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LORD, MY SHEPHERD
Lord, my Shepherd, Fount of gladness,
I am Thine, Thou art mine:
Hence, all fear and sadness!
I am Thine, for Thou hast bought me’,
With the flood
Of Thy blood
Hast salvation brought me.
Thou art mine, for I embrace Thee,
Firm in faith Unto death
I serenely face Thee.
Let me be with Thee forever
And Thy love
From above
Let it fail me never.

fres., Rev. W. H. McLaughlin,
M.S.T.
Highland Station ,Box 2604, Minneapolis 11, Minn.

Board Member-at-large
and Director
of Public
Relations
Mr. H. A.
Strumpler,
308 Kinloch
Building,
St. Louis 1, ‘MO.

To Uncover the current false doctrines, to Oppose them, and to Warn
against them, especially to unmask
False Lutheran’s and their Aberrations from Scriptures
and the pure
Lutheran
Confessions, including
the
Book
of Concord
of 1580, the
Brief
Statement
of 1932, and our
Confession of Faith.

There, in heaven, I shall behold Thee,
Face to face By Thy grace
In my arms enfold Thee.
All earth’s pain and sore affliction
Shall be gone,
Heaven won
By Thy Benediction.

P. E. K.
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Another Brother In The Faith
Welcomed Into Our Fellowship
By permission of Brother Erick E.
E,rickson, until a few weeks ago. a
pastor
of the (Finnish)
National
%vangelical
Lutheran
Church
#of
America, whose signed copy of our
Confession of Faith is in my files, I
present to our readers the following
extracts
from
his heart-warming
declaration of principles (in an Open
Letter to the Nati{onal Ev. Lutheran
Church of America)
and from his
own
account of the ruthless procedure adopted against him by the president of ,that body.
In the f,ormer document, af,ter laying a solid Scriptural
basis for the
principlea of church fellolwship upon
which he is acting, Pastor Erickson
continues :
“It follows, that, when God’s Word
and i,ts divine authori,ty in doctrinal
matters is shoved aside for the sake
of outward peace and harmony, indifference toward Scriptural practices
comes as a result. Hence, the dances,
merchandising,
card parties, etc., in
the Missouri Synod churches.
“‘The evil spirit of indifferentism
toward the authority
of ‘God’s Word
in matters of doctrine and practice
has spread into the r,anks of the
National
Lutheran
Church, particularly the majority
of its pastors and
officials.
Foll,owing in the footsteps
of the Missouri Synod, the officials
and majori.ty ,of its pastors have condoned and are condoning the evil
practices ,of the Missouri Synod by,
e.g., refusing to recognize the Common Confes,sion and its adoption Iby
the Missouri
Synod as contrary
to
God’s Word, continuing
to train its
ministers in a seminary of the Missouri Synod (the .president of this
seminary is one of the co-authors of
the Common ,Confession. ) Furthermore,
following
Missouri
Synod’s
new interpre;tation
of the doctrine of
prayer-f,ellowshi,p
(invented
for use
by
all
unionist.s),
the
National
Church pastors have become guilty
-

,of violating
God’s Word by their
practice of join,t worship with #the
$ulomi Synod, continually,
at the intersynodical
conferences held by the
two mentioned church bodies. (If we
cannot fellowship
with
,the State
Church of Finland, bow can we with
the representative
of the
State
Church in this country ? ) A ‘Commaon Confession’ with the Suomi Synod is the next .step which is being
taken,
according
to authoritative
sources.
“In the light of what has been
mentioned
in the foregoing
paragraphs, I, the undersigned, prompted
by a conscience bound to ,the truth,
God’s Word, see no other choice but to
withdraw myself ‘as a member of the
National
,Ev. Lutheran
Church of
America.
To stay in the National
Lutheran Church, which at the present time fellowships
with the other
two mentioned churches, would mean
to turn against Christ and His Word.
Christ says: ‘He that is not with Me
is ,against Me’, Matt. 12:30.
“My decisjon to withdraw
as a
member of the ,N.E.L.C. .on Sunday,
January
31st, 1954, may I assure,
did not result from a hasty considbut from much prayerful
eration,
study ,of God’s Word and the condi,tions exi.sting in the church b,odies
memioned in this letter.
Soli Deo Gloria!
(Signed: ) E,rick E. Erickson.”
The following
extracts from a letter giving a brief outline of the confrom
which
followed
sequences
Brother Erickson’s
Scriptural
action
show the N,ational Church following
the ,pattern
now established
by
Missouri and Wisconsin (see Brother
Hallstein’s
narrative
in the preceding issue of our O.L.), but, if possible, with even greater speed and
ruthlessness.
“My announcement
of resignation
from the N.E.LC.
resul#ted in much
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expected commotion
and action on
the part of the N.E.L.C., particularly
its President
J. E. Nopola,
who
came here t,o direct a meeting with
Peter’s
congregation
(Moose
St.
Lake, Minn.)
on Friday,
February
5th, although he slyly announced by
way of the N.E.L.C. Finnish weekly
paper that he is ~co.ming here at that
date to hold services. Naturally
the
meeting was held in the presence of
‘a great .many strangers.
He, af$ter
giving a ‘fair speech’, denying the
Common Confession to be unscriptural, denying that the National Church
is participating
in the sins of Missouri Synod, etc., and after I had reemphasized my stand (I had a difficult time getting the floor), talked
the memblers present into voting ,on
the matter of whether they want to
stay w,ith <the synod or withdraw
from it. Th,e voting took place with
the result that the majority voted in
favor of ,staying with
t,he synod.
Thereupon Nopola announced that I
had been autom,ati,cally ousted as the
pastor of the congregation.
“Here is the situation at present.
Here at Moose Lake, I’m serving a
group which refused to go along with
the synod. .A small independent Lutheran congregation at Lawler, Minn.,
(which was served for fifty
years
by my predecessor) informed me that
they want me to continue as their
pastor.
The independent
congregation at Arthyde, Minn., likewise asked
me to continue serving as its pastor.
The 1as.t twlo congregations
are not
large. but I hope and pray that I
may be able to influence
them in
plans for having weekly services instead of bi-monthly
as their custom
has been.”
We thank God for the acce.ssion
,to our ranks of this brother, who is
not ashamed t,o bear the reproach of
Chri, t for the sake of the Full
Truth of His Word. May ,the Lord
bliess also the faithful
confessors in
his congregations
who are .standing
with him for the Full Truth, and bless
our fellowship !
W.H.M.
-

