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Can A Person Have
Faith and Yet Refuse to
Confaess It Before Men?
It is a common opinion that a person must not noise his religious convictions about. But, in reply to this
opinion, we must answer that Christians are strictly
bound by God to
make a profession of their faith beOur Lord exhorts
US,
fore men.
through the Apostle
Peter, to “be
rea.dy to give an answer to every
man that asketh you a reason of
the hope that is in you with meek(I Pet. 3:X).
In
ness and fear.”
the light of this clear passage, no
one can deny that it is vitally necessary for us Christians,
in accordance with the Word and Will of God,
to make a clear and forthright
confession of our faith-whether
such
a confession brings us friends
or
or
hardship,
enemies,
well-being
honor ,or disgrace.
Yes, God Himself commands it! And our confession must not only embrace one or
two things contained in the Bible.
It must be a confession which phrases
itself after this manner: “It is written, and whatever is written
in the
Sricpt,ures, I believe, and whatever is
cont,rary to that Word of God, I reje,ct.” Never f!orget that it is your
bounden duty to God to confess your
faith, to “be ready always to give
an answer to every man that asketh
you a reason of the hope that is in
you.” If we do not do this, or if we
intend to remain silent in regard to
our faith, we deny our God and disobey His command. David exclaimed:
“I believed, therefore have I spoken.”
The Apo:st.les, before the high council
of the Jews, when they were comman,ded not to speak at all nor teach
in the name of Jesus, declared:
“Whether it be right in the sight of
God to hearken unt.0 you more than
unto God, judge ye. For we cannot
help but speak the things which we
have seen and heard.”
And such a
confession is to be made by us “with
meekness and fear,” not with personal tbitterness
or malice in our
hearts, but with holy reverence, awe,
and respect for the Word of God and
for the honor of our Lord. If you
claim to have f,aith and yet refuse
to confess it before men, it is certain
that your claim is a falsehood and
that you really have no faith at all.
-

The Word of God expressly tells
us that the last days perilous times
shall ,come; there shall come a general falling
away
and departing
fro mthe faith; many will not endure
sound doctrine but will rather give
heed to seducing spirits and doctrines
of devils.
Jesus, Himself,
tells us
that there shall ‘arise false prophets
and false chri,sts, and shall show
great signs and wonders; insomuch
that, if it were possible, they shall
deceive the very elect.”
The chief
purpose of such false prophets is to
cause doubts to arise in our hearts
concerning the Word of God and to
lead us away from the Trut.h either
in part or entirely.
We, as true Lutherans, know and are sure that, by
God’s grace, we have the pure Word
of God and the true Sacraments of
our Lord. We must, therefore, openly
confess before men our firm conviction, reject .a11 false training,
and
refuse the hand of fellowship
to
everyone who does not accept our
faith, which is base.d ,only and entirely on the Word of God, or who upholds and defen.ds false doctrine. Yes,
we must “be ready always to give
an answer to every man that asketh
(us) a reason of the hope that is in
(us) with meekne.ss and fear.”
-B.

WHAT MUST WE DO?
In view of all the bIasphemy,
in
view of the desecration
of God’s holy
name by those who teach and live
otherwise
than God’s Word teaches,
and in view of the unionism
and the
teaching
and toleration
of error in doctrine and practice
which is so prevalent in this day and age, and which
is constantly
going
on about
uswhat can we do? WHAT MUST WE
WE DO? In Hebrews
10:23, we read:
“Let us hold fast the profession
of
our faith without
wavering.”
That is
God’s clear command to us. We dare
not sacrifice
one particle
of
God’s
Word, for, by doing so, we would deny
it all and bring ourselves
under the
,penaIty of HELL. We must rather be
abie to say as did Luther before the
great and mighty of this worId, before
Emperor
Charles
V and the imperial
diet at Worms: -“Unless I am convicted
147 -

.x&f,.eqor by clear testimonieg., ,tif Scriphire. . . . I cannot and will .‘ndt re.do
t*act. . . . Here I standi I; can&t
God he&. me.!’
That is
othetiise.
&hat it means to hold .fast the profes@on of our faith” without .wavering.
InAead
of sacrificilig
axif’ part of our
faith,
we must r,ather fight it, fight
earnestly
and valiantly
until our’ dying

day. Thus, God says in: His Word:
“I exhort you that ye should earnestIy
CONTEND for the faith, once delivered
iq the Saints,” Jude 3, and in the Book
&f Revelation, we hear the words of
ktir Savior: “Hold that fast which thou
Last, that no man take thy crown.”
(Rev.

The Gospel. for the
15th Sun. after Trinity

391).

Matthew 6~24-34

B.
Another case i.n point demonstrating that there ar’e still a few people
interested
in preserving
complete
SEPARATION
OF CHURCH
AND
STATE-we
find reported from Pittsburgh, Pa., where a group of citizens
“won a lega victory vs. the Roman
Catholic church for . deceptively
obtaining and using State Aid for their
private orphanage% numbering eight,
for which they received about $200,.
000.00. One Baptist and one Methodist orphanage
were al80 involved.
-yaw the case is naturally
being appealed.
When we comfort one another, let
.us comfort with the Living Truth.

Let each day’s worries

be its own

And for the morrow take no thought;
Let all your fears and all your needs
Before the throne of grace be brought.
Be not concerned about your life,
What you shall eat, what you shall
drink;
Your heav’nly Fathkr will provide
Far more than you can ever think.
Behold the birds that fly above:
They do not till the soil or sow,
And yet your Father cares for them,
From Him the richest blessings flow.
And

why should you give anxious
thought
To raiment and to splendid clothes
When ev’ry lily of the field
By God’s almighty gleasings grows?

