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Lent is a church season used. for the special consider ation of
our Savior’s passion. The observance of Lent goes back to the
earliest period of the Christian Church.
At first, in the early Christian Church, there were forty hours
of fasting and mourning to signify the time between the death
and resurrection of the Savior. Now we have forty days from
Ash Wednesday to Easter. The days counted do not include the
Sundays in Lent.
The choice of a forty-day
period may have
been determined by the length of Christ’s fasting in the wilderness
where He was tempted of the devil.

Of Redemption
We teach that in the fulness of time the eternal Son of God
was ,made man by assuming, from the Virgin Mary through the
operation of the Holy Ghost, a human nature like unto ours, yet
without sin, and rece’iving it into His divine person.
Jesus Christ is therefore “true God, begotten of -the Father
from eternity, and also true man, born of the Virgin Mary,” true
God and true man in one undivided and indivisible person.
The purpose of this miraculous incarnation of the Son of God
was that He might become the Mediator
between God and men,
both fulfilling the divine Law and suffering and dying in the place
of mankind.
In this manner God has reconciled the whole sinful world unto
Himself, Gal. 4:4-5; 3:13; 2 Cor. 5:18-19.
Brief Statement, par. 8.
Lord Jesus, we give thanks to Thee
That Thou hast died to set us free;
Made righteous thro’ Thy precious blood,
We now are reconciled to God.
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The February

Oak

Park

Pres. J. W. Behnken and Vice
President Grumm came to the February 6 meeting of the Chicago
Study Club at Oak Park, Ill., to
teach Missourians that they should
avoid the Orthodox Lutheran Conference, have no fellowship
with
OLC congregations and pastors. This
teaching has the support also of the
MO. Synod College of Presidents,
as was said at Oak Park and as may
be seen from the published statement in letter form, sent to all
pastors of the MO. Synod under date
of Feb. 11.
At Oak Park last November 28,
Pres. Behnken had declared that
Missouri’s members should avoid the
OLC because it had broken off fellowship relations w i t h corporate
Missouri. In the new statement this
is repeated, and the following
is
added:
66
. . . just as soon as the officers
and members of the Orthodox Lutheran Conference withdraw the assertion that the Lutheran 9C h u r c hMissouri Synod as a corporate body
must be avoided on the basis of
Romans 16, 17 and are ready to deal
with us as brethren we shall be
ready to meet them as brethren and
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The Behnken Statement includes
choice quotations from the official
OLC Proceedings. What is quoted
above. represents the conclusion of
the matter:’ Avoid the OLC, have no
fellowship
with its congregations
and pastors. Why? Because the OLC
applied Romans 1.6.against corporate
Missouri.
The Be hn k en Statement, was
somewhat lost .-in the Oak Park de-
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discuss with them the differences
which they have set forth .as existing.”
During the course of the February
debate, Vice President Grumm indicated that the MO. Synod officials
would meet with OLC officials, but
not as brethren. This idea is found
in a postscript to the Feb. 11 letter.
It reads: :
“P. S. Since the offer to meet as
brethren was declined an effort is
now being made to meet on the
basis of ‘presidents of the t w o
church bodies.’
“J.W.B.”
NOTE: What does this mean or as somemeeting as “brethren”
thing telse? The distinction is a side
issue. But if it is necessary, we will
have more to say on it soon.
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bate. And even the OLC was set
aside in this debate. The Chicago
Study Club men insisted on discussing causes. The exception to this was
that the meaning of “corporate Missouri” was debated because it is used
by the OLC and in the Behnken
Statement.
“Corporate

Missouri”

Pres. Behnken and his aides insist that if you sever relations with
the synodical organization, you cannot contiinue to have church fellowship with any of the members that
make up the organization. In other
words, the OLC has quit corporate
Missouri, therefore members of that
corporate body must avoid the OLC.
Last Fall the OLC men quit corporate Missouri because it tolerates
the 1945 Chicago Statement
and
because it adopted the 1950 Common
Confession. But since there are many
still in the MO. Synod who oppose
the Chicago
Statement and the
Common Confession, OLC men have
or seek fellowship
with such Missourians. The OLC people also have
or seek fellowship with all people
in the Synodical Conference who
oppose the Chicago Statement and
the Common Confession.
The debate last month at Oak
Park again favored the OLC against
corporate Missouri. The debate was
between Pres. Behnken
and his
aides and members of the Chicago
Study
Club.
But it was inconclusive because the members of the
CSC insisted on debating causes
while the MO. Synod officials evidently aimed at ,making. their antiOLC statement stick.
The

Existing

Differences

The Behnken Statement refers to
.di.fferences which the OLC has set
forth as existing. These .differences
are the disputes about” the Chicago
Statement, the Common Confession,
and present-day
MO. Synod hierarchy. All these were touched on.
But they are all there whether or
not the OLC is considered.
A.nd OLC officers and members
have not- asked ‘to meet with MO.
Synod officials .for discussions. The

existing differences are in the MO.
Synod; the OLC men have left it.
The problem for corporate Missouri is this: Men who are still members of corporate M.issouri object
on the basis of Scripture
to its
handling of the Chicago Statement
and the Common Confession and to
its hierarchical trend.
The teaching of the Be hnken
Statement itself makes a kind of
hierarchy out of the MO. Synod because it requires all members of
corporate Missouri to avoid fellowship with OLC people. The Behnken
Statement adds a matter of difference in church polity or church
government
that further
disturbs
and disrupts the MO. Synod as such.
The ex.isting differences are widespread in the whole Synodical Conference. And all these things came
out more or less in the February
Oak Park debate. No doubt the
same things will be debated at the
1952 meeting of the Synodical Conference next August.
Romans

16: 17

Romans 16 is a word of God that
requires us to avoid those who cause
divisions and offenses contrary to
Scripture. The Behnken Statement
requires members of corporate Missouri to avoid OLC people. It makes
this requirement because OLC men
have separated themselves from corporate Missouri and have applied
Romans 16:17 against it. What a confusion we have here! And that confusion will continue and. grow in
Missouri until the real caum
are
,properly handled, as the Chicago
Study Club men at Oak Park insisted that they should be handled.
The causes are the 1945 Chicago
Statement and the Common Confession, These things have caused
the division. The OLC separation
is. no more. than an e’ffecf of- these
causes.
Utiionism

in

Effect.’