DIVORCE WITHOUT
MARRIAGE?
,One of the vilest sl,anders to which
‘our Orthlodox Lutheran
Conference
has ever belen subjected occurs in the
1954, issue ,of “FaithFebruary,
Life”, p. 12. We are Iglad to have
the unanimous action of the congregations of our Conference in withdrawing th;e offered hand ,of fellowship from the Wisconsin Synod publicized here or anywhere else, since
this ,action was prompted by faith in
God’s truth and done in obedience to
His Word, “as commanded in Remans
16:1’7”. But to quote this announcement
from
our December,
1953,
Orthodox Lutheran under the heading : “This Adulterous
Generation”,
and the subheading: “Separation
of
Board and B,ed width ,a Bang!” shows
an appalling disregard for truth and
common decency.
When a proposal of fellowship
on
the basis of d{octrinal unity is ijgnored
for two years, and at the end of that
time the Wisconsin Synod in convention assembled takes a position which
destroys the basis upon which such
proposal was made and the president
of that body questions ‘the fact of
such a proposal ever having been
made, we believe we are justified in
inferring
that our proposal has been
rejected, without our becoming guilty
either of spiritual adultery or of sepaation.
Our church body
has at no time
during its existence been under obligations to the Wisconsin Synod; but
,there w,as a time when some at
least among that Synod seemed to
acknowledge
some moral obligations
toward us and our confessional stand:
“It must be clear, therefore, that we
cannot disavow these brethren without disavowing
our own innermost
oonviction.s” (Qua.rtalschrift,
January,
1952, page 59). Those innermost convi,ctions having ,been disavowed by
the corporate body of the Wisconsin
Synod we suppose it is but natural
that this corporate body should disavow also “these brethren”.
But the
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acknowledgment
of such an existent
situation
is hardly
evidence ,of an
The plain
“‘adulterous
,generation.”
fact is that no betrothal
has taken
place; and none shall take place “until such time as #the Evangelical
Lutheran Joint Synod ,of Wisconsin and
Other States can adhere to clear precept of S,cripture.”
W.H.M.

PASTORANDPEOPLE
We read in Acts 20:28: “Take heed
unto the flIock over which the Holy
Ghost hath made you overse.er.” Thus
the Holy Ghost hath ,ordained that
churches shall not be dominated by
God
,an ecclesiastical
overlordship.
answers the prayers #of Christians by
sending unto them a ,true and faithful shepherd by means of their call.
He.nce the true Christians know that
their pastor is not only God’s serv,ant but their servant for Christ’s
sake. The minister therefore knows
that from the moment he accepts the
call and thus beoomes the pastor of
the flock who called him, His is a
responsibility
to Almighty
God for
t;he manner in which He cares for
the flock entrusted to his care. He
will neither steal another’s sheep nor
lose any of those given him by God.
Neither
will
the member
of a
Christian oongreigation having a pastor sent by God seek counsel, worcommunion,
etc., elsewhere.
ship,
Pastor and people united in a fellowship by God will not allow any
or prophet to enter
other “pastor”
into the fold. Theirs is a divinely
ordained
unit
which
God’s Word
rules, guides, and saves. A churchman entering into such a unit without the express knowledge and consent of th*e parish and especially the
God-appointed
leader or pastor is a
hireling
of men ,and liveth in gross
-

sin. Likewise
a member of such
Christian
con.gregation
over which
God has placed and kep.t a loving and
faithful
shepherd, must not seek help
or condone interference
from “outside.” Allowing
visitors and officials,
etc., to enter “by another door” or
“under the fence,” is worse than being an hyprocite
or an ignorant
“goat” or a ravaging “wolf.” As true
disciples of Jesus the Christ we bow
alone to His Clear Wlord, and always
with joy.”
True orthodoxy, in its very essence
and nature, is productive of spiritual
life. The Word of God is “quick and
powerful,”
and so are all those who
truly cling to that Living Word, who
are truly orthodox. The Word of God
produces, in and through those who
believe it and trust in it, that unto
which it is sent, namely faith and
spiritual
life, the fruit of ,a living
faith.

