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To this end was. I
born, and for this
cause came I into
the world, that I
should bear witness
unto the Truth.
Every one that is
of the Truth heareth My Voice.
John 1.8: 37
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Come out. from among them and be ye separate,
saith the Lord.
,2 Cor. 6:, 17
It is, in truth, no easy matter to undertake to
be separate from so many people and to teach a
different doctrine;
.BUT HERE IS GOD’S COMMAND
instructing
every one to beware of joining
hands with those who teach error.
Book of Concord

ARTICLES

OF

PREAMBLE:
WHEREAS, the theology of The
Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod
has shown a progressive deterioration and unscriptural
character for
the past two decades:
a. In many articles appearing in
the “Lutheran Witness,” the “Concordia Theological
Monthly,”
the
“American
Lutheran,”
a n d elsewhere, as well as in published
phamplets;
b. Specifically
in t h e so-called
“Chicago Statement” of 1945, with
regard to w h i c h neither the responsible ,officials of S y n o d nor
Synod itself ever t o o k decisive
Scriptural action, and that, in spite
of obvious doctrinal errors;. and in
the “Common Confession” of the
Milwaukee
Convention
as a corporate body, a document, which is
definitely
inadequate for the purpose. of resolving differences of doctrine obtaining in the various Lutheran bodies of America, especially
the American Lutheran Church, and
is in part out of harmony with
Holy Writ; and
WHEREAS, some of the Missouri
Synod’s 1 e a d i n g theologians and
clergymen have repeatedly become
guilty of flagrant uniotiistic
practices (see Memorials 603 to 622, 625
to 630, submitted to the Milwaukee
Convention of 1950) ;
HENCE, we, under the compulsion
of the Word of God, find it necessary to declare, that The Lutheran
Church - Missouri Synod has left
its former orthodox position as a
corporate body, destroying the former unity of doctrine and practice
and separating itself from our fellowship. However, since we see no
hope of cleansing the corporate body
of the Missouri Synod f r o m its
leaven of false doctrine or ridding
it of the presence of false teachers,
and since Scripture commands us to
“mark and avoid” (Rom. 16, 17), we
hereby withdraw
from said LuthMissouri
Synod for
eran Church reasons set forth in this Preamble

AGREEMENT
and in o ur CONFESSSION
OF
FAITH, appended to this decltiration. (*)
ARTICLE I-NAME:
The name of this body shall be
THE ORTHODOX L-U T H E R A N
CONFERENCE.
ARTICLE II-CONFESSION:
The confessional platform of this
body is laid down in the CONFESSION OF FAITH PROFESSED
AND PRACTICED BY ALL TRUE
LUTHERANS,
appended to this declaratiofi.
ARTICLE III-OBJECTIVES:
The objectives of this conference
shall be:
1. To hold fast the full truth of
God’s Word. 2 Timothy
3, 14-l?;
Psalm 119, 105; John 8, 31. 32; Matthew 28, 20,
2. To continue to voice its united
opposition against errors in doctrine
and practice, as indicated in the
Preamble, Matthew 7, 15; Romans
16, 17. 18; 1 Timothy 6, .3-5; Titus
3, 10.
3. Td offer encouragement and assistance to pastors, teachers, laymen, and congregations, who are in
the state of confession (in statu confessionis, that is, in protesting membership) in heterodox L u t h e r a n
bodies, and who share our Confession of Faith.
4. It shall be a basic objective of
this Conference to use $1 the efforts
and abilities possible to ,build the
Kingdom of God by the initiation
of new mission stations wherever
possible, Matthew 28, 18-20.
ARTICE IV-MEMBERSHIP:
1. Membership in this Conference
may be acquired and held by individuals who subscribe to the CONFESSION OF FAITH, and by congregations who subscribe to Part I
(*) We plan to publish this confession in future
issues of the ORTHODOX
LUTHERAN.
Those
who would like to have it now .can get it free from
the Editor at Okabena.