The net result of the November
and February debates at Oak Park
is- further evidence that the- Missouri. S-y n o d is now a unionistic
(Please turn to page 52)

The February
Oak Park Debate

Group Adopts
Two Resolutions
RESOLUTION
of the ORTHODOX
L U T H E R A N CONFERENCE, assembled at Chesterfield,
MO., Jan.
31, 1952.
1. Regarding the doctrine of the
Church.

While the Greek word for church
or assembly (ekklesia), according to
its etymology may be applied to any
group of Christians,
and such a
group has the rights of the universal
priesthood, the specific usage of the
word in the New Testament clearly
indicates that Holy Writ applies the
designation to a group of Christians
in a limited locality, with a perm a n e n t organization,
and with
specific functions
associated with
the local congregation, (The use of
the plural in Rev. l-3; the naming
of congregations according to cities
- Jerusalem, Antioch, Rome, Corinth,
Ephesus, Philippi, etc. Note in particular the “churches of Galatia”
and the distributive use of ekklesia;
rights and functions spoken of only
in connection with churches bearing
a permanent character.)
A synod is a federation of congregations (and individuals),
a service organization, not a super-church.
We have no inst+mce of a synodical
organization in the New Testament,
but only of cooperative efforts under apostolic supervision.
2. Regarding the doctrine of the
Mini&y.
While
the individual
Christian
possesses the rights of the universal
priesthood (1 Peter 2:9) and may
exercise these rights also in a group,
as an individual
bearing the keys,
within the limits indicated by the
Word of God, the public exercise
of the office of the keys is in the
hands of the parish pastor, who
holds an office established according
to God’s will and order. This office,
as the best teachers of the Lutheran
Church have correctly stated, is the
-

(Continued from page 51)
fellowship.
One man at the last
meeting asked whether the Synod
would put him out because he does
not accept the Common Confession.
Pres. Behnken answered: No, the
Synod will not put him out. The
Synod, he declared, a 1 s o did not
expel a man who did not accept
the Brief Statement.
Since the 1950 convention of the
MO. Synod, thi.s is n o t h i n g new.
Argument that led to the majorityvoice-vote adoption of the Common
Confession was that nowadays one
should not expect unanimity in such
matters. And then the adoption of
the CC came to pass.
When a synod no longer requires
all its members to agree to doctrinal confessions which affect all
members, it is in effect a unionistic
fellowship. That in times past one
man had not accepted the Brief
Statement is news now. Who this
man was or is or when he rejected
the Brief Statement is something
that has not been revealed.
Of course Dr. Behnken and others
allow and even urge objectors in
any case to bring their objections
to corporate Missouri through the
proper channels. But, as Pastor
Burgdorf said at Oak Park, there is
such a thing as wearing out the
saints. - The unionists will always
manage somehpw to their
own
satisfaction to fasten blame on the
other fe$low for any separation that
takes place. And the MO. Synod officials did not agree at Oak Park
that they are to b 1 a m e for the
formation of the OLC or the Confessional Lutheran or the program
of the Chicago Study Club.
highest office in the Church, and all
other congregational and ecclesiastical positions and offices are auxiliary to this office, as clearly ,indicated in the New Testament. (Acts
6:1-6; 1 Tim. 3:1-13; 5:17; etc.)
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Cmvention

Held

The special convention
of the
Orthodox Lutheran Conference took
place at Trinity Lutheran Church,
Chesterfield, Missouri, January 30
and 31. The day previous to the convention the pastors held a conference. Laymen were present. Dr.
P. E. Kretzmann presented his doctrinal p a p e r on “THE CHURCHMINISTRY
DIFFICULTY,
A Contribution
T o w a r d Unity in the
S y n o d i c a 1 Conference.” It was
stated: “The congregation is bigger
than the Synod and not the Synod
-bigger than the church.” Liberals lie
about the O.L.C. when they say:
“Any
past or who signs ‘The
Articles of Agreement’ has terminated the call of the Holy Ghost.”
,A valuable remark: “There is a difference between the unity of faith
.and the unity of confession.”
Dr.
Kretzmann completed his paper at
the evening session. The doctrinal
paper was gratefully
received.
The O.L.C. convention proper began with a Confessional-Holy
Communion Service
on Wednesday
morning. Pastor G; G. -T, Schup.mann, -host .pastor, delivered
the
confessional sermon on the text,
Acts 4, 12. ,He said: ‘<One day we
are strong; the next .day we are
cowards. . . . We need salvation
,which is in Christ Jesus. Why? We
fare miserable sinners. .We. know
that and confess that. Pastors fall
into the: same .sins as their parishA
ioners. They, sin in office. They l-do
not visit enough, fall into the sin of
hypocrisy, are remiss in’ praying,.. do
not notice, -‘appreciate, thank,. and
praise the Lord as they--ought. Too
.much self-reliance and no reliance
,on the Lord. Pastors do not-speak
when they are supposed- to.. Pastors
need forgiveness. And that salvation
is in the name of Jesus. . . . Bear the
hard knocks for Jesus’ sake, for the
sake of the full truth ;of .-His Word;”
..Pastor W a 1.1a c e H. -McLaughlin,
President of the 0. L.: C., gave the
convention sermon on -Galatians 411.
-