The Old Potter
An old potter, who was shaping the
clay into the desired shape with his
hands, was asked by a visitor: “Why
don’t you h,ave machinery to do that ?I’
The old man replied: “We have tried
all kinds of machinery,
and failed;
somehow it needs the human touch.”
God has work that can not be done ,by
machinery. (H. F. Sayles.)
Perhaps this little
announcement
will bring us the location of a used
copy of the Concordia Cyclopedia?

PLEASEI: In sending orders for releases or ordering or re-subscribing
to the ORTHODOX
LUTHJZRAN
do
not send check to the Orthodox Lutheran Conference but to the ORTHODOX L U T H E R A N. Subscriptions
glake excellent gifts.
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FAITH
VI.
(As defined
Apology

and described
in the
of the Augustana.)

In all our discussions on the topic
of faith we have found that the term,
no matter how much its meaning was
widened to include, for example, trust
in the Word of God, trust in God Himself, or even the confession of the
truth, it is always connected with the
fundamental
idea, namely that to believe means to accept the fruit
of
Christ’s redemption,
to rely on the
fact that we, who are sinners, ‘are acceptable to God for the sake of our
one and only Lord.
For that reason it is very interesting and instructive
to take nate of
the manner in which all the Lutheran
confessions, specifically
the Apology
of the Augsburg Confession, speak of
faith. Article IV of that Confession
has the heading “Of Justification,”
the
English caption being the same as the
Latin, while the German has, “How
We May Become Pious and Just Beteaching
fore God.” The Scriptural
on this primary
article has tbeen set
forth in the Augsburg Confession, but
the opponents, in their so-.called “Confutation,”
had rejected the Scriptural
te,aching. For that reason Melanchthon presents a discussion of this most
important
topic in great detail. The
fundamental
teaching of Holy Scripture, namely that “men obtain remission of sins, not becaase of their
own merits, but freely, for Christ’s
sake, through faith,”
had been condemned by the papal theologians and
therefore
it was necessary to emphasize the truth ‘once more, with
sufficient
proof
taken
from
Holy
Writ.
Strewn throughout
the discussion
we find definitions
and dsscriptions
of saving faith which ‘all men everywhere will do well to remember, since
their soul’s salvation
depends upon
their acceptance of this truth, We
read : “Hence we find fault with the
adversaries,
equally
because they
-

teach only the righteousness
of the
Law, and because they do not teach
the righteousness of the Gospel, which
proclaims the righteousness
of faith
in Christ.” The way thus having been
prepared by removing false notions,
the section headed “What Is Justifying Faith ?” goes into details. The
text reads : “Faith is that my whole
heart takes to itself this treasure. It
is not my doing, not my presenting or
giving, not my work or preparation,
but that a heart comforts itself, and
is perfectly confident with respect to
this, namely, that God makes a present and gift to us, and not we to Him,
that He sheds upon us every treasure
of grace in Christ.”
“By faith God
wishes to be worshipped in this way,
that we receive from Him. those things
which He promises and offers.” “For
faith justifies and saves, not on the
ground that it is a work in itself
worthy, but only because it receives
the promised mercy,” that is, faith is
not, properly speaking, a work of man
at all, but an activity wrought by the
Holy Spirit. Again we read: “To believe is to trust in the merits of Christ,
that for His sake God certainly wishes to be reconciled with us. . . . ‘To be
justified’
means that out of unjust
men just men are made, or born
again, it means also that they are pronounced or accounted just.”
In the section which is headed,
“That We Obtain Remission of Sins
by Faith Alone i,n Christ,” the emphasis is placed on the remission of
sins. We read: “We gain the victory
through Christ. How? By faith, when
we comfort ourselves by confidence
in the mercy promised for Christ%
sake.” “‘Remission of sins is something
promised
for Christ’s
sake.
Therefore it cannot be received except by faith alone.” “We therefore
will add testimonies
which clearly
declare that faith is that very righteousness by which we are accounted
righteous ‘before God, namely, not bec’ause it is a work that is in itself
worthy, but because it receives the
promise by which God has promised
that for Christ’s sake He wishes to be
propitious to those believing in Him.“,
So we again have the assurance that
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faith is saves, not in i.tself, but thecause it grasps the merit of Christ.
“Faith,
properly
so called, is that
which assents to the promise, because
the promise cannot be received except
by faith. But faith, properly so called,
is that which assents to the promise,
when my heart, and the Holy Ghost in
my heart says: The promise of God
is true and certain. Of this faith
Scripture speaks. And because it receives the remission of sins and reconciles us to God, by this faith we ‘are,
like Abraham,
accounted righteous
,for Christ’s sake before we love and
do the works of the Law, although
love necessarily follows.” Even in the
article on “Love and the Fulfilling
of
the Law” these thoughts are brought
out time and again, as when we are
told: “Faith is that which freely apprehends God’s mercy on account of
God’s Word.” These excerpts plainly
show that faith and justification
by
faith are fundamental
in the life of
every true Christian.
P. E. K.