of this CONFESSION
OF FAITH
and do not dissent from Part II.
2. Interim
membership
may b.e
acquired and held by .such pastors
as share our Confession, but are
not yet in a position to have their
congregations
join t h e m in full
membership in the 0 R T H 0 D 0 X
LUTHERAN
CONFERENCE.
ARTICLE V - OFFICERS, THEIR
RIGHTS AND DUTIES:
The officers of this Conference
shall be1. A PRESIDENT, who is ordinarily to act as chairman of all meetings and to. perform the duties commonly associated with the office of
presiding officer;
2. A VICE-PRESIDENT,
who
shall
take over the functions of the President, whenever the latter is unable
to serve;
3. A SECRETARY, who is to keep
the minutes of the organization and
be in charge of all the records, such
as official documents, proceedings,
essays, which have been adopted,
and correspondence; to keep membership and attendance records; to
send out necessary notifications; and
to conduct the correspondence of
the Conference.
4. A TREASURER, who is to have
charge of all monies of the organization and report regularly
to the
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Board of Directors and at the meetings of the Conference.
These four officers, together with
one member-at-large
are to constitute the Board of Directors of the
organization, with meetings held at
stated times, to g e t h er with the
Editor of the Conference’s official
organ, to be present in an advisory
capacity.
ARTICLE VI-MEETINGS:
This Conference shall meet annually, and its Board of Directors
shall meet quarterly. Special meetings may be called by the Board of
Directors.
Adopted
by THE OR!I’HODOX
LUTHERAN CONFERENCE at Okabena, Minnesota on September 26,
1951.
a

Convention History
The first invitations
to the convention which organized the Orthodox Lutheran Conference were sent
out from Okabena on July 11, 1951.
The convention was arranged for by
the St. Louis Lutheran Study Club,
While some members of the convention arrived at Okabena already
on Sunday and Monday, September
23 and 24, there were only two full
convention days, September 25 and
26, 1951.

Lutheran

November, 1951

Volume 1

Official organ of the ORTHODOX
L U T H E R A N CONFERENCE and
edited by an Editorial Board, elected
by the Conference.
0

This publication
will a p p e a r
monthly at a subscription price of
$2 per year. Kindly make checks
and money orders payable to THE
ORTHODOX LUTHERAN, Okabena,
Minnesota.
Kindly address all correspondence
and any article intended for publication to THE ORTHODOX LUTHERAN, Okabena, Minnesota.

Numhe

1

Officers of The Orthodox Lutheran
Conference,
President, Rev. W. H. McLaughlin,
M.S.T.. 984 Lilac St..a Pittsburgh
17, Pa.*
Vice President, Rev. P. E. Kretzmann, Ph. D., D. D., Ed. D., Cuba,
I
Missouri
Secretary, Rev. Albert M. Schupmann, B. S., Route 2, Plymouth,
Nebraska
Treasurer, Mr. F. J. Niebruegge,
Route 1, Box 350, Clayton 24, MO.
Board Member-at-Large,
Mr. H. A.
Strumpler, 3817 Hartford St., St.
Louis 16, Mb.