“A spiritual mind has something of
the nature ,of the sensitive plant: a
holy shrinking
from rthe touch of
evil.” - Rich. Cecil.
“I shall pass through thjis world but
once.
Any good thing, therefore, that I can
do or any kindness that I can show
any human being,
Let me do it now.
But let me not defer or neglect it;
For I shall not pass ‘this way again.”
-%ephen
Grellet

(Articles

unsigned -

Oh let us first the
Which for us fully
And learn that from
Our gracious Lord

If we seek first His righteousness,
The Savior’s grace and glorious dress,
Then we throughout
eternity
His mercy and His name will bless.

P.E.K.

by 0. G. S.)
-

Kingdom seek
is prepared
eternity
for us has cared.
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The Spiritual Life of the Christian
Beginning

a Series

of Lectures-Dr.

Conclusion

of First

Here we should like to present also
a few quotations
from
Luther
in
which he expresses himself concerning ,spiritual life in so far as it is
faith in Christ.
In explanation
of
Ephesians
3:1’7-“That
Christ may
dwell in your hearts by faith”-Luther writes : “The Holy Ghost brings
Christ into the heart, teaches it to
know Him, sets it aflame, and makes
it bold through faith in him. ‘Christ
dwelling in the heart’ is nothing else
than to know Christ, who He is and
what one should look for in Him,
namely,
that
He is our Savior
through whom we have come to where
we may call God our Father and
through Him receive the Spirit, who
gives us courage in the face of all
evil . . . Paul here wants to say that
Christ shou?d be so powerful in the
heart that He will effect what the
Word itself says, that we may be
redeemed from sin and death and be
confident of His grace and eternal
life. When the heart feels thus, it
is impossible that it should not become bold and courageous against the
terrors of Satan and thi.s world. But
whoever does not yet feel thus, is advised what to do, namely, to pray to
God and to let intercession be made
unto
Him
for
such faith
and
strength.”
(St. Louis Edition,
XII,
885.)
The true character of a Christian,
and therefore of spiritual
life, is described ‘by Luther when he comments
on Genesis 49:11,12 as follows: “That
is a Christian
who always, when
sleeping or w’aking, standing or moving, at any given moment has this
conviction in his heart that he says:
I believe in God the Father of our
Lord Jesus Christ, wh,o she.d His
blood for me for the forgiveness
of
sins. He believes that steadfastly,
without ceasing, and he could not and
would not be a Christian
if he did
not believe thus every moment.”
(IIJ997.)
To have Christ, who is our
-

Fr.

Pieper

Lecture

life, dwelling in our hearts by faith,
that is spiritual life.
Let us also examine a longer pasLuther’s
exposition
of
sage. from
Genesis (II, 1989 ff.), where he forcefully ,describes spiritual
life accord-,
ing to its power and effect. Luther,
explains .the words: “Binding his foal,
unto the vine, and his ass’s colt unto,
He.
the choice vine” .(Genesis 49:ll).
interprets
these words to mean that.
here it is shown how the members
of the Christian
church are filled.
with the Holy Ghast and thereby are
in spiritual life. He proceeds first to.
describe this spiritual
life according,
to its power and then trace.s it back
to its source. He writes: “As the holy
martyrs, and the holy young women,
Agatha,
Lucia,
and many others,
being bound to the vine, regarded
death as a pleasant thing and sin and.
hell as nothing. Since they were most
assuredly certain of -the forgiveness
of sins and of eternal lif,e, as well as
of the good and gracious will of their
heavenly Father, they were fearless
and happy in the midst of death.”
Yes, this is something found only
among those who have spiritual
life,
namely, the conquering of death and
of the terrors of hell. Death in itself
is something extremely terrible; it is
truly the king of terrors. The whole
world trembles at death and is continually
concerned to avoid it. That
is why physicians have such a good
business. The world fears death as
the greatest evil. But it is different
in the case of a Christian, in whom
there is spiritual
life. To them the
king of terror becomes an angel, a
messenger from heaven. He in whom
there is spiritual
life knows that
death leads him into blessed eternal:
life. But he who has no spiritual life
cannot overcome death, rather,
he
must despair in the face of death.’
There has never been a human being.
who did not naturally lose all courage
at the prospect of death. Do not let’
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yourself
be fooled and think
that
“even occasionally ‘an unbeliever dies
without
outward
lamentations.”
He
may be seemingly calm and resigned,
but this is all deception. In the heart
there is most certainly despair. The
non-Christian
has no hope in the face
of death.
Thus it is also with the terrors
of sin or of hell. And that is something utterly terrible. And these terrors rule also over those unbelievers
who venture to say with their mouth:
“There is no sin, no guilt of sin, no
hell.” But as surely as they still have
a conscience-and
no’ one can completely kill his conscience-so
surely
do they have a !guilty conscience on
account of their sin. They know that
a Judge awaits them who will condemn them. They may say to themselves all they please, that these
thoughts
are nothing;
they can let
other people tell them the same.thing;
but the guilty conscience and the terrors of hell remain. Only he has conquered the terrors of hell who has
spiritual
life.
Why?
Because he
that
#Christ, his
knows
Savior,
through His substitutionary
life, suffering, and death has redeemed him
from hell.
Luther continues: “They also say
concerning Vincent, the distinguished
martyr that he was first beaten with
clubs, then tortured on the rack and
forced to walk with bare feet over
glowing
hot seals, only to declare
that this was like walking on a bed
of roses. Thus he derided the terrible
torture, scoffed at the glowing coal,s,
and regarded the hot iron as a playful joke. AI1 this demonstrates
the
great richness of the promise concerning
Shiloh.”
Truly,
as Luther
often says, the Christian is a marvel.
In Christians
the power of God is
revealed. The Son of God has in Himself and through Himself
conquered
hell and death, and once a man has
embraced the Son of God in faith as
his personal Savior, then in faith he
does that which Christ did once for
all: the Christian then also conquers
hell and death.
-

