.fferent kinds of doctrine are being
taught within their own church body?
*

*

*

In New Jersey there is reported to
be a “joint resettlement
program of
the National
Lutheran
Council and
the Lutheran Church-Missouri
Synod
-to use p’aid workers as well as volunteers to interpret
the needs of
refugees and the opportunities
to
sponsor them under the new Refugee
Act.” (Luth. Broth. BOND).
* * **
The recent LUTHERAN
(ULCA)
reports on the recent Synodical ConEerence meeting that tihe Wisconsin
Synod accuses iMissouri of causing a
break in relations
with Wisconsin.
They further
report the f’acts that
Wisconsin ..specifically --“rejects .-the
‘Common .-Confe&on’,
..a .-doctrinal
agreement
(?) APPROVED
by the
Missouri Synod and the A,L.C., and
accuses Missouri of ‘unionistic
practices,’ disapproves of Missouri’s
cooperation
with the Boy Scouts (of
America)
and t’he chaplaincy
service.” At Detroit the meeting was “adagreement
journed”
without
any
in
order
that
its
ruling
reached-“
council might attempt TO EFFE.CT
A COMPROMISE
and thus save the
82-year-old organization
from breakis the LUing up.” - Interesting
THERA.N’s observance of the failure
this time of Dr. J. W. Behnken’s usual
‘“emotional appeal” to bring about a’
desired agreement.”
-

It is quite clear that Missouri
officials are doing “everything
they can to stop this unionism.”
It just increases at will.
“Lutherans in the Nation’s
capital have a fine spirit of cooperation among themselves a&
TOSSthe boundaries of the four
groups, and also are not uncooperative with other ProtesLutheran Pastoral
tants.-The
Association
membership
includes all the pastors o.f all four
groups. An A.L.C. pastor is the
present president. The Lutheran
Inner Mission Society has a
Missouri Lutheran layman as
president. All four groups are
represented on the Board of
Directors. The Executive Director is a U.L.C.A. pastor. In addition to supporting the Inner Mission Society, the Missouri Lutherans also support a full time
chaplain-at-large ministering in
the various hospitals and penal
institutions.-The
Lutheran laymen’s fellowship is comprised of
men from ,a11four groups.” (The
fourth could be the Augustana
Synod). (Luth Broth. BOND)
* * *
The Tampa TRIBUNE reported some time ago that the Rev.
John Dickson heads the Ministers Group there, the vice-president being a Missouri man, Rev.
Hy Wolter. Mr. Dickson is pastor of the First Presbyterian
Church. The Superintendent of
City Missions, a Baptist, serves
as the secretary. The treasurer
is a Methodist. Mr. Dickson SUCceeds ,Capt. J. D. Needham of
the Salv&ion Army. Mr. Dick;
son is also reported to be a meni;ber of the Kiwanis Club, the
Torch Club, etc.’
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Dr. J. A. Aasgaard, retiring president, of the ELC (Norwegian
Merger), was recently honored by the
Lutheran Brotherhood at a dinner in
Minneapolis, with the Rev. Dr. A. R.
Kretzmann
of Chicago the featured
speaker praising the retiring clergyman. as follows: “His leadership was
a. blessing and a glory and an inspiration to all of us.” It would be
most enlightening
to know just in
what way Dr. Aasgaard was an aspiration and a glory and a blessing
to the Lutheran Church-Missouri
Synod, which church body Mr. Kretzmann represented,-or
did he perhaps
speak only for himself ? A rather
concentrated
study of the program
and activities
of the ELC and also
its retiring president would not merit
such praise in our sight. People who
are interested in purity of doctrine
and sound Scriptural
practice at all
times and in all places cannot agree
wit.h the above.