ORTHODOX LUTHERAN

POLICY

Over a hundred years ago, Dr. C.
F. W. Walther founded “Der Lutheraner.” Soon after its founding it
was taken over by the Missouri Synod. From an essay read at the organization meeting of the Orthodox
Extra copies of this first issue of
Lutheran Conference, we cull this:
the ORTHODOX LUTHERAN
may
“The purposes of the ‘Lutheraner,’
be ordered at the rate of 25 cents
which you will remember was so each and 15~ in bundles of at least
instrumental
in t h e gathering of ten. Our supply is limited.
likeminded believers into one fold,
A subscription blank will be found
were given by Dr. Walther about
in each copy of this first ORTHas follows:
ODOX LUTHERAN
issue. If you
have subscribed, please hand the‘
1. To make known the teachings,,
blank to a friend.
treasures, and history of the true
Lutheran Church;
We are thankful that .people ask
and want to know
2. To offer evidences that the. for information
more
about
our
position. Our readLutheran Church is NOT a sect, and
NOT a NEW church, but rather a ers will note the names of our officers
given in this issue and addresses
continuation of the Church of Jesus
added. You may address also the.
our Lord and Savior;
Orthodox Lutheran, Okabena, Minn.,
3. To show what TRUE Lutherans
We
MUST believe, how t h e y are to as many have done already.
will
answer
in
due
time.
LIVE
a Christian
life, suffer in
It will interest readers to know
patience, and die in peace; and
that
laymen and pastors who. at-.
4. To uncover the current false
tended the first convention of the
doctrines, to OPPOSE them, and, to
OLC
at Okabena on September 25
WARN against them, especially to
and
26,
1951, came from Pennsylunmask FALSE LUTHERANS
and
vania, Florida, California,
Oregon,
their ABERRATIONS
from ScripNebraska, Missouri, I o w a, Illinois,
tures or the Lutheran Confessions.
South Dakota and Minnesota.
“These purposes listed by Walther
We read a short article in the
seem valid also for our c h u r c h LUTHERAN W I T N E S S recently,
paper,” as the essayist further de- entitled “Not Orthodox Enough.” At
clared. Since the members of. the
we thought the article referred
Orthodox Lutheran Conference are first
to
the
ORTHODOX
LUTHERAN
pledged to contend for the truths
CONFERENCE. But we changed our
held in the past by “Der Luthmind because the Witness writers
Witeraner” and “The Lutheran
were referring to those “who are
ness,” our readers should expect the
satisfied that the doctrinal basis of
ORTHODOX LUTHERAN
to teach
their c h u r c h is sufficiently
well:
and defend these same truths. We
stated in the confessions of the
beg the prayers. of righteous men
Church.” With the acceptance of the
in our behalf and we welcome all
Common Confession by the Missouri
Scriptural
advice. Under the blessSynod
as a corporate body the docings of the almighty and gracious
trinal
basis of that s y n Q d has
God we will go forward in His
changed,
.a,nd we were no longer
name, contending for the faith of
our sainted synodical fathers, .,which satisfied with its confession.
Subscription Adjustments.
Luthwas the faith once delivered to the
eran Times credit on subscriptions
saints in Apostolic Days (Jude 3).
has
been transfered to this new
l
paper. Please consult. the expiration
“We walk by faith, not by sight.”
date appearing in such cases with‘c) Cor. 517.
the address on this new paper.

Conference Notes
and. Quotes

THEIR WITNESS DOES NOT AGREE!
Synodical and district officials of
the Lutheran C h u r c h - Missouri
Synod were called upon by the Press
for an expresison about the secession of a number of pastors and laymen from various
parts of the
United States and the formation of
the ORTHODOX LUTHERAN CONFERENCE which was organized at
Okabena, Minn., on Sept. 25 and 26,
1951. Here are so m e significant,
items.
The St. Louis Post-Dispatch
on
October 2 quote
d Dr. Lawrence
Meyer, Planning Counselor of the
Missouri Synod, as stating:
“He
denied that the ‘Common Confession’ has brought any changes in
the church.” The St. Louis Lutheran
of October 18 has practically
the
same statement, quoting Dr. Meyer
as stating “That the ‘Common Confession’ did not make any change in
the doctrinal position of the church.”
How can Dr. Meyer explain away
2 Thess. 2:3,12, when the “Common
Confession”
employs
the term
STILL, in Article
12, under the
heading, “The Last Things”? Maybe
the Missouri Synod laity would like
to look it up ! Inspiration
in the
Scriptural sense and objective justification
likewise
s e em to be a
mystery .to the venerable doctor.
And in the same way he is confused
on 1 Cor. 3:10,15, evidently believing
that the Lord there permits a wide
latitude, whereas the text s a ys
nothing of the kind. -Pursuant to my
request, the doctor ‘wrote me a
letter quoting this passage as permitting church fellowship between
those who differ in non-fundamental
doctrines, a claim which overthrows
the v e.r y foundation
of Christian
faith.
Another unnamed Missouri Synod
official was quoted by the St. Louis
Post-Dispatch as saying: “The ‘Common Confession’ was approved as
an effort to produce closer relations
among conservative
L u t h er an
groups.” This is an admission against
interest. The “Common Confession”