The Christian
seems to be overcome in death. Body and soul are
separated. The body in the grave becomes a playground for worms, as we
.sing i.n a hymn. And yet the Christian triumphs
in the midst of such
seeming defeat. Just in such manner
he enters into blessed eternal life; for
the body will .again come forth from
the grave in glory, like unto the
transfigured
body of Christ, and body
and soul united will then behold God
forever and drink of the river !of
pleasures forevermore.
Such is the
wonderful
experience of all here on
earth’ in whom true spiritual
life
dwells.
Through
sickness, through
death, through all kinds of outward
misfortune
they are led into eternal
life.
Luther
goes on to say: “If we
should now have to die, or if pestilence or famine or war or all the
fearful
wrath
of Satan and hell
should descend upon us, then we
should, if we believe, say: ‘I would
you, you despicable
like to __.____________.
devil, etc.’ Thus th,e Church has truly
believed and even now still exhi,bits
a spirit of great courage. For that is
truly what is meant by being drunk
with the wine of the Holy Ghost and
to speak in new tongues of the
mighty works #of God.”
Thus we can continually
test ours,elves to see whether we have spiritual life. It is good if we hold this
thought before us every day: if this
should be my last day here on earth,
if God should call me away through
a sudden death, would I be at peace
in the hour ,of death ? Or, supposing
that our dear‘ Savior would now, at
this moment, appear in th,e Judgment,
would we then be among those who
rejoice at the Savior and greet Him
as their Savior, as One who is not
coming to judge them but to take
them to eternal salvation ? As long as
we have not yet overcome the fear
of death, our spiritual
life has not
yet come into its full power within
us; yes, perhaps there is not yet any
spiritual
life within us at all. Then
it is high time that we prayed to God
to kindle spiritual
life within
us.
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True, a Christian
does not always
have an attitude
of triumph
about
him. Satan continually
attacks the
spiritual
life. The Christian’s
confidence is still mixed with doubts and
sadneas. But (confidence and joy alway.s, again and again, gain the upper hand in the Iconflict.
We hear Luther
continue:
“And
thereunto did the prophets also look,
as in Amos 9 : 13 : ‘,And the mountains
shall drop sweet wine, and all the
hills shall melt.’ The king,dom of
Christ is indeed a precious kingdom.
If someone believes that he has a
gracious God, yes, that God is his
Father, that Christ the Son of God
has destroyed death, sin, hell, and
Satan, should he not be happy and rejoi,ce over this ? Indeed, he ,ought to
go through hills of iron and every
calamity or adversity with fearless:
ness and unconquerable courage; and
he should be certain that whatever
it may be, it all flows with pure honey, milk, and wine. But he shall then
also praise God in greate,st joy and
gratitude,
laud and magnify
His
name, as one who no longer lives a
mortal life but an eternal life.-Such
attitudes should fill th,e hearts of all
of us. For the promises in Christ
Jesus of which St. Paul speaks are
not such that they fill one’s purse
with gold or silver but fill the heart
with peace, joy, and confidence in
eternal life; as we clearly see in the
case of the apostles Peter and Paul,
and the martyrs Vincent and many
others, who di.d not let it bother them
one bit, even if Annas and Caiaphas
should rage; yes, they despised their
threats altogether, just as the angels
in heaven do .-And
we in :our day
laugh at the outrageous thund.ering
of papal Ibans directed against us. For
we believe in Shiloh and belong to the
company of those who cling to Him,
obey Him, and trust in Him. Therefore 1 am sure of this, that nlothing
can harm me but everything
must
work for my good and my salvation.”
That is spiritual
life! But Luther
also makes note of the fact that this
spiritual
life of ‘the Chri,stian is not
uncl,ouded, not all serene, but that the
-