Jan. 30-31

Saluting
the delegates w i t h the
words of Corinthians 1:lO, he urged
all to “give thanks to God for liberation from human rules and regulations.” He said: “We have been
liberated from the corrupt mass. . . .
We are not to lie down on the job.
Our responsibility
is to be saturated
with the word. . . . Not ecclesiastical
machinery, no new measures, not
psychology and publicity techniques,
but the Word! Hold fast to the
Word! . . . ‘Conquest for’ what? . . .
We are not ‘A Lutheran R ev o 1 t
Group’. We want the freedom to
be obedient to Christ Jesus.”
Mr. F. J. Niebruegge, Treasurer,
reported as of January 1st the following: Receipts-$1,360.50; Expenses$306.21 Balance-$1,054.29. He said
437 copies of the “Proceedings” were
sold. Pastor Geo. Schweikert, Editor
of the ORTHODOX
LUTHERAN,
informed the convention that the
ORTHODOX .LUTHERAN
has 390
subscriptions.
The Convention
resolved to print the very fine study
of “The Examination
of the ‘Common Confession’ ” by Pastors H. D.
M ens ing and A. T. Kretzmann.
Letters of encouragment, cheer,‘ and
unity were read from various friends
of. the Conference.
A unanimous rising vote thanking F&her,. Son, and Holy ‘Ghost
and accepting the followmg
five
congregations took place .as delegates. s i g n-e d the “Confession of
Fa.ith” for their respective congregations :
Trinity
-Orthodox
L u t h e r an
Church, Chesterfield, MO.
St., Paul’s Orthodox L u t h e r a n
Church,, Coos -Bay, Oreg.
Peace Orthodox Lutheran Church,
Tinley Park, 711.
Holy Trinity. Orthodox Lutheran
Chmch, Minn.eapolis, Minn.
Immanuel Orthodox L.u t h e r a n
Church, Winter Haven;-Fla.
-The regular- annual. Convention of
the -O,L;-C will -meet at Holy Trinity
(Please turn to page 61)
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Whv We JoinedThe O.L.C..
Soon after Emil Weis moved his
family to Winter Haven, Fla., a Missouri Synod official inquired about
establishing a preaching station at
Winter Haven. Sunday evening services were started on Dec. 19, 1943,
by the nearest Missouri Synod pastor.
The attendance at these services
grew to such an extent that two retired pastors and then two student
vicars in turn worked in this new
field until 1950. In August, 1950
the Rev. August Bernthal became
the first resident pastor at Winter
Haven.
Services had been conducted in
upstairs lodge halls, but now lots
were acquired and a parish hall was
erected. Most of the work of erecting the parish hall was done by the
members who have since b e e n
obliged for doctrinal reasons to join
the Orthodox Lutheran Conference.
These conservative Lutherans could
not be in the same congregation with
a liberal pastor and his supporters.
The facts of the following account
were signed by August F. Buecher,
Jesse D. Schaffer, Emil Weis, Ernest Weis, and Paul Weis, of Winter
Haven.
“On November 23, 1950 Pastor Bernfhal &oak part in fhs Winter Haven
U nion
Associafion’s
Minisierial
Thanksgiving
Stvrvice.

“The program appeared in four
daily papers in this area. One of our
members proceeded according t o
Matthew 18 to deal with the pastor,
met with him privately,
and then
with the elders as witnesses. Finally, at the pastor’s suggestion, we
by-passed the congregation so that
the matter would be decided by the
District President or whomever the
complainant selected.
“In December three voting members joined the complainant
in a
letter
to the District
President,
charging the pastor with unionism.
The President acknowledged receipt
of the charges but said that we
-

l
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should again discuss the matter with
the pastor, because of his claim that
the charges w e r e misrepresentations. In answer, we told the President that the matter was a PUBLIC
offense and asked the President to
handle it. When we did not receive
a reply from him, we wrote several
more letters and also telephoned
him that we would take up the matter with Pres. J. W. Behnken.
“In January, 1951, t h e District
President asked us to be patient and
said he would visit Winter Haven
shortly and see Dr. Behnken personally before the end of the month.
On the 26th, the President informed
us that he had consulted with Pastor Bernthal in the presence of the
first Vice President and had come
to the conclusion that the ‘service’
was a civic program which did not
involve unionism. He said our charges were based on hearsay, since we
had not attended the service.
In
answer we sent him a copy of the
church bulletin which had been distributed to the worshippers at the
union Thanksgiving service. We also
asked the President for a definition
of unionism.
“On Feb. 12, 1951, the District
President wrote us that the pastor
had stated before two witnesses. that
the speaker on the occasion had publicly declared that a public. civic
celebration and not a Thanksgiving
service was being -held. He claimed
that there was neither sermon nor
benediction. In conclusion, the President prayed that our‘ motives were
pure. On the 16th the President refused to come to Winter Haven for
a hearing. On the :22nd the President wrote that he had a copy of a
‘letter’ from pastor Bernthal to the
Ministerial Alliance, which allegedly
bore out the claims of the pastor.
We were told to see the pastor and
quit ‘maligning’ him.
“Then two Methodist
friends
wrote to the President, telling him
that they were present at the ser54 -

vices, They said the services were
carried out precisely as planned, except that one pastor substituted for
another in the Benediction.
The
President did not accept this letter
as evidence.
“On April 11, 1951, we asked the
Ministerial
Alliance
the following
factual questions:
1. Did Rev. Bernthal take part in
the 1 a s t Thanksgiving
service?
Their answer: Yes!
2. Was the Thanksgiving
service
conducted according to the printed
program or was the program radically changed ? Answer: According to the printed bulletin.
3. Was there a sermon and a benediction? Answer: Yes.
4. Instead of a sermon, did you have
a speaker who publicly declared
that a public civic celebration of
Thanksgiving,
and not a union
service in which existing doctrinal
differences
were being ignored,
was being held? Answer: No.
5. Did the President of your association receive a letter prior to
January 26, 1951 from Rev. Bernthal, which contained a clear testimonial explaining
the doctrinal
position of our Lutheran Church
and his refusal
to compromise
that position through participation in union services; w h i c h
clarifies a relationship
with the
ministerial association; and which
shows t h e distinction
between
services and. a celebration which
took place at Thanksgiving?
Answer: No.
“The next day we informed the
President that we had again met
with the pastor, but that he still insisted that it was no religious ‘service’. We told him that it was useless again to meet with him without
an official witness. We also wrote
to Dr. Behnken, complaining
that
our Pastor said Romans 16, 17 allows prayers of Thanksgiving
with
other Christians on National Holidays. Then we were promised a
meeting at the May District Convention. There we sat until the next to
last day before we were informed
-