was produced under the guidance of
t h e American
Lutheran
Church,
which is the sole gainer from the
compromise d o c u m e n t, although
now considered very conservative
by the liberal Missouri Synod.
The Rev. Dr. Eric Malte, Vice
President of the’ Eastern District of
the Missouri Synod, was quoted by
the Pittsburgh Sun-Telegram on October 6, 1951: “He pointed out that
an ‘overwhelming
majority’
of the
4,500 pastors and 5,500 congregations
of the Missouri Synod are supporting the move to merge with the.
American Lutheran Church.” I was
unaware of this move, which must
have taken place behind the velvet
curtain and is ,labeled top-secret. Or
did the venerable gentleman speak
out of turn? Is the American Lutheran Church about to absorb the
Missouri Synod? For that is what a
“Merger” would mean. The Missouri
Synod laity may wish to check on
this.
Since the “Common Confession”
adopted by both parties contains the
doctrinal position of the American
Lutheran Church, without
a repudiation
of its false teaching on
various doctrines, we of- the ORTHODOX LUTHERAN
CONFERENCE
for conscience’ sake must reject it.
The Minneapolis Star quoted the
Rev. Hugo Gamber, president ‘of the
Minnesota
District:
“He said he
knew there were some objections to
the ‘Common Confession’.”
To me it seems strange that officials can make statements to reporters of the Press, but are unable
to tell the truth to the laity in their
Synod. It is evident that the officials to whom reference has been
made in this s ho r t article contradicted one another. How can such
men act as guides to the laity? Is it
another case ‘of the blind leading
the blind?
T h e ORTHODOX
LUTHERAN
CONFERENCE need not resort to
the evil of ambiguity and subterfuge.
H. A. Strumpler

God’sPeaceIs AUKS
“0 Lord, Thou arf my God: I will
exalf Thee, I will praise Thy name;
for Thou hasf done
wonderful
things; Thy counsels of old are
faiihfulness
anB frufh.
For Thou ha& been a sfrengfh
f~ the poor, a sfrengfh fo fhe needy
in his disfress, a refuge from fhe
sirom, a shadow from fhe he&,
when fhe blasf of fhe ierrible ones
is as a sform againsf fhe wall.
Thou shalf bring down fhe noise
of sfrangers, as fhe heaf in a dry
place: even fhe he a f wifh ihe
shadow of a cloud; fhe branch of
fhe ferrible ones shall be broughf
low.
Thou wilf keep him in perfecf
peace, whose mind is stayed on
Thee: because he frusfeih in Thee.
Trusf ye in fhe Lord forever: for
in &he Lord JEHOVAH is everlading sfrengfh,
Lord, Thou wilf ordain peace for
us: For Thou also has.f wroughf all
our works in us.” Isaiah 25, 1.4.5:
26, 3.4.12.
“God’s peace is ours, and all is
well!” This line from a poem of dean
Norman A. Madson, dealing with the
inward peace of the Christian soldier
in the midst of battle, as printed
in last December’s issue of the
Clergy Bulletin
of our Norwegian
brethren, must strike a responsive
chord in the heart of every member of our little Orthodox Lutheran
flock as we look thankfully
back to
the days in Okabena and hopefully
forward to the work our Lord has
laid out for us. It was indeed conflict which brought us together as
fellow-soldiers contending f o r the
faith once delivered unto the saints,
for the full truth of God’s Word. But
in this fellowship
we have found
peace, in this common. contention
true unity, in this earnest conflict
tranquillity, of heart and conscience.
Confession of the truth in the Church
Militant involves warfare, but it is
the way to peace,. - peace. of conscience and of brethren dwelling to-

gether in unity even now in the time
of this present distress, and peace
eternal in the Church Triumphant.
The words of the text quoted
above which characterize “the blast
of the terrible
ones as ‘a storm
against the wall” must bring to the
minds of many of us the blast of
hierarchical officialdom battering at
the walls of o u r congregational
unity, solidarity, and independence.
Our contention has. b e e n equally
directed against the easy indifference of unionism and the unwise
zeal of legalistic rigorism. We are as
determined as our fathers in the
faith a century ago, not to yield
either to human liberalism, tampering with the sacred deposit of the
faith once delivered unto the saints,
or to human domination interfering
with the liberty of the children of
God. But in this determination
we
do well to remember the words of
the prophet Zechariah (ch. 4,, v. ,6):
“Not by might, nor by power, but
by My Spirit, saith the Lord of
hosts”. “The blast of the terrible.
ones” is not overcome by a counterblast from within the beleaguered
city, but f r o m above: “with the
shadow of a cloud”. “In quietness
and in confidence shall- be your
strength”, Isaiah 30, 15. “The Lord
shall fight for you, and ye shall hold
your peace”, Exodus 14, 14. This
does not indicate a state of complete
quiescence, in which we should lay
down our arms and .do nothing. But
it does indicate that in all our contentions and in all our- works we
must be able sincerely and confidently to confess the last words
quoted above from the prop h e t
Isaiah: “Thou also hast wrought all
our works in us”;
Nothing great or good has ever
been wrought in God’s Church by
human wisdom, power, planning, or
skill. Christ will rule in His Church,
and Christ also will work in His
Church. And so He will send prosperity and grant peace. This was