In a recent’isbue*of this paper
we- stated that the Norwegian
Synod (also a member of the
S y n o d i c a 1 Conference) had
drawn up a good’Memoria1 for
&ction by the Convention or else.
We await the “Or else” to happen. Strange indeed is the constant silence of the Slovak Synod concerning the “Common
Confession” and other matters
of .difference between the constituent bodies. Just where do
they stand on the issues -involved? Yes, some bodies and
groups within those bodies of
the Synodical Conference do lots
of talking and do nothing. Others just sit on the side-lines and
watch to see who will be the
winner, evidently little or not at
all concerned about the doctrinal
issues involved.
Someone Thai *said that a
Christian’s eyes never see so
clearly as when they are washed
with tears. But Jesus says
“Take My yoke upon thee.” He
will see us through, always!
-

Disaster Struck
According
to the
LUTHERAN
WITNESS
!(August 31, ‘54), in the
report of President J. W. Behnken,
it is again forcefully
enough stated
that the Lutheran
Church-Missouri
Synod DID ADOPT
the “Common
Confession” in 1950 at its Milwaukee
convention.
That statement
should
once and for all stop the continued
propaganda
by members, including
clergy, of said church body that the
C.C. has never been adopted.
However, the article contains some
astounding statements, “A floor corn:
mittee consisting
of representatives
from EACH of the constituent Synods
of the Synodical ,Conference, devoted
hours-and
finally (after revisions to
satisfy objections to the first draft)
-ALL
MEMB,ERS of the ,committee
were FULLY
AGR.EED and whole;
heartedly
sang ‘Praise
God, from
whom all blessings flow’ “-and
here
(Please read it
is the resolution:
carefully as quoted by the WITNE’SS,:;
“Be it resolved that this convention
of the Synodical Conference assembled in East Detroit, August, 1954,
respectfully
petition
the Lutheran
Church-,Missouri
Synod not to use the
COMMON
CONFESSION
as a settlement of the past differences with
the American Lutheran Church, with
the understanding,
however, that the
Lutheran
Church-Mi.ssourd
Synod. in
its doctrinal presentation. relative ta
the Common C’onfeksioti, Part I; h@
clearly shown ‘that it Xas retaitied itq
his’toric
orthodlox,
Scriptural
poSi7
t&m..“-.“ Up to the time of adj.ourn:
b e e.n
had
ment
no agreement
(This failure),
said Dr.
reached.”
Behnken,
is “sad beyond words.”
“But let us not consider the matter
hopeless-in
the mean time there
are several things which we must
bear in ‘mind and put into practice’;‘*
(then listing
vari,ous items)
“-5)
We should pray that our Synodie+
Conference -may continue, and our
fellowship
in this conservative
and
orthodox body may be strengthened
to God’s glory-“.
Imagine-ALL
members
of the
members
of the &NorCommittee,
wegian and Wisconsin Synods on the
committee,
agreeing to such an abominable
resolution
in the face of
their own resolutions previously sub;
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mitted to the same convention.
And
for Pres. Behnken to call the ,Synodical Conference an orthodox
body!
We loudly disagree and remind him
that a body is recognized by its parts,
and since Missouri is a heterodox body
so is every other church body which
continues in fellowship with her, persisting in her errors and becoming
a partaker of them. The Wisconsin,
Norwegian and Slovak Synods of the
$ynodical Conference, as of the present moment, are showing themselves
in agreement with Missouri by their
refusal to seaparate from Missouri.
They are certainly not in a state of
confession.
This should be apparent
tr> them.
* * *

Go Forward!
Ex.

The Lord Himself shall fight for you

‘DO I, with proper reverence,
always distinguish between any
ordinary meal and the banquet
of His Grace, in which I truly,
in, with, and under the bread
and wine, receive the body and
the blood of my ISavior as a seal
of the forgiveness of my sins?”
-From “This do ye Often.”
* * *
“Co-operatio,n
(with sister churches) frequently involves the delegation
of authority from the local church to
boards, committees, and other ‘agenties which have been estallslished to
achieve the ,goals th.at have been
adopted voluntarily
:by the churches.
In the exercise of this delegated authority the local affairs of the church
must be pr.otected from outside interference.“-The

Watchman
* * *

14:14~15

Ex’aminer.

And you shall hold your peace!
Then let not doubt possess your hearts
Nor let your fears increase;
For though the foes arise in might
Advantages to gain,

The vict’ry still belongs to us,
Their boasting is in vain.
We cry to Him, our God and Lord,
To help us and to shield,
To teach our arms to hurl the lance,
Our hands the bow to wield.
He hears our cry, comes to our aid
With His almighty arm
And, in the midst of storm and strife,
Keeps us from grief and harm.
That we go forward is His charge
When hands would sink with fear.
When we despair to wield the sword

Nor swing the lusty spear.