5 Congregations Sign
Up at Chesterfield

In the report of the Chesterfield
convention of the OLC in this issue
you will find a list of five congregations which formally
signed up
as members of the Orthodox Lutheran Conference.
The step these congregations have
taken is a wonder of God’s grace
at work in their localities. The world
of unbelievers may count their step
as foolish; the general church world
will be puzzled; Lutheran unionists
show anger about it. But no matter
what others say or do about such a
step, these five congregations acted
according to their convictions based
on Scripture. And respectable people will admire them for having
principles and acting accordingly.
The members of these congregations were all formerly
affiliated
with the MO. Synod. Big Missouri
will hardly feel the loss of numbers
in these cases; it could lose 500 congregations and still have ten times
that many left. But the step taken
by these five local churches is a
great and influential
one. It emphasizes that the MO. Synod is now
a unionistic
fellow&p,
a n d it
demonstrates how Christians under
God can take a stand for the Full
Truth of the Word.
that the hearing would be in Winter
Haven later.
“On June’ 7, .1951;- the District
President held a hearing in Winter
Haven in a church-packed by members and non-members. The pastor
and his followers readily proved the
unionism charge without further evidence from our group. In this hearing we were informed that the pastor had filed counter charges of
unchristian
c o n d u c t against our
group. By this time the meeting was
in a turmoil with booing, feet stamping and calling our group names;
(Please .turn to’ page 57)
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New COOS Bay Church Established
For more than three months the
Coos Bay-North
B e n d-GardinerReedsport-Myrtle
Point Parish of
Oregon received very much instruction on the doctrinal controversy in
The L u t h e r a n Church-Missouri
Synod. The pastor, Rev. Herbert F.
s p are d no spiritual
Koehlinger,
punches. Directed by the Lord of
the Church, he exposed the many
false doctrines leavening the whole
lump, the Missouri Synod.
In a
weekly
paper, The Luiheran
Wafchman,
in particular, the pastor
truthfully
informed t h e membership of his parish.
But on Saturday evening, July 29,
1951, in the Quarterly Voters Body
meeting .at Calvary
Luther
an
Church, Coos Bay, the doctrinal controversy came to a head. The pastor
was charged falsely with regard to a
long list of doctrinal points, including his opposition to Scoutism, the
COMM.ON CONFESSION, etc. The
charges were to be taken up point
by point by the voters present, but
the meeting dwelt largely upon the
charge that the pastor’s opposition
to Scoutism was wrong.
While the pastor defended his position with Scripture, the opposition
members could muster no Scripture
for their support. A vote was taken
to determine the position of t h e
body in the matter.
A unanimous
vote, according to 1 Cor. 1110, was
not arrived at. Consequently, the
pastor tendered his oral resignation
as minister of that congregation.
Thus the minority opposition violated the divine call sent to their
pastor, though they, as well as the
others, had vowed to uphold only
the FULL
TRUTH
C?F GOD’S
WORD in the parish. The admonitions given by the pastor and two
other members did not correct the
After the pastor’s
errorist voters.
resignation, three members of the
congregation did likewise.
Pastor Koehlinger
met with the
Voters of Grace Lutheran Church,

l
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North Bend, on Sunday evening,
July 30. At that meeting a voice
opinion was taken on the question
of Scoutism, But no unanimous opinion against Scoutism was reached.
Then, led by such passages as Rom.
16:1’7-18 and Jer. 15:19-21, the pastor
wrote out his resignation, $igned it,
and sent it to the chairman of said
congregation.
Because of their experiences in
meetings a f t e r Pastor Koehlinger
was out, three more voters withdrew from the Coos Bay church. In
the ,course of weeks the Coos Bay
members who had withdrawn
met
by themselves’ without a pastor for
divine services. Led by God’s Holy
Spirit, they not only conducted their
own services but soon by themselves
also d r e w up a truly Scriptural
church constitution
and organized
St. Paul’s Orthodox Lutheran Church
of Coos Bay. This new congregation
was accepted as a member of the
Orthodox Lutheran
Conference in
its first convention,
on Sept. 26,
1951.
Shortly after resigning, Pastor
Koehlinger and his family moved to
Detroit, Michigan, and Fort Wayne,
Indiana, where he obtained employment in several place& Pastor and
Mrs. Koehlinger
were sustained in
their trials especially by Luther’s
exposition of Psalms 23. The faithful remnant in the Coos Bay area,
having organized their new congregation, issued a divine call to Pastor
Koehlinger,
which he accepted on
Oct. 30, 1951.
This minister did not request a
peaceful dismissal from his former
parish. But on hearing that it had
been granted, he followed through
with the request for a copy. Then
the following was sent to P a s t or
Koehlinger :
“Sir: As call-secretary, I am in receipt of your letter of Sept. 20, 1951,
to E. Elfbrandt concerning the joint
meeting
of Calvary
Luther
an
Church, Coos Bay, Oregon, and of

- 5fi-

Grace Lutheran, North Bend, Oregon. We find on page 36 of the Record, under the heading of Joint
Gathering at Calvary, Aug. 5, 1951,
7:00 P. M., Rev. Koehlinger’s resignation was accepted and he was
given a Peaceful Dismissal. Unanimous vote. No verbal dissent. Respectfully,
(signed) Eino A. Matti,
Pres., Calvary Lutheran;
(signed)
Eskil Elfbrandt;
(signed) Cletus 0.
Snyder, Call Chairman; (signed) P.
T. Wilch, Call Secretary.”
This is the story of the Coos Bay
Split. You may be sure that many
disagreeable incidents a r e untold
and will never be printed. But at
least this much needs to be published for the sake of informing our
readers. If anyone would wish to
know more about procedures and
the activities of Missouri Synod officials in the case, write Rev. H. F.
Koiehlinger,
General Delivery,
Empire, Oregon. His work is influenc-

ing also another Oregon group of
orthodox Lutherans. And we herewith encourage anyone in his State
and vicinity to consult with him by
letter or in person. He gives all
glory to God alone. Praise Father,
Son, and Holy Ghost, and Ever For
The Full T r u t h of God’s Word!
Amen.