fully realized by the God-given Reformer, with his motto: “What the
Word does not do remains forever
undone”. As we thankfully
remember the divinely wrought work of
the Lutheran
Reformation,
let us
give thanks also that we have again
been freed from the coils and toils
of “machinery”
in the work of the
church and been enabled to return
to the bed-rock of simple reliance
upon the p o w er of God acting
through His Word.
The same realization was beautifully expressed by Praeses Pfotenhauer of honored memory, whose
expressive German I attempt to
translate in the following sentences:
“Let there be no undue pressure
(‘Draengen’)
in spiritual
w o r k,
neither in prayer, nor in giving, nor
in preaching the Law, nor in the
application of church discipline, nor
in any other sphere.
All human
pressure has its source in fanaticism,
and in the last analysis sets aside
God’s Word”. The Orthodox Lutheran Conference and its elected officers are neither capable nor desirous of exerting “pressure”, and
W. H. McLaughlin,

President

neither possess nor covet any equipment of complicated “machinery” to
accomplish t h e i r objectives. Our
function is to confess God’s truth.
Our power is the power of God’s
Word. “This book of the Law shall
not depart out of thy mouth; but
thou shalt meditate therein day and
night, that thou mayest observe to
do according to all this is written
therein; for then thou shalt make
thy way prosperous, and then thou
shalt have good success”. Joshua 1, 8.
Recommended r e a ding
for all
members of the Orthodox Lutheran
Conference in these days of small
beginnings, ,of conflicts and trials,
are the nine chapters of Isaiah beginning with the passages quoted
above, chapters 25 to 33, always
bearing in mind the full light of
Gospel glory which the fulfillment
in Christ sheds upon these ancient
evangelical prophecies. T h e n we
shall confess with joyful
hearts,
amid all conflicts which may assault
us from without and all fears and
misgivings which may disturb our
hearts: “God’s peace is ours, and
all is well.”

of the Orthodox
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PSALM

Make a joyful noise unto the Lord, all ye lands..
Serve the Lord with gladness: come before IHis presence with
singing.
Know ye that the Lord He is God: it is He that hath made us,
and not we ourselves; we are His people, and the -sheep of His
pasture.
Enter into His gates with thanksgiving,
and into His courts
with praise: ,be thankful unto Him, and bless His name.
For the Lord is good, His mercy is everlasting;
endureth to all generations.-Psalm
100.

and. His truth

THE MISSOURI

SYNOD - Yesterday and Today

It might be well to state the plan
and purpose of this column at the
outset. We shall try to make our
articles do the work of an alarm for
Missourians. The House of Missouri
is burning; has been bur%ing for
some time, as so many people have
been pointing out. We want to show
how far the fire had advanced. We
believe that it can no longer be put
out and that the only hope of rescuing our Lutheranism
is by getting
out of the burning building.
The House of Missouri was built
by God through the
painstaking
efforts of orthodox Lutherans. These
men of sound Scriptural convictions
sacrificed much for a sound Lutheranism. To their doctrinal position
and Scriptural practice we h a v e
dedicated our perpetual loyalty and
earnest .efforts, by the grace of our
God. Unfortunately,
intruders have
pushed themselves into this consecrated house. By the negligence
of officials and lack of doctrinal discipline they have been permitted to
occupy its best rooms and the real
owners and occupants have
been
pushed back into its cellar and attic.
Now the faithful followers of Missouri’s founders can do nothing else,
’
but to move out, one by one.
It is much later than most Missourians think. Perhaps you may
disagree. If you do, kindly suspend
your final judgment concerning our
conclusion, until you have seen the
facts in the case and then, without
sentiment, w i t h o u t prejudice in
favor of Missouri, honestly make
your own decision in this matter.
To all who feel that the Orthodox
Lutheran Conference men have been
hasty, we make only _ one plea:
EXAMINE THE FACTS! A few days
after the meeting at Okabena, the
Chairman a n d another prominent
member of Missouri’s “Unity” Committee attended a mixed conference
At that time they
in Minnesota.
were asked several pertinent
and
pointed questions. We give you these
questions and their answers.
1. Is the Common Confession to
be understood in the light of the