Old Adam constantly asserts himself.
“The fact that we still tremble and
are so fearful and dismayed,” he says,
“is the fault of the weakness that
remains in us and does not come
from faith but is a remnant of the
Old Adam, who feels his sinfulness
and dreads the wra.th of God; especially in us, who under the papacy
augmented and developed this weakness in our corrupt nature through
habit and instruction,
since we were
taught
to tremble,
doubt, and flee
from Christ.”
Here Luther is saying : Already by
nature we are only too much inclined
to doubt God; we can by nature do
nothing else than doubt God. But in
the papacy they led us even deeper
into doubt. We were told not to rely
so ,confidently on the grace ,of God
in Christ. But that is a shameful denial of Christ. Christ came into the
world and shed His blood on the cross
for the very reason that we may becom,e certain of the grace of God and
salvation.
W,e should b,ec,ome sure
that through death we shall enter
eternal life. All who tea.ch Christians
to doubt the grace of God in Christ
actually, under the pretense of Christianity, teach paganism.
Luther complains that so much of
th,e papistical
leaven still remained
in him: “And it is difficult
for me,
too, to cast off and reject the doctrine of the papacy, not ,only according to the Old Man, but also ,on account of my faith’s weakness, which
still today makes me shrink from
looking to Jesus Christ.” As we behold Chri,st, all doubt concerning the
grace of God and salvation must fade
away.
Why ? Because Christ
has
earned grace and .salvation for every
sinner.
Therefore,
whoever
still
doubts his salvation does not look upon Christ in faith but still looks toward other things to make them a
basis of salvation.
“And we have indeed scarcely begun rightly to hope and to call upon
Christ as our Savior, that He would
comae and deliver us through death,
famine, or war-a
prayer which we
by no means dared to pray under the
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great Reformer. He appeared at the
diet of Worms, he wrote some of his
great classics to arouse the people
of Germany, he began his series of
tracts and books against the Swiss
reformers.
In 1524, Luther
issued his first
hymnal, which showed *hat he had
great talents also in the fields of
hymnology and music. But the year,
152’7, was a notable one in various
respects. And although he was battling with many difficulties,
such as
the illness ,of his little son, Hans,
and his own bodily infirmities
which,
in July of that year, became so severe that a few friends despaired of
his life,-in
spite of all this, however,
he bore up well and even gave evidences of his customary good humor
and the courage of his heroic faith.
On October 27, he wrote to his friend,
all the go,dless
Mel,anch,thon: “Let
fear the punishment
and Hell; ,God
will xtand by those who are His,
*
that they have the right fear of God
and ,the punishment.”
And on NOvember 1, he addressed these words
to Amsdorf : “It is a comfort which
we hold up against the furious Satan,
namely, that we at least have the
Wlord -of ,God to preserve the souls
of those who hold fast ,their faith,
Some one may .say: “Does it make
no matter how much he may devour
any particular
difference
when the
our badies. Therefore you will kindly
hymn w-as written ? We have it, we
commend us to the brthren and to
admire it, we like to sing it, and that
yourself,
that you pray for us, in
is enough for us.”
order that we bravely suffer the hand
At the same time, any one who
,of the Lord and conquer the might
loves the great hymns of our Church
and guile of Satan, whether this be
will nataurally
be interested in any
by death or by life, Amen. Wittenconnected
circumstances
parti,cular
berg, on the Day of All Saints, in the
with the writing
of ,a hymn, and we
tenth year after the foolishness
of
could name dozens of instances conindulgences has been stamped into the
cerning which we know that they
ground, in remembrance of which we
gave the writer the impetus and the
are comforted on both sides.”
subject for composing some notable
These and other expressions
of
hymn. Therefore the question: When
Luther, issued about the ,same time,
did Luther write his rn0s.t notable
have caused us to place the Iorigin
hymn?, does have some value.
of Luther’s great hymn at about the
We commonly place the beginning
time of, the tenth anniversary
of the
of the Reformation
on .October 31, historical
event of 1517.
1517, the day when Luther posted his
P.E.K.
Ninety-five
Theses on the door of the
Castle Church in Wittenberg.
During
Your Subscription
expires in the
the next years, some very important
month designated with your address.
events claimed the attention
,of the

papacy. And yet even now it is in
great weakness that I think of this
deliverance
through
the coming of
Christ and long for it-all
on account
of the scandalous and damnable doctrine of the pope.” Yes, we should
have just such confident assurance
in Christ, our Savior, that He will
take us to Himself in heaven through
anything and everything that He lets
happen to us here on earth, be it good
or bad, joy ,or sorrow, as Luther here
says.
Out of pure ,grace God has given
unto us the pure, unadulterated
teaching of the Go,spel. In that we have
the means whereby we ourselves may
attain to spiritual
life and may be
of help to others to attain it, that
they may be partakers
of spiritual
life and through the same be heirs of
eternal life.
End of First Lecture.

When Was Luther’s
Grelat Battle Hymn of
The Reformation
Written?

-
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When Luther Almost
Withdrew From
Wittenberg
When we consider the extremely
high regard in which Luther was held
by the university
authorities
and by
his fellow-citizens
in Wi.ttenberg,
it
seems somewhat strange that he, for
some years, and especially in the year
before his death, was thoroughly disgusted with conditions in his home
city, so that he was ready to resign his
position and move to the place which
he h&d bought, namely Zuelsdorf.
As early as November 10, 1539, Luther remarked in a letter to Johann
Mantel: “I am afflicted and tortured
in this horrible Sodom by the shameful ingratitude
and the terrible contempt of the blessed Word of our dear
Savior, when I see that Satan so powerfully
occupies and possesses the
hearts of those who imagine themselves to be the first and the most
prominent
in the kingdom of Christ
and of God; besides, I am afflicted
and plagued with internal afflictions
and plagues.”
The situation did not grow better
during the next years, as we see from
a letter which Luther wrote on December 5, 1544, to Jacob Probst, pastor in Bremen. A part of this letter
reads: “I am indeed inert, weary, cold,
an old m-an and useless. I have finished my course, there remains ,but
one thing, namely that the Lord will
gather me to my fathers and I be
given over to corruption
and the
worms. I have lived long enough, if it
is to be called a life. Pray for me,
that the hour of my going to the Father may please God and be salutary
for me. For the emperor and for the
entire ernpire I do not concern myself,
except that I commend them to God
in prayer. It seems to ‘me that the
world has ,come to the hour of her
departure and has waxed old like a
garment, as the. Psalm, 102:27, says,
and that she must soon be changed.
Amen.
In the case of the princes
there is no more heroic virtue, but
hatred that cannot be healed, dissen-