Devotional ind Sunday
School Literature
By resolution, offered by Pastor
H. D. Mensing, the OLC Chesterfield
convention recommends the following to congregations:
1. Since the devotional
booklets
published by the Missouri Synod
are frequently
unsound or at least
shallow in doctrine, our people are
advised to use for devotional purposes at home either the Bible itself
or, together with the Bible, such
acceptable b o o k s as Herzberger’s
Family Altar, Zorn’s Crumbs, etc.
2. In preference to the usual leaflets and manuals, our congregations
are advised to use the r e g u 1 a r
orthodox Bible Histories as texts in
Sunday School work.

Why We Joined
The Orthodox
Lutheran Conference
(Continued from page 55)
it broke up in a near brawl to be
continued at a later date.
“On June 10, 1951, the congregation gave two of our group unrequested releases. The other three
lost their voting rights.
The only
reason given to one of them was
that he was on the other side and
had signed charges against the pastor. Finally,
on August 28th the
findings were read to the congregation by the District President.
“The *Thanksgiving service w a s
declared to be unionistic, but ‘extenuating circumstances’ were then
claimed to have caused the pastor
to make an ‘honest error’, for which
the pastor was asked to ‘apologize.’
Since reference had been made to
the Chicago STATEMENT, such action was declared ‘improper,’ because the STATEMENT
had been
‘withdrawn
as a basis for discussion.’ The pastor apologized for his
‘honest error.’ Our group was then
found guilty of ignoring Matthew
18, and of all the sins in the 8th
commandment,
though the Presidium ignored 1 Tim. 5, 20 and Gal.
2, 11-14. One of our group apologized for any error in procedure he
may have made.
“But we all decided to turn away
from the Missouri Synod because we
had found out that the officials of
the Missouri Synod are powerless
to correct unionism and other errors which are being practiced openly by graduates of the St. Louis
Semmary. This outline was written
without malice toward anyone but
with an urgent invitation
to all
orthodox laymen of the Missouri
Synod to join the ORTHODOX
LUTHERAN
CONFERENCE, which
adheres to the Old-Missouri
Synod
doctrine and practice.”
0. L. Subscriptions

$2.00 a year.

“The

Lord

Is My

Shepherd”

Jesus is the Good Shepherd who
calls and spelaks fo His Sheep wiih
,ihe holy Gospel. Through the Gospel

we are taught that we receive grace,
forgiveness of sins, and eternal life.
Such blessings we do not receive
through Moses’ Law, for the Law
terrifies us, makes us shy and run
away more than heretofore.
According to 1 Peter 2:25, Christ
seeks us poor, lost sheep, carries us
out of the wilderness; that is, He
redeemed us from the Law, sin,
death, the power of the devil, and
eternal damnation.
He laid down
His life for us, won grace for us,
forgiveness of sin, comfort, help,
and strength against the devil and
al.1 evil, and, in addition,
gained
for us eternal life.
For the sheep of Christ this is a
lovely, sweet voice w h i c h they
heartily
enjoy to hear and know
well. A strange voice, which sounds
different,
they do not know and
hear, but avoid it and flee from it.
For the Shepherd Himself teaches
us in John 10:5 - “And a &anger
will fhey noi follow, but will flee
from him; for fhey knew no.f 2he
voice of strangers.”

The pasture in which Christ feeds
His sheep is the Gospel, through
which the s o u 1 s are fed and
strengthened, protected from error,
comforted in a 11 tempations
and
tribulations,
protected against t h e
devil’s trickery
and p o w e r? and
finally are saved from all trouble.
Because His sheep are not all at
the same time equally strong, but
a portion are still lost, scattered
here and there, wounded, sick, young
and weak, the Shepherd does not
on that account reject them. He pays
much more attention to them, and
cares for them more diligently.
For the prophet Ezekiel s a y s,
chapter 34, verse 15f: “I will feed
My flock, and I will cause them to
lie down, saith the Lord. I will seek
that which was lost, and bring that
which was driven away and will
-
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bind that up which was broken,
and will strengthen that which was
sick: but I will destroy the fat and
the strong; I will feed them with
judgment.”
The Lord seeks the lost, brings
them together, binds up the wounded, waits upon the sick and the
weak 1 a m b s (Isaiah 4O:ll).
He
gathers them with
His arm; He
carries them; they do not become
tired, and He gently leads those that
are with young. All this Christ, our
loving Shepherd, directs through the
Office of the Holy Ministry and the
Holy Sacrament.
You are a lost sheep; you cannot
of yourself f i n d the Shepherd.
Alone, you surely run into error.
And where Christ, your Shepherd,
does not seek for you and again receive you, you must simply become
the partner of the wolf.
But now He comes, seeks, finds,
and brings you to his flock, that is,
into Christendom, through Word and
Sacrament. You hear nothing about
your own efforts; o n 1 y Christ’s
works, merits? deeds have power for
you; He alone is strong and governs
you, so that wu are not destroyed
and torn out of His hand. In John
lo:28 He comforts: “And I give unfo
ihem eternal
life: and fhe,y shall
never perish, neither shall any man
pluck &hem ouf of My hand.”
O-