THE CHRISTIAN
HOME
God Established or Instituted
Holy Marriage
It is a strange thing that many
anthropologists,
that is, men who
study and teach the science which
deals with the origin, development,
races, customs, and beliefs of mankind, have been influenced by the various theories of evolution to believe
that marriage
was not originally
monogamy, that is, the marriage
of
one man and one woman. Such tien
(and women) often with ,a great show
of learning, and basing their claims
on the idea of evolution, make the
claim that promiscuity,
that is, free
cohabitation
of men and women, was
the original manner in which the human race was propagated. When humankind reached $ higher state of
civilization,
they say, we find polygamy, that is, one- man having many
wives, or polyandry, that is, one woman having many husbands or men.
-

They also claim that monogamy, that
is, the m’arriage of one man and one
woman, is a very late development
in the history of various races -and
nations.
Over ag,ainst such foolish claims
we have the plain teaching of Holy
Writ that God Himself
established
holy marriage in the ‘Garden of Eden.
After the Lord had made Adam and
placed him in that beautiful
park
which is properly known as Paradise,
He Himself stated that “it is not good
that the man should be alone,” and so
He dec&d to “make him an help meet
of
for him,” since the companionship
beasts ‘alone did not prove adequate
to satisfy the need of fellowship. And
so, during a deep sleep which the
Lord caused to fall upon Adam, He
took one of the ribs of the man and
out of it built or fashioned a woman
and brought her to Adam.
The. words of institution
of holy
matrimony
plainly state: “Therefore
shall a ,man le’ave his father and his
mother and shall cleave unto his wife;
and they shall be one flesh.” Gen.
2:24. Cp. Eph. 6:28-31. In this act of
instituting
holy matrimony
the Lord
brought Eve to Adam, and Adam acknowledged her as his wife. It was
not the act of #cohabitatio,n that effected holy marriage,
but the mutual
agreement
to be man and wife. It
was the meeting
of minds which
established matrimony,
according to
God’s will and order.
To this day it is God’s will and order that the meeting of minds of one
man and one woman who are fit for
marriage
and are not hindered by
Scriptural
or legal considerations,
with the consent or permission of the
parents, brings about the state of holy
matrimony.
It is not the ceremony
before a pastor or a justice of the
peace that establishes holy wedlock,
nor even the license permitting
such $
ceremony (the latter being necessary
oinly for the sake of public decency),
but that mutual consent which is
properly called a rightful
betrothal.
And it is this consent which, all other
things being equal, binds man and
woman together in holy wedlock, the
consent which we commonly designate
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as a betrothal or an engagement. This
teaching is not a development of Germanic custom, or of Jewish notions,
but it is clearly stated in the Word of
God. When Jacob loved Rachel and
served Laban for her seven years,
with the full understanding
that she
belonged to him, he told Laban, “Give
me my wife.” Gen. 29 :21. The marriage ceremony had not yet been performed, but the mutual pledges had
been given, and so that ,marriage
status had been established.
The truth of this statement is borne
out also by many other passages
throughout the Bible. In Deut. 22:2327 the Lord clearly teaches that a betrothed virgin was reg,arded as the
respective man’s wife, and the law
pert:aining t.o fornicators and adulterers was applied to transgressors.
In
SGen. l9:14 we read of Lot’s sons-inlaw, obviously before the marriage
ceremony had taken place. In Matt.
1:18-25 M,ary is repeatedly called the
wife of Joseph, and that “before they
came together.” Hence it was not the
civil ceremony whi.ch established holy
wedlock, but the promise given at the
time of the betrothal. Even in the pic-
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rightful
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Existing
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torial language of the Bible, specifically of the New Testament, as in the
Song of Solomon, the bride (or the
bride-to-be, as we might put it in our
days) before the formal wedding ceremony, was called the wife of the
groom-to-be. Rev. 21:2, 9.
We *are ,bound to conclude, therefore, that the definitions found in various Lutheran authors are thoroughly
Scriptural.
Luther,
who condemns
clandestine promises of marriage with
great vehemence, writes:
“It
is a
marriage just as well after the public
betrothal as after the wedding ceremony.” (St. Louis Ed., IO, 922. 930.)
Walther puts it just as briefly: “A
rightful
.betrothal is, with regard to
its obligation, to be considered equal
to a consummated m,arriage.”
(Pastorale, pU 225.) The same is stated by
other sound, conservative teachers of
the Lutheran Church and also in the
exposition of Luther’s Small Catechi,sm which is in general use in t,he
Missouri Synod. Hence it is necessary
that the Scriptural
doctrine
of a

2604

Minn.

P. E. K.
-
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Wisconsin Follows
Missouri Synod
How? In the practice of publishing the names of pastors who
have resigned from their church
body without mentioning the
REASON. We will state the
reason briefly : Because these
pastors who have resigned from
the Lutheran Church - Missouri
Synod, or from the &oint Synod
of Wisconsin and Other States,
or now also from the Finnish
National Lutheran Church were
compelled to do so for reasons of
conscience ; because they could
no longer tolerate the errors in
doctrine ‘and practice and would
become a partaker of other
men’s sins (I Tim. 592) by remaining in heterodox church
bodies where the truth of Scripture is being kicked around in
every way possible to avoid a
faithful
confession of God’s
name.
The worst remark of all which
used to be added consistently
was this: “(Therefore) he is ineligible for a call.” As though we
had to ask some church body
first whether we could call a
truly God-fearing Christian ministerial candidate, student, or
ordained pastor as the shepherd
of our flock, be the flock large or
small. Just who has the authority to deny a man a call to a
Christian congregation if a man
can be found who will abide by
the full truth of God’s Word as
any Christian congregation desires of its pastor? Is there
ANY church body big enough?
No, not now, or in the future.
Y,our Subscription
expires in the
month designated with your address.