Brief Statement? The answer was
NO. This agree with a vote during
the 1950 Synodical Convention,
2, Where the Brief Statement
and the Common Confession disagree, which of the two will be
dominant? The Chairman of the
Unity Committee answered that the
two documents do not disagree; the
Common Confession does not sew
doctrinal patches o n t o the Brief
Statement, said the Chairman, both,
documents are cut from the same
cloth.
3. Does the Unity Committee plan
to produce a corrected Common
Confession? The answer was NO. It
was explained that the A.L.C. Committee opposed such a correction
for fear that then we would have
another “Altered Augsburg Confession” (as if the Common Confession
is an “Augsburg Confession!“). The
Committee plans to build a lean-to
onto the Common Confession. This
lean-to will be called “The Church
in the .World” and will contain
what the Committee calls “ethical”
or practical points.
4. In the conviction of the Unity
Committee of the Missouri Synod,
are the A.L.C. and Missouri one
in doctrine. The Chairman said YES.
These two bodies, he said, have
reached common doctrinal ground in
the C o m m o n Confession. Adjustment of practice, he said, is needed,
but full doctrinal
agreement has
now been reached.
These answers of the Chairman
Committee of the
of ihe “Unity”
Missouri Synod should silence those
critics of the ORTHODOX LUTHERAN CONFERENCE,
who claim
that the Common Confession will be
corrected. It is the firm conviction
of the Unity Committee, that the
Common Confession needs no correction, that it is clear and that it
settles the f o r m e r doctrinal diff erences. The committee does not
plan to reconsider what it has done,
but merely plans to go ahead on the
assumption of doctrinal u n i t y between the two’ bodies.

A DEVOTION BASED UPON DR. MARTIN
LUTHER’S EXPOSITION OF PSALM 23
In the 23rd Psalm D avid
and
every Christian heart praises and
thanks God for His best blessing;
namely, for the. preaching of His
precious, holy Word, through which
we are called, received, and. numbered among those who -make up
God’s Holy Christian Church. Only
in it can one find and have the pure
doctrine, the true saving knowledge’
of God’s will, and the true divine
service. David praises that very precious treasure very gloriously with
fine, lovely, adorned and figurative
words, with comparisons taken from
the divine service of the Old Testament.
First, David compares himself to
a sheep; whom’ the Lord Himself, as
a faithful,. diligent Shepherd, very
well takes care of, The Shepherd
makes the sheep to -lie down in a
pleasant, green, p a s t u, r e, which
stands full of precious, thick grass
and also where there is no want or
lack whatsoever. He also leads and
directs the sheep with His rod ,upon
the correct road, -that it cannot get
lost, and with the shepherd’s ‘staff
protects it, that the wolves do not
tear it to pieces. After that the sheep
becomes a guest, before whom the
Lord prepares a table. There the
sheep richly finds both strength and
comfort, refreshment and’ joy.
Accordingly, the prophet gives the
Word of God many different names:.
a fine, pleasant, green grass, a fresh
water; a true way, a rod, a staff, a
table, balm or oil of gladness, a cup:
which over-flows. Just as ‘a lamb in
all security and grazing and joy in
a beautiful, pleasant pasture, with
green grass and cool, fresh water, in
the presence of its: shepherd,’ who
leads it with the rod, so+that it does
not go astray, and protects it with.
the staff, so that no harm befalls it;
or, as a person does not lack anything who sits at a table where
there is eating, drinking,
and all
kinds of comfort and joy to overflowing:
accordingly
m u c h. more
they- who are the s h e.e p of this