True Christian giving begins
with the giving of self, heart,
soul, and mind. Then comes the
giving ,of wealth. ,Conversion
means I and mine belong to Him
who “created me anew in Christ
Jesus unto good works.”

We dare not shrink nor think of flight
When He stands by our side,
When we in Him and in His strength
Courageously abide.

Go forward then in Jesus’ name,
All you who are His own,
To whom Ifk, as His promise reads,
His love and grace has shown;
Within ,the vineyard of the Lord
His work waits to be done:

FEARS
TRUTH
BUT
NOTHING
CONCEALMENT

SO

Your Subscrip,tion expires in the
month designated with your address.

let us work while it is day

Until
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our goal is won.

P. E. K.

THE WORLD COUNCIL
OF CHURCHES

Bo,ok Reviews

One church periodical
after another comes
with
article
upon
article
literally
praising
the WCC to the skies as though it were essential
to the progress
and continuation
of
the Church.
Constantly
we note the failure
first of all properly
to distinguish
the INVISIBLE Church
which
is the true
Bride
of
Christ and the VISIBLE
churches
which
so
often corrupt His Word with man-made
dsoctrines.
The advantage
which would be ours as a
member
or in affiliation
with the WCC is
stated in one word: NONE. The disadvantages, especially
from the confessional
standpoint, are very great and to be avoided
by
every true Lutheran.
Regardl.ss
of so many favorable
impressions
recommendxrtrons
coming
from
within
Lutheran
circles and regardiless
of the
fact that many Lutherans
hold mjembership
in the WCC, such is a betrayal
of Luther’s
principles
and of course Scriptural
precepts.
But the question
arises: Why, then, are so
many
Lutherans
interested
in joining
the
WCC? Why are those who do not join much
frowned
upon? Why are some still outside
the WCC on the defensive but yet offensively
carrying
on a fight to become part and parcel of something
which
has not yet proved
to be of any ,advantage
at all when it
comes to carrying
the banner
of TRUTH to
comfort terrified
sinners with the saving Gospie of Justification
by grace through
faith
alone in Jesus Christ
the only-begotten
of
the Father from eternity,
very God and true
man? The WCC has not yet brought
about
any unity in doctrin’e and, practice and never
will.
The AMERICAN
LUTHERAN
(MO. Synod)
speaks very well of the program of the WCC
and praises the activities
of false Lutherans
in the part they have already
played to develop the WCC. The LUTHERAN
STANDARD
(A.L.C.)
gives an abundance
of space to present the program
in ,as much detail #as possible and seeks to substantiate
the aims and
nurnoses
of the WCC without
anv reference
io the
negative
aspects.
especially
of a
doctrinal
nature. The LUTHERAN HERALD has
done its share to cdve f,avorable
aublicitv
to
the Evanston
assembly,
allowing
much piopaganda
to exude through
its pages
toward
eventual
membership
for the E.L.C.
Strange
indeed
is the fact that so many
so-called
Lutherans
must follow
the crowd,
that they simply cannot bear the stigma of
bein$g outside.
Whoever
thinks
that a true
$;kz;;n,,
can become
a. part of the WCC
compromuung
erther themselves
o,r
their confessional
position”
just fools himself.
Whoever
thinks that he or his church body
ought to get into the program of the WCC to
take advantage
of the “opportunity
(unparalleled,
they say) to bear witness to Christian truth in all its varied aspects”
just has
not begun to study Scripture
or Church History. By putting
a good apple into a bushel
of rotten apples you cannot transform
all the
bad apples and make them whole.
On the
other
hand,
“A little
leaven
leavens
the
whole lump.”
What is said about the WCC also applies
to the NLC (National
Lutheran Council) which
is a part of the WCC. WeI also include
the
LWF (Lutheran
World Federation).
They are
all alike. God preserve
us from ever failing
of Satan
to see each and every temptation
whereby
he would
cause us to shame the
name of our Redeemer!
-