Lutheran Cronfessions.
And Electiion
In the Declaratio#n of the Formula
of Concord we read-“In
this His
counsel, purpo.se, an,d ordination God
has prepared salvation not only in
general, but has in grace considered
and chosen to salvation each and every
person of the elect who are to be
saved through Christ, also ordained
that in the way just mentioned, HE
WILL by His gr’ace, gifts, and efficacy, ,bring them thereto, aid, promote, STRENGTHEN
and PRESERVE THEM.”
(F.C. Art. XI.)
The Formula also states: “The! eternal election” (namely the election of
persons, which embraces this decree
‘to preserve them) “is a cause which
procures, works, helps, and promotes
our salvation and what pertains thereto,” hence preserving faith also, “and
upon this &r s$lvation is so firmly
grounded that the gates of hell shall
not prevail against it.”
Therefore
shall
false
prophets,
false teachers, false confessions never
be able to deceive the elect of God in
Christ, for they cannot be deceived,
THEY ARE ELECT, and God has decreed that HE WILL strengthen and
preserve them unto the end - unto
heaven.
We ask a simple question: Is this
the positive ‘assurance and comfort
found in the “Common Confession”
Df the Missouri Synod and the A.L.C. ?
We stand by the old doctrine of Scriptures quoted above, but we cannot
tolerate or condone, much less confess
the dogma of the “Common Confession” either on election or justification. A thorough study of ‘the Scriptures and the Lutheran
Confessions
will soon show the examiner very
clearly that Missouri has changed her
doctrinal
position.
She refuses to
speak the unadulterated
truth and
condemn all errors ‘against that sacred
truth on fundamentals
or non-fundamentals, either of the two types of
doctrines
still being doctrines and
therefore inviolable.
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TRADITION IS
NOT HISTORY
It is a strange phenomenon in
the history and work of the
Church that certain accounts and
stories have been transmitted
since ancient times and have become a part of the Church’s
stock-in-trade. This may seem to
many observers harmless enough,
but there is nevertheless a definite
danger connected with the situation. There are many people who
look upon many traditions
as
Gospel truth, which they would
not give up at any price. It may
not be amiss, therefore, if we look
at a few of these traditions and
find out how much we may accept.
Let us take, first, the account of
“three” wise men, the Biblical version of which is found in Matthew
2. Tradition
is very emphatic
about the number, and this is apparently supported by the gifts
that are mentioned, gold, frankincense, and myrrh. We are even
told the alleged names of the
“three,”
namely, Kaspar, Melchior, and Balthasar, one of whom
is said to have been an Ethiopean. Nothing of this is found in the
story as recorded in the Gospel of
St. Matthew. It is a human fabrication, and it was carried through
the late Middle Ages chiefly by
the liturgical plays, as based on
apocryphal accounts; In this connection we are constrained
to
point out also that the wise men
did not arrive to find the Babe
lying in the manger. The story in
Matthew rather seems to point to
the passing of considerable time
from the first appearance of the
star, especially
since the wise
men stopped at Jerusalem, and
the determination
of the Christ-

child’s birth-place must also have
taken some time. Matthew 2 must
not be placed on the same level
with Luke 2. All in all, it is far
better to assume that Joseph took
up the work of his craft as woodworker in Bethlehem, until he was
directed by the angel to flee to
QYPt-

While we are talking about the
birth of the Savior, we might also
take note of the fact that, while
He was laid in a manger, the
Bible story does not tell us whether there were any animals, such
as an ox and an ass, whose feedbox was occupied by Mary’s
Babe. That story is also based
upon an apocryphal
account,
which, according to tradition, is
connected with a Latin version of
the prophet Habakkuk.
The situation is even more serious with regard to another incident, one which even involves the
honor of a saintly woman. We
know that the Church formerly
had a day devoted to Mary Magdelene, and that the story told in
Luke 7:36-50 was referred to her.
The woman who was a sinner is
identified
with
Mary
Magdelene, presumably
because
of
the reference, in Chapter 8:2, that
Christ had driven seven devils
out of her. But we have no statement that the devil of harlotry
was driven out of Mary Magdelene, and the identification
of
Mary of Bethany with her has no
foundation of fact. Professor A. T.
Robertson is right when he states:
“This anointing has nothing in
common with the account given
in Luke, except the fact of a woman’s anointing the Savior’s feet,
and the name Simon, which was
common. The former was in Galilee; this is at Bethany near Jerusalem. There the host despised
the woman who anointed, here
50 -

her brother is one of the guests,
and her sister an active attendant. There the woman was ‘a’sinner,’ a notoriously bad woman,
here is the devout Mary, who ‘sat
at the Lord’s feet and heard His
Word,’ months before. There the
host thought it strange that Jesus
allowed her to touch, here the
disciples complain of the waste.
There the Savior gave assurance
of forgiveness, here of perpetual
and world-wide honor. Especially
notice that here the woman who
anoints is anticipating His speedy
death and burial, of which at the
former time He had never distinctly spoken. In view of all these differences it is absurd to represent
the two anointings as the same
and outrageous on such slender
ground to cast reproach on Mary
of ’ Bethany.” (Harmony, p. 187,
footnote.)
P. E. K.

