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NumIxr

Ascend, Thou mighty Victor,
Who conquered death and hell;
Ascend, 0 Intercessor,
In heaven’s halls to dwell,
To sit in all Thy glory,
Our &other and our Lord,
That Thy eternal power
May surest help afford.

Ekicens’ion

Ascend, that Thou canst send us
The Spirit of Thy might;
Ascend, that He may bring us
In darkness heaven’s light,
That He may lead and guide us
To springs of power and truth,
That He may teach Lhe secret
Of everlasting youth.
Ascend to keep Thy promise
To come to us again,
To bring Thy grace and mercy
To feeble, sinful men,
And then at last to take us
Into our Home above,
Where we shall feast forever
Upon Thy wondrous love.
P. E. K.
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WHEN DOES A WEAK
CEASE TO BE A “WEAK”
Holy Scripture frequently speaks of
“weak” Christians, with reference, of
course, to their spiritual condition. At
the same time, Holy Writ commends
certain weak Christians to our special
care, bididng us to “receive”
them,
14:1,
the
Rom.
#and to
bear
infirmities
of the weak,
specifmatter
of things
ically
in the
indifferent,
that is, in matters pertaining to life and conduct. We are to
show such members of our congreg,ation and Church true Christian love
and treat them gently, instructing
them in a friendly manner when they
show a lack .of doctrinal understanding. Cp. Acts 20:35; I Cor. 8:9.11;
9:22; 11:30; I Thess.. 5:14. In accordance with these and other passages of
Scripture the Apology of the Augsburg Confession teaches, in Article
III: “And :the apostles admonish that
such love should be shown, not without reason. . . . For if people *are to
be and remain in unity, whether in the
Church or in civil government,
they
must no.t reckon all infirmities
according to Troy weight, but they must let
much water pass by and always make
allowances, have patience with one
another in a brotherly way.” (According to the German itext, No. 122, p.
188, Trigl.)
But when must consideration
for
the “we.ak” come to an end ? The answer, according to Holy Writ, must
be: When such a person claims that
his (or her) erroneous position in
doctrine and life has the right to exist
and ‘be taught. For it is indeed one
thing to tolerate
weakness for a
t.ime, but
it
is ;an altogether
different
thing
to
permit
false
doctrine or anti-Scriptural
opinions
to rule in the Church, Tolerating weak
brethren may never become equivalent
to acknowledging
the error; the attitude of the orthodox party may under
no circum,stances result in denial of
the truth or in becoming guilty of
other men’s sins. A deficiency
in
knowledge and a weaknes.s in understanding may be excused in certain
-

BROTHER
CHRISTIAN?
circumstances; but the weakness must
not become norm, may never demand
acknowledgment.
Permit us to cite a few examples.
It may happen that a Christian blunders into the fellowship
of a lodge,
that is, a truly antichristian
org.anization. If it appears that he did this in
ignorance, then he must be given instruction. He is not immediately
and
unceremoniously
excluded from the
Christian congregation, but he is dealt
with in order, if possible, to convince
him of the error of his ways. It may
very well be that the person in question may not be given the privilege of
attending the Holy Communion during
this time, since such a procedure
would in the majority
of sound Lutheran
congregations
immediately
cause offense. Now, if such a person,
even while the pastor or a committee
of a congregation is negotiating
with
him, have the audacity to make propaganda for his aberration and possibly
for lodgery in general, he shows himself to be, not a weak brother, but a
malicious person, who refuses to be
convinced or rejects instruction.
The
same thing holds true if a person is
guilty of syncretism or unionism. So
long as such a person is ready ito receive instruction, so long as he humbly
bows to the Word of God and accepts
the admonitions of Holy Scripture, so
long it is possible to exercise patience. provided the sin is not openly
exercised. But as soon as such ‘a person demands tolerance for his position, as soon .as he, in spite of all
warnings from the Word of God identifies himself with false churches and
their doctrines, forbearance ceases to
be a virtue, and it is absolutely necessary to take other steps.
Let us here add only one testimony
of Luther. On August 17, 1523, he
wrote to the chap>& at Wittenberg:
“It is a different matter to tolerate’the
we.ak in things indifferent
(neutralibus) ; but it is impious to practise toleration in things which are obviously
impious, and it is certain that we also
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would be polluted with this impious
procedure, if we should any longer
endure it in silence, as we have been
(19, 1186.) All sound
silent hitherto.”
,teachers of the true Lutheran Church
have held the same position, and we

could e%sily adduce scores of testimonies to this effect. Even those who
are ta.king the negative side in the
present controversy formerly held the
right position, as an examination
of
their writings will show.
P. E. K.

-\----P~

FALSE PROPHETS
-1 false prophet, according
to Holy Writ is
1. one who rejects the Word of God altogether
and denies the truths of Christianity and therefore is, from the outset, outside of the Christian
Church, and yet
makes every attempt to discredit its eternal truths:
Mutt. 23:11.24. And many false prophets shall rise, and shall deceive many.
. . . For there shall arise false Christs and false prophets, and shall show great
signs and wonders, insomuch that, if it were possible, they shall deceive the very
elect.
Jer. 8:8.9. How do ye say, We are wise, and the Law of the Lord is with us?
Lo, certainly
in vain made He it; the pen of the scribe is in vain. The wise men
are ashamed, they are dismayed
and taken; lo, they have rejected the Word of
the Lord, and what wisdom is in them?
Jer. 10:21. For the pastors have become brutish, and have not sought the Lord;
therefore they shall not prosper, and all their flocks shall be scattered.
2. a teacher within external Christendom
who willfully
and maliciously
falsifies and denies any doctrine
of Holy Writ, whether
fundamental
or non-fundamental:
Lam. 2:14. Thy prophets have seen vain and foolish things for thee.
lies in My
Jer. 23:25 ff.: I h ave heard what the prophets said that prophesy
name. . . . Behold, I am against the prophets that steal My words every one from
his neighbor.
Behold, I am against
the prophets,
saith the Lord, that use their
tongues and say, He saith. Cp. Jer. 5:31; 14:14; 27:lO.
1 John 4:l. Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spirits, whether they
are of God, because many false prophets are gone out into the world,
2 Tim. 4:3.4. After their own lusts shall they heap to themselves
teachers,
having itching ears; and they shall turn away their ears from the truth, and shall
be turned unto fables.
Mutt. 7:15. Beware of false prophets which come to you in sheep’s clothing,
but inwardly
they are ravening
wolves.
3. a teacher of the Church, who in spite of the objective truth of Holy Writ and
of the orthodox
confessions,
which offer the definite possibility
of knowing
the
full truth, nevertheless
chooses falsehoods
and lies and adheres to them:
Mutt. 15:14. They be blind leaders of the blind. Cp. Rom. 2:19.
4. a teacher of the Church who has inadvertently
embraced
error and then
refuses to be corrected and to accept the truth:
1 Tim. 6:3.4. If any man teach otherwise,
and consent not to wholesome
words,
even the words of our Lord Jesus Christ, and to the doctrine which is according
to
godliness, he is proud, knowing
nothing.
2 Tim. 2:17.18. And their word will eat as doth a canker, of whom is Hymenaeus and Philetus, who concerning
the truth have erred. . . .
5. any member of a Christian
congregation,
even of the l&y, who accepts a
false doctrine,
adheres to it, and then presumes to be a teacher of the Church,
with all his false ideas:
2 Tim. 3:8. NOW as Jannes and Jambres withstood
Moses, so do these also
resist the truth, men of corrupt minds, reprobate
concerning
the truth.
Acts 20130. Also of your own selves shall men arise, speaking
perverse things,
fo draw away disciples after them.
P. E. K.
-
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“‘Blessed Are Ye
If Ye Do Them.”
J’ohn 13:17
This is only one sentence taken
from the heart-to-heart
talks which
our blessed Lord #had with His disciples on the evening before His death,
but its very brevity is pregnant with
a wealth of meaning. In fact, the sentence is B slogan which may well be
made a ‘motto in the life of every
Christian, and especially of every one
who is a leader of others, that is, a
pastor or teacher in the Church. The
possession of knowledge carried with
it the obligation
of putting
it into
practice, of .applying it in life situations. If Christians
consider themselves under obligations to say: “This
is right and true, while that is definitely wrong,” then this declara>tion
must of necessity be fdllowed by act.ion.
It is true, of course, that during the
ministry of Jesus He never formally
declared His withdrawal
from the
Jewish Church. He even paid #the
Temple tax with the money w,hich
Peter found in the mouth of the fish
which he caught. M,att. 17:24-27. And
He recognized the position
of the
scribes and Ph.arisees as te’achers of
the people. Matt. 23:2. Yet, without
being formally
excommunicated,
He
was rejected by the leaders of the
Church and eventually brought before
the .authorities and put to death. Acts
3:15. Undoubtedly
Christ’s rejection
of the doctrine of the Pharisees and
the Sadducees, Matt. 16:6-12, w.as the
chief reason why matters came to
such a definite climax.
In the ministry of t.he apostle Paul
this factor
stands out with great
clearness. He was not ,a tempestuous
person; he did not rush forward without a c’areful consideration of ,a11the
points involved in a given situation.
He followed the course which he set
forth in Rom. 1:16. In Antioch
of
Pisidia he went into the synagog and,
when called upon to do so, gave a
wonderful testimony ,to the truth of
the Gospel. Acts 13:14-41. But when
-