Tracts 9 and 10 of the Wisconsin
Synod series “Continuing
in His Word.”
Tract No. 9, on “Antichrist,”
is well written. It takes its position
clearly
on Scripture
and the Lutheran
Confessions
without
hedging, holding
the tenet that the Po,pe is the
Antichrist
to be a d,octrine “clearly
d,efineci
in Scripture,”
as do the Smalcald
Articles
and the “Brief
Statement,”
and correctly
finding
that the “Common
Confession”
does
not state that this is an article of faith. Further evidence that the Lutheran
Confessional
position
on the Antichrist
is no longer PUBLICA DOCTRINA in the Missouri Synod co‘uld
have been adduced
from the ACDP Report
(Report of the Advisory
Committee
on Doctrine and practice,)
but this is not done.
Tract No. 10. on “Prayer
Fellowship,”
is
disappointing.
It does not satisfy, in the first
place, becaus.e it lacks just that which has
been particularly
commended
in reviews
of
previous
tracts of this series appearing
in
earlier issues of our ORTHODOX
LUTHERAN.
It does not come to grips with the antithesisIt argues that the Missouri
Synod, which is
assumed to be orthodox
and to have ‘a right
purpose in its “sincere
desire for unity”
with
the A.L.C., should not pray with the representatives
of that church
body because
of
the lack of a common doctrinal
ground
to
justify such joint prayer. But it does not indicate that this is just what the Missouri Synod
doing,
has for some time been persistently
and that hence it is not .an orthodox
but a
unionistic
body.
The controversial
question,
of
the
unscrintural
distinction
betweem
“prayer
fellowship”
and “joint
prayer”.
Es
not dealt with.
% the first half of this tract we find a
rather good positive
treatment
of the Scriptural principles
governing
prayer fellowship,
including
ihe Correct
statement
regarding
Christi~ans whose confession
of faith is not in
harmony with God’s Word: “We ~connbt gather publicly
and pray WITH them, although
we should certainly
pray FOR them if their
doctrine
is n?) pure and their practice,is
not
~e~~;~;asum~er
(emphases
ours). But<.;,;:
the
sub-headmg
stances Vary,
Principles
Don’t,”
the &inciples previously
announced
mare confused
by
the intrusion
of discussions
in casuistry,
which
do not belong in a tract which pro
fesses to discuss confessional
principles
now
in controversy.
They have no definite bearing
on the point at issue in Wisconsin’s
controand we cannot
agree
versy with Missouri:
with the author’s
conclusion
that “these concrete examples
will not represent
a policy
The statenrent
is even made
of exceptions.”
may be more occaon pa&e 7 that “there
sions where Braver toaether
with other Luthrean Christians- ,or even with Christians
of
other denominations
is indicated,“-and
this
is then followeld
by an enumeration
of ex-.
and
emergencies.
circumstances
ceptional
Either
th.e writer
has forgotten
the correct
distinction
between’ praying
“together
with”
and praying
“for”
those not in confessional
unity, which we have quoted above, or else
these exceptional
circumstances
are supposed
to cancel out the principle.
We often wonder
whv the thouaht
of spiritual
helpfulness
in
oeril and imminent
death seems to connect
itself
with
joining
the sufferer
in prayer,
rather
than with the application
of Gospel
which
latter
would
be, far more
promises,
pertinent
to the situation.
And we wonder
why this whole
discussion
was introduced
here. Is this pertinent
to the point of controversy between Wisconsin
and Missouri? _... ....
....The real reason why this tract. issued .by
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the Conference
of Presidents
of the Wisconsin Synod,
proves
so unsatisfactory
is no
doubt the fact that it could not measure up
to the demands of the situation
without
taking issue with the position of President Oscar
J. Naumann.
who, in a letter to inquirers
in
his own synod. holds that no one is to be
condemned
for praying
with the Missourians,
whiIe those who feel in conscience
bound to
avoid such demorrstrations
of fellowship
are
warned “that they may from the outset cow
pletely
upset the meeting
and forfeit a considerable
chance
of accomplishing
something.”
In other words, a correct presentation
of the subject of this Tract Number 10, with
the required
antithesis,
would be in conflict
with the officially
encouraged
practice of the
Wisconsin
Synod ,as charted
by its special
convention
in October of last year.
W. H. M.
Grote, Robert. Beware of the R.S.V. and the
Interpreter’s
Bible!
Here we have the second edition of Pastor
Grote’s (Oakland.
Iowa) criticism
of the National
Council’s
Bible, which
has, by virtue
of a clever advertising
campaign,
had such
a tremendous
sale and has even become the
official
translation
of some Lutheran
bodies
in America.
Pastor Grote has therefore
rendered a real service
to all lovers
of the
truth in offering his fearless and unequivocal
analysis of the dangerous
version. Every true
Lutheran will do well in procuring
a copy of
this mimeographed
material
and spreading
it
among friends and acquaintances.
P. E. K.