Shepherd, concerning whom Psalm
23 speaks, have ‘no lack in any
goodness, are richly cared for not
only in soul, but also in body. For
Jesus promises in Matthew 6, 33:
“Seek ye .first the kingdom of God
and His righteousness and all these
things shall ,be added unto you.”
The prophet here gives
God’s
Word, preached correctly and purely, so many different kinds of use
and fruit. It is for them who hear
it with diligence an d earnestness
(whom the Lord God knows as His
sheep alone) a pleasant, green grass,
a cool, fresh drink which satisfies
and refreshes them. The Word leads
them upon the right way and protects them, so that no misfortune,
no harm,. no hurt happens to them.
Thus. it- is for them a constant life
of goodness, where there is eating,
drinking, and all kinds of joy and
pleasure to- overflowing. They are instructed and led, refreshed, strengthened and .comforted;. not only
through God’s Word, ,but also are
continuously
kept up o n the right
way. They are protected, in all kinds
of trouble, both of soul and of body.
Finally, they conquer and prevail
against all temptations and tribulations, which‘ they must very much
endure, as verse four reports. H.F.K.
0
Prayer
0 Lord, favorably
receive the
prayers of Thy Church, that being
delivered f r o m all adversity and
error, we’ may serve Thee in safety
and. freedom; and grant us Thy
peace in our time; thru Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen.-Lutheran
Hymnal,
f
p. 103.
Religious Liberfy.
Our American freedom to worship’
God in our own spiritual way is one
of the greatest blessings we have
as’ Americans. Thank God for. this
religious liberty.
On Thanksgiving
Day in this month of November, let
us thank God also for another year
of being free people, free in things
of the spirit.

LUTHER’S GREAT HYMN OF DEFIANCE“If God had Not been on Our Side”
In the preface to the collection
of Lutheran hymns made by John
Walter, 1525, Luther writes: “That it
is good and pleasing to ’ God for us
to sing spiritual songs is, I think, a
truth whereof no Christian can be
ignorant, since not only the example
of the prophets and kings of the
Old Testament who praise God with
singing and music, poesy and all
kinds of stringed instruments, but
also the like practise of all Christendom from the beginning, especially in r es p e c t to Psalms, is well
known to every one. Yea, St. Paul
doth also appoint the same, 1 Cor.
14, and command the Colossians, in
the Lord, that thereby the Word
of God and Christian doctrine be in
every way furthered and practiced.”
The hymn “Waer Gott nicht mit
uns diese Zeit,” the English translation of which reads “If God had
not been on our side,” was written
by Luther in 1524, It is truly a hymn
of boldness and defiance and was
so used on many occasions which
called for courage in the face of
danger threatening from foes without and within
the Church. For
example, when Elector John Frederick of Saxony had been captured
by the Roman Catholic forces at
Muehlberg,
he was obliged
to
languish in prison for some time. He
was very happy to receive the comfort of the Word of God from Caspar
Aquila, pastor at Saalfeld. When at
last the emperor was compelled to
release the elector, he sang with
grateful heart this beautiful hymn.
The hymn is based on Psalm 124,
one of the Songs of Degrees of
David, which s h o u 1 d be repeated
daily by all Christians who desire to
remain firm in their faith and confession over a g a i n s t the many
attacks from all sides. The text
speaks in particular
of a remnant
small, which was -held in contempt
by all. Enemies would have swallowed up the champions of t r u t h
quickly, ‘if God had not come to their
aid. And so the song ends with a

grateful acknowledgement
of, the
help of the Lord, who made heaven
and earth.
P.E.K.
0

Responsibility
The work of producing this paper
is in the hands of an editorial board,
and this board is under the supervision of the elected officials of the
Orthodox Lutheran Conference. The
officials of the OLC and the editors
of the OL are servants of the new
church body they represent.
0

To Present Reports
Future issues of our paper will
present reports on the activity and
experienses of the men and congregations affiiliated with the Orthodox
Lutheran Conference. We will tell
of the troubles we are having with
the officials of the Missouri Synod
at such places as Okabena, Minn.,
Coos Bay, Oreg., Tinley Park, Ill.,
and elsewhere.

PROCEEDINGS.
Official Proceedings of the
ORTHODOX
LUTHERAN
CONFERENCE may be ordered from
Mr. F. J. Niebruegge, Treas.
R. 1, Box 350
Clayton 24, MO.
These Proceedings will contain the Opening Sermon, four
Essays, Articles of Agreement,
and Minutes of the Convention
held at Okabena, Minn., September’ 25 and 26, 1951, which
convention o 1:g a n i z e d the
ORTHODOX
LUTHERAN
CONFERENCE.
(The post-paid price of these
Proceedings is as yet not determined.)