the Jews began to contradict the message of Paul (and Barnabas), he told
them that itheir own behavior virtual1.y compelled him and his companion
to turn to the Gentiles. And so they
shook off the dust of their feet
again& their opponents and moved
away from the city. Acts 13:45-51.
When Paul came to Corinth, he at
first re*asoned in the synagog every
sabbath, that is, for some time. Acts
18 :4. But when they opposed themselves and blasphemed, he made the
public statement: “Your blood be upon
your own heads; I am clean, from
hen.ceforth I will go unto the Gentiles.” v.6. The same experience awaited the apostle in Ephesus, for here he
went into the synagog and spake boldly for the space of three months, “disputing and persuading the things concerning the kingdom of God.” Acts
19% But the text immediately
continues : “But whem divers were hardened and believed not, but spake evil
of that way before the multitude,
he
depar.ted from them, and separated
the disciples, disputing
daily in the
school of one Tyrannus.”
V.9. In all
three cases, therefore,
the apostle
Paul followed ,the principle which he
uttered
in the famous admonition,
Rom. 16:17: “Now I beseech you,
brethren, mark them which c’ause .divisions and offences contrary to the
doctrine which ye have learned; and
avoid them.” The ,words ,are clear and
unmistakable.
He does not write:
“Reject them,” but “Avoid them,” that
is, leave their company, cut off fellowship with them, withdraw ,from such
fellowship.
The same principle is set
forth in I Tim. 6:3-5; Matt. 7:15;
Ti:tus 3:10-II; 2 John IO, 11.
But now th,e objection is offered:
The apostle himself states that men
who have erred are not to be counted
aas enemies, but are to be admonished
as ,bre:thren. 2 Thess. 3 :15. That, in
the opinion of some, means that we
must bear even with a heretic for an
indefinite
length of timei However,
such. men overlook the words of the
apostle in the same chapter.
V.6.
“Now we command you, brethren, in
the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.
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that ye withdraw
yourselves
from
every brother that walketh disorderly,
and not after the tradition
which he
received of us.” And in verse 14 we
have the same direction: “If any man
obey not our Word by this epistle,
note that man, ‘and have no company
with hi& that he may be ashamed.”
The double direction leaves no zoom
for conjecture as to the Lord’s meaning. The purpose of withdrawing,
in
such a case, is to m.ake the offender
feel .ashamed. And if such a feeling
of shame is wrought in any opponent
of the truith, then the way is opened
to take up the negotiations with him
once more. But in the meantime:
Withdraw
yourselves! Have . no company with him! That is God’s order.
At this “time there are still many
men who haie, by word of mouth,
taken s very decisive stand )against
the “Common Confession,” the report
of the “Advisory
Committee on Doctrine and Practice,” and similar aberrations on the part of the Missouri
Synod and its officials. Apparently,
therefore, all such, men,, whether here
in America or elsewhere, know these
things. But the blessing of lthe Lord
will rest upon them only if they DO
THESE
THINGS,
if they actually
withdraw
from a false fellowship,
if
they avoid those who, after years of
negoti’ations,
are persisting
in their
errors. When will
they heed the
M,aster’s voice ?
P, E. K.

O’RTHODOX LUTHERAN
THEOLOGIAN
PROFESSIONAL
JOURNAL
OF THE 0.1. C.
Edited
Orthodox

by the Faculty
Of The
Lutheran
Seminary

Minneapolis,

Mlnn.

“No Pastor Can Afford To Be Without
It”
Wonderful
in Choice and Presentation
of Materials--Laymen
Will Appreciate
it Much. Edited Every Month.
Advance
Subscription
Price Only
$1.50.
Order
Through
the Office
of The
ORTHODOX
LUTHERAN.

-

Same Old Story
Every issue of the Lutheran WITNESS, (MO. Synod) comes with some
would-be def,ense of Missouri’s heresy
and of its shameful maltreatment
of
th,e Wisconsin
Synod through
its
document called the Fraternal Word.
Knowing full wlell that the Wisconsin
Syn,od’s position against the “Common Confession” is correct, the president of Missofuri endeavors to defend
himself by quoting from PART II
of the “Common
Oonf,essi.on.” Part
II has not been accepted by the Missouri Synod nor by the Anxerican
Lutheran
Church,
both of which
bodies did ADOPT Part I, and that’s
all! Wisconsin, and we in O.L.C., also
the ,Norwegian
Synod, are dealing
only with Part I and let us hear no
more about Part II. Dr. Behnken et
al. can write all they wish; as long
as the errors of the Part I are not
outrightly
rejected and the A.L.C. told
tlo do likewise, Missouri is and shall
remain a heretical church body.
For whom is the president
of
Synod writing those articles? Surely
not the lay peop18e of the Missouri
Synod. Why, they haven’t even seen
the “Common Confession.”
Yet Synod adopted it. Of course, as bng as
they don’t Slee the original they will
swallow “hook, line, and sinker,” all
the specious arguments of their leader
while they have nothing whereby to
judge the truthfulness
of his words i,n
the light of Holy Writ, or even their
little Catechism. Again the other day
we heand the remark fro,m Missouri’s
circles : “The ‘Common Confession’ has
not been adopted,”
Hrow long shall
this open lie be continued?
Adopted
or not, why not let the people see it,
study it, and discuss it in the oongregation, objectively?
What is s,omeune
afraid elf by avoiding the study of a
anfessional
document on the basis of
which “doctrinal agreement” has been
declared between one church body and
another?
Your
month
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The Christian Home
IV ,
The Duties of the Wife
To sum up at once what Holy Writ
teaches concerning
the duties of a
‘Christian wife in the home, we are
bound to say: A Christian
wife is
under obligation
to regard her husband as the head of the household,
thus being subject to him, and that
she in true love be a helpmeet to him,
and a faithful
mother to their children.
The experience through
the centuries, ever since the Lord established
holy matrimony,
shows that a ,Christian woman will best fulfill her destiny and find her greatest happiness
if she proves herself to be a faithful
wife and a loving mother in the
home. There is more than a little
truth in the old saying that the destinies of nations are to a very large
extent dependent upon the influence
of true Christian mothers than upon
any other factor.
And it has been
stated, with equal truth, that the
hand that rock the cradle rules the
world.
A woman who makes the Word of
God a light unto her feet and a lamp
upon her way will gladly acknowledge
her husband as the head of the
household, even if she is superior to
him in intelligence
and learning. This
was the order of God even before the
Fall of man, as we see from I Tim.
2:13.14 and 1 Cor. 11:7-g. St. Peter
speaks of the fact that wives should
be in subjection to their own husbands, 1 Ep. 3:1, and Gen. 3:16 shows
that the Lord, from the begining, laid
down the rule for every believing
woman. Due to the fact that sin has
come into the world and that all men
are under its domination almost constantly, the ideal relationship
which
should obtain is frequently marred by
lapses into selfishness.
Nevertheless
the arrangement
made by God is no
longer a harsh punishment, but merely a reminder of the first sin of Eve.
And a Christian woman knows that
the Biblical designations
“lord” and
“head” do not make the man of the
-