Truth Sh.till Stand
Dr. C. P. Krauth makes a fine statement in his “CONSERVATIVE
REFORMATION”
which reads as follows:
“We dare not be satisfied simply with
recognition as Christians over against
Dhe JEW, because we confess that the
Rule of Faith, of which the New Testament is ti part, has taught us faith
in Jesus Christ. We dare not be satisfied simply with recognition as holding the (true) Catholic Faith as embodied in the three General Creeds,
over against heresies of various forms
and shades. Christian believers holding the faith Catholic we are-but
we
are, besides, Protestant, rejecting the
authority of the Papacy; Evangelical,
gl Drying in the grace of the Gospel;
and Lutheran, holding the doctrines
of that Church, of which the Reformation is the child-n,ot
only those in
which all Christendom or a large part
of it coincides with her, but the MOST
DISTINCTIVE
of her distinctive doctrines, though in the maintenance of
-

them she stood alone.” (Pg. 168.) We
must indeed teach the FULL TRUTH
of God’s Word, confess the WHOLE
SCRIPTURE
and EACH PART of
Scripture,
adding nothing,
omitting
nothing, thus giving all honor to God,
and do it with all our might,Aeven if it
should mean that we stand alone. We
cannot do otherwise, God help us!
Again w.e note a very significant
statement
worthy of our attention:
“It is the distinctive
position of the
Reformation
with which, over ‘against
Rome, it stands or falls, that that
which properly
constitutes,
defines,
and perpetuates
in unity a Church,
is its DOCTRINE,
not its name or
organization.
While a Church retains
its proper identity it retains of necessity its proper doctrine.” “Deserti,ng
it,s doctrine it loses its identity.”
A
man may cease to be Lutheran, but
Lutheran doctrine remains Lutheran
doctrine. “That is not a Lutheran
Church, in the proper and historical
sense, which cannot ex animo declare
that it shares in the accord and unanimity with which EACH of the Doctrines of the Augsburg
Confession
was SET FORTH.” (365) True indeed.
Not what a church body states in its
constitution
but what
is actually
taught in its pulpits, classrooms, bible
classes, publicly and privately, brands
that body for what she is. To accept
mew doctrine is to have a new religion.
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WHAT’S

WHAT?

THE RSV BIBLE
after another,
One advertisement
one favorable
review after another,
‘after another,
one adverse criticism
but the RSV goes on its merry way
into many homes simply upon the recommendation of another without due
examination
of the facts, or because
it is popular to own a copy.
It is pleasing indeed to see that
Bible students are beginning to study
and evaluate the new revised version
of the Bible in its proper light, observing certain defects as most serious bec’ause they endanger the faith
of all Christians. Further study will
prove that most of the errors of
translation, omissions, etc., are closely
knit together with the distinct purpose of destroying
the very foundations of the Christian
religion.
Of
course the charge sounded harsh when
first made. Bu.t sooner or later ,any
one sincerely interested will ask the
question: Why is it that so many men
who have .‘always had a good reput.ation for their thorough study and exposition of Scripture have found fault
and from the very beginning noticed
the errors in key passages? Surely
there must be something to the constant flow of criticism. Hence begins
an honest searching and researching
until the conclusion is reached that
such men are right after all. Once the
unders’anding is opened by the grace
of God, the evil thread of heresy can
be traced throughout the book.
We rejoice to see a well-known
American Lutheran Church theologian
in the last issue of the Lutheran
STANDARD
demonstrate most clearly that the RSV translation
of Isaiah
7:14 is definitely
false and must be
corrected. Dr. Emch says, “In Matthew 13,
where we are told of the
fulfillment
of that prophecy, thank
God, we have the word VIRGIN. The
-

offensive
footnote
should not be
there.” And again, “This new version
contains a number of serious mistakes.” We agree wholeheartedly
and
wish to remind our readers that ‘“a
little leaven leavens the whole lump.”
We must reject all the errors, as soon
as they appear, even in the RSV.
We here add a little footnote that is
not out of place. Dr. Emch also states,
“But with this new RSV in our hands
I am convinced that we are nearer the
original Bible than we were at any
time since the days of the apostles.”
There seems to be a slight inconsisten,cy. This last sentence is still a
whole-hearted
recommendation.
Like
t,he salesman of used cars says, “Here
is a fine car, the main bearings are
out, but she really looks swell with
that new paint job.”