OUR RELATIONS WITH THE WISCONSIN
AND NORWEGIAN SYNODS
The Report on the June Conven-.
FERENCE is something that must
tion of the Norwegian Synod, page develop in the months to come. Final
43, contains the following:
“7. We action can be taken only by conventherefore believe t h a t the Synod
tions of the three bodies concerned.
None of the officials of the Norshould realize and openly declare
wegian and Wisconsin Synods told
that it is in statu confessionis with
the Missouri Synod. That is, we be- us to establish our Conference, and
anything they have to say now will
lieve that, as our Synod has been
be entirely voluntary on their part.
admonishing
our sister-Synod, not
to forsake the truth, so it must
May the Lord of the Church grant
continue to do, and affirm that it
our three bodies fulfillment
of the
will do, but only so long as the
1951 Wisconsin Synod Convention
Missouri Synod seriously considers
motto: “Fidelity
to His Word Does
our testimony.”
(The reader will
.Not Separate, But Truly Unites.”
note here a definition
of the term
“in statu confessionis”).
l
A very notable statement came
The laymen and ministers who’
out of the Wisconsin Synod Convention also, as recorded on. page 280 came to Okabena and founded the
Orthodox Lutheran Conference had
of the NORTHWESTERN
LUTHERAN. We quote: “With all firtino agreement beforehand
to organize a new church body.
But
ness we as a synod stated that the
after they were here and presented
‘adoption of the Common Confession
all the facts which
they had inby The Lutheran Church-- Missouri
gathered, there was only
Synod involves an untruth
and dividually
one thing to do: organize a new
creates a basically untruthful
sitchurch body; quit ‘t h e Missouri
uation, since this action has been
officially interpreted to be a settleSynod.
These men went forward by conment of past differences which are
viction,
conscience-bound
in the
in fact not settled.’ We are thereWord. of God, sincerely.
And the
fore asking her to repudiate this
letters and documents they have
stand and suspend negotiations with
sent to me since the formation of
the American Lutheran Church.”
the
OLC show the same spirit. AnyThe essayist who presented a plan
one who condemns them as having
for our ORTHODOX LUTHERAN
acted
hastily or on the basis of evil
spoke of our relations with the Wismotives
or accuses them as bitter
consin and Norwegian Synods. He
and covetous people is terribly missaid that our new paper must give
taken about them.
information concerning the progress
The truth will be victorious, also
of their negotiations with the Misto
show that the 1 a ym en and
souri Synod on disputed issues. The
Common Confession is only one of. ministers who came to 0.k a b e n a
simply accepted facts as they are
these issues. On these issues we find
and acted accordingly.
America is
the Wisconsin and Norwegian Synstill
a
blessed
land
of
liberty
where
ods contending on our j side for the.
men have religious freedom. Bound
+ruth and against error. These brethonly by God’s Word, the people
ren have given us constant comfort
concerned in this case have acted as
and courage by their
testimony
free
Americans.
against the Common Confession. We
.Geo. Schweikert
are of one m i n d with them, and
l
therefore work with them.
“Righteousness exalteth a nation:
Formal union between the Wisbut sin is a reproach to any peoconsin and Norwegian Synods and
pie.“-Prov.
14:34.
the ORTHODOX LUTHERAN CON-
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Contend For The Faith!
(Jude, v. 3)

Conten.d for the faith once delivered’to you,
The Gospel ,of truth and of love;
To Christ and the Word of His mercy be true,
Which points to the mansions above.
Contend for the truth once ‘delivered to you,
The one and unchangeable Word,
The Scripture whose power each morning is new,
The Spirit’s invincible sword.
Contend for the: faith once’ delivered to you,
Go forward to witness z&d ,fight;
The Savior expects you to work and to do
Nor leave Him in cowardly flight.
Cont.end for the faith once delivered to you,
The Truth of His heavenly voice,
For they who on earth to His ‘Gospel are true
With Him shall forever rejoice.
As blindness and darkness are growing apace
And the end of the world is in sight,
Lord, let us look up to Thy merciful face,
‘Enjoying its ‘heavenly light!
P. E, K.