house a tyrant, but only, rightly understood, the leader in the home, at
whose side she gladly serves as his
helpmeet. Eph. 5:22.24. The submission expected on the part of the
Christian woman is like that which
the Church shows in her relation to
Christ, who is the head of the Church.
Col. 3:18; 1 Peter 3:1.6. A Christian
woman considers it a privilege
and
a pleasure to have her life conform
to the ideal of the Bible, to perform
the work of her calling in quietness
and thus to show herself a model of.
good works.
As in the ease of the man, the Lord
requires love in holy marriage, Titus
2:4; for only when a wife truly loves
her husband can she be a helpmeet to
him. The same God who wrought the
first inclination
of the w,oman toward
the man, to which the Lutheran Con-,
fessions refer, is He who also plants
true bridal love in the heart of both
partners in the marriage :bond. Luther
has a fine statement concerning this
fact, when he writes: “Life has nothing more pleasing and glorious than
a wife who loves her husband . . .
That is the highest delight, that the
wife has M&&&P&,
a motherly, and.
a childlike love for her husband, that
is truly the highest love of all. That
is the most excellent gift and worthy
that we admire and praise it in the
women.” (St. Louis Ed., 4, 1998.)
Because a Christian wife will endeavor by all means to be a true helpmeet to her husband,. she will
be a true mother
of the house&
hold and a faithful
mother to Iher
children. If we but think of Hannah
(1. Sam., 1 and 2), of Mary, the
mother of our Lord (Luke 2:40), of
Eunice (2 Tim. 1:5) and of other
pious women, we shall understand
that the Lord placed these examples.
into His Word. All this is included
in the admonition of the apostle Paul,
when he states that a true Christian
wife is to be a keeper at home. Titus
2:5. Concerning this virtue a wellknown secular magazine’ wrote, some
twenty years ago: “In ‘a little burialground near Versailles
it crumbling
stone marks the restingiplace
of a
79 -

mother who in life rejoiced in a large
family of sons and daughters. Across
the face of the st,one a careful artisan has carved her name and the date
of her birth and death. The last line
he reserved for her eulogy, brief,
but comprehensive:
DOMI MANSIT,
‘she stayed at home.‘-To’
stay at
home was doubtless her duty, considering the size of her family.
But the
point is that she stayed. She never
made a speech, or wrote ‘a book, or
cast a vote, or got up a petition to
support some new way of’ spending
the town’s money. She was too busy
m,aking a home, that unit upon which
the good future ,of Church and State
alike depends. In taking care of little bodies, in teaching baby minds to
turn to God, and in providing for that
child of larger growth, her husband,
she was so fully occupied that she
had no time for matters of lesser import. She was loyal to God and to
her home; like every loyal mother,
she was happy, and she brought happiness all about her.-If
women complained that to manage a household
demanded a degree of courage and intelligence not often found, we could
understand.
But when they profess
to be able to care for a household in
odd moments snatched from public engagements or aver that home duties
are mean and narrow, we simply do
not know what they mean. A railroad
or a great banking-house or an international steel corporation can be managed by brains, but’ more than brains
are heeded to make a home and keep,
it. It takes a strong will and a keen
intelli,gence
and a tender heart, all
attuned to one great purpose; that is
to say, it takes a woman into whose
heart God has put mother love. Whosoever has had such a mother, let
him get on his knees dailv and thank
God!” And we add: Whosoever has
such a wife, let him show his gratitude throughout
his life.
A true ,Christian wife will furthermore help to carry the Burdens of this
earthly life, that they do not rest on
the shoulders of the man alone. On
the other hand she will, with all diligence, avoid everything
that might
-

increase the troubles resting on the
husband. “She will do him good and
not evil all the days of her life.”
Prov. 31:12. She will never :by a
quarrelsome,
hostile behavior, make
her husband’s life a torment.
Prov.
19:13b; 21:9; 25:24; 27:15; 30:21.23a.
She will not be clamorous and foolish,
Prov. 9:13; Job 2:lO. *Rather, with
the help of ,God, she will try more
and more to come close to the ideal
which is praised so highly in Holy
Writ: gracious, Prov. 11:16, virtuous
and diligent,
Prov. 12:4, wise, Prov.
14:1, prudent, Prov. 19:14, modest,
chaste, avoiding ostentation,
1 Tim.
2:9.10, with a meek and quiet spirit,
1 Peter 3:3.4; 1,s. 3:16; in short, so
conducting herself in being discreet,
chaste, good, obedient to her own husband, that the Word of God be not
blasphemed, Titus 2:4.5. While Holy
Scripture
places a bad wife among
the greatest evils of this life, a pious,
loving wife is praised most highly.
Not only is she called the “crown of
her husband,” Pr,ov. 12:4, whose price
is “above rubies,” Prov. 31:10, but
she is also honored by being named
her husband’s
“companion,”
Mal.
2:14, the “desire of his eyes,” Ezek.
24:16, “loving hind and pleasant roe,”
Prov. 5:19, and “the glory of the man,”
1 Cor. 11:7. Very emphatically
the
Lord decl.ares : “Whoso findeth a wife,
findeth a good thing, and obtaineth
favor of the Lord,” Prov. 18:22. This
being the situation, the words of the
Lord will apply to such a wife : “Let
thy fountain
be blessed, and rejoice
with the wife of thy youth. Let her
be as the loving hind and pleasant
roe, , . . be thou ravished with her
love.” Prov. 5:18.19. Of such a wife
it will rightly be said what Solomon
writes in his “ABC of a Christian
Woman,” Prov. 31:10-31. And let us
ever remember that all the virtues
which Holy Writ praises in a pious
Christian
wife : diligence,
thrift,
domesticity, modesty, humility,
meekness, gentleness,
patience, friendliness, mercy,
discret.ion,
decency,they all have their origin and source
in one fact, namely that the fear
of the Lord actuates the Christian
wife. “Favor is deceitful, and beauty
80 -

vain; but a woman that feareth tmhe
Lord, she shall be praised.”
Prov.
31:30.
If a pious woman enters holy matrimony in keeping with these ideal.s,
then her household will be a true
hom,e for her husband and for her
children, and it will be fulfilled
also
in her case what the Lord states:
“her children arise up and call her
blessed; her husband also, and he
praisefh her.” Prov. 31:28. And all
the while she occupies a position
which pleases God and in which she
serves her heavenly Father.
P.E.K.
is

History informs us that archbishop
Arundel, the blood-thirsty
persecutor
of Lord Cobham and the Wicliffites,
died an awful death in 1413. The
tongue, which he used so often to
curse the witnesses of Christ, began
to swell, and it swelled more and
more until it filled his throat, so that
he could no longer eat, or drink, or
speak, until
finally
he choked to
death.