THE LUTHERAN
MERGER
It is “well-planned and developed at this stage already,” as
we read in the reports of the
various church periodicals of
such bodies interested and in
fact pledged toward that goal.
The plans are expos,ed a little at
a time. As we suspected, the
.plans concerning the place and
position of the local congregation and the ministry of the
church bodies reveal that these
will quite definitely lose all their
identity and independence an,d
autonomy. To be sure, the lay
people are receiving the copies
of official papers, with well-balanced and speciously directed interpretations of things as various editors “see them.” But we
simply say : “God help those who
love the liberty which He gives
Christians
in His inviolable
Wor,d.”
The plans as indicated thus
far prop ose a hierarchical
church, pure and simple. Re52 -

gardless of any explanations and
interpretations
of editors and
,authors, etc., the reports of the
various c.ommittees MUST BE
TAKEN
AT FACE VALUE,
and must be stu.died in the light
of the past historical development of the respective church
bodies involved in the merger
plans. May all our readers take
it upon themselves to admonish
any friends and acquaintances
within the bodies planning the
merger to study the reports
most th.oroughly, ;and in grtoups,
with all help available to know
the truth, that they may perceive and avoid the errors and
evils at this time, and not corn-plain after everything is sai.d
and done. More and more we can
understand the refusal of the
L.F.C. to become a “part” of the
merger, but-why
does she continue to practice, and even plan
for fellowship ? Of course, the
other bodies involved believe
that by patient forebearance and
constant association the desired
union and eventual unity will
result.

Danger iof Indifference
A family perished, not long ago, by
a fire in their own house. They were
not consumed by the flames, ,but suffocated by the smoke. No blaze was
visible at all, nor could any alarming
sign of fire be discovered from the
street, and yet death came as effectually upon them as if they had been
burned to ashes.
Thus is sin fatal in its consequences,
few being destroyed by outrageous
forms of it, flaming up with lurid
glare, but multitudes perishing by the
stifiing smoke of indifference and spiritual slumber. (J. N. Norton.)
PLEASE

REPORT ANY CHANGES
OF ADDRESS
immediately
so as to avoid errors.

WHY?
We have before us a copy of a
monthly magazine of six pages,
which, as a final note states, “is
published
monthly
in sections
with ecclesiastical
approbation
by the Benedictine Fathers, Benet
Lake, Wisconsin.” This particular
number is section three, issued
September, 1948. The heading of
this section is CHURCH MEMBERSHIP, and the content of the leaflet is characterized by the question placed at the head of the entire discussion: “Does the Catholic
Church teach that she alone is the
true Church of God in this world,
that only her ministers speak with
divine authority, and that all men
who would be saved must belong
to her?” The threefold question is
answered in a very bold and definite manner by asserting that the
answer must be an unequivocal
“Yes.”
But let us take a closer look at
the arguments advanced in support of this claim.
In the first place, the writer is
hopelessly confused as to the
meaning of the word “church,”
since he insists that the reference
is to the visible body of what is
now known as the Roman Catholic Church, whereas the Lord
was referring to the “holy Christian Church, the communion of
saints,” that is, the invisible body
of the Master, which is so beautifully described in the letters of
the Apostle Paul, chiefly in Colossians and Ephesians. What is now
called the Roman Catholic Church
was not founded by Tesus Christ,
but is a sect which originated in
the sixteenth century, as a result
of the Council of Trent ( 1545-63).
Before that, so far as visible organizations are concerned, there
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(Continued

on next page)

was only what has been termed
the Canono-Catholic
Church ,
whose confessions were those
which are known as the Ecumen
ical Creeds, the Nicene, the Apostolic, and the Athanasian. Everything else that was found in the
Church before the Reformation
and forced upon the congregations, was the work of false teachers, especially such as were connected with the papal court. In
other words, the Temple of the
Church’s structure was clean, but
the building had been contaminated by the blasphemies
of
many
false teachers
of the
Church.
In the second place, we find the
bold statement that “the Apostles
and their legitimate
successors
are the only persons in this world
who teach with divine authority.”
Then what are we to think about
Barnabas and Apollos and Silas
and Timothy and Titus and the
many other men who were placed
in charge of congregations by the
mediate call of these organizations themselves? And we may
well ask, on the basis of historical
facts: Who really are, on the
strength of plain facts of history,
the legitimate successors of the
apostles? When we study the
great schism of the 14th century
and consider that there were
sometimes two, and even three,
popes .who issued maledictions
against one another, we ask:
Where, then, is the so-called
Apostolic Succession? Answer: It
is .a figment of imagination
invented by the false teachers in
the Roman Catholic sect.
In the third place the statement
is made that “St. Paul excluded a
c e r t a i n Corinthian
from the
Church because of a notorious
moral offense ( 1 Cor. 5: 13).” However, an unprejudiced reading of
-

that chapter will immediately satisfy the reader that Paul did not
act for his own person, but urged
the congregation
to institute
church discipline against the offender.
In the fourth .place, we find another daring
claim: “He who
comes to know that the Catholic
Church is the one society instituted by our Lord for the salvation
of men is bound under pain of
eternal damnation to affiliate with
her.” This bold assertion has, in
part, been answered above. And
we here add that every one who
becomes affiliated with the Roman sect immediately jeopardizes
his chances for salvation and, if
he honestly embraces the many
falsehoods of the Pope’s Church
will certainly forfeit his assurance
of salvation, for the chief error of
the sect is this, that it rejects the
way of salvation by grace, for
Christ’s sake, through faith.
Let every true Christian beware
of the ‘propaganda leaflets and
advertisements which are spread
broadcast by the Roman sect, for
they will lead into error and rejection of the fundamental teaching
of Holy Writ.
P. E. K.

