
FAITH 
IV. 

Our last meditation in this series on 
the meaning of faith was devoted to 
the topic of strong trust in the Lord. 
This trust must, as a mat.ter of fact, 
be based on the faith which accepts 
Jesus Christ as a person’s personal 
Savior. If any one knows that all his 
sins are forgiven for the sake of Him 
who c’ame down from heaven to take 
upon Himself the burden of our sins, 
so that the handwriting of ordinances 
that was against us, which was con- 
trary to us, was blotted out, Col. 2:14, 
and then applies this truth to himself, 
he has found the one way to heaven 
and God and is an heir of eternal life. 
This certainty, as is commonly said, 
is the irreducible minimum of faith. 
No matter how weak and small it may 
be, the Lord has promised that He 
will not break a bruised reed, nor 
would He quench the smoking flax, 
that is, the smoldering wick of the 
smallest lamp. Is. 423; Matt. 12:20. 

Yet the Lord does not want Chris- 
tians to be satisfied with this mini- 
mum of faith. As we are to grow in 
grace and in the knowledge of our 
Lord and Savior, He expects us to 
develop and strengthen our trust in 
His Word, which alone can build us 
up and edify us in agreement, with 
His will. For in this way we shall also 
strengthen our personal trust in our 
Lord and His care for us, so that we 
will follow His directions in all mat- 
ters of this life. 

This fact is brought out very beau- 
tifully in that great chapter which 
discusses instances of heroic faith, of 
trust in the heavenly Father’s care for 
His children on earth, namely He- 
brews eleven, The topic of this power- 
ful chapter is given in the first verse, 
which reads, in the King James Ver- 
sion: “Now faith is the substance of 
things hoped for, the evidence of 
things not seen.” A literal translation 
of the words would read: “Faith is a 
conviction of the mind concerning 
things hoped for, a certainty of 
.things not seen.” In other words: 
Where the right relation between a 
person and the one true God has been 

established, the mind and heart will 
have a conviction, an unshakable 
trust, that our lives and affairs are in 
.the hands of a loving God, whose 
counsel is indeed often inscrutable, 
but who brings all matters to a glor- 
ious conclusio,n. It is true that the fu- 
ture is hidden from our eyes, and that 
fact comes to us especially at the be- 
ginning of a new year. In other words, 
we are confronted with things which 
we cannot as yet see. Yet we have the 
certainty, the sure trust,, that all 
things work together for good to those 
who love God. As an American poet 
has written: “God scatters sunshine 
in the trail iof every cloud,” a fact 
which we acknowledge, not with an 
uncertain sentimentality, but with a 
conviction drawn from the many pas- 
sages of Holy Writ, especially in, the 
Psalter, which call our attention to 
that fact. 

Let us t.ake a look at some of &he 
great heroes of faith briefly charac- 
terized in Heb. eleven. There was Abel, 
who had the firm conviction that God 
would accept his sacrifice, not because 
of any merit or worthiness in him, 
but because of his belief in the right- 
eousness which would be his in the 
Seed of the woman of whom his par- 
ents had told him. There was Enoch, 
of whom it is stated that he pleased 
God, whom he was diligently seeking, 
because he believed in the promised 
Redeemer and trusted .in His .mercy. 
There was Noah, who. accepted the 
Word of God with regard to his de- 
liverance by means of the ark which 
God directed him to build, since his 
faith rested in the righteousness 
which was imputed to him in the pro- 
phetic sayings of the patriarchs. There 
was Abraham, who trusted in the 
promise of God that he would receive 
a country for himself and his descend- 
ants and therefore yielded a perfect 
obedience. And this same patriarch at 
God’s command offered up his only 
son, since he had t.he full conviction 
that the Lord could bring back Isaac, 
even from the dead. There was Sarah, 
who was far past the age of ordinary 
child-bearing and at first wavered in 
her trust, but afterwards recovered 
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her conviction that God’s promise 
would not fail and found her faith 
rewarded in the most wonderful man- 
ner. And the same lesson is connected 
with the other believers who ‘are listed 
in Heb. eleven, every one of whom 
should be an example to all believers 
of the New Testament. 

These are lessons which we should 
heed at all times. Some one has said 
that we are such puny, vacillating 
people in our trust in God that we 
spoil our own chances of obtaining 
from Him what we need for ourselves 
and for the work in His kingdom. Yet 
He has promised that nothing shall be 
impossible to us if we are engaged in 
;the work which He has entrusted to 
us. By studying the didactic (teach- 
ing) and the comforting sections of 
the Bible, especially the Psalter and 
the letters of the New Testament (as 
they explain the gospels), we shall 
develop just that kind of trust which 
our heavenly Father desires to find 
in us. I? E. K. 

A New Year’s Devotion 
I do not know 
What future days will bring, 
Whether for me 
The summer birds will sing, 
Whether next fall 
Will paint the woods for me, 
Whether my eyes 
Christmas again will see; 
But for all this 
I will not doubt or fear: 
One thing I know, 
That God is near. 

I do not know 
What is in ‘store’ for me, 
Whether my days 
Will dark and gloomy be, 
Whether my heart 
Will feel affliction’s load, 
Whether my feet 
Will travel sorrow’s road; 
Yet shall not this 
Fill me with terror here : 
One thing I know, 
That God is near. 

Yea, this I know, 
That Christ was born for me, 
For He came down 
To set the sinners free; 
I am God’s child 
By faith in Christ: the Lord; 
I am His heir 
According to’ His Word. 
And therefore I 
Shall h3ve a glad new year: 
One thing I know, 
That Gsnd is near. 

-P.E.H. 
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