sion, avarice, and selfish desires. SO
also ,the community
no longer has
men, and the third chapter of Isaiah
is hastening on in full course. Therefore no good may be expected except
that the day of the glory of the great
God and of our deliverance be revealed.”
Conditions became much worse by
July, 1545, for at that time he wrote a
letter to his wife which breathes a
spirit of utter disgust and discouragement. We read: “I should be very
glad if I could arrange not to return
to Wittenberg.
My heart has ,grown
cold, so that I no longer like to be
there. I wish you would sell garden
and land, house and farm. The large
house I should like to give back to
my gracious lord, and you would do
best to settle at Zuelsdorf while I am
still alive and help you to improve
the place, wi.th the salary which I
hope my gracious lord will continue
to me for at least the closing years
of my life. After my death the four
elements will hardly endure you at
Wittenberg.
So it were better to do
while I am still alive what would have
to be done afterward anyway. Perhaps
Wittenberg, as is fitting with its present regime, will catch not St. Vitus’s
or St. John’s dance, but the beggars’
or Beelzebub’s dance. For matrons
and maidens have begun to expose
their persons in a shameless way,
while there is no one to punish and
hinder
them, and God’s Word is
mocked. Away from this Sodom! I
have heard more in the country than
I knew about Wittenberg.
I have consequently tired of the town and will
not return, ‘God helping me. . . . So I
will travel about and eat the bread of
beggars before I will martyr
and
plague my poor old remaining
days
with the disorderly doings at Wittenberg, to the sacrifice of my hard and
costly labors. If you wish, tell Dr.
Bugenhagen and Master Philip of my
determination,
and ask the former to
say farewell
to Wittenberg
in my
name, for I cannot longer endure the
anger and displeasure.”
As might be expected, this plan of
Luther caused the greatest consternation in Wittenberg.
The university
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Undoubtedly
it is true that the
altar has replaced the pulpit as to
Lutheran
import ante
in many
churches, serving as the center or
focal point of worship. But the Sacrament of the Altar is NOT th%ecenter
of or the main part of any true Lutheran s,ervice, nor is the function of
the acolyte any part of the service
itself, nor is the walking of the pastlor down th,e aisle at the head of the
choir the beginning
of the service,
nor is the kissing of the bride by the
groom any part of the wedding service.

authorities,
on August 1, addressed
an urgent letter to Elector Johann
Friedrich, in which they state, among
others : “We should like to implore
him in all humility
and for God’s
sake that he should not turn away
from us entirely, but would let this
church be commended to him, to which
God has called him and which God
has planted through him, and that he
would there have his chief dwelling
and be and remain the bishop and father of this church.”
Luther was finally pacified, and so
he returned to Wittenberg
before the
end of August9 to take up his duties
at the university.
But the feeling of
depression did not leave him ‘altogether, for late in November he closed his
lectures on Genesis with the words:
“This completes the dear book of
Genesis. Our Lord God grant that
other may do it better .after me. I
can do no more; I am weak. Pray for
me that He will give a good and
blessed end.”
Less than three months later the
great Reformer was in his grave.
P. E’. K.

Altar and Acolyte
‘I’rue indeed is the fact that a
beautiful
altar adds much to the
church building
a,nd aids eonsiderably in providing proper atmosphere
for true Christian
worship.
But tlo
claim as does the U.L.C.A. for insta%nce, in The LUTHERAN
that the
“altar is the FOCAL POINT of LUTHERAN
WORSHIP”
is definitely
out of line with Scripture
and the
Lutheran
Confessions and with the
very essence of Christian
worship.
Even though during days elf persecution when Christians fled to the catacrombs, they frequently
partook
of
the Lord’s Supper, it did not b.esome
the focal point of Christian worship
(Cf, Lutheran BEACO,N).
The Apolof the Augsburg
Confession
WY
warns against
the misuse of the
altar, traditi%ons, etc., in Art. XV.
Paul warns against the same misuse
in Col. 2 :23, calling traditions a show
of rightmusness.
-

If we shaJ1 keep the Word of God
in i,ts rightful
place and mak’e sure
that everything
in the service aims
to center the attention of the worthat
everlasting
shippers
upon
TRUTH, then all these other things
shall be properly regulated and nothing to detract the individual
from
the main purpiose of entering
the
church will be allowed.
After
all,
for what does a Christian
go to
church except to hear the Lord speak
and bless us? If only ev,ery church
and its pastor would be as vitally
ooncerned a.bout preaching the PURE
and FULL Word as they seem to be
concerned abut
the length lof the
stole, the kind of wax in t.h,e candles,
and so forth.
How easy it is for
externals not only to endanger but
also to destroy the essentials, minimizing the latter into insignificance.
Church advertising
which
glorifies
the plersonality
of the pastor, the
skill and adaptibility
lof a choir under
the lea,dership of its diretaor, demonstrates the fact all too often. The
public is not to be invited to hear and
see the show, but to “reason together’: on the basis of God’s clear
Word,
to learn
about
SIN
and
GRACE, and to be SAVED by the
GOSPEL.
Dare to be brave-but

Truth

will out!

Your Subscription
expires in the
month designated with your address.
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The Christian Home
VII .
As history teaches us, the rearing
of children in the nurture and admonition of the Lord has ever been
a problem for God-fearing
parents.
Adam and Eve had Cain, the murderer of his brother Abel; Eli, the
priest, had tw’o wicked sons, Hophni
and Phinehas; of the sons of Samuel,
it is said that they walked not in his
ways, but turned aside after lucre,
and took bribes, and perverted judgment; the son of pious King Hezekiah
was the iwcked Manasseh, of whom
it is said that he did that which was
evil in the sight of the Lord, after
the abominations
of the heathen.
In these and other stories there is
an earnest lesson for both parties and
children.
For just as parents have
the solemn duty to bring up their
children in the nurture and ,admonition of the Lord, so the command of
God says, in the Fourth Commandment: “Children,
obey your parents
in the Lord, for this is right. Honor
thy father and mother; which is the
first
commandment
with
promise:
that it may be well with thee, and
thou mayest live long on the earth.”
(Eph. 6:1-3). Every child in a Christian home will do well to make these
verses a motto to be kept in mind at
all times. Luther’s excellent explanation of the Fourth Commandment is
familiar to all ,of us: “We should fear
and love God that we may not despise
our parents and masters, nor provoke
t.hem to anger; but give them honor,
serve and obey them, and hold them
in love and esteem.” Parents, masters., and all t.hose who occupy positions of honor shou!d be given that
esteem which God requires of children an.d subordinates.
In his Large
Cathechism, Luther has the following
impassages: “We must, therefore,
press it upon the young that they
should regar dtheir parents as in
God’s stead, and remember that however lowly, poor, frail,
and queer
they may be, nevertheless they are
father and mother given them by God.
They are not to be deprived of their
-