First. Issues of the
Orthodox Lutheran
Our supply of back numbers of
the Othodox Lutheran
is limited.
Most new subscribers now are ordering from No. 1 on. We will fill
all orders as long as possible. But
already we are in need of No. 2.
Please write us if you. can fill our
need.
0
We are temporarily
enlarging our
paper to sixteen pages in’ order to
handle more current material.
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Contrition
Contrition

and Conversion

and Conversion-

In the leaflet entitled “The Diiference”, compiled by the undersigned, Article IV reads as follows:
Conversion
Conversion
“T h e sinner’s
“We teach that
con.conversion takes
conversion
place when God sists in this, that
brings t h e con- a man, having
trite s i n n e r to learned from the
faith in Christ as Law of God that
his Savior”. (C. he is a lost and
C., Article
VII)
condemned sinN. B. Thap the
ner, is brought
to faith in the
sinner is already
(Brief
‘contrite’
before
Gospel.”
conversion
is Statement,
Par.
false doctrine.
1.0)
In this leaflet, which aims to show
the difference between New Missouri
“Common Confession” Doctrine, as
given in the left hand column, and
old Missouri Orthodox L u t h e r a n
Doctrine, as given in the right hand
column, the note on the expression
“contrite sinner” is practically
the
only remark added by the compiler.
Otherwise the leaflet consists merely in quotations.
This note has been attacked, as
though it denied the Scriptural doctrine that God through His Law
produces “true terror of conscience,
which feels that God is angry with
sin, and which grieves that it has
sinned” (Apology of the Augsburg
Confession, Triglotta, page 2591, thus
preparing the sinner for conversion.
Conversion itself is the bestowal of
faith through the Gospel. Yet this
doctrine is clearly taught by the
Brief Statement, as quoted in the
right hand column, and is wholeheartedly accepted and confessed by
the present writer. Such terror of
conscience is a 1 s o rightly
called
“contrition”,
as in the sentence of
the Apology just referred to, and in
the classic definition
of the Augsburg Confession, Article XII: “Repentance consists properly of these
two parts: One is contrition,
that
is, terrors smiting the conscience

Discussed

through the knowledge of sin; the
other is faith, which is born of the
Gospel, or of absolution, and believes that, for Christ’s sake, sins are
forgiven,
comforts the conscience,
and delivers it from terrors.”
Our objection to the positive statement of the Common Confession on
Conversion (as distinguished
from
its failure to include the necessary
antithesis, or rejection of false doctrine) is simply that it describes the
man to be converted as in a certain
spiritual state b e f o r e conversion
takes place. Similarly Article IV of
the Common Confession, instead of
definmg election, describes the sort
of persons who are elected. To speak
of “the contrite sinner” before conversion, as the Common Confession
does, implies a spiritual
state inherent in the sinner whereby he is
rendered fit for conversion and his
conversion is rendered possible.
To say that “a man has learned
from the Law of God that he is a
lost and condemned sinner”, as the
Brief Statement does, implies that
God through His Law has performed a preparatory act upon that man,
by which, hzwever, his own spiritual state has neither been altered
for. the better nor been rendered
“neutral”,
which act of God may
correctly
be t e r m e d “contritio
legalis”
(a contrition
f lo w i n g
from the law). Thus God uses the
Law as “our schoolmaster to bring
us unto ‘Christ” (Galatians 3,241. On
this w h o 1 e subject compare the
chapter of Dr. Franz Pieper’s “Zur
-Einigung”
(in English
translation
“Conversion and Election”) on Preparation for Conversion.
Not involved in the discussion of
to convercontrition as preparatory
sion is that contrition
which may
be designated as “contritio
evanflowing from
gelica” (a contrition
the Gospel), and which belongs to
sanctification
as an element in the
d a i ly repentance
of a believing
(Please turn to page 60)
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Mo. Synod Officials
And The 0. L. C.
MO. Synod officials at Oak Park
and in a special letter last month
said two things about the OLC: 1.
OLC men should meet with MO.
Synod officials as brethren; 2. OLC
men should have awaited the outcome of work by MO. Synod officials concerning charges against that
Synod.
In regard to the first item, we
should say that the OLC men are
not asking to get together with the
MO. Synod officials. But the MO.
Synod officials are showing themselves anxious for a meeting.
NOTE: While OLC men are not
asking the MO. Synod officials for a
meeting, they are willing to meet
with them or anybody else to discuss causes of divisions in the church
and needed corrections. Anyone interestsd will please write to Pres.
W. H. McLaughlin,
Rt. 1, Elberfeld, Indiana.
In regard to the second item, the
following should be noted.
The MO. Synod officials complain
that “Members of the Orthodox Luthdecline
to reeran Conference
cognize and to await the outcome
of the efforts now being made by
officials and concerning which the
1950 convention ‘of t h.e Lutheran
Church-Missouri Synod resolved: ‘To
refer the charges to ..Synod’s regularly-set-up
channels for action.’ ”
The main action concerned here
has been t a k e n by the Advisory
Committee on Doctrine and Practice (ACDP) of the MO. Synod. The
report of the ACDP has been submitted to the pastors of that Synod,
and will be submitted by the MO,
Synod Presidium to the 1953 ,convention of that body. The essential
thing in this report is the question
as to whether or how a synod may
allow points
of doctrinal
error
among-its members. Dr. Wm. Arndt
has a formula for the allowance of
some error., His opponents in the
-

MO. Synod and men of the OLC reject both his formula and his false
principle.
Preliminary
attacks on the report
were heard already at the recent
Oak Park meeting, at which no OLC
members were present. And at the
Chesterfield convention of the OLC,
the men present immediately
regarded the ACDP report as furnishing further
justification
for their
withdrawal
f r o m the Missouri
Synod.
So what? More argument! - May
the Lord of the Church grant conservative Lutherans the wisdom and
ability to avoid useless discussion
in this matter.