THE UTTERANCES OF GOD
The Bible is the Word of God. The

word “Scripture” is a term often
found in the New Testament which
always means the Sacred Writings of
the Old or the New Testament (Rom.
15 :4; II Pet. 3 :16; and elsewhere).
“All Scripture is given by inspiration
of God” (II Tim. 3 : 1,6), that is, all
Scripture is inspired by God, is God#
breathed. So it must be the Word of
God.
“Verbal inspiration” is a term used
to set iforth the fact that all the words
of Holy Scripture are inspired by
God, are God;breathed. It is clearly
taught in the above text of Scripture
and in many others. Verbal inspirae
tion, then, is not a mere theory (as
some believe and teach), but a posi#
tive fact taught and proclaimed by
God the Holy Ghost. “We are speak*
ing not in words taught by human
wisdom, but in words taught by the
ASpirit,” I Cor. 2 :13). “For prophecy
was never brought forth ,by man’s
will, but being moved by the Holy
Ghsst, men spoke from God” (I Pet.
1:21).
“What we have seen and
heard, we are proclaiming also to you,
that you too may have fellowship
with us;-and we are writing these
things, that our joy may be complete”
-

(I John 1:3,4.). Thus “Scripture can’
not be ,broken” (John 10 : 3 5)) that is,
its authority cannot be set aside.
Moreover
the Risen Christ corn’

manded His Church, saying “Go,
then, disciple all the nations,-teach*
ing them carefully to observe ALL
THAT

I COMMANDED

YOW,”

and He promised them, saying, “be/
hold, I Myself am with you all the
days until the end of time” (Matt.
28: 19,20). It is the Risen, the Glori*
fied Christ, true God and true Man,
who gave this command and promise.
And what He has commanded His
Church, He will enable them to do as
long as His. promise stands. We are
positively assured, then, that in the
Bible we have the Word of God in its
full truth (John 17 :17) and purity
(Psalm 119 : 140) ; not only in the
original languages wherein it was
written, but also in every correct
translation thereof, God has miracu#
lously and wonderfully preserved His
Word, and will do so to the end of
time. So then, “if anybody speaks,
let him speak as the utterances of
God” (I Pet. 4 : 11) . “He. that has My
Word, let him speak My Word faith@
fully” (Jer. 2 3 :2 8).
J. E. S.
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Those Red Herring
Tactics!
The reason for presenting
this
short article at this time is given in
entitled
“Wisconsin-Misa report
Presidents’
Conference,”
as
souri
found on pages 40 and 42, in the
of the
February
7, 1954, number
Nmthwestem
Lutheran.
The reporters here summarize the transactions
of the meeting which took place at
the Northwestern
Publishing
House
on January
12 to 15 of this year.
We quote from the report:
“The
mode of procedure was this : each of
our (Wisconsin’s)
representatives
had
prepare.d and in all but one case had
duplicated
essays treating
of the
various charges lodged by our Synod against the Missouri Synod in the
resolutions adopted by our Synod in
its conventions last year.”
In accordance with the procedure
thus adopted, essays were presented
in pairs. When President Naumann
of the Wisconsin
Synod read an
essay, “A Brief Factual Presentation
of the Historical
Development
of
Efforts toward Lutheran Unity in the
U.S.A.,”
President
Behnken of the
Missouri
Synod countered
with an
essay, “The Way We Have Come.”
When President G. Barthels read an
essay setting forth the inadequacy
and unscripturalness
of the “Common
Confession,” Pastor T. Nickel of the
Missouri Synod spoke of adequacy of
that document.
When President
I.
Frey read an essay on “Joint Prayer,”
Vice-President
H. Harms countered
with an essay on “Prayer at Intersyno.dical Meetings.”
Vice-President
A. ,Grumm of the Missouri
Synod
read an essay on “Scoutism,”
to
which reply was made by President
A. Siegler
in an essay. on “Boy
Scouts.”
Other
essays
presented
were : Vice-President
K.
Krauss
(Wi,sconsin)
on “Cooperation
with
Unorthodox
Bodies in Matters Clearly Not in the Field of Externals”;
Vice-President
A. Grumm on “,Negotiations
with
Lodges and Similar
Organizations,”
to which reply was
made by President
H. Nitz in an
-

essay, “Negotiations
with
Deistic
Organizations.”
Other essays were
pre.sented by Wisconsin’s representatives:
“Taking
Part in Unionistic
Religi,ous Programs”
(President
A.
Halboth) ; “Wisconsin’s
Objections to
Missouri’s
Continuing
Negotiations
with the American Lutheran Church”
(Vice-President
Habeck),
to which
Vice-President
Harms (Missouri)
replied with an e.ssay, ‘Xontinued Negotiations with the A.L.C.”
On the last
day President Witt read an essay on
“When Is .a Person a Unionist?”
to
which
Vice-President
H.
Harms
(Missouri)
replied
in
an essay
“Unionism in the Light of Scripture.”
Then President
Albrecht
read an
e,ssay, “When Is a Person a Separatist?”
to which Vice-President
H.
Harms
replied with a.n essay on,
“What Is Separatism ?”
The reporters then add their personal impressions.
They write, for
example : “The Missouri
spokesmen
indicated that for them unionism is
church fellowship
with those who
persist in error and are active in
spreading it.” With reference to that
declaration
and others the reporters
write (Pastors Krauss and Habeck) :
“The undersigned
must confess that
as their brains began to knot up
trying
to follow these subtleties of
distinction
that the Bible, which was
written
also for them,-and
they
classify
themselves
with
the ‘not,
many mighty,
not many wise, not
many no.ble,’ was not intended to be
that involved. The Bible simply says,
Romans 16:17: ‘Mark
them which
cause divisions
and offenses . . .
avoid them’.”
In the next paragraph
the reporters say: “Again it seemed
to us that those who spoke for the
Missouri Synod did not realize that
there is also a guilt by association.
There is, you know, the Scriptural
of
injunction
not to be ‘partakers
other men’s sins’ (I Tim. 5:22.)” In
concluding itheir report the writers
state that, in their opinion unionism is
the “root of all the tensions which
have arisen ‘between the Missouri
Synod and us. And another thing
that we realized during the days of
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our conference is that we are far
apart in many matters, that there
had indeed in these last years developed a ‘break in relations,’ as we
call it in our 1953 resolutions.”
What we find here, in the report of
these meetings, agrees only too well
with what we have Iearned in many
years of .bitter experience in dealing with the aberrations and heresies
of Missouri Synod officials and with
the Synod as such. Ever since members of the St. Louis faculty and other
prominent
theologians
of the Mis‘souri Synod yielded to the blandishments of A.L.C. leaders in the field
of the eschatological
doctrines
(the
pope as the Antichrist
not a Seriptural doctrine, it is neither possible
nor necessary to be in agreement
concerning
all the: doctrines,
there
are doctrines which are not divisive
of church fellowship,
etc.) the position of the Missouri Synod showed a
progressive
deterioration.
But the
“red herring tactics” are in evidence
everywhere, the eflort to draw away
the minds of sound theologians from
the real questions at issue. Not the
least of these efforts is that which
has recently
made its appearance,
namely that the “Common
Confession” will be quietly ignored as the
A.L.C.
makes further
progress
in
effecting the merger of several midwest synods. The questions still remain: What is going to be done
about the “Common
Confession” ?
What about unionism?
What about
Scoutism ?
P.E.K.

King James Version
vs. Revised
Standard Version
The two Bibles did valiant battle
against one another in 1953 with the
winner: not the highly advertised and
modernistic
RSV, but the KJV, the
good, oId, reliable English translation.
More and finer articles appear regularly against the corruptions
and interpretations
of the RSV. We mention recent excel,lent articles in the
-

Lutheran SENTINEL,
in the Chriatian BEACON, where much splendid
materia1 appears regularly, the NEW
YORKER,
the latter
particularly
stressing the fact that the fine idiom
used in the King James version is still
“tops” and wurthy of our emulation.
We wholeheartedly
amtinue our own
efforts to warn a.ny and all against the
evils and deceptiveness of the RSV,
but always add the prayer that Almighty God will. also bless ‘those who
“search the Scriptures”
that they
might find CHRIST, believe and love
and serve Him, not only as their Lord
and Miaster, but their personal Savior
and Redeemer.

Tracts Print14
F,or Study of the
Issues and Doctrines
Involved in Conflict
The Wis,consin Synod is producing
an excellent and worthy set of tracts
containing
fine instruction
to their
synodical
constituency
upon
entire
and concerning ;the matters at issue
especially between the Wisconsin Synod itself ‘and the Lutheran ChurchMissouri Synod, so that their congregations, each lay member, and every
pastor and teacher might take the
proper stand against false doctrine
and practices as well as foster a personal conviction that the Truth must
stand in spite of possible or necessary
separation from the Synodical Conference.
There are supposed to be about a
dozen tracts printed, in all, on such
subjects as Justification,
Election. Inspiration, Conversion, etc. You might
write
to Northwestern
Publishing
House, Milwaukee,
Wis., for a copy
or a set for perso)nal study. We understand that the Norwegian
Synod is
likewise forwarding
these tracts to
their
constituency
for distribution
and study. May God bless such study!
PLEASE

REPORT ANY CHANGES
OF ADDRESS
immediately
so as to avoid errors.
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WHAT’S WHAT?