honor because of their conduct or
their feelings. Therefore we are not
to regard their persons, how they may
be, but the will of God who has
thus created and ordained. . . . Learn,
therefore,
first what is the honor
towards parents required by this commandment, to wit, that they be held
in distinction
and esteem above all
things, as the most precious treasure
on earth. , . . Let us, therefore, learn
at last, for God’s sake, that, placing
all other things out of sight, our
youths look first to this commandment, if they wish to serve God with
truly good works, that they do what
to their
fathers
and
is pleasing
mothers, or to those to whom they
may be subject in their stead.” These
are searchin:g words, which should
be taught and impressed upon children. in the home and in school regularly, since the Lord reproves and
condemns every transgression
of the
Fourth
Commandment
with
great
The Lord says, in Holy
severity.
Writ: “A foolish man despiseth his
mother.”
(Prov. 15:20), and again:
“The eye that m*ocketh at his father,
and despiseth to ,obey his mother,
the ravens of the valley shall pick
it out, and the young eagles shall
eat it.” (Prov. 30:17), and again: “He
that wasteth his father, and chaseth
away his mother,
is a son that
and bringeth
recauseth
shame
proach.” (Prov. 19 ~25).
At the same time it should be remembered that parents are bound to
uphold their position acoording to the
Word of God, as we learned in our
last meditation, on the duties of parents in the home. Unfortunat.ely
the
education,
Dewey
philosophy
of
which is based upon the theory of
evolution, has ibeen instrumental
in
bringing
about a disregar.d of the
Lord’s
instructions
concerning
the
bringing
up of children.
The cases
of children in the Bib!e, who have
been. guilty of transgressions
of the
Fourth Commandment,
are not written to give p,aren,ts (and children) an
excuse for their sins, but to warn
them of the wrath of God upon all
those who do evil.
(Continued on next Page)
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We witnessed an example of children’s misconduct a few weeks ago
on a public bus. The vehicle was pretty well filled when a mother got on
with four children. The latter promptly t*ook seats, occupying even more
space than was needed, while the
mother looked on, somewhat sheepishly, to be sure, but without
correcting the children for their selfishness. And yet the Fourth Commandment came into the picture in this instance in a twofold way, for not only
did the children show contempt for
their mother as mother, but they had
apparently never heard of the Lord’s
word in Lev. 19 :32 : “Thou shalt rise
up before the hoary head and honor
the face of the old man.”
And if
we should go into the problem of our
schools in this connection, in order
to point out the anti-Biblical
philosophy of education which now prevails,
it would make this discussion too
long for one issue. Every parentand every teacher will do well to
study the emire expositi,on of the
Fourth
Commandment
as found in
Luther’s Large Catechism.
P.E.K.
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A REPORT ON YOUR
SEMINARY
With profound gratitude to God we
can report
at this time that the
first term of the school-year
(19541955) opened with a solemn service
on ,Sunday, September 12, and with.
classes on ,September
13.
regular
There are seven students in session
in the Seminary
and two in the
Normal Department.
The courses given in the Seminary
are Dogmatics
Pastoral
levels),
(on the various
Theology,
and Homiletics;
and, in
addition,
Exegesis
(Galatians
and
Romans) , Liturgies,
Hymnology
and
The students
in the
Heortology.
Normal
Department
have already
finished tie introductory
course in
Religion
(Knowing
the Truth),
and
Algebra,
College
now are taking
This
English,
and Physiography.
gives each of the two instructors
a
full week, but the schedule is working out very nicely.
We should like to ask every reader
to keep in mind the following
points:
1. Remember
your prayers,

our

Seminary

in

2. Be on the lookout for further
students, for we are in sore need
of more pastors in the OLC. Entrance requirements
include : Graduation from a junior college, or,
preferable, from a full college, with
a fair working knowledge of Latin
and, if possible, in beginning ,Greek.
Local pastors may well be in a
position
to assist young men to
meet our requirements.
3. Keep the needs of our library
in mind. A few dollars sent from
time to time will be greatly appreciated.
Dr. P. E. Kretzmann,
Presidetn of the OLC Seminary.

Included

The dying prayer of William Tyndale, the martyr, uttered “with a ferven.t zeal and a loud voice,” was t.his:
*‘Lord, open the King of England’s
eyes!” In due time England had and
diligently
read the Bible.

TO

LUTHERAN
Ave.

W.

Iowa

-

156 -

WHATS

WHAT?