Discuss ‘Con’trition
And Conversion
(Continued from page 59)
Christian.
S u c h “godly sorrow”,
unlike the sorrow of the world
which worketh death (as, for instance, in the case of Judas), grieves
that it has offended the loving God
who is reconciled to- us t, hr o u g h
Christ. The contrite. smner, who has
experienced a “change of heart with
respect to sin,” and who lives in
dai1.y contritidn
a n d faith,
has
already been, converted, and is in a
state of grace. “The sacrifices of
God are a broken spirit,. a broken
and a contrite heart, 0 God, Thou
wilt not despise”. Psalm 51, 17. “But
without
faith it is impossible to
please God”. Hebrews 11, 6. Thus
the truly contrite sinner is a believing Christian, in whom not only
the Law but also the Gospel has
done its work. “Lest repentance or
the terrors of the Law turn into
despair, the preaching of the Gospel
must be added, that it may be a
repentance unto salvation, 2 Cor. 7,
10.” (Concordia Triglotta, page 955)
The contrition flowing from the Law
is salutary, not in itself, but only
i.n the‘ ‘gracious hands of God. But
the. Law remains necessary even
for the Christian
because of his
flesh.
W. H. McLaughlin.
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IMimeographed
Papers For Sale
The OLC has appointed Pastor
Schupmann in Minneapolis to handle
production
and sale
of mimeographed papers. The list he has to
offer now is this: “Our Accusations
against
the Lutheran
Church-Missouri Synod,” “The Whitewash
That
Blackened”
(concerning
the n e w
ACDP Report), “The Difference Between Scriptural
and Selective Fellowship,” and “The Facts Concerning That Withdrawn
- But Not Re- Socalled
Chicago
Sfafefracted
merit.”

Prices subject to change are on
per ‘page basis: 2c for one page, 15c
per dozen, 4Oc for fifty, more than
fifty on the fifty basis.
Order from Rev. 0. G. Schupma,nn, Highland
Station
neapolis 11, Minn.

2604, Min-

The papers listed above were prepared ‘by Dr. P. E. Kretzmann. Write
to Pastor Schupmann for full list.
0

OLC Convention Held
(Continued from page 53)
Church, Minneapolis, Minn., August
23-25, 1952.
It was decided to mimeograph the
of this special Orth“Proceedings”
odox Lutheran Conference convention.
On Wednesday evening a divine
service of thanksgiving to the Lord
was, held in honor of Pastor G. G.
T. Schupmann on the occasion of his
35th anniversary in the holy ministry. Three of his sons participated
in this anniversary service: Pastor
Albert Schupmann at the organ;
Pastor F r a n c i s Schupmann, the
liturgical
part of the service; and
Pastor Otto Schupmann delivered
the sermon. A reception was given
in the basement of the church,
On Thursday ,afternoon of t h e
convention
Dr. Kretzmann
r ead
many sections of the proposed Constitution for the O.L.C., based upon
“old” Missouri Synod’s constitution.
-

Various sections were unanimously
adopted; such as, the Preamble, the
Doctrinal section and the Four Objectives.
Delegates were present from the
states of Florida, Illinois, Minnesota,
Missouri, Oregon and Pennsylvania.
What a triumph for the Lord Jesus
and for the full truth of His Word!
What was quite apparent was the
unanimity,
brotherly harmony, and
the general feeling at ease, according to 1 Corinthians 1:lO, and the
splendid
hospitality,
experienced
by all delegates and members present at this O.L.C. special convention.
All glory to our only Lord, Father,
Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. H.F.K.
0

Director Hoffmann
Underestimates OLC
The RNS released news last October and at the end of November
about the Orthodox Lutheran Conference. These releases were good
and true. But Publicity
Director
Hoffmann of the MO. Synod winds up
a letter in which he claims “that at
the most only three congregations
are involved.”
Director Hoffmann is concerned
with number* But even his own MO.
Synod is not so big when compared
to other church bodies. It is rather
this that counts: what a c h u r c h
body, old or new, preaches and prac&es.
When Director Hoffmann says that
at the most only three congregations
are involved, he harms himself as a
reporter. Since the OLC men took
their stand because of the 1945 Chicago Statement and the Common
Confession, the whole Missouri Synod and the whole Synodical Conference are involved. And the presidium of the MO. Synod certainly
does not brush aside the OLC as
does Director Hoff mann.
H o w many congregations will
eventually join the OLC, now only
a half-year
old,
depends on the
Great Lord and Director of the
Church.
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“United Testimony on
Faith and Life”
The Lutheran Standard ( AL C )
now reports on the, “Uni3ed Tedmany on Faith and Life,” as adopted
by the Joint Union Committee of
the five synods belonging to the
American Lutheran Conference. It
is the “spiritual
basis of the proposed merger” of these five synods.
The new document states that
there can be fellowship among people who differ on some points of
doctrine.
We expect that this “United Testimony on Faith and Life” will be a
main topic of discussion in Lutheran
circles in this year of 1952. It will affect the course of the Missouri Synod. And it should help to weld the
conservatives in the Synodical Conference and the OLC more closely
together.

Laymen, B&are!
Our Lord Jesus Christ tells us
to “beware of false prophets” because “inwardly
they are ravening
wolves.” On page 54 of this issue
you will find the shocking story of

An Examination
Kreizmann

of jhe COMMON

and H. D. Mensing

Winter Haven, Florida.
We reprint
this story as told by a g r o up of
orthodox laymen who were forced
out of the congregation they had
helped found, by the liberal pastor
and people who then took over. It
is a warning to all orthodox laymen
still within the Missouri Synod and
shows them what will happen when
liberal officials, pastors and laymen
gang up on them. This could happen
in any congregation of the Missouri
Synod.
The average Missouri Synod congregation has a nucleus of liberal
members, who no longer want the
old orthodox position of the Missouri Synod fathers and founders.
At any moment this liberal group
can become dominant by working
with a liberal pastor and with the
connivance of the average liberal official, they can easily force out the
orthodox members. He that hath ears
to hear, let him hear. Every fact in
this story has been verified
and
will be sworn to by the orthodox
group, which has now organized the
Immanuel Orthodox Lutheran Congregation of Winter Haven. We hope
to keep you informed as to the
progress of this staunchly orthodox
Lutheran grotp.