Identify Ylourself
Besides partaking
wholeheartedly
in a most unionistic
noon-day Holy
Week program here in Minneapolis,
Dr. .Edgar M. Carlson, president of
Gus.tavus Adolphus
(‘Lutheran)
college, St. Peter, Minn., stressed the
fact that security
is in God, “but
Christian faith has no ready answer
to all the complicated prXoblems ‘which
are involved in the new hydrogen
bomb age,” This “theologian and educator” also stated: “But Christianity
does have something to say *about a
kingdom that cannot be shaken even
by atumic blasts.” The Christian faith
has always insisted “that our security
must rest in God and in our fellowship
with Him,“’ he explained. Now notice
“It forbids the Christhe “theology”:
tian, however, to seek this security
apart from his fellows, by withdrawal
from the world. Christians are called
upon to IDENTIFY
themselves WITH
THE WORLD,
especially its weaknesses, its failures, and its SIN,” he
said.
We begin to understand why Gustavus Adolphus specializes in beauty
contests, a.thletics, etc. We begin to
understand the similar expressions of
just plain wmldliness
\and sinfulness
apparent at St. Olaf’s College, Northfield, (Lutheran)
as witnessed by a
big splurge in the recent Minneapolis
newspaper, from which we quoted the
above statements also. What has the
church college come to?
We are forcefully
reminded of the
statements of one Dr. Eliot and others, progressives, moralists,
liberals:
“If the world will not rise to the
Church shall not the Church go down
to the world? ” “Let us have a Christian world.” “ Let us join the world,
pervade it with our influence by allowing it to inffuence us.” (cf. Luthernner, 70), etc.
-

We do not know to what extent
coBege prexies of Church-owned and
sponsored colleges might be partaking
of or be interes.ted in a new ‘and better
code for athletic teams to follow, but
we have in the above a definite indication that there are a few things of
importance
to worry about besides
subsidizing athletic teams or setting
standards for eligibility
for athletics. ’
Scriptural
principles must be taught
and practiced. Only the grace of God
in Christ Jesus can make us eligible
for heaven through faith in His atoning love.
“From
such withdraw
thyself.”
“Flee youthful lusts.” “When sinners
entice
thee, consent
thou NOT.”
“Deny yourself, the world forsake+,”
Seems tlo us that Scripture very forcefully reminds us that “we are in the
world, but NOT OF the world”
What a pity that such “theology”
is advertised and reported as representative of Lutheranism.
We would
not necessarily advocate a renewed
study of dogmatics but r,ather a simple course in Bible study alongside
Luther’s Catechism, Small or Large.

I Consulted Not
With Flesh and Bload
This, a5 we know, is the powerful
declaration of the Apostle Paul in
Gal. 1: 16. The statement is found
in the account of the events follow/
ing Paul’s’ conversion, as he report/
ed them to the congregations in Gala*
tia. It is a. statement which explains
his entire career as the great mission
ary of the Apostolic Age.
There is a great need in our days
of men (and women) who will accept
the slogan of the apostle as their guid*
ing principle in their stand fur the
FULL TRUTH. Men who have for
many years made bold and unequiv
ocal confessions concerning the truth,
who have, as a ‘matter of fact, vehe#
mently denounced all false teaching,
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whether in the Chicago “Statement”
or in the “Common Confession” or in
the report of the president’s “Advis
ory Committee on Doctrine and Prac
tice”’ (ACDP report) have not acted
in accordance with their own bold
statements, but have brought forward
one excuse after the other why they
do not follow such clear passages as
Rom. 16:17, Matt. 7:15, I Tim.

6 :3/s, and others.
We are also reliably informed that
some of the leaders in the opposition
against the “Common Confession”
have not even brought the controversy
to the attention of their congrega/
tions, but have left their people in
woeful ignorance. Others have admit0
ted that they do not care to broach
the subject before their congregations,
lest a quarrel ensue and they lose ,the
majority of their congregation to the
Missouri liberals.
What about the spirit of Martin
Luther, who was ready to sacrifice
everything, even his life, if only the
truth of God’s Word would be pre’
served?
And what about the spirit of St.
Paul, who would not yield to a false
position, no, not so much as one hour,
in order to uphold the truth of Holy
Writ? How many are ready, at this
time, to join the Apostle in His decla#
ration : “I consulted (conferred) not
with flesh and blood”? What will be
the answer of all those who are still
halting between two opinions?!!!
P. E. K.

Roman Defense
The recent article in LOiOK magazine which endeavored to describe
Lutheranism
is found w,anting
in
innumerable counts, as our last number indicated.
Perhaps Dr. Ruff had
better consult more often with Roman officials to ascertain the fact from
them too that when he said “the
papacy has been drastically
reformed
since Luther’s
time” he was really
-

We were able to
“off the beam.”
notice
the answer
in yesterday’s
PICTURE-Roto-Magazine
by
t he
Knights of Columbus, stating among
“UNCHANGED
after
other things:
nearly
2000 years, it continues to
The editor of the
live and grow.”
LUTHERAN
,ought to remember
that some people still study history
and, doing so properly and scientifically, like to deal with facts and not
fantasy.
In our estimation based upon Scripture primarily
and also upon
history, not tradition, we still believe
and confess with Luther
that the
Roman papacy embodies all the marks
of the description
Paul gives in II
Thessalonians
and is the antichrist
and STILL as evil as portrayed by
divine inspiration
and even worse.
Question: And why does the Missouri
Synod not take the proper position
as did the OLD MO. Syno.d ? The
Common Confession does not contain
the true Lutheran position on Romanism either.

Ever Seeking and
Never Finding
The modern spirit found among ~0;
many within
Christendom
today is
fittingly
described with the phrase
at the top of this article. Under the
pious diguise of the word “love” they
seek to deceive the hearts of the simple Christian who rests his faith always and *alone on Christ the eternal
Rock of our salvation Who has made
Himself known to us clearly in His

W or-d.
This spirit of modernism
is endorsed also by Bishop Sheen, who in
his book: “The Life of Christ” would
give us something called a “New Insight into the Life of Christ,” as it
has been advertised. This spirit is also
promulgated
by m.any theologiarrs
who call themselves Lutheran, whose
students then go forth into the world
carrying this venomous poison with
them wherever they go and by feeding ,persons and flocks with this poison they destroy blood-bought
souls.
Their theology is characterized
by
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‘rifs,”

“buts,”

“perhaps,”

“suppose.”
phraseology they demonstrate
the attitude
of doubt, or of casting suspicion upon
Holy Writ. They claim #that since they
are now living in this “advanced era
of science and learning”
they are
going to determine whether what the
Bible has taught for 6000 years is
still true. “Something different, something new, for Pop, Mom, and the kiddies too” proverbially
states their
goal.
Therefore we find that liberal theologians of the last centuries are idolized. Lutheran
theology which has
been tested and found true is despised. Those who would follow the
injunction
of our Savior to “continue
in My Word” are looked upon as “old
fashioned,”
“leg.alists,”
“literalists,”
“fanatics,”
“narrow-minded,”
“bigoted,” and such “whose whole spirit is
contrary
to that of the Gospel of
Christ.” The old and never-changing
Scriptural axiom: Scripture interprets
itself is cast aside. Human reason BS
well as carnal logic are raised to the
pedestal of mater doctriuae.
As ,a result of this they will be ever
seeking and never finding, for Scripture itself tells us: “Search the Scriptures, for IN THEM ye think ye have
:testify of Me.” John 5:29. R,eason,
eternal life and they are they which
cold logic, are indeed gifts of God,
given by crea.tion. But when someone
studies the Word of God, he must
place reason in absolute subjection
under the governance of the clear
Word itself, and let the words of
Scripture
speak for themselves and
believe what they do say whether it
is agreeable to reason or not. Godgiven faith knows no Lord other than
Almighty
God! WE DO NOT WANT
ANYTHING
NEW!
On the other hand, we who rest
solely upon the grace and mercy of
God, by which we have forgiveness of
sins, life,
and salvation
through
faith in Christ, will continue to adhere closely to Scripture.
“IT
IS
WRITTEN”
shall ever be our motto.
What- is written by inspiration,
every
Word of the Scriptures, and nothing