NEWS
The O.L.C. people are not the
only ones complaining
about
procrastination
in church circles The last copy of the
I.C.C.C.‘s Christian
BEACON
very astutely mentions the real
evil which Christians must recognize in their fight for the
proper evaluation of ecclesiastical power and authority
as
vested in the local congregation.
It states the tactics of the adversaries as follows: “When you
cannot agree, you hold the people together by promising them
further negotiations and discussions. But the deep, doctrinal
cleavage in the World Council
of Churches was exposed (at
Evanston) .” That procedure is
quite well known to all Lutherans, also within the modern
Synodical Conference which “recessed” its recent convention for
the reason stated.
We also
agree with the Beacon’s statement that the W.C.C. “just do
not know what it means to say
that Christ is the Hope of t;he
This is evident from
World.”
reports and articles appearing
in the Christian
CENTURY
especially.
* * *
Why are so many people so deeply concerned about external church
union when
the purpo.se of the
Gospel is to bring about and to preserve the inner
spiritual
unity ?
Newsman ,Gabriel Courier says in the
Christian Herald that there was “disunity
over what constituted
unity
among the Christian groups.” Dr. W.
A. Visser ?t Hooft, the W.C.C.‘,s gen-

eral secretary, denies that the W.C.C.
is intending
to become a SuperChurch.
The new President
claims
that “the goal of the cooperative
efforts of all denominations
must ‘be
the unity of the Church.” The same
reporter
nicely describes the Evanston assembly in the words: “With
163 brands of ‘conscienti,ous conviction’ operating delegates-and
all the
rest of us-were
and shall continue
to be faced with the propo:sition that
either somebody was wrong or that
everybody was right.”
Why is it so difficult to observe the
Scriptural
distinction
(a clear one
indeed) between the true INVISIBLE
Church,
the One Holy
Christian
Church, the true Bride of Christ, and
the man-made
VISIBLE
churches
and organizations
where ideology and
idolatry
cause schism and disunity ?
If
Scripture
recognizes
the two
kinds of churches and sets them in
OPPOSITION
to each ,other, then
why do so-called theologians constantly seek to make them one and the
same thing ? Do we believe and teach
the revealed will of God, the Bible,
or do we not?
* * *
Jesus Christ says to His disciples:
“Ye are not of the world.”
Along
comes church leader Eivind BERGGRAV and says that the term World
means “mankind
in division,
the
church included.”
A recent rumor is verified by the
LUTHERA.N
HERALD,
which reports: “Lutheran
FREE CONFERENCE set,- in Minneapolis,
Nov. ll12. It will follow the meeting at
which the AmRrican Lutheran
Conference is DISSOLVED.
Open to all
Lutherans, the purpose of the meeting will be to discuss “OUR COMMO-N ‘GROUND A.ND OUR COMMON TASK.”
Speakers include Dr.
Rogness
(ELC),
Dr.
Re in art z
(ULCA),
Dr. Wolf (ALC), and the
R,ev. J. J. Gockel (MO. Synod). Will
they also come to agreement enough
to list the things on which they agree
to di.sagree?

News
Poltical Fascism, tyranny, persecution of the rankest kind are not only
taking place in central Europe under
Roman Catholic guidance and blessing, but most shamefully
throughout
Colombia, Veitezuela, Central America in general, and in Spain, which
terrible
thing is factually
reported
with due regularity
in magazines and
papers reaching our reading room.
What was it someone said in the
LOOK magazine about the leopard
(Rome) changing its spots in recent
years? Is it possible in t.he face of
what is seen and dune daily still to
deny that t.he p.apacy ‘*is tbe very
Antichrist”
as our Lutheran Confessions declare it to be? In defense
the Minister of the Interior
of Colombia states “Colombian
democracy
(?) rests upon foundations of Catholicism”
(Rome being meant);
but
draws a hearty laugh when h,e adds
tha.t the Colombian government “adheres to the interests
of justice.”
Facts show what constitut’es Roman
papistical justice and how Rome interprets
and applies
the Jesuistic
principle.
“The
en,d justifies
the
means,” fair or foul. The Christian
citizens of these United
States of
America are not quite as gullible as
the southern n’eighbors think we are.
* * *
We noticed
that
Vice-President
Lillegard of the Norwegian Synod delivered the opening sermon for the
Synodical Conference meeting at Detroit recently, and that the Rev. G.
.A. R. Gullixson
of the Norwegian
Synod delivered the sermon for the
Synodical
Conference
Mission Conference in Florida.
Might we dare
to hope that they delivered confessionally
sound sermons demon,strating that Christ will have only purity
of doctrine and practice in His King-

dom work, and unless the Synodical
Conference returns to the right ways
all their eff arts are in vain ?
TRUTH
FEARS
NOTHING
BUT
CONCEALMENT
-