CONFESSION

is now in printed

by Pastors

A. T.

12-page pamphlet

It was produced in the Fall of 1950 and used in mimeographed
form by several congregations. It provides a text for group study
under a teacher to examine the COMMON CONl?ESSION which
was adopted by the Amercian Lutheran Church and the Missouri
Synod as a basis for church fellowship between these two bodies.
This Examination rejects the COMMON CONFESSION and shows
The postpaid prices for this Examination of the Common Confession are 20 cents each for f to ‘24 copies, and 15 cents each in
lots of 25 or more. Please order from and make checks payable to
The Orfhoclox
Qkabena.

Lutheran
Minn-

Meet Mr. Strwmpler
Please Send All Mission
Herman A. Strumpler
was born
Offerings to
May 18, 1899, at Hampton, Hamilton County, Nebraska, to humble
ORTHODOX LUTHERAN
‘parents, one of ten children. He was
CONFERENCE
‘baptized and confirmed :in a church
R. 1, Box 350
belonging to the Lutheran ChurchClayton 24, Missouri,
Missouri Synod. He has been an
Copies of the Proceedings of
arduous student of psychology, law,
the first convention
of the
and dogmatics.
OLC may be obtained for 75~
On June 16, 1918, he was united
from the foregoing address. Its
in matrimony
with Miss Dorinda
first convention
was h e 1 d
Rickhoff of Denver, Colorado. After
September 25-26, 1951.
traveling in the United States for
-one year, Mr. Strumpler
a n d his
bride settled in St. Louis, MO.
He became a member of Emmaus
Lutheran Church, St. Louis. In this
Pastor H. F. Koehlinger
of Emchurch he taught the Young People’s
Bible Class for twenty-nine
years, pire, Ore., is now serving the newly
organized St. John’s Orthodox Luthserved on the Church. Council, the
eran Ch,urch, Lebanon, Ore., having
Fiscal Board, and was for many
accepted
the divine call to serve that
years Chairman of the School Board.
church as acting pastor. He is the
In 1950, as an active and prominent
member of Emmaus church, he was pastor of the Coos Bay Orthodox
Lutherans.
compelled for reasons of conscience
to leave this congregation and seek
membership in T r i n i t y Lutheran
Church, ‘Chesterfield, Mo., where he
and Mrs. Strumpler
and -their ‘Bon Thou cross of Calvary,
“”
Kenneth are now members: Kenneth
’ ‘Thou. dark and ‘blood&&red
tree!
is sixteen years old,-and a Junior
Where blackest night prevailed
-...
in Hadley Technical School.
“When Jesusawas assailed
Mr. Strumpler has his own busi- ,‘By all the, powers of evil,
The forces of the devil,
ness in St. Louis, Commercial Claim
When He hung.- on the -cursed tree
Adjusting, Credit Reporting, and InTo give Himself for me.
vestigations.
He was a leader in the formation
Thou cross of Calvary,
of the Orthodox Lutheran ConferWhere Jesus died for, me;
ence and serves:‘it now wasmember
In my stead there He bled,
of its B o ar d and Director -of From wounded hands and head;
Publicity.
In Him is my reliance:
0
”
To death I bid defiance:
With faith’s, full confiden.ce I sing:
“0 death, where is thy sting?”
Pres. Wallace H. McLaughlin, M.S.T.
Thou cross of Calvary;
Rt. 1
I
place my trust in thee!
Elberfeld, Indiana
.My ransom there was wrought,
Rev. 0. G. Schupmann
My soul’s salvation bought;
Highland Station 2604
Though by His God forsaken,
Minneapolis
11, Minn.
By deadly terrors shaken,
Pastor Schupmann’s office is at My Savior fought the bitter fight
2017 Emerson Ave., N., and his busiTo bring me life and light.
ness telephone is Juniper 5918.
-PEK

Lebanon, Oregon

T.hou Cross of .Calvaryf
,...

New Addresses

-
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Why Not “Union” in
Civilian Life, Too

ConfessionaI

(Miss our i
Synod), chief of Air Force chaplains
in E u r o p e, recently conducted a
Communion service attended by 25
Lutheran Army and Air Force chaplains and civilian pastors from the
United States gathered for a semiannual retreat in a Bavarian mountain resort. The group consisted of
pastors ‘from the member bodies of
the NationaI Lutheran Council and
from the Lutheran Church-Missouri
Synod-l’-Lutheran
Standard, p. 12,
l-12-52.-If
MO. Synod pastors can
have Communion
fellowship
with
NLC men overseas, what is keeping
them from union at home in civilian
life?
0
“CoI.

Martin

Poch

Fined for Printing
The ‘Wicked Bibles”
Back in 1631, an English printer
named Robert Barker, running off
first copies of a then-new Bible, was
horrified
to discover that he had
omitted the word “not” from the
Seventh Commandment.
Reluctant
to destroy the expensive books he
.sold the books, which soon became
known as the “wicked BibIes.”
An
indignant court fined him w h at
would have been $5,000 today and
decreed the money should be used
in establishing a university printing
shop to produce Bibles-correctly
worded ones!
-

Lutheran

Volumes

Copies of the Confessional Lutheran for the years 1940 to 1945 are
wanted. If anyone has extra copies
or is willing to part with whatever
he has, please write to the Orthodox
Lutheran, Okabena, Minn.
l

Our subscripfion
list is growtng
hXdily.
We are thankfu1
io our
readers
who encourage
ofhers fo
subscribe. Keep up the good work!
l

More information will be given in
our next issue on the OLC Chesterfield convention and about the Second Oak Park Debate.
l

“Unless unRy is based on righ.f
principles
and righi action, it is a
vain and dangerous
thing.“‘-Herberf Hoover.
0

. J. Buenger - Since restoration of
real unity of doctrine and practice
within the Missouri Synod seems at
this time to be a forlorn hope, and
since a break is almost unavoidable,
may God grant true and full doctrinal unity to those among us who
are opposed to all modernism, indifferentism,
and unionism.
“When
fhe r:ghfeous
are’
authority,
the people rejoice:
when fhe wicked beareth ruIe,
people mourn.“-Prov.
29:2.

in
buf
the

Sasse - There cat be no uniting of
churches without a uniting in the
truth.
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