By such and other questioning

-

more, is our joy, our message, our
confidence, our hopIe. In the face of
these moderns we can stand on the
certainty of Holy Writ without fear,
knowing
that Having
Sought, We
Have Found.
May God bless our Conference which
stands for the FUL,L TRUTH
of
God’s Word.
May He give US the
strength boldly and courageousl~y to
hold up the banner of the saving
Gospel and to keep us pure oftim
within, fill us with true zeal for wiork
in His kingdom, and to use our gifts
and talents to bring others into the
fold where they shall find in HIS
WORD
and WOUNDS
everlasting
peace and rest through HIS BLOOD,
Unto Him be all glory, honor, and
praise, now and forever.
We have, by divine grace, the
,FULL TRUTH
of God’s Word. No
man, no angel from heaven, can make
it any fuller or more complete. Anyone who tries to do so falls under
God’s own anathema, Gal. 1:8,9. We
have the Gospel of Christ in all its
glory and power. Thus we really have
something in which to boast, namely,
God’s universal
and all-sufficient
grace, the free gift of His only-begotten Son ,who has saved us from
our sins and whose Word is the “lamp
unto our feet and the light unto OUP
path.”
So .let these modernists who ever
seek and never find continue to rant
and rave, to boast and condemn, they
can harm us none. For, “if ;they call
the M.aster of the House Beelzebub,
how much more shall they not call
those of His household ?” Matt. 10:25.
May God in His mercy spare them
when He comes to judge the earth
and finds them wondering “if,” “supposing,”
“perhaps,”
whether
it is
really and actually
He,’ the ,Christ,
who appeareth.
L.E.H.
The story is told of a pagan womcalled Ennia, who throughout
:1&y six years of married life not
once aggravated her spouse by word,
conduct, or deed. How is it in yam
Christian home ?
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A Great Pentecost
Hymn
A hymn for Pentecost which is impressive in both its text and in its
melody is No. 250 in the Lutheran
Hymnal, where a new translation
is
The form
which
Luther
offered.
offered the people of his time was
an extension of a twelfth
century
hymn, whose first line was “Nu biten
wir den heiligen geist.” Lnther took
over the first stanza of the ancient
hymn and added three .stanzas, which
carry out the main thoughts of the
original.
It was one of the earliest
hymns which Luther wrote, basing it,
upon a song in the vernacular which
had been in use ,since the middle of
the thirteenth
century and had been
made popular by the famous Berthold
of Regensburg.
This preacher was
so effective
that even the larger
churches could not hold the crowds
that came to hear him, so that he
finally spoke in the open air.
Luther had thought of the hymn as
a post-Communion
chant, but it soon
became a favorite for the Pentecost
festival and was also suggested as a
hymn for the ordination of ministers
and for use before t.he sermon. Luther
himself, in 1542, included it among
the hymns designated
for funerals.
A large number of hymnologists have
spoken with high prai.se *of the simple
and yet so effective content of the
hymn.

as well as in the hour of death. The
second stanza addresses the Holy
Ghost as the most precious Light,
who alone can bestow the right ap,preciation
of Jesus Christ as the
world’s Redeemer. Stanza 3 is addressed to the Holy Ghost as sacred
Love and pleads f,or the true heavenly fire and the fellowship
of love
among the ,believers. And stanza four,
addre,ssed to the Holy Ghost as the
highest Comfort in every need, presents the prayer for courage in the
very face of .death and the old evil
Foe. Spangenberg,
a prominent
divine, said of the hymn: “There must
<be a quiet and peaceable brotherly
love, a c,onstant sighing to God, an’d
a new life. Where this i.s acquired,
according to His promise, God will
give the Holy Ghost with all His
gifts and graces, and, finally, eternal
life.”
Lambert
reports that during the
persecution
of the Protestants,
in
1580, when many people were treated
with fiendish cruelty, it was a common thing to hear the martyrs,
on
their way to be executed, sing this
hymn as their swan-song.
In many
places, especially
in Leipzig,
even
condemned criminals
sang “Nun bitten wir den Heiligen
Geist” while
paying the extreme penalty.
On this
account the hymn acquire.d the additional title ,of ‘The Hymn of Poor
Sinners.”
Wherever there is a piano
or some other musical instrument
this beautiful
hymn might well bi
used in family worship.

A great many other people will
share this estimation
of the hymn
and will want to sing it especially
at Whitsuntide.
As Lambert remarks,
“it is a prayer to the Holy Ghost
for His coming and for the threefold
grace of light, love, and comfort of
God. It speaks of the Holy Spirit in
contrast with the spirit of sinners;
the holy Light contrasted with darkness; the Spirit of Love over against
wrath,
hatred, and envy; and the
Comforter contrasted with the terrors
of Satan, death, and hell.” The impressive measure of the first stanza:
“We now implore
God, the Holy
Ghost,” is a fervent plea for the true
faith, during the Christian’s whole life
-

P.E.K.
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good and gracious
will so clearly,
and completely!
and infallibly
written by divine inspiration rn the words of Scripture;
The believer
sincerely
desires, and prays for, a full understanding
and right use of the Scriptures,
for
through
the use of this two-edged
“sword
01
the Spirit”
we can resist and overcome
all
enemies of the soul and obtain the victory.
“This
is the victory
that overcometh
the
world. even our FAITH”
in the WORD. Jesus
is the Word of God “who became flesh and
dwelt among us.” He tells us: “He that is of
God heareth God’s Words; ye therefore
heathem not because
ye are not of God.”
The
Christian,
or true Catholic,
to use the term
rightly,
grasps every opportunity
to worshic
the Lord in truth and purity,
i.e
according
to His Word. He honors his Maker and Redeemer by His prayers,
praise, and thanksgiving,
also by his offerings
placed upon the
altar of the Lord. But to go to church in orde?
to worship
a piece of bread placed in a box
upon the altar, supposedly
to represent
the
“visible
presence
of Christ “-such
is gross
idolatry,
forbidden
in the very first commandment and abhorred
by every true Catholic
Sin is sin, no matter who may advocate
a
practice.
Likewise
is it idolatry
to worship
saints, also commanded
and taught by Rome
even the virgin Mary, for she as well as Abra:
ham is ignorant
of us and all of them, like
Israel, acknowledge
us not.
The Knights of Columbus’
advertising
campaign includes
the claim that “Christ
established a church with the power and authority
to carry on His work.”
Indeed He did bu:
since every Christian
is a royal priest i; that
holy Kingdom of grace he also possesses that
very
power
and
authority
given
to the
Church,
whether
he be a member
of any
visible church organization
or not, the claims
of Rome or anyone else, even Lutherans
to
the contrary
not withstanding!
The uower
given to Christians
to forgive
and to retain
sins, namely the Office of the Keys, is definitely NOT in the possession
of Rome alone
No visible
church can make the other claim
made either, that she is universal,
or “covers
the earth.”
Of course she “continues
to live
and grow,”
by force, deception,
infiltration.
tyranny,
as ever of old, but indeed
“not
changed
after neurly 2000 years.”
But again
we ask-How
old is the Roman papacy? Rome
had better check the records! Or would she
deny history?
To Rome’s claim in said advertisement
the:
the Pope, is Christ’s vicar, that Peter was the
first bishop
of Rome (Pray, tell me-when
was Peter ever in Rome?), that Peter was t’he
upon which the Church is built (The
“rock”
Bible text clearly
states that Christ
is the
“Rock”),
or another claim, that it is the true