in this case it was not love’s labor lost. For
here we have an authentic
pictorial
history
of the Norwegian
Synod. presenting
the congregations
in Iowa. in Minnesota.
in Wisconsin, in other states: then also its foreign
workers,
Bethany
Lutheran
College.
and the
Kasota Valley
Home. The pictures
presented
‘show the condition
of the various
parishes,
of the college,
and of the Home as of the
end of 1953, and. every item is accompanied
by a short description
giving historical
d,ata
in a nutshell.
It is remarkable
that the compiler was able to furnish
the book. of such
excellent
quality.
for so low a price. It is a
history
which
should
find its place in the
collection
of every lover of the Lutheran Zion.
P. E. K.
The Religious
Bodies of America.
By F. E.
Mayer. XIII plus 587 pages, 7 x 9*/s in., beautlfully
bound.
Concordia
Publishrng
House,
St. Louis, MO. Price $8.50. This book is already r&her extensively
advertised.
but does
not serve as a successor
to the POPULAR
SYMBOLICS
which
is now
out of print.
Though
this new book does give a rather
excellent
overview
and study of the many
sects it lacks the one thing which
it ought
to have, a good, comprehensive,
sound present&ion
of Lutheranism.
People who would
ascertain
the true and proper evaluation
of
Lutheranism
will
not obtain
the same by
purchasing
this book. For a very comprehensive review and criticisms
we would
advise such who contemplate
purchasing
the
same to obt,ain the August
copy
of the
ORTHODOX
LUTHERAN THEOLOGIAN.
Highland Station, Box 2604. Minneapolis
11. Minn.

YAALAHN.
By Gustav
Harders.
Trsl. by
H. C. Kirst. ,289 Pages, 51/z x,83/4 in. Northre+$n2
[;bhshmg
House, Mrlwaukee,
Wm.
n:
. .
....Pastor Gustav Harders was for many years
a missionary
of the Wisconsin
Synod ,among
the Apaches
of Arizona,
during
which
time
he became
intimately
acquainted
with the
Indians and their habits. We read the original
story several times and were always
deeply
moved by the author’s
sympathetic
presentation of life on the great Arizona
plains and
the towering
Arizona
mountains.
The story
deals with ,a young Indian who was suffering
with tuberculosis
even while he was deeply
in love with an Indian maiden. The story tells
how the two young people found a way to
get married,
how the missionary
instructed
them in the truths of the Christian
religion.
The last chapters
describe
the coming of a
little baby, which was immediately
baptized,
shortly
before the young
father died of the
terrible
scourge
of the natives,
tuberculosis.
The young
mother
followed
him in just a
short time, dying in the faith of a staunch
Christian.
We recommend
this book very
highly.
It did not suffer by its being translated into English.
The recrdinq of the book
will prove not only a very profitable
pastime,
but will probably
also stir up interest in the
work among heathen everywhere,
as well as
in such endeavors
in our own country.
It
should prove an excellent
gift for Christmas.
May its purchasers
and readers be many!
P. E. K.
After On-e Hundred Years. (1853. Norwegian
Synod.
1953.) A Pictorial
History
Compile-d
and Photographed
by Iver C. Johnson. Order
from the author
at Lake Mills, Iowa. Price:
$3.00, postpaid.
The first thought
that came to the reviewer’s mind when he saw this book was: “What
a prodigious
amount of love’s labor!”
And
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