Announcement
Divine services are being conducted
at the present time and in the future,
regularly,
in Duluth, Mirmesota,
in
Woodbine, Iowa, Des Moines, Iowa,
Moose L,ake, Lawler,
and Arthyde
Minn., by pastors and students of the
O.L.C. For ‘particulars
please write
to this office. A new mission has likewise been opened in the city of St.
Louis, MO., #and divine services have
begun in Milwaukee, Wis.
TRUTH
FEARS
NOTHING
BUT
CONCEALMENT
Dare to be brave-but
Truth will out!
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WAIT ON THE LORD
(A Meditation)
The Church of God, namely the
whole number of true believers in
Jesus Christ, who ‘confess His Name
(His Word) among men, has often
been in a low, languishing,
and to all
human appearances, in a desperate
condition.
Indeed, many have suffered, sorrowed, groaned and perished
under the cross of Jesus. But always
there was the good and gracious God
to lift His people .out of th$eir distress, encourage them, uphold them
*‘with the right hand of His righteousness”, cheer them and comfort them.
Through the Lord and Redeemer the
Christian conquers all things.
How should you feel when troubles
and cares weigh you down?
Beside
recognizing the gracious hand of ‘God
the F’ather in all things, remember to
trust in His power and wisdom and
above all in .His mercy and sweet
compassion. He loves us dearly. His
Son #came to die for us and make us
His ,own children.
Because He purchased us to be His own, He cannot
leave us nor forsake us. He will
abide with us, stand at our side amid
the gloom ,and also when storms and
distress come upon us, saying “It is
“Be lof good courI, be not afraid”.
age !”
Friend, when in doubt, cumbered
with a lo.ad of cares, fearful,
dismayed, perplexed, disconsolate, look
to Jesus, “wait on the Lord”, trust
also in Him, Go to *His Word, and
there He will guide, strengthen, comfort, even lift you up to newer joys,
to peace and rest unknown before, at
the same time filling
your believing
heart with a deep sense ,of gratitude
and hope which nothing of this materialistic
and naturalistic
world
can ever remove or destroy. The
pages of Scripture are always there
of that
for you to read. Drinking
water of life you shall never thirst.
And pray, unceasingly, knowing that
whatsoever you shall ask the Father
in the name of Jesus Christ the
eternal Truth, the Father will give
-

it you. Wait, on the Lord. And he
will bring it to -pass. “There shall
no evil befall thee,” saith the Lord,
thy Redeemer.

Luther Recasts Huss’s
Greta1 Hymn on
The Lord’s Supper
that John Huss,
who was burned at the stake during
the Council of Constance, in 1415,
clung to the teaching of Holy Writ
on the Lord’s Supper, also in his in
sistence that the Sacrament must be
celebrated under both kinds, the corn’
municants receiving both the bread
artd the wine. He was not as clear in
his teaching as Luther, but, like Uric*
lif, he made great progress in oppos
ing the papal falsehoods, and he of/
fered a dogmatic explanation of the
elements of the Lord’s Supper. Huss’s
hymn was a great favorite in his own
country and was probably sung in
both Latin and Bohemian.
When Luther undertook to para’
phrase and recast the hymn, he ap’
proached the Scripture teaching of
the Lord’s Supper from another angle.
He was concerned chiefly about the
significance and use *of the Sacrament,
so that the individual communicant,
in using this hymn, may properly pre’
pare himself for a worthy reception.
With the exception of the first two
stanzas, there is scarcely a thought in
Luther’s hymn which is identical with
that of its model. In other words, Lu
ther took his incentive from the Latin
hymn of Huss, and then remodeled
and recast it in keeping with his pure
pose. And it is particularly significant
that Luther adheres so closely to the
questions of the Catechism. If we
follow the sequence of the hymn as
given in the Lutheran Hymnal (No.
3 11)) abbreviated from ten to eight
stanzas, we find that stanzas 1 and 2
offer an answer to the question : Why
It is well
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was the Sacrament of the Altar insti#
tuted? the explanation stating that the
Lord desired to transmit to all believ
ing communicants the ,fruit of His bit/
ter suffering, the proof of His undy#
ing love, so that forgiveness of sins,
life, and salvation are given in the
Sacrament. Luther then takes up the
question of the worthy reception of
the Eucharist. It is necessary that the
worthy communicant lay aside all
selfrighteousness and sbelievewith his
whole heart that the death of God’s
Son is, as it were, placed before the
believer in the Sacrament. The communicants are referred in particular
to the gracious invitation of the Savior

tso come to Him and to receive His
grace and favor. All their own works
must be cast aside lest any person
might presume to be his own Savior.
The last stanza of the hymn shows us
what is the fruit of a truly worthy
reception of the Lord’s Supper, name/
ly that the believer will be Christ’s
welcome guest and will show his gra#
titude in a life of new obedience.
Luther’s hym,n appeared in the Er/
furt Enchiridion and in Walter’s
hymnbook of 1524, and has since been
used in hymnbooks throughout the
Lutheran worl,d.
(After Lambert .)
P. E. K.
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