Devout
Christians
“rejoice”
when
it is
said unto them: “Let us go unto the house of
the Lord.“ They believe all that “is written,”
and believe
that they are indeed
“blessed“
“who
hear the Word of God and keep it.”
They know in whom they believe.
His word
is the eternal Truth, the Way unto salvation.
His promises are all sealed in His own blood
which was shed for us all for the forgiveness
of sins.
God’s command,
God’s promise,
and the
Christian’s
personal
need for divine
wisdom
and grace are sufficient
reason for frequenting the house of God. Thus also every child
of God testifies of the living
faith and hope
in his heart. He knows that in the sight of
God there can be no hypocrisy,
though
all
men be deceived.
His is no idle worship and
no idol worship.
His regular
church attendance 1s not a mere mechanical
procedure,
no
mere external
activity,
but activity
of worship
prompted by His love for the Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ.
The Christian
does not attend
services merely to satisfy emotional
needs, or
to hear and see the products
of man’s abilities concerning
externals,
knowing
also that
the externals
lead to the destruction
of the
internal
and essential
verities
upon which
the Church is built. The child of God attends
divine worship to sit at Jesus’ feet, to “grow
in grace and in the knowledge
of Christ,”
to
“become
wise unto salvation
through
faith
which is in Christ Jesus,” and to be “thorfor the battle
of faith.
oughly
furnished”
Hence the Christian
diligently
uses the Word
and Sacraments
which Jesus has given to us
to save our souls, to strengthen
us in the true
faith, and increase
our hope of eternal
life.
Through Word and Sacrament
the Spirit converts, justifies,
sanctifies,
and saves the sinner. As to the use of the Lord’s
Supper,
Christians
do not attend but once in a year,
perhaps
at Easter, to guarantee
their membership in some visible organization,
but “this
(they)
do often in remembrance
of Me”
(I
Cor. 11.). Neither
is the blessed
Sacrament
of the Altar a mere memorial
feast of a symbolical
nature.
The Real Presence of Christ’s
body and blood in, with, and under (together
with)
the bread
and wine is believed
by
every Biblically
orthodox
Christian,
and thus
the Sacrament
becomes
a source
of great
spiritual
strength and comfort. Of course they
all eat the bread and drink the cup, else
there would be no sacrament.
Besides the regular
Sunday morning
worship service,
regularly
attended,
there are
many extra opportunities
for the Christian
to
gather with the congregation
in public
worship. There are the family and personal
devotions. The child of God knows that he can
never learn too much of God’s Word, that
-
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Church outside of which there is no salvation,
we simply
answer:
Vain
presumption
ad
damnab~e arrogance!
Likewise
the claim that
any man can save himself or in any manner
co-operate
toward his salvation.
There is but one, holy, Catholic,
Christian,
because
its one head is
Church.
ONE,
Christ who has no vicars but lives in His
Word and rules with His Word (Eph. 1:22;
4:15; 5123; Co\. 1:18), one foundation
(Eph.
220; I Cor. 3:ll; I Pet. 2:6), one Spirit (Eph.
4:3-6), one Lord and God and Father,
one
Baptism, one faith (which dwells in the hearts
of men and makes them members of God’s
kin dom, and makes the true Church,
the
bri %e of Christ cm INvisible
kingdom),
one
hope based upon the merits of Christ alone
(Rom. 8), one inheritance
in heaven (Cal. 1:12;
I Pet. 1:4); H 0 L Y , being sanctified
by His
blood
and
cleansed
thoroughly
with
the
washing
of water by the Word (Eph. 5:26), a
holy nation
(I Pet. 29); C A T H 0 L I C , as
bein
the whole number of all believers,
all
the 8 isciples of Christ among all nations taken together,
and no one beside them (Eph.
2:19; Hebr. 12:23; Eph. 4:6; 3:15; 4:12; Col. 1:18;
Hebr. 1:14; I Pet. 2:9; Rev. 5:9.10).
If YOU should like to know more about the
true, One Holy, Catholic,
Apostolic
Church,
then take the advice of the Lord Himself (John
5:39): “Search
the Scriptures;
for in them ye
think ye have eternal life, and they are they
which testify of Me.” God bless your BIBLE
READING
AND MEDITATION!

Your
Subscription
expires
month designated
with your
.--

in the
address.

King Henry VIII
had the habit,
whenever
awakened
in his sIeep by
his conscience,
to dispel1 the melan-

A Call to MissionMindedness
Ye Christians, one and all, give heed!
The Lord is calling you:
If you belong to Him indeed
There’s work for you to do;
As He was sent the lost to seek,
A minister of love,
To teach’al1 sinners, poor and meek,
The way to God above,
Ye
To
To
His
To

To walk as sons of light,
To publish far His Holy Word,
Dispelling error’s night.
Ye Christians, one and all, note well:
The time of grace is short;

He bids you all to go and tell,
His mercy to report.
0 lose no time, the truth make known,
Bring sinners to their Lord:
He did for all the& sins atone,
Will surest help afford.

choIy spirit with feasting and drinking. On his death-bed
he requested
just one more large glass of liquid,
drank the entire contents, and said to
those standing around him: “And so,
dear friends,
goes everyt.hing,-my
crown, my life, and my soul.”

Ye Christians, one and all, give heed:
Your task is waiting you!
To Him who meets your ev’ry need
Your hearts must e’er be true;

Let zeal for Jesus guide your way
Whatever may betide,
That you in Him, the Truth,
Way,
May evermore, abide.

There are many today who think
that death
ends everything.
Death
comes fast indeed; are we prepared

to meet our God?
Him there is rest

Look to Jesus, in
and

joy

and

Christians, one and all, go forth
do the Savior’s will,
know what ev’ry soul is worth,
bidding to fulfill,
grow in knowledge of the Lord,

the

P. E. K.

vic-

tory.
Perhaps

this

little

announcement

will bring us the location of a used
copy of the Concordia CycIopedia?
FEARS
TRUTH
BUT
NOTHING
CONCEALMENT
Dare to be brave-but

Truth

PLEASE): In sending orders for releases or ordering or re-subscribing
to the ORTHODOX
LUTHERAN
do
not send check to the Orthodox Lutheran Conference but to the ORTHODOX L U T H E R A N. Subscriptions
make excellent gifts.

will out!
-
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The Luthera,n Church in America at Present
A Series of Articles

by M. Lehninger

(Note: These articles are translated
from the German, as printed in EvangeiischLutherisches
Gemeinde-Blatt
of the Wisconsin
Synod with the author’s
kind
permission,
but without
his review and revision.)
Correction:
Our readers are kindly requested
to make the following
corrections
article,
appearing
on pp. 70-72 of last month’s issue: I.) Insert author’s
name,
2.) On p. 71, second column, line 21 from below, delete “It,” and begin the question

A Realignment

Concerning

the Doctrines

In the late seventies of the last
century a controversy concerning the
doctrines
broke
out
above-named
within
the
Synodical
Conference,
which had been founded in the year
1872 with such high expectations as
a rallying point for all true Lutherans
in the land. It. was intended to serve
as a stronghold
of Lutheran
orthodoxy; and now it seeme.d to many to
be threatened with imminent collapse.
Men in the Norwegian
and in the
Ohio Synod publicly entered the lists
against Missouri and accused it and
its leader, Dr. Walther,
of gross
error. The Wisconsin Synod diligently deliberated
in its own midst concerning
the controverted
doctrines.
These doctrines were placed in the
light of Scripture and the Lutheran
Confession, in which connection Dr.
Hoenecke’s name m’ust not be left
unmentioned, with the re.sult that our
synod took side.s wit,h Missouri and
together
with Missouri
,championed
the Biblical truth of the monergism
of grace (“grace alone”) in the rescue and salavation of sinners lying in
spiritual death. Minnesota also joined
them. Alas, t.he opponents would not.
be won for the truth.
Ohio, after
Missouri
the largest synod in the
Synodical
Conference,
in the year
1881 declared its secession from that
body. In the Norwe,gian Synod the
conflict over these doctrines
raged
most vehemently.
In the hope that
thereby the split within its own ranks
might be more readily overcome the
Norwegian
Synod in 1883 discontinued its membership
in the Syndical
Conference. Yet it expressly declared
that it could also continue to maintain brotherly relations with the synods of the Synodical
Conference.
This hope indeed soon proved to be
in vain. The so-called Anti-Missouri-

of EIection

in the first
as above.
with “Is.”