The Norwegian
CLERGY
BULLET1.N claims “No one (at Detroit)
actually
accused the MO. Synod of
.false doctrine, but it has been stated
several times that in the areas of doetrim? which had NOT BEEN DISCUS.SED at this convention such as
the “Antichrist”
and “Prayer Fellowship” there was reason to disagree
with the stand taken by the MO.
Synod.” Seems to us that this statemen t was made by certain Missouri
officials also. But-is
it true?
* * *
A new Magazine-the
United Evangelical ACTLON (Sept. 15, ‘54) reports concerning the recent Bible Conference at Winona Lake, Indiana, that
a Dr. E. R. Bertermann
of the LUTHE.RAN F&OUR was an active participant in the program of said Bible
Conference
as a speaker, to,gether
with such others as evangelist
Dr.
Wm. Ayer of New York City, Dr.
S. N. Morris of Louisville,
famed
Temperance leader, etc.
* * *
Miami Florida (RNS) has a Presbyterian congregati,on which withdrew
from the Presbyterian
Church of the
U.S.A. (Southern)
acting according
to its constitution
(called ‘unique’)
“permitting
the church to sever relations with the denomination
on a
three-fourths
vote and stipulating
that the local church corporation will
retain
ALL
PROPERTY
RIGHTS
should such action be taken.” Previously the congregation%
pastor, the
Rev. Dr. Wm. Garrett, had already
submitted his resignation to the pre.sbytery. We note that this #action has
not been contested, that the Presbyterian
Church
(.Southern)
,of the
U.S.A. at least acknowledges the parish’s right to act according to its constitution, which is #something the supposedly conservative but very heterodox communion known as t.he MO.
Synod is not honest enough to do,
but rat,her prefers to go to court and
violate articles of incorporation,
which
are supposed to be guaranteed
at
least by the State, but are also not
considered in local disputes by State
officials, notably in Minnesota.
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It Was Ever Thus
Much thought, much talk, and much
writing
is given to the matter of
,church union in our ,day. Many plans
are made for formation
of new ,or
larger federations,
conferences, synods. Ot.her plans are being formulated to culminate in mergers and
organic unions.
But, CUI BONO?
The argument, pro and con, are many
and varied. Many have no Scriptural
basis at all. What is so often used
as an argument from Scripture, John
chapter 17, doesn’t even in the least
apply to the church union problem,
as anyone can plainly see who will
take the trouble carefully
to read
the entire chapter.
.Oh, if only the efforts spent and
money spent in countless meetings
were aimed at unification in pure doctrine, every mind and heart bowing
in humble subject.ion to the verbally
inspired
and ‘clearly revealed and
finally,
completely
revealed will of
God, the open Scriptures!
Then we
might say that active participation
in
such a program would prove to be a
~blessing to all. It is for that kind
of union based upon true unity that
that we Christians pray saying: “Hal1owe.d be Thy name.”
Unity
in doctrine, true unity of
spirit based upon clear teachings of
Scripture, agreement even in details
of doctrine, such a unity will bring
about a true union of kindred spirits
and be to the glory of God. Unfortunately most of the modern efforts
toward union ‘of churches or church
bodies, even mergers
or organic
unions, have purely
human aims,
chiefly for t,he sake of expediency.
Constantly we see the efforts based
upon the failing principle of ,cooper,ation in ext.ernals to bring about
a’greement in essentials. This is putting the cart before the horse. True
unity, which alone can bring about a
God-pleasing
union or fellowship,
is
a united stand for the truth as it
is written and a united confession or
protest, open and unwavering, against
every error, whether it be in doctrine
or practice,
correct practice
being
the evidence of the unity in doctrine.
-

For such a unity we can and should
praise God. Such unity dem,onstrates
the effective working
of the Spirit
of Truth upon the hearts and minds
of men. It may not make a big impression upon the world, but it pleases
God, and “what pleaseth God, that
pleaseth me,” says the true Christian.
The founding fathers of the Mi.ssouri Synod
(Theol.
Quart.,
‘13)
made the acute o,bservation: “Efforts
to amalgamate or federate organized
church bodies must necessarily recognize other interests
beside the
one(s) in which we all are agree ai
priori, viz .-Lutherans
agreeing that
the confessional
standards
of the
church (the B~o:ok of Concord) be
maintained
as a common norm of
doctrine and practice by all who have
adopted the denominational
designation of Lutherans.”
To be sure, there are many today,
as has always been the case, who
seek union at all hazards.
“What
renders many union movements abortive is, that the adv.ocates start out
with a statement of facts on which
they ARE ,agreed already, in fact,
never were disagreed (see the article
in this issue concerning the meeting
in Twin Cities next week). From this
pleasing
vantage point they work
forward,
by a psychological
process
that is ea.sily under.stoo.d, to generous beliefs and assumptions in regard
to the points in which they differ”if they treat >of the points of difference at all. (Cf. the complete failure
by agreement to treat points of difference when the MO. Synod and the
A.L.C. combined to write and adopt
the Common Confession).
Occasionally
some space is given
to the cry for more doctrinal unity,
but usually the advocates of unions
and mergers point to the external
advantages accruing from a possible
association
and cooperation
of resources, talents, etc. But is this Scriptural ? Indeed not! What a pity to
hear Lutherans,
.of all people, advocating
a “wholesome
latitude
in
doctrinal
mat.ters,”
$or demanding
recognition of the tenet that “certain
doctrines of ,Scripture need not be
divisive ,of fellowship.”
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We continue with ,a statement of
the fathers : “So f,ar as the cause of
Ltitheranism
is concerned, factional,
‘divisive tendencies in the Lutheran
Church must disappear the moment
the plain, literal meaning of the Confessions is understood and accepted,accepted, i.e., as ,of normative force.
Accepting the Confessions means to
us, not expregsing
favorable
sentiments about them, or voicing admiration for their historical dignity, their
lucid style, or cordial tenor, etc., but
to declare oneself willing
and ready
to be guided in teaching (doctrine)
and practice by what the Confessions
declare in the ,common and native
force of the terms which they employ.” We too advocate such a principle from the bottom of our heart.
We accept the Confessions “quia,”
because they are a correct exhibition
of the Scriptural
doctrines treated
there in. Furthermore,
we plea-d for
a true evaluation
of all facts in
matters of church union, that every
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one part.aking of such an effort might
attack the knotty problems that exist,
particularly
the ,obvious disunity
in
doctrinal matters, in the fear ‘of G.od,
with Scripture
and the aid of the
Confessions, doing all to the glory
of God, seeking His honor. Thus the
true Church can be built, though
there never be any union of church
bodies.
f
The monument
in Westminister
Abbey to the memory of the two
Wesleys, :bears the sentence, “God
buries his workmen, but carries on
his work.”
The most durable and precious ametal in the ancient arts was the Corinthian bronze, which was said to have
first been caused by the fusing .of al1
the precious metals when Corinlth was
burned. The most precious products
of experience are .got in the fire of
tri.al. - John. Legge.
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