and Conversion

ans in its mi.dst declared their se,cession in the year 1887 and in 1890 organized themselve,s as the United
,Norwegian Church.
To complete t.he picture it should
be added at this point that the Lutheran Synods outside the Synodical
Conference,
especially
Iowa,
took
sides with ,Ohio. Also the Lutheran
Churches outside of America, in the
Scandinavian countries as well as in
Germany, so far as they took any
notice of the matter in their publicat.ions, all took sides with Ohio and
against the Synodical Conference.
Endeavors Looking Toward a
Union Amsng the Lutheran
Church,es in America
A number of free ‘conferences took
place in the first decade of our century in several cities of the middle
west with
a large percentage
of
Lutherans
represented.
Without any
particular
commission on the part of
their
church-bodies,
interested
Lutherans, both pastors and congregational ,members, here had an opportunity freely to express themselves
concerning the doctrines which had so
long been the focus of ecclesiastical
controversy and had kept the synods
apart. They were al,so quite well attended.
The arrangement
of these
conferences testifiies how fervent was
the wish to get together on the basis
of a comm,on confession
of God’s
Wor#d and of t.he doctrine drawn from
it by our Lutheran
fathers in the
faith, and so finally to bring about.
a healing of the existing breach. The
hopes pinned to these conferences
were, alas, not fulfilled,
and they
were soon discontinued.
The attempts
to bring about church union were
nevertheless
continued, though in a
different manner. In the year 1912 it
was publicly announced that the Nor90 -

wegian Synod, which had for so many
church fellowship
years cultivated
with the synods of the Synodical
Conference, had gotten together with
the
United
Norwegian
Lutheran
Church through a common acceptance
of the so-called Madison Theses. Our
Synodical Conference c o n d e m n e d
these as unionistic.
As much as we
yearn for a union in the truth, so
strongly are we opposed to all unionism, which advocat.es a union of
churches at the expense of the truth.
And that was *the case here. The Madison Theses simply place side by side
the false doctrine taught by the Ohio
Synod and the United Norwegian Lutheran Church and the Biblical Lut.heran doctrine of the Synodical Conference concerning the eternal election of the children of God to fait.h
and salvation and declare both to be
equally correct.
Further Efforts for Union
Since 1917
The approach of the Quadricentennial of the Lutheran
Reformation
brought about a revival of the efforts
for a union of the various separate
Lutheran
church bodies of our 161nd.
It was in this Reformation
&17?ricentennial
year of 191.7 that the
Norwegian
Synod, our former sister
synod, the United Norwegian Lutheran Church, and a1s.o the Norwpyian
Hauge Synod united under t.he name:
The Norwegian
Lutheran
Church of
America. which now calls itself simply the Evangelical Lutheran Church.
This merger took place over the open
and silent protest of many pastors
and congregational
members of the
Norwegian
Synod, but it took place
nevertheless.
And with a woun,ded
conscience many remained with the
church created by a majority decision,
Only a few pastors and congregations
found the ,courage and had the selfdenying trust in God to refuse to go
along
with
t h i s God-displeasing
union. They formed in 1918 the ,Norwegian Synod of the American Lutheran Church, which i.n the year
1920 affiliated
with
the Synodical
Conference.
A.fter private negotiations
‘by p&stars from various synodical
camps
-

had continued for a number of years,
their synods took notice of the evident longing to inaugurate
doctrinal
discus,sions for the purpose of attaining a God-pleasing union, by naming
on their part representatives
who
should negotiate in a smaller circle
concerning the controverted points of
doctrine.
As a result, sin,ce 1918,
c0mmittee.s of the Ohio, Iowa, and
Buffalo Synods on the one hand, and
of the Missouri and Wisconsin Synods on the other, met two or three
time,s a year to study anew in careful and thorough discussion the controverted doctrines which lay at the
root of the deplorable discord between
their churches. After ten years deliberations
they submitted
a report
to their synods on the outoome in a
document which is known among us
as the Chicago Theses. They were
rejected in their entirety by the Missouri Synod in its convention of the
year 1929, whereby any possible attempts at clarification
or improvement on the part of the old committee or any new committee to be appointed were naturally
rendered impossible. Meanwhile, more wa.s done
at this synodical convention. For the
evident purpose of preventing as far
as possible
any confusion
which
might easily arise among the church
people, the synod charged a committee, to be named :by its president,
with the duty of setting up theses
which should first clearly set forth,
with regard to each doctrine coming
into
consideration,
the points
on
which disunity
prevails
among the
Lutheran
synods of our land, and
then, in the briefest
possible form
and in simple language intelligible
to the unlearned, offer a positive presentation of the doctrine of the Scriptures and the Confessions.
At the
next triennial convention of the Missouri Synod it adopted the theses set
up by this committee
as a fitting
expression of iits doctrin:al and confessi,onal position.
These theses are
better known under their
English
name, Brief Statement,
than under
the
German,
.“Kurze
Darlegung.”
They were never submitted
to our
synod by Missouri for acceptance or
91 -
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Our synod therefore
has
never taken a position toward the
Brief Statement in a formal resolution. In spite of this, or because it
is so, our silence, the failure to take
a position toward the Brief Statement by synodical resolution,
is so
much the more eloquent testimony to
our agreement with its presentations
in t’hesis and antithesis.
Translated by W.H.M.
(To be continued).

Book Reviews
SynboZs of the Christian

Church

16 pages, 113/h x 83/a. Paper, 35~. Here is a
pamphlet
which will be welcomed
by every
pasta: and every building
committee,
not to
speak of altar guilds
and similar
organizations. For here we have symbols representing
the chief doctrines
of the Christian
Church in
the following
order: The Cross of Christ; The
Ten Commandments;
The Triune God; Prayer;
The Sacraments;
The Believers in Christ; Eternal Life. It is a fine specimen of book-making,
with large, cIear figures in an appealing
setting. The symbcls will serve very well for alI
purposes,
such as selecting patterns for paramer.ts, for medallions
in church windows,
and
for decorations
in general.
The price of the

pamphlet,
considering
the
tents, is very reasonable.

nature

of its

con-

P. E. K.

Our Relations with the
Lutheran Church~Missouri Sped
Published
by the Unicn Committee
of the
Norwegian
Synod. 22 pages, 51/z x 8%. Price,
15~. Luth. Synod Book Company,
Mankato,
Minn. The sub-title
of this pamphlet
is given
in the words: “Have Our Fellowship
Relations
with
the Lutheran
Church-Missouri
Synod
Been Broken?”
Here we have a factual,
objective history of all the efforts toward Lutheran union since 1918, sufficiently
documented
to permit every lover of the truth to convince
himself as to the situation
which obtained and
still obtains
betwben
the Norwegian
Synod
and the Missouri Synod. The author is Professor Geo. Lillegard,
and he does not hesitate
to offer severe criticism
of the false position
taken by the latter body, especially
since the
Confession”
and
adoption
of the “Common
the sending
out of the document
known as
All the chief difficulties
“A Fraternal
Word.”
confronting
the honest searcher for the. truth
are here presented in a clear and comprehensive manner,
and we venture to assert that
all those who are still advocates
and champions of the TRUTH in the Missouri Synod and
in other bodies which are concerned
in the
present controversies
will rejoice at the unequivocal
manner in which
the attitudes
of
appeasement
and compromise
are exDosed.
Our hope is that all those who agree with the
venerable
author wiI1 follow
the admonition
of the apostle in Rom. 16:17.
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